


Alaska State Legislature

SB 78 - Motor Vehicle Window Tinting

Sponsor Statement

Illegally tinted windows cause a number of safety concerns in Alaska's local
communities. The dark tints create a danger for peace officers who
approach vehicles, as they can completely block any view of the driver and
passengers. In addition, these tints deny pedestrians, bikers and
motorcyclists the opportunitv to confirm they have been seen by a driver
when meeting in an intersection or sharing a roadway.

Currently it is illegal for a vehicle to be on Alaska’s roadways if the window

tinting allows less than seventy percent of the light to transmit through the

glass. However, it is not illegal for higher levels of tinting to be installed by

auto detailing shops and similar businesses.

SB 78 would close this loophole by making it a violation to install illegal

window tinting. The bill would also help enforcement efforts by allowing

police to “go to the source™ by writing violations for installers.

Please join me in supporting this legislation.



FAIRBANKS POLICE DEPARTMENT
911 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701-4616
Phone: (907) 450-6500
Fax: (907)452-1588 Vo
Email: fpd(rfci.Fairbanks.ak.us

Starch 27, 2007

RE: SB 78

To Whom It May Concern:

Lam writing to voice my support for Senate Bill 78, which would make it a violation to
install illegal window-tinting. For some time now, the Stale of Alaska has required that
front passenger windows on a vehicle allow 70% transmittal of light, with rear windows
having a limit of 40% transmittance. These regulations were supported by our State’s
Department of Public Safety for a variety of safely reasons, to include:

The necessity for drivers to see outside of their vehicle clearly

The necessity for pedestrians and other drivers to make eye-contact with a
vehicle’s operator when preparing to cross a street, enter traffic, etc,

The leg.iimatc safety need for police officers and other lirst-rcspondc.s to be able

to see into a vehicle upon their approach

In spite of these common-sense regulations, it appears that numerous businesses have
engaged in the practice of installing window-tinting which exceeds these standards. It
has further come to my attention that many of these businesses have voiced opposition to

SB 78, citing that it w aid hurt their respective business operations.

While I'understand these business-owner’s concerns, Iwould respectfully suggest that
their efforts are somewhat misplaced. If these businesses feel tha current window-tini
requirements are unduly restrictive, they should be working to change the underlying
administrative regulation (13AAC 04.223). Regardless of whether or not a business

ow ner personally agree- with current tint-requirements, they alt know what the current
1aw is. FOr them to consciously disregard that law and install a window-tint which they

know to be illegal (and passing on the subsequent cost, for both the violation and tmt-
rcmoval, to their often ignorant and unsuspecting customers) is wrong, and should not be

allowed to continue

Sincerely,

Daniel P Hoffman, Chief
Fairbanks Police Department

Serving Fairbanks Since 1904



OPINION

Anchorage Daily News (AK) - April 6, 2007
Author: Staff
Too dark

Why is it legal to sell this product?

In Alaska, it is illegal to drive a car with tinted front windows that screen out
more than 30 percent of the light. Back windows can screen out no more than
60 percent of the light.

However, it is not illegal for an Alaska business to install window tinting that
violates the law.

This makes no sense. It's like saying, "It's illegal to smoke marijuana, but if you
want to sell it to somebody - sure, go ahead. You're not breaking the law. Your
customers are."

There are good reasons for limiting how dark a vehicle's front windows can be.
At about sunrise and sunset, dark tinting makes it harder for drivers to see

potential hazards. In many situations, safety requires pedestrians, bicyclists and
other motorists to make eye contact with another driver.

Heavily tinted windows are also a threat to police officers when they need to
stop a vehicle. Officers can't see whether the motorist is going to be cooperative

or draw a weapon.

Anchorage Sen. Hollis French wants to close the loophole that allows window -
tinting businesses to profit from selling an illegal product. His measure, Senate
Bill 78, would stop the problem at the source, instead of requiring police to chase
down customers who might not know they had spent their hard-earned money to

break the law.
Sen. French's original proposal made it a misdemeanor to sell illegally tinted

window installations. That was probably too harsh, and it would have been too
cumbersome to enforce. The latest version of his bill fixes that flaw by letting

police issue a ticket to the business doing the installing.

After police write a few tickets, businesses should get the message. There's no
profit in selling a product that violates the law.

BOTTOM LINE: Tinted car windows are illegal and businesses shouldn't profit
from installing them.
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Paper: Charlotte Observer, The (NC)
Title: TEEN CHARGED IN DEATH OF PEDESTRIAN -
DRIVER'S VISION PARTLY BLOCKED BY TINTING ON WINDOWS, POLICE SAY

Date: September 20, 2005

A Mooresville teenager who struck and killed a pedestrian earlier this month was charged Tuesday with misdemeanor death
by vehicle, said Mooresville Police Chief John Crone,

Lake Norman High School student Kristina Lawson, 17, has told police she didn't see Janet Bush, 56, walking in the Morrison
Plantation subdivision before she struck her.

Crone said Lawson's vision was obstructed because of tinting on her front and side car windows Lawson had been
previously cited for her window tinting and had it removed before the car was inspected in June, Crone said

Some time after the inspection and before the Sept. 5 wreck, she put the tinting back on. Crone said.

The tinting and Lawson's failure to yield to the pedestrian's right-of-way in a crosswalk contributed to Bush's death. Crone
said.

The impact of the crash hurled Bush 110 feet down Morrison Plantation Parkway.

If convicted, Lawson could face ip to one year in prison, Crone said

Lawson faces an unrelated charge of underage alcohol possession in Mecklenburg County, records show A previous charge

of reckless driving to endanger had been dismissed in Iredell County.

Morrison Plantation residents have been pushing for a traffic signal at the intersection where Bush die . links the residential
and retail sides of the development, which incliues about 500 homes. Lowe's YMCA, a Harris Teeter and other businesses

But town officials and the developers of Morrison Plantation have disagreed about who's responsible for improvements at the
intersection. The parkway is a private road that belongs to the developers, but motorists use it as a cut-through between

Brawley School Road and N.C. 150
A memorial service for Bush is planned for Friday at St. Therese Catholic Church, 2'7 Brawley School Road

Caption:
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Copyright (c) 2006 The Charlotte Observer
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Paper: San Antonio Express-News
Title: SHOOT.SIDE Premonition prompted patrolman to qo home, get bulletproof vest

Date May 19,1992

San Antonio Patrolman Gilbert Tovar routinely wears his bullelproof vest only on high-crime weekend mghls. but an eerie sense ot
foreboding prompted him to don the prolective shield early Monday

He called it a lile-saving premonition

Three hours into his overnight shift, Tovar stopped a motorist who fired a bullet through the tinted driver's window and into Tovar’s
chest.

The slug denied TOVar's metal nameplate before its deadly path was deflected by the officer's vest.

"l might not be alive right now if | hadn't worn my vest," the 29-year-old officer said Monday afternoon from his home, where he was
recovering from the shooting.

Other than feeling "kind of sore" from the impact of the 38-caliber bullet slamming into his body at close-range and nursing
superficial neck wounds caused by glass shards and bullet fragments, Tovar was in good health and in good spirits

"l thank the Lord I'm still alive,” said the San Antonio native, whose two-year police career is the realization of a dream that began
his freshman year in high school.

With his parents at his side. Tovar spent Monoay "just trying to rest up,” adding that he planned to take his first shooting "as a
learning experience."

One thing he has learned, he said, is that every night is a potentially dangerous night for a police officer

"l only wore my vest on Friday and Saturdays That was wrong," Tovar said. "It could happen anytime Lasl mghl proved that's r.ght *

The officer can't explain his dealh-defying forewarning.
'last night, something didn't feel right," he said "l just didn't feel right about 'he mghl"

So two hours after he began patrolling downtown streets, Tovar returned home to get his vest

"It ust so happens it saved my life," he said.

Authorities said Tovar pulled over a car that was irivmg erratically about 2 a.m. on the West Side Tovar, unaware the motorist was
a suspect in the slaying of a San Antonio College professor, walked up to the car and was shot

"He caught me totally off guard.” Tovar said "He shot right through the window He didn't roll the window down "

As the car sped sped away, the injured officer fired at it and then radioed for help Police said the motorist, whom they arrested after
at ef pursuit, suffered a minor graze wound in the thigh from the round fired by Tovar

"l thank God that nothing happened to my son, and I'm grateful to God that that young man is OK. too," said Tovar's mother Olga

Tovar

Mrs Tovar said her son called from the ambulance to Say ne was injured, but all right

"He told me not to be scared.” she said
Despite his close call. Tovar who became a police officer (or the "challenge" and opportunity to help people will continue to proudly

wear the blue uniform

He added "I'm going to wear my vest every mght from now on, too."

Copyright 1992. 2002 San Antonio Express-News

Author Marty Sabcta
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Auto Accessories
6170 Old Seward Hwy
Anchorage, Alaska 99518

Dear Representative Kyle Johansen,

[ am the owner of Shades of Competition Ace. Inc. For the past 22 years | have enjoyed earning
my living as an automotive wire technician and window tint installer. My shop displays the
current law ielating to window tinting (13 AAC 04.223) at the cashier's counter and our
customers arc required to verify in writing that they must comply with the law in this regard. As
someone who takes pride in his livelihood. I am writing you about my concerns regarding Senate
bill 78. Ibelieve if you carefully consider this bill you will find that it is unfair in that it
threatens the honest employment of me and my co-workers and that it would actually decrease,

not increase, safety.

Senate bill 78 was introduced by Senator Hollis French to increase safety and to shift the burden
of law enforcement or window tinting facilities. Senator French apparently thinks that by
threatening to penalize respectable business establishments such as my own. safety will
somehow be increased and relevant laws may somehow be easier to enforce.

While this bill may appear sensible at first blush. I implore you to take the time to more carefully
understand the existing current law and the changes that would actually result if Senate bill 78
were enacted. In his sponsor statement. Senator French advises that "Currently it is illegal lor a
vehicle to be on Alaska's roadways if the window tinting allows less than thirty percent of the
light to transmit through the glass." This statement is correct, and will continue to reflect the
state of the law after passage of SB 78. However, please do not be mislead into thinking that
SB78 has any effect on how dark an Alaska car's windows may be. Senate bill 78 does not
change the existing glass tint standard, nor does it need to: Alaska has one of the most restrictive

state law's regulating vehicular window tinting in North America.

The more light transmitted through glass, the less dark the glass’ tint. 'Title 13, chapter 4. section
223 of the Alaska Administrative Code makes it illegal for most vehicles to be on Alaska's
roadways if the window tinting allows less than 70% of the light to transmit through the glass of
the driver and front passenger side window's. Current law also makes it illegal for most vehicles
to be on Alaska's roadways with less than 40% of the light transmitting through vehicle rear door
window's, quarter glasses, and back glasses. (It might inteiest you to know that the majority of
requests that Ireceive for window tinting in violation of these standards comes from Alaska law

enforcement agencies seeking to modify their official vehicles.)

Alaska laws have long reflected our value system by holding people accountable for their own
actions. Senate bill 78 turns that tradition on us head by singling out a specific group of honest
merchants and holding them accountable for the misconduct of their customers. In doing this.
SB 78 is surely going to fail to achieve its stated purpose of increasing safety by preventing
people form over-tinting their car windows. Since the people who choose to violate the law will
not be the ones being punished or held accountable for their actions, it is inevitable that this



measure will fail to encourage car owners to comply with the law. Senate bill 78 is detrimental
to society at large because it encourages people to not take responsibility for their actions.

It i and/or others in my profession arc going to be held liable any time someone with illegal
tinting claims that they obtained it from a particular vendor, the potential liability will be so great
that professionals such as myself, who are familiar with the legal standards involved, will have
no choice but to refrain from installing any window tinting at all. Individual members of the
public, however, would remain free to buy window tinting Kits online or from numerous vendors
who arc not held liable under the proposed legislation. Individual vehicle owners then become
free to violate the stringent standards incorporated in Alaska law, either through ignorance or
design, without any intervention by professional installers. Senate bill 78 would ultimately cause
window tinting to occur entirely outside of automotive shops, which honor and respect the law

and encourage compliance by the public.

I believe that by pushing window tinting into an underground market, tint standards would be
harder to regulate and more illegal tinting would occur. Individuals are less likely to be aware of
legal standards than shops such as my own, who post the law anti do our best to encourage

compliance with fit.

A better approach to obtain an increase in safety is available, however, and it would not preclude
my co-workers and | from continuing to make an honest living through our trade in the way that
SB 78 does. |suggest instead, that if the legislature wants to address the perceived problem, that
it could be solved through a registration system. Safety would increase and I could continue to
earn an honest living if customers where required to pay a state registration Ice with any window
tinting. With this fee. customers would receive a window tint hologram certifying that a shop
installed a tint job that complied with legal standards. Such a system would not only encourage
responsible window tinting, but it would protect shops from unfounded claims and prevent the
harms to our industry that SB 78 poses. At the same time, this registration system could assist
law enforcement by making verification of compliance easier and simultaneously generating

revenue.

Senate bill 78 would ultimately only cause the state's law enforcement to waste valuable
resources and put professional window timers out of business. This bill does not reflect Alaskan
values and would actually decrease, not increase safety in Alaskan communities, for these
reasons, Istrongly urge you to vote against Senate bill 78.

Sincerely,

t [f™

Cory Tipton






ALASKA LAW

-ront windshield 57 Strip of tint

-ront driver and passengers side windows
must allow 70% Visible Light Transmission
(VLT).

All other rear windows must allow 40%
J#(some exemptions).

use vehicles must comply with 49
71.205 (Federal Law)




FEDERAL LAW

e The Federal DOT specifiesaminimum of
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For Consideration

with tinted windows at night is the same as driving
with sunglasses on.

Sunglasses are regulated by the Food and Drug

Istration (FDA) as medical devices.
}oore<* X v el * >

Per the American Natlonal Standards Institute (ANSI)
Cosmetic sunglasses must let through at least 40% of the
visible |I_g ht (not recommended for erfat night).

;people choose General Purpose sunglasses in the 15
range.

Jaska’s Tinted w ow tints that
Iio% of VLT.

N/NnpaPaf&aspTBGColor*



ommon filter colors
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lighbgfty, which transmits 35 to 43% of visible light.
<dark gray, which transmits 14 to 25% ofvisible light
- light brown or tan, which transmits 27 to 29% of visible

dark brown, which transmits 18 to 27% ofvisible light
Igw, which transmits 68 to 71%
igh-definition filte- that inhibits blue light
or brown, for inddhtqgr co™pputer use, “m
60% of visible lit
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Shot To Death After Car Chase

D allas police officer was shot and killed Friday after a car chase in

car ended up nose to nose with the squad car, a police spokesman said.

W L ¥ y&IPWIn
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Mark Timothy Nix, 33, was declared dead at Parkland Memorial Hospital.
on :e>nearly seven years and was a veteran ofthe first G ulf W ar.
The car chase ended in a West Dallas neighborhood when the suspect lostcontrol ofhis
car. jit -
and the suspect’s car ended up frontbumperto front bumper.
says the suspectopened fire, shooting from inside his car.
around 5 p.m. after officers spotted the man, initially believed to be a

comm itted earlier this week, driving down&he street, the spokesm an



£</andgray ChevroletC aprice with customized rim s,driven by
had nearly blacked-outtinted window s, and the o fficers
see neitherthe race o fthe driver - the suspects in the
were black - norhow manypeople were
IIR t%car

4 *

W ith his other hand, he yanked outhis expandable baton, known as an

asp, and began ham mering on the window trying to break it.

ice's window barely budged, held together by the heavy tint. He
taged no more than a small hole when a shotcame from inside the

car. Police later found his baton and sideann laying beside the car.

eastone round from an assaultrifle, which may have at

imed. The bullet pierced Senior (

pped to the groundf



s of other problems

«Chicago”™- Police officers unable to see clearly though a
ted $rgidow mistakenly shot a passenger they thought
_agun (cell phone). Mayor vowed to ban all tinted

windows.

‘Numerous examples of criminals who were not identified
ause witnesses could not see the driver through tinted

-S.
|

;ith motor vehicles and pedestrians blamed on
f due to tinted



nal Highway Traffic Safety Administration has noted
13 windows can hamper police in determining whether a
o6cupant];gre wearing seat belts or have their children
| pfotectedine&r seats/

tints may also prevent other motorists from viewing the
cabins of cars in front of them
many drivers do, especiatlywhen roads are
2m

can impair a
to See






Nissan Maxima

70% VLT
(Light / Legal)

1

30% 7LT

(medium)
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asons tofsupport SB78

1,

<
epublic from unethical installers who would

| tinta vehicle, knowing that the installation is illegal.
P * A3k .
W ill reduce the number of citations issued to motorists.
Bt
fill increase safety on our highways:

1 ‘ :
lys wear sunglasses on a ly day, but can’t
low tint at night. ;
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To: David Scott
Subject: SB 78

of Fairbanks, Inc.
2550 South Cushman Street
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Phone (907) 456-8400 Fax (907) 456-8406

February 27m. 2008
Dear Rep. Johansen.

On Thursday. March 6. the House Transportation Committee is scheduled to hear SB

78. a bill regarding vehicle window tint enforcement In Alaska Bob Boswood. the owner of

Auto Trim Design and lwill be attending the teleconference, and would appreciate a chance to

testify

Our position on this bill is that it will no. achieve the objectives that it sets out to.
Rather, it wil. croato an environment hostile to the businesses it purports to waul help from.
W e would rather take a more proactive path towards a moro comprehensive solution, involving
the window film business community in the state ar a pafiner with law enforcement
Unfortunately, we can't be help if we are pushed o il of the business of selling window film by

SB 78

Gwen our largo transient military population, we have manyéfhicles come into tho
stato with window INm already installed As V\Mtten MN, everyone them fans to be In

compliance with Alaska * regulations Unloss there is a 100% crocudown on every vehicle

with window Rim. there will always be vehicles on Alaska's roads Ihat havo it

In 1994. Alaska basically adopted the federal light transmission limits set forth for
votudos when they rod out of the factory Those regulations are rather arcane and apply
differently to vanous types of voh»cios. For instance, if you have s Chevy Tahoe SUV. you can
lugadv havo the windows behind the front doors os dark os you want, most come from the
factory with a bght transmission level of around 20% However, if you have a Subaru station

wagon, you can tdarker* the windows at all and be within the logai | rmts

Window film products have many bonoftts that our customer’s enjoy beyond me.'*
appoarnnce. They eimirwuo UV rays, and reduce heal gain, s nice thing lor your kid who Is

J/IW200K
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strr. ed Into the back seat ona sunny day. The window film also holds broken glass
tog..her, reducing the amount of It flying around the Interior of a vehicle in the event of a
collision. These products can be used in a safe, sensible manner, providing real benaofits to
ths vehicle owner, and allow law enforcement personnel to be comfortable when approaching

a vehicle.

We look forward to testifying at the upcoming hearing.  If you have any questions albout
the business, history, or process of automotive window film products, please feel free to
contact me at any tine.

Andrew Felt

907-388-2577 cell

907-456-8400 daytime
afett@acsalaska.net
andrewf@autothmdesigr.alaska.com
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