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March 3 . 2(X)8

Representative Kyle Johansen, ('hair 
House Transportation Committee 
State Capitol. Room 13

K / ta ti

K r a a k it l

kV».«k 
kkcknMi 

k c u k u k  
IjkwhdT Bat 

la k r  M m tH ia u u

Rc: SB 158 Naming the Shirley Dcmienticlf Memonal Bridge
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I respectfully request that SB 158 -  Nam ing Sh irley  Dem ientieff M em oria l ttr iJu t  be 
scheduled lor a hearing at your earliest convenience. SB 158 will name a small bridge in 
her home town ol Ncnana. directly north o f  the Alaska Nutivc Veterans' Bridge in honor 
of Shirley Dcmicntieff. It was noted in the Fairbanks Daily N cw vM m cr that Shirley was 
the "bridge over troubled waters" for so many. The Memonal will serve as a reminder til 
Iter tireless work in bringing people together from all walks o f lilc. for the good of all 
citi/cns in this great siute o f Alaska

SB 158 unanimously passed the Senate, with Senators Davis. I bonus. Olson. Wilkcn. 
lillis. fillon. Holt nun. Stedman. Bunde. Wagoner. Stevens. Thcmault. Dyson ami 
McGuire signing on as cosponsors

II sou have any questions or concerns please leel free to contact nie personally, or my 
stall. IXHo(h> Shockley at 3018 Thank you lor your time and consideration
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Senator Albert Kookesh
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F I S C A L  N O T E

TATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Fiscal Note Number 
H  Version:
() °ubbsh Dele

Identifier (No name): 
Title

SB1W-OOT-NWF-02.10-O* 
Shirley Demientiefl klemonal Brtdpe

Sponsor
Requester

itor Koofceth" 
Finance

_ Dept. Affected  DOT5PF
RDU FaoMiosend Maintenance Operation!

I Component 'Konhen-rfteq»on F ealiUot

' Component tlumber "5555"

Expendrturae/Revenues 
Note ‘mounts do not include mftekon unless otherwise noted below

(Thousands o l Dollars)

Appropriation 
Roqueed Infonnabon

OPERATING EXPENDHURES FY 2009 FY 21)09 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Porsonel Services
Travel
Contractuei
Supples 75
Eqvpmenl
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
MiicoSaneoui

TOTAL OPERATING 7.5 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 00 0.0

jCAPfTAL E XPENOfTURES '

|CH» ÔE IN REVENUES (~ I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands otDoHa-
l002 Federal Recopti
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Recess
103’  GF/Menur Moaflh
Other Interl̂ rvv , Hrcirj Ii

■t t 1 00 66 0 0 m 66 66

Estimate o1 any current veer (FY200S) coat: 00
posmoNS111
II IS estmmlod it ora cost $7 5 lor the production and mstalabon oI two ngn» ortd two posts, one in oach deocbon. 

ootrgnabng ttto bridge as (ho Stwtey Oerrwtnooff Momortai Bridge Thcso signs wtl not bo mounted on tho bridge but 
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S E N A T O R  A L B E R T  M . K O O K E S H

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE SENATE DISTRICT C
U u n ,  A fr - r t  t i l*  a t w r fw u l w w w  lld f t n o c n t i OTf

State Capitol. Room 11 

Juneau AX. 99801-1182 

907-465-3473 

888-288-3473 

FAX 907-465-2827

Sponsor Statement
SB 158 “ Naming Shirley DemkntkfT Memorial B ridge"

Senate Bill 158 would name the small bridge in Ncnana directly north o f the Alaska 
Native Veterans’ Bridge in honor o f Shirley Demicnticff. Ms. Shirley was a bridge to so 
many and it is only fitting that this bridge bears her name.

Shirley a Ncnana Native Daughter, passed away January 3 .2 0 0 7  after a year long battle 
with lung cancer. Shirley was a well known community activist and native Leader. She 
is best known for her unbndled support for those in need.

It was noted in the January 8 .2007  edition o f the Fairbanks News-M iner, that Smrley 
truly was the “bridge over troubled waters for so many. Shirley’s gift was to reach out to 
anyone in need and help guide them to that bridge. In some cases. Shirley took it upon 
herself to build that bridge, which for some was the only way hon e.** A dear friend 
stated “Shirley was all about bridges; between cultures, communities and those in need.”

The Shirley Demicnticff Memorial Bndgc will serve as a reminder o f  her tireless work in 
bringing people together from all walks o f life, for the good o f  all citizens in this great 
slate of Alaska.

I ask you j support SB 158. and recognize and honor this truly compassionate woman’s 
life.
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*  S H I R L E Y  A . D E M I E N T I E F F  *

The members of the Twenty-fifth Alaska State Legislature join with family and friends of Shirley Demientieff in honoring 
her life and mourning her passing.

Shirley, the eldest of seven children, was bom in 19SI to the late George and Elizabeth Demientieff of Ncnona. She was 
an Athabascan who was very close to her grandmother Mary who taught her to tolu. great pride in her heritage, culture, and 
traditions. Shirley will be greatly trussed by her daughters Elizabeth "Liaa" and Leslie, her nephew/son Daniel, her grandchildren, 
and her vast extended family.

Shirley was a natural caregiver who turned no one away. She opened her house to the children of the Nenana. and when 
the house ran out of room, she set up a lent in her yard. For this, she is known to many as auntie, mom. grandma, foster mom. and 
friend. She will be remembered as a long serving family matriarch, caring for family and foster children. Shirley was known for 
acting out of love, love for people without condition Her love for all inspired her to be a determined voice for the integrity of her 
people. She is remembered by many as the "bodge over troubled waters'*, as she guided many to that bridge of help, which for 
many was the only way home.

A life-long activist, Shirley is best known for her work on preventing suicide, alcoholism, and sexual abuse She was 
devoted in taking a lead role to organize search teams when villagers were lost in Interior Alaska and will also he remembered as a 
diligent supporter for enfranchised people and would lead marches and raise money. Even after being diagnosed with a brain 
aneurism in 2000. Shirley continued to champion her causes. In 2005. she traveled the villages of the Koyukuk. Yukon, and 
Tanana rivers on a suicide prevention mission

Shirley was also a leader in the native community. She served on the boards ol Duyon Limited and its subsidiaries She 
also served <*n the Shareholder Relations and Budget and Audit cominmees fur Doyon She was also the President and founder ul 
Alaska Natives Standing Up for Justice and the Tanana Vtiley Search and Recovery She also ursed on the Fairbanks Nalise 
Association Board of Directors and the Tanana Chiefs Conlerrnce Health Board

Shirley A Denuenticff pasted away un January X 2UU*. in Fairbanks but will continue in live on in the memories of each 
fonunate person that has crossed paths with her The members of the Twenty-filth Alaska State I rgislulurr estend their 
condolences and join with Shirley's family and man) friends to remember and honor her life
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S e n a t e  p a n e l  e y e s  b i l l  h o n o r i n g  D e m i e n t i e f f
By Stefan M ilk ow ild  
Published M ay  1.2007

JUNEAU —  A lot o f  attention has been focused lately on natural gas pipeline legislation and the state’s 
budgets, but other bills are moving, too, including one honoring Shirley Demientieff, who died in 
January o f  lung cancer.

Demientieff was an Alaska Native leader and community activist who took on a wide range o f  issues, 
including suicide prevention.

’’She is best known for her unbridled support for those in need,” said Dorothy Shockley, an aide to Sen. 
Albert Kookesh, D-Angoon.

Kookesh introduced a bill last month that would name the small bridge in Nenana directly north o f  the 
Alaska Native Veterans' Honor Bridge the Shirley DemientiefTMemorial Bridge.

The Senate Transportation Committee, which Kookesh chairs, held a hearing on the bill last ucck. 
Schockley introduced the bill for Kookesh.

"Ms. Shirley was a bridge to 10 many," she said, “and it is only fitting that this bridge bears her name."

The Rev. Scott Fisher o f  St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Fairbanks testified in favor o f  the bill. He 
said he thought months ago that it would be good to have a statue o f  Dem ientieff or some other thing to 
remind the community that one person can make a difference. Naming the bridge after her, he said, 
seemed like a good idea and a way to acknowledge the impact she had in Nenana and across the Interior.

"Alaska is a place for stories, and here is a story worth remembering," he s id.

Tim Wallace o f  Doyon Ltd. and William Lord and Harry Fields o f  the Alaska Native Veterans 
Association also spoke in favor o f  the bill.

“I and a lot o f  other folks have always admired Shirley for all her work around here," Fields said, "i'm 
sure right now if  there’s any issues up in heaven that needs to be acted on, I'm sure Shirley's holding 
aside up there."

The bill, SB 158, was moved out o f  committee after the hearing. It is now before the Senate Finance 
Committee.

Hot potato moves forward

Sen. Gary Wilken, R-Fairbanks, saw some movement lost week on SB 134, a bill he's sponsoring that 
would make it the state's policy to use comings from the Alaska Permanent Fund along with other 
savings in years when the state faces deficits.

httn://ncwsmin‘T.com/wo-contcnt/thcmcs/fdnm/siniilc-Drint.DhD?DOSt-6755 5/1/2007


