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Sponsor Statement 

Senate B ill 204

‘71// Act relating to on optional exemption from municipal property taxes 
for residences of widows and widowers of certain members of the untied 
forces of the United Stales; and providing for an effective dale. "

Alaska Slatute 29.45.050 (i)(2) provides authority for a municipality to:

"...exempt from taxation the assessed value that exceeds $150,000 o f real 
property owned and occupied as a permanent place o f abode by a resident who is 
a disabled veteran, including a person who was disabled in the line ot duty while 
serving in the Alaska Territorial Uuard .”

Senate B il 204 extends a similar token o f gratitude by granting municipalities the option 
of providing a partial or whole property lax exemption lo a wi low or widower o f a 
member o f the United States’ Armed Forces killed in the line o f duly. To qualify for the 
property tax exemption, the deceased must have qualified for hostile fire or imminent 
danger pay and died within 90 days if  having sustained combat related injuries. 
Furthermore, the exemption applies only to widows and widowers who choose to make 
Alaska their home; their real properly must be owned in Alaska and serve as their 
permanent place o f abode.

In deference to Alaska's economic and demographic diversity, SB 204 refrains from 
dictating the provisions o f the property tax exemption by granting authority to each 
municipality to implement provisions such as tax exemption rate, qualification 
retroactivity, and exemption duration.
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OFFERED IN THE SENATE 

TO: SB 204

1 Page 1, line 11, following "treatment.":

2 Insert "This subsection does not permit an exemption i f  the member o f  the armed

3 forces o f the United States dies as a result o f an intentional s e lf- in flic id  injury."
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number. J _________

2008  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version: S B  204

(S ) Publish Date: 2/13/08

Identifier (file name): SB204-CED-CRA-01-31-08_______________________________Dept. Affected;___________ DCCED___________
Title Mum Tax Exemptions: Combat Death__________________________ RDU Comm Asst & Ec Dev (405)
_____________________________________________________________________________Component Community & Regional Affairs
Sponsor Therriault____________________________________________________ ___________________________________________
Requester Senate Community & Regional Affairs__________________________ Component Number 2879

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ___________________________________________ (T h o u s a n d s  of Dollars)___________________________

Note. Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted Delow.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAl. OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 1 1 I I I | ~

FUND SOURCE  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mentai Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate  of any curront year  (FY2008) cost:  

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it n ecessa ry ;

1 his legislation would allow municipalit ies to partially o r  wholly by o rd in a n c e  ex e m p t  from taxation  real p ropeity  ow ned  
a n d  o cc u p ie d  by a  r e s id e n t  a  w h o  is the  widow or w idow er of ce r ta in  m e m b e r s  of the  a rm e d  fo rces  of the  United 
S ta t e s .  The r e s id e n c e  m us t  b o  a  p e rm a n e n t  p lace  of a b o d e

I Ins is a  local optional proper ty  tax ex em ption  not re im b ursab le  by tho  S ta le  II would h a v e  no hscnl im pact on th e  
o p e ra t io n s  of the  division T he  am o u n t  of municipal res identia l real p rope i ty  potentially sub jec t  to this tax exem ption  is 
inde te rm ina te

Prepared by 
Division

Approved by

Tara Jollie Director Phono 907*269-7959
Community and Rogional Affair’ _____________

Emil R  Nolli. C o m m i s s i o n e r _____________________

Com m erce. Community, and Economic Development

Dnte/Timo 1/31/08 7 07 PM

Date 1/31/2008
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2 5 th A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g  s l a t u r e  

S e n a t e  R e p u b l i c a n  C a u c u s
www.aksenateminoritv.com

SENATOR GENE THERRIAULT. MINORITY I EADER 
STATE CAPITOL. ROOM 427. 465-4797 (PAX 465-3884)

SENATOR CON BUNDE 
SENATOR FRED DYSON 
SENATOR TOM WAGONER 
SENATOR GARY WILKEN

Fact Sheet fo r : Senate B ill 204 
Sponsor: Senator Gene T herriau lt

Contact: Ernest Prax, 465-4797

Short T itle : M un ic ipa l Tux Exemption: Combat Deaths

Summary:
■ Provides a partial or whole municipal property tax exemption to the widow or widower o f  a 

member o f  the United States' armed forces who is killed in the line ofduly.
■ Requires that the deceased served in active duty capacity, was eligible for hostile lire or

imminent danger pay, and died within 90 days i f  having sustained combat related injuries.
■ Requires that the widow or widower be a permanent Alaska resident.
■ Allows a municipality the discretion to shape and opt-in to the property tax exemption.

Benefits:
■ Provides financial re lief to families o f members o f the United States' armed forces killed during 

combat operations.
■ I lonors the sacrifices made by members o f  the armed services and their families while protecting 

the I ’nitcd States from foreign aggression.

Background:
• Operations In ju r in g  freedom and Iraqi freedom began on October 7, 201) 1 and March 20. 2003. 

I lecding their nation's call, men and women o f the I 'nitcd Stales’ armed forces left behind 
friends and family to serve our country. Sadly, not all returned home. In Alaska alone, over 
eighty soldiers have died in the Iraq and Afghanistan theatres o f  war. Many o f these fallen 
soldiers' families have chosen to make Alaska their home. This b ill w ill help to ease their 
financial and emotion burdens as well as to offer a token o f appreciation by the citizens o f 
Alaska.

S killed Rl SPONSIBLE CONSERVATIVE

http://www.aksenateminoritv.com
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1 By: Hank Bartos
2 Introduced: 09/13/07
3 Amended: 09/13/07
4 Adopted: 09/13/07
5
6
7 THE FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH
8
9 RESOLUTION NO. 2007 - 38

10
11 A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND STATE
12 STATUTE TO ALLOW FOR AN EXEMPTION OF RESIDENTIAL MUNICIPAL
13 PROPERTY TAXES FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
14 FORCES WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIFE IN ACTIVE-DUTY COMBAT.
15

16 WHEREAS, the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly and the
17 Fairbanks community have the greatest pride and respect for the members of the
18 Armed Forces and strongly support them; and
19

20 WHEREAS, the war In Iraq began In March of 2003 and In the years since
21 thousands of men and women have made sacrifices for their country, for somo the
22 sacrifice has meant their lives; and
23
24 WHEREAS, the sacrifice made by thase brave men and women extends
25 to their families who struggle both emotionally and financially after their death; and
26
27 WHEREAS, the war has claimed mere than 3700 casualties nationwide
28 and more than 100 of thoso wero military members station. >d at military bases in
29 Alaska; and
30
31 WHEREAS, several surviving spouses have chosen to make Alaska their
32 permanent homo; and
33
34 WHEREAS, everything that can bo done should be done to ease the
35 burden placed upon surviving spouses and their children; and
36
37 WHEREAS, a small wuy to extend our gratitude to these families Is lo
38 offer surviving spouses of military members who have lost their life In combat an
39 exemption of municipal property taxes
40
41 NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Assembly of the
42 Fairbanks North Star Borough supports a change to state statute that would allow for
43 the residential municipal property tax exemption for the surviving spouse of a military
44 member killed in active duty combat
45

Faltbanks North star Botounh. Alaska________________________ RESOLUTION NO ?00f-38
Page I of 2
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46
47
48
49
50

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copws of this resolution be sent to the 
Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and the Alaska Interior Delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 13th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2007.

51
52
53
54
55
56

ATTEST:

MonaUco Drexfer, CMC 
Municipal Borough CtorX

tuk<i Hopkins 
^ P res id in g  Officer

Ayes: Bartos, Beck, Frank, Foote, Winters, Muslck, TTerrlen, Hopkins 
Noes: None 
Excused: Rex

f a  rPflnka North S tar tlorouoh. .Alaska



1 By: Jim Whitaker, Mayor
2 Introduced: August 16,2007
3
4
5 FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH
6
7 RESOLUTION NO. 2006 -
S
9 A RESOLUTION THANKING THE INTERIOR DELEGATION TO THE ALASKA STATE

10 LEGISLATURE FOR THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE SGT. IRVING HERNANDEZ ACT

11 ALLOWING FOR THE EXEMPTION OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR

12 SURVIVING SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES WHO HAVE

13 LOST HIS OR HER LIFE IN ACTIVE COMBAT DUTY

14

5 WHEREAS, the greater Fairbanks area incorporates a seamless

f> community of military and civilian residents: and

7

8 WHEREAS, those of us residing here hold an immense degree of respect

9 and value for our military familes; and 

0

1 WHEREAS, there is no provision by which to allow for the same property

2 tax exemptions for the spouses of our fallen active duty military as there exists for our

3 veterans; and

4

s WHEREAS, the Fairoanks North Star Borough desired to better honor the

contributions of our active duty residents and their families; and

WHEREAS, ny sponsoring this legislation, Ihe members of the Interior 

> Delegation have acted with forethought to recitily this silutuntion in order for

i municipalities to letter honor the sartifices of our fallen active duty military by initiation

of the above mentioned legislation; and

WHf REAS, the Fairbanks North Slai Borough is grateful for their efforts

r,~mli.nik.'. North Stnr Unround, Alaska HESOI.l JTION NO 200r. • 
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37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

• pO 
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60 
61 
62
63
64

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the 

Fairbanks North Star Borough joins the Mayor and the many borough residents who 

wish to honor our armed service personnel in thanking the following legislators, 

recognizing them as community role models for their efforts in the Alaska Legislature 

with the sponsorship of the Sgt. Irving Hernandez Act of 2007:

Senator Gene Therriault: Senator Joe Thomas: Senator Gary Wilken; Representative 

John Coghill; Representative David Guttenberg; Representative John Harris; 

Representative Scott Kawasaki; Representative Mike Kelly; and Representative Jay 

Ramras

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS DAY OF 2006.

Luke Hopkins 
Presiding Officer

ATTEST: APPROVED:

Mona Lisa Drexler, MMC 
Municipal Borough Clerk

A. Rene Broker 
Borough Attorney

Fairbanks North Suit Bommih, Al;tr>k,i RESOl UTION NO 200(> • 
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F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  S ta r  B o r o u g h
809 Pioneer Road RO. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1401

Fax 907/459-1224 
Email: clerks@co.fairbanks.ak.us 

www.co.fairbanks.ak.us
January 25, 2008

The Honorable Senator Gene Therriault 
State Capitol
• luneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Re: Senate Bill 204

Dear Senator Therriault,

On behalf of the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly and myself as presiding 
officer. I would like to thank you for introducing Senate Bill 204 - Property Tax Relief for 
Military Widows and Widowers.

In August of 2007 past Assemblymember Hank Bortos and Mayor Jim Whitaker were 
approached and met with Mrs. Susan Hernandez, tho widow of Sgt. Irving Hernandez 
who had been stationed at Fort Walnwrlght Army Post In Fairbanks and who was killed 
by sn^c: fire while serving in the United States Army In Iraq. After the meeting with Ms. 
Hernandez, Mr. Barlos and Mayor Whitaker met with the Interior Delegation and 
suggested that a bill be Introduced that would exempt a widow or a widower of a 
member of tho United States Armed Forces who had been killed In the line of duty, from 
property taxes. We are grateful that you have moved forward with the Information 
presented during this meeting and have introduced Senate Bill 204.

Sadly more than 80 soldiers stationed in Alaska have been killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. A property tax exemption Is a very small way to show our gratitude for the 
sacrifices made by tire military members and their famlllos.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough supports Senate Bill 204 and urges the Alaska Stato 
Legislature to support it, providing some small measure of support and relief to the 
Alaskan families left behind by brave young men and women.

Slncoroly,

Nadine Winters 
Presiding Officer
Fairbanks North Star Borough Assombly

rf/encl.
cc: fNSB Assembly. Mayor Wtn'lakor

mailto:clerks@co.fairbanks.ak.us
http://www.co.fairbanks.ak.us


F a i r b a n k s  N o r t h  St a r  B o r o u g h  office of the Mayor
809 Pioneer Road P.O. Box 71267 rairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/4 59-1300

Fax 907/459-1102 
Email mayor@co.fairbanks.ak.il'.

January 29. 2008

The Honorable Senator Gene Therriault 
Slate Capitol 
Juneau. AK  99801

Dear Senator Therriault,

I would like to thank you for your sponsorship o f SI3 204. also known as the Set. Irving 
I lernandez Act o f 2007.

I he greater Fairbanks area incorporates a seamless community o f m ilitary and civilian 
residents. Those o f us residing here hold an immense degree o f respect and value for our 
m ilitary families. However, there is no provision by which to allow for the same 
property tax exemptions for the spouses o f our fallen active duty m ilitary as there exists 
for our veterans.

Ihis legislation allows our community ‘ 1 sacrilices and contributions o f
our active duly residents and their families,

Ihe Fairbanks North Star Borough fully supports the passage o f this legislation.

Regards.

A \
Jim Whitaker. Mayor

07839256



A,ML PAGE 01/01

217 Second Stroot, Suite 200 ♦ Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tol (907) 586-1326 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.ojg
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February 14, 2008

Honorablo Senator Gene Thierrault 
Room 427
State Capitol Building 
Juneau. Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Thierrault,

Tho Alaska Municipal League Is well awaro of SB204. While we are adamantly 
opposed tn mandatory property tax exemptions, and hesitate a bit about some of 
tho optional ones, we applaud you for your noble actions to provide roliof for the 
widows and widowers of those men and women who have given their life for our 
country.

These families have paid the ultimate price and Alaska’s boroughs and first class 
cities are proud to help those left behind put their lives back in order.

Again, we thank you for a property tax exemption bill that is really worthwhile.

Kathle Wasserman 
Executive Director

M em b er of iho  ria tlo n .il Leag u e  of O tins nnd tho N ation.il A ssocia tion  of C ounties

Sincerely,

H A U tU U iw u n

http://www.akml.ojg



