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Representative Kyle Johansen. Chairman 
House Transportation Committee

Senator Lyda Green 

April 11.2007 ;

I tearing Request for SB 130

SB 130. “An Act a*latmg to the registration o f  certain vehicles owned by rancher*, 
formers, or dairy workers." has been referred to the House Transportation Committee. I 
would apprecnt! your cooperation to schedule SB 130 for a hearing at your earliest 
convenience.

At.aelied to this memorandum, please find.

•  A eopy o f  the legislation:
• A s|ionsor statement;
•  A copy of the statutes being addressed:
• Infoimation on farm vehicles Irom the Division ol Motor Vehicles; and
•  A zero fiscal note.

flunk you for your consideration. Please contact myself or my stall if furtlier 
information i s  necessary.
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SPONSOR STATEM ENT

SB 130 - “An Act relating to the registration of certain vehicles owned by 
ranchers, farmers, or dairy workers.”

AS 2.S.I0. IK I establishes criteria for the registration o f unique and special vehicles, such 
as vehicles owned by veterans, government entities, elected officials, and farmers. SB 
I.It) was introduced to amend the maximum unladen gross weight o f  a vehicle that can 
qualify lor special farm p'ates.

Current statute allows any highway-approved vehicle to be registered as a farm vehicle 
and receive specialized farm plates if it is owned by a farmer, rancher or dairyman. Farm 
plates were designed to facilitate the operations o f farmers and give them a reduced lee 
lor plates subject to certain restrictions. They are available for vehicles that have an 
unladen gross weight not to exceed 16,000 lbs. In addition, these vehicles must be used 
for;

• i lk transportation o f a person’s own farm, ranch or dairy products to and from 
the market:

• The transportation o f supplies, commodities or equipment to be used on the farm, 
ranch <»r dairy’.

Prior to I‘>78. (arm plates were available for vehicles up to I2.(XX) lbs. That limit was 
raised to It <XK) lbs., probably lor the simple reason that mainstream pick-up trucks used 
lor farm work had increased in xizc and weight, l or the same reason, this bill proposes to 
raise the maximum unladen gross weight o f farm vehicles from 10.000 lbs to 20.000 lbs. 
Many lieuvy duly work trucks, cargo vans and delivery tiucks manufactured today exceed  
10.000 lbs. gross weight The passage ol SB I.hi will conform stale law to address the 
s i/e  of modern vehicles sold lor farm, lanch anti dairv work



Sec. 28.10.181. Registration of unique and special vehicles and vehic'es used for special 
purposes.

(a> The department shall register unique and specii’1 vehicles and vehicles used for 
special purposes and issue registration plates as provided in this section. Notwithstanding 
other provisions of this chapter, registration plates issued under this section remain with 
the person or organization to whom they are issued when vehicle ownership is transferred 
or title or interest in the vehicle is assigned, except for plates issued under (b). (h) and (i) 
of this section. Registration plates issued under this section may not be used on, or 
transferred to x vehicle other than the vehicle for which the plates arc issued without the 
approval of the department and payment of any required fees and taxes prescribed in AS 
2S. 10.421 (d). 28.10.431, and 28.10.441. Registration plates issued under this section to 
which a person is no longer entitled or the tran«-n*r of the plates to another vehicle that the 
department does not approve shall be returned immediately to the department by the 
person or organization to whom the plates were originally issued.

(b) Historic vehicles. The owner of a historic vehicle may make application for 
special registration under this subsection. The department, when satisfied that the vehicle 
meets the requirements for historic vehicle registration under regulations adopted by the 
commissioner, shall register the *jhicle and (I) issue two permanent registration plates of 
distinctive design and color bearing no date; vehicles qualifying for registration under 
this paragraph shall be issued registration plates numbered in a separate numerical scries 
beginning with "Historic Vehicle No. I”; or (2) allow the vehicle to use registration 
plates of this state supplied by the vehicle owner that correspond to the year the vehicle 
was manufactured if the vehicle was manufactured 30 or more years before the year of 
application. Registration plates issued under this subsection remain with the vehicle as 
long as the vehicle is registered under this subsection.

(c) Special request plates Upon application by the owner o f a motor vehicle, the 
department shal design and issue registration plates containing a senes of not more than 
m .x  letters or numbers or combination of letters and numbcis as requested by (he owner. 
The department may, in its discretion, disapprove the issuance of registration plates under 
this subsection when the requested symbols arc a duplication of an existing registration o 
when the symbols are considered unacceptable by the department.

id) Vehicles owned by veterans with disabilities, including persons disabled in the 
line of duty while serving in the Alaska Territorial Guard, or other perions with 
disabilities. Upon the request o f a person with a disability that limits or impairs the ability 
to walk, us defined in 23 C.F.R. 1235.2, the department shali ( I ) register one motor 
vehicle in the name ot the person without charge, and (2) issue a specially designed 
registration nlate that displays (A) recognition of the disabled veteran if the applicant's 
disability originated from the applicant's service with (he Alaska Territorial Guard or the 
armed forces of the United States; (B) the international symbol of accessibility (the 
wheelchair logo); and (C) if (he a iplicunt is a veteran, (he Alaska and United States Hags 
and icd. w hite, and blue colors. A person who is not otherwise qualified under this 
subsection, but who meets (he qualifications of a disabled veteran under AS 29.45.030(1).



may register one motor vehicle wi’.hout charge, and the department shall issue a specially 
designed registration plate that displays recognition of the disabled veteran that does not 
display the international symbol o f accessibility and does not carry with it special parking 
privileges. I or purposes of this subsection, proof of disability may be provided by a 
person licensed as a physician or physician assistant unde • AS 08.64 or as an advanced 
nurse practitioner under AS 08.68.

(e) Vehicles owned by the state, municipalities, and charitable organizations of the 
state. Every certificate of registration and registration plate issued to the stale, a 
municipality, or charitable organization of the state is in effect until the vehicle for which 
the registration certificate and plate were issued is no longer owned and operated by '.he 
state, the municipality, or the charitable organization o f the state or until the department, 
in its discretion, declares its expiration. The state, municipality, or charitable organization 
o f tl e state shall maintain a current listing of all vehicles registered to it in the order of 
the registration number assigned to each vehicle, and shall provide a copy of the listing to 
the department upon request. The listing must include a description of each vehicle and 
other identifying information required by the department. Registration plates issued under 
this subsection must be of a distinctive design and numbering system. For the purposes of 
this subsection, "charitable organization" means a nonprofit association, corporation, 
society, or other entity organized, incorporated, or headquartered in the state for 
educational, cultural, scientific, or other charitable purposes, as prescribed in regulations 
o f the department.

(f) Vehicles owned by elected slate officials. The department shall issue special 
registration plates to each incumbent elected state official for display on motor vehicles 
owned and driven by the official except that tne plates may not be displayed on a vehicle 
that is visually identifiable as a commercial vehic! * The department shall number or 
design the plates so that registration hv an elected sta e official is indicated upon the 
plates. The registration plates issued under this subsection may remain on the vehicle 
only during the official's term of office.

(g) (Repealed. Stv. 9 c/i 20 SLA 1990]

(It) Vehicles owned by ranchers, farmers, and dairymen. A  vehicle not exceeding an 
huh ' ideim »total**gross« mveighm of 16,000 pounds, owned by a person deriving tl i 
person s primary source of livelihood from the operation of a ranch, farm, or dairy wite : 
the person resides full-time, and that is used exclusively to transport ( I) the person's own 
ranch, farm, or dairy products, or greenhouse or nuiscry products, including vegetables, 
plants, grass seed. sod. or tree seedlings, to and from the market, or (2) supplies, 
commodities, oi equipment to be used on the person's ranch, (arm. or dairy, or in the 
person's greenhouse or nursery, may be registeicd undei this subsection and may be 
issued egistration plates of a distinctive design or system of numbering.

(i) Amateur mobile radio station vehicles. A validly licensed amateur radio operator 
who presents satisfactory proof that the owner holds an unexpired Federal 
Communications Commission amateur radio operator’s license ol any renewable class.



and who presents satisfactory proof that the vehicle contains or carries an amateur radio 
transmitter and receiving unit of a type applicable to the license class applied for. and 
who is permitted by law to operate a fixed station, may register one amateur mobile radio 
station vehicle for each radio license issued by the federal government and may receive 
for the vehicle distinctive registration plates instead of regular registration plates. The 
number on the plates must be the radio call sign of the owner.

(j) Vehicles owned by dealers. A state-registered and bonded vehicle dealer may 
apply for dealer regisuation plates. A plate issued under this subsection may be used only 
on der' --owned vjhivaes during the routine and normal course of the dealer's business, 
excluding service vehicles, or for transporting an unregistered vehicle from a port of 
entry to the i.ealer's facilities or from one dealer to another or. in the case of a house 
trailer, from the retail facility to a trailer space. A vehicle permitted to have dealer plates 
must be affixed with two plates issued under this subsection. If the dealer sells or 
transfers the vehicle, the dealer plates may be used on the vehicle by the new owner or 
transferee for a period of not more than five days after the sale or transfer. The 
department may seize the dealer plates if it has reason to believe that the plates are being 
used to defeat the purposes of, or are in violation of. this chapter.

(k) I  Repealed, Sec. J  ch 8 SLA 1993].

(I) Vehicles owned by Pearl Harbor survivors and former prisoners of war. The 
department, upon receipt of written proof, shall issue without charge special registration 
plates for one noncommercial motor vehicle to a person who was on active military duty 
in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, or w ho ha :en a prisoner of war during a 
d-clared war or other conflict, as determined by the Department of Defense under federal 
regulations. The design and color of the Pearl Harbor survivor or prisoner of war plates 
shall be solely within the discretion of th: commissioner.

(m) Special request plates for Alaska National Guard personnel. Upon application by 
the owner of a motor vehicle who presents satisfactory proof of current membership in 
the Alaska National Guard, the department may design and issue registration plates that 
identify the vehicle as registered to a member of the Alaska National Guard.

(n) /Repealed. Sec. 9 ch 20 SLA 1990].

(o) Special request university plates. Upon application by the owner of a motor 
vehicle, the department may design and issue registration plates representing the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. University of Alaska Fairbanks, "niversity of Aluska 
Southeast, or Prince William Sound Community College. The dcpar ment may 
disapprove the issuance of registration plates under this subsection w hen the requested 
plates aie a duplication of an existing registration.

(p) Vehicles owned by veterans. The department, upon receipt of written proof that 
the veteran i. a sole or joint owner of a motor vehicle, shall issue special regist jtion 
plates lor the motor vehicle to a requesting person who is a veteran or retired veteran of



the armed forces of the United States. The commissioner, after consulting with the person 
in the Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs in charge of veterans' affairs, shall 
determine the design and color of the veteran or retired veteran plates.

(q) Vehicles owned by recipients of the Purple Heart. The department, upon receipt 
of written proof that the person is the sole or joint owner of a motor vehicle, shall issue 
special registration plates for the motor vehicie to a requesting person who has received 
the Purple Heart medal awarded for wounds suffeicd in action against an armed enemy or 
as a result of the hos'ile action of an armed enemy. The commissioner, after consulting 
with the person in the Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs in charge of veterans' 
affairs, shall determine the design and color of the Purple Heart medal recipient plates.

(r) Special request custom collector plates. Upon application by the owner of a 
custom collector vehicle, the department may design and issue registration plates 
appropriate for custom collector vehicles. The department may disapprove the issuance of 
registration plates under this subsection when the requested plates are a duplication of an 
existing registration.

(s) Special request dog mushing plates. Upon application hy the owner of a motor 
vehicle, the department may design and issue registration plates representing the sport of 
dog mushing in the state. The department may disapprove the issuance ot registration 
plates under this subsection when the requested plates are a duplication of an existing 
registration.

(t) Special request Alaska children's trust plates. Upon application by the owner of a 
motor vehicle, the department may design and issue registration plates representing the 
Alaska children's trust under AS 37.14.200. The department may disapprove the issuance 
of registration plates under this subsection when the requested plates are a duplication of 
an existing registration

(u) Special request plates commemorating the arts. Upon application by the owner of 
a motor vehicle, the department may issue registration plates commemorating the arts.
The commissioner, after consulting with the Alaska State Council o i the Arts, shall 
determine the design and color of plates commemorating the arts. The department may 
disapprove the issuance of tegistration plates under this subsection when the requested 
piates are a duplication of an existing registration

(v) I Repealed. See. 4 c li I I  SLA  2002J.

(w) Special request plates commemorating Alaska veterans Upon application by the 
owner of a motor vehicle, the department may issue registration plates commemorating 
Alaska veterans. The commissioner shall determine the design and color of plates 
commemorating Alaska veterans. The department may disapprove the issuance of 
registration plutes under this subsection when th** requested plates are a duplication of an 
existing registration.



State of Alaska 
Division of Motor Vehicles 

Standard Operating Procedures

SOP No.: &6Q Page No.: 1

Effective: March 14, 2006

Subject: Supersedes: R-60 Dated: 2/14/01

FARM VEHICLES Form No.: 812, 821

Statute: AS 28.10.181 (h); AS 28.10.421 (E) (6) ||Regulation: AAC

Vehicles owned by ranchers, farmers, dairymen as well as greenhouses and nurseries may 
qualify for “Farm" license plates or reduced fees provided they meet all of the following 
requirements:

1. The vehicle does not exceed 16,000 pounds unladen weight. Weight must be 
entered in ALVIN AND

2. Vehicle must be owned by a person (Per AS 01.10.060, “persons" include a 
corporation, company, or any other business entity. A business may qualify for 
Farr, plates if the business address is at the farm, ranch, dairy, nursery or 
greenhouse.) deriving their primary source of livelihood from the operation of a 
ranch, farm, dairy, nursery or greenhouse that is used exclusively to transport:
• the person’s own ranch, fa m, or dairy products, or greenhouse or nursery 
product, including vegetables, plants, grass seed, sod, or tree seedlings, tc and 
from the market, or supplies, commodities, or equipment to be used cn the 
person's ranch, farm, or dairy, or in the person's greenhouse or nursery.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:

1. Applicant must be either the sole or joint owner of a non-commercial vehicle.
Leased vehicles are not eligible for farm olates.

2. Application for Title & Registration (Form 812) or Vehicle Transaction Application 
(Form 821).

3. A statement in the affidavit or comments section of the application is required. It
must state:
• The person’s full-time residence is on the ranch, farm, or dairy* AND
• They derive their main source of income from such AND
• They wish to obtain Farm plates.

4. Other requirements of registration if the vehicle is not currently registered.

The owner of a greenhouse or nursery is not required to attest to the first statement.

CLASS VEHICLE TYPE

61 Any (Under 16,000)

HV REGISTRATION MVRT VM PLATE/TRANSFERABLE

S68 N Y Farm/Standard* N**

When the current supply of FARM plates have been exhausted, issue standard plates.

'If a vehicle with FARM plates is sold, the vehicle owner must meet all of the requirements 
and make the statements as per an original request in order to keep the FARM plates on the

lilip ./Av w vv.Mate «*t.U:»/locul/ukpugc:k/ADMLN/Uniw«iculci/!»op_icg/kUOUJuim.lUili J /15/200 7



Farm Vehicles Page 2 o f 2

vehicle.

WHEN A VEHICLE WITH FARM PLATES (OR CLASS 61 WITH STANDARD PLATES) 
IS SOLD, AND THE PURCHASER DOES NOT MAKE THE 

REQUIRED STATEMENTS TO RETAIN THE FARM CLASS CODE, 
REGISTRATION STARTS OVER AND ALL FEES ARE REQUIRED

Plate Configuration: 4 numbers followed by FA (FARM imprinted on bottom of plate) If 
Standard plates were issued, 3 alpha / 3 numeric

Cross Reference:

App_endixA DMV Addresses T-090 Temporary Permits
R-107 Heavy Vehic'e Use Tax
R-430 Emission Control Inspection Prcnrain

NEXT SOP
Return to Top / Go to Index • Accounting, Boat, DL, CDL, Registration & Title_____________

hlto.//\\uu.Mutc.uk.u*/locul/aki>uucsMDMlN/aJlvAJculer/*oD rcu/ROhO (aim.lum V I 5 / 7 M 7



(S) Publish Date: 3/28/07

Revision Date/Time /Note if correction): Dept. Affected;__________Administration
"An Act relating to the registration of certain

Title v e h ic le s  o w n e d  by ranchers ...."________________ RDU D ivis ion of Motor Vehic les
____________________________________________________________ Component Motor Vehic les___________
Sponsor Sen G reen_____________________________________ ________________________
Requester (S) TRA_______________________________________ Component No. 2348

E x p e n d it u r e s / R e v e n u e s ___________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not inc lude inflation unless otherw ise noted b e low ______________________
OPERAT ING  EXPEN D ITU RES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supp lies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & C la im s 
M isce llaneous

C.O 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0
00 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
00 00 00 0.0 00 0.0

TOTAL OPERAT ING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAP ITAL  EXPEND ITURES  |_______ O O j_________0_0j________0 0 I 0 0 I 0 0 I 0.0 I

IC H A N G E  IN R EV EN U ES  ( ) 1_______ 0_0j_________O O j________0 0 I 0 0 I 0 0 I 0 0 I
FUND S O U R C E  (Thousands of Dollars) __________ ___________
1002 Federa l Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Program Rece ip ts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

00 00 0 0 00 00 00
0.0 00 00 0.0 00 00
00 00 00 00 00 0.0
00 0.0 0.0 00 00 00
0.0 00 00 00 00 00
0.0 0.0 00 00 00 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 O.C . 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Est im ate  of any  curren t year (FY2007) cost: 0 0
Mark th is  box (X) if fu n d in g  for th is  b i l l is  in c lu d ed  In the  Governor's FY  2008 budget p roposa l: [

POS IT IONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYS IS : I Attach a separate pogu if nacattary)

This bill will change the maximum weight of a vehicle allowable for 'Farm vehicle' registration

The DMV does not expect any change in revenue as the total quantity is not anticipated to increase 
measurably Also, as the data input process today is done manually and the reprogramming will be done in- 
house, there are no expected costs in changing the weight limit

Phone 269 SS59______
Diito/Tuno 3/23/07 3 00pm

A pproved by: Kovm Brooks. Doputy C om m issioner_____________________________  Onto 3/23/07 4 30pm
Agoncy DopartmorU of Admmstralion_____________________________________

P ropnrod by: D uane Bannock. diroctor
Division Motor V ehicles
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