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T O : H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A IR S

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  B O B  L Y N N

A 1FROM: REPRESENTATIVE GABRIELLE LEDOUX

RE: HEARING REQUEST FOR I IB 309. "AN ACT REQUIRING A LEGISLATOR TO ABSTAIN FROM
VOTING ON QUESTIONS AFFECTING AN ENTERPRISE IF THE LEGISLATOR OR A 
MEMBER OF I I IE LEGISLATOR'S IMMEDIATE FAMILY I IAS AN EQUITY OR OWNERS! IIP 
INTEREST IN' Tl IE ENTERPRISE Tl I AT IS SUBSTANTIAL, AND REQUIRING A LEGISLATOR 
TO ABSTAIN FROM TAKING OR WITHHOLDING OFFICIAL ACTION OR EXERTING 
OFFICIAL INFLUENCE IN CERTAIN MATTERS IN WHICH THE LEGISLATOR'S ACTION OR 
INFLUENCE COULD BENEFIT OR I IAR.M Tl IE FINANCIAL INTEREST OF A PERSON BY 
\\ I lOM Tl IE LEGISLATOR OR A MEMBER OFT! IE LEGISLATOR'S IMMEDIATE FAMILY IS 
EMPLOYED OR WITII WHOM Tl IE LEGISI. VTOR OR A MEMBER OF THE LEGISLA TOR'S 
IMMEDIATE FAMILY IS NEGOTIATING F'OR EMPLOYMENT; MAKING Tl IE ACT 
CONDITIONALLY EFFECTIVE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

I respectfully request that House Bill 309 be scheduled for a hearing in the House State Affairs. 

Attached you will find:

• HB 309
• Sponsor Statement
• My staff member assigned to this legislation is Suzanne Hancock, direct line 465-4230.

Reprcsenlative_Gabrielle_LeDoux@lcgis.slatc.uk.us
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" A n  A c t  r e q u i r i n g  a  l e g i s l a to r  to  a b s ta i n  f r o m  v o t in g  o n  q u e s l i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  a n  e n te r p r i s e  i f  th e  l e g i s l a to r  o r  a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  l e g i s l a to r ’s  im m e d ia te  f a m ily  h a s  a n  e q u i t y  o r  o w n e r s h ip  in te r e s t  in  th e  e n te r p r i s e  th a t  is  

s u b s t a n t i a l ,  a n d  r e q u i r in g  a  l e g i s l a to r  to  a b s ta in  f r o m  ta k in g  o r  w i th h o ld i n g  o f f ic i a l  a c t i o n  o r  e x e r t in g  o f f ic ia l  
i n f lu e n c e  in  c e r t a in  m a t t e r s  in  w h ic h  th e  l e g i s l a to r 's  a c t io n  o r  i n f lu e n c e  c o u ld  b e n e f i t  o r  h a r m  th e  f in a n c ia l  

i n t e r e s t  o f  a  p e r s o n  b y  w h o m  Ih e  l e g i s l a to r  o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  l e g i s l a to r 's  im m e d ia te  f a m i ly  is  e m p lo y e d  o r  
w i th  w h o m  th e  l e g i s l a to r  o r  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  l e g i s l a to r 's  i m m e d ia te  f a m i ly  is  n e g o t i a t i n g  fo r  e m p lo y m e n t ;  

m a k in g  th e  A c t  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  e f f e c t i v e ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  fo r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

This act would help reduce conflicts of interest among legislators when voting. Currently, when 
a member of the House or Senate declares a conflict of interest on a bill and asks to abstain from 
voting, any other member can object, and the member has to v jte. This act would require 
legislators with conflicts of interest to abstain.

This act would require a member to abstain if the legislation affects an enterprise in which the 
legislator or an immediate family member has a substantial equity or ownership interest. 
Abstaining would also be requited if the action would affect someone with whom the legislator 
or a f imily member is employed, or is seeking employment.

There are many issues that come before the Legislature where a member could have a conflict of 
interest. This includes fishermen, trial lawyers, pilots, doctors, and many other occupations and 
businesses. It is important that those members with conflicts participate in the debate on the 
floor, so theirexpertise is not wasted in a citizens’ Legislature. However, in order to restore the 
public’s trust in our Legislature, we should amend the rules to restrict those with clear conflicts 
from voting.

Representative_Gabriclle_LcDoux@legis.state.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE

Iden tifie r (file name). H B30 9 -LEG -S ES -0 3 -14-08_______________Dept. Affecte_d_____________ Leg is la ture_____
Title "An Act requ iring a Leg is la to r to absta in from voting on RDU __________ Leg is la tive Council
questions affecting an en te rp rise if the Leg is la to r o r a m em ber o t th e ,.._________ C om p o n e n l___________Session Expenses
Sponso r ____________________ Representa tive LeDoux____________________ ______________________________
Reques te r ______________________ House State A ffa irs______________________ Com ponen l Number 782

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ___________
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version:  HB 309

() Publish Date: ___________

E x p e n d it u r e s / R e v e n u e s____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not inc lude infla tion un less otherw ise noted below, __________

Appropria tion
Required In form ation

O P E R A T IN  G E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2009 FY  2009 F Y  2010 FY  2011 F Y  2012 FY  2013 F Y  2014

Persona l Services 
Travel 
Contractua l 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
G ran ts & Claims 
M isce llaneous

Tc fA L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S
._. .  ( ( (

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( )

FU N D  S O U R C E ____________________    (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federa l Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/P rogram Receipts 
1037 GF/M en la l Health 
O ther In teragency Rece ip ts

T O T A L 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim a te  of any cu rren t yea r (FY2008) co st: 

PO SIT IO N S

Full-tim e
Part-ume
Temporary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a soparala pago tl nocossaryl

This legislation has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency.

P repared by Karla Schofie ld . Deputy D irec lo r____________________________________________  Phone 465-6626
D ivis ion Leg is la tive Affa irs Agency___________________________________________________  Date /T im e 3/14/03 11.47 AM

Approved by Pamela Varni, Executive Director_________________________________ Dale 3/14/2008_____
Legislative Affairs Agency________________________________
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