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Before the State Affairs Committee, Alaska State Legislature
Written testimony of Dcmian A. Schane in support of HB 284 (PFD Allowable Absences:

Fellowships)
January 24,2008

Dear Committee Members:

My name is Demian Schane, and | am a resident of Juneau, Alaska. | currently work for the
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, but I would like to make clear that I give this
testimony as an individual and on my own behalf. |do not represent the views of my agency or the

federal government.

I applaud the efforts of Representative Ilawkcr and urge all legislative staff to support MB 284. |
believe it is important, and the current PFD statute already docs this lo a certain extent, to support
residents who leave the State for educational purposes or to serve the country and State (e.g., to
serve in the military, in Congress, in the U.S. Peace Corps, or on the U.S. Olympic Team). The
proposed amendment adds one more excusable absence that | believe is a worthy one.

[*very year, a handful of Alaskans arc offered fellowship opportunities to live abroad in the pursuit
of educational and/or vocational training. | personally spent 10 months in Iceland on a U.S.
Fulbright grant studying the European Union’s mechanisms for regulating escapes from farm
lishing operations. It was a uniquely rewarding experience and an honor and privilege to represent

the U.S. and Alaska in Iceland.

The Fulbright Program is funded through the U.S. Department of State ind it promotes a eultrrul
and educational exchange program in numerous foreign countries. The grantees can enroll in a
foreign university or conduct research independently under the auspices of a university or
professional organization. During the grant period, grantees will typically meet with the staffof the
U.S. embassy and the host country’s counterparts. The host country may also offer a variety of
forums to foster the exchange of ideas, experiences, and values. For example, in Leland, there were
conferences on international seafood trade, aquaculture innovations, and genetic impacts on wild
lish populations from farmed lIsh escapes. In short, the program offers U.S. citizens an opportunity
to further their understanding of issues and policies of international significance and experience

how other cultures endeavor lo resolve them.

U.S. sponsored fellowships such as the U.S. Fulbright Program are professionally and personally
rewarding. | hope that the Legislature recognizes and supports its fellow Alaskans' efforts to
pursue such opportunities by allowing them to do so without losing their residential status and

eligibility for a PFD disbursement.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely.

Dcmian A. Schane
836 Calhoun Avc
Juneau, AK 49801
907-463-5145
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House Bill 284
Sponsor Statement

Short Title: PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships

HB 284 acorects an imequity n our statutes regarding antow/adke:
absences far Permanent Fund Dividends CQurrent law provides far an
allondble absence for studeits who are ‘*Yeceivirg \ocatiael,
professiaal, or other spechic education on a Tl time besis farwhich, as
determire.” by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, a
comparable program snot reasonably aailable ntre state” For some
reason, the above statutory language has been interpreted by regulation
1o exclude students who are participatang n an intermataaal educational
exchange under aU S Fulbnghi Sdolarship

The Rulbrigit Sdolar Program, \hidhwas signed into law by President
Truman N 1946. issponsored by the Unirted States Department of State
Bureau of Educational and Quktural Affairs Every >ear e program
sends 800 sdolars and 1 >fessicais chosen far tteir academe nerit
and leadership potenaal, lomore than 150 countries, where they lecture
or conduct researchm a wide variety of fields

Those chosen fTar the Futonght program represent Alaska and the Unirted
States m foreign countries an over the world  Grants are typcaly for
three months t one year | encourage you t suppon this b'n and
correct this inegalitym our current law

Aamduieos
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remains the purpose of the International scholarship program.* - Senator J.
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€ Rulbrfi ht Program alma tobring a Iltlam o m knowledge, a litdemom reason, and a Iitdemom
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peace and ftlendshlp." - J. Willian Fulbraght ) )

i 195, tarator J. Wallian Fullragt intrad ced a [l intte Uhited States
%&Mdmwmﬂe%dﬁmw prgEaty o
tre o koo grdw!!ﬁmgﬁtreed’ergacfSILUEBn

tre s ofe Qﬁl&idsuerce. ; n
On%e!iﬁe , Are Harry S. Truman siged tte il o by, ad
dWrtam Rh%gmﬁ i Board (FB) wes arested by

tosxﬁgseﬂe Program. 12%@11, gyomnted by

The Fulaig ®US. Progranslmﬂ%%_tﬂu.s. edae progran
Sl O b o o e I Bt e ot
i grd.ete stidy, resad, ad
l\;\lgrds 'alt]altelyl andliy z;mﬁeLtjgffsuw ad qeerales
gpoar , X n : m
ethn 1mungrsml%?a£
_ Snce tree taidnatoftte Program, nore tten 45,000 stucits frantte
Uhited Stietes ard 148,000 stuosnts fron otrer antriesshave berefited frontre

gt ree.
exoonicad dRual rHittios, edae erbarkon pgjemrs
motaetUe )&alveliére(ftrem‘lggila"lmia‘ls

_US. 4 alumi lleanatare %mlésnsard
%ﬁdas.,gt.cr\]dnum ow Frilp‘&g. m&’ga’Raree
Heming adecnanst Shigts*r* anong roteble gatss.

= Franes oo, me FulrtgtProgranhes fostarad ilbiad ke s as
m which atrer cantriesand govermatsvworkwithttre U.Stoset

RAresicit JdnF Kemmedy

sgstteRHgiEKasAt

mto by, 1961

poREr ad dge the Progran tomest arad reas. 'I*remcﬂngtbeentraslhnqjm_erwirgobcmbs utte

fudar ral pradeor narsicd partadmprereds attecareCftte Ru

o ghtmissin



\] ABOUT - U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Page location: http://us.fultxightonline.oro/about us.htjnl

Lmler po % Ines eﬂdjléf%d%al ﬁea)%\gn%%u %%g%fﬁﬂs @ adin cnxsgtcn !%

bretica ssms/FaniaﬁmsardRhlc Irs Sedias of US. Eressies
Asﬁeainnslran\ea’deeaﬂ\eamdﬁeﬁjmgﬂﬂogaﬂﬂeamwmsﬁsmreq:xrsblrlyfdim jon of
bdﬁlﬁ:ﬁst aﬁrrdescbusasmfmérjgdlo@astomﬂamu g countries. ides
estd:ilshad Ih. 1n/y|budlL Faegp Sdhdarship Boad aso hdds prinary resparsihlity for the administration
ngnoHao.  Mganizatias: The Bureaus cotnbution to the
Futngﬁ In 2CD6 amned to 81846 million

Withina US. Eriessy aolced (the Post), exdange progamadivties arc the resparsihlity of a Puldlic Affairs Officer
(PAO)craCuIturaIAffalrs cer (O)AO) Atleastcredtrmed’ﬁoerssarrenber %ochlnanonal Commission

and nainains liasonwith Je Gammssananpd metters on behalf of the Bureau In countries without a
(Irmmﬁeﬁﬂodcﬂomnstasﬁeaixm %gaanr}e

http://us.fulbrxghtonune.org/thinking_eligibility .html

Pagaloceﬂm huyYusfuIbnghlvnl reofg’about pfograndesignhimd

TH. US STUDEN PROGRAM

k Anards gatsto US dtizens indl fidds of stiudy

W Querates mnore than 140 countries warldnicke

Anare- norettan 1,400 gatsto US. studants to siudy oersees

Cifers ane acadaic year of study, research, or teadhing assistantship eqoerience
Prqedsrraylrdubmvervtyausevnk independant library or fidd researdhy, or prdfessiadl training inthe

. Refelmoewll to candidates who have nat hed exensive recant exqoenience aorced (e<xduding recant
sng}m aoroad), epeadlly b the country of godlications ( E

THEUS STUDENT PROGRAM IS DESIGNED FCR

Recart BABS

Mester's, and dodioral candicetes

Yourg prafessiardls, induding wiiters, joumdlisti. and those in lawe business, and other prafessiardl fidds
Atitsard nutKians


http://us.fultxiqhtonllne.oro/about
http://us.fulbrxghtonune.org/thinking_eligibility.html

Representative M ike Hawker

- Alaska State Legislature

VoUfw

Sutc Capitol . - Chaii rman

Juneau. AK 'WHOI To: “epl esentatne B_Ob Lyrn: I

«i74654949 direvi House State Affairs Cormittee

Him 47X 4950 loll fiec

w07 4654974 fax From: Represertative Mike Hawker
Interim Date: January 16. 2008

N\&Aame

Anchorage. AK 99501 Re: House Hill 284

‘k|7 2694)244 ollktf
907 :w 024K fax

I request ttet House Bill 284, which woulo add the Fulbrigt

Ulf]imelimeamm it Scholar Program to tre Istc alloneblle absences far Permanent
lealleHid Fund Dividends, be schedulled fora hearing inthe House State
A \dloialie Affairs Conmittee at your earliest covenience.
Ihmu- Pun™* 132:
I Ra The Rulbright sthe largesst U.S. intermataaal exchange program,
gd-}\?@ allomng students, scholar and professionals 1o pursue graduate
o study, advanced research and teaching goportunities abroed.
Brl Scholars are sponsored by the United Stattes Department of State s
Illlll<axd Bureau of Eoucational and Qutural Affairs ana represant our state
% and country nmmore than 140 foreigh countries
Slﬁﬁrk Attached you willl fird the aurrent version of the falll, a sponsor

statement and some background naterials. Please feel free o
contactme. ormy lagislatne aice. Ul Ludky, ifyou need any
addraaal ~Mormation.
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