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HOUSE BILL NO. 44 VETERAN INFO ON PFD APPLICATIONS
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F&; iturgs/Rev nu
| |
Appropriation
Required

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009

Personal Services 325

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 325

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

100" GF

1G6.  GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Menlal Health

1050 PFD Fund 325
TOTAL 325

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-lime
Temporary

FY 2009
16.7

16.7

16 7
16.7

Fiscal Note Number.
Bill Version.
() Publish Date:

Information
FY 2010  FY 2011  FY 2012
16.7 16.7 167
16.7 16.7 16.7
(Thousands of Dollars)
16.7 16.7 16.7
16.7 16.7 167

GBUM)
91
FY 2013 FY 2014
167 167
16.7 167

167
16.7

167
16.7

Prepared by:  Debbie Richter, Division Director
Division Permanent Fund Dividend

Approved by Jerry Burnetl
Dyatne |d

iRxnat IMMNCROVB

Phone 465-4785

Dale 3/17/2008

Rpldl

Dale/Time 03/17/08 5 15PM
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A Communication From

REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN

District 31 Anchorage

E-Mail: Rcprcsentative_Bob_Lynn@legis.statc.ak.us
“mBob Lynn’s Alaska Blog” RcpBobl.ynnBlog.com

FAX

To: Legal Services Fax # 2029

From: Nancy Manly x2794 it of Pages (including cover): J
Alaska State Capitol, room 104
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Phone: 907-465-4931
Fax' 907-465-4316

Re: HB 44 Veteran Info on PFD Applications

1-18-08

1B 44 Version C passed out of the llouse State Affairs Committee this morning with one passed
amendment. Please draft a final STA CS. Thank you.

Version 25-LS0229\C

Conceptual Amendment ifl(Roses)
Line 10 after the word “ren‘iesl” insert of the department

Amendment U2 (Grucnberg)
Failed
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A laska State Legislature

Sponsor Statement

SESSION . INTERIM

Alaska Stale Capitol, Room 418 1292 Sadler Way, Suite 304
Juneau. AK 99801 Fairbanks, AK 99701
907; 465-4457 Office Office (907) 456-8172
907)465-3519 Fax Fax (907)456-2490

(800) 928-4457 Toll Free

Representative David Guttenberg

House Bill 44 - Veteran Info on PFD Application

HB 44 adds the question to the Permanent Fund Dividend application: Are you an American
military veteran? By offering veterans the option to identify themselves as veterans on the PFD
application, as well as their military branch and dates of service, we will be better able to find
and engage our veterans and their families in helping them secure their legal rights to programs

and benefits they have earned under federal and state laws.

With 74.500 veterans (2005 US Census) and about 35,000 active duty. National Guard, and
Reserves across our state, Alaska has the highest veteran’s population per capita in the nation,
HB 44 seeks to enable the State of Alaska arv Alaskan-based Veteran Service Organizations to
better inform these veterans of changes in programs or policies that affect them and their

families.

It is in the best interest of Alaska to ensure that all resident veterans receive the federal benefits
they have earned from the Veterans Administration, the Department of Defense, and other
agencies. The retirement checks and/or benefits of Alaska veterans represent over a billion
dollars to our economy every year, yet only one in five veterans receive benefits. If we were to
double the number of veterans receiving benefits, we could create a significa”* economic impact

in communities throughout the state.

As aresult of federal and state privacy laws, it has become almost impossible to find and connect
with our veterans. It is clearly in the State’s best interest to ensure all veterans are informed of
their rights to VA healthcare, burial rights, disability compensation, survivor benefits, housing
loans, spousal assistance, college assistance, and vocational assistance. HB 44 attempts to reach
these veterans who, for whatever reason, are not currently receiving the benefits they have
earned or may be unaware of changes in the status of these programs.

Only the state and congressionally chartered and state approved Veteran Service Organizations
will have access to this register for the purposes of contacting and informing our resident
veterans of their legal rights and benefits they have earned.

lurge you to support this legislation.

Representative IT. id.Gultenbcrg@Icgis.state ak.us
Imp //guttenberg.akdemocrats.org



LEGAL SERVICES
A

ke

MEMORANDU M January 29, 2008

Information from veterans on PFD forms; sectional summary of

SU JJECT:

HB 44 (Work Order No. 25-LS0229\A)
TO: Representative David Guttenberg

Attn: Jeff Stepp
FROM: Tamara Brandt Cook

Director / A1l

Section 1 The permanent fund dividend application form is required to include a place
to voluntarily indicate that the applicant is a veteran, branch of service, and dates of

The Department of Revenue is required to release the information only to the

service.
if requested, to veterans service

Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs and,

organizations.

TBC.meu
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Num ber:

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HB 44 (H) MLV

TOTAL OPERATING
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FiiE

TAL 00 00 00 on 0.0 00 001
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STATE OF ALASKA

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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Fiscal Note Nui iber:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date.

HB 44

FY 20% FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
0.0 8.5 8.5 8.5 8.5 85
0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0
5.0 0.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0
(0) 0.0
H o D 4O 49 49
TOTAL OPERATING 34.1 0.0 18.4 18.4 18.4 18.4 18.4 |
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 ; 0.0 0.0 0.0 ; 0.0
CHANGE INREVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 00 j 0.0 ; 0.0 0.0 | 0.0

o _ (Meschdldag
m B4 m 18 4 m

J@ (D 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
34.1

0.0 18.4 18.4 184 18.4 18.4

4.3 v \T

TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:
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FISCAL NOTE

BILL NO. HB44

STATE OF ALASKA

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Page 2 of 2
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MEMORANDUM February 28, 2008

SUBJECT: Information from veterans on the permanent fund dividend
application forms (CSHB 44(MLV); Work Order No. 25-LS0229\C)

TO: Representative David Guttenberg
Attn: Jeff Stepp

FROM: Tamara Brandt Coo
Director . '
ifct

You ask what changes are proposed to the original HB 44 under CSHB 44(MLV). The
special committee added after "branch of service" a reference to the Alaska Territorial
Guard as being included within that term. In the context of providing the information
iegarding a veteran, the special committee alco replaced the words ""not mandatory" with

"is voluntary."”

TBC:ljw
08-123.1jw



Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
House State Affairs Committee
State Capito!

Juneau, AK 99801

February 28, 2008

DearChairman Lynn.

Our combat wounded veterans’ organization lends its full support to HB44. The question of “Are
you an American Veteran?” on the PFD application is critical to enable all Alaska veteran
organizations to be able to reach out to the many Alaska veterans who are in remote locations.
Those Alaska veterans who do not have ready access to the assistance centers in major cities still
need and have justly earned the benefits they have long been denied. By passing HB44 we in the
major population centers will have a vehicle that will enable us to provide the support that those

military members in remote areas have earned.

I'he MOPH (Military Order of the Purple Heart) is proud to be in full support of HB44. We ask
that you assist in the cause of providing us a means to reach out to those veterans who are denied
the easj access to the benefits they have justly earned as result of their honored military service.

Ron Siebels

MOPH, Sr-Vice, Dept of Alaska
MOPH. Commander, Chapter 593. Anchorage



ALASKA VETERANS POLITICAL ACTION COIVIMITTFE
(AK VET PAC) 2/20/08

Vietnam Veterans of America/Alaska Veterans of Modem Warfare/Alaska Military Order of the
Purple Heart/Anch  Alaska Veterans Foundation, Inc. Alaska Veterans Business Alliance
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February 8, 2008 Report Number 08.154

Active Military Personnel and Veterans in Alaska

Prepared for Representative David Guttenberg

By Patricia Young, Manager

Dltrermthch\?arsh
a tre
A

i ——

Active Military Population in Alaska

(Ceoentoe 3, 200)) Jl‘%
M\BFCKB ﬁ %e 8,000
25/

':EB\ES
Tad GadadRsaves 459
Tad Mitay RqpdaioninAsda

wmmdmmm

A07-465-301 Alaska Legislature State Capitol

907-466-3008 (fax) Legislative Research Services Juneau, AK 998C1
w3 legis state ak us/laa/research/reseatch php



Mmm Resgedbrd hesteeoariad wsifyaurae

"Montana and Wyoming followed Alaska, with 14 4 percent and 14 2 percent, respectively

LlegislativeResearchReport®814  Februarys 2008 — Page 2
Active Military Personnel and fterans inAlaska



Military Order ofther v tpce M ecv &

Department of Alaska

“Combat Wounded Veterans”

Date: February 28, 2008

Our combat wounded veteran’s organization lends its full support
to HB44. The question of “Are you an American Veteran” on the
PFD application is critical to enable all Alaska veteran organizations
to be able to reach out to the many Alaska veterans who are in
remote locations. Those Alaska veterans who do not have ready
access to the assistance centers in major cities still need and have
justly earned the benefits they have long been denied. By passing
11B44 we in the major population centers will have a vehicle that
will enable us to provide the support that those military members in

remote areas have earned.

The MOPH (Military Order of the Purple Heart) is proud to be in
full support of 1IB44. We ask that you assist in the cause of
providing us a means to reach out to those veterans who are denied
the easy access to the benefits they have justly earned as result of
their honored military service.

KorvSiebeU'

Ron Siebels
MOPH, Sr-Vice, Dept of Alaska
MOPH, Commander, Chapter 593, Anchorage



In Service to America

Chapter 904 - Anchorage, Alaska
“An Agenda of Service”

February 26, 2008

Chairman Lynn
House Slate Affairs Committee
Juneau, AK

Mr. Chairman:
I his is to inform you of our strong support for the passage of HB44.

In these trying times our veterans, old and new, need all of the support that our state and country can
possibly give them. Let us not forget all of the sacrifices our veterans have made for us. Lots of veterans
get out of the service not knowing and not caring about benefits that are rightfully theirs. They just want
to be left alone. Each and every day, in our work with veterans of all wars, we are finding more and more
down and out and needy veterans that don’t have a clue that they have any kind of help coming from the
VA. A lot of these veterans have suffered through forty years without any sort of VA help to which they

are entitled.

I 1IS HAS TO BE CORRECTED NOW, and Alaska has a unique opportunity to do this through the RED
application question: “Are you an American Veteran?”’

11B44 will go a long way in helping find Alaska’s vets and informing them of their benefits.
1hits off to every legislator supporting this bill. You have our vole.

Best wishes,

Al Baffone
Vice President, VV A Chapter 904 (Anchorage)

Vietnam Veterans of America  Alaska Chapter 904
3705 Arctic Blvd, t548, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 WebSite: www.VVA904.org
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Chapter 891 - Wasilla, Alaska

Never again will one generation of Veterans abandon another

March 1 2008

Greeting: Chairman Lynn and Members of the Committee
llouse State Affairs Committee

As a Veteran of over 40 years active Military Service, | have seen many missed opportunities of
Veterans who came to Alaska to hide from people when they were young. Now these Veterans

who served this Country so well are getting older. These Veterans need to get into the Veterans
Administrations health care system and receive the care they have earned. Please take this small

action to pass on MB 44.

In the Mat-Su Valley we are supporting the Veterans Aviation Outreach program where they go
into the bush and find Veterans. Most of these Veterans are m need of health care.

lam writing in support of 11B 44 Ihe hill will help the department of Veterans Affairs to locate
Veterans and get information to them about ‘hdr earned Veterans Benefits.

Thank you for supporting this Bill to Aid Veterans

William (Bill) Farling
President Vietnam Veterans Chapter 891

Vietnam Veterans of America  Alaska Chapter 891
(COl I: (ircctt tilen Dr Wasillu \K 99654-4676 Web Site: http://www.vvaS91.org/
William Parting. President (907) 373-5572 I-limit  farliimiy7iiitaonline.net
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To: ReErcscntativ
il Rpesrene
Date: February 25,

Re: llearing Request lor HB 44 Veteran Info on PFD Applications

I respectful!) request that you schedule IIB 44, Veteran Information on Pl D
Applications, for House State Affairs Committee consideration at your earliest

convenience,
hnclosed are.

All versions of 11B 44

Current Sponsor Statement
Current Sectional Analysis
Current Fiscal Notes
I:\planation of Changes
Communications of support
Additional Background Material

NOoO aPrdWN R

I look lorward to discussing the merits of this bill in the House State Affairs Committee.
\ I\ staff. Jeff Stepp, is assigned to this legislation if there are any questions. 465-470N.
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