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REPORTED QUT

FISCAL NOTE MAY 15 2007
SHNATE fINASCc COMMITTEE
STATIC OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSI 1B 244(FIN)
(H) Publish Date: 5/7/07
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Legislature

Title "An Act creating an Alaska Medal of Honor and Erdu Legislative Council

and establishing criteria for awarding tho medal.” Component Council and Subcommittees
Sponsor House Rules Committee by request of JASC

Requester House Finance Component No. 783
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Porsonal Services

Travel

Contractual 55.0

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TAL OPERATING 55.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES®

ICHANGE IN REVENUES!"

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 55.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mer.tal Health

Other (Specify Typo--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 55.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included In tho Governor’'s FY 2008 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a soporato page ifnocosaaiy)
HB 244 creates an Alaska Medal of Honor and establishes criteria for awarding tho medal to an

individual. The Alaska Medal of Honor shall bo awarded by concurrent resolution drafted in consultation
with the Adjutant General's Office and must bo adopted by both Houses of the Legislature. This fiscal note
includes 5.0 for an artist design of the Alaska Medal of Honor reflective of Alaska and honoring tho
sacrifice of tho recipient. The estimated cost for each Alaska MeJal of Honor and shadow box is $250.
The initial order will be for 200 medals with a projected cost of 50.0. Costs for the ordering medals in

future fiscal years will be absorbed within existing Legislative budgets.

Phono 465-6826
Dato/TImo 5/1/07 2:3-1PM

Palo 5/1/2007

Prepared by: Karla Schofiold, Populy Director
Division Legislalivo Affairs Agency

Approved by: Pamela Vnrni, Executivo Diroctor
Agency Legislalivo Affairs Agency

COMMTTEE COPY
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FISCAL NOTE MAY 11 2007
_ SENATE; NiN'.t COMMITTEE
STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Dill Version; CSH8 244(FIN)
(H) Publish Date: 5/7/07
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected; Military & Veterans Affairs

Title Creating an Alaska Modal of Honor and establish RDU Military and Veterans Affairs
criteria for awarding medal Component Veterans Services

Sponsor Rules by Request of Joint Armed Services Comm

Requester Military and Veterans Affairs Component No. 421

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 ©o° e
|[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) o.n 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1C02 Federal Receipts 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Recepts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 00 0.0 00 0.0 00
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbrovlato) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 00
Estimato of any current year (FY2007) cost: 00

Mark this box (X) If funding for this bill is included in tho Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-timo 0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0 00
Part-time 00 00 0.0 00 0.0 00
Temporary 00 0.0 00 0.0 00 00

ANALYSIS: {Atldth asoporatapogoitnecosi try)

Tho Department of Military and Veterans Affairs has a very minor rolo in tho award of this medal and does
not expect a fiscal impact.

Phono (907) 4G5-4602
DatoATimo 5/2/07 4 00 PM

Prepared by Mr John Cramer, Acting Deputy Commissioner

Division Commissioner's Olfico

Approved by  Gonorol Craig Campbell, Commissioner Pain 5/2/2007

Agoncy Department of Military and Veterans Attain
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Co-Chairs

Representative N ancy Dahlstrom

Senator Bill W ielechow ski

CS House Hill 244 (FIN)am
Creating an Alaska Decoration of Ilotto.

Last year, the Legislature passed House Concurrent Resolution 48 re?. rig that the Alaska
Legislature, through the Joint Armed Services Committee, create the ka Medal ol' Honor and

establishing its criteria.

The Pittance Committee Substitute changed the name to the Alaska Decoration of Honor and will
recognize military service members wi.o have made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our
freedoms. This special medal will be aw <.led on behalf ol the residents ol Alaska to an
individual who was killed in action since statehood while:

* engaged in an action against any enemy of the United States;

» engaged in .ilitary operations involving conflict with ail opposing foreign force:

« serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an armed conflict against an

opposing armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party;
e serving in or deploying to or from a combat zone as designated by presidential

order.

To be eligible to receive the Alaska Medal of Honor, an individual must have been, at the time
the individual was killed in action, a member of;
» the Alaska National Guard who was a state resident.
» the United Slates military reserves who was a stale resident, or
» the regular United States armed forces who was a legal resident ol the state or
stationed in the state by proper order of the U.S. Department ol Defense.

The adjutant general will annually obtain a list from the federal government of those who meet
the criteria above. The list will then he forwarded to the | egislature foi appropriate honors.

I lie legislature acknowledges the honorees by a concurrent resolution introduced by the House
Speaker or Senate President, or their designees, and Iv adopted by both bouses, hi accordance
with the legislation, the Joint Armed Services Committee will make arrangements for the
designing the medal and writing the standard operating procedures lot the awarding ol the Alaska

Decoration ol Honor.

In conjunction, the state's adjutant general will enter and maintain the name of each recipient on
the Alaska Dtcoiation ol Honor Roll.

We ask lor your support ol CSI IH 244(HN)am to give Alaskans a special way to honor om fallen
heroes at home. Thank you.
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THE LEGISLATURE

2006

Legislative
Resolve No.

Source
51

IICR 48 am S

Relating to establishing the Alaska Medal of Honor.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, in times of threats to our nation's security, the armed forces of the
United States stand ready to protect our nation; and

WHEREAS the armed forces of the United Stales also protect the lives and freedoms
of individuals from other nations who cannot light for themselves; and

WHEREAS the armed forces of the United States, which arc known for highly skilled
military personnel, unwavering patriotism, and undiminishing compassion for others, bravely
answered the call to light for the citizens oflraq and Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, as a central location ol armed forces training and prepaiation. the stale
has sent many members of the Alaska National (iuard. the military reserves, the United States
Air Force, the United States Army, the United Stales Marine Corps, the United Slates Navy,
the United Stales Coast (iuard, and the United States Coast Guard Reserve who are state
residents or who were stationed in the state to protect the United States from terrorist groups
based in Irag and Afghanistan; and

\\ IIEREAS, in the course of active and unpredictable military duly, members of the
-1- Fiirollcd 11CR 48



armed forces often become engaged in dangerous situations, endangering their own lives as
they act to protect innocent civilians; and

WHEREAS airmen, airwomen, soldiers, marines, and sailors who arc state residents
or who were stationed in the state have served in some of the most dangerous areas of Iraq
and Afghanistan and have come into contact with opposing forces on a daily basis; and

WHEREAS man> heroes who were residents of the stale or who were stationed in the
slate have been killed in action, courageously sacrificing their lives to protect the lives of
Americans and of foreign citizens; and

WHEREAS the people of the state are grateful to and saddened by the loss of those
members of the armed forces who have been killed in action, and stand by the surviving
family members in support; and

WHEREAS the members of the armed forces who have been Kkilled in action will be
forever remembered as heroes who sacrificed their lives so others could be free from acts of
terrorism;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the legislature establish an
Alaska Medal of Honor that may be awarded to residents of the state and those who were
stationed in the state who have been killed in action; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED by the Alaska Slate Legislature that the Alaska Medal of
Honor be awarded to residents of the stale or those who were stationed in the state who have
been killed in action while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United Slates; and be
it

FURTHER RESOLVED that a recipient of the Alaska Medal of Honor be a resident
of the state or have served in the state as a member ol’ihc Alaska National Guard, the United
States regular armed forces, the United States Coast Guard. Ol the United Stales armed forces
reserves at the time the combat fatality occurred; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Armed Services Committee, in conjunction
with the Adjutant General ol the Alaska National Guaid and the commanding officer ol
Alaska Command or their representatives, prepare and design the Alaska Medal of Honor;
and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Armed Services Committee pieparc

legislation to be introduced and considered during the Twenty-Filth Alaska State | egislatmc,

Enrolled IICR 48 -2-



to provide lor ail Alaska Medal of Honor to help express the gratitude of the people of the

State of Alaska to the members of our armed forces who sacrificed their lives in defense of

our nation and its freedoms and to their loved ones; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Joint Armed Services Committee, in conjunction
with the Adjutant General of the Alaska National Guard and the commanding officer of
Alaska Command or their representatives, prepare and present guidelines for awarding the

Alaska Medal of Ilonor to the Alaska State Legislature for approval.

-3- [-moiled KK -IS
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The Hawaii State Senate
and Hawaii State 1louse
of Representatives
convened April 18,2006
in a special joint session
torecognize military
service members who
have made the ultimate
sacrifice.

The families ofthese
fallen service members
all received die Hawaii
Medal of Honor on
behalfoftheir loved
ones.

In 2005, the Legislature
passed House Bill 8,
which created the
Hawaii Medal of Honor.

This special medal is
awarded on behalfof
the people of the State
ofHawaii loan
individual who was
killed inaction while
serving out country as
part ofOperation Iraqi
Trecdom and Operation
lindming Freedom.

"The Hawaii Medal of
lionor is asymbol of
mu remembering those

who stood L.ill for our
values so that we may
live in aland

peipetnatcd m
righteousness," said
Sen. Norman Sakamoto,
Chair ofthe Senate
Committee on Fduc.itimr
and Military Allan s

Recipients o fthe medal
include members o f the
Ihilled Stales Aimed
Forces, the llulled
Slates Military
Rcscives, ami the
Hawaii National (it..ml,
who were residents ol

M e d a l

f a

the State o f Hawaii,
attended an

educational institution!"
in Hawaii, or were
stationed in Hawaii by
order of the United

Ile n m

of H onor presented

rs onn e |

States Department of-, \l\edM *"' r'n,i»et
never

Defense.

As of Fchiuary 28,
2006, Hawalii has lost
120 service members

will] I Inwaii lies, who Zlg X

have sacrificed their
lives while in the line of
duty.

The effort to identify
those eligible for the
medal has taken many
months, said Rep. K.
MaikTakai.

"Working with all the
branches of the
militaiy, we worked
extremely hard to
identify each seivice
member who sacrificed
their lives," Takal said

| he primary nextofkin
and their families for
each service member
were invited to attend

More than 150 people
from across Hawaii, the
IJ S. Mainland, Guam,
Saipan and American
Samoa were present as
ml9 families received the
medal at theceieniony
on die |louse Fluor,

"We .ne truly plateful
lot the sacrifices that
these families have
made," T.ikai said.

" This medal is just a
small token ofmu
utmost appreciation. It
tells these families that
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we also ('neve for their
loss,” Tnkai added.

A planning committee
chaired by Rep, Ken lIto,
Major General Rohcit
Lee and Sakamoto met
tor about a ye.ii to
design and create the
medal, and to
coordinate plans for the
ceremonies slated for
next month

Six-year-old dnujhtor My.i Williams and mother
Brandy .cctivcd tho Hawaii Modal ol Honor on

behalf of Army Sql Eurjimo Williams, who sv.r.

killed March 29, 2008 in Ir.uj Sijl Williams was
lho tasl casually with bos to Hawan Prnsuninuj
thu medal is House Spoakur Calvin Say, whilu

Gov tinda linrjla oilers her condolences

" I his is the least we
can do for all these
families and foi the
seiviee members who

See Medals presented
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Hawaii Medal Of Honor Recipients Recognized
April IG, 2007 09:30 AM
By Beth Hillver
HONOLULU (KHNL) - Three thousand six hundred and forty two
U.S. service members have died since the conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan began. Many of those killed in action have ties to
Hawaii. Monday, the Hawaii State Legislature will honor those
who died in the line of duty.
The family of Marine Major Megan McClung will be among those Marine Msjor Megan McGiany

with heavy hearts attending the ceremony.

Mike and Re McClung have a lifetime of memories of their
daughter Megan Malia Leilani McClung.

Re McClung says, "Megan was very proud she was born in the
islands."

They are here to receive the Hawaii Medal of Honor on her
behalf.

Mike McClung explains, "The state is honoring the service men
and women who have lost their lives in Irag and Afghanistan.
This is the second year they have done it and we are very
honored they have chosen to this for our service men and
women because they are the heros of this tiling,"

She was killed December 6th when a roadside bomb destroyed
her vehicle. She is the highest ranking female marine killed in

combat. Instead of her death, her parents focus on her zest for
life. Megan was an talented athlete.

Mike McClung states, "She was a world class triathlete competed
in the ironman here twice."

She volunteered to serve as a public affairs officer in Irag.

Mike McClung adds, "Megan believed as we do that everyone
deserves freedom of choice and she wanted to go back over
there to make sure she helped the American forces bring freedom of choice to the people of

Irag.”
Megan would have turned 35 Saturday.

Re McClung concludes, "1 think Megan embodied the aloha spirit. What she was known for was
her smile, her energy, her positive attitude, her sense of humor, that’s oil part of the aloha

spirit."

There will be more than 80 families and their fallen service members honored on Monday's

IH1])./7klilll.coili, glul)il, sb)I \ as|) .'j-().$7.i lUjAL'licill 1>[>G—2111Uablc 5/1/20U7
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More Military news

Hawaii Medal of Honor awarded to deceased service
members

By Mark Niesse
ASSOCIATED PRESS

7:08 p.m. April 16, 2007

HONOLULU - When Marine Lance Cpl. Timothy Brown left for duty in Iraq last fall, his mother promised
she would fight her terminal cancer until he returned.

Susan Brown was still alive Monday to receive (lie Hawaii Medal of Honor for her son, who died at age 2!
afterjust eight weeks in Iraq.

"I was the one trying to hang on until he got home. Ishould have made him make the same promise to me,”
she said. “He had an amazing life, even though he was only 21."

Timothy Brown was one of 67 service members with ties to Hawaii who were given the award after dying in
Irag and Afghanistan during the last year.

Brown, of Sacramento, Calif., was killed Nov. 14 after his Humvee was hit by a roadside bomb in Iraq's Al
Anbar province. He was assigned to the and Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, Il

Marine Expeditionary Force at Kaneohe Bay in Hawaii.

The Hawaii Medal of Ilonor is believed to he the only such state award in the country honoring service
members in the Middle East, and this is the second year it has been distributed. Last year, 120 service

members received the medal.

"It tears my heart out to see the parents of soldiers who have given the ultimate sacrifice," said 11 Col. Drew
Meyerovvicli, battalion commander for the Army's 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, who saw 10 out of

16 soldiers lost from his unit receive the medal.

Military leaders, fellow service members, family and elected officials attended the ceremony at the state
Capitol to remember those who died. After the names of the deceased were announced, a hell chimed twice

as their age and connection to Hawaii was read out.

Then family members or friends, draped with purple lei, walked to the front of the state Senate chamber lor
the presentation ol the Ilawaii Medal of Ilonor, which features the state coat of arms and the Maltese Cross

“Without the protection of our uniformed men and women, we civilians would not he able to reap the
benefits of a free and democratic society,” said Rep. Calvin Say, 1)-Sl. Louis lleight.s-V’ilhelmiua Rise. "We

must live in a manner that proves we are worthy of their sacrifice."
The award is given for service members who had been residents of Hawaii, were stationed in the islands,

attended college here or were members ol the Ilawaii Nalioual Hoard when they died.

hltp;//sigin)ii.s;iiKlicgo.piiiillhi.s.i.,hckahihl>.coin/piApt. .ictioii=cpic'ctillc- SignOiiS.uiDicgo.x..., 5. [-JUU
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The ceremony included a 21-gun salute and the playing of “Taps” from the Capitol rotunda.

During the ceremony, no one talked about the merits of the war in Irag, instead focusing on upholding the
memory of service members who gave their lives for their country.

Marine Cpl. John Sims accepted the medal for 19-year-old Lance Cpl. Ryan A. Miller of Pearland, Texas, who

was Killed by a roadside bomb Sept. 14 while on patrol in the Anbar province. Miller had been assigned to the
3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, 11l Marine Expeditionary Force at Kaneohe Bay.

“He was a funny guy. He loved to laugh. He loved to crack jokes. Me worked well under fire,” Sims said. “This
ceremony gave all the family and friends a chance to come together. It means a lot.”

More than 43 families or friends of killed service members attended the ceremony. Medals for the others will
be mailed or hand-delivered to their families.

Meyerowich, the battalion commander, said the situation in Irag is improving because the Iragi people are
standing up to terrorism.

“People are sick and tired of terrorists with extremist views distorting the religion of Islam," he said. “They're
sick and tired of seeing their society run by explosions."

Hawaii's residents and troops feel the impact of the war because of the military's heavy presence in the
islands, said Maj. Gen. Robert G.F. Lee, state adjutant general and director of State Civil Defense.

"It is difficult to say goodbye ... to a loved one who was in the prime of life and their potential didn't have the
opportunity to blossom," Lee said. "When brave men die, it is their deeds and not our words that are

remembered.”
Find this article at:

http;//www.signonsandiego com/news/military/200704 16-1908-'.vst-medalolhonor.html

P Check the box to include tho list ot links referenced in tho article
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State honors fallen heroes

By William Cole
Advertiser Military Writer

Cpl. Kyle Grimes warned to go to college and work for the FBI
when he got out of the Marines.

The 21-year-old had a sense of humor. No matter what the
situation in Irag — no matter how dangerous or stressful, he
could crack everybody up.

Theresa Inouye, mother of Sgt.

Being in combat made the Kaneohe Bay Marine realize how Deyson Cariaga, who was Kilted in

important family is, and he wondered if he would make it out Irag last year, holds a Hawati Medal
i of Honor, The award recognizes

to some day have his own. Hawai i-linked military personnel

killed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Il is because of those memories Marybeth LeVan has of her _
. . . hICHARO AMIIO | The Honolulu
son. who died Jan. 26. 2005, and the Huwai'i State Legislature’'s  Aadvertiser

desire to honor that sacrifice, that she's flying out from Baton
Rouge. La., with five family members for a recognition
ceremony on Tuesday.

About 200 people from Ilawai'i, across the Mainland, Guam and Saipan are expected to attend
the Ilawai'i Medal of Honor presentation at the 10 a.m. joint session of the Legislature.

As of Feb. 2S, 120 service members with Ilawai'i lies had given their lives while serving in
operations Iragi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

When LeVan received the invitation, she said there was no question she would go. She, her
husband and daughter, her sister, brother-in-law and niece are spending about 52,000 apiece for

airfare and the hotel stay.

"This is what we have left of (Kyle) — ceremonies like this and remembrances, because
memories are all, that's it, that's what we have," LeVan said.

She said the stale's Medal of Ilonor is commendable. "I can't say enough what an honor it is. and
what it means to us that other people want to remember our boys as we do." she said.

Theresa Inouyc also will be there. Her son, Sgt. Peyson (’ariaga, 20. of Kalihi was killed by a
roadside bomb in Irag on July S outside Logistics Support Area Anaconda north of Baghdad.



Tho 2002 Roosevelt High School graduate was the only Hawai'i-based casualty from the nearly
yearlong Hawai'i National Guard and Reserve deployment to Irag.

"It's nice to know that people still recognize the fact that the war is still going on out there."
Inouye said yesterday. "My son won't be the last, but they are fighting for a cause. |1 dont want
that cause to be forgotten."

Inouye said the nine months since her son's death have been a roller coaster of emotions with
many lows. It doesn’t gel easier, she said. "There's just days you can't believe it happened, still,

she said.

Inouye is thankful that the Legislature is recogni/.ing her son's sacrifice. But it also brings back a
hurt that remains very raw. "It's a double-edged sword," she said.

She tries to dwell o1t the things that Deyson liked, including going to the beach, a family vacation
to Las Vegas, and regular Jamba Juice runs.

"Little things like that. It's the good things you try to remember," she said.

Recipients of the new medal include active duly. National Guard and Reserve forces who were
residents of Hawai'i, went to school here, were stationed here, or were attached to Hawai i units.

The silver and gold medal, with a circle of kalo leaves and maltose cross representing axes ol the
globe and Hawai'i as the crossroads of the Pacific, was approved by the Legislature in 2005.

A total 0f4S families will lie represented at the ceremony from inside and outside the state,
officials said. The Medals of Ilonor that aren't given to families on Tuesday will be sent to home

states for presentation.

The special joint session of the Legislature will Ire held in the Ilouse chambers. The public is
invited to attend, but there will be 110 public parking at the Capitol.

Lach fallen service member will be recognized by name, the toll of a bell, and presentation ol a
Koa-cased Hawai'i Medal of Honor to a family member.

The effort to identify those eligible for the 13385363 ' months, said House vice speaker
Rep. K Mark Takai. D-3-Ith (Pearl City, Newtown, Royal Summit).

"Working with all the branches of the military, we worked extremely hard to identify each service
member who sacrificed their lives," he said.

Tak.u, a captain in the Hawai'i Army National Guaid, served .is the casually assistance officer tor
Clariaga's family.



"We arc truly grateful for the sacrifices that these families have made," Tukai said. "This medal is
just a small token of our utmost appreciation. It tells these families that we also grieve for their

loss."

Whether future war dead will be honored with a Medal of Honor at ajoint legislative session next
year or in some other manner hasn't been decided.

Behind the names on the list arc deaths and family tragedy that came singly, as with Cariaga, and
in multifold loss, as with the crash Jan. 26. 2005, of a CH-53E Super Stallion helicopter in a

sandstorm in western Iraq that claimed 31 lives.

The crash remains the single greatest loss of life from the Irag War. Of the total. 26 Marines and a
Navy corpsman were from Kane'ohe Bay. Grimes was one of those Marines.

The Hawai'i unit had lost eigh Vlarines in a suicide car bombing on Oct. 30, 2004. More would
die in house-to-house lighting in Fallujah in following months.

Kyle Grimes didn't want his mom to orry, but she learned from other family members what he

was facing.

"He saw buddies get killed,” LeVan said. "He saw the guy standing next to him lose an arm and a

leg."

She has kept in touch by e-mail and phone with other families who lost Marines.

"It's very healing to get together and ceremonies like this (the Medal of Ilonor) also are very
healing for us. knowing other people want to remember our sons." she said.

But like Inouye. she said it's still hard to believe her son is gone.

"l have to remind myself every day that it's really true. It doesn't get any easier. Ijust expect that's
how it will be for the rest of my life, just a tug, open wound," she said.

Two Army Reservists, Sgt. WilgeneT. l.ieto, 28, and Spc. Herenee W. Jack. 31, were killed on
Oct. 31, 2005 Both men, from Saipan and assigned to the Hawai'i-based 100th Battalion, 442nd
Infantry Regiment, were on patrol north of LSA Anaconda when a bomb exploded.

('at iaga was driving the third of seven Humvces in a convoy heading back to LSA Anaconda on a
beat-up asphalt road the military calls Route Ileather when a 155 mm artillery shell exploded.

He bore the brunt ol the blast and was killed instantly. Two of three Air Force airmen in the
Humvec suffered shrapnel injuries and broken ribs.

Theresa Inouye linds herself asking, "When will this all end for myself, and I think just the war in
general. | wish ... this war was over with."
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In honor of Hawaii's
fallen heroes

Relatives gather at the Capitol as tho state
awards posthumous Medals of Honor to 120

Uy Gregg K. Kakesako
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Syt rsi Clnss Kelly Martin LiDorato Bo.'or didn't want (us son Kylo to
grow u,<witnoul n dad. hko ho had

'Wo were only €wnon oui taihor died,- said bolors iivm brother
Koiin, ol Mnoi ‘Il was hard growing up without a dad

*1lu .vaniud so much lo ruliro from H'u Aimy and spend inoro inno
with Ins son. since no Know what a was >ko nuvor having a dad
Mow Kyio is living Iho same way ¢ glowing up without a dad *

Sf)t Uoior was one ol 17 101si Anbomo Division soldiors Kiiiod Nov
t5, 2003, iJuriny a collision ol two UincK HawK holicoplorr.
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*II was really a tough year lor us.’ said Kelly Bolor,
remembering her husband, Kolly Martin Llberato Bolor 'l lost
my lather that same year (My son) Kyle still looks at pictures
al our house and wishes his lather was mete ' Mother and son
wete al yesterday's ceremony at the stale Capitol.

Yesterday (ho Bolors were among moro than 200 family niombois
al ino jtalo Capitol attending tho first |Oint House and Sonato
sossi an to posthumously honor 120 soldiers, Mannos, airmen and
sailor, with Hawaii ties killed in Irag and Afghanistan between
March .003 and Fob. 28.

Tho Hawaii Modal ol Honot. encased individually in a koa Iramo.
was ptosonlod lo lamily or Inends ol 49 service members. As
House Clorl; Patricia Mau-Shimizu road each ol tho 49 names, a
lone sailor lollod a brass boll and a (amiiy mombor or Inond walked
to tho podium to receive the modal Irorn Gov Linda Linglo, Sonato
Prosidont Robert BuntJa, House Speaker Calvin Say and Map Gen
Bolt Loo

Tho family mombors and Inonds, who catno Irom as tar as Saipan
and Iho Enst Const, had paid thoir own way to parncipato ip tho first
presentation ol tho Hawaii Modal o! Honor Modala lor tho other 7!
(alien warnors woto lo bu mailed or nand-dolivorod to thoir lamiiios

Tho reading ol thu last name yesterday was lollowod by a 2t-gun
saluto As a buglor played taps in the capilol courtyard, a woman
could bo hoard sobbing as tho audtonco stood silontly at attention

inside
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More than 40 families attended yesterday's Hawaii Medal of
Honor ceremony during a special joint session ol the s.ate
House and Senate Melissa Jack tearfully accepted a medal
and certificate Irom stale Rep Kan llo

linglo tuld tho gathoring that she romomborod silting with a group ol
widows as lhoy dealt with thoir livos and tho inlant children who
would never know their lathers.

‘I hoped that tho children would ono day appreciate tho sacnlico
that their lathor had mado and their mother mado tor our country,*

sho said.

Whtlo providing a modal can't take away tho pain ol losing a loved
ono, it shows that Hawaii will nevor torgot thorn, sho said

Tho sentiment provided some comlort to families who have
sacrificed so much.

‘It's been a rough road for us,* said Brandy Williams, ol Waipahu,
who received Iho modal honoring hor husband, Sgt. Eugene
Williams. "And coremomos lino this, romombrancos, you know, and
our memories, that's all wo have.*

Imp://hljirbullclm.coiu/2U(J()/U l/Ib/ncwp/.xiDi\ @l.litml 5/1/2007
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Altar the ceremony, Knlab Wilkowski, 5, proudly held llia

medal awarded posthumously lo his lather, Spc: Philip
Wilkowski Looking on were Tina Wilkowski with her other son,
Kyle, 2. and her lather, Karl Ross

Sgt. Williams, ol Highland, N Y , was serving with tho 3rd Inlaniry
Division in Iraq when ho was killod by a suicide bomber posing as a
taxi dnver on March 29, 2003

His wilo atlondod lho coromony wilh daughters Mya. 6, and 3’yoar*
old Monica, who wore a pink dress and a pin with a pholo ol her
lathers smiling laco. 'Wo mado this lor tho funeral.* Brandy
Williams said.

Tor the Bolors, tho slate's honor i3 uddud to sovoral tributes to thou
Inrnily hero

Koilh Bolor said that lor tno past throe years, Irtonds on Maul have
hold a sollball tournament in his brothors honor on Veterans Day. a
low days boforo tho anniversary ol his death.

And Sgt Bolors wile, who is also namml Kolly, said that in Jjno,
tho Army Rosorvo will roname its training cantor lor tho 137th
QuarioriTiastor Company in El Monto, Calif.,, flitor hor husband A
lotmor Aimy rosorvisl. Sgt Bolor was cailod into active duly twice,
,/nst tor Dosed Storm in 1991 and thonlortho current war in Iraq

Mrs. Dolor, who livos m Whittior, Calif., wan 6-yoar-old K'ylo. said
her son look iho loss ol his lather 'roally hard * She sought
counsolmg lor him and enroiiod him m nmriiai arts to help him
manngo his anger

*lwas roally a lough year lor us."” bho said ‘Kylu sliil looks al
pictures at ouf houso and wishos his Inlhor was thoro *

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN
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