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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 313

HOUSE BILL NO. 313 C.O. BONDS FOR CRIME LAB

"An Act providing for and relating to the issuance of general obligation bonds for the purpose of paying the cost 
of a scientific crime detection laboratory; and providing for an effective date."
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From: Rice, Lauren (DPS) [lauren.rice@alaska.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, January 22, 2008 7:42 AM
To: Nancy Manly
Subject: List for House State Affairs Committee 

Morning Nancy:

A list for you of those who will be testifying...

Over the Telephone:

Tom Livingston: Livingston and Sloan Architecture 

Matt Tanaka: Engineer (DOT)

Orin Dim: Crime Lab Supervisor (DPS)

In person:

John Glass: Deputy Commissioner of DPS 

Jerry Burnett. Director of Admin of Revenue 

L a u re n  R ice
L e g is la t iv e  L ia is o n /S p e c ia l  A s s is ta n t  t o  C o m m is s io n e r  W a lt M o n e g a n  
D e p a r tm e n t  o l  P u b l ic  S a f e ty  
(w ) 9 0 7 .2 6 9 .5 5 9 1  
(c) 9 0 7 .3 5 1 .2 7 2 2

Nancy Manly

1/22/2008

mailto:lauren.rice@alaska.gov


D e p a r tm e n t  o f

Public Safety
Sarah Palin, Governor 
Walt Monegan, Comm issioner

S p o n so r  S ta tem en t  
HB 313

The Department of Public Safety is seeking funding through statewide general obligation bonds to build a 
"state of the science" < ne lab that will serve the needs of Alaska’s citizens and law enforcement 
agencies for at leas! .e next 40 years.

The Department started accepting evidence for analysis in 1978 with 2 chemists, 2 latent examiners and 
one explosives expert. In 1986, the current crime lab was built. Its 18,000 square feet were designed as a 
workplace for six scientists and support staff. The number of analysis has increased tremendously since 
that time. Over the last 30 years, both the types of evidence analysis and the number of cases submitted 
by law enforcement for assistance from the crime lab have increased tremendously.

The crime lab has managed to provide an excellent level of assistance to law enforcement during this time 
of growth. However, in the past five years, the growing demand for lab services has exceeded the 
capacity of the lab. This results in unavoidable delays in analyzing evidence. Large backlogs now exist. In 
order to preserve the quality of work, the crime lab had , > reduce the quantity of case work coming in; 
thus, some services were outsourced while others were discontinued.

Forensic science continues to improve, New technology and added analysis are expanding Ihe 
importance of forensic science in criminal justice investigations; examples include arson analysis 
equipment, laser examination equipment, vacuum metal deposition chamber examination equipment, 
trace evidence examinations, space and equipment examinations, toxicology and question document 
analysis. Additionally, expanded processing space is necessary to examine evidence from small items 
such as drug baggies and blood stained clothing to larger items such as entire vehicles. The new crime lab 
will have sufficient space to accommodate such improvements.

Additionally, DNA has created an entirely new area of testing and the number of cases involving DNA 
submitted lo the crime lab is increasing steadily. DNA testing work includes current cases and many 
older "cold" cases. The design of the proposed new crime lab incorporates all the elements necessary to 
expand the use of DNA evidence as a crucial tool for solving crimes, providing justice to victims and 
ensuring Alaska is on the leading edge for implementing effective criminal justice tools.

The new crime lab will provide eighty-three thousand square feel with room for future expansion. The 
design of the proposed new crime lab incorporates all the elements necessary to expand the use of 
forensic evidence as a crucial tool for solving crimes, providing justice to victims and ensuring Alaska is 
on the leading edge for implementing effective criminal justice tools.

"Public Safely through Public Service"

Office of the Comm issioner 
5700 E. Tudor Road - Anchorage, AK 99507 - Voice (907) 269-5086 - Fax (907) 269-4543 

Juneau Office - Voice (907) 465-4322 - Fax (907) 465-4362

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

OQ43-OOG-DOE-1-4-08Identifier (file name): __________________________________
Title A  bill p rov id ing  for the issuance  o f genera l ob ligation bonds

for paying the cost of a sc ien tific  detection laboratory_______
S pon so r
R eque ste r

R u le s  Com m ittee
G overnor

Dept. A ffected:
R D U

Fiscal Note Number;
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Com ponent Num ber

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Am ounts do not in c lude  in flation un less o therw ise noted below.

1

HB 313
1/16/08

O O G
Elections

Com ponent E lections

21

Appropriation
Requ ired Information

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2009 F Y  2009 F Y  2010 F Y  2011 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014
Pe rso n a l Sen/ices 
Trave l 
C on tractua l 
Supp lie s  
Equ ipm ent 
Land  & Structures 
G ran ts  & C la im s 
M isce lla n eou s

1 5

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 1.5 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0.0  | 0 .0

[C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S

|C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) [

F U N D  S O U R C E _________________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 F ede ra l R ece ip ts
1003 G F  M atch
1004 G F
1005 G F/Prog ram  R ece ip ts  
1037 G F/M en ta l Hea lth  
O ther Interagency R ece ip ts

1 5

T O T A L 1.5 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f  any cu r re n t y e a r  (FY2008) co s t:  

P O S IT IO N S
Full-tim e J
Part-tim e
Tem porary .

A N A L Y S IS :  (Attach a separate page i t  necessary)

The passage of this bill would require the general obligation bond question to appear on the 2008 general election ballot 
The cost of providing information about the bonds in the Official election Pamphlet, as required by AS 15.58 is $1 5. 
Should the addition of this question require printing an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost will increase to $22 0

Prepa red  by: G a il Fenum ia i. D irector__________      Ph on e  465-2644
D iv is ion  D iv is ion  o f E le c tion s__________ ______________________________________________Date/Tim e 1/4/03. 3:40pm

Approved by: Linda J. Perez, Administrative Director_____________________________ Date 1/4/2008____
Division of Administrative Services
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J U N E A U

Janua ry  15, 2008

The H onorab le  John H arris  
Speaker of the H ouse  
A laska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room  208 
Juneau , AK 99801-1182

Dear Speaker Harris:

U nder  the au th o r i ty  of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the  A laska C onstitu tion , I am  
transm itt ing  a bill p rov id ing  for an d  relating to the issuance of general ob ligation  bonds 
for the pu rp o se  of p ay in g  the cost of a scientific crim e detection  laboratory .

This rev en u e  w o u ld  be utilized  for the  constru  ~tion of a "s ta te  of the science" 
crim e lab tha t will se rve  the need s  of A laska 's  citizens an d  law  enforcem ent agencies for 
at least the next 40 years.

O v e r  the las t 30 years, bo th  the  types of ev idence  analysis a n d  the n u m b e r  of 
cases su b m itted  by law  enforcem ent for assistance fro m  the crim e lab have increased 
trem endously . C urren tly ,  the crim e lab  p rov ides  ex per t  assistance in the areas  of 
fingerprints, biological screening, h a ir  analysis, trace screening , b lood alcohol content, 
d ru g  analysis, DNA, crim e scene investigations, shoe  prints , an d  f i re a rm /to o lm a rk  
ballistics.

Forensic science con tinues  to im prove. N ew  technology and  a d d e d  analysis are  
ex p an d in g  the im portance  of forensic science in crim inal justice investigations; 
exam ples  include arson  analysis eq u ip m en t,  laser exam ina tion  eq u ip m en t,  v acuu m  
metal depo sit io n  ch am b er  exam ination  eq u ip m en t,  trace ev idence exam inations, space 
an d  eq u ip m en t exam inations, toxicology, an d  qu est ion  d o cu m e n t  analysis.
A dditionally , ex p an d ed  processing  space is necessary  to exam ine evidence from  small 
items such  as d ru g  baggies and  blood sta ined  clo th ing  to larger items such as en tire  
vehicles. The new  crim e lab will h ave  sufficient space  to accom m o date  such 
im provem ents .

http://WWW.GOV.STATE.AK


The crim e lab  has m an ag ed  to p ro v id e  an  excellent level of assistance to law  
en fo rcem ent d u r in g  this tim e of grow th . Howeve* . the past five years, the g row ing  
d e m a n d  for lab services has exceeded the capacity  of the lab to provide  all the services 
n e e d e d  by Alaskans. Alaska needs a new  crim e lab. The new  crime lab will p ro v id e  80 
th o u sa n d  sq uare  feet w ith room  for fu tu re  expansion .

Section 1 of the bill a d d s  a new  section to th e  uncodified law of the state 
au th o riz in g  the issuance an d  sale of s ta te  general obligation bonds in the principal 
a m o u n t  of no t m o re  than  100  million, if ra tified by  a majority of the qualified vo ters  of 
the  sta te  w ho  vote on  the question . The full faith, credit, and  resources of the state 
w o u ld  be p ledged  to the p a y m en t of the principal of an d  in terest and  red em ptio n  
p rem iu m , if any, on  the bonds.

Section 2 of the  bill a d d s  a new  section to the  uncodified law of the state 
es tab lish ing  the "scientific crim e detection labora tory  project fund" if the voters ratify 
th e  issuance of the bonds, to w hich shall be c red ited  the proceeds of the sale of the 
bo n d s  except for the accrued in terest and  p rem iu m s.

Section 3 of the bill a d d s  a new  section to the uncodified law of the state 
a p p ro p r ia t in g  100 million from the scientific c r im e  detection laboratory project fund  
a n d  u p  to 6 million in antic ipated investm ent ea rn in gs  to the D epartm ent of Public 
Safety to be allocated to the design  and construc tion  of a state scientific crime detection  
lab ora to ry  in Anchorage.

Section 4 of the  bill a d d s  a new  section to the  uncodified law  of the state 
ap p ro p r ia t in g  from  the general fund  to the s ta te  b o nd  com m ittee $500,000 or as m uch  of 
th a t  a m o u n t  as is found  necessary to carry  o u t  the provisions of this bill and to pay 
expenses  incident to the sale and  issuance of the  bonds.

Section 5 of the bill a d d s  a new  section to the  uncodified  law of the s tate 
p ro v id in g  that the am o u n t w ith d raw n  from  the public facility p lann ing  fund (AS 
35.10.135) for the pu rpose  of advance p lan n in g  for the capital im provem ents  financed 
u n d e r  this bill shall be re im bursed  from the p roceeds  of the sale of the bonds.

Section 6 of the bill a d d s  a new  section to the uncodified law  of the state 
p ro v id in g  that the unexpended  an d  unob liga ted  balance of the ap pro pria tion  m ad e  in 
sec. 3 lapses an d  is ap p ro p r ia ted  to the state b o n d  com m ittee  to redeem  bonds sold 
u n d e r  this bill. Further, sec. 6 p rovides that a m o u n ts  ex pen ded  from the general fund  
to pay  the  principal, interest, and  red em ptio n  p rem iu m  on the bonds shall be

The Honorable John Harris
January 15, 2008
Page 2



re im b ursed  from  this a p p ro p r ia t io n  to the ex ten t that the m oney  is no t needed  to 
red eem  the bonds.

Section 7 of the  bill a m e n d s  th e  uncodified  law of the s ta te  to a d d  a new  section 
d irecting  the  su bm itta l to the v o te rs  for ratification at the next general election the 
question  of w h e th e r  the s ta te  shall issue its general obligation bo n d s  in the principal 
a m o u n t  of not m o re  than  100 m illion  for the  p u rp o se  of pay ing  the cost of design  and  
construc t ion  of a scientific crim e de tec tion  laboratory .

I u rge  y o u r  p ro m p t  and  favorab le  ac tion  on this m easure.

The Honorable John H arris
January 15, 2008
Page 3
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Public Safety
Sarah Palin, Governor 
Walt Monegan, Comm issioner

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

D e p a r tm e i . t  o f

January  17. 2008

R epresen tative B ob  Lynn, C hair  H ouse  State Affairs C o m m ittee  
State Capitol, R o o m  104 
Ju n eau ,  A K  99801-1182

D e a r  R epresen tative Lynn:

Please find the  a ttached  I louse  Bill 313, “ An \ c t  p rov id ing  for and relating to  the 
issuance o i  general obligation b o n d s  fo r the p u rp o se  o t  paying the cost o f  a scientific 
crim e de tec tion  laboratory■; and prov id ing  for an effective d a te ” , transm itta l letter and 
fiscal note. H o u se  Bill 313 p rov ides  a m echan ism  to place a p ro p o sed  new  crim e lab 
o n  the N o v e m b e r  2008 ballot. I w ould  appreciate  a hearing in your co m m itte e  as 
soon  as possible.

Letters  o f  su p p o r t ,  design and  co ns truc t ion  details and  p ic tures o f  o u r  cu rren t  crime 
lab are fo rthcom ing .

F o r  specific questions regard ing  the bill p roposa l o r  am  o th e r  items related to the 
p ro p o se d  crim e lab, please co n tac t  D epu te  C o m m iss io n e r  John C lass  (242.5879) o r  
o u r  Legislative Liaison Lauren Rice (351.2722).

T h a n k  you for y o u r  considera tion .

Sincerely,

V " -
W alt M onegan
C o m m iss io n e r  o f  Public Safety

Office of the Comm issioner 
5700 E. Tudor Road - Anchorage, AK 99507 - Voice (907) 269-5086 - Fax (907) 269-4543 

Juneau Office - Voice (907) 465-4322 - Fax (907) 465^362



From: Rice, Lauren (DPS)
Sent: Tuesday, January 22, 2008 7:42 AM
To: Manly, Nancy S (LAA)
Subject: List for House State Affairs Committee

Morning Nancy.

A list for you of those who will be testifying...

Over the Telephone:

Tom Livingston: Livingston and SLan Architecture 

Matt Tanaka: Engineer (DOT)

Orin Dim: Crime Lab Supervisor (DPS)

In person:

John Glass: Deputy Commissioner of DPS 

Jerry Burnett: Director of Admin of Revenue

L a u re n  R ice
l e g i s l a t iv e  I a a i s o n /S p e c ia l  A s s is ta n t  to  C o m m is s i o n e r  W a ll M o n e g a n  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a fe ty  
(w ) 9 0 7 .2 6 9 .5 5 9 1  
(c) 9 0 7 .3 5 1 .2 ^ 2 2

Rice. Lauren (DPS)

1/^.2/2008



Rice, Lauren (DPS)

From: Rice, Lauren (DPS)
Sent: Tuesday, January 22, 2008 7:42 AM
To: Manly, Nancy S (LAA)
Subject: List for House State Affairs Committee

Morning Nancy.

A list for you of those who will be testifying..

Over the Telephone.

Tom Livingston: Livingston and Sloan Architecture 

Matt Tanaka: Engineer (DOT)

Orin Dim: Crime Lab Supervisor (DPS)

In person:

John Glass. Deputy Commissioner of DPS 

Jerry Burnett. Director of Admin of Revenue

Lai it Rice
L e g is la tiv e  I j a i s o n / S p c c i a l  A s s is ta n t  to  C o m m is s io n e r  W a ll M o n c g a n  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b lic  S a fe t)
(w) 907.269.5591 
(c) 907.351.2~22

1/22/2008
111711
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