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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 212
(S) Publish Date: 1/28/08
ID(File name) SB212-DHSS-BHMS-1-19-08 Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY RDU Behavioral Health
Component Behavioral Hlth Medicaid Svc:;
Sponsor DAVIS
Requester SENATE HESS Component No, 2660
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 249.6 269.1 292.2 317 3 344.6 374.3
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 249.G 00 2G9.1 292.2 317.3 344.6 374.3
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 154.5 157.4 169.6 183.6 199.4 216.6
1003 GF Match 95.1 111.7 122.6 133.7 145.2 157.7
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
Othc-r(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 249.G OO 269.1 292.2 317.3 344.G 374.3

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Allacti a separate page ifnocossary)

This bill reinstates the qualifying income standards for children and pregnant women receiving Medicaid benefits under the
Denali KidC'arc (DKC) program to poverty guidelines used when the program was established (201) percent of the Fedetal
Poverty Guideline (I'TG) for Alaska)

lttcctive September 2003, the maximum qualifying household incomes for DKC Medicaid were reduced in statute 0 amounts
equivalent to 175% of the M'G for

Continued on page 2

Prepared by: Bill Streur Phono 907-269-782/
Division toallh Caro Services Date/Time 01/19/2008
Approved by: Kntleen Jackson. Commissioner Dale 01/19/2008
Arjency Dupnilmenl of Health and Social Service'-.
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FISCAL NOTE // |
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: sB 212

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
2003. By spring 2007, the statutory income limits were equivalent to 154% of the prevailing poverty guideline,

representing almost a 50 percentage point drop from the poverty guideline used to qualify such individuals prior to
September 2003. A bill implemented in summer 2007 (SB27) partially reversed the affects of the 2003 legislation,
setting the income standard to 175% of the prevailing FPG, However, children and pregnant women with incomes

between 176 and 200% of the prevailing FPG did not regain eligibility,

We assume that all persons regaining eligibility under SB2 7/2007 will enroll sometime during SFY2008 and be covered
by the additional funding requested in the corresponding fiscal note. This fiscal note addresses only persons with

incomes between 176 and 200% FPG that would regain eligibility under SB 212.

Between 2003 and 2006, the number of enrolled children with household incomes between 151% and 200% FPG
dropped by 2,553 and the number of enrolled pregnant women with incomes between 134% and 200% diopped by 436
This fiscal analysis assumes that the additional enrollment due to this bill will be equal to about half that number of
people (estimated as 218 pregnant women and 1277 children). We assume that most people affected by this bill will
enroll by the end of SFY 2009 and that enrollment will lesume normal growth (about 2% per year) thereafter.

Costs projections incorporate 8.6% annual growth (Long Term Forecast of Medicaid Hnrollment and Spending in Alaska:
20QQ5-2025, D' 1SS, updated for 2006). That growth rate allows for 5% medical inflation (Anchorage CPI, medical care

component) and annual growth in the FPG.

Continued on page 3

Pago 2 of 3



FISCAL NOTE U I
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: SB212

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
The percentage of cnrollecs having Medicaid claims paid during the year is “participation” (recipients as a percentage of

enrollment). We assume that participation will not change with implementation of this bill and will remain the same
throughout the projection period. First year costs are based on our estimate for the number of new cnrollecs times the
average cost per cnrollcc for the affected eligibility subtypes in 2007. Medicaid children in the income range addressed
by this bill tend to have lower Medicaid costs than those from families with lower incomes, and those lower costs are

reflected in our estimates.

Expenditures for the Behavioral Health Medicaid Services component were determined based on that component's share
of expenses for the affected eligibility subtypes in 2007. Behavioral Health paid 14.1% of the costs for affected children

in 2007.

Fund source calculations combine the percentages of costs reimbursed as IHS, Title XIX, or Title XXI during 2007 for
the affected eligibility groups with our current estimates for the corresponding federal medical assistance percentages
(FMAPSs) between 2009 and 2014. Children affected by this legislation are included in the State Children's Health
Insurance Program (SCIIIP) so most of their Medicaid costs would normally be matched at the enhanced rate for Title
X X1 services. However, because Title XXI funding for SCIIIP is no longer enough to cover all of that program’s
expenses, the formula for estimating federal reimbursement for this bill was adjusted to allow only three quarters of
Title XX1 matching in 2009, with the remaining quarter defaulting to the lower Title X1X rate. Between 2010 and 2014,
we estimate that only 2 quarters of expenses for children affected by this bill will be reimbursed at the enhanced match

rate.

Page 3 of 3



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 212
(S) Publish Date: 1/28/08
ID(File name) SB212-DHSS-PAFS-1-19-08 Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY RDU Public Assistance
Component Public Assistance Field Svcs
Sponsor DAVIS
Requester SENATE HESS Component No. 236
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 62.8 62.8 62.8 62.8 62.8 62.8
Travel
Contractual 8.8 8.8 8.8 8.8 8.8 8.8
Supplies
Equipment 2.2
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 73.8 0.0 71.G 71.6 71.6 71.6 71.6
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 344 33.3 33.3 33.3 333 33.3
1003 GF Match 30.3 29.4 294 29.4 29.4 29.4
1004 GF 8.1 7.9 7.9 7.9 7.9 7.9
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Interagency Receipts) 1.0 t.O 10 1.0 1.0 1.0
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 73.8 0.0 71.6 71.6 71.6 71.6 71.6

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time 1 1 1 1 1 1
Part-time
Temporary |
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page it necessary)

SB 212 changes AS 47.07.020(b) to reset the upper income limit lor Denali KidCare (DKC) pregnant
women and uninsured children under the Title X X1 Slate Children's Health Insurance Program (SCIIIP) to
200% of the federal poverty guideline (FPG) for Alaska. Currently, the qualifying income limit for these
children and pregnant women is set in statute at 175% o f the current FPG. This fiscal note represents the
additional administrative costs needed to support the increased workload resulting from more pregnant

women and children applying for medical assistance.

Prepared by: Ellie Filzjarrald. Director Phono 007-165-6847
Division Public Assistance Dale/Time 01/18/2008
Approved by:  Knrleen Jackson. Commissioner Date 01/19/2008
Agency Department of Health andSocial Services
Pago ) of 2
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FISCAL NOTE if2

STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO: SB212

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

The eligibility decision includes verifying information and determining whether a pregnant woman
or child qualifies for DKC based on the household's circumstance- and monthly income at the time
o fapplication, acting A1 changes reported during the period of eligibility, and re-examining a
household's eligibility every six months.

We assume that 218 pregnant women and 1277 children will enroll in Medicaid if the qualifying
income limit is revised 10200% FPG, and that implementation will begin July 1, 2008. We estimate
one additional Eligibility Technician | (Range 13) position will be needed to manage this additional
work in FY 09. This fiscal note requests one position, however, the addition of this position
increases the existing need for supervisory and administrative support to ensure the delivery of
guality customer service and that accurate eligibility determinations are made. A request for
additional support for DKC has been included in the Governor’'s FY09 budget request.

Total Administrative Costs for FT I:

Personal Services: One Eligibility Technician | Range 13 at a cost ot $62.8, including benefits, tor

12 months.

Contractual: Annual cost for office space, phones, and supplies will be $8.8.

Additional Cost of FY09:
Equipment/Supply: A one time cost of $2.2 for a desktop computer, software, printer, and work

station will be needed for the new position.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 212
(S) Publish Date: 1/28/08
ID(Filename) SB212-DHSS-MS-1-19-08 Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title MEDICAL ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY RDU Health Care Services
Component Medicaid Services
Sponsor DAVIS
Requester SENATE HESS Component No. 2077
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note- Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 2,274.3 2,409.9 2,082.4 2,913.0 3,163.6 3,435.6
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 2,274.3 0.0 2,469.9 2,682.4 2,913.0 3,163.6 3,435.6
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES (0) I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 1,504.2 1,581.3 1,706.9 1,848.8 2,007.8 2,180.5
1003 GF Match 770.1 888.6 975.5 1,064.2 1,155.8 1,255.1
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 2,274.3 0.0 2,469.9 2,682.4 2,913.0 3,163.6 3,435.6

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a soparato page it nocessary)

This bill reinstates the qualifying income standards for children and pregnant women receiving Medicaid benefits under the
Denali KidCare (DKC) program to poverty guidelines used when the program was established (200 percent of the Federal

Poverty Guideline (FPG) for Alaska).

Effective September 200.1, the maximum qualifying household incomes for DKC Medicaid were reduced in statute to amounts
equivalent to 175% ofthe FPG for (Continued on Page 2)

Prepared by; Bill Streur Phono 907-200-7827
Division Deputy Commissioner Date/Time 01/18/2008
Approved by: Karleen Jackson, Commissioner Dato 01/19/2008
Agency Department of Health and Social Services
Pago 1lof 3
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FISCALNOTE «3

BILL NO: so0 212

STATE OF ALASKA
200S LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION
20(13. By spring 2007, (he statutory limits were equivalent to 154% of the prevailing poverty guideline, representing

almost a 50 percentage point drop from the poverty guideline used to qualify such individuals prior to September 2003.
A bill implemented in summer 2007 (SB27) partially reversed the affects of the 2003 legislation, setting the income
standard to 175% of the prevailing FPG. However, children and pregnant women with incomes between 176 and 200%

of the prevailing FPG did not regain eligibility.

We assume that all persons regaining eligibility under SB27/2007 will enroll sometime during SFY200S and be covered
by the additional funding requested in the corresponding fiscal note. This fiscal note addresses only persons with
incomes between 176 and 200% FPG that would regain eligibility under SB 212.

Between 2003 and 2006, the number of enrolled children with household incomes between 151% and 200% FPG
dropped by 2,553 and the number of enrolled pregnant women with incomes between 134% and 200% dropped by 436.
This fiscal analysis assumes that the additional enrollment due to this bill will be equal to about half that number of
people (estimated as 218 pregnant women and 1277 children). We assume that most people affected by this bill will
enroll by the end of SFY 2009 and tha< enrollment will resume normal growth (about 2% per year) thereafter.

Costs projections incorporate 8.6% annual growth (Long Term Forecast of Medicaid Enrollment and Spending in Alaskal
2005-2025. DHSS, updated for 2006). That growth rale allows for 5% medical inflation (Anchorage CPI, medical care

component) and annual growth in the FPG
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FISCAL NOTE #3
STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO: SB2l2

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

The percentage of enrollees having Medicaid claims paid during (lie year is “participation” (recipients as a percentage of
enrollment). We assume that participation will not change with implementation of this bill and will remain the same
throughout the projection period, First year costs are based on our estimate for the number of new cnrollecs times the
average cost per enrollee for the affected eligibility subtypes in 2007. Medicaid children in the income range addressed
by this bill tend to have lower Medicaid costs than those from families with lower incomes, and those lower costs are

reflected in our estimates.

Expenditures for the Health Care Services Medicaid component were determined based on that component's share of
expenses for the affected eligibility subtypes in 2007. Health Care Services Medicaid paid 99.9% of the costs for

affected pregnant women and 85.8% of the costs for affected children in 2007.

Fund source calculations combine the percentages of costs reimbursed as I11S, Title XIX, or Title XXI during 2007 for
the affected eligibility groups with our current estimates for the corresponding federal medical assistance percentages
(FMAPs) between 2009 and 2014. Children affected by this legislation are included in the Stale Children's Health
Insurance Program (SCI 11P) so most of their Medicaid costs would normally be matched at the enhanced rate for Title
XX services. However, because Title XXI funding for SCI IIP is no longer enough to cover all of that program’s
expenses, the formula for estimating federal reimbursement for this bill was adjusted to allow only three quarters of
Title XXI matching in 2009, with the remaining quarter defaulting to the lower Title XIX rale. Between 2010 and 20M,
wc estimate that only 2 quarters of expenses for children affected by this bill will be reimbursed at the enhanced match

rate.



Alaska State Legislature

Interim; (Mtiv-Da:) Session: (Jan.- May
716 W4' Ac Jae Gyid. ute
AK 5L I | Juneau, AK 99801
Phore; 200-0144 1 I phone: %@2
— /8 - 3%
mSeiian)i li.Ulve Oavisfolci'is sl.ilc ;ik iis
litlp:/Avww.a).deinocrats.org
Senator Bettye Davis
SB 212 “An Act relating to eligibility requirements for medical assistance for certain children,

pregnant women; and providing for an effective date.”

Sponsor Statement

SB 212 reinstates (he qualifying income standard to 200% of the Federal Poverty Guideline (FPG) for
children and pregnant women receiving Medicaid benefits under the SCHIP or Slate Children’s Health
Insurance Program called Denali KidCarc in Alaska. Reduced and frozen at 175% FPG by the
Legislature in 2003 from the 200% level when established in 1097, the equivalent income limits were
reduced in the following four years to 154% by the time SB27 was passed to reinstate current levels of the
FPG at 175% in 2007. Children and pregnant women with household incomes between 176% and 200%
FPG still have not regained eligibility. SB212 also increases allowable premiums or cost-sharing by

families whose incomes are between 150%-200% FPG.

This bill will enroll in Medicaid an anticipated 218 pregnant women and 1277 children who otherwise
would have no medical insurance, no regular medical care, and who most likely would be required to go
to expensive emergency rooms. The “Fund Sources” of the fiscal notes indicate that the federal
government will pay at an enhanced rale up to 70% of this bill. The greatest cost to the stale in the
General Fund (GF) match for the Medicaid services component per fiscal note 2 is $770.1; federal
receipts are $1,504.2. The Behavior Health Medicaid Services component in fiscal note 1is $95 1 GF,
$154.5 federal. The federal government still picks up more than half the cost of the 1 additional position
required in Public Assistance Field Services component in fiscal note 2 at $30.3 GF, 34.4 federal.

Denali KidCarc lias proven an efficient use of health care dollars. This is the reason that forty one-stales
allow pan palion by families at or above 200% FPG with some over 300%. While most patients
enrolled in Medicaid arc children, children utilize only a fraction of health care resources. Fatly
intervention and preventative care greatly reduce visits to emergency rooms and costly long-term
illnesses. If costs exceed the available SCIIIP funds allocated to each stale, claims are simply reimbursed

at the lower, regular Medicaid rate, resulting it) reduced federal revenues.

Kev. 4/ 71C5



FAMILY
SIZE

For family unils of more than 8 memfcers, add S4.50C.for each additional member

FAMILY
SIZE

© N O U~ WN R

PERCENT OF POVERTY

100%

3 13,000 00
17.500.00
* 22,00000
26,500.00
31,000.00
35.500 00
40,000 00
44,500 00

PERCENT OF POVERTY

100%

1,083 33
1,458 33
1,833.33
2.20833
2,583 33
2,958 33
3,333 33
3,708 33

120%
15,800.00
21,000 00
26,400.00
31,800.00
37,200 00
42,60000
48,000 00
53.400 00

120%

1,300.00
1.750 00
2,200 00
2,650 00
3.100 00
3,550 00
4,000 00
4,450 00

2008 POVERTY LEVEL GUIDELINES

ALASKA

Income Guidelines as Published in the Federal Register on January 23, 2008

17,290.00
23,275.00
29,260.00
35,245.00
41,230.00
47,215.00
53,200.00
59,185 00

133%

1,440 83
1,93958
2,43833
2,937 08
3,43583
3,934 58
4,433 33
4,93208

ANNUAL GUIDELINES

177550.00
23,625.00
29,700.00
35,775.00
41,850.00
47,925.00
54,000 00
60,07500

135%

1,462 50
1,968.75
2,475.00
2,981.25
3,487 50
3,°93.75
4,500 00

~7

150%  (~175%  J 185%
19,500.00 22,750 00  24,050.00
26,250.00  30,625.00  32,375.00
33,000.00 38,500 00  40,700.00
39,750 00 AA46A7500  49,025.00
46,500.00  54,250.00  57,350.00
53,25000  62,12500  65,675.00
60,000 00  70,000.00  74,000.00
66,750.00  77,87500  82,325.00

|
!
MONTHLY GUIDELINES

150% 175% 185%
1,625 00 1,895 83 2,004 17
218750 255208  2,697.92
2,750.00 3,208 33 3,391 67
331250  3,864.58  4,08542
387500 452083  4,779.17
443750 517708  5472.92
500000 583333 6,166 67
5,56250 6,48958 6,860.42

5,006 25

, —-'N.
i 200%)

26,000.00
35,000.00
44,000.00
Aj-53,000.00»
62,000.00
71,000.00
80,000 00
89,000.00

2,166 67
2,916.67
3,666.67
4,416.67
5.166.67
| 5,91667
6,666.67
7,416 67

32,50000
43,750.00
55,000.00
66,250.00
77,500.00
88,750 00
100,000 00
111,250 00

250%

2,708 33
3,645 83
4,583 33
5,52083
6,458 33
7.395 83
8.333 33
9.27083



R Y C

rfjrfty p

ttiildenii*- V«uth

Chiv Me.
1514 & i**

Kitchiki» . 4KW M (
(907) 3J5-4cfw I'tioiic-
(907) 24*T-««<»] le'*>

ryc~kpusicliict

JockDaCksvofth
Executive OiHfttor
(907)22S-JW »«tit t

(907) M ‘M M 5

Clbrid N<Meatf>

Adrm'nist/aM* Director

(907) 17* . HJil cil 2

(Q7TIMMISS

M= ilflloni
Anbhnt director

(907) JIsS~~lctl 3

lawk ‘cun
(907)2 2 5 - cMA
Emerprtii i' <heller

(907) J.''-Kr*' *«e*1 5

cc- M ilte DECEIVED
P tir'U jin

FM 2 6 2508
W tsbn

D j

Febmary 26lh, 2008

Senator Stcdman,

This letter is to urge you to hear SB 212 on the Denali Kid Care Eligibility Requirement.
We feel that Senator Davis’ bill is important to Alaskans and is a great step in moving our
State forward. The rising cost of living and healthcare has pul a burden on so mutiy
families. This bill will help a Tew more receive services from many of the provider in
Alasku. ! know the legislative schedule this year is a little hectic, and that you am; y.-ur
staffs time is precious. Please know that we support you and all that you do.

If you have any questions feel free to call

Gabriel Ducksvorlh
Administrative Director & Therapeutic Foster I'iuv-ii

1
] .
j Your Constituents,

jack Duckworth
Executive Director

Residential Youth Care’ Inc. Residential Youth Care, Inc.

200" OZ _26>-/7-20-3X
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Juneau Alliance for Mental Health, Inc

Quality Community-Based Mental Health Sjrvices
Since 1985

mB

February 22,2008
RECEIVED

FEB 22
Senator Bert Stedman 208

Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sen. Stedmari,

My name is Pamela Watts, and | am a member of the Alaska Behavioral Health Association.
Our association represents 40 organizations throughout the state that provide behavioral
health services to hundreds of children and their families. | am requesting that Senate
Finance Committee hear and move forward SB 212.

At inception, Alaska joined most states and set the eligibility level for Denali KidCare at 200%
of the Federal Poverty Line. However in 2003, a legislative initiative scaled back eligibility. In
addition, eligibility was converted from a percentage of the Federal Poverty Line to a hard-
number limit. Last year the Alaska Legislature converted eligibility back to a percentage of
Federal Poverty Line but failed to restore the eligibility rate to a minimum of 200%.The result
of this inaction: Alaska has the 4th lowest SCHIP (Denali KidCare) eligibility rate in the

nation.

Our association supports the restoration of Denali KidCare eligibility to a minimum level of
200% of tho federal poverty line. We believe this is a sound fiscal policy as the federal

government covers a large portion of the cost. In addition, children without health care act
less preventative care, have much higher health risks and are four times more likely to use

expensive emergency room care.

Please join the Alaska Behavioral Health Association for children, and hear SB 212 that
will restore DKC eligibility to 200% Federal Poverty Line.

Thank You,

Pamela L. Watts
Administrator

ey AV - s
Tel. (907)463-3303

Fax: (907)463-6858
pamG&jamhi.oig

3406 Glacier IV//
Juneau, Alaska 99801
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Alaska Behavioral Health Association Alaska Association of Homes for Chiklre

February 21, 2008

Bert Stedman RECE/VE

Co-Chair, S te Fi C itt

0] alr. enate Finance Committee Kb 2 12m
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Stedman,

We are requesting that SB 212, which recently moved out o f the Senate HESS
Committee, be scheduled as soon as possible to be heard in the Senate Finance
Committee. SB 212 would restore the eligibility threshold for Denali KidCare (DKC) to
200% ofthe Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Our two associations represent 49 behavioral
health and children’s residential treatment programs throughout the state; we see this bill
as vital to provide needed health care services to the children o four state.

As you know, Denali Kid Care (DKC) is the state of Alaska’s health care program for
children. When DKC was created, it was modeled after similar programs around the
country and the eligibility level was set at 200% ofthe FPL. In 2003 a legislative
initiative passed that scaled back and froze the eligibility rate at 175% o fthe FPL. Since
this action eliminated cost of living adjustments, many children who historically had been
eligible for DKC quickly lost their insurance. Fortunately, last year the legislature
unfroze the 175% threshold for DKC so that is now receives inflationary adjustments.

The unfreezing of DKC was good news to our associations and we arc thankful to the
legislature for this action. Unfortunately, at its current level of 175% of FPL, Alaska still
has the 4lhmost stringent eligibility level for children’s health insurance in the country—
which results in many children not receiving the healthcare they need. Denali Kid Care is
the primary method ofpayment for children’s behavioral health and residential treatment
services in Alaska. It is crucial to the success of Bring the Kids Home— a statewide
initiative that aims to serve Alaska's children with behavioral health issues in their home
state, near their family and friends. Thank you in advance for scheduling this important
bill fora hearing in the Senate Finance Committee.

Sincerely,

Walter Majoros

President. AAIl 1C President, ABI1A



March 14, 2008 MAR 2 4

Bert Stedman

Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee
Slate Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Stedman,

We are requesting that SB 212, which recently moved out ofthe Senate HESS
Committee, be scheduled as soon as possible to be heard in the Senate Finance
Committee. SB 212 would restore the eligibility threshold for Denali KidCare (DKC) to
200% ofthe Federal Poverty Level (FPL).

As you know. Denali Kid Care (DKC) is the state o f Alaska’s health care program for
children. When DKC was created, it was modeled after similar programs around the
country and the eligibility level was set at 200% ofthe FPL. In 2004 a legislative
initiative passed that resulted in DKC being locked in at a fixed number equivalent to
175% FPL. Since this action eliminated cost of living adjustments, many children who
historically had been eligible for DKC quickly lost their insurance. Fortunately, last year
the legislature unfroze the 175% threshold for DKC so that is now receives inflationary

adjustments.

The unfreezing of DKC was good news to us and we are thankful to the legislature for
this action. Unfortunately, at its current level of 175% of FPL, Alaska still has the 4l
most stringent eligibility level for children’s health insurance in the country— which
results in many children not receiving the basic healthcare they need. Thejob ofcovering
Alaska’s kids needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% FPL Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Thank you in advance for scheduling
this important bill fora hearing in the Senate Finance Committee.

Sincerely,



Alaska State Chapter

3209 Denali Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503
(907)276-4111

1-800 478-5245

Fax: (907) 276-3375

March 13,2008 rnarchofdimes.com

The Honorable Bert Stedman
State Capitol, Room 516
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

RE: Support for Senate Bill 212

Dear Senator Stedman:

lam writing to you to express the support of March of Dimes for Senate Bill 212.
The mission of March of Dimes is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth
defects, premature birth and infant mortality can best be achieved it all women of
childbearing age, infants and children have access to comprehensive health coverage.

Senate Bill 212 reinstates Medicaid and Denali KidCare (DKC) for children and
pregnant women in Alaska up to 200% of Federal Poverty Level (FPL). 1his was the
original eligibility level when DKC' was established in 1997. The eligibility threshold
was reduced and frozen at 175% FPL by the Legislature in 2003. [ his bill will help
reinstate eligibility to many of Alaska’s 19,000 uninsured children.

The Institute of Medicine has found that health coverage is the single most important
factor in determining whether or not a child receives needed health services. ( overage
also plays a key role in access to maternity care services for pregnant women.

Women who receive maternity care are more likely to have access to screening and
diagnostic tests that can help to identify problems early; services to manage developing
and existing problems; and education, counseling,, and referral to reduce risky
behaviors like substance use and poor nutrition. Such care may thus help improve the
health of both mothers and infants. For example, singleton infants born to mothers
who received late or no prenatal care in 200-1 were nearly twice as likely to be low
birth weight (less than 5 1/2 pounds) as infants born to mothers who received early
prenatal care —9.9 percent compared with 5.9 percent.

In addition to pregnant women, health insurance status is the single most important

influence in determining whether health care is accessible to children when they need
it, according to another Institute <9 Medicine study. | hough uninsured newborns are
more likely than insured babies to be sick, they receive fewer hospital services.



Alaska State Chapter

3209 Denali Street, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99503

(907) 276-4111
1-800-478-5245

Fax: (907) 276-3375

marchofdimes.com

Uninsured children are the most likely to have no usual source of medical care - 28.8
percent, compared with only 2.3 percent of privately insured youngsters and 4.6
percent of children in public insurance programs. March of Dimes is a leading
nonprofit organization for maternal, infant and child health. W ith chapters
nationwide and its premier event, March for Babies, March of Dimes works to
improve the health of women, infants and children. 1 urge you to vote in support of

Senate Bill 212.

If you Ivv* any questions or need additional information about March of Dimes
public affairs issues, please contact Mary l.ee-Allen, Director of Program Services, at

907-276-4 1 11 or mleeallen(flinarchofd imes.com.

Sincerely,
JoUooC = -——- .

Janie ()dgers
State Director

march o ,ofdimes
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March 31, 200S

Senator Bert Stedman

Co-Chair, Senate Finance Committee
Alaska Stale Capital

Juneau, Alaska 998! 1

Dear Senator Stedman,

I am writing to request that SB 212, which was moved to the Senate Finance Committee
over a month ago, be scheduled for an immediate hearing. The passage o f (his bill is vital
to the health of pregnant women and children all over our state, and should not be
ignored. A recent rally in Anchorage attracted over 130 people in support of this bill; |
have also attached a petition signed by several hundred residents from around the slate in

support of SB 212.

Alaska has the 41llowest eligibility rate for children's Medicaid in the nation. Currently,
we have the opportunity to raise this number from 175% ofpoverty to 200% of
poverty—which represents the original level when Denali KidCarc was first approved by
the legislature; the 200% level would put Alaska on par with many other states around
the country and would demonstrate our commitment to the health and well being of our

pregnant women and children.

"1lie Alaska Human Services Coalition- which includes over 70 organizations from
across the state is requesting your help in getting SB 212 heard. The impact this bill
w ill have on the health o fworking-class families around our state is enormous, for a
minimal cost to the state. Please take a step toward joining the rest o f the nation in
supporting pregnant women and children’s health care by scheduling this bill for a

hearing in your committee.

Sincerely,

| orie Morris
Alaska Human Services Coalition
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Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@ alaska.net by

noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Namo Address City Zip
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Support

Denali Kid Care

We, (he undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net by

noon Friday March 21, 2008.
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Support Denali Kid Care

signed, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
lant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097-or email dcc@alaska.net by

vlarch 21, 2008.

Printed Name
"oAWsnAC j- ylpr\)iK

lks

LJ) He.

A NMNE al

\JtLA. Dpl.t'"IAts
iCev [ixo0o £ "
-r3c\ VN 1?2 (M(A r (kv>fv'\

'Cld fx!\,1 jZLcLIW .L-

S HAfan
U O I GUETTrtS

Caol Mk.-b

‘Joanna

Address

chro'jio Cotc0SJO. SV.

3103 Al ii/tllcud PfafDvyih Cir

Ipr<7L<r /)hp&sCC\Pcle

i73® TriL'h.OttMfit

t'jfL Ai-finei*-

3<%?20 HM m&QtrGr.Siez. W

20iH’, Lauejn17, ilV

ar \<QV-
49J).L- a 1c4

y /o y tvofcrtfijtjcyod I>iZstt

h\Il «lilefLu”L.
1
P-O.BdrilL _j|_\6 tz> i —

M | 3j>rim, Mwdotoc,

City
(V\c.V\oro.ge_

nu rkos/jh’\

H Mwen

i Rum—/

7I> )-rt <9*

Chudirtt, Jt-E.
A ]

fnTVv /-'Ctvvn.ri =

i\ a>W». Wl :i\\l_,

A i'kC M o/fac'I Al<7.

VA(ACA -

Al/vcLra®

Zip
Ueclso 5
‘fttr/A -

<W «»S -

Jjsyy

? 7S fX

fffuT

JHIIF AT

17 '76
S't. “1-

9 P Salvd—
"én>&

<??257v

W 501


mailto:dcc@alaska.net

QoS80{O T

To

O (@D

Support Denali Kid C are

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska

can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this petition to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or emal dcc@alaska.net

by noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Slgnature Printed Name Address City Zip
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Support Denaii Kid Care

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this petition to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net
by noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Name Address City Zip
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S upport Denali Kid C are

We. the undersigned, support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and children with a financial eligibility participation
guideline 0f 200% of the federal poverty level. Work for passage of SB 212 this session to make ithappen.

Signature Printed Name E-mail Phone Address/City/Zip
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Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned, support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and children with a financial eligibility participation
guideline of 200% of the federal poverty level. Work for passage of SB 212 this session to make it happen.

Signature A Printed Name E-mail Phone Address/City/Zip
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Support Denali Kid C are

We, the undersigned, support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and children with a financial eligibility participation
guideline of 200% of the federal poverty level. Work for passage of SB 212 this session to make it happen.

Signature Printed Name E-mail Phone jgcH  Address/City/ZIp
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CITIZEN PETITION
Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and
children with a financial eligibility participation guideline 0of200% of the federal
poverty level. Work for passage of legislation this session that makes it happen.

Printed Name Address
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FAIRBANKS CITIZEN PETITION
Support Denali Kid Care
We, the undersigned support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and
children with a financial eligibility participation guideline of200% of the federal
poverty level. Work for passage of legislation this session that makes it happen.
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CITIZEN PETITION
Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and
children with a financial eligibility participation guideline of 200% of the federal
poverty level. Work for passage of legislation this session that makes it happen.

Printed Name Addr
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FAIRBANKS CITIZEN PETITION
Support Denali Kid Care
We, the undersigned support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and
children with a financial eligibility participation guideline 0f200% ofthe federal
poverty level. Work for passage of legislation this session that makes it happen.

Signature 4 Rrinted Name

Address
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CITIZEN PETITION

Support Denali Kid Care
We, the undersigned support health insurance coverage for pregnant women and
children with a financial eligibility participation guideline of200% of the federal
poverty level. Work for passage of legislation this session that makes i~ happen.

Printed Name Address
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Support

Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Name Address City
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Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children, Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email (lcc @ aiaska.net by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature » Printed Name Address City Zip
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Support

Denali Kid C are

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net by

noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature

—LlI

/
t"vuX-, 1cVal'

1

Printed Name

MelT+££. SjUSS)L

(Wi

slIA-fcbL <8a &&&7t

/&
1-
7/ir)(Q~o
J Z—me)
NN top 1»>

Pem'P th'qwzpi

Pfriy VS
F>yulij Mlirr.i
LOVE wi C\"pt |

Address City Zip
Pia
Po 8dXfw>7>  Trr hz™ CitueA >
{p O 'fiO ?2f& Q |
I°£ .6ay < 9 7 . A A K

Pomxx 3s Yoy T3&0A
Sr"c/SoS~i fy}ttz~ Cyl<?er(AKk 9% >cv
FLUSJ-

b e M C; Q d(005_
3"»(0?> ’\.uskky jfcl . -<. A*t- I1CoS
@ i"d kfcrtiz 44 T /U 5
fo&o'S. M /d o art <?% £3
IfMfr&S RAWAPA MG AIC

WemCAr  p\ V» N<* >3


mailto:dcc@alaska.net

Support

Denali

Kid

Care

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.
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Support Denali Kid C are

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alask
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email ;c@alaska.net by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Name ) Address City Zip
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Support Denali Kid C are

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Name Address City Zip
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mailto:dcc@alaska.net

Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job ofcovering
Alaska’s pregnantwomen and children needs to continue. By restoring trie eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at907-586-1097 or email dcc@ alaska.net by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.
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mailto:dcc@alaska.net

Support Denali Kid Care

We, the undersigned, are ~.questing that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant wome-s and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email
noon Friday March 21, 2008.
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Signature Printed Name Address City Zip
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Support Denali Kid Care
We. the undersigned, are requesting that sr 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant women and childr n needs to continue. By restoring the eligiu.lity limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska

can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children, flease fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email .C* Vitv. i>ji by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Name Address City Zip
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Support Denali Kid C are

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska’s pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email T * j; , I, by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Printed Name Address City Zip
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Support Denali Kid C are
We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska

can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email ic- by
noon Friday March 21, 2008.

Signature Printed Name Address City Zip
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Support Denali

Kid C are

We, the undersigned, are requesting that SB 212 be scheduled to be heard in the Senate Finance Committee. The job of covering
Alaska's pregnant women and children needs to continue. By restoring the eligibility limit at 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, Alaska
can serve an additional 1,200 vulnerable children. Please fax this to Caren Robinson at 907-586-1097 or email dcc@alaska.net by

noon Friday March 21, 2008.
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