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Senator Gary Stevens
Senate Majority Leader

Sponsor Statem ent fo r  
H ouse C S  fo r  Senate C S  fo r  Senate B il l  49 (T ran spo rta tion ) 

(U pdated  on M a rc h  29,2007)

‘An Act relating motor vehicle license plates'

In 2009, Alaska will celebrate its 50th anniversary as the 49,h state o f the United States o f 
America. To mark this historic occasion, the 23 Legislature created the Alaska Statehood 
Celebration Commission to organize, plan and administer all official state activities leading up to 
the 50th anniversary o f Alaska statehood. In the spirit o f celebrating our landmark anniversary, 
the commission recommends the state issue a commemorative license plate.

Senate B ill 49 gives the Division o f Motor Vehicles (DMV) statutory authority to issue a special 
license plate commemorating the 50lh anniversary o f Alaska’s statehood. The Division, in 
consultation with the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission, has determined the design and 
color o f the commemorative plate. DM V will begin to issue the commemorative license plate on 
January 1.2008.

SB 49 was amended b* *hc House Transportation Committee to allow D M V  to issue special 
registration plates to recipients o f the Medal o f Honor. The bill also waives any registration or 
plaic fees for the person receiving the Medal o f Honor, and removes the S30.00 license plate fee 
for Purple Heart recipients.

1 urge your support o f this important legislation.



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note If correction):____________
Title “An Act relating to commemorative license
______________ plates celebrating Alaska's 50th anniversary. "
S p o n s o r  S e n .  G a r y  S l o v e n s ___________________________________

( S )  S t a l e  A f f a ir s

Fi ica l Note Number: 
Bu Version: H C S  C S S B  4 9 ( T R A )
(H) Publish Date: 3/16/07

Dept. Affected: Administration

Component Motor Veh ic les

Requester Com ponent No. 2 3 4 8

Expenditures/Revenues
Note: Amounts do not inc lude inflation un less otherw ise noted belo •>.

(Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Personal Services 00 O.f 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 CO 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 C J 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 .  o°.l 0.0 I 0.0 I
CH A N Q E  IN R EV EN U ES  (1156) R S j m l (2.0)1 (2.0)| (2.0)| (2.0)1 (20)1

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

0.0 00 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 00 0.0 00 00
0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0
00 00 0.0 00 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00 00
0.0 00 0.0 00 00 00

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: _  0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is Included i the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYS IS : (Attach a separata page 1 necessary)
The Fiscal impact of this bill is the reduction of revenue of $2.0 annually for issuing of the Purple Heart 
License Plates, and potentially 5 vehicle registrations per year for the Congressional Medal of Honor plates

This minimal reduction in revenue and any minor costs associated with Congressional Medal of Honor or 
Purple Heart Veteran plates wV not affect th j agency's operating budget. Total revenue generated by the 
DMV is $50 million annually, while tho operating budget for the division is $13.1 million.

Prepared by: Duane Bannock
Division Motor Vehicles

Phone 260 5008
Date/Time 2/12/07 8 00 AM

Approved by: Kevin Brooks. Doputy Commissioner
Agency Dcpartmom of Admmist on______

Pat i 3/15/2007 1 55pm
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D on a t io n s

The Medal's 
History

O n  D e c e m b e r  9. 1861 lo w *  S e n a to r  
J am e s  W . G r im e s  i n t r o d u c e d  S. No . 82 
I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  S e n a te ,  a b i l l  
d e s ig n e d  to  " p rom o te  t h e  e f f i c ie n c y  o f  
t h e  Navy" b y  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  
p r o d u c t io n  a n d  d is t r i b u t io n  o f  "m eda ls  o f  ho no r" . O n  D e c e m b e r  21st t h e  
b i l l  w as  passed , a u t h o r i s in g  200 s u c h  m e d a ls  be p r o d u c e d  " w h ic h  s h a l l  be 
b e s tow ed  u p o n  s u c h  p e t t y  o f f ic e rs , s e am e n ,  l a n d s m e n  a n d  m a r in e s  as s h a l l  
d i s t in g u is h  t h em s e lv e s  b y  t h e i r  g a l la n t r y  i n  a c t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  s e a m a n l ik e  
q u a l i t i e s  d u r in g  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r  ( C iv i l  War)." P r e s id e n t  L i n c o ln  s ig n e d  th e  
b i l l  a n d  t h e  (Navy) M e d a l  o f  H o n o r  was b o rn .

Members Area

Tw*o m o n t h s  la t e r  o n  F e b ru a ry  17, 1862 M a s s a c h u s e t t s  S e n a to r  H e n r y  
W u a o n  in t r o d u c e d  a s im i l a r  b i l l ,  t h i s  o n e  to a u t h o r i z e  " the P r e s id e n t  to  

J d is t r i b u t e  m e d a ls  to p r iv a te s  i n  t h e  A rm y  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  w h o  s h a l l  
d is t in g u ia h  t h e m s e lv e s  i n  b a t t le ."  O v e r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  m o n t h s  w o r d in g  

j  c h a n g e d  s l ig h t l y  as t h e  b i l l  m a d e  i t s  w a y  t h r o u g h  C ong re s s .  W h e n  
P r e s id e n t  A b r a h am  L in c o ln  s ig n e d  S .J .R .  N o . 82 o n  J u l y  12. 1862, t h e  
A rm y  M-v.a! o i  H o n a r  was b o rn . I t  re ad  i n  part:

R e s o l v e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  i n  C o n g r e s s  
a s s e m b l e d .  T h a t  t h e  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  be . 
a n d  h e  is  h e reb y , a u t h o r iz e d  to c a u ^ e  tw o  t h o u s a n d  
"m eda ls  o f  hono r"  to  b e  p r e p a re d  w i t h  s u i t a b le  
e m b le m a t i c  d e v ic e s ,  a n d  to  d i r e c t  t h a t  t h e  s am e  be 
p r e s e n te d , i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  C o ng re s s ,  to  s u c h  n o n ­
c o m m is s io n e d  o f f ic e rs  a n d  p r iv a t e s  as s h a l l  m o s t  
d is t in g u is h  t h em s e lv e s  b y  t h e i r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  a c t io n ,  
a n d  o t h e r  so ld ie r- l ik e  q u a l i t i e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
i n s u r r e c t i o n  ( C iv i l  War).'*_______________________________

W it h  t h i s  s im p le  a n d  ra t h e r  o b s cu r e  a c t  C o n g re s s  c r e a te d  a u n iq u e  aw ard  
t h a t  w o u ld  a c h ie v e  p r o m in e n c e  I n  A m e r ic a n  h is t o r y  l ik e  few  o th e rs .  T h e  
ta b le  b e lo w  w i l l  a c q u a in t  y o u  w i t h  a c h r o n o lo g i c a l  t im e  l i n e  o f  k e y  e v e n ts  
i n  t h e  h is t o r y  o f  t h e  M ed a l o f  H o n o r .

Cong ress  authorizes a "certificate of merit" be prosontod by the 
3 MAR 1847||President w hen  a "private so ld ie r d is t in g u ish es  h im so lf  in  the 

ervice". a long  w ith add it iona l pay of 52 per m on th
||Army Assistant Surgeon Bornard J.D. Irw in roscues the 60 so ld iers 
>f 2d I t  Georgo B ascom ’s un it at A pache  Pass. A2. T hough  the 

13 FEB  IlModal of Honor had not yot been p roposed  in Cong ross  (and

hiin^/www.cmohs.ortz/niaJal/mcdaLhistory.htni 3115/2007
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j 1861 actua l ly  wouldn't even be presented  to Irw in unti l 1894, it was the 
First he ro ic  act for w h ic h  the Medal of H onor w ou ld  be awarded.

24 MAY 
1861

In A lexandr ia , VA Army Private Franc is  E dw in  B rowne ll performs 
the first ac t ion  of the C iv i l  W ar to merit the Meda l of Honor

26 JUN 
1861

Aboard the U.S.S. Pawnee, J ohn  W il l iam s  courage  desp ite  h is 
w ounds , h is  refusal to leave any man beh ind , and h is lo ve  for the 
flag b ecam e the first act by a m om be r of the U.S. Navy to merit the 
Meda l o f  Honor.

21 JUL 1861
E leven  so ld ie rs  at the Battle of Bu l l Run perform act ions  that 
even tua l ly  w i l l  make them  rec ip ien ts  of the Medal of Honor . The 
num be r  in c lu d es  Dr. Mary Wa lker w ho  was in vo lv ed  in three ma jo r 
batt les and bocam e the ONLY w om an  to get the Medal.
In a ll, 25 so ld ie rs  and 5 sa i lo rs w ou ld  perform Medal of Honor j 
a c t ions  in the mon ths from Bernard Irwin's first he ro ic  act to the 
es tab l ishm en t of the Navy Meda l in December .

|| 9 D EC  1861
Iowa Senator James W. G r im es , cha irm an of the Senate Naval 
Comm it tee , in troduces S. No .82 In C ong ress  to create a meda l of 
h o no r  to promote the e f f ic ie ncy  of the Navy.

I 21 DEC
II 1861

Pres ident Abraham  L in co ln  app roves  the C ong re ss io na l act ion to 
p rov ide  for 200 Navy Meda ls of Honor.

17 FEB  
1862

Massachusetts  Senator Henry W i ls o n  in troduces a b il l in C ong ress  
to p rov ide  for an Army Medal of Honor for "privates in tho Army of 
the Un ited States w ho  sha l l d is t in g u is h  them se lve s  in battle."

I 12 APR 
I 1862

C iv i l ia n  spy  James J. A nd rew s and 19 vo lun tee rs beg in  the ir "Great 
L ocom o t iv e  Chase"  b eh ind  en em y  l ines  In Georg ia .

I 12 MAY 
1862

At Drewry's Bluff, VA aboard the U.S.S. Ga lena , Corpora l John 
Mackio becam e the first Mar ine to earn the Medal of Honor . W hen 
he rece ived  the award aboard the U.S.S. S em ino le  on 10 Ju ly  1863 
ho b ecam e the first Mar ine to a lso  rece ive  the award.

18 JUN 
1862

Seven  of And rew ’s Ra iders are hanged  as sp ies  in Atlanta. Four of 
them  w il l  even tua l ly  be awarded Meda ls of Honor.. .the first to d ie  in 
the ir m om en t of he ro ism .

|12 JUL 1862

Pres ident L in co ln  approves the leg is la t ion  author iz ing  the 
preparat ion of 2,000 Meda ls of Honor to "be presented , in  the nam e 
of tho Cong ress , to s u c h  non- comm iss ioned  off icers and  pr ivates 
as sha l l m ost d is t in gu ish  them se lve s  by the ir ga llantry In act ion , 
and other soldier-like qua lit ies ." A lready 88 so ld ie rs  have 
performed he ro ic  act ions  that w i l l  be u lt imate ly awarded Meda ls of 
Honor.

I 17 SEP 
1862

Twenty U.S. Army so ld ie rs  perform he ro ic  acts at Ant ie tam that 
w ou ld  ovontua lly  b e com e  recogn ized  by Modal of Honor 
presentat ions .

j 13 D EC  llAt Freder icksburg , VA, N ine teen  so id iors porform Medal of Honor 
|| 1862 Hactions.

II3 MAR 1863
||

7he Act of 3 March 1863 extended  the presentat ions of tho Army 
Modal of Honor to officers, as we l l as non- comm iss ioned  off icers 
and pr ivates. (The Navy m eda l co n t in uou  to be rosorved for 
unlisted pe rsonne l ONLY.)

| 25 MAR I 
1863 \

Secretary o f War Edw in  S tanton presents the first Meda ls  of Honor 
o s ix of the su rv iv in g  m embers  o f Androw's Raidors. They  are the 
irst Meda ls over presented .

f "^1
II3 APR 1863 It

I'

rho Navy presents its first Meda ls of Honor to 41 sa ilors , 17 of 
hem  for act ions in  the attacks at Forts Jackson and St. P h i l ip  (24 
Ip r  1862).

http://www.cmohs.org/mcdal/mcdal_history.htm 3/15/2007
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22 May 186:
Ninety-six so ld iers perform Meda l of Honor act ions  at V icksburg ,

) M iss iss ipp i. . . .the h ighes t o n e  day total in  the Meda ls ent ire history. 
In all, 120 Medals of Honor were earned at V icksburg .

30 JUN 
1863

Approx imate ly 300 of the 864 m embers  of the 27th Ma ine agree to 
rema in to guard W ash ing ton , DC  after the ir en l is tmen t had 
exp ired . In return Secreta iy  of War Edw in  Stanton subm itted  tho 
ent ire group of vo lunteers for Meda ls of Honor. A typograph ica l 
error resulted in all 864 of the 27th Maine's so ld iers be ing  awarded 
Medals of Honor for the ir extra 4 days of serv ice . (All were revoked 
In the purge of 1917).

1 JUL 1863 Four days of battle at Gettysburg added 58 Meda ls of Honor to the 
war total. j

| l 8  JUL 1863
At Fort Wagner, SC  the 54th Massachusetts  Co lo red  Infantry faced 
the ir f ir t ma jor test of combat . Former s la ve  W il l iam  Harvey I 
Ca rney  becam e the first B lack Amer ican  to earn the Medal of 
Honor.

J 5 AUG 1864
Ninety-eight Amer icans  rece ived  Medals of Honor for act ions this 
day at Mob i le  Bay, A labama. The total in c lu d ed  90 sa i lors and 8 
Marines.

12 APR 1865 Fifty-two so ld iers earn Meda ls of Honor at Petersburg, VA.

J 6 APR 1865
Fifty-six so ld iers earn Medals of H onor at Dea tonsv i l le  (Sailor’s 
Creek), VA. Among  them on th is day was 2d Lt. Thomas Custer 
(yes, they were brothers) w h o  earned h is S E CO N D  Medal of Honor, 
b e com in g  the ONLY MAN in the C iv i l  War to rece ive TWO.

I 11 APR 
j 1865

Genera l Lee surrenders at Appomattox C our thouse  and the C iv i l  
War ends.

19 APR 
1865

In the week fo l low ing Leo's surrender 8 more Meda ls of Honor wero 
earned. 7 of them at C o lum bu s , GA. The 9th and last Medal of 
Honor of the C iv i l  War was earned on April 19th at G reensboro , NC 
by Char les  Ma lone Betts.

| | l2 May 1865
In Nebraska Army Private Frank W. Lohnes  b e com es  the first 
off ic ia l Medal of Honor rec ip ien t of the Ind ian C am pa igns , h is 
act ion preceded on ly  by Bernard Irwin's 4 years earlier. H is award 
is presented jus t two mon ths  after h is act ion .

11 NOV 
1 1865

Rather than grant Dr. Mary Walker's request for a com m is s io n  in 
the U.S. Army, Pres ident J ohn son  ordors that sh e  be g iven  the 
Meda l of Honor. (Tho award was revoked in the purge of 1917, then 
restored in 1977).

31 D EC  
1865

|

680 of tho eventua l 1520 total M eda ls awardod for C iv i l  War act ions 
[not coun t ing  those of tho 27th Maine), have been presented. 
crom 1866 to 1890 a total of 105 more w il l be awardod. From 1890 
to 1899 more Medals w il l bo awarded for C iv i l  War act ion that wero 
awarded dur ing  the wnr...a total of 683 in  tho last d ecad e  of the 
century.

|
1865-1891

! i

During the per iod from tho end  of the C iv i l  War to Now Years Day. 
1891 all but two of the 242 Meda ls  of Honor awardod for tho Ind ian 
Campa igns wore oarnod. The ex cep t ions  woro tho earlior award to 
rw in, and the last act ion w h ic h  occurred  on 5 O C T  1898.

II
9 JUN 1871 ]

I

rhree sa ilors oarn Medals of Honor for ac t ion  in  Korea. These wero 
he first Modals of Honor oarnod on  fore ign so i l .  Ovor the 
o l low lng  two days twolvo more Amer icans  oarn Meda ls of 
tonor...9 sa ilors and 6 Mar ines In all.

c

'! 11

)uo to the largo num ber  of m en  subm itted  for Moda ls of Honor 
fter the Battle of the Little B ig Horn, a rov icw  board of o f f r  irs  was

KHrWAimm/ f mnht nro/mrdal/mtvlnl hislorv.him 3/15/2007



History of the Medal of Honor: Congressional Medal of Honor Society Page \ o f 10

ll

1876

assem b led  to cons id e r  the requests . The num ber was pared down 
to 24 m en , and a "new standard” was app l ied  that "the conduc t 
w h ic h  deserves su c h  recogn it ion  sh o u ld  not be the s im p le  
d is cha rge  of duty, but s u c h  acts beyond  th is that if om itted or i 
refused to be done , shou ld  not ju s t ly  sub jec t the person to censure 
as a sho r tcom ing  or failure." |

23 APR 
I 1890

The MEDAL O F  HONOR LEG ION  is es tab l ished  to protect the 
integrity of the Medal.

2 May 1896
Cong re ss  approved leg is la t ion au thor iz ing  "a rosette or knot to be 
worn in l ieu of the meda l, and a r ibbon  to be worn w ith the medal." 
(20 Stat. 473) J

I 10 NOV 
| 1896

For tho first t im e a chang e  is m ade  in the DES IGN of the Modal of  ̂
Honor. The change  is on ly  in the s u sp en s io n  r ibbon and affects 
on ly  the Army's Medal of Honor.

20 JUN 
1897

With more than 700 C iv i l  War so ld ie rs  app ly ing  for Medals of Honor 
s in ce  1890, Pres ident W il l iam  M cK in lo y  had d irected the Army to 
es tab l ish  new  po l ic ie s  regard ing Medal of Honor app l ica t ion s  and 
awards. P ub l ished  on this date the new  regu lat ions:
. . .E s tab l ished  that Meda ls of Honor co u ld  on ly  be awarded for 
"gallantry and intrepidity" above  and  beyond that of one's fe l low  
so ld iers ,
. . .Requ ired that a subm is s io n  for the Modal of Honor be m ade by a 
person other than the veteran w ho  had performed the he ro ic  deed. 
.. .Requ ired  the test imony , under oath, of o n e  or more eyew itnesses 
to the he ro ic  deed .
...S<*# a t im e l im it of o n e  year for any  person to bo subm itted  for tho 
Medal of Honor for an act o ccu rr ing  after 26 June 1897.

11 FEB  1898

The Army is&"es proper ins truc t ion  for d isp lay  of the Medal of 
Honor suspe i 'd from a r ibbon h u ng  around the neck of the 
rec ip ient . (For the next ha lf century Army Meda ls of Honor were 
som et im es  d isp layed  in th is fash ion , at o ther t imes p inned  to the 
tun ic  of a sold ier's uniform.)

15 FEB  
j 1898

The U.S.S. Ma ine myster ious ly  exp lodes in  Havana Harbor k i l l ing  
258 Amer ican so ld iers and la u n c h in g  tho Spanish-American War. 
From 1 May to 26 July, 109 so ld iers , sa i lors and Marines earned 
Medals of Honor. A il but 12 were awarded w ith in  a year of the 
war's end .

| 1 APR 1899 Three Mar ines and one  Sa ilor earn Meda ls of Honor in Samoa.

20 JUN 
1900

Twenty-nine Amer icans  earn Meda ls of Honor in C h in a  (the Boxer 
Rebe l l ion) in a cam pa ig n  that w i l l  see  30 more awards for hero ism  
by August 14th. j

21 SEP 
1901

I

Secretary of War E l i Root appo in ts  a board headed  by C iv i l  War 
medal rec ip ien t Major Genera l Arthur MacArthur to rev iew  Meda l of 
Honor subm is s io n s  from the S pan ish  Amer ican War and tho 
con t inu ing  conf l ic t in  the P h i l ip p in e  Is lands .

|
I 19 APR 

1902
j |

J.S. War Department Spec ia l Orders No. 93. Paragraph 14 
contlnuos tho board appo in tod  by E l i Root "for tho purpose olr 
jx am in in g  app l ica t ions  and re commenda t io ns  for Meda ls of Honor 
m d  Cert if icates of Merit.

j

23 APR 
1904

£
r
H

Congress author izes a d is t in c t ive  new  dos ign  for tho Army Modal 
>f Honor, the b ra in ch i ld  of Genera l Goorge G il lo sp ie  w ho  had 
oce ivod the Medal of Honor dur ing  the C iv i l  War. Th# now 
G il lo sp io  Modal" retains the star shapo  but surrounds it w ith a 
ireen iaurol. The Modal is su sp end ed  from a now ly d es ign ed  b lue 
Ibbon bear ing 13 stars from a bar o n  w h ic h  is printod the word 
VALOR". Upon author iz ing  the now  Medal of Honor dos ign ,

him://www.cmohs.oruj'mt:dal/mcdul historv.htm 3/15/2007
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Cong re ss  requ ires Medal rec ip ien ts  to return the ir o r ig ina l Meda ls 
to be rep laced w ith the new.

10 JAN 
1S06

In ce rem on ies  at the Wh ite  House , P res ident Theodo re  Rooseve lt 
presents the Medal of Honor to Span ish-American war hero James 
R. C h u r ch  in keep ing w ith h is  ear lier E xe cu t iv e  Order:
"The presentation of a Medal of H onor to an off icer or en l is ted  man 
in the m ilitary serv ice , awarded unde r  the Jo int R eso lu t ion  of 
Cong ress  approved Ju ly  12,1863, w i l l  a lways be made w ith formal 
and Im press ive  ce remon ia l.
"The rec ip ien t w il l , w hen  pract icab le , be ordered to W ash ing ton , 
D .C ., and the presentat ion w il l be  m ade by the Pres ident, as 
Commander-in-Chlef, or by su ch  representat ive as the Pres ident 
may des ignate .
"When not pract icab le to ha-a the presentat ion at W ash ing ton , the 
deta ils of t ime, p lace, and ce rom ony  w i l l  be p rescr ibed  by <*e C h ie f  
of Staff for each case.
"On cam pa ign , the presentat ion w i l l  be m ade  by the D iv is io n  or 
h ig he r commander ."  (September 20,1905)

27 FEB  
1907

Rec ip ien ts  of the earlier d es ign s  for the Meda l of Honor have 
show n  re luctance to return the ir "old" m eda ls  for the new  
"G il lesp ie" meda ls  b ecause  of the sen t im en ta l va lue  the ir or ig ina l 
award ho ld s  for them . In re sponse  C ong ress  au thor izes them to be 
i£3ued the new  des ign  w ithou t tu rn ing  in the ir or ig ina l M eda ls and 
instructs that those w ho  had p rev ious ly  turned in the ir Meda ls have 
them  returned to them . The  leg is la t ion  spec if ies , howover , that 
both Meda ls (orig inal and G il lesp ie) can not be  worn at the sam e 
time.

1913
The Navy changes  the r ibbon from w h ic h  the ir Meda l of H onor is 
su sp ended  to a b lue  r ibbon w ith 13 wh ite  stars, s im i la r  to the 
d es ign  of the r ibbon patented w ith  G il lesp ie 's  Meda l of Honor for 
the Army. Other s l ight ch anges  in d os ig n  are a lso made.

3 MAR 1915

Author ized the Pres ident to present "a su itab le  Meda l of Honor to 
be awarded to any off icer of the Navy, Mar ine Corps , or Coast 
Guard w ho  sha l l have d is t in g u ish ed  h im se lf  in  battle or d isp layed  
extraord inary hero ism  in the l ine  of h is  profess ion ."  P rev ious ly  *he 
award was reserved for en l is ted  p e rsonne l ONLY , but th is act mado 
it ava i lab le  to officers as we l l. (38 Stat. 928, 931)

24 Oct 1915 Three Marines earn Meda ls of H onor in  Haiti. O n  the 17th of the 
fo l low ing  mon th  three more Mar inos earn Meda ls of H onor in  Haiti.

27 APR 
1916

Cong ress  passes leg is la t ion  to es tab l ish  “Th j Army and Navy 
Meda l n f Honor Roll" and author izes a $10 month ly  p e n s io n  for 
Modal rec ip ients over age 65.

3 JUN 1916
I

"A board to cons is t  of f ive genera l off icers on  the retired list of tho 
Army sha l l be convened .. .fo r the p u rpo se  of i-v»»stigating and 
reporting upon past awards or is sue  ot the so-call»c' co ng ress io na l 
meda l of honor."

16 O CT  
1916

(
1
z

Fhe BOARD OF GENERALS  author ized in  t h i  p rev ious  leg is la t ion  
:o n vened  under Lt.Goneral N e lson  M iles , a Meda l rec ip ien t from 
he C iv i l  War. Genera l M iios had takon an act ive  ro lo in p romot ing  
eg is la t ion  to protect the Modal as com m and e r  of the Modal of 
Honor Leg ion  and approached  the work of h is  comm ittee  w ith 
tetorm ination and ded ica t ion . Every award of tho A rmy Meda l of 
Ho or s in co  tho C iv i l  War was rovlowod. Tho rec ip ien ts  wero 
m onym ous  to t' e board, roprosented on ly  by a numbor.

1
r
'he Medal of Honor rev iew  board ro leased its f ind ings , str ik ing tho 
lamos of 911 moda l rec ip ients from the ho no r  ro ll . The str ickon
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5 FEB  1917

17 APR 
1917

names In c luded  all the m eda ls  awarded to the 27th Maine, 29 
m embers  c f  Pres ident L inco ln 's funeral guarr1 and s ix c iv i l ia ns  
(whose courage the board d id  not deny , but w no  were ru led 
in e l ig ib le  for the Medal due the ir c iv i l ia n  status). F ive of the 
c iv i l ia n s  were scou ts  from the Ind ian Cam pa ign s  in c lu d in g  Buffalo 
Bil l C ody . The s ixth was C iv i l  War Assistant Surgeon Mary 
Walker. T ho ugh  she had partic ipated In ma jor c am pa ig ns  from Bull 
Run  to Ch ickam auga , e ven  endu red  three mon ths as a Confederate 
p r isoner of war, her c iv i l ia n  status den ied  her con t in ued  
recogn it ion  as a Medal of Honor recip ient,
The h s t  Meda ls of Honor awarded for C iv i l  War act ion are 
presented to Henry Lew is and Henry Peters, b r ing ing  to a c lo se  the | 
controvers ia l and d iv is iv e  scramb le  of C iv i l  War vets for the 
cove ted  award, and o pen in g  the way for new  > jg is la t lve 
protect ions .____________________________________________

23 JUN 
1917

Com m ande r  W il l is  W in ter Bradley, Jr. aboard the U.S .S . Pittsburgh 
be com es  the first Meda l of Honor rec ip ient of World War I. In all 
119 so ld iers , sa i lors , mar ines , and for the first t ime A IRMEN 
performed hero ism  mer it ing  the ir Nation's h ighest award over the 
fo l low ing  two years. On ly  4 s u c h  awards were actua l ly  presented 
dur ing  the per iod of the war, the rema inder cam e as a result of a 
rev iew  of World War I awards of the D is t ingu ished  Serv ice  Cross 
at the request of Genera l John  J. Persh ing . The last presentation 
of a World  War i Medal of Honor wou ld  not o c cu r  unti l the c lo s ing  
decade  of the century .________________________________________

9 JUL 1918

The Meda l of Honor was born in 1862, but it was the act of 9 July 
1918 that def ined  the future of the award, w h i le  further e l im inated  
the Cert if icate of Merit w h i le  es tab l ish ing  the new  "Pyramid of 
Honor" p rov id ing  for lesser awards (The D is t ingu ished  Serv ice 
C ross , The D is t in gu ish ed  S erv ice  Medal, and the S ilve r Star). A 
koy d ifference between the leve ls  of awards was spe lled  out, "That 
the Pres ident is author ized to present, in the nam e o f the 
Cong ress , a meda l of h o no r  on ly  to each person w ho , w h i le  an 
off icer or en l is tod man of the Army, sha l l hereafter, in act ion 
in v o lv in g  actua l conf l ic t w ith an onemy, d is t in gu ish  h im se lf  
c o n s p ic u o u s ly  by gallantry and intrep id ity at the risk of h is  life 
above  and beyond  the ca l l of duty." The lesser awards were 
author ized for presentat ion by tho Pres ident, "BUT NOT  IN THE 
NAME OF CONGRESS ."

The act of Ju ly 9th further es tab l ished  t ime lim its to avo id  
p rob lem s like those encoun te rod  w ith C iv i l  War veterans seek ing 
the award. R ecom m enda t io ns  for Medals of Honor had to Le made 
w ith in  2 years of th*» act of ho ro ism  for w h ic h  it was to bo awarded, 
and the Medal was to be presented w ith in  3 years.

The act of Ju ly 9th was further c larif ied in September, then aga in  in 
February 1919, to st ipu lato that no  person co u ld  roco ivo more than 
ONE  Meda l of Honor. P rev ious ly  there had beer. 19 DOUBLE 
AWARDS of tho Medal, but heroafter. w h i le  there wore p rov is ions  
for s e co nd  and consocu t ivo  awards of lessor moda ls to ' e made 
and noted w ith appropr ia te r ibbon  dev ices , no  moru than ONE 
Medal of Honor co u ld  De awardod.

3 MAY 1919
Six m on ths  aftor tho ond  of Wor ld  War I the Modal of Honor is 
prosented in Franco to Sergeant A lv in  C. York. It was a h istor ic 
ovont for tho Modal not so  m u ch  at the t imo but for tho legondary 
status its rec ip ients w ou ld  rece ive  In tho yoars to fo l low.________

T
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7 DEC 1941

1 Five minutes before Japanese aircraft fell upon Pearl Harbor, the 
air field at Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii was attacked. There Navy | 
Lieutenant John Finn earned the first Medal of Honor of World War 
II. Fourteen more sailors earned Medals of Honor that day at Pearl 
Harbor, ten of them posthumously.

7 Aug 1942

The TIFFANY CROSS established for non combat naval heroism in 
1942 had proven unpopular, perhaps because it so closely 
resembled the German Iron Cross. It was also poorly regulated 
and documented. The Act of August 7th restored the earlier 
provisions of the Navy Med?l of H^nor for non-combat heroism and 
eliminated the Tiffany Cross and the two-medal system.

27 SEP 
1942

At Guadalcanal Canadian Born Douglas Munro becomes the first, 
and ONLY, member of the U.S. Coast Guard to receive the Medal of 
Honor. Munro was killed In action during his moment of valor.

23 May 1943

In the frozen Aleutian Islands of Alaska, Colorado's Private Joseph 
P. Martinez becomes the first Hlspanlc-American to receive the 
Medal of Honor during World War II. His posthumous award was 
the first act for combat heroism on American soil {other than the 15 
at Pearl Harbor) since the Indian Campaigns.

10 NOV 
1943

In Italy for Arkansas football star and Detroit Lion Pro Captain j 
Maurice "Footsie" Britt earns the Medal of Honor. Having already 
earned the DSC and the Silver Star, it is the first time in military ! 
history that a soldier earned all of the military's too awards In a 
single war.

26 JAN 
1945

In France a small, fair featured boy from Texas becomes the most 
decorated soldier of World War II. Audie Leon Murphy came to 
epitomize the heroism of America's finest and went on to achieve 
unprecodented colebrity status. !

5 APR 1945

Japanese-American boys had struggled long to prove their loyalty 
to the United States despite paranoia and prejudice at home. The 
442d Infantry Regiment built an impressive record of valor. On this 
day PFC Sadao S. Munemori became the only Japanese-American 
of the war to earn his Nation's highest honor. His Medal of Honor, 
presented posthumously to his mother, is on display at tho 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. j

29 JUL 1945 In the Philippine Island's Army Corporal Melvin Mayfield earns tho 
last Medal of Honor of Worl J War II.

1946 The CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY is formod. 1

20 JUL 1950
General William F. Dean and George Dalton Lihby earn the first 
Medais of Honor of the Korean War. Libby was killed in action and 
General Dean was taken as a Prisoner of War.

5 AUG 1950

The United States Air Force was born on July 26, 1947 when 
President Truman signod the National Socurity Act of 1947. On this 
date in 1950 Louis Sobille became the first flier of the now soparate 
AIR FORCE to earn tho Medal of Honor. In all, FOUR Air Forco 
officers received Medals of Honor for action in Korea...all of them 
posthumous awards. (These four men, as had mombors of the 
anrlier Air Sorvice and Army Air Corps, were awardod Army Modals 
of Honor.

25 JUL 1953
\mbrosio Guillen becomes the last of 131 Amoricans to rocofvo tho 
Medal of Honor in Korea. Guillen's posthumous award was one of 
)4 awarded to heroes killed during their momont of valor in Korea.

10 AUG 1 
1956 c

.ogislation is authorized providing mombors of tho Unitod Statos 
Mr Force with their own. distinctive design for an Air Forco Modal 
>f Honor separato from that of tho Navy and Army.
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5 AUG 1958
The Medal of Honor Society L  absorbed Into the Congressionally 
Chartered CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA under Title 38, USC.

25 JUL 1963

Congress amended Titles 10 and 14 of the US Code establishing 
criteria and guidelines for award of the k' Jdal of Honor:
...It would be awrrded for action against an enemy of the United 
States,
...while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an 
opposing foreign force, or
...while serving with friendly forces (such as was the case with the 
UN forces in Korea) In an armed conflict against an opposing 
armed force in which the United States is not a belligerent party.

13 OCT 
1964

Changes in Medal of Honor legislation provided for a $100 per 
month ponsion for Medal of Honor recipients over tho age of 50.

17 DEC 
| 1964

Army Special Forces Captain Roger Donlon becomes the first 
Medal of Honor hero of the Vietnam war.

1965

The AIR FORCE introduces the design for their distinctive Air 
Force Medal of Honor, similar In design to that of the Army Medal 
of Honor only larger and displaying the head of the Statue of 
Liberty and other design changes. Each branch of service. Army, 
Navy/Marines/Coast Guard, and Air Force now his its own medal 
design. All three branches display the Medal suspended below a 
neck ribbon.

23 JAN 
1967

In Vietnam, Bernard Francis Fisher becomes the first airman to 
oarn the Air Force's newly designed Medal of Honor. In all, 12 
USAF servicemen received Medals of Honcr including John 
Levitow, the first enlisted man to receive the award.

31 OCT 
1972

Navy SEAL Michael Thornton performs the last Medal of Honor 
action of the Vietnam war, saving the life of his SEAL Team Leader 
Lt. Tommy Norris. Six months earlier Norris had been submitted 
for the Medal of Honor for heroic actions to rescue downed pilots.
It was the first time since the battle at the Citadel in Korea in 1871 j 

that a Medal of Honor was awarded for saving the life of a Medal of 
Honor recipient. (This, though Norris did not receive his award 
until 1976.) I

10 JUN 
1977

Army Secrotary Clifford Alexandor, Jr. orders the restoration of the 
Civil War award of the Medal of Honor to Dr. Mary E. Walkor. She 
is tho only woman ever awarded the Medal of Honor...but not the 
only woman whose name appears on the official Honor Roll.

12 JUN 
1989

The United States Army restores the Medals of Honor to 5 civilian 
scouts from the Indian Campaigns. Including the award to William 
"Buffalo Bill" Cody. All 5 awards had been includod in the purge of 
1917.

24 APR 
! 1991

World War 1 had yieldod no Black M«.dal of Honor rocipionts, not 
duo to any lack of courago by America's "soldiers of color” but 
nstead to tho unjust prejudices of tho time. On this date President 
Soorgc Bush corrected this sad part oi Modal of Honor history 
*hon ho prosented tho Medal of Honor to the family of Corporal 
-reddie Stowers, who died in his momont of valor.
1

<
3 OCT “993 r

a

’wo Special Forces Operational Dctachmont Delta mombors, Gary 
3ordon and Randall Shughart aro killed in action during a rescuo 
nission in Somalia. Whon Prosidont Clinton presontod Modals of 
tonor to tholr widows on 23 May ?993 their horoism was rocordod 1 
s tho only Medal of Honor actions to occur in tho 1990s.

IIas had bean Ihe case for Black Amorican soldiers during World 1 
||War 1, racial prejudice had provented the a. ard of the Modal of |
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13 JAN 
I 1997

Honor to any Black soldiers during World War II. After a 
comprehensive review of military awards to that war's Black 
heroes, Presl Jer.t Clinton presented Medals of Honor to the 
families of 6 deceased Black World War II heroes and onn living 
hero, Vernon Baker.

20 JAN 
I 1998

President Clinton prosented a long over-looked and over-due 
Medal of Honor to World War II hero James Day. Sadly, Mr. Day 
survived to wear his Medal of Honor for only six months before 
passing away.

10 JUL 1998 In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the 1 
Medal of Honor to Vietnam War Navy Corpsman Robert Ingram.

|| 8 FEB 2000 Iri ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the 
Medal of Honor to Vietnam War Medic Alfred Rascon. !

I 21 JUN 
2000

In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the 1 
Medal of Honor to 22 World War II Veterans. Many are presented 
posthumously. All the medals went to Asian-Americans who were 
denied earlier recognition due to racism. j

18 DEC 2000 In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the 
Medal of Honor to William H. Pistenbarger. j

16 JAN 
2001

In ceremonies at the White House, President Clintc". posthumously 
presents the Medal of Honor to Theodore Koosevelt. The former : 
president's great-grandson Tweed Roosevelt accepted the award 
on his behalf.

| JAN 2001 In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton posthumously 
presents the Medal of Honor to Andrew Jackson Smith.

||l6 JUL 2001 In ceromonies at the White House, President Bush presonts the 
Medal of Honor to Ed W. Freeman.

|| 1 MAY 2002 In ceremonies at the W .te House, President Bush presents the 
Meaal of Honor to posthumously Jon E. Swanson.

11 MAY 2002 In ceremonies at the White House, President Bush presonts the 
Medal of Honor to posthumously Ben L. Salomon. ,

I 8 JUL 2002 In ceremonies at the White House, President Bush posthumoc sly 
presents tho Medal of Honor to Humbert R. Versace. j

!
4 APR 2003

I

Sgt. 1st Clans Paul R. Smith distinguished himself n- 8aghdad j 
International Airport. With disregard for his own safety, Sgt. Smith 
manned a** exposed mounted machine gun allowing for the safe 
withdrawal of numerous wounded soldiers and the death of as 
many 50 enemy soldiors. Sgt. Smith was mortally woundod at this 
lime.

14 APR 2005 n ceremonies at the White House, President Bush posthumously 
orosonts the Modal of Honor to Paul R. Smith. This was

23 SEP 
2005

n ceremonies at the White House, President Bush prosents Tibor 
‘Ted" Rubin tho Modal of Honor for actir is in Koroa during 1950- 
I953.

VCKNOWI.HJCMKM:

A  b i g  t h a n k s  t o  D o u g  S t e r n e r  a n d  h i s  I l o m e o l U e r o e s  
w e b s i t e  f o r  p r o v  i d i n g  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h i s  p a g e .

L'lxl.ttt'd l>v Charles Polanski.
Copyright 2000 Congressional Medal of Honor Society. All rights reserved. 
Information In this document Is subject to change without notice.
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Alaska State Legislature

Vice-Chairman
Economic Developm ent Trade & Tourism 

Conunitlcc

Chairman
Slai>‘ Affairs Committee

Phone: (907)465-4931 
Fax:(907)465-4316 

Toll Free (800) 870-4391

Session:
Alaska Slate Capitol 

Juneau, \K  99801-1182

Member
Judiciary Committee
Joint Armed Services Committee

A Communication From
R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  B O B  L Y N N

District 31 Anchorage
716 W. 4lh Ave., #650 

Anchorage, AK 99501-2133

Interim :

Finance Subcom m ittees
C o rre c tio n s
L ab o r a n d  W o rk fo rc e  D eve lop . 
M ilita ry  an d  V e te ra n s ' A ffa irs  
P u b lic  S a fe ty

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r Phone: (907) 269-0205 
Fax: (907) 269-0207

Date: March 29, 2007

Re: SB  49  COMMEMORATIVE PLATES: STATEHOOD ANIV.

We the undersigned agree to waive SB 49 from House State Affairs Committee and on to House 
Finance Committee. Signature and agreement to waive does not constitute support or opposition 
to the bill, nor obligate the member to a specific vote on the House Floor.

Rep. Bob Lynn, Chair Rep. Bob Roses, v icc Chair

Rep. John Coghill Rep. Craig Johnson

Rep. Kyle Johansen Rep. Max Gruenberg

Rep. Andrea Doll


