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Community and Regional Affaire Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 204
SB 204 MUNI TAX EXEMPTION: COMBAT DEATHS

"An Act relating to an optional exemption from municipal property taxes for residences of widows and
widowers of certain members of the armed forces of the United States; and providing for an effective date.”
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Fact Sheet for : Senate Bill 204 Contact: Heather Brakes, 465-4797
Sponsor: Senator Gene Therriault

Short Title: Property Tax Relieffor Military Widows and W'idowers

Summary:
* Provides a Parual or whole municipal #oroperty tax exemption to the widow or widower ofa
member of the United States’ armed forces who is killed inthe line of duty.
m Requires that the deceased served in active duty capacity, was _ellglble for hostile fire or
imminent dan%er pay, and died within 90 days if having sustained combat related injuries.
m Requires that the widow or widower be a permanent Alaska resident. _
m Allows a municipality the discretion to shape and opt-in to the property tax exemption.

Benefits:
m Provides financial reliefto families of members of the United States’ armed forces killed during

combat operations. _ o _
« Honors the sacrifices made by members of the armed services and their families while protecting

the United States from foreign aggression.

Background:

m Operations Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom bﬁ?a_n on October 7,2001 and March 20, 2003,
Heeding their nation’s call, men and women of the United States’ armed forces left behind
friends and family to serve our country. Sadly, not all returned home. In Alaska alone, over
elgihty soldiers have died in the Iraq and Afthanlst_an theatres of war. Many of these fallen
soldiers’ families have chosen to make Alaska their home. This bill will help to ease their
financial and emotion burdens as well as to offer a token of appreciation by the citizens of

Alaska.

Skilled Resparsible Coeenative
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SENATOR

GENE THERRIAULT
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1292 Sadler Way. Suite 308
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

(907) 488-0857

Fax: (907) 488-4271
Senate

Memorandum

To: The Honorable Senator Donald Olson
Chair Senate Community and Regional Affairs

From: Senator Gene Therriau
Senate Minority Leader

Date: January 21, 2008
Re: SB 204 - Property Tax Relief for Military Widows and Widowers

Senate Bill 204 (Property Tax Relief for Military Widows and Widowers) honors the
sacrifices made by members the United States' armed forces and their families by
grantlr_lg municipalities the option of providing a partial or whole property tax exemption
to a widow or widower of a member of the United States' armed forces killed in the line
of dut}/. Though traglca_lly freed of their military obligation to live in Alaska, many of
these fallen heroes’ families choose to make Alaska their home. SB 204 provides a
measure of financial relief as the transition from military to civilian life is made.

In deference to Alaska’s economic and demographic diversity, SB 204 refrains from
dictating the provisions of the property tax exemption bv granting authority to each
municipality to implement provisions such as tax exemption rate, qualification
retroactivity, and exemption duration.

| respectfully request that youjoin me in honoring our armed forces by scheduling Senate
Bill SB 204 for a Community and Regional Affairs Committee hearing.

Email: Sanator_Qana_TherriaultOlagis.atata.ak.ua
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Senate

Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 204

"AnAct relatingf to.an optional exemptionfrom municipal property taxes
for resicences oF widows and wicowers of certain mempers ofthe armed
forces ofthe United States; andprovidingfor an effective date.”

Alaska Statute 29.45.050 (iX2) provides authority for amunicipality to:

"....exempt from taxation the assessed value that exceeds $150,0000f real

property owned and occupied as a permanent place of abode by a resident wha is
a disabled veteran, including a person Who was disabled in the’line of duty while
serving in the Alaska Territorial Guard.”

Senate Bill 204 extends a similar token of gratitude by granting municipalities the option
of provid.ng a partial or whole properg tax exemption to a widow or widower of a
member of the United States® Armed Forces killed in the line of duty. To qualify for the
property tax exemption, the deceased must have qualified for hostile fire or imminent
danger pay and died within 90 days if having sustained combat related mhurles.
Furthermore, the exemption applies only to widows and widowers who choose to make
Alaska their home; their real property must be owned in Alaska and serve as their
permanent place of abode.

In deference to Alaska’s economic and demographic diversity, SB 204 refrains from
dictating the provisions of the property tax exemption by granting authority to each
municipality to implement provisions such as tax exemption rate, qualification
retroactivity, and exemption duration.

Email' Senator Gena. TherriauHOlegn
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This legislation would allow municipalities to partially or wholly by ordinance exempt from taxation real ﬁroperty owned
and occuwed by a resident a who Is the widow or widower of certain members of the armed forces of the United
States. The residence must be a permanent place of abode.

This is a local optional prop[erty tax exemption not reimbursable by the State. It would have no fiscal impact on the

operations of the division. The amount of municipal residential real property potentially subject to this tax exemption is
indeterminate.

Regaadly Taadve Deda Roe 820
ODwson ~ @OmurityadRgod Alds Rie/line 1348 ARV
Approved by: Emil R. Notti, Commissioner Date 1/31/2008
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809 Pioneer Road P.O. Box 712b7 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1 j(iu

Fax 907/459-1102
Fmail mayor(5)co.fdirbanks.ak us

January 29, 2008

The Honorable Senator Gene Therriault

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Therriault,

| would like to thank a%ou for your sponsorship of SB 204, also known as the Sgt. Irving
Hernandez Act of 2007,

The greater Fairbanks area incorporates a seamless community of military and civilian
residents. Those of us residing here hold an immense degree of respect and value for our
military families. However, there is no provision by which to allow for the same
Proper t?x exemptions for the spouses of our fallen active duty military as there exists
Or our Veterans.

This legislation allows our community to better honor the sacrifices and contributions of
our active duty residents and their families.

The Fairbanks North Star Borough fully supports the passage of this legislation.

Regards,

A A XUu:
Jim Whitaker. Mayor



Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly

809 Pioneer Read RO. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459*1401
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January 25, 2006

The Honorable Senator Gena Therriault

Stata Capitol
Juneau. Alaaka 99801-1182

Re:  Senate BIN 204

Dear Senator TharrlauH,

On behalf of the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembl&and myaaif as Bra_akfng
officer. | would Ilka to thank you for introducing Senate Bill 204 - Property Tax Relief for
Military Widows and Widowers.

In August of 2007 past Assemblymamber Hank Bertos and Mayor Jim WHtakar wore
approached and mat wtth Mrs. Susan Hernandez, the widow of Sgt. |rvmﬁ Hernandez
who had bean stationed at Fort Wainwrtght Army Post In Fairbanks and who waa Idled
by sniper lire while serving in the United States Arm In,Ira(i. Altar the meeting with Ms,
Hernandez, Mr. Bartos and Mayor Whitaker mat with the Interior Deiegelon and
suggested that a M| be Introduced that would exempt a widow or a widower of a
member of the United States Armed Forces who had been killed In the line of duty, fmm
property taxes. We are grateful that you have moved forward wfth the information
presented during this meeting and have introduced Senate Bill 204.

Sadly more than 80 soldiers stationed in Alaska have bean Kkilled in Irag and
Afghanistan. A property tax exemption is a very small way to show our gratitude for the
sacrifices made by the military members and their families.

The Fairbanks North Star Boro%gh supports Senate Bid 204 and urges the Alaska State
Legislature to supPort it, providing some small measure of support and relief to the
Alaskan families left behind by brave young men and woman.

Sircerely,

Clduu

Nadine Winters
Presiding Officer
Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly

rflend. )
cc: FNSB Assembly, Mayor Whitaker
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Sponsored by: Mayor Isaacson & Councilmen Jacobson,
Wilson. McGhee. Small. Taylor, and Welch
Introduced & Adopted: October I. 2007

CITY OF NORTH POLE
RESOLUTION 07-13

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NORTH POLE URGING THE ALASKA
STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND STATE STATUTE TO ALLOW FOR
AN EXEMPTION OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR SURV IVING
SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES WHO HAVE LOST

THEIR LIFE IN ACTIVE DUTY COMBAT

WHEREAS, the North Pole City Council and the North Pole community have the
%]reatest grlde and respect for the members of the Armed Forces and strongly support
them: an

WHEREAS, the war in Iraq began on March 20, 2003 and in the years since, thousands
of men and women have made sacrifices for their country and for some the sacrifice has
meant their lives; and

WHEREAS, the sacrifice made by these brave men and women extends to their families
who struggle both emotionally and financially after their death; and

WHEREAS, the war has claimed more than 3700 casualties nationwide. The statistics
for Alaskans killed in action as of September 25, 2007 are 15 Alaska residents, 30
soldiers from Ft. Wainwright, 1from Eielson Air Force Base. 52 from Ft. Richardson and

5 from Elmendorf Air Force Base; and

XVH EREaAS, several surviving spouses have chosen to make Alaska their permanent
ome; an

WHEREAS, everythinﬁ that can be done should be done to ease the burden placed upon
surviving spouses and their children: and

WHEREAS, a small way to extend our gratitude to these families is to offer surviving
spouses of military members who have lost their life in combat, an exemption of
municipal property taxes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the North Pole City Council supports a
change to state statute that would allow for the municipal property tax exemption for the
surviving, un-remarried spouse of a military member killed in active duty combat.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the Honorable
Governor Sarah Palin and the Alaska Interior Delegation.

ik



Doyglas W. Isaacson, Mayor
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By: Hank Banos
Infroduced: 0*13/07
Amended: 0*13/07
Adopted: 0*13/07

THE FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH
RESOLUTION NO. 2007 - 38
A RESOLUTION URGING THE ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE TO AMEND STATE
STATUTE TO ALLOW FOR AN EXEMPTION OF RESIDENTIAL MUNICIPAL

PROPER!Y TAXES FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES WHO HAVE LOST THEIR LIFE INACTIVE-DUTY COMBAT.

WHEREAS, the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly and the

17 Fairbanks oommunity have the greatest pride andrespect for themembers of the

18 Armed Forces and strongly support them; and

19

3

WHEREAS, the war In Irag began in March of 2003 and Inthe years since
thousands of men and women have made sacrifices fortheircountry, for Some the

sacrifice has meant their lives; and

~ WHEREAS, the sacrifice made by these brave men and women extends
to their families who struggle both emotionally and financially after their death; and

WHEREAS, the war hasclaimed more than 3700 casualties nationwide
and more than 100 of those were military members stationed at military bases in

Alaska: and

WHEREAS, several surviving spouses have chosen to make Alaska their
permanent home; and

WHEREAS, everything that can be done should be done to ease the
burdon placed upon surviving spouses and their children; and

~WHEREAS, a small way to extend our gratitude to these families is to
offer surviving spouses of mMtary n mbers who have lost their fife In combat an

exemption of municipel property taxes.

_ NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Assembly of the
Fairbanks North Star Borough supports a change to state statute that would allow for
the residential municipal property tax exemption for the surviving spouse of a military

member killed Inactive duty combat.

Fairbanks North Star Borough. Aiaska RESOLUTION MO 2007-36
Page 1of2
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of (hit resolution bo sent to tho
Honorable Governor Sarah Pafci and the Alaska Interior Delegation.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 13th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2007.

Ayes: Bartos, Beck, Frank. Fools, Winters, Mustek, Thenrton, Hopkins

IwVVi rWnB
Excused: Rex

riftnnin mmnfr nminm imn
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By: Jim Whitaker, Mayor
Introduced: August 16,2007

FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH
RESOLUTION NO. 2006 -

A RESOLUTION THANKING THE INTERIOR DELEGATION TO THE ALASKA STATE
LEGISLATURE FOR THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE SGT. IRVING HERNANDEZ ACT
ALLOWING FOR THE EXEMPTION OF MUNICIPAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR
SURVIVING SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED SERVICES WHO HAVE
LOST HIS OR HER LIFE IN ACTIVE COMBAT DUTY

WHEREAS, the greater Fairbanks area incorporates a seamless

community of military and civilian residents; and

WHEREAS, those of us residing here hold an immense degree of respect

and value for our military familes; and

WHEREAS, there is no provision by which to allow for the same property

tax exemptions for the spouses of our fallen active duty military as there exists for our

veterans: and

WHEREAS, the Fairbanks North Star Borough desired to better honor the

contributions of our active duty residents and their families; and

WHEREAS, by sponsoring this legislation, the members of the Interior

Delegation have acted with forethought to recitify this situtuation in order for

municipalities to better honor the sactifices of our fallen active duty military by initiation

of the above mentioned legislation; and

WHEREAS, the Fairbanks North Star Borough is grateful for their efforts;

Fairbanks North Star Borough. Alaska RESOLUTION NO.2006-
Page 1 of 2
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Assembly of the
Fairbanks North Star Borough joins the Mayor and the many borough residents who
wish to honor our armed service personnel in thanking the folloning legislators,
recognizing them as community role models for their efforts in the Alaska Legislature
with the sponsorship of the Sgt. Inmng Hernandez Act of 2007:

Senator Gene Thermault; Senator Joe Thomas; Senator Gary Wilken; Representative
John Coghill; Representative Dawvid Guttenberg; Representative John Hanis;
Representative Scott Kawasaki; Representative Mike Kelly; and Representative Jay

Ramras
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS DAY OF .,20086.
Luke Hopkins
Presiding Officer
ATTEST: APPROVED:
Mona Lisa Drexler, MMC A. Ren6 Broker
Municipal Borough Clerk Borough Attormey

FajrQanKs North .gjflr Pprpyflh, AjgajSfi RESOLUTION NO.2006-
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