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A m endm ent ftl (C o g h ill)
Page 4 L ine  9 and 10 alter the word service delete o r because a leg is la to r left the leg is la tu re  
Page 4 L ine  10 after the word employee delete o r leg is la to r

A m endm ent #2 (D o ll) W ithdrawn

C o nceptua l A m endm ent ft3 (D o ll)
Replace the word “ person”  w ith the term “ registered voter" where it applies to the filing  ol a 
com plaint in the applicable sections o f C S H B  281 (S T A )2 5 -L S 1 1 1 5 \M . 11 ere are the ureas we 
identified but you be the final judge:

Page 2 L in e  18 
Page 3 L ine  13 
Page 3 L ine  23 
Page 4 Line  15 
Page 4 Line 25 
Page 5 L ine  4
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(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
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DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M EM O R A N D U M January 18 ,2008

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

C S H B  2 8 1 (S T A ) - D rafting  issues

Representative Bob Lynn
C h a ir o f the House State A ffa irs  Com mittee
Attn: M ike S ica

Alpheus Bullard  
Leg isla tive  Counsel

T h is  memorandum accompanies the State A ffa irs  Com mittee Substitute for House B ill 
281 you requested.

T h e  substitute you requested contained a provision amending A S  2 4 .6 0 .170(a). The 
amendment requires the committee to consider a com plaint alleging a violation o f 
A S  24 .60 i f  the alleged v io lation  occurred w ith in  live  years before the date the complaint 
is filed. A S  2 4 .6 0 .1 70(n) requires that the committee d ism iss a complaint filed agu.nst a 
person employed by the leg islative branch i f  the person terminates legislative service. 
M embers o f the legislature m av also not be in o ffice  when the com plaint is filed.

You  have asked that I add the sentence ”[t)he time limitations o f this subsection do not 
bar proceedings against a person who intentionally prevents discovery> o f a violation o f  
this chapter” (from  A S  2 4 .6 0 .170(a) to A S  15 .13 .380(b)). A s noted above, 
A S  24 .60 .170(a) governs com plaints filed with the Select Com m ittee on Leg islative 
Eth ics w h ile  A S  15 .13 .380(b) speaks to adm inistrative com plaints filed w ith  the A laska  
Public O ffices Com m ission . 1 have added the sentence, but please be aware that it is 
unclear what the legal effect o f its addition to A S  15.13.380(b) might be. The  history o f 
A S  24 .60 .170(a) is silen t as to any previous interpretation and the sentence does not 
invoke any legal standard o f  proof, creating the possibility that any person who filed 
incorrectly could be held to have "intentionally prevented] discovery o f a violation o f  
///|t’ | chapter” Such an interpretation would operate to dispense with the statute o f 
lim itations for the filin g  o f  adm inistrative com plaints altogether. Y o u  might consider 
amending the sentence to read time limitations of this subsection do not bar
proceedings against a person who the commission finds willfully prevents discovery of a 
violation o f this chapter, such a finding by the commissioner must be based on clear and 
convincing evidence. "



Representative Bob Lynn  
January 18, 2008 
Page 7

The provisions o f  the substitute you requested would have become retrospectively 
applicable to alleged violations and records required to be retained. In this draft the 
applicability o f these provisions is not retroactive.

You r draft serves to increase the statute o f lim itations for the filing  o f  administrative 
complaints w ith the A laska  Public O ffices Com m ission. Please be aware that these 
extended statutes o f  lim itation for the filing  o f  com plaints alleging violations o f A S  15.13 
do not serve to amend the existing law pertaining to crim inal prosecution o f  related 
election law vio lations. A S  15.56,130 provides:

A  prosecution for an offense described in A S  15.05 - A S  15.60 (A laska  
Election Code) m ay not be maintained unless it is begun w ith in  one year 
after the date o f the election in connection with which the offense is 
alleged to have been committed (emphasis added).

I f  you would like  this provision amended in a subsequent draft, or i f  you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

T L A B :m e d  
08-02 Lined

Enclosure
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(n ) The  committee shall d ism iss a com plaint against a person employed by the legislative branch o f  
government i f  the person terminates legislative service. The committee may in its- discretion dism iss a 
com plaint against a form er member o f the legislature whether the complaint u'as filed before or after the 
former member departed from the legislature.
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Relevant Statutes

C a m p a i g n  F i n a n c e  C o m p l a i n t s

S e c .  1 5 . 1 4 . 0 4 0 ( 0  C o n t r i b u t io n s ,  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  a n d  s u p p l y i n g  o f  

s e r v i c e s  to  b e  r e p o r t e d .

S e c .  1 5 .1 3 .3 8 0 ( b )  V i o l a t i o n s ;  l im i t a t i o n s  o n  a c t io n s .

S e c .  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( a )  P r o c e e d in g s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;  l i m i t a t i o n s .  

R e c o m m e n d a t io n  to  a d d  to  S e e .  1 5 .1 3 .3 8 0 ( b )

S e c .  2 4 . 4 5 . 1 1 1 ( a )  P r e s e r v a t io n  o f  r e c o r d s .

S e e .  2 4 .4 5 .1 3 1  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s t a t e m e n t s ,  r e p o r t s .

S e e .  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0  P r o c e e d in g s  b e f o r e  th e  c o m m it t e e .  L i m i t a t i o n s .

S e e .  3 9 .5 0 .1 0 0  E n f o r c e m e n t  b y  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s .

A d d i t i o n a l  r e l e v a n t  s t a t u t e s

S e e .  1 5 .5 6 .1 3 0  T i m e  l im i t a t i o n .

S e e .  2 4 . 6 0 . 1 7 0 ( h ) P r o c e e d in g s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;  l im i t a t i o n s .

S e e .  2 4 .4 5 .1 4 1  C i v i l  p e n a l t y ;  L a t e  r e g i s t r a t io n ,  f i l i n g  o r  r e q u i r e d  

s t a t e m e n t s  o r  r e p o r t s .
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C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 281 (S T A )

IN  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F A L A S K A

T W E N T Y - F IF T H  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO NB Y  T H E  H O U S E  S T A T E  A F F A IR S  C O M M IT T E E
Offered:

Referred:Sponsor(s): R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  L Y N N  A N D  G A T T O

25-LS11 I t * ' ] |  
Bullard I 
1/18/OS

WORK DRAFT

A B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

"A n  A ct re la tin g  to the A la ska  Pub lic  O ffices C o m m iss io n ; re la ting  to the Select 

Com m ittee on L e g is la t ive  E th ic s ; re lating  to p u b lic  o ffic ia ls ' f in a n c ia l d isclo su re ; 

re la ting  to ce rta in  reco rds requ ired  to be kept by businesses, persons, or groups that 

p rovide certa in  se rv ices , fa c ilit ie s , or supplies to a can d id ate  or group invo lved  in a state 

election; re la ting  to records o f the reports req u ired  o f candidates, g roups, nongroup 

entities, or persons u n d er A S  15.13; re la ting  to reco rds req u ired  to be kept by certa in  

lobbyists and persons w ho em ploy, re ta in , o r con tract fo r  the services o f lob b yists; and 

p rovid ing  fo r an e ffective  date ."

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. A S  15 .13 .040 (0  is amended to read:

(0  A n  [D U R IN G  E A C H  Y E A R  IN W H IC H  AN  E L E C T IO N  O C C U R S , 

A L L ]  businesses, persons, or groups that furnish any o f the fo llow ing services,

-1-
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E  1 0  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]

CSHB 281(STA)
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fac ilit ie s , or supplies to a candidate or group shall maintain a record o f each 

transaction fo r a period o f six ye a rs  from  the date of the e lection : newspapers, 

radio, te levision , advertising, advertising agency services, accounting, billboards, 

f  Tntir secretarial, public opinion polls, or research and professional campaign 

consultation or management, media production or preparation, or com puter services. 

Records o f  provision o f services, fac ilit ie s , or supplies shall be availab le for inspection 

by the com m ission.

*  See. 2 . A S  15.13 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec . 15.13.111. P rese rva tio n  o f reco rds, (a ) Each candidate, group, nongroup 

entity, or person required to report under this chapter shall preserve all records 

necessary to substantiate information required to be reported under th is chapter for a 

period o f  s ix  years from the date o f  the election for which the inform ation was 

required to be reported.

(b ) Information preserved under (a) o f this section must be made availab le for 

inspection by the commission.

* Sec. 3 . A S  15 .13.380(b) is amended to read:

(b ) A  member o f the com m ission, the commission's executive director, or a 

person who believes a violation o f  this chapter or a regulation adopted under this 

chapter has occurred or is occurring m ay file an adminisu Mvc com plaint with the 

com m ission w ith in  five years [O N E  Y E A R ]  after the date o f the alleged violation. I f  a 

member o f  the commission has filed the com plaint, that member m ay not participate 

as a com m issioner in any proceeding o f  the com m ission with respect to the complaint. 

The com m ission m ay consider a com plaint on an expedited basis or a regular basis. 

T h e  tim e lim ita tio n s o f this subsection do not b a r  proceedings against a person

V
who in ten tio n a lly  prevents d isco very  o f a v io lation  o f th is chap te r.

* Sec. 4. A S  2 4 .4 5 .1 1 1(a) is amended to read:

(a) A  person required to register or report as a lobbyist o r as a person who 

em ploys, re ta in s , o r contracts fo r the services o f a lobbyist shall preserve all 

accounts, b ills , receipts, books, papers, and documents necessary to substantiate the 

reports required to be made and filed under this chapter for a period o f  at least six  

years [O N E  Y E A R ]  Tom the date o f  the filing  o f the report containing these items.

CSHB 281 (STA) -2-
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  I  D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D I
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These accounts, b ills , receipts, books, papers, and other documents shall oe made 

availab le for inspection by the com m ission, or members o f  its staff, at any time. I f  a 

lobbyist is required under the terms o f the lobbyist's employment contract to tvm any 

records over to the em ployer, responsib ility for the preservation o f these records under 

this section rests w ith t'.e employer.

* Sec. 5. A S  24.45.131(a) is amended to read:

(a) The com mission or its s ta ff shall exam ine each statement or report filed 

under this chapter w ith in  10 days after the date it is filed . A  person required to file a 

statement or report under this chapter shal' be notified im m ediately i f

(1 ) it appears that the person has failed to file  a statement or report as 

required by law or that the statement or report filed does not conform to the 

requirements o f this chapter; or

(2) a written complaint is filed with the com m ission by any person 

[Q U A L IF IE D  V O T E R ]  alleging that a statement or report filed with the commission 

does not conform to the requirements o f  this chapter, or to the truth, or that a person 

subject to the provisions o f  this chapter has failed to file  a statement or report in the 

manner prescribed by this chapter.

*  Sec. 6. A S  24.45.131 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) I f  a member o f the com m ission or a member o f its sta ff files a complaint, 

that member o f the com m ission or member o f  its s ta ff m ay not participate in any 

proceeding o f the com m ission relating to the complaint.

* See. 7. A S  24.45 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 24 .45 .135. A d m in is tra t ive  com pla in ts , (a ) A  person, including a 

member o f the com mission or the commission's executive director, m ay file  a written 

com plaint alleging that a vio lation o f A S  24.45.121 - 24.45.171 has occurred or is 

occurring .

(b ) Com plaints filed under (a ) c f  this section must be filed w ithin five years 

after the date o f the alleged vio lation.

* Sec. 8. A S  24.60 .170(a) is amended to read:

(a ) The committee shall consider a complaint alleg ing a violation o f this 

chapter i f  the alleged vio lation occurred within five  [T W O ] years before the date that

-3- CSHB 281 (STA)
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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the complaint is filed w ith  the committee [A N D , W H E N  T H E  S U B J E C T  O F  T H E  

C O M P L A IN T  IS A  F O R M E R  M E M B E R  O F  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E , T H E  

C O M P L A IN T  IS  F I L E D  W IT H IN  O N E Y E A R  A F T E R  T H E  S U B J E C T ’S 

D E P A R T U R E  F R O M  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E ] .  The committee m ay not consider a 

complaint filed against a ll members o f the 'egislature, against all members o f one 

house o f the legislature, or against a person employed by the legislative branch o f 

government after the person has terminated leg islative service. H ow ever, the

committee may reinstitute proceedings concerning a com plaint that was closed
1 \ si ' • < /

because a former em ployee terminated legislative service or-beGause-a legislator left
/‘a*-1 a*i/<i f a /

the-4egislat«fe i f  the former employee e^-leg slator resumes legislative service, 

whether as an em ployee or a legislator, w ithin five  [T W O ] years after the alleged 

violation. The time lim itations o f this subsection do not bar proceedings against a 

person who intentionally prevents d iscovery o f a violation o f  this chapter.

* Sec. 9. A S  24 60 is amended by adding a new section to rei d.

Sec. 24 .60 .255 . A d m in is t ative com p la in ts , (a ) A  person, includ ing a 

member o f the A laska  Pub lic O ffices Com m ission or the com mission's e> mtive 

director, may file  a written complaint alleging a vio lation o f  A S  24 .60.200 - 24 .60 .260 

has occurred or is occurring.

(b) Com plaints filed under (a) o f this section must be filed within five  years 

after the date o f  the alleged violation.

(c ) I f  a member o f  the A laska  Public O ffices Com m ission or a member o f  its 

sta ff files a com plaint, that member o f the com m ission or member o f its s ta ff m ay not 

participate in any proceeding o f the commission relating to the complaint.

*  Sec. 10. A S  39.50 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 39 .50 .055 . A d m in is tra t ive  co m p la ir .s. (a ) A  person, including a 

member o f the A laska  Pub lic O ffices Com m ission or the commission's executive 

director, may file  a written complaint alleging a vio lation o f  this chapter has occurred 

or is occurring.

(b) Com plaints filed under (a ) o f  this section must be filed w it in five  years 

after the date o f the alleged violation.

(c ) I f  a member o f  the A U ska  Public O ffices Com m ission or a member o f its

CSIIB 281(STA) -4-
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staff files a com plaint, that member o f the com m ission or member o f its s ta ff m ay not 

participate in any proceeding o f the com m ission relating to the complaint,

* Sec. 11. A S  39 .50 ,100 is amended to read:

Sec. 39 .50 .100. En fo rcem ent by p riva te  c itizens. A n y  person  [A

Q U A L IF IE D  A L A S K A  V O T E R ] m ay bring a c iv il action to enforce any o f  the

sections o f  this chapter.

* Sec. 12. A S  39 .50 .100 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b ) A n  action brought under (a) o f this section must be brought w ith in  five

years after the date o f  the alleged violation.

* Sec. 13. The uncodificd law o f the State o f A laska  is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

A P P L IC A B IL IT Y , (a ) A S  15 .13 .040(f), as amended by sec. 1 o f this A c t , applies to 

records o f transactions made on or after the effective date o f sec. 1 o f this Act.

(b) A S  15.13 .380(b), as amended by sec. 3 o f this A ct, applies to adm inistrative 

complaints alleging violations ol A S  15.13 or the regulations adopted under that chapter that 

occurred

( 1) w ithin one year before the effective date o f sec. 3 ol this A ct; or

(2 ) on or after the effective date o f sec. 3 o f this Act.

(c) A S  15 .13 .111, added by sec. 2 o f  this A ct. applies to records for elections cn or 

after the effective date o f  sec. 2 o f  this Act.

(d) A S  2 4 .4 5 .1 1 1(a), as amended by sec. 4 o f  this A ct, applies to reports required to 

be made and filed on or after the effective date o f  sec. 4 o f  this Act.

(c> A S  24 .45 .135 , added by sec. 7 o f  this A ct, applies to com plaints alleging 

violations o f A S  24.45.121 -24 .45 .171 that occur on or after the effective date o f  sec. 7 o f  this 

Act.

( I )  A S  24 .60 .170(a). as amended by sec. 8 o f  this A ct, applies to com plaints alleging 

violations o f A S  24 .60 that occurred

( 1) w ithin two years before the effective date o f  sec. 8 o f this A ct; or

(2 ) on or after the effective date o f  sec. 8 this A ct.

(g) A S  24 .60 .255 , added by sec. 9 o f  this A ct, applies to com plaints alleging

violations o f A S  24 .60 .200 - 24 .60 .260 that occur on or after the effective date o f sec. 9 o f  this

-5- CSHB 281(STA)
N o w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  (D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]
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2 || (h) A S  39 .50 .055 , added by sec. 10 o f this A ct, applies to com plaints alleging a

3 || vio lation o f A S  39 .50  on or after the effective date o f sec. 10 o f this Act.

4 || ( i)  A S  39 .50 .100 , as amended by secs. 11 and 12 o f this A ct, applies to actions

5 || alleging vio lations o f  A S  39.50 that occur on or after the effective date o f secs. 11 and 12 o f

6 || this Act.

7 || *  Sec. 14. The  uncodified law  o f the State o f A laska  is amended by adding a new section to

8 || read:

9 || T R A N S IT IO N : R E G U L A T IO N S . The A laska Public O ffices Com m ission may 

10 || im m ediately adopt regulations as are necessary to implement the changes made by this Act.

The  regulations take effect under A S  44.62 (Adm in istrative Procedure A ct), but not before

12 || January 1, 2009.

13 || *  Sec. 15. Section 14 o f this A ct takes effect im m ediately under A S  01 .10 .070 (c).

14 || *  Sec. 16. Excep t as provided in sec. 15 o f  this A ct, this Act takes effect January 1, 2009.

1

CSHB 28I(STA) -6-
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Chairman
Stale Affairs Commillcc

ce-Chairman
Economic Development, Trade & Tourism 

Committee

Member
Judiciary Committee
Joint Armed Services Committee

finance Subcommittees
Corrections
Labor and Workforce Development 
Military and Veterans' Affairs 
Public Safety

A Communication From
REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN 

D is tr ic t  31 A nchorage

E-M ail: Representative Bob_Lynn@legis state,ak.us 
“ Boh Lyn n ’ s A laska Blog”  RepBobLynnBIog.com

Session: 
Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Phone (907)465-4931 
Fas.(907)465-4316 

Toll Free: (800) 870-4391

Interim:
7l6W.4lh Ave, #650 

Anchorage. AK 99501-2133

Phone: (907) 269-0205 
Fax: (907) 269-0207

H B  2 8 1  S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
\n Act extending the statute of limitations for the filing of complaints with 

the Alaska Public Offices Commission involving state election campaigns.”

House Bill 281 strengthens oversight o f the state’s campaign finance laws by 
empowering the Alaska Public Offices Commission to conduct more thorough 
investigations o f alleged violations over a longer period of time. It extends the 
statute of limitations for rev iewing complaints from one year to five years.

This measure reverses legislation passed in 2003, which rolled back the time limit 
for investigations from four years to one year, l'he current one-year limit puts 
APOC under unreasonable and unrealistic time constraints in its role as an 
important government watchdog. I IB 281 helps unleash APOC to once again act in 
a deliberate and proactive manner. It allows APOC enough time to “dig deeper" in 
its investigations, as the public demands and deserves.

This bill is an important follow-up to the recent efforts to shore up the Foundation 
o f Trust between Alaskans and their government, which took a big step forward 
last year when the governor and the legislature passed a landmark ethics bill.

I IB 281 continues the process of restoring public faith in state government by 
allowing APOC to fulfill one o f its missions: “To encourage public confidence in 
their elected and appointed officials by administering Alaska’s disclosure statutes.”

Contact: M ike  Sica, 465-4965 J a n .14,20H8



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F i s c a l  N o te  N u m b e r :

Bill V e r s io n :
() P u b l i s h  D a le :

H B  281

Identifier (file name): 
Title

HB281-DOA-APOC-1-11-08
"An Act extending the statute of limitations"

AdministrationDept. Affectoug
R D U ________________________
Component AK Public Offices Commission

AK Public Offices Commission

Sponsor
Requester

Lynn and Gatto
House State Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

______Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

70

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

156.0 0.0 156.0 156.0 156.0 156.0 156.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
14.5 0.0 14.5 14.5 14.5 14.5 14.5
0.7 0.0 0.7 0.7 0.7 07 0.7
3.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 174.3 0.0 171.2 171.2 171 2 171.2 171.2

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

[CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 00 0.0 0.0 00 00 0.0 0 0
1004 GF 174.3 0.0 1 ' . j .0 156.0 156.0 156.0 1560
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0
Other Interagency Receipts 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 174.3 0.0 156.0 156.0 156.0 156.0 156.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: |______ 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 2.0 0.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0
Part-time 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Temporary 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
[ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate payo ilnocessaiy)
This bill will expand the statute of limitations for tiling complaints under the campaign disclosure law.

We are requesting funding for an additional investigator position, a paralegal position, and associated costs that will be 
dedicated to auditing and enforcement. Investigations into allegations of violations that occurred years ago are more 
complex. It is more difficult to establish facts and find and question witnesses.

Prepared by. Brooke Miles________________________________________   Phone 907-334-1726____
Division Alaska Public Offices Commission___________________________________  Date/Time 1/11/2008 3:05 p.m
A p p r o v e d  b y  K ev in  B r o o k s ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r __________________________________________________  D a t e  1 /1 1 / 2 0 0 3 ___________

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n is t r a t io n __________________________________________________________

{Rovuou 11/19/7007 OMBI P a g e  1 o f  1



Table 1: Selected States’ Statutes of Limitations for Filing Complaints 
Related to Campaign Finance Violations

State C ita tion Time L im it fo r F iling C om p la in t

da ska AS § 15.13.380 One year from the date of the violation.

Co lorado CRS § 16-5-401
I

Three years from Ihe date of the election in which the 
violation took place.

1 lorida FS § 105.25 Two years from the date of the? violation.

i

Georgia OCGA § 21-5-13

Within three years of a violation involving any person 
[elected to serve for a term of two years; within five 
i years of a alleged violation involving any person elected 
to serve for a term of four or more years.

M innesota MS § 211B.32

Within one year of the violation, except that if the act or 
failure to act involves fraud, concealment, or 
misrepresentation that could not be discovered during 
that one-year period, the complaint may be filed with 
the office within one year after the violation was 
discovered.

Ohio ORC § 3517.157

Within two years of the violation, except that if the act 
or failure to act involves fraud, concealment. * 
misrepresentation and was not discoveied di 'hat 
two-year period, a complaint may be filed w . one 
year after discovery of such act or failure to act.

T as Texas Ethics Comm. 
Rule § 12.5

Violation must have occurred within three years of the 
date the complaint is filed or the date the commission 
votes to initiate a preliminary review of a matter.

W ashington RCWA § 42.17.410 Five years from the date of the violation occurred

Notes: W>lh !he exceplion of Texas, the states listed are those w ith statulory lime lirhtations lor filing complaints 
thal we weie reiidily able lo locale We located Ihe rules of the Texas Ethics Commission through a statutory 
relerence We believe this table is best inlerpreied as a sample oI stales' positions on the topic 
Sources: Lexis online database ol state statutes. Texas Ethics Commssion w ebsite 
http , www ethics state tx us/legal/rules him

I hope you find this information to be useful Piease do not hesilale lo contact us if you have 
questions or need additional information.

Lec-isla jive Research Re poproe 019
Time limitations on Filing Complaints eor Violations of Campaign Finance Laws

S e p t e m b e r t 7. 2007— P a g e 4



HB 281 Relevant Statutes

S e c . 1 5 .1 3 .3 8 0 .  V io la t io n s :  l im it a t io n s  o n  a c t io n s .

(a) P ro m p t ly  a l t e r  th e  f in a l  d a te  fo r  T ilin g  s t a te m e n t s  a n d  re p o r t s  
u n d e r  t h is  c h a p t e r ,  th e  c o m m is s io n  s h a l l  n o t ify  a l l  p e r s o n s  w h o  h a v e  
b e c o m e  d e l in q u e n t  in  f i l in g  th e m , in c lu d in g  c o n t r ib u t o r s  w h o  fa ile d  to file  
a  s t a te m e n t  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  A S  1 5 .1 3 .0 4 0  . a n d  s h a l l  m a k e  a v a i la b le  
a  l i s t  o f  th o s e  d e l in q u e n t  f i le r s  fo r  p u b lic  in s p e c t io n . T h e  c o m m is s io n  
s h a l l  a ls o  re p o r t  to  th e  a t to rn e y  g e n e ra l th e  n a m e s  o f  a l l  c a n d id a t e s  in  a n  
e le c t io n  w h o s e  c a m p a ig n  t r e a s u r e r s  h a v e  fa ile d  to  file  th e  re p o r t s  
r e q u ire d  b y  t h is  c h a p t e r .

(b) A  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n , th e  c o m m is s io n 's  e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r , 
o r  a  p e r s o n  w h o  b e lie v e s  a  v io la t io n  o f  t h is  c h a p t e r  o r  a  r e g u la t io n  
a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h is  c h a p t e r  h a s  o c c u r re d  o r  is  o c c u r r in g  m a y  f ile  a n  
a d m in is t r a t iv e  c o m p la in t  w it h  th e  c o m m is s io n  w it h in  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  th e  
d a te  o f th e  a lle g e d  v io la t io n . I f  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n  h a s  f ile d  th e  
c o m p la in t ,  t h a t  m e m b e r  m a y  n o t  p a r t ic ip a te  a s  a  c o m m is s io n e r  in  a n y  
p ro c e e d in g  o f  th e  c o m m is s io n  w it h  re s p e c t  to th e  c o m p la in t .  T h e  
c o m m is s io n  m a y  c o n s id e r  a  c o m p la in t  o n  a n  e x p e d ite d  b a s is  o r  a  r e g u la r  
b a s is .
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Campaign law violations past APOC's scope

FBi investigations show state agency needs more authority, 
legislators say

An F B I  investigation into corruption in the A laska  Legislature has turned up 
numerous instances o f v io lations o f the state's campaign finance law s that 
w ill not be prosecuted.

Those im plicated, includ ing former V E C O  Corp. owner B i l l  A lle n , won't 
even be investigated, said Brooke M iles , executive director o f the A laska  
Pub lic O ffices  Com m ission .

$

The A laska  Legislature shortened the statute o f lim itations for pursuing such 
campaign finance vio lations to one year, according to M iles.

"The bundling o f  cam paign donations, the g iving o f illegal campaign 
contributions ... a ll those things arc beyond our scope because o f  the statute 
o f lim itations," M iles said.

M iles said she plans to seek more authority for the com m ission to go back 
and prosecute vio lations.

"B v  the time I read them (in  the federal indictment) they were already beyoi.d 
the statute o f  lim itations," she said.

One allegation made in court tilings so far was that contributions were made 
to one person to be passed on to another to m islead A P O C  about where the 
money was com ing from . Another was that V E C O  reimbursed a top 
executive's campaign donations made at A llen 's behest.

Form er House M inority  Leader Ethan B erkow itz , D-Anchorage, an 
outspoken critic  o f  the e th ic a l. tandards o f  the Legislature, said he didn't 
know how the statute o f  lim itations was shortened, but said there were efforts 
at about that time to weaken oversight o f  campaign finance laws.

"1 know there were efforts around then to gut A P O C ,"  he said.

M iles said when the com m ission meets in Anchorage on Thursday and 
F rid ay , she'll request a longer time to go after violations.

http://juneaueinpire.com/cgi-binyprintit2000.pl 1/15/2008

http://juneaueinpire.com/cgi-binyprintit2000.pl
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"I intend to recommend the com m ission seek to revise that statutory language 
to four years ," she said.

m
She said she would on ly ask tor four years because memories faltered and 
obtaining documents becomes more d iff icu lt as time passes.

House R u les Com m ittee Chairm an Rep. John C oghill, R-North Pole, was one 
o f  the leaders in ethics reform  in the Legislature last year. He said he's be 
open to that request, a lter what the public has learned from the F B I 
investigation.

"I think we should be able to give a good rational answer about w hy it is so 
short," C ogh ill said o f  the statute o f lim itations.

He said it in it ia lly  appeared to him that the minimum time period should be a 
two-year election cyc le , and perhaps longer.

B erko w itz  said he'll support a longer statute o f lim itations, but A P O C  may 
need m ore done to it than that.

"1 think there needs to be an audit o f A P O C 's  functions," lie said. "I think we 
need to see i f  they have the statutory authority and the resources to do their
job ."

• Coghill said the ongoing corruption trials indicate that enforcement o f 
campaign finance rules in the state need to be more proactive, but said the 
com m ission could do that.

"B rooke (M ile s ) has said 'give me the tools and I'll be proactive,"' Coghill 
said

G ov. Sarah Palin included money for an A P O C  investigator in her first 
budget as governor, and the I egislature approved the cxpenditi re.

M iles recently announced that former A laska  journalist Je f f  Berliner had been 
hired to till that job .

B erkow itz  said that was not enough.

"I know people are touting the fact that they've added an investigator, but all 
they've done is put an investigator back in after they took it out." he said.

• Contact Pat Forgey at 523-2250 or patriek.forgey@juneaueMiipire.com.
C lic k  here to return to story:
http ://www.juneauem pire.com /stories.001207/sta 20070912007.shtml

http://juneauempire.com/cgi-bin/printit2000.pl 1/15/2008
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APOC in v e s t ig a t in g  VECO

by Steve MacDonald 
Monday, Sept. 24, 2007

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — The Alaska Public Offices Commission, 
the agency that enforces state campaign finance laws, says it will 
investigate a claim by the former owner of VECO Corp. that it 
bought dozens of public opinion polls for political candidates.

VECO apparently paid for the polls but never reported theAPOC says it will investigate a claim by . C ,. 7 ,  , . . ,  .
the former owner of veco Corp. that it transactions on campaign disclosure forms, a violation of state
bought dozens of public opinion polls for regulations, 

political candidates. (KTUU-TV)
During the Pete Kott bribery trial, former VECO owner Bill Allen 
claimed his company bought a public opinion poll for Kott's re- 
election campaign.

That revelation prompted a question from political watchdog Ray 
Metcalfe as to how many other candidates received the gift of a 
free poll.

"I think that our goal is to establish as many facts as we can 
regarding the polls that have been alleged that VECO undertook 
on behalf of candidates," APOC Director Brooke Miles said.

This morning, the Alaska Public Offices Commission held an 
emergency meeting.

It has decided to investigate whether any other candidates got 
the same kind of help from VECO or any other company.

But the commission’s investigation will have its limits,

"We can't go back further than a year for the purpose of 
ibe claim prompted a question from p o s in g  a civil penalty, but for the purpose of determining what
political watchdog Ray Metcalfe as to may have gone wrong with this whole polling information issue, I 

now many other candidates received the think we are free to go back further than that if we w ish,” Miles 
gift of a free poll. (KTUU-TV) sgjd

APOC Director Brooke Miles said it’s the 
commission’s goal to investigate the 

farts surrounding the allegations. (Scott 
Jensen/KTUU-TV)

That's because in 2003 the Legislature, at ti • 'rging of then 
Gov. F:rank Murkowski, reduced the statute limitations for how 
far back APOC could go when investigating a campaign violation. 
It was slashed from four years to one.

During his time in office, Murkowski made APOC a prime target 
for cutbacks.

ieff Berimer is apoc's new investigator. He got rid of the agency's lone investigator, along with a
lured by the Palm Administration. (Scott paralegal and another staffer, but that now has begun to change. Jensen/KTUU-TV) 3 3

http://ktuu.com/global/story.asp?s=7123236&C]ientType=:Printable 1/15/2008
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Jeff Berliner is APOC's new investigator, hired by the Palin 
Administration.

"Everybody is suspicious now. Alaska is even in the national 
spotlight and there is a climate of distrust and I hope we can turn 
that around," Berliner said.

Assistant Attorney General Dave Jones

And that will take time, but the Palin Administration believes 
beefing up APOC and the new ethics regulations put into place 
this summer will help.

says stricter regulations for candidates
win make contributions more Assistant Attorney General Dave Jones says stricter regulations transparent. (Scott Jensen/KTUUTV) ,  . . .  . ,, , t \for candidates will make contributions more transparent.

"I think the electronic filing requirement will help members of the public identify when there are 
potential problems and bring those to the attention of the APOC and perhaps push for some 
additional investigations," Jones said.

It's an agency that now has some teeth behind the regulations it’s supposed to enforce.

He says he's "delighted to hear that APOC is investigating," but is questioning the statute of 
limitations.

Metcalfe wants to know if the statute of limitations begins when a violation is committed or when 
it's discovered.

He believes the clock starts ticking when a violation is uncovered.

Contact Steve MacDonald a t stevem@ktuu.com

&  V*tortdNow
All content © Copyright 2000 - 2008 WorldNow ond KTUIJ. All Rights Re' erved.

For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms Of Service.
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O P I N I O N

A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  N e w s  ( A K )  - S e p te m b e r  2 5 . 2 0 0 7  
Author: S ta f f

O n ly  1 y e a r ?  S h o r t  l im it  o n  c a m p a ig n  la w  c a s e s  le t s  v io la to r s  o f f  e a s i ly

T h e  V e c o  c o r r u p t io n  s c a n d a l  h a s  re v e a le d  a  s t u n n in g  lo o p h o le  in  
A la s k a 's  p o l i t ic a l  in te g r it y  la w s . C a n d id a t e s ,  c o rp o ra t io n s  a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  
v io la te  s ta te  c a m p a ig n  la w s  a p p a r e n t ly  g e t a  fre e  p a s s  i f  th e y  c a n  h id e  
t h e ir  o f fe n s e s  fo r  a  y e a r  a n d  a  d a y .

T h a t 's  b e c a u s e  th e  s t a te 's  c a m p a ig n  w a tc h d o g  a g e n c y  is  s a d d le d  w it h  a n  
a lm o s t  m ic r o s c o p ic  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  - - ju s t  o n e  y e a r  f ro m  th e  
i l le g a l a c t .

E v e n  i f  th e  i l le g a l a c t  is  d e te c te d  w it h in  a  y e a r ,  th e  A la s k a  P u b l ic  O f f ic e s  
C o m m is s io n  c a n  p u r s u e  o n ly  c iv i l  f in e s . I t ’s  u n c le a r  w h e t h e r  th e  s ta te  
c a n  p u r s u e  c r im in a l  p e n a lt ie s  a g a in s t  a  c o rp o ra t io n  th a t  m a k e s  i l le g a l 
d o n a t io n s  o r  a  c a n d id a t e  w h o  a c c e p t s  th e m . A P O C  e x e c u t iv e  d ir e c to r  
B ro o k e  M ile s  s a y s  s h e  h a s  a s k e d  th e  s t a te  a t to rn e y  g e n e ra l 's  o ff ic e  i f  
th e re  a re  a n y  c r im in a l  la w  e n fo rc e m e n t  o p t io n s .

W it h  V e c o 's  i l le g a l d o n a t io n s . A P O C ' s  s h o r t  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  h a s  
b e e n  a u o n - is s u e . V e c o  a n d  i t s  e x e c u t iv e s  w i l l  a v o id  c iv i l  p e n a lt ie s  fo r  th e  
f ir m 's  i l le g a l c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  b u t  i t s  tw o  to p  lo b b y is t s  w i l l  go to p r is o n  fo r 
b r ib e r y . S e v e r a l  o f  th e  le g is la to r s  w h o  b e n e f ite d  fro m  V e c o 's  i l le g a l 
c o n t r ib u t io n s  fa c e  t r ia l  o r  in v e s t ig a t io n  fo r s im i la r  in l lu e n c e - p e d d lin g  
o f fe n s e s . V e c o  i t s e l f  i s  d e a d , so ld  to a f ir m  th a t  c o u ld n 't  w a it  to  d is p o s e  o f  
th e  t a r n is h e d  n a m e .

B u t  w h a t  a b o u t  o t h e r  la w m a k e r s  a n d  c a n d id a t e s  w h o  got V e c o 's  i l le g a l 
c a m p a ig n  h e lp ?  T h e  c o m p a n y  r o u t in e ly  d id  p o ll in g  a b o u t  it s  fa v o re d  
c a n d id a t e s . I f  V e c o  s h a re d  p o ll r e s u l t s  d ir e c t ly  w it h  a  c a m p a ig n , it w a s  
a n  il le g a l c o rp o ra te  c o n t r ib u t io n . A s  lo n g  a s  th e  c a n d id a t e s  lo o k  th e  
i l le g a l a id  m o re  th a n  a  y e a r  a g o . th o u g h , th e y 're  h o m e  fre e  a s  f a r  a s  th e  
A la s k a  P u b l ic  O f f ic e s  C o m m is s io n  is  c o n c e rn e d .

A n d  w h a t  i f  th e  i l le g a l c o rp o ra te  d o n o r  i s ,  u n l ik e  V e c o , s t i l l  in  b u s in e s s ?  
W ith o u t  a n y  c r im in a l  p e n a lt ie s . A P O C ' s  o n e -y o a r  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  
le a v e s  e n o rm o u s  ro o m  to f lo u t th e  b a n  o n  c o rp o ra te  c a m p a ig n  
c o n t r ib u t io n s .

C a m p a ig n  la w  v io la t io n s  u s e d  to hav< a fo u r - y e a r  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  
- u n t i l  th e  R e p u b l ic a n - d o m in a te d  L e g is la t u r e  a n d  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i



c o m b in e d  fo r c e s  c ' a  c o n c e r te d  e ffo rt  to lo o se n  s t a te  c a m p a ig n  f in a n c in g  
r u le s .

T h e  V e c o  s c a n d a l  s h o w s  t h a t  A la s k a ’s  c a m p a ig n  la w s  n e e d  m o re  
b a c k b o n e . R e s to r in g  th e  o r ig in a l s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  i s  o n e  o b v io u s  
a n d  u rg e n t  f ix .  E n s u r in g  th e  s t a te  c a n  im p o s e  c r im in a l  p e n a lt ie s  fo r  
la r g e - s c a le  o r  w id e s p r e a d  c a m p a ig n  la w  v io la t io n s  i s  a n o th e r .

W h e n  th e  L e g is la t u r e  c o n v e n e s  n e x t  y e a r ,  t ig h te n in g  u p  c a m p a ig n  la w  
e n fo rc e m e n t  s h o u ld  b e  a n  e a r ly  o rd e r  o f  b u s in e s s .

B O T T O M  L I N E :  H e r e ’s  a  lo o p h o le  t h a t  n e e d s  c lo s in g , fa s t .



Click here to return to the original.story

VECO  polling assistance comes under scrutiny

Statute of limitations may preclude violations from being 
pursued

The  A laska  Public O ffices  Com m ission decided Monday lo investigate 
whether V E C O  Corp. may have violated campaign finance rules by providing 
poll results to favored candidates without reporting the cost o f  the poll.

Such contributions could be either illegal corporate contributions or reporting 
vio lations on the part o f  candidates.

The practice is one o f  the w ays the form erly powerful p layer in A laska  
politics asserted its in fluence in the state, according to a federal indictment. 
V E C O , an oil field services com pany, is now part o f Colorado-based C H 2M -

• H ill .

It's questionable whether A P O C  can pursue penalties due to the com m ission's 
one-year statute o f lim itations on such investigations, but the investigation 
may be valuab le anyw ay , said one com m issioner, Elizabeth H ickerson .

” 1 am less concerned about the statute o f lim itations as 1 am about getting at 
the facts," said H ickerson , an attorney and a Dem ocratic com m ission member 
from Anchorage.

The com m ission's authority over campaign finance vio lations goes back for 
only one year from the dates o f vio lations. Sen. B i l l  W ie lechow sk i, D- 
Anchorage, said he intends to introduce legislation extending that to four
years.

H ickerson said an investigation may highlight the need for a longer statute o f 
lim itations for the Leg islature .

A  little more than a year ago, E B I agents revealed to top V E C O  executives 
that they were under investigation as part o f a widespread probe into 
influence buying in A laska  politics.

A n y  vio lation that could be pursued would have to have occurred after the 
F B I  investigation was revealed.

"1 don't think we have a violation w ith in  one year before us," said Roger H o ll,
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com m ission chairm an and a public member o f  the commission from 
Anchorage. He also is an attorney.

 ̂ T h e  allegation that V E C O  has paid for polls used by numerous candidates 
over the years was made by former V E C O  executive R ick  Sm ith in testimony 
during the federal bribery tria l o f  former Rep. Pete Kott, R -Eag le  R ive r, in 
Anchorage.

Am ong the federal charges against Kott is that a poll V E C O  provided for his 
campaign constituted a bribe.

Form e’- state legislator and A P O C  critic  R ay  M etcalfe had earlier urged the 
com m ission to investigate all 60 legislators, but had not filed a formal 
com plaint as of the com m ission's special Monday morning meeting.

Com m ission members weren't clear on whether M etcalfe wanted 
unsuccessful candidates to be investigated as well.

Department o f La w  attorney Margaret Paton-W alsh called M etcalfe's 
accusations "incred ib ly vague and general."

The  com m ission, however, decided to investigate the matter on its own.

Sen. K im  Elton , D-Juneau, said he could say that V E C O  never provided him  
w ith any poll results.

"That's probably not a surprise to anyone," lie said.

Elton was pushing for a higher o il tax rate than that which \ E C O  executives 
sought.

One o f  the first steps taken in the investigation m ay be to sim ply ca ll up 
Sm ith and see i f  he'll say who V E C O  provided the polling data to, 
com m issioners said. Others cautioned that lie m ay not be able to ta lk , because 
o f the ongoing federal investigation.

Sm ith has already pleaded guilty , and H ickerson said his testimony against 
his own interests should be considered reliable.

" I f  h is testimony is correct, and ! have no reason to doubt it. there were 
v io lations," H ickerson said.

• Contact Pat Forgey at 523-2250 or patriek .lb rgcyt ■Juneauempire.com.
C lic k  here to return to story:
http ://w ww .juneauem pire.convstories/092507 sta 2007C925002.shtml
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S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  f o r  C S H B  2 8 1 ( S T A ;
C a m p a ig n  F in a n c e  C o m p la in ts

Section I \ Amends AS 15.13.040(0- establishing in code a retention period o f  six years for 
records o f  transactions listed in this section.

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

Adds a new section, See. 15.13.042, mandating each candidate, group, nongroup 
entity, or person required to report under this chapter to preserve all necessary 
records for six years.

Amends AS 15.13.380(b), increasing the time period allowed for filing a 
com plaint tor an alleged campaign finance violation from one year to five years. 
It also eliminates the time limitations o f  this subsection on proceedings against a 
person who "intentionally prevents discovery” o f a violation o f  this chapter,

Amends AS 24.45.111(a), requiring that “an employer, retainer, or contractor o f  
a lobbyist,” in addition to a lobbyist, retain records required under this section. It 
also increases the retention period from one year to six years.

Amends AS 24.45.131, allowing any "person,” not ju st a "qualified voter,” to 
file a complaint with the commission.

Adds a new section, AS 24.45.131(d), prohibiting com m ission members 
and staff who file complaints from participating in any commission proceeding 
related to the complaint.

Adds a new section, AS 24.45.135, allowing "a  person," as well as a commission 
member or staffer, to file a complaint alleging a violation o f  AS 24.45 121- 
24.45.171 has occurred or is occurring. The com plaint must be filed within five 
years after the date o f  the alleged violation.

mailto:Representalivc_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us


S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  f o r  C S H B  2 8 1 ( S T A )
C a m p a ig n  F in a n c e  C o m p la in ts

Section 8 

Section 9 

Section 10

Section 11 

Section 12 

Section 13 

Section 14

Section 15 

Section 16

Amends AS 24.60.170(a), increasing thv time limitation on complaints alleging 
violation o f  this section from two years to fiv • years, it also increases the time 
limitation for investigation o f  complaints against a former legislator from one 
year to five years.

Adds a new section, Sec. 24.60.255. allowing a person, as well as a m em ber o f  
the Alaska Public Office Commission or a m em ber o f  its s ta l l  to file a written 
com plaint alleging a violation o f  AS 24.60.200-24.60.260 has occurred or is 
occurring . The com plaint must be filed within five years after the dale o f  the 
alleged violation.

Adds a new section, AS 39.50.055, allowing a person, as well as a member o f  the 
Alaska Pubiic O ffice Commission or a m em ber o f  its stalT to file a written 
com plaint alleging a violation o f  this chapter has occ Ted or is occurring . The 
com plaint must be fileJ within five years after the date o f  the alleged violation. 
An APOC m em ber or stalTcr who files the com plaint may not participate in any 
proceeding o f  the com mission relating to the complaint.

Amends AS 39.50.100, allowing any person, not just a qualified voter, to bring a 
civil action to enforce any o f  the sections o f  this chapter.

Amends AS 39.50.100, ere iting a statute o f  lim itations r f  five years from the date 
o f  the alleged violation for \  complaint to be filed under this section.

Establishes an effective dutc for Ihe sections that have been amended and created 
in this act.

Allows the Alaska . jb lic  Offices Com ission to immediatcl adopt regulations 
necessary to implement changes made by this act. inaccordance with the 
Administrative Procedure Act, but not before Jan. 1 ,2009.

A llow s Section 14 to take effect immediately.

Except as provided in Section 15. allows this Act to take effect on Jan. I. 2009

C onibcl: Mikr Ska, 46W W t pdalrd I/IS0S



Credible investigation, confidence in the process and more fair

Nothing worse than hearing, “sorry, time is up ... can’t investigate

B r ie r  h is to ry  o f  th e  S O L  o n  c a m p a ig n  f in a n c e  c o m p la in ts

Spoke with APOC ... Brooke correct me ... in 1986 or so ... picked it 

because it was considered the norm on civil violations tied in with the 

election cycle for the longest terms for our statewide elected 

lawmakers ... senators, the governor, the It. governor...

The change from four years to cne ... occurred in 2003 ... spoke to 

many people on this, at APOC -nd with former administration ... 

depends on who you talk to ... it was an attempt to streamline 

complaint process and save money or have the A G ’s office take over 

the duties of APOC ...

Unfortunately, with recent events since 2003 ... appears to have 

hamstrung APOC and looks like attempt to run out the clock on 

accountability...

E x p e d ite d  a d ju d ic a t io n  p ro c e s s  . . .  n o th in g  c h a n g e s  s ti l l  e f f ic ie n t

Brooke can speak to this ... 60 days from start of process to finish

Benefits candidates and public as well...

Complaint, investigation, violation negative connotations ... but 

most are innocent mistakes and oversights ...


