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Representative Berta Gardner
Ho u s e  District 24

SPONSOR STATEM EN T 
HB 283

"An Act des ignat ing the Alaska Hi ghway and  po r t i o n o f  the Ri chards on Hi ghway
as the Purpl e Heart Tra i l "

The Purple Heart medal is a United States military decoration, awarded in the name of 
the President to those who have been wounded or killed while in service to their country. HB 
283 seeks to recognize and honor award recipients by establishing a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

The Purple Heart Trail is a t '(tonal project to designate portions of the interstate highway 
system as “Purple Heart Trail System", reminding Americans of the sacrifices made by their men 
and women in uniform. The original Purple Heart Trail was established in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia at Mt. Vernon and runs the length of the Virginia Highway.

Today, the Purple Heart Trail extends across the nation. Signage drawing attention to the 
designation is placed at appropriate intervals along the highways to stimulate thought and 
discussion among adults and children alike in contemplating the history of this nation, and those 
who have sacrificed for it.

Alaska's participation in this national effort is long overdue. We have a strong military 
tradition; an estimated 73,000 resident veterans, approximately 25,000 active duly military, and 
more serving in the National Guard. In recent months, many returning Alaskan soldiers have 
been honored with the Purple Heart Medal.

The Alaska Highway, completed during World War II by ihe US A my to serve as a 
supply route, is an apt choice for the designation as “Purple Heart Trail System”. Signs 
designating the Purple Heart Trail will be seen by both visitors and residents alike and will 
demonstrate that Alaska recognizes and honors the sacrifices made by our wounded and fallen 
soldiers.

Please join me in supporting the establishment of a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.
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Representative Berta G ardner
Hous e  District 24

Sectional Analysis 
Sponsor Substitute House B ill 283

“ An Act designating the Alaska Highway and portion of the Richardson Highway as the 
Purple Heart T ra il.”

SS HB 283 amends Alaska statute title 35 to add a new section establishing the Purple Heart 
Trail.

Section 210 (a) Designates sections of the Alaska Highway as part of 'he Purple Heart 
Trail.

Section 210 (b) Gives the Department ol Transportation and Public Faeilitic the 
responsibility to erect and maintain Purple i jCart Trail signs. Designates the contents of the 
signs.

Section 210 (c) G i\cs the Commissioner of Transportation and Public Facilities the 
responsibility to select three visitor centers and/or pullouts to provide additional information 
about the Put] !e Heart Trail.

Section 210 (d) Gives the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities the ability to 
determine the appropriate size olThc sign.



S A R A H  P A L I N ,  G O V E R N O R

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

3132 CHANNEL DRIVE 
PO Box 112500
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811-2500
FAX:
PHONE

(907) 586-8365 
(907) 465-3900

January 23, 2008

The Honorable Berta Gardner 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 422 
Juneau, AK 9980M I82

Dear Representative Gardner:

The Department o f Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) supports the concept 
o f designating the Alaska Highway and parts o f the Richardson Highway as the Purple 
Heart Trail. The automobile and the Interstate Highway System represent symbols o f 
America’s freedom to get up and go anywhere anytime; that combined with the fact that 
the Alaska Highway was completed by the army during the World War II make it an 
appropriate choice.

My sta ff is working with your office to determine the appropriate signage a.id locations as 
well as the cost o f installation o f Purple I Icart fra il signs and maintenance. I look 
forward to the installation o f the first Purple Heart sign.

Sincerely,

Leo von Scheben, P.L., L.S., M.B.A. 
( 'ommissioner

cc: Gary I logins. Chie f Engineer, Design & Engineering Services, DOT&PF
Russ Kelly, Legislative Director, Office o f the Governor 
Randy Ruaro. Special Staff Assistant, Office o f the Governor 
Mary Siroky, Legislative Liaison, DOT&PF



RESOLUTION 2 0 0 8 - 0 5

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA 
DESIGNATE THE ALASKA HIGHWAY 

AS A “PURPLE HEART TRAIL” 
W ITHIN THE ALASKA ROAD SYSTEM

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to never forget those who have given their lives and 
shed their blood in defense o f this great nation; and

WHEREAS, a Purple Heart Trail system lias been established throughout the major road 
system of the lower 48 states; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is geographically located at the far northwest reaches oc the United 
States of America; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of Alaska’s citizens, Alaska’s veterans, and Alaska’s 
tourism industry to be part of the Pimple Heart Trail system; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is proud to jo in this worthy effort in providing America w ith the 
ability to esfablish this Purple Heart Trail all across America; and

WHEREAS, the placement of signs indicating “ Purple Heart Trail” w ill simply indicate a 
part of a nationally existing system; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Purple Heart Trail w ithin Alaska w ill in no way 
change the name or numerical designation o f any existing road; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway has a well estabi’shed historical m ilitary significance 
since it w'as built during the WW II era for military purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway is the best choice to establish and continue the Purple 
Heart Trail into the confines of the Alaska Road System.



Resolution 2008 05 P u r p l e  H e a r t  T r a i l  w i t h i n  t h e  A l a s k a  R o a d  S y s t e m P a g e  2  o f  2

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The City Council fo r the City of Delta Junction by 
this resolution hereby requests the State o f Alaska provide for the signage and 
placement o f the Purple Heart Trail signs at approximately 50 mile intervals along the 
corridor of the Alaska Highway system w ith in Alaska beginning at Beaver Creek and 
extending on to Delta Junction; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: In order to inform all travelers, a sign designating 
the purpose for the Purple Heart Trail also be placed w ith the Purple Heart Trail signs at 
strategic locations such as entering or leaving the vicinities of Beaver Creek, Northway, 
Tok, Dot Lake, and Delta Junction; that explains the reason for the Purple Heart Trail; 
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The designated note of purpose signs read as follows:

PASSED AND APPROVED by a du ly constituted quorum o f the Delta Junction City 
Council this 4th day o f December 2007.

_______________________________

I N  H O N O R  O F  T H O S E  B R A V E  P A T R I O T S  

W H O  S H E D  T H E I R  B L O O D  

W H I L E  E N G A G E D  I N  T H E  S E L F L E S S  A C T  O F  

D E F E N D I N G  O U R  N A T I O N S  F R E E D O M

A1TEST

Pat White, City Clerk
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‘Main Street Alaska"

P<) B o x  W  
To k . A l. is k . i oo -.s i)

lX)7-S.X 1-5775
Im \ ‘W I7-SS5-5774

Imp: w w . lo k . il .b k .m ilo .c o m

TO: State o f Alaska
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Johnny Ellis 
Representative Don Young 
Representative Berta Gardner

We are proud to offe r our strong support for Alaska to be a part o f the "Purple Heart 
T ra il". We think its simple visible message is well deserved by those who bravely 
gave so much o f themselves in defending this nation.

This worthy project can be o f great benefit to our community and the State o f Alaska. 
We believe that those who see the signs w ill have a better understanding o f the 
sacrifices made by those who wear the Purple Heart. We believe that the traveling 
public, whether Alaskans or visitors, w ill realize that we care about our wounded 
veterans. We further believe that the signs w ill bear witness that we in Alaska not 
only care about our wounded veterans, but we are w illin g to put forth the effort to 
vis ib ly display our deepest fondness fo r their sacrifice.

Many who travel our roads w ill surely know or be related to a wounded veteran or a 
veteran who lost their life in defense o f our nation. The warm feeling they obtain w ill 
certainly be in their minds as they traverse the roads o f our great state. By showing 
them we care we can instill a kind Alaskan memory o f their travels, and hopefully 
we w ill see them again.

Be it known to all that the community o f TOK Alaska w ill be proud to be part o f 
the Purple Heart Trail. We support it and we encourage all Ala.skans to support it as
well.

Sincerely yours.

John \. KtiMiiiak. h v s i d c n l

Ihnlie ss  V J 121; Cell 206-72-1 45<>I: I |-a\ *25-^ ( l |
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20 w o u n d e d  so ld ie rs  
re ce iv e  P u rp le  H eart
Twenty with combat injuries honored for 
'warrior spirit’
By GEORGE BRYSON
gbrysontffiadn.com
Published: October 17, 2007
Last Modified October 17, 2007 at 12:55 PM

Twenty Purple Heart medals rested in the serving tray Tuesday 
while 19 Fort Richardson-based soldiers wounded in Iraq stood 
at attention as best they could -- some leaning on canes, one 
missing a leg, a few with injuries to the head

One by one the medals were pinned 
on their chests by Maj. Gen. Stephen 
Layfield, the senior Army 
commander in Alaska, who sternly 
told about 200 onlookers to "never 
ever miss the chance to say thank 
you" to the men — all of whom are 
members of the 4th Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry 
Division.

The ways they were injured were as 
varied as their wounds. Some were 
riding in vehicles that were blasted 
apart by projectiles Some were hit 
by roadside bombs. Some were 
walking on patrols and shot by
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enlarge
Slatf Scjt Chsid LeBlanc ol An borage: receives 
his Purple Heart medal from Maj Gen Stephen 
Layfield, senior Army commander in Alaska, as 
10 soldiers assigned to Ihe 4th Brigade Comba! 
Team (Airborne), 25th Irtfnntry Division received 
their medals Tuesday o' Fort Richardson

R e la te d  s to ry  c o n te n t

Purple Heart recipients 
P h o t o s :  4 t h  B r i g a d e  In  I r a q
Photos: Military home frcnt
Fallen soldier profiles .
More military coverage

M o re  to p  s to r ie s  »

Slimea Kodiak eagles get baths, TLC in 
Anchorage

Lawmakers face short session, much work 

$2,4 million settlement ends teens' abuse case 

District GOP leaders call for Cowdery to resign 

Pursuit of truck »nds in driver's death

unseen snipers.

But Staff Sgt. Chad LeBlanc, of Anchorage, may have had the most unusual tale to tell. He was 
stationed at an outpost soutn of Baghdad and was just preparing to lie down for the night inside 
his "can" -- a small mobile trailer just large enough for two bunks -- when he heard the sound of 
m ortar fire outside.

1
Sticking his head out the door, LeBlanc just had time to see a mortar round blast into a

hup://dwb.adn.com/front/slory/9385237p-9298618c.html 1/15/2008
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neighboring trailer — one that was usually occupied by his buddy, Sgt. 1st Class Joshua 
Ferguson, who just then was away on leave in Alaska.

Shrapnel from the blast hit LeBlanc in the stomach and limbs and burnt his face and arms. Before 
falling into shock, he managed o find help.

"I ran about 25 meters to where the medics were and laid down on the ground and told them  
what happened," he recalled. "Then they put me on a helicopter, I went to Baghdad --  and that
was It."

In an operating room, doctors removed 14 pieces of shrapnel from LeBlanc’s arm and a big
chunk from his side. The shrapnel that entered his stomach had to be removed through his back
--  an operation that has since made the 32-year-old Alaskan less mobile. I

He knows it could have been worse. He could have been inJde the trailer that took the direct hit 
- -  Ferguson's trailer. As it happened, however, his buddy didn't make it through their deployment -t
unscathed either.

Returning to their unit -- a team within the 425th Brigade Special Troops Battalion that trains
Iraqi army forces --  Ferguson was badly wounded about five weeks later when his vehicle was ^
struck bv an armor-piercing projectile.

r
The blast tore up his lower legs and shattered his left knee. Ultimately the leg would have to be f
amputated. On Tuesday, Ferguson was standing in the ranks with the other Purple Heart 
recipients, supported by a cane and a prosthetic leg.

»
"I set a record getting out of Walter Reed (Medical Center) for an amputee," Ferguson said, 
noting how anxious he was to return to Fort Richardson and his family. Now he's hoping to 
’ emain in the military -- he's served 11 years so far -- and in Alaska.

"If I could stay here until I retire in nine years, that would be perfect," he said.

Spc. William Swails, a native of Rockingham, N.C. -- who received his second Purple Heart on 
Tuesday after suffering shrapnel wounds to his hand and arm -- is hoping to remain on active 
duty in Alaska too. His wife, Chastity, is currently enrolled in the nursing program at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage.

Spc. Justin Tauriamen, who grew up in Anchorage — and returned by mutor home to a large 
throng of fr,ends and family greeting him at the Muldoon overpass last week -- received a Purple 
Heart as well.

On May 21, his armored engineer vehicle was struck by "multiple IEDS," the improvised 
explosive devices his unit was charged with removing. Tauriamen, 23, sustained shrapnel wounds 
to his head, back, hands and legs.

Before pinning the medals on the assembled soldiers - Sgt. Casey Wright of Tucson, Ariz., was 
unable to attend the ceremony -- Layfield emphasized their collective bravery.

"We're forever in your debt," he sa J. "We acknowledge your sacrifice and we acknowledge your 
warrior spirit and we acknowledge what you did for our country."

Find Georgt Bryson online at a d n .c o m /c o n ta c t/g b '-y s o n  or call 257-4318.

http.7/dwb.udn.com/front/story/938.5237p-9298618c.html 1/15/2008
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5  W ednesday Novombi.1' 7 ' ’007 0 ?0.im | i o r y a n n  

T h a n k  y o u

Thank you all for your sacrifice and service to our great nation, we are forever in debt to 
you. God bless you.

4  T h u rs d a y  O c to b e r  t-fl 2 0 0 " ■ O -l.w  p a g r i z z l y

F r o m  o n e  V e t  t o  m a n y  o t h e r  V e t ' s

Thank you for your sacrifice and dedication. I was in the Vietnam Conflict. I didn't receive a 
purple heart, but my best friend during high school paid the ultimate price. I salute all the 
guys th *t are over there and may you come home safely. My son-in-law is scheduled to be 
deployed to Iraq in Jan or Feb, 2008. All of the men and women are in my prayers for a safe 
return. Freedom isn't fre ...

r e a d  m o r e

3  W e d n e s d a y  O c to b e r  i 7 ?Q0'7 •! S.'ipnt | T H A N C E

T h a n k  Y o u

Th-’nk you to all of the soldiers. As Justin's aunt I hated to see him go to Iraq but always felt 
it was necessary for our military to be there and how can I expect other families to sacrifice 
and men not be willing co let my family go. I am so sorry that you all were injured but 
appreciate you and your families so much. You are in our prayers. Justin, I praise God for 
sparing your life, You are ...

r e a d  m o r e

2 Wi dni d.iy October t : 2007 ' ’ .'(lir vixen 

S o l d i e r s  d e s e r v e  t h e i r  P u r p l e  H e a r t s

I am a lifelong Alaskan. These men are so deserving of these medals. They are fighting for 
us all, at home and abroad. Please keep these men and all the other service men and women 
in your hearts and prayers. It  is increasingly difficult not to be shocked when I read their 
ages, though. Most of them are younger than I am chronologically, but have lived a life time 
of experience and sacrifice ...

r e a d  m o r e

1 ’.Vtvw-jmv ■ ' ' v ■ m ifl.m ne ry

T h a n k  Y o u

As the General said, "We're forever in your debt." Thank you for the sacrafices you and your 
families have made for all of us brave heroes.
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20 soldiers from the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 
25th Infantry Division 
Fort Richardson, Alaska
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The Purple Heart is awarded to any member of the United States armed 
forces who is wounded or killed in action against the enemy. Its origins date 
to General George Washington in 1782. It fell into disuse after the 
Revolutionary War until 1932 when President Herbert Hoover officially re­
established it to honor the 200th anniversary of Washington's birth.

F o n t  s iz e  : A  | A  |
Spc. T im o th y  E. H o lm g ren  is from Fuley, Minn. He is assigned to 
HHT l-4 0 th  CAV. Pfc. Holmgren was a crew member for a 120mm  
mortar system. On April 30, 2007, Pfc. Holmgren's vehicle was struck 

by 300-plus pounds of homemade explosives. The vehicle flipped and was thrown 25. Pfc. 
Holmgren sustained a broken arm, leg, and three places in his back and lost his spleen.

CpI. D erek  D avison  is from St. Louis, Mo. He is assigned to D Co 3 -509 IN ABN. CpI. Davison 
was struck by an IED on April 22, 2007 while conducting patrols in Iskandanyah, Iraq. He 
suffered shrapnel wounds to the left side of his body.

Sgt. Jason B row n is from Phoenix, Ariz. He is assigned to A-Troop 1 -40th CAV. Sgt Brown 
was a tearr leader in First Platoon of A-Troop. While on dismounted patrol on Aug. 4, 2007, his 
team was ambushed with small arms fire. Sgt. Brown sustained gunshot wounds in the leg.

S ta ff Sgt. Sean Reed is from San Diego, Calif. He is assigned to HHT, l-4 0 th  CAV. Sgt. Rped 
was the gunner on a mounted patrol in Hawr Rajab on Aug. 4, 2007 when his truck hit a pressure 
plate IED and flipped over. Sgt. Reed received wounds to his face, arms, and lost part of a 
finger. He was joined at the ceremony by friends and family.

Sgt. Jesse Forte  is from Greenville, Ohio. He is assigned to C-Troop, l-4 0 th  CAV as a 
designated marksman in the sniper section. Sgt. Forte's dismounted patrol was struck by an IED 
while returning to FOB Falcon. Sgt. Forte received shrapnel to his right forearm. He was joined 
at the ceremony by friends and family.

http://dwh.adn.com/ncws/mililary/iraq/story/9386246p-9297540c.html 1/15/2008
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Sgt 1st Class K en n e th  R. Franco is from Queens, N.Y.. He is assigned to A-Troop l-40 th  
CAV. While on dismounted patrol on May 28, 2007, his platoon was ambushed with small arms 
fire. Sgt. Franco received gunshot wounds to his left calf during the engagement. He was joined 
for the ceremony by friends and family.

Spc. R uben A g u ila r is from Riverside, Calif. Hn is assigned to Delaware CO 1- 501st ABN.
During a mounted combat patrol, his vehicle was struck by an EFP in the town of Mussaiyib. Spc.
Aguilar suffered shrapnel injuries to all four extremities. He was joined at the ceremony by his 
wife, Annette.

Spc. M ich ael D olce is from Sacramento, Calif. He is assigned to Delaware CO 1- 501st ABN.
On June 25, 2007, while on a patrol; one of the vehicles was struck by an EFP in the town of
Mussaiyib. Spc. Dolce suffered shrapnel Injuries to his left knee and right wrist. He was joined at 1
the ceremony by his wife, vtnanda.

Spc. John K egley  is from Verona, Va. He is assigned to Delaware CO 1- 501st ABN. On 21 
July, 2007, while conducting a mounted patrol in Mussaiyib, his vehicle was struck by an IED. He 
received shrapnel in jures to his right leg. He was joined today by his friends and fellow soldiers.

S ta ff Sgt. D avid M o o re  is from Tracy, Calif. He is assigned to Blackfoot CO l-5 0 1 s t ABN. In 
April, 2007, while pulling security, the OP came under mortar attack. Moore sustained a head 
wound as a result of the attack. He was joined at the ceremony by his wife, Jessica.

Spc. W illia m  S w ails  is from Rockingham, N.C. He is assigned tc Delaware CO l - 5 0 ls t  kBN, On 
July 21, 2007, while conducting a mounted patrol in Mussaiyib, his vehicle was struck by an IFD.
He received shrapnel injuries to his right hand and left forearm. He was joined at the ceremony
by his wife, Chasity and son, Conner. -j

CpI. John S m ith  is from Apollo, Pa. He is assigned to Comanche CO l-5 0 1 s t ABN. CPI Smith I
was in an over watch position on Dec. 12, 2006 when his unit came under mortar attack. CpI.
Smith received a severe head injury as a result of the attack. He was joined at the ceremony by 
his wife, Lauren and her grandfather, Ralph Cargo, who is a Purple Heart recipient from the 
Korean War.

SGgt. Casey W rig h t is from Tucson, Anz. He is assigned to Delaware CO 1-501st ABN. While 
on mounted patrol, SGT Wright's vehicle was struck by an EFP in the town of Mussaiyib. Sgt.
Wright suffered shrapnel injuries to his left thigh. He was joined for the ceremony by his wife,
Amberle.

Spc. Lenw ood S te w a rt is from Springfield, Mass. He is assigned to C CO 3 /50 9  IN ABN. On {
May 31, 2007, as a result of an enemy attack on his dismounted patrol, Spc. Stewart suffered 
third-degree burns to the left side of his body and shrapnel to his right leg as a result of an »
enemy attack on his dismounted patrol. f

i

Spc. Justin  T au ria in e n  is from Anchorage. He is assigned as an engineer in Alpha Company,
425th BSTB. On May 21, 2007, while conducting route clearance operations, his up-armored <
engineer vehicle was struck by multiple IEDs. He sustained shrapnel injuries to his head, back, 
hand and legs He was joined at the ceremony by his mom, dad and extended family.

Sgt. R ichard  Johnson is from Houston, Texas. He is the lead crew served weapon operator 
assigned to the Brigade Personal Security Detachment. He was wounded on Aug. 14, 2007 while t
traveling in the lead up-armored HMMWV The convoy was hit by a six-array EFP. Sgt. Johnson f
sustained injuries to his backside and groin area. He was joined at the ceremony jy friends and
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family.

S ta ff  S g t. C had Leb lanc  is from Anchorage. He is assigned to Military Transition Team 820, 
425th BSTB. He sustained severe shrapnel wounds and third-degree burns on March 13, 2007  
during a mortar attack on Combat Outpost REO in Al Hillah. Iraq. Leblanc was joined at the 
ceremony by friends and family.

Sgt. 1 s t class Joshua Ferguson is from Minneapolis, Minn. He is assigned to Military 
Transition Team 820, 425th BSTB. He was wounded in an FFP attack on April ?2, 2007, while on 
a combined combat patrol with the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 8th Iraqi Army in Al Hillah, Iraq. 
Ferguson sustained severe injuries to both of his legs. He was joined at the ceremony by friends 
and family.

Spc. Jose C o llazo  is from New York, N.Y.. He is an engineer assigned to Alpha Company 425th  
BSTB at Camp Falcon. He was wounded Aug. 4, 2007, when the convoy he was traveling in was 
hit by an IED. He sustained blast injures to his hand and head. He was joined at the ceremony by 
friends and family.

Spc. R am sey R ah e r is from San Francisco, Calif. He is assigned to HHB Battery 2 -377 PFAR.
Spc. Raher was a forward observer for Headquarters Battery, On July 31, 2007, he was wounded 
in an indirect rocket attack at FOB Kalsu. Spc Raher sustained shrapnel wounds to his back, 
stomach and arms. He was joined at the ceremony by friends and fa-- ily.
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H u r t  s o l d i e r  r e c e i v e s  P u r p l e  H e a r t

La's >en Benson  recovering from severe  injuries incurred in 
Iraq

A critically injured soldier w ith roots in Southeast Alaska was awarded a 
Purple Heart by the U.S. Army, family members announced this week.

Gen. Richard Cody, vice chief of staff for the Army, pro nted 26-year-old 
Army Spec. Latseen Benson with the Purple Heart, a military medal 
bestowed on soldiers hurt or killed during combat, on Dec. 20 in a chapel 
ceremony at Walter Reed Military Hospital in Washington, D.C.

Benson, an Anchorage native with many Tlmgit relatives in Southeast 
Alaska, is recovering at the military hospital from injuries he received on 
Nov. 13 from a roadside bomb in Tikrit. Iraq. The explosion took part of both 
his legs.

"He's doing very well." said his aunt. Sylvia Carlsson of Anchorage, on 
Tuesday.

"Eventually (Latseen) is going to come home because Alaska is his home." 
Carlsson said.

Benson is spending time visiting other injured soldiers at the military 
hospital. His wife. Jessica, and his mother and stepfather are with him.
Carlsson said.

Benson has become adept in his wheelchair and now "it is hard for people to 
keep up with him." she said.

"We arc blessed because lie was able to return to us." said his mol! r. Diane 
Benson, in a prepared statement released Sunday. Benson, once a Green Party 
gubernatorial candidate, was horn and raised in Ketchikan hut now lives in 
Anchorage, w here she raised her son.

According to family members. Latseen Benson's injuries, which occurred 
during his second tour in Iraq, will not allow him to return to his previous 
Army serv ice.

Diane Benson, as well as some of his other supporters in Alaska, had
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expressed pain and outrage that Latseen Benson was required to return to Iraq 
after his first tour under the military's "stop-loss" policy. The policy forces 
soldiers to return to duty or extend their tours to deal with military personnel 
shortages.

"My son is a brave and dedicated soldier, and he served his country with 
honor," Diane Benson said.

Many Tlingits in Southeast Alaska have been raising funds to assist the 
Benson family. One fundraiser held at the Alaska Native Brotherhood Hall in 
Juneau netted about $4,000, according to Ashli Hobbs, an assistant with the 
Tlingit and Haida Central Council.

• Elizabeth Bluemink at clizabeth.bluemink@juneaucmpire.com.
Click here to return to story:
http://www.juneauempirc.com/stories/l22805/loc_2005122800l.shtml
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Combat Badge & Purple Heart Awarded
Purp le Heart pinned on Eagle River's Dan Collins

K andahar Airfield, Afghanistan -  U.S. Soldiers representing units from Fort Folk, Fori 
Stewart and Fort bragg, who arrived in Kandahar Air Field last month to help augment 
operations for the 207th Infantry Brigade and 297th Support Battalion of the Alaska Army 
National Guard, were awarded the 10th Mountain Division patch in a combat patch ceremony 
here on Oct. 8.

The shoulder insignia represents a Soldier's unit o f assignment during deployment to a combat 
zone. The lineage of the 10th Mountain Division insignia as a combat patch dates back to 1944 
when it was approved for wear on the right sleeve of the uniform, after the division’s heroic 
efforts on the battlefields of World War II.

"You arc being awarded this patch after completing 30 days on the ground,” said Col. IT Stephen 
Williams, commander of the 207th.

The Soldiers are eligible to wear the patch after only one da>, but Williams, from Chugiak, 
Alaska, says that 30 days has given the Soldiers time to reflect on what they have accomplished 
here in that time. “You’ve all done a great job,” he added.

In addition to the combat patch ceremony, the Purple Heart, along w ith the Combat Action 
Badge was awarded to Maj. Dan Collins, staff judge advocate for the 207th, for injuries he 
received when a rocket struck the dining facility on June 29 at Kandahar Air Field.

Collins, a resident of Faglc River. Alaska, was wounded in several aieas on the left side of his 
body, including his shoulder and left leg, where he sustained nerve damage. Collins’ injuries 
were substantial enough that he was sent to the United States for further treatment and 
rehabilitation.

"He could have stayed home but came back to serve.” Williams said. “That's the kind ot 
commitment we are looking for, and that's the kind of attitude we need.”

While he admits that he is not completely recovered. Collins indicated he is glad to be b. ck.
“ I’ve come back because I made a commitment to the commander and the unit.” Collins said.
“JAG officers are Soldiers first, so I came back to complete the mission.”

-30-
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ALASKAN SOLDIERS HONORED WITH THE PURPLE HEART 
AWARD

Video H.flhI ANCHORAGE -Fnends end 'amity gafhered on I Ft Rich on Tuesday, to honor the bravery of seven injured soldiers rech o» the soldiers rece ved the Purple Heart Award, a symbol of | the«r service and sacnlice
A ceremony was he'd >n honor of the seven wounded soldiers Each cf them stood at artent.on. as they were pinned, despite the sever injury they survived.

T h *  S e ve n  F I R tc h jr d tO ”  B a te d  Soldiers b*»mg Honored with theimno Honored with ihe fpn P̂rpi** Head recipients stood before dozens Awaid on Tuesday. July |he,r COmradOS as they received their awards Many of the army sdd ers tha* httonded this ceremony are currently deployed, but they decided to take one of the 'wo breaks that allows them to return home, at this time to be able to attend this ceremony
But. it was a tnp back home wetf worth ! The purp'e head .s only awarded to mamoors of the United States Armed Femes who s wounded or hilled m action agamst an enemy
The following <s a list of the names of tho soldiers that received tho Purple Head Award on TuesdayMajor Marc Hoftmeister. Staff Sergeant Juan Cabrera Specialist Olm Q.ngham. Specialist Sean Edmunds Specialist Matthew Lecher. Specialist Zachary Stith and Specialist William Verrrve
’̂though it’s nice to receive m award. Soldiers say that receiving this one <n pamcu af wasn't ,r first choice, cons ̂ enng it's awarded to service men ana women wounded or killed in action

M̂or General Stephen Layfield presented the medaiS on Tuesday *e is the senior Army Commander -n Aloska
The Purp a Head Award has quite a b-t of n.siory ben.nd i. .t dates back to the days of George Washington
The original Purple Head was designated by George VVash-ngton as the bade of ment. back n * ’82 If was only awarded to revolutionary war soldiers, after ihe war it wasn't used again until 1932 when President Hoover officially 'eesiabi sred «t to honor the 200th anniversary of Washington s birth
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°u rp le  Heart Trail was initially established in the Commonwealth o f  Virginia from its 
start point at Mt. Vernon. VA. Through positive legislative support o f  the Virginia 
General Assembly and through the leadership o f  two o f  its governors. The Honorable 
George Allen (now U.S. Senator) and incumbent Governor James Gilmore the trail now 
extends down Virginia highway 235 (the Mt. Vernon Parkway) lo US Route #1. thence to 
1-95. All o f 1-95 is designated the Purple Heart frail from the Potomac River in 
Alexandria, on the Maryland border, down to the State o f  North Carolina. It branches off 
at Fredericksburg on Virginia Highway 3 (the Kings Highway) to Stafford County and 
thence to the George Washington Birthplace National Monument in Westmoreland 
County. VA. Another leg goes eastward on 1-64 at Richmond, the state capital, to the city 
o f  Norfolk. The Virginia Department o f  Transportation has placed ‘Purple Heart Trail’ 
signs at all rest stops on 1-95 and 1-64 and at other special points along the total trail.

I Ultimately, the Purple I lean I rail will be extended from Virginia lo all other states and 
major cities o f the I Tiited Stales. Historically, the Purple Heart frail concept was inspired 
by the George Washington Chapter #1732 o f  fredericksburg/Spotsylvania. VA. in 1992. 
In convention of the Order, the delegates voted to approve a resolution establishing a 
symbolic Purple Heart I rail throughout the 50 slates. With the Commonwealth of 
Virginia being the home of the two distinguished general officers involved in the 
development o f  the Purple I lean. Generals Washington and MacArtluir. the Department 
o f  Virginia meml .rs of the Order took the lead to institute The Purple I leart Trail in 
Virginia, with a memorial marker to be erected and dedicated at Mt. Vernon as ihe start 
point of the trail.

In 1996. the General Assembly of  the Commonwealth approv ed the first step in 
establishing the Purple I leart Trail parallel to 1-95 and that portion of  Virginia Route 3 
from Washington's birthplace in Westmoreland County. VA. to his boyhood home at

http://www.piirpleheart.org/purple-lieart-trail.htnil
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Ferry Farm in Stafford County. VA. In 1998. through subsequently legislative fiat, the 
trail was extended to Norfolk. VA. ending at the tomb o f  General Douglas MacArthur on 
Interstate 64 from Richmond (1-95) to Norfolk and to Mt. Vernon. The purpose o f  the 
Purple Heart Trail is to commemorate the patriotic American heritage given to us by 
George Washington and General MacArthur and for the people o f Virginia, and 
ultimately al! the states, to memorialize those service persons who have had the Purple 
Heart medal bestowed on them or their p-'xt o f  kin for wounds received in combat in 
defense o f  our nation.

By marking these trails w ith appropriate signage, it was conceived that the automobile 
and the Interstate I Iighway System represent very tangible symbols o f  our freedom: the 
ability to get up and go anywhere anytime. While taken for granted by so many, this and 
so many other freedoms we enjoy as Americans have been earned through the sacrifice o f 
millions o f  Americans w ho have shed their blood and the many w ho have died in defense 
of freedom and liberty. I he signage was intended as a reminder that freedom is t i free 
and would stimulate thought and discussion among adults and children alike in 
contemplating the bountiful heritage enjoyed by all Americans as part o f  their legacy.

Major highways arc the ideal setting for this virtual trail, and ultimately, the Military 
Order o f  the Purple Heart would like to see the entire Interstate Highway System, 
conceive I by General Dwight I). F.isenhower during his tenure as President of the United 
States, designated as major portions o f  the Purple Heart I rail. Instructional kits hav e been 
developed and are in the hands o f  all Department Commanders on how to initiate 
necessary legislation in their respective stales to implement the continued growth of the 
Purple Heart I rail System.

National Commander Louie Spinel I i has accepted expansion o f  the trail as a major thrust 
of his leadership during his term o f  office. We who are on the forefront o f  this great 
effort, can take great pride in establishing this sy stem as a most noble and patriotic 
endeav or o f  the Military Order o f  the Purple Heart that will become an indelible part of 
our continuing serv ice to this great nation. If your state is not yet on board, we encourage 
all local chapters to take this up within the scope o f  their Americanism projects. Most 
legislatures have been found to be most receptive in support o f  legislative initiatives 
required to implement the program. The mood o f  the country is also such that many 
salons would welcome the opportunity to offer the necessary legislative language to make 
it happen. God Bless America, our home, sweet home!
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