


IO U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O I
* •*

Date or Committee A ction:_____ !  ^_____

The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 284

HOUSE BILL NO. 284 PFD ALLOWABLE ABSENCE: FELLOWSHIPS

"An Act relating to participation in certain student fellowships as an allowable absence from the state for 
purposes o f eligibility for permanent fund dividends; and providing for an effective date."

Recommends it be replaced with [ ] HCS or [ ] CS for_____________________________________(_________ )
Fo r Senate B ills  with new title: [ ] Technical Title [  /  New Title: HCR___________ [ ] Same Title t ] New Title

[ ] attach amendments
f ] add new referral t o ______________Committee
( ) Letter of Intent____________ Committee

(7)
Date Referred to Committee: January 15,2008 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance



Before the State Affairs Committee, Alaska State Legislature
Written testimony o f Dcmian A. Schane in support o f HB 284 (PFD Allowable Absences: 

Fellowships)

January 24,2008

Dear Committee Members:

My name is Demian Schane, and I am a resident o f Juneau, Alaska. I currently work for the 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, but I would like to make clear that I give this 
testimony as an individual and on my own behalf. I do not represent the views o f my agency or the 
federal government.

I applaud the efforts o f Representative I lawkcr and urge all legislative staff to support MB 284. I 
believe it is important, and the current PFD statute already docs this lo a certain extent, to support 
residents who leave the State for educational purposes or to serve the country and State (e.g., to 
serve in the military, in Congress, in the U.S. Peace Corps, or on the U.S. Olympic Team). The 
proposed amendment adds one more excusable absence that I believe is a worthy one.

[•very year, a handful o f Alaskans arc offered fellowship opportunities to live abroad in the pursuit 
of educational and/or vocational training. I personally spent 10 months in Iceland on a U.S. 
Fulbright grant studying the European Union’s mechanisms for regulating escapes from farm 
lishing operations. It was a uniquely rewarding experience and an honor and privilege to represent 
the U.S. and Alaska in Iceland.

The Fulbright Program is funded through the U.S. Department o f State ind it promotes a eultrrul 
and educational exchange program in numerous foreign countries. The grantees can enroll in a 
foreign university or conduct research independently under the auspices o f a university or 
professional organization. During the grant period, grantees will typically meet with the staff o f  the 
U.S. embassy and the host country’s counterparts. The host country may also offer a variety of 
forums to foster the exchange o f  ideas, experiences, and values. For example, in Leland, there were 
conferences on international seafood trade, aquaculture innovations, and genetic impacts on wild 
lish populations from farmed llsh escapes. In short, the program offers U.S. citizens an opportunity 
to further their understanding o f issues and policies o f international significance and experience 
how other cultures endeavor lo resolve them.

U.S. sponsored fellowships such as the U.S. Fulbright Program are professionally and personally 
rewarding. I hope that the Legislature recognizes and supports its fellow Alaskans' efforts to 
pursue such opportunities by allowing them to do so without losing their residential status and 
eligibility for a PFD disbursement.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely.
Dcmian A. Schane 
836 C alhoun Avc 
Juneau, AK 49801 
907-463-5145
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House Bill 284 
Sponsor Statement

Short Title: PFD Allowable Absence: Fellowships

HB 284 corrects an inequity in our statutes regarding aitov/abk* 
absences for Permanent Fund Dividends Current law provides for an 
allowable absence for students who are ’receiving vocational, 
professional, or other specfic education on a full time basis for which, as 
determine.' by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education, a 
comparable program is not reasonably available in the state” For some 
reason, the above statutory language has been interpreted by regulation 
to exclude students who are participating in an international educational 
exchange under a U S Fulbnghi Scholarship

The Fulbright Scholar Program, .vhich was signed into law by President 
Truman in 1946. is sponsored by the United States Department of State 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Every >ear tiie program 
sends 800 scholars and i >fessionais chosen for their academe merit 
and leadership potential, lo more than 150 countries, where they lecture 
or conduct research m a wide variety of fields

Those chosen for the Futonght program represent Alaska and the United 
States m foreign countries an over the world Grants are typcaly for 
three months to one year I encourage you to suppon this b*n and 
correct this inequality m our current law

S*0ff Contact AAUCfty ASM *4 9 A a m d u ie o s
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A B O U T  •  F U L B R IG H T
Page location: fitULZ/uJ.fulbnahtonl'nc org/about html

"Fostering leadership, learning end empathy between cultures was and 
remains the purpose of the International scholarship program." - Senator J. 
William Fulbright

THE FULBRIGHT PROGRAM:

Is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Slate.
Is the largest U.S. international exchange program offering opportunities for 
students, scholars, and professionals to undertake international graduate study, 
advanced research, university teaching, and teaching in elementary and secondary 
schools worldwide.
Was established in 1946 by the U S Congress to ‘enable the government of the 
United States to increase mutual understanding between the people of the Jnited 
States and the people of other countries "
Awarded approximately six thousoi 1 grants m 2006. ar a cost of more than $23S 
rmeton, to U.S. students, teachers, professionals, and scholars to study, iexh, 
ecture, and conduct research m more than ISO countries, and to their foreign 
counterparts to engage in similar activities in the Uneed States
Receives Ms primary source of funding through an annual appropriation from Congress to the Department of State. 
NrtlOpaDng governments and host institutions m foreign countries, and in the tinted States, also contribute 
finenoetfy through cott-shenr<g and indirect support, e g . through salary supplements, tuition waivers, and 
university housing

William fulbright

In This Section

Program History
The ongrn and development of the ridbnght Program, outlining its m*ss*on and vision 

U.S. Department of f tato
The role of the U S Department of State m the Fu&tgM Program,

Program Design
The U S Student Program
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Page location:

e Fulbrfi ht Program alma to bring a llttla m o m  knowledge, a little m o m  reason, and a little m o m  
compassion Into wo*fd affairs, and themby to Increase the chance that nations will learn at last to live In 
peace and ft lendshlp." - J. William Fulbright

In 1945, t anator J. William Fulbright introduced a bill in the United States 
Congress that called for the use of proceeds from the sale of surplus war property to 
fund the *pror lotion of international good will through the exchange of students in 
the fields of et ucatlon, culture, and science.*

On AuguP I, 1946, President Harry S. Truman signed the bill into law, and 
Congress crea ed the Fulbright Program.

The J. Wit am Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) was created by 
Congress to supervise the Fulbright Program. This 12-mcmb«.r Board, appointed by 
the President t f the United States, works in cooperation with the Bureau af 
Educational an I Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State, binational Fulbright 
Commissions t id Foundations, and Public Affairs Sections of U.S. Embassies abroad, 
to administer t ie Program. The FSB sets policies and procedures for administration 
of the Fulbngh Program, has final authority for selection of all grantees, and 
supervises the ronduct of the program both in the United States and abroad. Click 
hcrc fcr a com.' tele hst of current f SB members.

The primer r source of funding for the Fulbright Program is an annual 
appropriation ft om Congress to the Department of State Participating governments 
and host institi uons in foreign countries, and in the United Stales, also contribute 
financially throi gh cost-sharing and indirect support, e.g., through salary 
supplements, t> mon waivers, and university ho- sing.

The Fulbrtg it U.S. Student Program is now the largest U.S. exchange program 
offering opporti mties for students and young professionals to undertake 
international gr duate study, advanced research, university teaching, and teaching 
in elementary a id secondary schools worldwide The U S. Student Program currently 
wards approxir lately 1,300 grants annually in all fields of study, and operates m 
e than 140 • ountncs worldwide
Smce the e tabiishment of the Program, more than 45,000 students from the 

United States ar d 148,000 students from other countries have benefited from the 
Fulbright expert nee.

The Fulbrtg) t Program has provided more than 250.000 participants, chosen for 
their leadership >otcntiai. with the opportumty to observe each others’ political, 
economic and ci Rural institutions, exchange ideas, and embark on joint ventures of 
importance to U e gcr.»eel welfare of the world’s inhabitants

U.S. Futortg' 4 Student alumni populate an entire range of profesuons and 
include heads of state, cabinet ministers, ambassadors. Members of Congress, 
judges, heads ol corporations, university presidents, journalist, artists, professors, 
and teachers. At .or John Uthgow Philip Otaae. opera singer Ranee
Fleming and ec nomst Joseph Slight* *r* among notable former grantees. President John F. Kennedy

signs the FuHv>ght-Kays Act 
• From es inception, me Fuibrtght Program has fostered bilateral relationships mto law, 1961

m which other countries and governments work with the U.S to set jomt
pnorRtei and shape the Program to meet shared needs. The world has been transformed m ensuing decades ut the 
fundamr nai principle of international partnership rema-ns at the core Of the Fulpnght mission

President Harry S. Truman 
signs the Fulbright Act into 

law. 1946.

r
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The united States Ucpartmfint_oLStale's Bureau_vf_EducfltiQnflLflnjLCialturaJ Affairs (£CA) sponsors the Fulbright Program 
under policy guidelines established by the ). William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (FSB) and in cooperation with 
binationai Fulbrtg..; Commissions/Foundations and Public Affairs Sections of U.S. Embassies abroad.
As the administrative and executive arm of the Fulbright Program, the Bureau has fiscal responsibility for the preparation of 
an annual budget request to Congress and makes decisions on funding allocations to participating countries. Under policies 
established by the JLWllh.jn/ylbughL Foreign Scholarship Board, ECA also holds primary responsibility for the administration 
of the Program, together with the assista-cc of cooperating non-pro. Mganizations. The Bureau's contribution to the 
Fulbright Program in 2006 amounted to S 184.6 million.
Within a U.S. Embassy ab'oad (the Post), exchange program activities arc the responsibility of a Public Affairs Officer 
(PAO) or a Cultural Affairs Officer (CAO). At least one of these officers is a member of the local Binationai Commission 
and maintains liaison with J>e Commission on policy and program matters on behalf of the Bureau. In countries without a 
Commission, the PAO or CAO administers the educational exchange program

h t t p : / / u s . f u l b r x g h t o n u n e .o r g / t h i n k i n g _ e l i g i b i l i t y . h t m l
Page location: http̂ /us.fulbnghlvni're.ofg/about pfogramdcsign.html

TH. U.S. STUDEN PROGRAM:

k Awards grants to U.S. citizens in all fields of study
W Operates m more than 140 countries worldwide
• Aware- more t.tan 1,400 grants to U.S. students to study overseas
• Offers one academic year of study, research, or teaching assistantship experience
• Projects may include univervty course work, independent library or field research, or professional training in the 

arts.
• Preference will be given to candidates who have not had extensive recent experience abroad (excluding recent 

undergraduate study abroad), especially b. the country of applications

THE U.S. STUDENT PROGRAM IS DES1GNE0 FOR:

• Recent BA/BS graduates,
• Master’s, and doctoral candidates
• Young professionals, including writers, journalist i. and those in law. business, and other professional fields
• Artists and mutKians

http://us.fultxiqhtonllne.oro/about
http://us.fulbrxghtonune.org/thinking_eligibility.html
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To: Representative Bob Lynn, Chairman 
House State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Mike Hawker 

Date: January 16. 2008 

Re: House Bill 284

I request that House Bill 284, which woulo add the Fulbright 
Scholar Program to the list cf  allowable absences for Permanent 
Fund Dividends, be scheduled for a hearing in the House State 
Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience.

The Fulbright is the largest U.S. international exchange program, 
allowing students, scholar and professionals to pursue graduate 
study, advanced research and teaching opportunities abroad. 
Scholars are sponsored by the United States Department of State s 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs ana represent our state 
and country in more than 140 foreign countries

Attached you will find the current version of the bill, a sponsor 
statement and some background materials. Please feel free to 
contact me. or my legislative aide. Juli Lucky, if you need any 
additional ̂formation.

I

n  j» m l l r . l u M l u t b l r ) ; H . v U l r . l k . i i v  • xxxxxx A r i - |u i l  lu  j i i » . . r g \ l u w L  r ‘v


