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Alaska State Legislature

HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
Representative Kyle Johansen, Chair 

March 17,2008

Wc the undersigned agree to wave CSSB 216, An Act designating the Alaska Highway and portion o f (lie 
Richardson Highway as the Purple Heart Trail, from the House Transportation Committee onto the next 
committee o f  referral. Signature and agreement to w.'jvc docs not constitute support or opposition to the 
bill, nor obligate the member to a specific vote on the .-louse Floor.

Chair



Stale Capitol, Rm. 9 
Juneau, AK 99801 
(907)465-3704 

Fax:(907)465-2529

While In Anchorage 
716 W. 4* Ave, Ste.440 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907)269-0169 
Fax: (907) 269-0172

Senator Johnny E llis  
S e n a t e  M a jo r it y  L e a d e r

M EM ORANDUM

DATE: March 10 ,2008

TO: Representative Kyle Johansen, Chair
House Transportation Committee

FROM : Senator Johnny Ellis

RE: Hearing Request Tor SB 216 -  Purple Heart Trail

I am requesting that Senate Bill 216, “An Act Designating the Alaska Highway and part o f  the 
Richardson Highway as the Purple Heart Trail," be scheduled for a hearing in the House 
Transportution Committee at your earliest convenience.

The Purple Heart Trail is a nation-wide network o f  interstate highways which honors the sacrifices o f  
Americans who have been killed or wounded in combat. Alaska has over 100,000 active duty military 
personnel. National Guard members, and veterans, and oui p.irticipation in this effort is long overdue.

Included in this packet:
•  A current vc iion o f  CS SB 216 (TRA) 25-LS1280\C
•  Sponsor Statement
•  Explanation o f  Changes
•  Fiscal Note
• Backup Information
•  Letters o f  support

If necessary, other brckup will be forthcoming. Please contact my staffer Max Hensley at 465-3704 or 
Max_Hcnslcy@le^is.statc.ak.us with any questions.

Thank you.

Senator Johnny Kllit Male Capitol. Km 9 Juneau. AK 99*01 l%mr i90f) ehiS'ol fat 190 U 46IIS19 email SenatormJoknnv J lln  mlegtt oaiealut
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Sponsor Statement
SB 216: Purple Heart Trail

The Purple Heart medal is a United States military decoration awarded in the name o f  th 
President to those who have been wounded or killed in service to their country. SB 216 seeks t< 
recognize and honor recipients by establishing a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

The Purple Heart Trail is a national project to designate portions o f  the interstate highwa 
system as "The Purple Heart Trail System”, reminding Americans o f  the sacrifices made by thei 
and women in uniform. The original Purple Heart Trail was established in the Commonwealth o 
Virginia at Mt. Vernon and Tins the length o f  the Virginia Highway.

Today, the Purple Heart Trail extends across the nation. Signage drawing attention to the 
designation is placed at appropriate intervals along the highways to stimulate thought and discus 
among adults and children alike in contemplating the history o f  this nation, and those who have 
sacrificed for it.

Alaska’s participation in this national efTort is long overdue. We have a strong military 
tradition; an estimated 73,000 resident veterans, approximately 25,000 active duty military, and i 
more serving in the National Guard. In recent months, many returning Alaskan soldiers have bee: 
honored wi'h the Purple Heart Medal.

The Alaska Highway, completed during World War II by the US Army to serve as a supp 
route, is an apt choice for the designation as "Purple Heart Trail System". Signs designating the P 
Heart Trail will be seen by both visitors and residents and will demonstrate that Alaska recognize 
honors the sacrifices made by our wounded and fallen soldiers.

Please join me in supporting the establishment o f  a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

Senate Labor and Commerce 
Committee, Chair 

•
Legislative Budget and Audit 

Committee 
•

Senate Rules Committee 

Committee on Committees

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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RE:

March 10.2008

Representative Kyle Johansen 
tlonse Transponaiion Committee

Senator Johnny F.llb

Explanation of change* to SB 2 1 6 - Purple Mean Trail

UStM M Srttto* 
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Juneau. AK 99101 
(907)46J.J704 

F*« (907)46J-7J29
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These change* «  ere made in consultation * ith the Department o f 7r*. 1

SB 216
25-1 SI 28® A

• Sets minimum sign w /c tt 20** X 30“
• Requires »ig,*s to be placed a! terminus

o f high* a> and o c r y  50 miles 
throughout

CS SB 2I6(TRA)
25LSI280C

• Alkms DOT to determine the most appropriate
sign sire

-  Designate* Fairbanks. Delta Junction. Tok Junction, and 
the Canadian border for large signs with smaller 
signs at the midpoints

• Specifies content o f informational pulloul displays

bwM< Mmi rata IM* t tfmti im » ****** U WWMmm WV Ml 1 i» V M l. 'I .V m o l Imuw AAm* >ftigliy i tM*«4•*



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Fiscal Not* N um bar
Bill Version:
(S) Pubfcsh Dele:

1
CSSB216(TRA>
2/8/08

identifier (file name): Be 21«-OOT-NDC-02-OS-Oa________ Dept. Affected: DOT4PF
Trtle Act Designating AK Hwy/R»dtardson Hwy as the Purple Head RDU

Sponsor
Requester

Senator E»s 
Senate Transportation"

Highways and Aviation 
ComponeM Nonhem Region Hwys and Aviation

'Component Number

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands o f Dollars)

Appropriation
Roqured Information

OPERAT1NO EXPENDITURES FV200S F Y  2 0 0 S F Y  2 0 1 0 F Y 2 01 1 FY 2012 F Y  2 0 1 3 FY 20)«
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contrectual 
S-ppfces 
Equpmeni 
Land & Structures 
Grants S Cleans 
MttceSaneout

1500

TOtAL OPERA TlNO 150.0 0.0 00 CO 0.0 0.0 0.0

T II

0.0 | 0 0 1 0 0 | T 5 T T o TToT To"]

FUND SOURCE
11002 Federal Hecwpts

OF Match
I0u V 1500
1005 OF/Program Recepts
1037 Of/Uentei Hum

TOlXiC ‘ T O i 00 ~5TT 00 0.0 O’O 0 0

Catimate of any current year (FY2008) cost 

POSITIONS
rja-ime " ....... - - CO 00 0 -0 " 0 0 0Usn.mmriO'Wnl 06 0 c 0 0 0 0

. ___ 00 L_ . 0 6 0 0 0 71
AMALYtft: <Aaec* a mpwsm /wc*m«i>>
Insieaatton of su (6) mayor t y i  (appro* S's 17). six (6) mmor ugns (4 5 *3 ) and three (3) mlornvatxyial luosKs along 
locations on the Rchardson and Alaska Highways The cost for evfeal mttaMaton mdu'fts O'* concrete foundatationt 
and crash supports that txeakway m an aco"wt A cor tractor wa msiui inose wgns under the direction of 0t«

Prepared by 
OiSOt 
Approved by

Phone *6i-»772
PiammaM E a g S

Oate agflOOl

yet* OMM Page 1 of 1



T X

K K

Legend: White 
Background: Green 
Route Plaque: Black on White

Make symbol proportional 
to graphic shown

R m i O* t — i— f f r c J w i)
C tm m  A  B  C P E F G H J

m  7 2 2 B W 0 0 0 4

K  L  ■  ■ P  B  S  T  If*

cub o s  n z  at «  a  «  i i »

1 1 L A ft K A S I G N  Of  S I G N  S P f C I F I C A T l O N S P f N 0 I H 0



Border *md Legend: White 
Backgiwund: Green 
Marker: Black on White

* See Appendix B-4 for 
St ndard Arr tw Details.

M ake sym bol proportional to graphic shown

L M r S b fl N M n iM iic f c B s )
I w f t K  A B C P E F 6 H J K

6  39 84 I TS 229 « 2  4  2t  3 6 2 9



n?Qi»ter | fog in | e-mail new* I Help

Anchorage Daily News

adn.com | Iraq : Purple Heart recipients

ALASKA'S NEWSPAPER

^ ■ 1 | Holiday I lf ht* map
Pom a photo ol your iKjhti 
to our map and plot out the 
belt tour.

Page 1 o f 3

forecast 
D ayligh t: 9:56 aSubscribe | manage subscription | E Edit on

Search In A ll for W B t

News Sports Outdoors Features Honey Entertainment Opinion

Hems 1 Alaska Newsreader I Obituaries I Archives Movies I Music l Restaurants I Submit an Event

Purple Heart recipients
Anchorage Daily News
Published: Octotoe' 17, 200)
last Modified. October 17. 2007 at 12:55 eM

20 soldiers from the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 
25th Infantry Division 
Fort Richardson, Alaska

More Iraq stories >*

Remember the fallen 
More soldiers will return today 
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Back home, wRh a welcome new assignment 
Torch bearers come marching home

Story tools
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Print
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Send Nnk via AIM
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The Purple Heart is awarded to any member of the United States armed 
forces who is wounded or killed In action against the enemy. Its origins date 
to General George Washington in 1792. It fell into disuse after the 
Revolutionary War until 1932 when President Herbert Hoover officially re* 
established it to honor the 200th anniversary of Washington's birth.

Spc. Timothy E. Holmgren is fre.n Foley, Minn. He is assigned to 
HHT l-40th CAV. Pfc. Holmgren s is  a crew member for a 120mm 
mortar system. On April 30, 2007, Pfc ;:slmgreiVs vehicle was struck 

by 300*plus pounds of homemade explosives. The vehicle flipped and was thrown 25. Pfc. 
Holmgren sustained a broken arm, leg, and three places n ’us back and lost his spleen.

Col. Derek Davison is from St. Louis, Mo. He Is assir.ied to D Co 3-50C IN ABN. Cpf. Davison 
was struck by an IED on April 22, 2007 while conducing patrols in * "danyah, Iraq. He 
suffered shrapnel wounds to the left side of his body.

Sgt. Jason grown is from Phoenix, Ah i. He is assigned to A-Troor l-40th CAV. Sgt Brown 
was a team leader in First Platoon of A-Troop. While on dismounted patrol on Aug. 4, 2007, his 
team was ambushed with small arms fire. Sgt. Brown sustained gunshot wounds in me leg.

Staff Sgt. Saan Raad is itom San Diego, Calif. He is asvgned to HHT, l-40th CAV. Sgt Reed 
was the gunner on a mounted patrol m Hawr Rajab on Aug. 4, 2007 when his truck hit a pressure 
plate IED and flipped over. Sgt. Reed received wounds to his face, arms, and lost part of a 
finger. He was )omed at the ceremony by fnends and family.

Sgt. Jaaaa Fort* is from Greenville, Ohio. He is assigned to C*Troop, l*40th CAV as a 
designated marksman in the sniper section. Sgt. Forte's dismounted patrol was struck by an IED 
while returning to FOB Fakon. Sgt. Forte received shrapnel to his right forearm. He was joined 
at the ceremony by fnends and family.

hlip7/dvih.adn.com/ncws/mililary/iniq/story/9386246p-929734(X; him l 1/15/2008
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S g t 1st C la s s  K s n n s th  It. F ra n co  is from Queens, N.Y.. He is assigned to A-Troop l-40th 
CAV. While on dismounted patrol on May 28, 2007, his platoon was ambushed with small arms 
fire. Sgt. Franco received gunshot wounds to his left calf during the engagement. He was joined 
for the ceremony by friends and family.

Spc . R u b e n  A g u ila r  is from Riverside, Calif. He is assigned to Delaware CO 1- 501st ABN.
During a mounted combat patrol, his vehicle was struck by an EFP In the town of Mussalylb. Spc.
Aguilar suffered shrapnel Injuries to all four extremities. He was joined at the ceremony by his 
wife, Annette.

Spc . M ic h a e l D o lc e  is from Sacramento, Calif, lie is assigned to Delaware CO 1- 501st ABN.
On June 25, 2007, while on a patrol; one of the vehicles was struck by an EFP In the town of
Mussalylb. Spc. Dolce suffered shrapnei Injuries to his left knee and right wrist. He was Joined at 1
the ceremony by his wife; Amanda.

Spc . John K e g le y  is from Verona, Va. He is assigned to Delaware CO 1- 501st ABN. On 21 
July, 2007, while conducting a mounted patrol In Mussalylb, his vehicle was struck by an IED. He 
received shrapnel Injuries to his right leg. He was Joined today by his friends and fellow soldiers.

S ta ff S g t . D a v id  M oo ro  is fmm Tracy, Calif. He is assigned to Blackfoot CO 1-501st ABN. In 
April, 2007, while pulling security, the OP came under mortar attack. Moore sustained a head 
wound as a result of the attack. He was Joined at the ceremony by his wife, Jessica.

Spc. W il l ia m  S t a l l s  is from Rockingham, N.C. Ke is assigned to Delaware CO l-501st ABN. On 
July 21, 2007, while conducting a mounted patrol in Mussaiyib, his vehicle was struck by an IED.
He received shrapnel injuries to hi. right hand and left forearm. He was Joined at the ceremony
by his wife, Chasity and son, Conner. i

CpI. John Smith is from Apollo, Pa. He is assigned to Comanche CO l-501st ABN. CPI Smith I
was in an over watch position on Dec. 12, 2006 when his unit came under mortar attack. Cpi.
Smith received a severe read Injury as a result of the attack. He was Joined at the ceremony by 
his wife, Lauren and tv r grandfather, Ralph Cargo, who is a Purple Heart recipient from the 
Korean War.

S G g t  C a sey  W r ig h t  is from Tucson, Arts. He is assigned to Delaware CO * SO 1st ABN. V/hiie 
on mounted patrol, SGT Wright's vehicle was struck by an EFP in the town oi Mussawib. Sgt.
Wright suffered shrapnel injuries to his left thigh. He was Joined for the ceremony by his wife,
Amberte.

Spc . L e nw o o d  S te w a r t  is from Springfield. Mass. He is assigned to C CO 3/509 IN ABN. On “
May 31, 2007, as a result of an enemy attack on his dismounted patrol, Spc. Stewart suffered 
third-degree bums to the left side of his body and shrapnel to his right leg as a result of an f
enemy attack on hK dismounted patrol. 1

i

Spc. Justin Taurialnen is from Anchorage. He is assigned as an engineer in Alpha Company, 
425th BSTB. On May 21, 2007, w’ ile conducting route clearance operations, his up-armored 
engineer vehicle was struck by multiple lEDs. He sustained shrapnel injuries to his head, back, 
hand and legs . He was joined at the ceremony by hts mom, dad and extended family.

i

(

Sgt. Richard Johnson is from Houston, Texas. He is the lead crew served weapon operator 
assigned to the Brigade Personal Security Detachment. He was wounded on Ajg. 14, 2007 while 
traveling in the lead up-armored HMMWV. The convoy was hit by a six-array EFP. Sgt. Johnson 
sustained mjunes to his backside and groin area. He was joined at the ceremony by fnends and

r

f

httpy/dwb.adn.com/ncwi/m ililory/iraq/story/93B6246p-9297540c.hlm l I / i 5/2008
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family.

S ta ff S g t. C had  L a b iane Is from Anchorage. He Is assigned to Military Transition Team 820, 
425th BSTB. He sustained severe shrapnel wounds and third-degree bums on March 13, 2007 
during a mortar attack on Combat Outpost REO In Al Hlllah, Iraq. Leblanc was joined at the 
ceremony by friends and family.

S g t . 1st c lass  J o shu a  F e rg u so n  is from Minneapolis, Minn. He Is assigned to Military 
Transition Team 820, 425th BSTB. He was wounded In an EFP attack on April 22, 2007, while on 
a combined combat patrol with the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 8th Iraqi Army In Al Hlllah, Iraq. 
Ferguson sustained severe injuries to both of his legs. He was joined at the ceremony by friends 
and family.

S p c . Jose Collazo is from New York, N.Y.. He is an engineer assigned to Alpha Company 425th 
BSTB at Camp Fakon. He was wounded Aug. 4, 2007, when the convoy he was traveMng in was 
hit by an IED. He sustained blast injures to his hand and head. He was joined at the ceremony by 
friends and family.

S p c . R am sey  R a h e r  is from San Frandsco, Calif. He is assigned to HHB Battery 2*277 PFAR.
Spc. Raher was a forward observer for Headquarters Battery. On July 31, 2007, he was wounded 
In an Indirect rocket attack at FOB Kalsu. Spc Raher sustained shrapnel wounds to his back, 
stomach and arms. He was joined at the ceremony by friends and family.
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Purple H eart T rail was initially established in the Commonwealth o f Virginia from its 
start point at Mt. Vernon. VA. Through positive legislative support o f the Virginia 
General Assembly and through the leadership of (wo of its governors. The Honorable 
George Allen (now U.S. Senator) and incumbent Governor James Gilmore the trail now 
extends down Virginia highway 235 (the Mt. Vemon °arkway) to US Route HI. thence to 
1-95. All o f 1-95 is designated the Purple Heart Trail from the Potomac River in 
Alexandria, on the Maryland border, down to the State of North Carolina. It branches off 
at Fredericksburg on Virginia Highway 3 (the Kings Highway) to Stafford County and 
thence to the George Washington Birthplace National Monument in Westmoreland 
County. VA. Another leg goes eastward on 1-64 at Richmond, the state capital, to the city 
o f Norfolk. The Virginia Department o f Transportation has olaced Purple Heart Trail' 
signs at all rest stops on 1-95 and 1-64 and at other special points al ng the total trail.

Ultimately, the Purple Heart Trail will be extended from Virginia to all other suites and 
major cities of the United States. Historically, the Purple Heart Trait concept was inspired 
by the George Washington ChapterHI732of F.edericksburg/Spotsy'vania, VA. in 1992 
In convention o f the Order, the delegates voted to approve a resolution establishing a 
symbolic Purple Heart Trail throughout the 50 states. With the Commonwealth of 
Virginia being the home o f the two distinguished general officers involved in the 
dev elopment o f the Purple Heart. Generals Washington and MacArthur. the Department 
of Virginia members o f the O d er look the lead to institute The Pu pie Heart Trail in 
Virginia, with a memorial marker to be erected and dedicated al Ml. Vemon as the start 
point o f  the trail.

Ir. 1996. the General Assembly o f  the Commonwealth approved the first step in 
establishing the Purple Heart Trail parallel to 1-95 and that portion ol* Virginia Route 3 
Irom Washington's birthplace in Westmoreland County. VA. to his ho> hood home at

http://www.purplehcnrt.org/pu
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Ferry Farm in Stafford County. VA. In 1998, through subsequently legislative flat, the 
trail was extended to Norfolk. VA. ending at the tomb o f General Douglas MacAnhur on 
Interstate 64 from Richmond (1-95) to Norfolk and to Mt. Vemon. The purpose o f the 
Purple Heart Trail is to commemorate the patriotic American heritage given to us by 
George Washington and General MacAnhur and for the people o f Virginia, and 
ultimately all the states, to memorialize those service nersons who have had the Purple 
Mean medal bestowed on them or their next o f kin for wounds received in combat in 
defense o f our nation.

P u r p l e  
H e a r t  , 
T r a i l
*

By marking the9e (rails with appropriate signage, it was conceived that the automobile 
and the Interstate Highway System represent very tangible symbols o f  our freedom; the 
ability to get up and go anywhere anytime. While taken for granted by so many, this and 
so many other freedoms we enjoy as Americans have been earned through the sacrifice o f 
millions o f  Americans who have shed their blood and the many who hr ve died in defense 
o f freedom and liberty. The signage was intended as a reminder that freedom is not free 
and woulr .timulate thought and discussion among adults and children alike in 
contemplating the bountiful heritage enjoyed by all Americans as part oi their legacy.

Major highways are the ideal setting for this virtual trail, and ultimately, the Military 
Order o f the Purple Heart would like to see the entire Interstate Highway System, 
conceived by General Dwight D. Eisenhower during his tenure as President o f the United 
States, designated as major portions of the Purple Heart Trail. Instructional kits have been 
developed and are In the hands o f all Department Commanders on how to initiate 
necessary legislation in their respective states to implement the continued growth o f the 
Purple Heart Trail System.

National Commander Louie Spinclli ha.* accepted expansion o f the trail as a major thrust 
of his leadership during his term of office. We who are on the forefront o f this great 
effort, can take great pride in establishing (his system os a most noble and patriotic 
endeavor o f  the Military Order o f  the Purple Heart that will become an indelible part of 
our continuing service to this great nation. If your state is not yet on board, we encourage 
all local chapters to take this up within the scope o f their Americanism projects. Most 
legislatures have been found to he most receptive in support o f  legislative initiatives 
required to impl-rocnt the program. The mood o f the country is also such that many 
salons would welcome the opportunity to olTer the necessary legislative language to make 
it happen. God Bless America, our home, sweet home!
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20 wounded soldiers 
receive Purple Heart
Twenty with combat injuries honored for 
'warrior spirit'
By GEORGE BRYSON
gbrysoneadn.com
Pubribed: October 17, 2007
Last Modified: October 17. 2007 at 12:55 PM

Twenty Purr’e Heart medals rested In the serving tray Tuesday 
while 19 Fort Rlchardson-based soldiers wounded In Iraq stood 
at attention as best they could -* some leaning on canes, one 
missing • leg, e few with Injuries to the head.
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unseen snipers.

One by one the medals were pinned 
on their chests by MeJ. Gen. Stephen 
Layfleld, the senior Army 
commander In Alaska, who sternly 
tolu about 200 onlookers to 'never 
ever miss the chance to say thank 
you* to the men •• all of whom are 
members of the 4th Brigade Combat 
Teem (Airborne), 25th Infantry 
Division.

The ways they were injured were as 
varied as their wounds. Some were 
riding in vehicle* that were Masted 
apart by projectiles. Some were hit 
by roadside bombs. Some were 
walking on patrols and shot by

EWK MU. t Anchorage 0*4y Newt 
enlarge
Staff Sgt Chad Leblanc of Anchorage receives 
he Purple Heart medal from Mai Gen. Stephen 
layfleid. senior Army oommonder at Alaska, aa 
19 aokAera aaagnrd to the 4»i Bngada Combal 
Taam (Airborne). ** * . mfaniy CWeion received 
lha* medale Tuesday al Port Richardson
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But Staff Sgt Chad LeBlaoc, of Anchorage, may have had (he most unusual t a l e  t o  tell. He was 
stationed at an outpost south of Baghdad a n d  was just preparing to h e  down for the night inside 
his ’can* •• a small mobile trailer just large enough for two bunks •• when he heard the sound of 
mortar fire outside.

S licking tvs head out the door, LcBfanc just had time to see a m o r t a r  r o u n d  blast into a

hup //dwb adncom/froni/slDfy/V385237p-9.»98618c.himl 1/15/2008
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neighboring trailer — one that was usually occupied by his buddy, Sgt. 1st Class Joshua 
Ferguson, who Just then was away on leave In Alaska.

Shrapnel from the blast hit LeBlanc In the stomach and limbs and burnt his face and arms. Before 
falling into shock, he managed to find help.

"I r n  about 25 meters to where the medics were and laid down on the ground and told them 
what happened," he recalled. "Then they put me on a helicopter, I went to Baghdad -  and that 
was It."

In an operating room, doctors removed 14 pieces of shrapnel from LeBlanc's arm and a big 
chunk from his side. The shrapnel that entered his stomach had to be removed through his back
— an operation that has since made the 32-year-old Alaskan less mobile.

He knows It could have been worse. He could have been Inside the trailer that took the direct hit
— Ferguson's trailer. As It happened, however, his buddy dldnt make it through their deployment 
unscathed either.

Returning to their unit — a team within the 425th Brigade Special Troops Battalion that trains 
Iraqi army forces ~ Ferguson was badly wornded about five weeks later when his vehicle was 
struck by an armor-piercing projectile.

The blast tore up his lower legs and shattered his left knee. Ultimately the leg would have to be 
amputated. On Tuesday, Ferguson was standing In the ranks with the other Purple Heart 
recipients, supported by a cane and a prosthetic leg.

"I set e record getting out of Walter Reed (Medical Center) for an amputee," Ferguson said, 
noting how anxious he was to return to Fort Richardson and his family. Now he's hoping to 
remain In the military ~ he's served 11 years so far ~ and In Alaska.

"If I could stay here until I retire In nine years, that would be perfect," he said.

Spc. William Swalls, a native of Rockingham, N.C. •• who received his second Purple Heart on 
Tuesday after suffering shrapnel wounds to his hand and arm -  Is hoping to remain on active 
duty In Alaska too. His wife, Chastity, Is currently enrolled In the nursing program at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.

Spc. Justin Taurialrten, who grew up m Anchorage • and returned by motor home to a large 
throng of friends and family greeting him at the Muldoon o/erpa»s last week •• received a Purple 
Heart as well.

On May 21, his armored engineer vehicle was uck by "multiple IEDS," the improvised 
explosive devices his unit was charged with iw.iovlng. Taurlamen, 23, sustained shrapnel wounds 
to us head, back, hands and legs.

Before pinning the medals on the assembled soldiers -  Sgt. Casey Wright of Tucson, AHt., was 
uneble to attend the ceremony •• leyflcld emphasized their collective bravery.

"We're forever in your debt," he said. "We ecxnowledge your sacrifice and we acknowledge your 
warrior spirit and we acknowledge what you did for otr country."

/

Find Ceorge Bryson onimc at adn.com/contact/gbryson or call 257-4318.

hlipV/dvi badn.com/fruni/story/9385237p-929861 Jc.hlml 1/15/2008
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  TR A N SP O R TA TIO N  

A N D  P U B LIC  FACILITIES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

SA R A H  PA U N , G O VER N O R

3132 CHANNEL DRIVE 
PO Box 112500 
INEAU, ALASKA 99611-2500

FAX: (907) 5664365
PHONE• 907) 465-3900

March 10, 2008

The Honorable Johnny Ellis 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 9 
Juneau, A K  9980 M 182

Dear Senator Ellis:

The Department o f Transportation and Fublic Facilities supports the concept of 
designating the Alaska Highway and parts o f the Richardson Highway as the Purple Heart 
Highway. The ■ "itomobile and the Interstate Highway System represent symbols o f 
America’s freed m to get up and go anywhere anytime; that, combined with the fact that 
the Alaska Highway was comple^d by the army during World Var II, make it an 
appropriate choice.

M y staff are working with your office to determine the appropriate signage and locations 
as well as the cost o f installation o f Purple Heart Trail signs and maintenance. I look 
forward to passage to the installation o f ihe first Purple Heart sign.

Sincerely,

Leo von Scheben, P.E., L.S., M.B.A. 
Commissioner

cc: Mary Siroky, Legislative Liaison, Office o f the Commissioner

VlWiH
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The Honorable Johnny E llis  
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801

The Honorable Berta Gardner 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Senator E llis  and Representative Gardner:

Please find enclosed a copy o f Anchorage M unicipal Assem bly Resolution 
2008-23 supporting your respective b ills that would designate part o f the 
Alaska Highway System as the “Purple Heart Trail.”

I was proud to support this measure and am glad to know that you are both 
endeavoring to honor the brave men and women who have been wounded in 
our nation’s service. This measure received the unanimous support o f the 
M unicipal M ilitary and Veterans A ffairs Commission and, ultimately, the 
Anchorage Assembly.

Thanks for your hard work on behalf o f our deserving veterans.

M ayor M urk lie y ich Office o f the M ayor

February 29,2008

Sincerely,

M ark Begich, 
Mayor

Enclosure

cc: Ron Siebels, M ilitary Order o f the Purple Heart

C o m m u n i t y ,  S e c u r i t y , P r o s p e r i t y
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Submitted by: Chair o f the Assembly i t  
the Request o f the Mayor 

Prepared by: Office o f the Mayor 
For reading: February 12^2008

A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  
A R  2088-23

A  R ESO LU TIO N  O F  T H E  A N C H O R A G E  A S S E M B LY  A N D  M A Y O R  M A R K  B EG IC H  
SUPPORTING H O U S E  B ILL  283/SENATE B ILL  216 - D ESIGN ATIO N  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  
H IG H W A Y  AND A  PO R TIO N  O F  T H E  RICHARDSON  H IG H W A Y  AS T H E  “P U R P LE  
H E A R T  TR AIL."

WHEREAS, Alaska House Bill (HB) 283 and Senate Bill (SB) 216 would designate the Alaska 
171 Highway from the Alaska-Canada border to Delta Junction and the Richardson Highway between Delta
18 Junction and Fairbanks as the Purple Heart Trail; and
19
20 WHEREAS, HB 283 and SB 216 would required the Alaska Department o f  Transportation to
21 erect and maintain appropriate signs at visitors centers, the terminus o f  the highways, pullouts, and at
22 least one sign every 50 miles; and
23
24 WHEREAS, the Anchorage Chapter ; f  the Military Order o f  the Purple Heart presented this
25 matter to the Municipal Military and Veterans Affairs Commission at its January 2008 meeting and the
26  commission subsequently passed a resolution supporting this proposal; and
27
28 WHEREAS, the Military Order o f the Purple Heart is a congressionally chartered military
29 organization and the nation's oldest military decoration; and 
3°
31 WHEREAS, over 1,800,000 men and women in the history o f  our nation have bom the scars o f
32 our nation's conflicts and earned the Purple Heart medal; and
33
34 WHEREAS, the Commonwealth o f Virginia established the original Purple Heart Trail at Mt.
35 Vemon and if runs the length o f the Virginia Highway; and
36
37 WHEREAS, the Purple Heart Trail now extends across the nation, drawing attention to the
38 accomplishments o f the brave men and women who have served our nation and won this medal by
39 stimulating conversations o f travelers; and
4°
4 1 WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway was completed during World War II by the US Army to serve
4 2 as a supply route for the war effort is appropriate to be designated as part o f the “Purple Heart Trail;''
4 3 and
44
45 WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway serves as a gateway to the State of Alaska and serves
4 6 thousands o f  visitors to our state each summer and would well serve the educational mission o f the 
4 7 1 Purple Heart Trail.
49
49
50



to rapport speedy passage of Alaska House BUI 283/Senate BUI 216 which would designate the 
Alaska Highway and a portion of the Richardson Highway as part of the “Purple Heart TrsIL"

NOW, THEREFORE, THE ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY RESOLVES:
1 
2 
31 
4

5I 
6
7
8
91

10
11

12
131
14 i

15 
16
17 ATTEST:
18 
19]
20 
21 [
22
23 Municipal Clerk
24
25

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Municipal Assembly this 
 , 2008.

day of

Chairman
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M a r k  B e y l c h .  M a y o r

P-Q. Box 100680 
Anchorage, Alaska 99619-6660

o p f W’K  o r  T h e  m a y o k

January 4,2008

Senator Johnny Ellia 
State Capitol, Room 9 
Juneau, AK 9980!-! 182

Subject: Letter o f Support

Dear Senator Ellia:

The purpoae of thie letter ia to express our unconditional support of the initiative o f 
Chapter 593 of the Military Order o f the Purple Heart to secure Alaska’s participation in the 
National Perple Heart Trail System. The idea o f  deary ating augor highways as portions o f a  
National Purple Heart Trail originated in Virginia hr 1991 Since that time, the trail hat extended 
with designations across much o f the Lower 41.

The Interstate Highway System, seen as a tangible symbol o f our freedom -  the ability to 
get up and go anywhere, anytime -  provides an opportunity for a vitii.'e and poignant reminder 
of the sacrifices o f Americana who have abed blood to protest our freedom. For those states that 
participate in this trail system, a simple highway designation with appropriate signage does just 
that.

Given the significant military population in our Great State and the many thousand! o f 
veterans v-’jo make Alaska hornet we see our participation in this program sa both a fitting 
tribute to .erving military and our veterans and as an important reminder o f their service and 
sacrifice. To all who travel Alaska’s stretch o f the Purple Heart Trait, our participation in this 
designation program says we recognize the sacrifice, we care about those who do and have 
served our country and we remember freedom ia not free.

We strongly eocauraga your support o f this Important Initiative.

Sincerely,

f f  Miller (Ret)

M ilitary A Veterans Commission
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TO: State o f Alaska 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Johnny Ellis 
Representative Don Young 
Representative Berta Gardner

We are proud to offer our strong support for Alaska to be a part of the "Purple Heart 
Trail". We think its simple visible message is well deserved by those who bravely 
gave so much of themselves in defending this nation.

This worthy project can be of great benefit to our community and the State of Alaska. 
We believe that those who see the signs w ill have a better understanding of the 
sacrifices made by those who wear the Purple Heart. We believe that the traveling 
public, whether Alaskans or visitors, will realize that we care about our wounded 
veterans. We further believe that the signs w ill bear witness that we in Alaska not 
only care about our wounded veterans, but we are willing to put forth the effort to 
visibly display our deepest fondness for their sacrifice.

Many who travel our roads will surely know or be related to a wounded veteran or a 
veteran who lost their life in defense of our nation. The warm feeling they obtain will 
certainly be in their minds as they traverse the roads of our greai state. By showing 
them we care we can instill a kind Alaskan memory of their travels, and hopefully 
we will see them again.

Be it known to all that the community o f TOK Alaska will be proud to be part of 
the Purple Heart Trail. We support it and we encourage all Alaskans to support it as 
well.

Sincerely yours.

. f u l i n  \ .  K i i M i i i u k .  I ’l v ' h U . ’H i

45**1 I • Ul* 4-H-TWl
I i i i . n l jo h n fr r t iv k it lu k . i' iM ii



A  R E SO LU T IO N  R E Q U E S T IN G  T H E  S TA TE  O F  A LA S K A  
D ESIG N A TE  T H E  A L A S K A  H IG H W A Y  

A S  A  “P U R P L E  H E A R T  TRAIL**
W ITH IN  T H B  A L A S K A  R O A D  S Y S T E M

WHEREAS, it is fitting proper to never forget those who have given their lives end
s ied their blood in defense of this greet nation; end

WHEREAS, e Purple Heart Trail system has been established throughout the majcr road 
jy item of die lower 48 states; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is geographically located at the far northwest reaches of the United 
States of America; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of Alaska's citizens, A’aska’s veterans, and Alaska’s 
tourism industry to be part of the Purple Heart Trail system; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is proud to join this worthy effort in pioviding America with the 
ability to establish this Purple Heart Trail all across America; and

WHEREAS, the placement of signs indicating *Puip!e Heart Trail” will simply indicate a 
part of a natior a*y existing system; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Purple Heart Trail within Alaska wifi in no way 
change the name or numerical designation of any existing road; end

WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway has a well established historical military significance 
since it was built during the WW1J era for military purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway is the best choice to establish and continue the Purple 
Heart Trail into the confines of the Alaska Road System.

R E S O L U T IO N  2 0 0 8 - 0 5



Resolution 2008-05 PurpJt Heart Trail w ithin the Alaska Road System Page 2 of 2

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The City Council for the City of Delta Junction by 
this resolution hereby requests the State of ALuka pro- :de for the signage and 
placement of the Purple Heart Trail signs at approximately 50 mile intervals along the 
corridor of the Alaska Highway system within Alaska beginning at Beaver Creek and 
extending on to Delta Junction; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: In order to inform all travelers, a sign designating 
the purpoee for the Purple Heart Trail also be placed with the Purple Heart Trail signs at 
strategic locations such as entering or leaving the vicinities cf Beaver Creek, North way, 
Tok, Dot Lake, and Delta Junction; that explains the reasa. for the Purple Heart Trail; 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The designated note of purpose signs read as follows:

PASSED AND APPROVED by a duty constituted quorum of the Delta Junction City 
Council this 4th day of December 2007.

I N  H O N O R  O F  T H O S E  B R A V E  P A T R IO T S  
W H O  S H E D  T H E IR  B LO O D  

W H IL E  E N G A G E D  I N  T H E  S E L F L E S S  A C T  O F  
D E F E N D IN G  O U R  N A T IO N S  F R E E D O M

ATTEST

Pat White, C ity G crk



Senate President Lyda Green 
State Capitol, Room 111 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

House Speaker John Harris 
State Capitol, Room 208 

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

February 19,2008

Speaker Harris and President Green,

I am writing to express my support for Alaska House Bill 283. the Purple Heart 
Trail A c t and the version introduced into the Alaska State Senate, SB 216 and to urge the 
legislature pass this bill and create a Purple Heart Trail in our state.

Over 20 states have seen fit to designate some portion o f their road system as the 
Purple Heart Trail and place signs with replica Purple Hearts along the roads. These 
signs would honor those veterans who have earned a Purple Heart and would help to 
bring their heroic actions and sacrifices to the attention o f  Alaskans.

Alaska has the highest number o f  veterans per capita o f  any state, with an 
estimated 73,000 veterans that call our state home. Those veterans, along with the active 
duty military' that serve in our state and the members o f  the Alaska National Guard 
deserve all the recognition they can get. Designating the Alaska Highway and a portion 
o f  the Richardson Highway as the Purple Heart Trail would be an appropriate way to 
honor the many Alaskans that have earned a Purple Hca *t and the many others that have 
served our country in the Military.

Please consider passing either HB 283 or SB 216 this session and honoring those 
who have done so much for our country.

Sincerely.

DON YOUNG 
Congressman for All Alaska

DY.tr
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