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Finance Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 158

SB 158 SHIRLEY DEMIENTIEFF MEMORIAL BRIDGE

"An Act designating the bridge on the George Parks Highway directly north of the Alaska Native Veterans' 
Honor Bridge as the Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge."

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with [ ] SCS or [ ] C S ______________________ (_________

[ ] adopt previous [ ] SCS or [ ] CS _____________________  (_________

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt_________________________Letter of Intent
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F I S C A L  N O T E

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:
() Publish Dale:

STATE OF ALASKA fiscal Nolo Number:

Identifier (file name): S3158-DQT-NRF-02-19-08________________ Dept Affected:____________DOT&PF__________________
Title  Shirley Demientielf Memorial Bridge_________________ RDU Facilities and Maintenance Operations
______________________________________________________________________________________________ Component Northern Region Facilities_____________
Sponsor _____________________________Senator Kookesh_____________________________________________________________________________________
Requester ______________________________Senate Finance_____________________________Component Number 2069

E xp e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s____________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.___________ ______________________

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPEN D ITU RES FY  2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

7.5

TO TAL OPERATING 7.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(CA PITA L EXPEN D ITU RES " 1 ........ . 1 1 I I  1

(CHANGE IN REVEN U ES ( ) 1 1..................1 1 1 1

FUND SO URCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 G F 7.5
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Menlnl Health
Other Inloraqency Receipts

TO TAL 7.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

AN A LYS IS : (All.wll a sapar.tlo payo ifracassary)
It is estim ated it will cost 57 .5  for the production and installation of two signs and two posls ; one in each  direction, 

designating Iho bridge a s  the Sh irley Demientieff Memorial Bridge. Those signs will not be mounted on the bridge but 
will bo on new posls slightly in advance of the bridge.

Phonu 405 4/72
Dalo/Timo 2/19/00 8:00 AM

Dato 2/19/2008

Prepared by; Mary S iroky. DOT&PF 
Division Commissioner's Office

Approved by; Nancy Slagle, Admin Diroclot
DOT&PF
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S E N A T O R  A L B E R T  M .  K O O K E S H

A LA SK A  STATE LEGISLATURE SE N A TE DISTRICT C
e-mail: Senator. Albert. Kciokesh@let;is.stale.ak.us wcbmail: www.akdemocntts.org

State Cap ito l ,  R o om  11 

Juneau A K ,  99801-11SS 

907-465-3473 

8S8-2SS-3473 

F A X  907-465-2S27

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

SB  158 “N am ing Shirley  D em ientieff M em orial Bridge”

Senate Bill 158 would name the small bridge in Nenana directly north o f the Alaska 
Native V eterans’ Bridge in honor o f ShM ey Dem ientieff. M s. Shirley was a bridge to so 
many and it is only fitting that this bridge bears her name.

Shirley a Nenana Native Daughter, passed away January 3, 2007 after a year long battle 
with lung cancer. Shirley was a well known com m unity activist and native Leader. She 
is best known for her unbridled support for those in need.

It was noted in the January 8, 2007 edition o f  the F airbanks News-M inor , that Shirley 
truly was the “bridge over troubled waters for so many. Shirley’s gift was to reach out to 
anyone in need and help guide them to that bridge. In som e cases, Shirley took it upon 
herself to build that bridge, which for som e was the only way hom e.” A dear friend 
stated "Shirley was all about bridges; between cultures, com m unities and those in need."

The Shirley D em ientieff Memorial Bridge will serve as a reminder o f her tireless work in 
bringing people together from all walks o f life, for the good o f  all citizens in this great 
state o f  Alaska.

I ask you to support SB 158, and recognize and honor this truly compassionate wom an’s 
life.

http://www.akdemocntts.org


D o y o n ,  L i m i t e d

l Doyon Place, Suite 300 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-2941 
(907) 459-2000 
info@doyon.com

April 3, 2007

R E C E I V E D

APR I 0 200/

fen. Kookdsh's Offics

Honorable Albert K ookesh  
State o f  Alaska Senator 
State Capitol, Room  11 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE) Letter o f  Support - Memorial for Shirley D em ientieff  

Dear Senatpu/Kookesh:

Shirley D em ien tieff was a champion o f  the Alaska N ative People. She was a w ell known 
state-wide activist for her tireless support o f  those in need.

Shirley passed away in January o f  2007 after a courageous year-long battle against 
cancer. It w as noted in the January 8, 2007 edition o f  the Fairbanks News-M iner, that Shirley  
truly was the “bridge over troubled waters for so many. Shirley’s gift was to reach out to those 
in need and to help guide them to that bridge o f  help, which for m any was the only w ay hom e.”

It is this helping, leadership role that Doyon, Limited, w ishes to memorialize and to 
inspire the continuation o f  that future leadership role o f  caring for others.

D oyon, Limited, formally requests that the bridge which is north o f  the Alaska Native 
Veteran’s Honor Bridge in Nenana, Alaska, be m em orialized as the Shirley D em ientieff 
Memorial Bridge, in honor o f  this truly com passionate wom an. Thank you for your 
consideration.

Sincerely,

Orie W illiam s 
President and CEO

cc: Doyon, Limited Board o f  Directors
Com m issioner Leo Von Scheben, PE, LS, M BA

mailto:info@doyon.com


Second Avenue 
I'itinanks 'W70I 
f-’nuav. March 23fJ. 2007

Tit w hom  it m a y  concern.,

in fo rm a tion  h as  c o m e  th is m orn ing  o f  an effo rt to  n o m in a te  the n am in g  o f  the  “s lough  
B ridge"  jus t ou ts ide  o f  N e n a n a  as the “ Shir ley  D e m ie n t ie f f  M e m o r ia l  B r id g e” . I t ’s our 
u nd ers tan d in g  th a t  the  A la s k a  N a tiv e  V e te ra n ’s A sso c ia t io n ,  P o s t  #3 o f  N en an a  has  p roposed  
and endorsed  th is  n o m in a t io n ;  an d  we are happy /p lease tl/and  h o n o re d  to second  and  support 
this nom ination .

I am  a lo n g t im e  F r ie n d  and  Supporte r  o f  Shirley  and , as the  rec to r  o f  St. M a t th e w 's  here 
in Fairbanks, w as  the  c e le b ra n t  a t the M em oria l se rv ices  for Shirley , bo th  here in F a irbanks and

1 am the rec to r  o f  St. M a t th e w ’s E piscopal C hurch ,  h e re  in  F a irbanks , bu t I am  wriring as  
a personal s u p p o r te r  o f  the  n o m in a tio n ,  and long tim e  fr iend  o f  Shirley , and  not as the  rector 
(/vA.m,’ unable to speak fo r  the Church without the endorsement o f  the Vestry -  the ‘'Board o f  
Din i t  ms "for the Church; and such action is impossible to receive in so short a time). I am  
also  not u n fam ilia r  w i th  N e n a n a ,  hav ing  spen t c lose to 40  y ea rs  l iv ing  in the In terior, and 
v is it ing  N enana  frequen tly .

Shirley  w a s  all a b o u t  b r id g es  -  be tw een  cu ltu res  and  c o m m u n it ie s  and  those in  need, etc. 
N am in g  the b ridge  a f te r  h e r  w o u ld  be a  s ign if ican t ac t ion  by  the S ta te  in recogn iz ing  its citizens 
who. have w o rk ed  to b r in g  us all together, and ho ld  us there ; co n n ec t in g  us. T h is  is a very very 
g o o d  and w orthy  idea. N a m in g  th e  bridge afte r Sh ir ley  an n o u n c e s  to  trave lers  th a t  N en an a  is the  
kind o f  c o m m u n ity  tha t can  p ro d u c e  such  folk, and  tha t cares.

T hank  y o u  fo r  y o u r  considera tion .

R c s o e c t l u i l v .

T h e  Rev. S co tt  F ish e r
recto;'. St. M a t th e w ’s E p isc o p a l  C h u rch
Fairbanks, A laska
(dif'-45o-5235; FA A; 907-456-2934; em ail: stisher@ m osquitonet.com ]

mailto:stisher@mosquitonet.com


T a n a n a  C h i e f s  C o n f e r e n c e
Chief Peter John T ribal Building

122 First Avenue, Suite 600 
Fairbanks, .Alaska 99701-4897 

(907) 452-8251 Fax: (907) 459-3850
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Senator A lbeit Kookesh 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 7 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Kookesh,

The Tanana C hiefs Conference is in support o f  naming the small Bridge in Nenana after 
the late M s. Shirley D em ientieff o f Fairbanks/Nenuna.

Ms. D em ientieff was very involved and cared deeply for the Alaska Native Community. 
She volunteered on com m ittees or was board member o f  but not limited to the following:

• A laska Natives Stand Up for Justice,
, . Board member o f  Doyon,Ltd,

• Fairbanks Native Association,
• Tanana Chiefs Conference Health Board,
• Instrumental in naming the Tanana River Bridge the Alaska Native Veteran's 

M em orial Bridge
• Traveled to the Yukon River V illages to speak to the Communities about Suicide 

Awareness and Prevention
•  Foster Parent to many Native Children.

W e respectfully request your assistance in (lie naming o f  the small Bridge in Nenana after 
the late Shirley Dem ientieff.

If you have any questions, please call or write me at the above address.

YUKON TANANA SitlCCiely, 
A l a t r a
A JIo k a k e l 
E v o n sv t l le  
F a #  b a r k s  
H u g h e s  
L a k e  

M in c h u m i r a  
M a n lo y  H ot 

S p r in g s  
Minto 
N o n a n a  
Rcrrpxjit 
S t o v e r s  V i l l a g e  
t a n a n a

T A N A N A  CHIEFS CONFERENCE

Jerry Isaac -  President and CEO

Taiuiia Chiefs Conference is a unified voice advaneuisTribal troverrmwni,     -- j
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Senate Transportation Committee 
(907) 465-2827

To Whom It May Concern;

I am writing in hopes that you strongly consider naming the bridge on the George Parks 
Highway after Shirley Demientieff. Shirley Dem ientieff has been an inspiration to 
anybody that has ever been in her presence. She will be greatly missed for her diligence 
in working hard for the everyday people in her community and around the State o f  
Alaska. Having personally known her since I was able to remember, I have seen the 
many extraordinary things that she was able to accomplish. I believe that honoring the 
bridge with her name will be a great step and carrying on her legacy and ideals as a 
person working strongly towards the betterment o f  society

I am in strong support o f  naming the bridge after Shirley Demientieff. Thank you and if  
you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Matt Stevens
Administrative Assistant, Shareholder Relations
Doyon, Limited
1 Doyon PI, Ste 300
Fairbanks, AK 99701-2941
(907) 459-2016, phone
(907) 459-2065, fax
www. do von com



D a w n  H e a d
1100 28'1'Ave, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 -907-479-3670

April 20, 2007

Senate Transportation Committee 
Attention: Senator, Albeit Kookesh

Regarding: SB 158

Dear Senator;

I would like to add my letter o f support to those that have already submitted their letters. 1 believe 
that to name the portion of the Nenana Bridge after Shirley Demientieff not only honors her as a 
person but as a native leader in the community and Alaska. Shirley had dedicated her life to her 
people and in the scheme of Alaskan life it is but a little tiling to dedicate a portion of a bridge in 
return.

Thank you, for your consideration of my letter of support. I look forward to seeing a dedication 
ceremony that names that portion of the bridge "Shirley Demientieff’.

Sincerely,

Dawn Head
Past Neighbor and fnend of Shirley



90733-10280 DOYON H U M A N . OU 13 3 0 a m  0-1-20-2007

Senate Transportation Committee 
Fax: (907)465-2827  

Attention: Senator Kookesh

Dear Senator Kookesh;

We are in support o f SB 158. an Act designating the bridge on the George Parks 
Highway directly north o f the Alaska Native Veterans’ Honor Bridge as the 
Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge.

Ms. Shirley Demientieff was a well respected Doyon shareholder, as well as an 
activist for many issues tliroughout interior Alaska. A monument remembering 
her contribution serving Alaska is very well-deserving.

Thank you for your consideration,

Teddy and Eva Edwards 
821 Jay Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
(907)333-2992



F I S C A L  N O T E

2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: S B  158

(S ) Publish Date: 4/25/07

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: J _____

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):____________________ Dopt. Affected:_________ DOT&PF
Title Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge RDU Facility and Maintenance Operations

Component Northern Region Facilities
Sponsor Sen. Kookesh
Requester S . TR A Component No. 2069

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Noto: Amounts do not includo inflation unless otherwise noted below. _________________________
O PER A T IN G  E X P EN D IT U R ES F Y  2008 F Y  2009 FY  2010 FY  2011 FY  2012 F Y  2013

Personal Services 

T  ravel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

7.5

TO T A L  O PERA TIN G 7.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  EX P EN D IT U R ES______________

[CH A N G E IN R EV EN U E S  ( ) T

FUND S O U R C E _________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)

1P02 Federal Receipts

1003 G F  Match
1004 G F

1005 GF/Program Recc jts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

7.5

TO TA L 7.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate  of any curren t year (FY2007) cost: 0.0
M ark th is  box (X) if funding for th is bill is included in tho G overnor's F Y  2008 budget proposal: 

PO SITIO N S

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separata page itnocossary)
It is estimated that it will cost $7.5 for the production and installation of two signs and two posls; one in each 
direction, designating the bridge as the Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge. These signs will not be 
mounted on the bridge but will be on new posts slightly in advance of Iho bridge.

Prepared by: Mary Siroky_________________________________________________________________  Phono 465-4772

Division Commissioner's Office Dato/Tlmo 4/21/07 2:30 AM

Approved by: John MacKinnon____________________________________________________________ Dalo 4/21/2007
Agoncy Department of Transportation and Public Facilities____________________

(ii«ki»o<twtnr300Cu»ii)
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S E N A T E  C O M M IT T E E  R E P O R T
F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  o f  R e f e r r a l

DATE: 4/18/07

Date of 5-Day Notice: \olr
FURTHER

DATE TURNED
IN TO OFFICE: V '& I / 'O  J(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

Transportation Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 158

SB 158 SHIRLEY DEMIENTIEFF MEMORIAL BRIDGE

"An Act designating the bridge on the George Parks Highway directly north of the Alaska Native Veterans' 
Honor Bridge as the Shirley Demientieff Memorial Bridge."

and recommends:

I

be replaced with [ ]SCSor[ ] C S ___________

adopt previous [ ] SCS or [ ] CS ___________

attached amendment(s)

adopt_________________________Letter of Intent

further referral to Committee

SENATE BILL:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j New Title

HOUSE BILL:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] New Title w/ 

SCR it

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):

Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN#

P o r Ll z\ I

Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN#

[ ] A P P R O P R IA T IO N  ■ no f is ca l note
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A L A S K A  P  E D  E H  A T I  O N  

o r  N A T I V E S April 20, 2007

Senate Transportation Committee 
Attention: Senator Albert Kookesh, Chair 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 11 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Kookesh:

RE: SB 158 -  Designating the Bridge on the George Parks Highway directly
North o f  the Alaska Native Veterans’ Honor Bridge as the Shirley DemientiefTMemorial 
Bridge

On behalf o f  the Board o f  Directors o f  Lhe Alaska Federation of Natives, I am 
writing to express our support for SB 158. Wc find it especially fitting to name a bridge 
in Shirley’s honor. As was noted in an editorial appearing in the Fairbanks News-Miner 
on January' 8, 2007, “Shirley Demientieff became, through her actions and her strong, 
proud voice, a  bridge between two cultures living in one land. In that she served us all 
well and will be missed.” Shirley was president and founder o f  Alaska Natives Standing 
Up for Justice and o f  the Tununa Valley Search and Recovery, whose volunteers’ would 
search for the missing long after the government agencies had exhausted tlicir resources.

Shirley was widely known for her many contributions to the Fairbanks and 
Interior communities. She was one of our strongest advocates for suicide prevention. In 
July 2005, she iraN'elcd by rivcrboat on a suicide prevention mission, visiting and talking 
to people in villages from AJIakakct to Nenana. Her 2-week boat trip along the Koyukuk, 
Yukon and Tanana rivers ended in Nenana where she grew up and was followed there by 
a  Suicide Prevention Conference. Her life was devoted to service to her community, her 
family and to the statewide Alaska Native community.

The Shirley DemientiefTMemorial Bridge is a wonderful way to honor her life's 
work. Accordingly, we urge passage o f  this bill.

Sincerely,

Julie Kitka 
President

1 5 7 7  C  t i f N t t T ,  S  ( J i l t  3 0 0  * A N C M O M G t ,  A U A B N a  0 3 5 0 1  • . ft 0 0 7 -  2 7 4 .  a  111 I  • ft, 0 0 7 . 2 7 0  7 0 8 9  «  W W W . M A U V t f B B H I A T I O N . O R O
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Alaska Native Veteran’s Association 
Non an a Post 3 

P.O. Box 26 
Nenana, Alaska 99760

February 9,2007

Leo Von Scheben, P.E, LS., MBA
Commissioner
3132-Channel Drive
P.O. B ox 112500
Juneau, Ak. 99811-2500

RE: Shirley Demientieff Bridge Dedication Proposal 

Dear Commissioner Von Schcbcn

Shirley Demientieff, a Nenana Native Daughter, passed away January 3,2007 afler a 
yearloug battle with lung cancer. Sltirley wus well-known community activist and Native 
leader. Shirley Demientieff is best known for her unbridled support for those in need. 
People are able to recount story afler story after story o f  times and situations where she 
helped people.

The January 8,2007 issue o f  the Fairbanks News Miner noted that Pat Morgan wrote in 
the service program, “During Shirley’s life, she was the bridge over troubled waters for 
so many. At times tluit bridge was grand and easy to cross. But for many that bridge over 
troubled waters o f  life was hidden. Shirley’s gift was to reach out to anyone in need and 
help guide him or her to that bridge. In some cases, Sltirley took it upon herself to build 
that bridge, which for some was the only way home."

The Alaska Native Veteran’s Association o f  Nenana, Aluska, Post 3 would like to 
formally request that the process for dedicating the concrete bridge directly north o f  the 
Alaska Native Veteran’s Honor Bridge over the Tanana River be initiated. We propose 
that the bridge be officially named the Shirley Demientieff M emorial Bridge in honor 
o f  her selfless endeavors in support of Alaska Native people and all who were less 
fortunate in their lives. And her work in helping to dedicate The Alaska Native Veteran's 
Honor Bridge to die Alaska Native Veteran’s.
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*  PO. Box 356 
Nenana, AK 99760

N a tiv e  C o u n c i l
907.832.5461 
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Nenana Native Council 
Resolution 2007-09

WHEREAS, The Alaska Native Veterans Post 3 commander Colonel William Lord has 
nominated the bridge over the slough next to the Alaska native veterans Bridge in Nenana 
after Shirley Demientieff pursuant to the attached letter.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved the Nenana Native council hereby endorsed the effort 
and,

L /  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this endeavor be forwarded to TCC at its
AnnuaLConvention and to Doyon Limited for support,

— ___________________ g-//5 |o7
Mitch Demientieff 1 . Chief

V T v t f e x  V s) , ^ / v . A __________________________
Attest By

V Vj . •

'n ,. ' • *3 
v'\V\\v Nc'5‘

V

"GreatPlace to cam/) Between Two Rivers"




