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Alaska State Legislature

H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T IO N  C O M M IT T E E

H ouse  B i l l  168: D O T  a n d  R R  L a n d  S w a p

House  B i l l  168 w o u ld  au tho r ize  the A laska  Ra ilroad  Co rpo ra t io n  (A R R C )  to ex change  app rox im a te ly  ten 
acres o f  land  w it h  the D epartm en t o f  Transporta t ion and P u b l ic  Fac i l i t ie s  (DOTPF )  to a ccommoda te  two 
D O T P F  projects . T h e  Parks H ig h w a y  Im p ro vem en t  pro ject in  W a s i l la  and the H e a vy  A ircra ft Cargo  
A p ro n  pro jec t at the F a irb anks  In ternat iona l A irport both requ ire an ad justment to the A laska R a i l r o a d ’s 
track and right-of w a y  lands . T h is  leg is la t ion  ensures that a l l the appropr ia te tit les to property can be in  
p la ce  for both o f  these importan t D O T P F  projects.

T h e  A laska R a i lro ad  C o rpo ra t io n  Act, A la ska  Statute 42.40.285, requires Leg is la t ive  approva for the 
A R R C  to “exchange , donate , sell or otherw ise c o n v e y  its ent ire interest in  la nd ” .

S e c t io n  1: Pa rks  H ig h w a y  Im p r o v e m e n t  P ro je c t
Sect ion  1 co nveys  a pp ro x im a te ly  6.3 acres o f  A R R C  property ad jacent to the Parks H ig h w a y  to D O T P F .  
T h e  w id e n in g  and la ne  im p ro vem en ts  to the Parks H ig h w a y  requ ired re loca t ion  o f  a po r t ion  o f  the A laska 
Ra i lroad  m a in l in e  in  the v ic i n i t y  o f  W a s i l la  Lake. D O T P F  acqu ired the necessary property south o f  the 
ex is t ing  200-foot A laska  Ra i lroad  right-of-way. T h e  A R R C  was ab le  to re locate its tracks to this property 
jus t south o f  its o r ig in a l a l ig nm en t . O n c e  the ra i lroad was re located, D O T P F  was  ab le  to com p le te  
construct ion o f  the im p ro vem en ts  to the Parks H ig hw a y .  T h e  pro ject is comp le te .

S e c t io n  2: F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r n a t io n a l  A i r p o r t  H e a v y  A ir c r a f t  C a r g o  A p r o n  
Sect ion 2 w o u ld  c o n v e y  app rox im a te ly  3.3 acres o f  A R R C  property to D O T P F  to a ccommoda te  
construct ion o f  the n ew  H e a v y  A ir c r a l l  C a rgo  Apron . Fa irbanks In ternat iona l A irpo rt is 43ul in  the nat ion 
for the am oun t  o f  landed  w e ig h t , serves near ly  a m i l l i o n  passengers and has 17 a ir l in e s  operat ing  at the 
fac i l i ty . R e p la c in g  the cu rren t ly  inadequate h eavy  aircraft cargo apron located next to the airport term ina l 
is part o f  the p lanned  cons truc t ion  upgrade and expans ion  o f  the Fa irbanks In ternat iona l A irport . O f  the 
four current aircraft p a rk in g  pos it ions , two interfere w ith  the tax iw ay  and create a potent ia l safety risk. 
E xp ans io n  o f  the te rm ina l w i l l  create add it iona l in terference w ith  the th ird park ing  pos it ion . T o  e l im in a te  
a potent ia l safety hazard and a ccommoda te  the airport expans ion , the D O T P F  is p la n n in g  to construct a 
new  heavy  aircraft cargo apron on A R R C  property ad jacent to the airport. T h is proposed land exchange  
o f  app rox im a te ly  3.3 acres w i l l  a l lo w  for the construct ion o f  a heavy  aircraft cargo apron that w i l l  p ro v id e  
park ing  for four la rge cargo p lanes and be des igned to hand le  the w e ig h t  and s ize o f  the largest cargo 
planes. D O T P F  must ha ve  a le g a l ly  su ff ic ien t t it le interest to property in  order to c o m p ly  w ith  Federal 
A v ia t io n  A dm in is t ra t io n  (FAA ) grant assurances and fund ing  par t ic ipa t ion  requ irements . Cons tru c t io n  o f  
this pro jec t w i l l  b eg in  this summer .



HEAVY AIRCRAFT CARGO APRON

^ P R O J E C T  D E S C R IP T IO N * :

W o r k  u n d e r  th is  p r o j e c t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w
26.5 a c r e  c a r g o  a p r o n  a r e a  a t  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  w e s t  r a m p  a n d  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  T a x iw a y  "A"  a p p r o x im a t e l y  1,000 f e e t  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s .  T h e  
a p r o n  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e  f o u r  B-747 o n  c o n c r e t e  h a r d s t a n d s .  A n c i l l a r y  
w o r k  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f e n c i n g ,  a c c e s s  r o a d s ,  s n o w  s t o r a g e  
a r e a s  a n d  s u b s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  s y s t em s .

* P R O J E C T  JU S T IF IC A T IO N * :

T r a n s ie n t  h e a v y  a i r c r a f t  p a r k i n g  is p r o v i d e d  o n  t h e  a p r o n  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  R e c e n t  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a v e m e n t  i n  th is  a r e a  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a p r o n  h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n d  o f  its d e s i g n  l i f e  a n d  
r e q u i r e s  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o r  t o t a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t w o  o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  f o u r  h a r d s t a n d s  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  FAR  P a r t  77 t r a n s i t io n  s u r f a c e .

A ls o ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  e x is t i n g  f o u r  h a r d s t a n d s  w i l l  b e  r e n d e r e d  i n o p e r a b l e  
th is  s u m m e r  d u e  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p a s s e n g e r  t e r m i n a l  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  T e r m in a l  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t .  
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  o l d  h a r d s t a n d  w i l l  b e  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  c o n f l i c t e d  w h e n  d u r i n g  
p a s s e n g e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t e r m i n a l .

T h e  p r o j e c t  s i t e  is in  a n  u n - d e v e l o p e d  a r e a  o f  t h e  a i r p o r t  a n d  it is 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l  p e r m i t  t h e  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  l a n d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a i r s i d e  f r o m  t h e s e  
p r o p e r t i e s .  This d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  e x p a n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r e v e n u e  b a s e  fo r  
a i r p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s  b y  o p e n i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  l e a s e  a c r e a g e ,  a f f o r d i n g  
w a r e h o u s i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  a s s u r in g  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g - t e rm  h e a v y  
a i r c r a f t  p a r k i n g .
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PARKS HIGHWAY - WASILLA
PROJECT SUMMARY STATEMENT

T h e  Parks H ig hw ay  is a  rural interstate h ig hw ay  that p rov id es  a c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  
th e  m a jo r c it ies o f A ncho rag e , W as i l la  a nd  Fa irbanks . Th is  project, lo ca ted  b e tw e en  
the  in tersect ion w ith the G le n n  H ig hw a y  and  the C ity  of W as i l la ,  is the pr irnary 
h ig hw a y  b e tw een  A n ch o ra g e  and  W as i l la .  Th is  portion of the Parks H ig hw a y  w as 
o r ig ina l ly  constructed in 1971 and  1972 as  a two-lane rural h ig hw ay . In 1996, the 
h ig hw a y  w a s  w id en ed  b e tw e e n  Pa lmer-Wasil la  H ig hw ay  a nd  C ru s e y  Street to four 
la nes . T h is  project recons tructed  the portion of the Parks H ig hw a y  b e tw e en  S ew a rd  
M er id ian  Parkway and  C ru s e y  Street.

T h e  recen t pro ject is the third s e gm en t  of the Parks H ig hw a y  reconstruct ion 
from the G le n n  H ig hw ay  th rough the C ity  of W a s i l la ’s centra l b u s in e s s  district. T h is  
pro jec t reconstructed the Parks H ig hw a y  from Seward  M er id ian  Parkway (Seward 
M er id ian) to C ru se y  Street. T h is  sec t ion  of the Parks H ig hw ay  is lo ca ted  w ith in  a 
c om m e rc ia l  district of the C ity  of W as i l la .  T o  be cons is ten t w ith  the a d ja c e n t  
c om m e rc ia l  d e ve lo pm en t , the cha ra c te r  of the h ig hw ay  c h a n g e s  at S ew a rd  M er id ian  
from a h igh-speed (55 mph) rural h ig hw ay  to a n  in te rm ed ia te  s p e e d  (45 mph) urban 
h ig hw a y  p rov id ing  a c c e s s  at spe c if ied  loca t ions . T h e  pro ject in c lu d e s  frontage roads 
im p ro ved  or constructed  a d ja ce n t  to, a nd  para lle l w ith , the Parks H ig hw ay , as 
appropr ia te  for a c c e s s  to a d jo in in g  propert ies .

T h e  D epa rtm en t cons truc ted  a five-lane h ighway: two la n e s  no rthbound  and  
two la n e s  so u thbo und  w ith a m e d ia n  two-way left turn la n e . Add it iona l 
im p ro vem en ts  inc lude: recons tructed  or n ew  twc-iane, two-vvay, fron tage roads; a 
grade-separated in te rc hange  at S ew a rd  M er id ian  Parkway; a c o n t in u o u s  pa thw ay  on 
the h ig hw a y ’s north s ide; re lo ca t ion  o f  approx im ate ly  %  o f a m i le  o f  ra i lroad track; 
a n d  h ig hw a y  a nd  in tersect ion  i l lum ina t io n . T h is  3.4 m i le  s e gm e n t  trans it ions from 
the  four la n e  d iv id ed  h ig hw a y  to the eas t to a  lower-speed s e gm e n t  p a ss in g  through 
the c e n te r  of W as i l la . T h e  D epa r tm en t  com p le ted  construc t ion  o f the pro ject in 
2006.
T h e  total p ro jec t co s t  is a p p r o x im a te ly  $55,697,000.
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