


R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e v i n  M e y e r

HOUSE DISTRICT 30

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n

'Proposing an amendment to the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State 
Legislature relating to voting."

Article II, section 12 of the Alaska Constitution requires the Legislature to adopt 
uniform rules governing the procedures the body will follow. Uniform rule 34(b) 
governs a request by a member to abstain from a vote.

House Concurrent Resolution XX changes the procedure for abstaining when the 
request for abstention is related to a violation of the Legislative Ethics Act. Under 
HCR XX, a member would declare a conflict of interest, make a brief statement, 
and would be allowed to abstain unless a majority of the members present voted 
to force the member to vote.

Currently, a member asks to abstain from voting, and then if there is an 
objection, the member is required to vote. To an outside observer this process 
can seem confusing, particularly when a member asks to be excu 'd due to a 
conflict of interest.

When considering whether or not a member should be allowed to abstain from a 
vote when a conflict is present, the right of constituents to be represented needs 
to be balanced with the integrity of the institution. Since conflicts of interest and 
whether or not they are substantial by statutory definition are often judgment 
calls, HCR XX is designed to protect both the integrity of the institution and the 
right of the people to be represented. By leaving the determination of whether a 
member should be allowed to vote to the respective legislative body, HCR XX 
gives the legislature the power to allow a member to abstain while ensuring those 
abstentions are warranted.

ICmuil: R epresentative  Kev in  M eyertn  leg is.state.uk.us • T o l l  Free: (866) 465-4945 
Sess ion : State C ap ito l, Ju n eau , A la s k a  99801 1182 • l ’ lione: (907) 465-4945 l ux: (907) 465-3476 

In ter im s 716 VV. I l ls  Ave.. A n ch o rage . A la sk a  99501-2133 • l ’ lione: (907) 269-0199 Fax: (907) 2 69 0 1 9 7



F ISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number: _____________
2008 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version:  HCR12

() Publish Date: _____________

Identifier (file name): H C R 1 2 -LE G -C Q U -0 1  -29-08______________ Dept. Affecte_d.___________ Leg is la tu re
Title  "P rop o s in g  an  am endm ent to the Un iform  R u le s  o l the R D U Leg is la t ive  C ounc il

A la sk a  S ta te  Leg is la tu re  re lating  to abstention  from ...” C om ponen t S e s s io n  E x p e n se s
Spon so r R ep re sen ta t iv e  M eyer
R equ e ste r H o u se  S ta te  A ffa irs Com ponen t Num ber 782

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ( T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla r s )
Note. Am ounts do not in c lu d e  in fla tion u n le ss  o therw ise  noted below .

Approp ria tion
R equ ired Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2009 F Y  2009 F Y  2010 F Y  2011 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014

P e rso n a l S e rv ice s

Trave l
Con tractua l
Su p p lie s
Equ ipm ent
Land  & Structures

G ran ts  & C la im s
M is ce lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S I

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) I I I

F U N D  S O U R C E (Thousands o f Do lla rs)

1002 Federa l R e ce ip ts
1003 G F  M atch

1004 G F
1005 G F /P roq ram  R ece ip ts
1037 G F/M en ta l Health
O ther In teragency R e ce ip ts

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0

E s t im a te  o f  any  c u r re n t y e a r  (FY2008) c o s t  

P O S IT IO N S

Fu ll-tim e
Part-tim e
Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separata papa it nocossary)

This legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency

P rep a red  by K a rla  S cho fie ld , D epu ty  D irecto r____________________________________________  Ph o rie  -165-6626_______
D iv is ion  L eg is la t iv e  A ffa irs  A g e n cy ___________________________________________________ Date/T im e 1/29/08 3 38 P M

Approved by Pamela Varni, Executive Director__________________________________  Dale 1/29/2006_____
Legislative Affairs Agency________________________________________

iMoviwxl lUlUbVUOSOMHl Page 1 of 1



voting recusal Page 1 of 15

N A' ■■ H s ulVnT-fr.1 ' ( : d
l i nn -t. i\‘: \ : ! Ll. : m . . M I• *. .• ' ’ * . * 4

"/ h f  f 'o r u A i f o r  ■I.MIi'/’V; h i t l '  I .

ETH ICS: Voting Recusal Pr jv is io n s

The Center fo r Ethics in Governm ent - UPDATED April, 2007— reflects provisions In effect as of 
12/31/06

T h is  t a b le  is  in te n d e d  to  p r o v id e  g e n e r a l in fo r m a t io n  a n d  d o e s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  a d d r e s s  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h is  

to p ic .  B e c a u s e  th e  fa c t s  o f  e a c h  s it u a t io n  m a y  v a ry ,  t h is  in fo r m a t io n  m a y  n e e d  to  b e  s u p p le m e n t e d  by  

c o n s u lt in g  le g a l a d v is o r s .  I t  r e f le c t s  in  s u m m a ry  fo rm  s t a tu t e s  in  e f fe c t  a s  o f  1 2 / 3 1 / 0 6  o r  s t a t u t e s  s e t  to  

ta k e  e f fe c t  s h o r t ly  th e re a f te r .

S t a t e - b y - S t a t e  T a b le  o f  P r o v i s i o n s  f o r  L e g is l a t o r s  in  R u le s ,  S t a t u t e s  a n d  C o n s t i t u t io n s

IAL | AK | AZ | AR | CA  | C O  I CT  | DE | FL | G A  | HI | ID | IL | IN | IA | KS  | KY | I A I M B | MD I MA | MI | MN | MS I MO I 
MT | NE | NV | NH | NJ | NM | NY | NC  | ND | OH | OK | OR I PA | RI | SC  I SO  | TN | TX | UT | VT | VA | WA | WV | WI | 

WY  = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =

S t a t e  V o t i n o  R e c u s a l  P r o v i s i o n s

A la b a m a  S e n a te  R u le  38: M em bers m ay be excused  fo r "spec ia l reason s .”

H o u se  R u le :  None found.

A la b a m a  C o d e  3 6 -2 5 -1 ,  3 6 -3 5 -5 :  A m em ber o f a le g is la tiv e  body  m ay not vote  fo r any 

leg is la tion  in w hich he o r she  know s or shou ld  have know n that he or she has o con flic t o f 

in terest.

A con flic t o f in te re s t in vo lves any action, inaction , o i dec is ion  by a pub lic  o ffic ia l in the  d ischa rge  

o f h is o r  her o ffic ia l du ties w h ich would m ateria lly  a ffe c t h is  o r  her financ ia l in te rest or th ose  of 

h is or her fam ily  m em bers o r any bus iness w ith w hich the  person  is  a ssoc ia ted  In a m anner 

d iffe ren t from  the m anner it a ffects  the o the r m em bers o f the  c la ss  to w h ich  he o r she  belongs.

A con flic t o f in te res t sha ll e x is t when a m em ber o f a le g is la tive  body has a substan tia l financ ia l 

in terest by reason  o f ow nersh ip  of, con tro l of, o r the  exe rc ise  o f pow er o ve r any  in te rest g rea te r 

than  hve p e rcen t o f the  va lue o f any corpora tion , com pany, assoc ia t ion  o r  firm , pa rtnersh ip , 

p rop rie to rsh ip , or any  o the r bus in ess en tity  o f any  k ind  o r cha ra c te r w h ich is un ique ly  a ffected  

by p roposed  or pend ing  leg is la tion; or who is an o ffice r or d irec to r fo r any  such  co rpora tion , 

com pany, assoc ia t ion , or firm , pa rtnersh ip , p rop rie to rsh ip , o r  any o the r bus in ess  en tity  of any  

kind  or cha racte r w h ich is  un ique ly  a ffected  by p roposed  oi pend ing  leg is la tion .

A la s k a  U n ifo rm  R u le  34: The cham ber can perm it a leg is la to r to  absta in  "for sp ec ia l reasons." M otions

to excuse  a m em ber from  voting  m ust be m ade be fo re  the  house  d iv ides  or be fo re  the  ca ll fo r 

yeas and nays. M em bers requesting  to  absta in  m ay m ake  b r ie f o ra l s ta tem en t o f reasons 

Q uestion  sha ll be cons ide red  w ithout fu rther debate, A m em ber m ay not be perm itted  to 

absta in  un less  th ere  is unan im ous consen t o f the  m em bersh ip .

A la s k a  S t a t u te s  2 4 .6 0 .1 0 0 , 2 4 .6 0 .0 3 0 :  A con flic t o f in te rest occu rs  when a leg is la to r bene fits  

from  his oi her pos it ion  by rece iv ing  a benefit, rem une ra tion  beyond the le g is la tive  sa la ry , or 

o the r p re fe rence  based  on h is o r  her pos it ion  as a leg is la to r.

AS  24.60 .030(g) U n less  requ ired  by ttie  Un ifo rm  Ru les o f the  A laska  S ta te  Leg is la tu re , a 

leg is la to r m ay not vo te  on a question  if the  le g is la to r has an equ ity  o r  ow ne rsh ip  in te rest in a 

bus iness, in vestm en t, rea l p roperty, lease, o r  o ther en te rp r ise  if th e  in te rest is  substan tia l and 

th e  e ffect on  th at in te res t o f th e  action  to  be voted on is g re a te r than  the e ffe c t on a substan tia l 

c la ss  o f pe rsons  to w h ich the leg is la to r be longs as a m em ber o f a p ro fess ion , occupa tion ,
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A r iz o n a

A r k a n s a s

C a l i f o r n ia

S e n a te  R u le  15, 20: Leg is la to rs  can d ec la re  a persona l financ ia l in te re s t In a m a tte r w hen they 

are  ca lled  upon to vote. T hey can e ithe r absta in  or vote. In e ithe r case , they  m ust w rite  a 

s ta tem en t describ ing  th e  m atte r and the na tu re  o f the potentia l in terest. They m ust g iv e  th is  

pub lic  record  to  the Senate  pres iden t, the cha ir o f the e th ic s  com m ittee  and th e  secre ta ry  o f the  

Senate. If a m em ber dec ides to take  pa rt in a d ec is ion  In w hich he has a financ ia l Interest, he 

m ust g ive  h is  reason s be fore  tak ing  action  on the floor.

H o u s e  R u le s  6, 14, 34 , 3 5 :  M em bers m ay absta in  if  they have a persona l fin anc ia l in te rest in 

the question . I f  they  dec ide  not to absta in , they  m ust w rite a s ta tem en t describ ing  the m atter 

and na tu re  o f  in terest, g ive a copy to the speaker, the cha irm an  o f th e  e th ics  com m ittee  and the  

ch ie f c le rk . If a m em ber dec ides to absta in , he m ust the sam e sta tem ent, bu t it  on ly  m ust be 

de live red  to the clerk. I f the m em ber w ishes to absta in , bu, has fa iled  to file  th is  sta tem ent, he 

can a sk  the body  fo r perm iss ion  to absta in .

S e n a te  a n d  H o u s e  R u le s :  Leg is la to rs  a re not cons ide red  to have persona l financ ia l in te res ts  if 

they a re  pa rt o f a g roup  that benefits.

A r iz o n a  R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  3 8 -5 0 3 :  Any pub lic o ffice r  ( leg is la to rs  are in c luded) o r em p loyee  

who has, or w hose  re la tive  has, a substan tia l in te rest in any dec is ion  o f a pub lic  agency 

( leg is la tu re  is Included) sha ll m ake known such  in te rest in the  o ffic ia l re co rd s o f such pub lic  

agency and sha ll re fra in  from  partic ipa ting  in  any m anner a s  an o ffice r  o r  em p loyee  in such 

decision.

S e n a te  R u le  2 4 .0 7 :  A Sen a to r can ’t take pa rt in  the  d iscu ss ion  of, or vote  on, a question  in 

com m ittee  o r on th e  floo r on any  m atte r If he knows that:

• h e  or a fam ily  m em ber or an assoc ia ted  bus iness w ill bene fit from  the leg is la tive  action  

to a g rea te r ex ten t than o ther m em ber of h is o ccupa tion  or business.

• The m atte r w ill spec if ica lly  re la te  to a bus in ess w hich em p loys  th e  sena to r or in w h ich  he 

te ce iv e s  com pensa tion  as an atto rney or consu ltan t, un less the bene fit accrues gene ra lly  

to  o ther s im ila r bus inesses, pro fess ions, occupa tions o r g roups

None o f th e  above  ru les app ly  if the  Senator d isc lo ses any financ ia l in te re s ts  he m ay have  on 

the issue. D isc lo su re  en ta ils  a w ritten sta tem ent in the Journa l, or w ith the sta ff o f the 

app rop ria te  in te r im  com m ittee  D isc lo su re  shou ld  de ta il the sou rce  o f com pen sa tion  or financ ia l 

in te rests  held.

H o u se  R u le  14: M em bers m ust vote  un less they have an im m ed ia te  persona l in terest.

A rk .  C o d e  A n n . § 2 1 -8 -8 0 3 :  A leg is la to r who is requ irec  to ta ke  an action  in the  d ischa rge  o f 

h is or h e r o ffic ia l du ties w hich m ay a ffect h is  or her financ ia l in te rest o r cau se  financ ia l bene fit oi 

d e tr im en t to  h im  or her, or a bus iness in w hich he or she  is an o fficer, d irector, stockho lde r 

owning m ore than  10% o f the  sto. k of the com pany, owner, trustee, pa rtner, or em p loyee , 

w hich ■$ d is t ingu ishab le  from  the e ffe c ts  of the action  on the pub lic  g ene ra lly  or a broad 

segm ent o f  the pub lic , sha ll p repare  a w ritten s ta tem ent describ ing  the  m atter requ ir ing  action  

and sta ting  the poten tia l conflict.

J o in t  R u le  44: M em bers can 't partic ipa te, by voting oi o ther action  on the  floor o i in 

com m ittee, on m atters in w hich they have a persona l in terest, except th ey  m ay pa rt ic ip a te  in 

the  fina l vote  if th ey  first file  a sta tem ent th at dec la res  the in terest and s ta tes  th a t the leg is la to r 

is ab le  to cast a fa ir  and ob jective  vo te  regard less.

I f a m em ber w ishes to absta in  from  voting  on a m atter in w hich he has a p e ison a l in te rest, he 

m ust te ll the  p res id ing  o ffice r be fore  the  vote s ta rts  He w ill be excused  from  vo ting  w ithout any 

en try  in th e  Jou rna l. I f e ithe r House invokes the ru le th at eve ryone  p resen t m ust vote, th ere  will 

be a m ark in the  Jou rna l s ta ting  that the person was excused  from  voting  pu rsuan t to law.

A person has an in terest th at is in substan tia l con flic t if he would de r ive  a d irec t m oneta ry  gain 

o r  loss because  o f h is action  He Is not cons ide red  to have an in te rest in sub s tan tia l con flic t if 

any  bene fit or de tr im en t accrues to h im  as a m em ber of a bus iness, p ro fess ion , occupa tion  or

Industry, or region.
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Colorado

Connecticu t

C a l i fo r n ia  G o v e rn m e n t  C o d e  8 7 1 0 2 .5 :  If a m em ber o f the leg is la tu re  has a financ ia l in te rest 

in a m atter, he cannot:

• In troduce  nongenera l leg is la tion  re la ted  to  tn a t m atte r as a lead author

• Vote in a le g is la tive  com m ittee  o r subcom m ittee  on re la ted  nongenera l leg is la tion

• Pa rtic ipa te  in a ro llca ll vote  on th e  Sen a te  o r A ssem b ly  floor on re la ted  nongenera l 

leg is la tion .

If the  m em ber has rece ived  any ea rned  incom e w ith in  the  p reced ing  12 m onths from  a lobby ist 

em p loyer, the  m em ber can no t ta ke  action  on a m a tte r  if  the  action  w ill have  a d irect and 

s ig n ifican t financ ia l Im pact on the lobby is t em p loyer. The Im pact m ust be g reaU  n th is  

lo bby is t em p loye r than  it would be on a s ig n ifica n t segm en t o f the public.

If the  m em ber has appeared  be fo re  a loca l board  o r agency  on b eh a lf o f  som eone for 

com pensa tion , the m em ber can no t vote  on any  le g is la tion  th at w ou ld a ffe c t the  person who paid 

h im  if the a ffe c t w ou ld be g rea te r to th at person  than it  w ou ld be to  a s ign ifican t segm en t o f the 

public.

S e n a te  R u le  17, 4 1 :  Sena to rs  can 't vote  on b ills  in w h ich they have  p e isona l or p r iva te  

in te rests . If th is  is the  case, they m ust d isc lo se  those  in te res ts  be fore  being excused  A sena to rs 

is  cons ide red  to have persona l or priv  .te in te re s ts  In m easu res If he:

• Has substan tia l econom ic in te rests  in the  m easure  d is tin ct from  those h Id gene ra lly  by 

m em bers o f ih e  sam e occupa tion  or bus in ess, o f if a c lo se  re la tive  has such an in terest,

• Has an  in te res t in an  en terp rise  that w ould be a ffected  by the  propose • leg is la tion  

d iffe ren tly  from  like  en terprises,
• Has a c lo se  re la v  or a c lo se  econom ic a ssoc ia t ion  with som eone  who has a financ ia l 

in te res t in  an en te rp rise  th a t would be a ffe c ted  d iffe ren tly  from  others,

• Has a c lo se  econom ic assoc ia t ion  w ith, or has a re la tive  who i lobby is t o r  lobby ist 

em p loye r who is in fluenc ing  leg is la tion  on w hich the  le g is la to r would be expected  to vote

• A ccep ts  a g ift, loan, se rv ice  or o ther econom ic  oppo rtun ity  from  som eone who w ou ld be 
a ffe c ted  u, or has in te rest in an en te rp rise  th at w ould be a ffected  by th e  leg is la tion

Sen ato rs  a re  a lw ays  a llow ed to vote for som eth ing  tnat w ould adve rse ly  o ffect them.

H o u s e  R u le  21: M em b e is  w ith im m ed ia te  persona l o r  financ ia l In terests in  b ills  pend ing shall 

d isc lo se  th e ir  in te res ts  and sha ll not vote on the m easure.

C o lo r a d o  C o n s t i t u t io n  A r t  5, S e c . 4 3 :  A m em ber o f the G enera l A ssem b ly  who has a 

persona l o i p r iva te  in te rest" in pend ing leg is la tion  m ust d isc lo se  the fa r t of such in te re s t and 

m ay not v o le  on  the leg is la tion .

C o lo ra d o  R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  2 4 -1 8 -1 0 7 . E th ic a l p r in c ip le s  fo r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  g e n e ra l 

a s s e m b ly .  ... In dec id ing  w hether or not he has a persona l or p r iva te  in terest, a m em ber shall 

cons ide r, am ong o ther th ings, the fo llow ing:

• (a) W hethe r the in terest Im pedes h is in dependence  o f judgm ent;

• (b) The e ffe c t o f  h is  pa rt ic ipa tion  on pub lic  con fid en ce  in th in teg r ity  o f the genera l 

a ssem b ly , a n j
• (c) W hethe r Ins pa rtic ipa tion  is like ly  to have  any  s ign ifican t e ffe c t on the  d ispos ition  of 

the  m atter.

• (3) An in te rest s itua tion  does not a rise  from  le g is la tion  a ffect ing  th e  en tire  m em bersh ip  

o f a r la ss .
• (4) If a m em ber o f the genera l a ssem b ly  e le c ts  to d isc lo se  the in terest, he sha ll do  so as 

p rov ided  in the ru le s  o f the house o f rep re sen ta tives  o r  th ' sena te , but in no case  sha ll 

fa ilu re  to d isc lo se  constitu te  a breach  o f th e  pub lic  trust o f le g is la tive  office.

S e n a te  R u le  15: No m em ber w ho Is in te rested  in the  dec is ion  o f any question  in  such a m anner 

that he canno t vo te  th ereon  m ay stay  in the Sena te  w hen the  question  is d iscussed  or decided.

group to no greater extent than the rest of that group.
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Delaware

F lo r id a

G e o r g ia

H o u s e  R u le  40: The speaker has au tho rity  to excuse  som eone from  voting  who is  p re sen t in 

the cham ber.

C o n n e c t ic u t  G e n e r a l S t a t u t e s  S e c . 1 -85 : A pub lic  o ffic ia l, ( leg is la to rs  a re  pub lic o ffic ia ls)  who 

has a substan tia l con flic t m ay no t ta ke  o ffic ia l a ct ion  on the m atter. A substan tia l con flic t o ccu rs  

w hen a pub lic  o ffic ia l has reason  to be lieve  o r  e xpec t that he, h is spouse, a d ependen t ch ild , or 

a bus in ess w ith w hich he is a ssoc ia ted  w ill de r ive  a d irect m onetary  ga in  o r su ffe r  a d irec t 

m oneta ry  loss, as the case m ay be, by reason  o f h is o ffic ia l activ ity . It Is no t cons ide red  a 

substan tia l con flic t if  the  bene fit o r  de trim en t a ccrues  to h im , h is spouse, a d ependen t ch ild , or a 
bus in ess w ith w h ich he, h is spouse  o r such  dependen t ch ild  is  a ssoc ia ted  as a m em ber o f a 

p ro fess ion , occupa tion  or g roup  to no g reater e x ten t than  any o th e r  m em ber o f such  pro fess ion , 

occupa tion  or group.

S e n a te  R u le s :  None found

H o u se  R u le  16: M em bers . persona l or p r iva te  in te res ts  in m easures can 't vote  on them  or 

ta ke  part in re la ted  d iscuss ion , and m ust d isc lo se  th e ir  in terests. N on-voting  m em bers m ay 

answ er question s abou t the  bill, though, and m ay co rrect w rong In form ation A m em ber is 

cons ide red  to have a persona l o r  p r iva te  in te rest in a m easure  If:

• He o r a c lo se  re la tive  would rece ive  bene fit or harm  to a g rea te r exten t than o ther 

m em bers o f the sam e c lass  o r  g roup  o f people.

• He or a c lo se  re la tive  has a financ ia l in te rest (m ore than  55000 in te rest) in an en terp rise  

that w ould bene fit or be hu rt to a g rea te r d eg ree  than  s im ila r en terprises.

• A lobby is t who is  a c lo se  re la tive  o f the  le g is la to r is  acting  to in flu ence  passage o f the bill

D e la w a re  C o d e  A n n o ta te d  1 0 0 2 : A le g is la to r w ho has a persona l o r  p r iva te  liu e re s t in  any 

m easure  or b ill pend ing n the G enera l A ssem b ly  sha ll d isc lose  the fact to  h is cham ber and sha ll 

not pa rt ic ipa te  in the d eba te  nor vote  thereon; orov ided , that upon the  request o f any o ther 

m em ber, a leg is la to r w ho has such  a persona l or p r iva te  in te rest m ay respond to  question s 

concern ing  any such m easure  A persona l or pnva te  in terest in a m easure  or b ill is  an In terest 

w hich tends to im pa ir  a leg is la to r's  independence  o f ju dgm en t In the  perfo rm ance  o f h is o r her 

le g is la tive  du ties w ith te spect to th a t m easure  or bill. A m em bei is cons lde re  1 to  have a con flic t 

th a t im pa irs  h is ju dgm en t in the sam e s itu a tio n s  la id  ou t in H ouse  Ru les above

S e n a te  R u le  1 .20 , 1 .39 : No sena to r is perm itted  to vo te  on any  question  im m ed ia te ly  

concern ing  his or her p riva te  righ ts as d is t in ct from  the pub lic  in terest. Sena to rs  m ust d isc lo se  

any  persona l, p r iva te  or p ro fess iona l in te rest in a b ill th a t would m ure to that sena to r's  spec ia l 

p r iva te  gain, or the gam  o f a p rinc ipa l to whom  the sena to r is ob liga ted . Th is 

d isc lo su re  s ta tem en t m ay exp la in  e ithe r the log ic o f voting , o r absta in ing  from  voting.

H o u s e  R u le  3 .1 : M em bers cannot vo te  on m easures th a t would inure  to th at m em bers spec ia l 

p r iva te  gain . The m em ber m ust d isc lo se  the  in te rest th at is keep ing  h im  from  voting  M em bers 

m ust a lso  d isc lo se  in te res ts  in m easures at hand o f fam ily  m em bers or p r in c ipa ls  by whom  the 

leg is la to r or ms fam ily  m em bers are  reta ined  or em ployed.

F lo r id a  S t a t u t e s  1 1 2 ,3 1 4 3 :  Any s ta te  pub lic  o ffice r voting  in an o ffic ia l capac ity  upon any 

m easure w hich would m ure to the o ffice r 's  spec ia l p riva te  gam  or loss; w h ich he o r she know s 

w ou ld m ure to th e  spec ia l p riva te  gam or lo ss o f any p r in c ipa l by w hom  the  o ffice r  is re ta in ed  or 

to  the  pa ren t o rgan iza tion  or subs id ia ry  of a co rpo ra te  p rinc ipa l by w hich the  o ffice r  is reta ined; 

oi w hich the  o ffice r know s w ou ld in u re  to the spec ia l p r iva te  gam  or loss o f a re la tive  ot 

bus in ess  assoc ia te  o f the pub lic  o ffice r sha ll, w ith in  15 days a fter the  vote  occurs, d isc lo se  the 

na tu re  o f h is or her in te rest as a pub lic  record  in  a m em orandum  filed  w ith  the person 

respons ib le  for record ing  the m inutes o f the m eeting, who shall in co rpo ra te  the m em o iandum  in 

the  m inutes.

S e n a te  R u le  175 : M em bers ce vo te  on m easures if they, or m em bers o f th e ir  im m ed ia te  

fam ily  have a d irect pecun ia ry  in te rest th at is d istin ct, un ique or pecu lia r to them .

H o u s e  R u le  134 : every m em ber w ith in  the cham ber sha ll vote  un less th e  m em ber Is

im m ed ia te ly  and pa rt icu la r ly  in te rested  there in , or un less the m em ber is excused  by the house."
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H a w a i i

I d a h o

I l l i n o i s

S e n a te  R u ie  71: M em bers w ith  con flic ts  o f in te re s t sha ll be excused  from  voting. S itu a tion s  

cons ide red  con flic ts  o f In terest Include those  invo lv ing  m onetary  in te res ts  In the  m a tte r a t hand; 

those Invo lv ing the behav io r o f th e  m em ber; and those  in w hich the m em ber's  r igh t to a sea t In 

the Senate  w ill be a ffected  by th e  outcom e. M em bers who be lieve they have con flic ts  sha ll r ise  
and d isc lo se  th e ir  in te rests  to the Senate  p res iden t who w ill ru le  on w hether th ere  is a conflic t.

S e n a te  R u le  85: 1) r i  m em ber sha ll vote  on any leg is la tion  if  the  m em ber has a d irec t 

financ ia l in te rest
in the  leg is la tion , un less the m em ber is pa rt o f  the c lass  o f peop le a ffected  by the o ffic ia l action 

based upon th e  m em ber's  p ro fess ion , trade or bus iness; prov ided th a t th is  ru le  sha ll not app ly  

to

votes on the  recom m endation s o f a com m ittee  when a m em ber has d isc lo sed  a potentia l 

conflic t.

For th e  pu rposes o f th is  rule, a "direct financ ia l In terest" m eans th at th e  leg is la tion  a ffe c ts  the 

leg is la to r's  persona l bus iness, p roperty, o r  financ ia l in terest.

(2) If a m em ber is uncerta in  a s  to w hether a con flic t o f In terest ex is ts, the m em ber may 

request a ru ling  from  the P res iden t by g iv ing  notice  and d isc los ing  the d irect F inancia l In terest to 

the President p rior to voting. W hen m aking a de te rm ina tion  in cases w here a portion  o f a 

m easure m ay p lace a m em ber in a con flic t o f in terest, the Pres ident sha ll g ive  due cons ide ra tion

to the con tex t o f that portion  as it re la te s  to the overa ll purpose o f the  m easure. If the Pres ident

determ ines th at a con flic t ex is ts, the Pres iden t sha ll excuse the m em ber from  voting.

H o u s e  R u le  60: M em bc.s  w ho be lieve  they have a con flic t of in te rest w ith the  m a tte r at hand 

sha ll d isc lo se  the in terest. S itu a tion s  cons ide red  to be con flic ts  a re the  sam e as those  in the 

Senate. The spea ke r w ill ru le on w hether he th inks  the m em ber has a substan tia l enough 

con flic t to  be excused  from  voting.

No add it iona l p rov is ion s found in s ta tu te

S e n a te  R u le  39 : Sena to rs  m ust d isc lo se  any con flic ts  of in terest, he m ust d isc lo se  th is  con flic t 

to the  p res id ing  o ffice r in w riting , or to the body The senato r m ay vo te  on th e  issue, or m ay ask 

to absta in . A 2/3 vote is necessa ry  to be excused  from  voting.

H o u s e  R u le  38 : It a m em ber's  persona l in te rests  in the issue  under cons ide ra tion  con flic ts  w iti 

the pu b lic ’s  in terests, the m em ber's  leg is la tive  , c tiv it ie s  can  be sub je ct to lim ita tions, un less the  

m em ber d isc lo ses the con flic t to th e  p res id ing  u/ficer or to the  body. Upon d isc losu re , the 

m em ber m ay vote  on the  m atter or ask to  be c a u s e d  from  voting . A m ajority  vote Is necessary  

to be excuse.I.

I d a h o  C o d e  5 9 -7 0 4 :  A pub lic  o ffic ia l shah not take  any o ffic ia l a ction  or m ake a fo rm a l dec is ion  

or fo rm a l recom m endation  concern ing  any m atte r w here he has a con flic t o f in te rest and  has 

fa iled  to  d isc lo se  such con flic t a s  prov ided  in th is  section  D isc lo su re  o f  a con flic t does not a ffect 

an e lected  pub lic  o ff ic ia l’s  au tho rity  to be counted  fo r pu rposes of de te rm in ing  a quorum  and to 

deba te  and to  vote  on the  m atter, un less tne  pub lic o ffic ia l requests to be excused  from  deba te  

and voting  at h is  or her d iscre tion

Leg is la t ive  pub lic o ffic ia ls  who have rex l o r po tentia l con flic ts  sha ll d isc lo se  the  na tu re  o l the 

con flic t o f In terest and/o r be sub je ct to te e  rule? o f the body o f w hich he/she is  a m em ber and 
sha ll ta ke  all action  requ ired  unde r such ru les p rio r to  acting  on the m atter, I a m em ber 

requests  to be excused  from  voting  on an issue w hich invo lves a con flic t or a po ten tia l conflic t, 

and th e  body of which he is a m em ber does not excuse  him , such fa ilu re  to  ’ x cuse sha ll exem pt 

that m em ber from  any c iv il o i c rim ina l liab ility  le la te d  to th at pa rticu la r issue.

No ru le s  found

5  I L C S  4 2 0 / S e c .  3 -2 0 2 :  W hen a legislator m ust take  o ffic ia l a ction  on a le g is la tive  m atte i as 

to w hich he has a con flic t s itua tion  created  by a persona l, fam ily, or c lien t le g is la tive  in terest, he 

shou ld  cons ide r the poss ib ility  o f e lim ina ting  the in te rest creating  the  con flic t s ituation . If th at Is 

not feas ib le , he shou ld  to n s ld e i the poss ib ility  o f absta in ing  from  such  o ffic ia l action. In m aking

No additional provisions found in statutes that apply to legislators.
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I n d ia n a

I o w a

K a n s a s

K e n t u c k y

h is  dec is ion  as to absten tion , he shou ld  consider;

• w hether a sub s tan tia l th rea t to h is in dependence  o f Judgm ent has been created  by the 
con f lic t s ituation;

• the e ffe c t o f h is p a rt ic ip a tion  on  pub lic  con fidence  in the in tegrity  o f the leg is la tu re;

•  w hether h is  pa rt ic ip a tion  Is like ly  to  have  any s ig n ifican t e ffe c t on the  d ispos it ion  o f  the 

m atter;

•  the need fo r h is  p a rt icu la r  con tribu tion , such a s  spec ia l know ledge  o f the sub je ct m atter, 

to the  e ffe c tiv e  fun ction ing  o f th e  leg is la tu re .

He need no t ab sta in  if  he d ec ides  to pa rt ic ipa te  in a m anner con tra ry  to th e  econom ic in te re s t 

w h icb  c re a te s  th e  con flic t s itua tion . If he does absta in , he shou ld  d isc lo se  th at fa c t to  his 

respective  le g is la t iv e  body.

S e c .  3 -2 0 3 :  W hen, d esp ite  the  e x is ten ce  o f a con flic t s itua tion , a le g is la to r chooses to take  

o ffic ia l a ct ion  on a m atter, he shou ld  se rve  the  pub lic  in terest, and not the  in te re s t o f any 

person.

S e n a te  R u le  4 , 8 9 , 9 0 : S en a to rs  m ay be excused  from  voting  i f  they  have  d irect persona l or 

pecun ia ry  in te re s ts  In the  m atter. A sena to r w ho has a d irec t persona l o r  pecun ia ry  in te rest in a 

p ie ce  o f le g is la tion  w hich is so  sub s tan tia l as to  a ffect the  S en a to r 's  in dependen t le g is la tive  

judgm en t can  p a rt ic ip a te  in  com m ittee  and  flo o r deba te  on the le g is la tion  If the sena to r pub lic ly  

p roc la im s th a t in te rest Ru les  a lso  p rov ide  gu ide lin es  sena to rs  shou ld  look to  when decid ing  

w he the r to request to be excused  from  voting.

H o u s e  R u le  4 7 :  M em bers who a re  im m ed ia te ly  and p a rt icu la r ly  in te rested  in  a m easu re  sha ll 

a sk  to be excused  and  sha ll no t vo te  on  it. M em bers requesting  recusa l m ay  m ake  a b r ie f 

s ta tem ent, bu t the question  is to  be cons ide red  w ithout debate

No add it iona l p rov is io n s  re la ting  to  leg is la to rs  found in sta tu tes.

S e n a te  R u le  23: S en a to rs  m ay absta in  from  voting  by d isc lo s ing  a pe rsona l in te rest in the 

m atte r a t hand  w hen ca lled  upon to  vote. The Sena te  cod e  o f e th ic s  p rov ides  gu ide lin es  for 

sena to rs  in  dec id ing  w hether to vote  on an issue. The sen a to r shou ld  cons ide r, am ong o ther 

th ings, w he the r h is p a rt ic ip a tion  w ould e ffe c t pub lic  con fid en ce  in the  in teg r ity  o f the  leg is la tu re  

and the  leg is la tu res ' need for the  sena to r's  p a rt icu la r spec ia l know ledge. A sena to r w ith a 

con flic t m ay pa rt ic ip a te  in  floor d iscu ss ion  a fte r  he  d is c lo se s  h is  con flic t.

H o u s e  R u le  76: No m em ber sha ll vote  on any question  in w hich th at person  is financia lly  

in te rested  If that in te re s t is d is t in gu ish ab le  from  the  in te rest o f the genera l pub lic  o r  a 

substan tia l c la ss  o f  persons. I f  a m em ber d ec ides  not to pa rt ic ip a te  in  com m ittee  w ork  o r to 

ab sta in  from  voting, the  m em ber shou ld  d is c lo se  th is  to th e  le g is la tive  body H ouse ru les a lso  

in c lude  gu ide lines,

I o w a  C o d e  6 8 B .2 A :  If a pub lic  se rvan t ho lds  any  ou ts ide  em p loym en t or a c t iv ity  th a t is sub je ct 

to th e  o ffic ia l con tro l, in spection , review , aud it, o r  en fo rcem ent au tho rity  o f the  person  during  

the perfo rm ance  o f the  p e rco n ’s  du tie s  o f o ffice  o r em p loym en t, the  pub lic  se rvan t sha ll e ithe r 

cease  the ou ts id e  em p loym en t o r  a ct iv ity  or pub lic ly  d isc lo se  it and re fra in  from  tak ing  any 

o ffic ia l act ion  o r perfo rm ing  any  o ffic ia l du ty  th a t w ou ld d e tr im en ta lly  a ffe c t o r  c re a te  a bene fit 

for th e  ou ts ide  em p loym en t or act iv ity

S e n a t e  R u le  19: Any  sena to r who Is d ire c t ly  in te rested  in a question  may be excused  from  

voting  even though  th ere  is a ca ll o f the  Senate . S en a to rs  have  five  m inu tes to  exp la in  why they 

request recusal. Request is g ran ted  w ith 2/3 vote

H o u s e  R u le  2 5 0 8 :  Any  m em ber w ho is  d irec t ly  In terested in a question  m ay be excused  from  

voting  w hen th e re  is  a ca ll o f th e  House. The m em ber has five  m inu tes to exp la in  w hy he is 

requesting  recusa l. R equest is  g ran ted  w ith 2/3 vote.

No add it iona l p rov is io n s  found in s ta tu te  o r constitu tion .

No ru le s  found
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L o u is ia n a

M a in e

K e n tu c k y  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  S e c t io n  57: A  m em ber who has a persona l o r p r iva te  in te re s t In any 

m easure o r  b ill p roposed  o r pend ing  before  the G enera l A ssem b ly , sha ll d isc lo se  the fact to the 

House o f w h ich he Is a m em ber, and sha ll no t vote  thereon  upon pa in  o f expu ls ion .

K e n tu c k y  R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  6 .7 6 1 :  A leg is la to r sha ll no t In ten tiona lly  p a rt ic ip a te  in  the 

d iscu ss ion  o f a question  In com m ittee  o r on the floor, vote, o r  m ake a dec is ion  In h is  o ffic ia l 

capac ity  on any matter:

• In w hich he, a fam ily  m em ber, o r  the le g is la to r's  bus in ess a ssoc ia te  w ill de r ive  a d irec t 

m oneta ry  gain  o r su ffe r a d irec t m onetary  lo ss  as a resu lt o f  h is  vote  o r  dec is ion; or
• W hich re la te s  sp ec if ica lly  to a bu s in ess  In w h ich he ow ns o r con tro ls  an in te rest o f 

$10 ,000  o r  m ore, o r  m ore than 5% .

A leg is la to r m ay pa rt ic ipa te  and vote  on a m atter if  any bene fit or de trim en t w h ich a ccrues  to 

h im  as a m em ber o f a bus in ess, p ro fess ion , occupation , o r o the r group , or to a m em ber o f h is 

fam ily  o r  a bus iness in te res t spec ified  above  Is o f no g reater ex ten t than  the bene fit o r  

de tr im en t w h ich accrues gene ra lly  to o the r m em bers o f the  bus iness, p ro fess ion , occupa tion , o r 

o the r group.

A m em ber sha ll d isc lo se  h is in te rest by filing  a d isc lo su re  s ta tem ent w ith the c le rk  o r  by a verba l 

announcem ent to the body.

The r igh t o f leg is la to rs  to  rep re sen t th e ir constitu enc ie s, how ever, is  o f such  m a jo r im portance  

that leg is la to rs  shou ld  be ba rred  from  voting  on m atte rs  o f d irec t persona l In terest on ly  In c lear 

cases and if the  m atter is pa rt icu la r ly  persona l.

S e n a te  R u le  1 2 .1 , 1 3 .6 0 , 1 3 .8 7 :  Any m em ber m ay recuse h im se lf from  a ll com m ittee  

p roceed ings re la ted  to a m easu re  in which he b e lieve s  he has a con flic t o f in terest.

H o u s e  R u le  1 0 ,1 , 1 4 .9 : Any m em ber m ay recuse h im se lf from  all com m ittee  p roceed ings 

re la ted  to  a m easure  in w h ich he be lieve s he has a con flic t o f in terest. M em bers who recuse  

th em se lve s are jllo w e d  to g ive  a w ritten  exp lanation .

L o u is ia n a  R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  § 1 1 2 0 :  If any  e lected  o ffic ia l would be requ ired  to  vote  on a 

m atter w h ich vote  would be a v io la tion  of R. S 42:1112 , he sha ll recuse  h im se lf, un less  he 

p repares and file s  a s ta tem en t describ in g  the  m atte r in question , th e  na tu re  o f  the con flic t or 

po ten tia l con flic t, and th e  reason s why, desp ite  the con flic t, the he is  ab le  to ca s t a vo te  that is 

fa ir, ob jective , and in the pub lic  in terest. Such  s ta tem en t sha ll be filed  w ith in  th ree  days o f the 

vote w ith the ch ie f c le r ica l o ffice r  o f the respective  house  o f the  leg is la tu re . Th is  section  sha ll not 
extend  to  any act o f pa rt ic ip a tion  o ther than  voting.

1 112: No pub lic  servant, excep t a s  prov ided  in R.S. 42:1120 , sha ll p a rt ic ip a te  n a transaction  

in which he, m em be is  f h is im m ed ia te  fam ily , pe rsons  w ith whom  the  pub lic se rvan t has a 

c lo se  econom ic  a ssoc ia t ion  o r  p rospective  em p loye rs  ha>'e a persona l sub stan tia l econom ic 

in terest.

A 'substan tia l econon  ic in te rest"  is one that is o f g rea te r bene fit to th e  pub lic se rvan t or o ther 

person than  to a genera l c la ss  or g roup  o f pe isons.

J o in t  R u le  104: A m em ber m ay not vote  on any  question  in com m ittee  w hen that question  

im m ed ia te ly  in vo lves th at m em ber's  p r iva te  right, a s  d is t in c t from  the pub lic  in terest.

H o u se  R u le  4 0 1 :  A m em ber m ay not vote  on a .iy  question  b e fo re  the H ouse w hen that 

question  Im m ediate ly  in vo lves  th at m em ber's  p r iva te  r igh t as d is t in c t from  the pub lic  in terest

M a in e  R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  A n n o ta te d ,  T it le  1, 1 01 5 : W hen a m em ber of the Leg is la tu re  has a 

con flic t o f in terest, that m em be i has an a ffirm a tive  duty  not to  vote on  any question  in 

connection  with th e  con flic t in  com m ittee  or in  e ithe r b ia n ch  o f the Leg is la tu re , and sha ll not 

a ttem p t to  In fluence the ou tcom e o f th at question .

M any s itu a t io n s  fa ll under th e  sta te 's  de fin it ion  o f con flic t o f in te res t in section  1014, 

in clud ing , when a le g is la to r or a m em ber o f h is  im m ed ia te  fam ily  has a d irec t substan tia l 

persona l financ ia l in terest, d is t in c t from  that o f the genera l pub lic , in an ente i p r ise  w h ich would
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Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

M in n e s o t a

Mississippi

be fin an c ia lly  bene fited  by p roposed  leg is la tion , o r  de r ives  a d irect substan tia l persona l financia l 

bene fit from  c lo se  econom ic a ssoc ia t ion  w ith a person  know n by the  Leg is la to r to have a d irec t 

financ ia l in te rest in an en te rp rise  a ffe c ted  by p roposed  leg is la tion .

S e n a te  R u le  93: A m em ber m ay no t vo te  on a m easure  in  which he has an  Im m ediate persona l 

o f fin an c ia l Interest. M em bers who recuse  th em se lve s are noted in the Jou rna l as excused.

H o u s e  R u le  93: A m em ber m ay not vote  on a m easure  in w hich he has an im m ed ia te  persona l 

o f fin anc ia l in terest. M em bers who recuse  th em se lve s a re  noted in the Jou rna l as excused.

M a r y la n d  C o d e  1 5 - S O l:  An o ffic ia l or em p loyee  m ay no t pa rtic ipa te  in a m atte r if  he o r  a 

qua lify in g  re la tive  has an In terest in the m atter and  l-nows o f th a t in terest. Th is s ta tu te  con ta ins  

a long  lis t o f o the r s itua tion s th a t constitu te  a con flic t se r iou s  enough to w arran t recusal.

S e n a te  R u le v .  No ru les found

H o u se  R u le  16: No m em ber sha ll se rve  on any  com m ittee  or vote  on  any question  in which 

h is/h e r p r iva te  right Is Im m ediate ly  concerned , d is t in c t from  the pub lic  Interest.

G e n e r a l L a w s  o f  M» »a« .husetts  C h a p t e r  2 6 S A , S e c t io n  6A : Any public o ffic ia l who In the

d ischa rge  o f h is  o ffic ia l du ties would be requ ired  know ing ly  to take  an action which would 

sub stan tia lly  a ffe c t such  o ffic ia l's  financ ia l In terests, un less the < ffect no such an o ffic ia l is no 

g reater than the  e ffect on the gene ra l pub lic , sha ll file  a w ritten descrip tion  o f  the requ ired  

action  and the  potentia l con flic t o f  Interest w ith the  s ta te  e th ics  com m ission .

S e n a te  R u le  1 .3 06 : A sena to r hav ing  a persona l, p riva te  or p ro fess iona l in te re s t in a bill, o f 

which he o r she  has know ledge, sha ll no t vote  on the  b ill and sha ll d isc lo se  in w riting to the 

Secre ta ry  o f S ta te  h is or her in te rest in the  bill. Such  an in te rest Is de fined  a s one th at would 

p a rt icu la r ly  bene fit the sena to r o r an in d iv idua l or en tity  to whom  the  sena to r is financ ia lly  or 

lega lly  ob liga ted , or pe rsona lly  re la ted  If a sena to r votes on a bill in w hich it m ay appear th at 

he has a con flic t o f in terest, he m ay su bm it a s ta tem en t exp la in ing  h is reason s for voting.

H o u s e  R u le  13, 32: A m em ber m ay absta in  from  voting  because o f a po ten tia l con flic t of 

in te res t by ris ing , announcing  h is in ten t not to vo te  and reserv ing  the right to exp la in  the 

abstention . T he  m em ber has th e  r igh t to have an exp lana to ry  s ta tem en t o f a t m ost 100 words 

prin ted  in the Journal.

No add it iona l p rov is io n s  found in s ta tu te  o r  constitu tion .

S e n a te  R u le  4 1 .2 ,  57: A m em ber w ish ing  to be excused  from  voting  m ay m ake a b rie f 

s ta tem en t o f the reason  fo r m ak ing  the  request. The  question  on th e  m otion  to excuse m ust be 

taken  w ithou t further debate . \ m em be i who m ust ta ke  a ction  o r  m ake  a dec is ion  th at would 

sub stan tia lly  a ffe c t h is financia l in te res ts  o r  those o f an assoc ia ted  bus iness sha ll d isc lose  the 

poten tia l con flic t by fo llow ing  p rocedu res de ta iled  in M innesota  S ta tu te s  Section  10A.07, un less 

ih e  bene fit the  leg is la to r would rece ive  is  no gi ea te r than  o thers  in the m er je r 's  business, 

c la ss ifica t ion , p ro fess ion  or occupation .

H o u s e  R u le  2 .05 : A m em ber who has an im m ed ia te  in te rest in a question  sha ll not vote on it.

A m em ber who does not vote when h is nam e is ca lled  m ust sta te  h is reasons. A fter others vote, 

the p res id ing  o ffice r sha ll ask the  body if  the  m em ber sha ll he excused  from  voting

M in n e s o ta  S t a t u t e s  1 0 A .0 7 :  A pub lic o ffic ia l who would be requ ired  to  take an action  that 

would sub s tan tia lly  a ffe c t the o ffic ia l's  fin anc ia l in te res ts  or th ose  o f an assoc ia ted  business, 

un less the  e ffect Is no g reater than  on o ther m em bers o f the o ffic ia l's  bus iness c lassifica tion , 

p rofes non, o r  occupa tion , m ust p repare  a w ritten s ta tem en t describ ing  the m atte r requiring 

action  and  the nature  o f the  po ten tia l con flic t o f in te rest and de liver a copy to th e  presid ing  

officer. I f  th e re  is  in su ffic ien t tim e  to  com p ly  w ith  th is, the pub lic  o ffic ia l m ust ora lly  in form  the 

o ffic ia l body.

S e n a te  R u le  124 : No sena to r sha ll act in com m ittee  o r  vote  on a question  in which h is private 

in terest, d is t in c t from  the  pub lic  in te rest, is  im m ed ia te ly  concerned.

H o u se  R u le  26 : No m em ber sha ll vo te  on any  question , the resu lt o f w hich he is pecun iarily
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Missouri

M o n t a n a

N e b r a s k a

N e v a d a

S e n a te  R u le s :  None found

H o u s e  R u le  8 8 : Every m em ber sha ll vote  on each  question  pu t un less he has a d ire c t persona l 

or pecun ia ry  in te re s t in such question .

M is s o u r i R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  1 0 5 .4 6 1 . 1: Any m em ber o f the genera l assem b ly  w ho has a 

sub stan tia l persona l or p riva te  in te rest in any m easure  be fore  the  genera l assem b ly , sha ll, 

b e fo re  such  o ffic ia l passes on the m easure, bill, o rde r o r  o rd inance, file  a w ritten repo rt o f the 

na tu re  o l th e  in te rest w ith the  ch ie f c le rk  o f the house o f rep re sen ta tives or the secre ta ry  o f the 

sen a te  and such s ta tem en t sha ll be recorded in the app rop ria te  journa l. I f the le g is la to r has filed  

h is annua l fin anc ia l d isc lo su re  sta tem ent, and th at s ta tem en t is curren t, th is  s ta tem en t is not 

necessary .

J o in t  R u le  1 0 -6 0 :  A m em ber who has a persona l o r  p riva te  in te re s t in any  m easure  or b ill 

p roposed  o r pend ing before the leg is la tu re  sha ll d isc lo se  the  fact to  the house  to w h ich  the 

m em ber be longs.

M o n ta n a  C o d e  A n n o ta te d  2 -2 -1 1 2 :  A leg is la to r m ay, sub je ct to  leg is la tive  ru le, vo te  on an 

Issue on w hich the leg is la to r has a con flic t, a fte r d isc lo s ing  the in terest. W hen a le g is la to r m ust 

ta ke  o ffic ia l action  on  a m atter as to  w hich he has a con flic t created  by a persona l o r  p riva te  

in te rest th a t w ould d irectly  g iv e  rise to  an appearance  o f im prop rie ty  as to  the leg is la to r's  

in fluence, bene fit, or de trim en t in regard  to the le g is la tive  m atter, the leg is la to r sha ll d isc lose  

the  in te res t p rio r to pa rtic ipa ting  in the o ffic ia l action.

In m ak ing  a dec is ion  as to w hether to take  o ffic ia l action, the leg is la to r sha ll consider:

• w hether the  con flic t im pedes the leg is la to r s independence  o f judgm ent;

• the e ffe c t o f the leg is la to r's  pa rt ic ipa tion  on pub lic  con fidence  in the  in teg rity  o f  the 

leg is la tu re;

• w hether the leg is la to r's  pa rtic ipa tion  is  like ly  to have  any s ign ifican t e ffect on  the 

d ispos it ion  o f the m atter; and

•  w hether a pecun ia ry  in te rest is invo lved  o r w hether a po ten tia l occupationa l, persona l, or 

fam ily  bene fit cou ld  a rise  from  the leg is la to r's  partic ipa tion .

A con flic t s itua tio n  does not a rise  from  leg is la tion  or leg is la tive  du tie s  a ffecting  the m em bersh ip  

o f a p ro fess ion , occupation , or c lass. A leg is la to r who is a m em ber o f a p ro fess ion , o ccupa tion , 

or c la ss  a ffected  by leg is la tion  is not requ ired  to d isc lo se  an in te rest un less the c la ss  con ta ined  

in th e  le g is la tion  is  so narrow  that the vote  w ill have a d ire c t and d is t in c t iv e  persona l im pact on 

the leg is la to r.

No ru le s  found.

N e b r a s k a  R e v is e d  S ta tu te s  4 9 -1 4 9 9 :  A m em ber of the Leg is la tu re  who would be requ ired  to 

ta ke  any act ion  that m ay cause  financ ia l bene fit o r  de trim en t to h im  or her, a m em ber o f h is or 

her im m ed ia te  fam ily, o r  a bus iness w ith which he or she is  assoc ia ted , w h ich is d is t in gu ishab le  

from  the e ffe c ts  o f such action  on th e  pub lic  gene ra lly  o r a broad segm ent o f the pub lic , sha ll 

d is c lo se  in fo rm ation  abou t the con flic t in th is  m anner He sha ll p repare  a w ritten  s ta tem ent 

d e scno ing  the  m atter requ iring  action  or dec is ion  and the nature  o f the potentia l con flic t, and if 

he o r she w ill not absta in  from  voting , de libera ting , or tak ing  other a ction  on  the m atter, th e  

s ta tem en t sha ll s ta te  why, desp ite  the potentia l con flic t, he or she in tends  to vote  or o therw ise  

pa rt ic ip a te  The  s ta tem en t shou ld  be de live red  to the  e th ics  com m iss ion  and the spea ke r o f the  

le g is la tu ie .

The m em ber o f the  Leg is la tu re  m ay absta in  from  voting , de libera ting , or tak ing  o ther a ction  on 

the m a tte r on which th e  poten tia l con flic t ex ists, in which case  he o r she m ay have the  reason s 

for th e  absten tion  recorded  in th e  jou rna l or m inu tes o f the  Leg is lature .

S e n a te  R u le  32 : No senato r m ay vote on a question  in w hich he is  in any way pe rsona lly  or 

d irec t ly  Interested.

Intererted.

No additional provisions found in statute.
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N e w  H a m p s h ir e

N e w  J e r s e y

N e w  M e x ic o

N e w  Y o r k

A s s e m b ly  R u le  23: A leg is la to r w ho has a con flic t o f in te rest m ay vo te  upon, advocate  or 

oppose the  m easure In con flic t If he m akes a genera l d isc lo su re  o f  the con flic t In de term ine  

w hether to  vote o r  abstain, the leg is la to r shou ld  con s ide r tils in dependence  o f judgm ent, and 

w hether h is in te rest is g reater than  the in te rests  o f  an en tire  c la ss  o f persons s im ila rly  s ituated , 

am ong o the r factors.

N e v a d a  R e v is e d  S ta tu te s  2 8 1 .5 0 1 :  A pub lic  o ffice r m ay vote  upon a m atter If the  bene fit or 

de tr im en t accru ing  to him  as a resu lt o f the dec is ion  e ith e r in d iv idua lly  o r  in a rep re sen ta tive  

capac ity  as a m em ber o f a genera l business, p ro fess ion , occupa tion  o r  g roup  is  no t g reater than 

that accru ing  to  any o ther m em ber o f the genera l bus iness, p ro fession, occupa tion  or group.

However, in add ition  to the  requ irem ents o f the code o f eth ica l s tandards, a pub lic  o ffice r  sha ll 

no t vote upon o r advocate  the passage or fa ilu re  of, bu t may o the rw ise  pa rt ic ipa te  in the 

cons ide ra tion  of, a m atter w ith respect to w h ich the independence  o f judgm ent o f a reasonab le  

person in h is s ituation  w ou ld be m ateria lly  a ffected  by: (a) H is accep tance  of a g if t  or loan; (b) 

H is pecun iary  in terest; or (c) H is com m itm ent in a p r iva te  capac ity  to th e  in te res ts  o f others.

No p rov is ion s found in rules.

N e w  H a m p s h ir e  R e v is e d  S ta tu te s :  Leg is la to rs  m ust d isc lo se  a reas o f potentia l con flic ts  on 

th e ir  financ ia l d isc losu re  form s.

No prov is ion s found in rules,

N e w  J e r s e y  S ta tu te s  A n n o ta te d  5 2 :1 3 0 -1 8 :  No m em ber o f the  Leg is la tu re  sha ll pa rtic ipa te  

by voting o r any o ther action, on the floor o f the  G enera l A ssem b ly  or the  Senate, or In 

com m ittee  or e lsew here, in the enactm ent or de feat o f leg is la tion  in  w h ich he has a persona l 

Interest.

A m em ber is considered to  have a persona l in terest In leg is la tion  if, by reason  of h is 

pa rtic ipa tion  in the  enactm ent o r  defeat o f any leg is la tion , he or a m em ber o f h is im m ed ia te  

fam ily , w ill derive  a d irect m onetary  gam  or su ffe r a d ire c t m oneta ry  loss, It is not cons ide red  a 

persona l in te rest i f  no bene fit or detrim ent cou ld  reasonab ly  be expected  to accrue  to  him, or a 

m em ber o f h is im m ed ia te  fam ily, as a m em ber o f a bus iness, p ro fess ion , occupa tion  or group, 

to any greater ex tent than any such bene fit o r de trim en t cou ld  reasonab ly  be expected  to accrue 

to any o th e r m em ber of such  business, pro fess ion , occupa tion  o r group.

S e n a te  R u le  7 -5 , 7-6: fcvery senato r sha ll vo te  on each  question  un less  he has a d irect 

persona l o r  pecun iary in terest in the event o f such a question . A sena to r desiring  to  be excused  

from  voting  may, when Ins nam e is called, m ake a b rie f s ta tem ent exp la in ing  his reason s The 

sena te  m ust vote  on w hether to excuse him.

H o u se  R u le  7 -5 , 7-6: Every m em ber o f the house sha ll vote on each question  or m otion 

com m q up before  th e  house, un less excused  by a m a jority  vote. A m em ber who w ishes to be 

excused  from  voting  may m ake a b r ie f exp la in ing  his reasons. Fu ll d isc lo su re  o f rea l or po tentia l 

con flic ts  o f in te rest shall be a gu id ing  p rinc ip le  fo r dete rm in ing  app rop ria te  conduct o f the 

m em bers The code o f conduct is in House Rule 26-1.

No add itiona l p rov is ions in s ta tu te  th at app ly  to  sta te  leg is la to rs.

S e n a te  R u le s  IX :  Every sena to r sha ll vote on each question  un le ss  he has a d irect persona l or 

pecun ia ry  in te rest in  the even t o f such a question . S en a to rs  w ish ing  to be  excused  m ay m ake a 

b r ie f s ta tem en t a s  to  the ir reasons when they a re  ca lled  upon to vote.

A s s e m b ly  R u le  V, P a r t  2: A m em ber m ay absta in  from  a vote on ly  on th e  g rounds that it 

w ou ld constitu te  a con flic t ot in terest.

No add it iona l prov is ions in  sta tu te  perta in  to leg is la to rs  voting  in  con flic t o f  in terest s ituation , 

but N e w  Y o r k  C o n s o l id a te d  La  i s  C h a p te r  32 , A r t ic le  4 , S e c t io n  7 4  says no m em ber o f the 

leg is la tu re  shou ld  have any in terest, financia l o r o therw ise , d irec t o r Indirect, or engage  in any 

bus iness or transaction  or p ro fess iona l act iv ity  or incur any ob liga tion  w h ich  is ii. substan tia l 

con flic t w ith the proper d ischarge o f h is du ties in the pub lic  in terest. Substan tia l con flic t is not 

defined.
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North Carolina

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

S e n a te  R u le  2 9 :  Any sena to r m ay m ove to be excused  from  voting  a t any tim e  on any  m atter 

If the  sena to r is  excused , he m ay not d eba te  the b ill o r any  am endm ents. The sena to r m ay 

m ake a b r ie f s ta tem en t a s  to h is  reasons.

H o u s e  R u le  2 4 . 1A: Any ''-'em ber sha ll, upon request, be excused  from  the de lib e ra tion s  and 

voting  on a p a rt icu la r bill. The m em ber m ay m ake a b r ie f o ra l s ta tem en t o f the  reason s for 

m aking the  request. The m em ber excused  sha ll not deba te  the b ill o r  any am endm en t to the b ill

N o r th  C a r o l in a  G e n e r a l S t a t u te s

C on flic t o f in te re s t In o ffic ia l actions. G .S. 138A-36 and G .S . 138A-37 proh ib it both pub lic  

se rvan ts  and le g is la to rs  from  part ic ipa ting  In o ffic ia l a ctions In w hich they have  an econom ic 

in terest. G .S . 138A-38 p rov ides a num ber o f e xcep tion s  to th e  pa rtic ipa tion  restr ic tions, 

in c lud ing  when (1) the covered  person  has rece ived  a w ritten  adv iso ry  op in ion  from  the  S tate  

E th ics C om m iss ion  o r the  Leg is la t ive  Eth ics C om m ittee  au tho riz ing  th e  pa rtic ipa tion , (2) the 

em p loy ing  en tity  de term ines th at th ere  is no t a con flic t, or (3) the pub lic  se rvan t is the only 

person  w ith lega l au tho rity  to ta ke  the  a ction  and the  con f lic t is  d isc lo sed  in w riting.

G .S . 138A-37 p roh ib its  a leg is la to r's  pa rt ic ipa tion  in a le g is la tiv e  a ction  if (1) th e  leg is la to r, the 

le g is la to r's  ex tended  fam ily , or an assoc ia ted  bus in ess has an  econom ic in te rest in the action  or 

may bene fit from  the  action  and (2) fo llow ing  a cons ide ra tion  o f w hether the leg is la to r's  

ju dgm en t would be in fluenced  and the need for the  le g is la to r 's  pa rt icu la r con tribu tion , the 

le g is la to r conc ludes  that there  is an econom ic  In terest th at w ould im pa ir  the leg is la to r's  

judgm ent.

S e n a te  R u le  3 2 1 :  Any m em ber w ho has a persona l o r  p r iva te  in te res t in a b ill sha ll d isc lose  

th a t fa c t to th e  Sena te  and m ay not vote thereon  w ithou t th e  consen t o f  the Senate. A persona l 
o r p r iva te  in te re s t is one that a ffe c ts  the  m em ber d irectly , in d iv idua lly , un ique ly  and 

substan tia lly .

H o u s e  R u le s  3 2 1 :  Any m em ber w ho has a persona l o r p r iva te  in te re s t in a b ill sha ll d isc lose  

th at fa c t to the  H ouse and m ay not vote thereon  w ithou t the con sen t o f  the House. A persona l 

or p r iva te  in te re s t is  one th a t a ffe c ts  the m em ber d irectly , in d iv idua lly , un iquely  and 

substan tia lly .

No addu .ona l p rov is io n s  found in statute.

S e n a te  R u le  58 , 61: No sena to r sha ll vote upon any question  in con traven tion  of the 

Leg is la t ive  Code o f Eth ics or in v io la tion  o f  section  102.031 o f th e  Rev ised  Code. Any senator 

requesting  to be excused  from  voting  m ay b r ie fly  exp la in  the  reason  fo r such request, and  the 

S ena te  sha ll pass  upon the request w ithou t debate.

H o u s e  R u le  5 6 : A request to be excused  'rom  voting  sha ll be accom pan ied  by a b r ie f w ritten 

s ta tem en t of the  reasons fo r  m aking such request, w h ich sha ll be a cted  upon by the House 

w ithout debate.

L e g is la t iv e  C o d e  o f  E th ic s ,  S e c t io n  4: A m em ber who hac a substan tia l p ersona l in te rest in 

le g is la tion  m ay request perm iss ion  o f the ch a ir  to ab sta in  f iu m  voting  on the leg is la tion  and may 

s ta te  the  m em ber's  reason for the request. The request sha ll b e  g ran ted  by tho cha ir or the 

m em ber's  respective  cham ber of the G enera l A ssem b ly  pu rsuan t to the  ru les o f that cham ber 

The request and perm iss ion  to absta in  sha ll be en tered  in the  Journal.

L e g is la t iv e  C o d e  o f  E t h ic s / O h io  R e v is e d  C o d  1 0 2 .0 3 1 :  No m em ber o l th e  Genera l 

A ssem b ly  sha ll v o te  on any leg is la tion  that Is then  be ing  a c t iv e ly  advocated  by a lobby is t who is 

(1) an em p loyee , (2) a bus in ess a ssoc ia te , or (3) a person , o th e r than  an em p loyee  who is h ired 

under con tra c t to  perform  certa in  se rv ices  and such pos it ion  in vo lves  a substan tia l and m ateria l 

e xe rc ise  o f a dm in is tra t ive  d isc etion  In the fo rm u la tion  o f pub lic  policy.

O k la h o m a  C o n s t i t u t io n ,  A r t ic le  V , S e c t io n  24: A m em ber o f  the Leg is la tu re , who has a 

persona l o r  j. v a te  in te rest in any m easure  sha ll d isc lo se  the fact to the House o f which he is  a 

m em ber, and sna il not vote  thereon.

No add it iona l p rov is io n s  found in s ta tu te  o r  ru les.
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Oregon

P e n n s y lv a n ia

S e n a te  R u le  3 .3 3 : W hen invo lved  In a poten tia l con flic t o f in te res t as de fined  by O R S  244.020, 

a m em ber sha ll announce, on the Sen a te  flo o r o r in th e  com m ittee  m eeting, the na tu re  o f the 

potentia l con flic t p r io r to voting  on th e  issue  g iv in g  r ise  to  the poten tia l con flic t. The m em ber's  

announcem en t sha ll be recorded  In the  Jou rna l o r  in the  com m ittee  m inutes. In add ition , the 

m em ber m ay file  a s ta tem en t w ith h is  cham ber. If a m em ber su spects  th at ano the r m em ber is 

no t d isc lo s ing  a con flic t, he m ay hie a com p la in t and an in vestiga tion  w ill ensue.

H o u s e  R u le  3 .2 1 :  W hen in vo lved  in an actua l o r  po ten tia l con flic t o f in terest, as defined  by 

O R S  244.020, a m em ber sha ll announce, on the  floo r o r in the com m ittee  m eeting, the nature  

o f the potentia l con flic t p rio r to  voting  on the issue  g iv ing  rise to  the  po ten tia l con flic t. The 

m em ber's  announcem en t o f an actua l or po ten tia l con flic t o f in te re s t sha ll be recorded  in the 

Jou rna l o r in  the  com m ittee  m inutes. In add ition , the m em ber m ay file  In w riting  a s ta tem en t of 

the  nature o f the poten tia l con flic t w ith the  C h ie f C le rk  o r the com m ittee  a ss is tan t w ith in  one 

hou r fo llow ing ad jou rnm en t o f  the sess ion  or the  com m ittee  m eeting.

O re g o n  R e v is e d  S t a t u te s  2 4 4 .1 2 0 :  W hen m et w ith an actua l o r  po tentia l con flic t o f Interest, 

a m em ber o f the Leg is la tive  A ssem b ly  sha ll announce  pub lic ly , pu rsuan t to ru les o f the house  of 

w h ich the pub lic  o ffic ia l Is a m em ber, the  na tu re  o f the con flic t be fo re  tak ing  any  a ction  thereon  

in the capac ity  o f a pub lic  o ffic ia l. Th is announ cem en t sha ll be noted in the o ffic ia l record  o f the 

pub lic  body.

2 4 4 .0 2 0 :  An "actua l con flic t o f in te rest" occurs when an  action, dec is ion  o r recom m endation  by 

a pub lic  o ffic ia l would be to th e  p riva te  pecun ia ry  bene fit o r  de tr im en t o f the person or the 

person 's re la tive  or any bus in ess w ith w h ich t •> person or a re la tive  o f the  person  is assoc ia ted  

un less  the pecun ia ry  bene fit o r de trim ent a rise s  ou t o f c ircum stances  le scr ibed  in  subsection  

(14) o f th is  section.

Subsection  14: A “Po ten tia l con flic t o f in te re s t"  occurs when an  action, dec is ion  or 

recom m endation  by a pub lic  o ffic ia l cou ld  be to the p r iva te  pecun ia ry  bene fit o r de trim en t o f the  

person  or the person 's re la tive , or a bus iness w ith w hich the  person  o r th e  person 's  re la tive  is 

assoc ia ted , un less the pecun ia ry  bene fit o r de tr im en t a rise s  ou t o f the fo llow ing:

(a) An in te rest or m em bersh ip  in a p a rt icu la r  bus iness, industry , occupa tion  o r o the i c la ss  

requ ired  by law  as a p re requ is ite  to the ho ld ing  by the person  o f the o ffice  o r  position.

(b) Any action in the pei son 's o ffic ia l capa c ity  w hich would a ffe c t to the  sam e deg ree  a c la s s  

cons is ting  of a ll inhab itan ts  of the state , or a sm a lle r c la ss  cons is t ing  o f an industry, occupa tion  

o r o ther g roup  in clud ing  one of which or in w h ich the person, or th e  person 's re la tive  o r bus iness 

w ith  which th e  person or the  person 's  re la tive  is a ssoc iated , is a m em ber or is engaged . The 

com m ission  m ay by ru le  lim it the m in im um  size o f or o therw ise  estab lish  crite ria  for or identify  

the  sm a lle r c la sse s th at qua lify  under th is  exception .

(c) M em bersh ip  in or m em bersh ip  on the board  o f d irec to rs  o f a nonprofit.

S e n a te  R u le  X X I:  Senato rs  who have a pe rsona l o r  p r iva te  in te rest In any  m easure  or b ill sha ll 

d isc lo se  the fa c t to the  Senate, and sha ll no t vote  thereon.

H o u s e  R u le  65: A m em ber who has a persona l o r  p riva te  in te rest in any m easure  o r bill 

p roposed  or pend ing be fo re  the  House sha ll d isc lo se  the fact to the  House and sha ll no t vote 

thereon.

P e n n s y lv a n ia  C o n s o l id a te d  S t a t u te s  1 1 0 3  ( j) :  W here voting  con flic ts  a re not otherw ise  

add ressed  by the constitu tion  o f Pennsy lvan ia  or by any law, ru le, regu la tion , o rder or 

o rd inance , the  fo llow ing  p rocedure sha ll be em p loyed . Any pub lic o ffic ia l who in the d ischa rge  o f 

h is  o ffic ia l d u tie s  would be requ ired  to  vo te  on a m atter th at w ould resu lt in  a con flic t o f in terest 

sha ll absta in  from  voting  and, p rior to th e  vote  be ing  taken , pub lic ly  announce  and d isc lo se  the 

na tu re  o f h is in terest as a pub lic  record  in  a w ritten  m em orandum  filed  w ith the  person 

respons ib le  fo r record ing  the m inutes o f the  m eeting  at w h ich  the  vote is  taken , excep t that if a 

quorum  is not p resent on d ie  person w ith the con flic t recuses h im se lf, he is  perm itted  to vote 

a s  long as the con flic t is p roperly  d isc losed

Pa . C o n s t i tu t io n ,  A r t ic le  3, S e c t io n  12: A m em ber who has a persona l or p r iva te  in terest In 
any m easure  o r b ill p roposed  o r pend ing be fo re  th e  G enera l A ssem b ly  sha ll d isc lo se  the  fact to
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Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota

Tennessee

Texas

Utah

the  H ouse o f w h ich  he is  a m em ber, and sha ll not vo te  thereon 

S e n a te  R u le s :  None found

H o u se  R u le s  2 0 , 21: No m em ber sha ll vote  on any question  o f private property  in the even t of 

w hich he o r  she Is im m ed ia te ly  and pa rt icu la r ly  Interested. Every  m em ber (excep t as prov ided  in 

ru le  3) w ho sha ll be in the H ouse w hen the question  is  put, sha ll g ive h is  o r  her vote, un less 

p r io r there to  the S pea ke r sha ll e x cu se  him o r  her, in a cco rdance  with the  Code o f Eth ics s ta tu te  

36-14-6.

R h o d e  I s la n d  G e n e r a l L a w s  3 6 -1 4 -6 :  Leg is la to rs  w ho are requ ired  to  take  an action , m ake a 

dec is ion , o r  re fra in  there from  that w ill o r can  reasonab ly  be expected  to  d irectly  resu lt in an 

econom ic  bene fit to the person , o r spouse ( il no t estranged), o r  any dependen t ch ild , bus iness 

a ssc  la te  o r  any bus in ess by w hich the  person is em p loyed  o r w h ich the person rep resen ts , shall 

f ile  a sw orn  s ta tem en t describ in g  the  con flic t and file  it  vlth the eth ics com m iss ion  and the 

pres id ing  o fficer. I f the le g is la to r d oe s  not requ es t to be excused  from voting, he sha ll s ta te  why 

he  can pa rt ic ipa te  fa ir ly  and In the  pub lic  in te re s t desp ite  the conflict.

S e n a te  R u le s :  N one found

H o u se  R u le s  3 .1 : No m em ber sha ll be perm itted  to vo te  on any  question  Im m ediate ly 

concern ing  his p r iva te  righ ts as d is t in c t from  th e  pub lic  in terest.

S o u th  C a r o l in a  C o d e  8 -1 3 -7 0 0 :  A pub lic o ffic ia l who, in the d ischa rge  o f  his o ffic ia l 

re spons ib ilit ie s , is  requ ired  to  take an action  o r  m ake a dec is ion  which a ffe c ts  an econom ic 

Interest o f  h im se lf, a m em ber o f h is im m ed ia te  fam ily, an ind iv idua l with whom  he is a. ^jciated, 

or a bus in ess w ith w h ich he is  a ssoc ia ted  sha ll f  w ith th e  pres id ing  o ffice r a sta tem ent 

describ in g  the m a tte r and th e  nature  o f the con ct o f in terest. T he  p res id ing  o ffice r  sha ll excuse 

th e  m em ber from  pa rt ic ip a tin g  in the  m attei

J o in t  R u le  12-1: E ither body m ay excuse  a m em ber from  voting.

No add it iona l p rov is ion s found in sta tu te  or constitu tion .

S e n a te  R u le  13: W hen a m em ber o f th is  body a rises  to  address h im se lf to  a bill, section  

thereo f, or am endm en t in w h ich he ha s  a persona l in terest, he sha ll state to  the S pea ke r and 

m em bers o f th e  body "that it m ay be cons ide red  that I have  a d eg ree  o f persona l in te rest in  the 

sub ject m a tte r o f th is  bill, bu t I dec la re  that m y a rgum ent and m y u ltim ate vote answ er on ly  to 

m y consc ience  and to  my ob liga tion  to m y constitu en ts  and the c it izens of the S ta te  of 

Tennessee ."

H o u s e  R u le s :  None found

No add it iona l p rov is ion s found in s ta tu te  ui tu les.

S e n a te  R u le s :  None found

H o u s e  R u le  5, P a r t  E, S e c t io n  42: Any m em ber who has a persona l or p r iva te  in te rest in any 

m easure o i b ill sha ll d isc lo se  th e  fact and  not vo te  thereon

T e x a s  G o v e rn m e n t  C o d e  5 7 2 .0 5 3 1 :  Before in troduc ing , sponsoring  or votm q on a b ill on a 

sub je ct a rea  In which a lobby is t who is the  leg is la to r's  spouse  or f irs t  deg ree  re s t iv e ,  the 

leg is la to r m ust file  a d is c lo su re  s ta tem ent

T e x a s  C o n s t i t u t io n  A r t ic le  3, S e c t io n  22: A m em ber who has a persona l or p riva te  in terest in 

any m easure o r  bill, p roposed , or pend ing  be fo re  the  Leg is lature , sha ll d isc lo se  the fa c t to the 

House, of w h ich  he Is a m em ber, and sha ll not vo te  thereon.

J o in t  R u le  1 6 .0 5 :  I f a leg is la to r reasonab ly  b e lieve s  he m ay have a con flic t o f in terest, that 

leg is la to r shou ld , be fo re  the vote , o ra lly  dec la re  to  the com m ittee o r  body be fo re  w h ich  the 

m atter is pend ing  th a t the le g is la to r m ay have a con flic t o f  in terest and w hat that con flic t 

is Th is dec la ra tion  o f con flic t o f  in te rest sha ll be noted in the  m inu tes o f any com m ittee  m eeting 

or in  the  Journal.
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Vermont

Virginia

W ash ington

West Virginia

A leg is la to r sha ll f ile  a D ec la ra tion  o f  C on flic t o f In te res t form  w ith  the Secre ta ry  o f  the Sena te  if 

the le g is la to r is a Senato r o r w ith th e  C h ie f C le rk  o f th e  House o f R ep resen ta tives  if  the  

leg is la to r is a R ep resen tative . Th is fo rm  sha ll in c lude  the  gene ra l leg is la tive  a rea s  In w h ich the 

leg is la to r may have  a con flic t o f in terest. A "con flic t o f in terest" is de fined  below. T

h is form  sa tis fie s  th at leg is la to r's  d isc lo su re  o f  any con flic ts  o f in te rest a s  requ ired  

by the firs t pa ragraph  and Utah C ode  Annotated  Section  76-8-109.

Leg is la to rs  m ay vote  on m atters In w hich th ey  have a con flic t a s  long as th at con flic t has been 

declared.

U ta h  C o d e  7 6 -8 -1 0 9 !  I f a le g is la to r m ust vo te  on a m atte r In which he has a ctua l know ledge 

o f a con flic t o f in te re s t w h ich is not sta ted  on h is con flic t o f In terest form , he sha ll d e c la re  th i 

con flic t to  the body. The dec la ra tio n  sha ll be noted in the  m inu tes o r the Journa l. Leg is la to rs  

m ust a lso  file  a dec la ra tion  o f con f lic t o f in te res t fo rm  w ith the  secre ta ry  o f the sena te  o r  ch ie f 

c le rk  o f th e  house.

"Con flic t o f  Interest" m eans leg is la tion  or a ct ion  by a le g is la to r  th at the le g is la to r reasonab ly  

be lieves m ay cause  d irect financ ia l bene fit o r  de tr im en t to him , a m em ber o f th e  le g is la to r's  

im m ed ia te  fam ily, o r  a bus in ess in w hich the le g is la to r is  a ssoc iated , a n J  that bene fit or 

d e trim en t is d is t ingu ishab le  from  the  e ffects o f th at a ct io n  on th e  pub lic  o r  on the  leg is la to r's  

p ro fess ion , occupation , or a ssoc ia t ion  genera lly .

S e n a te  R u le  71: No sena to r sha ll be perm itted  to vote  ipon an; question  in w h ich  he o r  she is 

d irectly  o r  Im m ediate ly  in terested.

H o u se  R u le  75: M em bers sha ll no t be perm itted  to  vo te  upon any  question  in w h ich th ey  are  

im m ed ia te ly  or d irec t ly  in terested.

No add itiona l p rov is io n s  found in s ta tu tes or constitu tion

S e n a te  R u le  20 , 3 6 : A s e n a to r  w ho has a persona l in te rest ,n a transaction , as d e fined  in § 

30-101 o f the  Code  o f V irg in ia , be fo re  the en tire  Sen a te  o r a com m ittee, sha ll ne ith e r vo te  nor 

be counted upon it, and he sha ll w ithdraw , oi Invoke th is  ru le no t to be counted , p rio r to  the 

d iv is ion  and the fact sha ll bp recorded  on th e  voting  m ach ine. I f o S en a to r in vokes  th is  ru le , the 

Sena to i sha ll not pa rtic ipa te , d irec t ly  o r  ind irec tly , in the  m atter w here in  the ru le  is  in voked .

H o u se  R u le s  69: No m em ber w ho has an im m ed ia te  and persona l in te re s t in  the  resu lt o f the 

question  sha ll e ith e r vote o r  be coun ted  upon it.

C o d e  o f  V ir g in ia  3 0 -1 0 8 :  A le g is la to r who has a pe rsona l in te re s t in a transaction  sha ll 

d isqua lify  h irnse lf from  part ic ipa ting  in the transaction . Un less o therw ise  p roh ib ited  by tn e  ru les 

o f h is house, the d isqua lif ica t ion  requ irem ent o f th is  section  sha ll not p reven t any  le g is la to r  from 

pa rtic ipa ting  in d iscu ss ion s  and  deba tes, p rov ided  (i) he  verba lly  d isc lo ses h is pe rsona l in te rest 

a t the ou tse t o f the  d iscu ss ion  and (ii) he does not vote  on the transaction .

S e n a te  R u le  22: No sena to r sha ll be a llow ed to vo te  upon any question  upon w h ich  he or she is 

in any w ay pe rsona lly  or d irec t ly  in te rested  (S ee  a lso  Art. 2, Secs. 27 and 30, S ta te  

Constitu tion .). A m em ber not vo ting  by reason  o f pe rsona l or d irec t in te res t m ay e xp la in  th e  

reason  fo r  not voting  by a b r ie f s ta tem en t not to  exceed  fifty w ords in the journa l

H o u se  R u le  19: No m em ber sha ll vo te  on any question  which a ffe cts  th a t m em ber p r iv a M y  
and  particu larly . A m em ber w ho has a p riva te  in te rest in  any b ill o r  m easure  p roposed  or 

pend ing be fore  th e  leg is la tu re  sha ll d isc lo se  the  fact to th e  house  o f w h ich he is a m em ber, and 

sha ll not vo te  thereon. (Art. II § 30)

W a s h in g to n  C o n s t i t u t io n  A r t ic le  I I ,  S e c t io n  30: A m em ber w ho has a p riva te  in te re s t in  any 

bln or m easure  p roposed o r pend ing  before  the  leg is la tu re , sha ll d isc lo se  the  fact to  the hou se  of 

w h ich he is a m em ber, and sha ll vote  thereon

S e n a te  R u le  43: Every m em ber w i'T in  the Sena te  C ham be ', w hen a question  is put, sha ll vote 

un less he or she is im m ed ia te ly  and p a rt icu la r ly  In terested there in , m ean ing  an in te re s t th at 

a ffects  the m em ber d irectly  and  not a s  one o f a c lass, or the Sen a te  excuses  h im  o r her A ll 

m otions to excuse  a m em ber from  voting  m ust be m ade by the m em ber requesting  to be
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excused  be fo re  the Sena te  d iv ides, o r  b e fo re  the ca ll o f the  yeas and nays is com m enced , and It 

sha ll be dec ided  w ithou t debate, excep t th a t the  m em ber m aking the m otion to  be excused  from  

voting  m ay b r ie fly  s ta te  the reason  why it ough t to  be adopted.

H o u se  R u le  4 9 :  W hen a question  is put, any m em ber hav ing  a d irect persona l or pecun ia ry  

in te rest th ere in  shou ld  announce  th is  fa c t and request to  be excused  from  voting. The 

d isqua lify ing  in te rest m ust be such  as a ffe c ts  the m em ber d irectly  and not a s  one o f a class.

No add it iona l p rov is ion s found in s ta tu te  o r  constitu tion .

W is c o n s in  S e n a te  R u le  73 , A s s e m b ly  R u le  77: E ithe r body  m ay excuse  a m em ber from  voting.

W is c o n s in  S t a t u te s  1 9 ,46 : No sta te  pub lic  o ffic ia l m ay ta ke  any o ffic ia l action  substan tia lly  

a ffecting  a m atter in w hich the o ffic ia l, a m em ber o f h is o r  her im m ed ia te  fam ily , o r  an 

organ iza tion  w ith  vs' ich the o ffic ia l Is assoc ia ted  has a substan tia l financ ia l in terest.

W y o m in g  S e n a te  R u le  1 4 -7 : A m em ber who has a persona l o r p riva te  in te rest In any b ill sha ll d isc lose

the fa c t to the Senate  m em bers a t the tim e  o f in it ia l cons idera tion  during  the com m ittee  o f the 
w hole o r a t the  tim e o f in troduction  du ring  the budge t sess ion . If the s ta tus o f the con flic t 

changes during  the leg is la tive  p rocess, th e  m em ber sha ll d isc lose  the change in the sta tu s  o f the 

conflict. D isc lo su res o f a con flic t o f  in te rest sha ll be entered  in the D a ily  Journal.

H o u s e  R u le  1 / -3 :  A m em ber w ho has a pe rsona l or p riva te  in terest in any b ill shall d isc lo se  the  

fact to  the  house  m em bers at the tim e  o f in it ia l cons ide ra tion  during com m ittee  of th e  whole or 

at the first t im e the con flic t becom es a pparen t to th e  dec larer, or at the  tim e o f in troduction  

during the budget sess ion  and sha ll not vo te  tnereon. On genera l app rop ria t ion  and 

recod lfica tlon  b ills  a m em ber who has dec la red  a con flic t o f in te rest on a section  or an 

am endm ent to a section  sha ll no t vote  on th at section , but m ay vote  on the en t ire  bill.

"Persona l or p riva te  in te rest" m eans the m em ber sha ll re ce ive  or incur a d irect financ ia l gain or 

lo ss if  th e  m easure  or b ill is  enacted , Pe rsona l or p riva te  in terest" does not in c lude  a financia l 

gam or lo ss w h ich sha ll be rece ived  or in cu rred  by a m em ber if the gain  or lo ss  sha ll a lso  be 

rece ived or Incurred by a substan tia l c la ss  o f persons.

W y o m in g  S t a t u te s  9 -1 3 -1 0 6 :  A pub lic  o ffic ia l sha ll not m ake an o ffic ia l d ec is ion  or vo te  on an 

o ffic ia l dec is ion  if  he has a persona l or T iv a te  in te res t in the m atter In de te rm in ing  w hether he

has a persona l o r p riva te  in te rest in a m atter, the pub lic  o ffic ia l shall recogn ize  the im portance

o f h is r igh t to  i jp re sen t h is  constitu ency  and  sha ll absta in  from  voting  on ly  in  c le a r cases  of a 

persona l o r p r iva te  In terest as de fined  in th is  subsection  A pub lic o ffic ia l or pub lic  m em ber sha ll 

not vote  to g ive  m oney or any d irec t financ ia l bene fit to h im se lf except fo r tax  reductions 

a ffecting  the  genera l pub lic  For the  pu rposes o f th is  section , a persona l or p r iva te  in te rest m ust 

(i) be d irec t and im m ed ia te  as opposed  to sp ecu la t ive  and rem ote, and (ii) p rov ide  the  pub lic 

o ffic ia l, pub lic  em p loyee  or pub lic m em ber a g rea te r bene fit o r  a le sse r de tr im en t than  It does 

for a la rge  or substan tia l g roup or c la ss  o f persons who are s im ila rly  s ituated.

o
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Empire editorial

Lawmakers should 
fix their approach 
to conflicts of interest
One of the more outrageous 

comments made by a leg­
islator so far this session 
concerned conflict of interest 

legislation.
Current!' wmakers with a 

conflict o f in. cst can be re­
quired to vote if a fellow mem­
ber verbally objects to an 
abstention. In the wake of recent 
corruption scandals, at least five 
measures have been written to 
fix this faulty system.
But Rep. Kevin Meyer. R-An­

chorage. recently endorsed the 
status quo.
"The more I've worked with 

it. the more 1 realize the current 
process, albeit not perfect, is 
probably the best we are going to 
get." he said.

Ironically, Meyer, who is a pn>- 
curcment officer for Cono- 
col’hillips, presented a proposal to 
the House State Affairs Committee 
tlr.it would have changed the sys- 
tem. hut in a bizarre twist he later 
testified aghast hLs own measure.
Even had Meyer stuck behind 

it, the proposal doesn't seriously 
deal with conflicts of interest. It 
would still be too easy for a law­
maker with a conflict to vote be­
cause a majority of lawmakers 
would have to be in favor ol the 
abstention for it to be granted.

What we have Is a game in 
which lawmakers can disingenu­
ously declare a conflict o f inter­
est, snowing lull well that their 
colleagues will allow them to go

ahead and vote.
" If I knew someone wasn’t 

going to object. I'd think a lot 
harder about standing up to de­
clare a conflict." Meyer said
Meyer argues that if a IcgLsla 

tor ls  unnecessarily barred from 
voting it would disenfranchise his 
or her constituents. But this argu 
ment doesn't wash. Constituents 
don’t want a bought vote.
Legislators need to remember 

what exactly a conflict of interest 
is: a competing professional or 
personal interest that prevents 
them from acting impartially or 
appearing to act impartially. I f a 
lawmaker has such a conflict and 
votes anyway, the public trust is 
violated. The bottom line is that 
lawmaker shouldn't be allowed 
to vote when they have conflicts.
The current system clearly 

doesn't work: The Associated 
Press reported that no one in the 
Legislature remembers a law­
maker ever being allowed to ab­
stain from voting. The bar must 
be raised.
legislation by Rep. Mike 

IVxgan, I >-Anchorage, which 
would permit a lawmaker to ab­
stain unless the entire body ob­
jects, seems a step in the nglit 
direction, and his measure isn't the 
only one before the Legislature.
But if Ltwmakers prove they 

can’t be counted on to take con 
Diets of interest seriously, then 
the voters need to hold them 
accountable.

Mendenhall C ity (For

HI, W E 'R E  Y O U

Flowei
Y ou  know , it  re a lly  

bugs m e  w hen , in  
c o u rse  o f  a heated 
co n ve rsa t io n  (sorr 
p e o p le  w o u ld  c a ll 

these argum ents), m y  w ife  g iv 
tr. ? that look.

Y ou  k n o w  th e  o n e  1 m ean  
It's a p a tro n iz in g  c ro s s  b e tw t 
"Y o u  m en !" an d  " E x a c t ly  w h . 
y o u r  h o m e  p la n e t? "  A n d  o f  
c o u rse  it e f fe c t iv e ly  re n d e rs  I 
th e r  d is c u s s io n  u se le ss. F u i t h  
sputter, g e s t ic u la te  w ild ly  —  
a ll to  n o  ava il, a n d  l ik e  a d e f t  
e d  gene ra l o n  a d e m o lis h e d  
f r o n t  lin e . I bea t a h a s ty  re tr t 
try in g  to  sa lvage  w h a t  l i t t le  ii 
n ity  the m o m e n t a ffo rd s .

R e t ir in g  to  m y  b e d ro o m / i 
flee , I ty p ic a l ly  c l i c k  o n  th e  
c o m p u te r  a n d  fe ig n  busynes: 
a ll the w h ile  s ta r in g  at a b la n  
s c re e n  w h i le  th e  V C R  in  m y  
m in d  c o n s ta n t ly  h it s  the “ p la  
k^y^yuo^fruh^ntmnin


