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D e c e a s e d  V e te ra n  D e a th  C e r t i f i c a te  /  H o n o r

H B  236  p ro v id e s  o n e  c e r t if ie d  d ea th  c e rtif ic a te , w ith o u t co s t, to  a su rv iv in g  sp o u se , n ex t o f  kin, 
o r  o th e r  e lig ib le  re la tiv e  o f  a  d e c e a se d  veteran . T h e  bill is m o d e le d  a f te r  A rizo n a  s ta tu te .

H B  236  a lso  c re a te s  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  M em o ria l C e rtif ic a te  P ro g ram  lo a llo w  th e  A d ju tan t G enera l 
to  h o n o r d e c e a se d  v e te ra n s  w h o  a re  re s id en ts  o f  A lask a , b y  is su in g  to  th e ir fam ily  m em o ria l 
c e rtif ic a te s . T h e  c e r t if ic a te  p ro g ra m  is m o d e led  a f te r  th e  P re s id e n tia l M em o ria l C e rtific a te  
P ro g ra m . It is the  in te n t th a t th e  G o v e rn o r’s M em o ria l C e r tif ic a te  P ro g ram  w ill s im p ly  be a 
c e r t if ic a te  g iv en  to  s u rv iv in g  fam ily  m e m b e rs  o r  o th e r  e lig ib le  re c ip ie n ts  as d e fin ed , 
a c k n o w le d g in g  the  S ta te ’s  a p p re c ia tio n  for the  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  d e c e a se d  v e te ran .

S e c t io n  1 (7 ) o u tlin e s  w h o  is e lig ib le  to rece iv e  a free d ea th  c e r t if ic a te  and  in d iv a te s  th a t o n e  free 
d e a th  c e r tif ic a te  b e  is su ed  to e lig ib le  rec ip ien t.

S e c t io n  2 a d d s  th e  G o v e rn o r ’s M em o ria l C e rtif ic a te  P ro g ram  to  A s 26. ID. It o u tlin e s  the 
p ro c e d u re  for th e  p ro g ra m .

(c )(1 )  T h is  se c tio n  d e f in e s  w h o  is an  " e lig ib le  re c ip ie n t"  o f  a d e c e a s e d  ve te ran .
(c ) (2 )  T h is  s e c tio n  d e f in e s  " v e te r a n ” as the  m e an in g  g iv en  in  A s 2 6 .1 0 ,0 8 0

S e c t io n a l  A n a ly s is

Staff Contact: Nancy Manly 465-27V4 
Lad Revived: Ji 14/08
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STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ID(File name) HB236CS(MLV)-DHSS-BVS-12-19-07_______________
Title DECEASED  VETERAN DEATH CERTIFICATE/HONOR

Dept Affected:
'RDU Public Health

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

CSHB 236(MI.V)
3/18/08
Health & Social Services

Component Bureau of Vital Statistics
Sponsor HOUSE (STA)
Requester HOUSE (FIN)
E x p e n d itu re s / R e v e n u e s

 Component No.
(Thousands of Dollars)

961

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & C la ims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 Of 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0) 1 .............................. ■; i

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1037 GF/Mental Health 
1156 (Receipt Services)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

500 60 0 750 900 90 0 90 0

( 50 0) (60.0) ( 75 0) ( 90.0) (90 0) | 90.0)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2008) cost: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: lAllacii j separate potje it necessary)

U nder th is  bill fam ily m em b ers  o r rep resen ta tives (execu to rs , e tc .) o f  deceased  ve te rans m ay each  request 
one free copy  o f  the v e te ran 's  certified  death  certificate . B ecause the B ureau  o f  V ital S ta tistics (B V S ) 
relies su b s tan tia lly  on  fee reven ues to cover its o pera ting  costs, any  loss o f  these reven ues w ill have an 
im m ed ia te  im pact on s ta ffin g  and quality  o f  serv ice  to the public  i f  not rep laced  by general funds.

A bout 10%  o f  the p ropo sed  FY 09 budget for BVS is G F. In contrast, 6 5%  o f  the BV S budget com es from  
R eceip t S upported  S erv ices (R SS). L im ited flexibility  in the B V S budget com pounds the  p rob lem  o f  
re ly ing  on fees for o p e ra tin g  costs. (C ontinued  on Page 2)

Prepared by 
Division 
Approved by: 
Agency

Beverly K Wooley, Director Phone 465-3092
Public Health Dale/Time 12/04/2007
Karleen Jackson, Commissioner Date 12/19/2007
Department of Health and Social Services

j
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^  2008 L E G I S L A T , V E  S E S S IO N  

A N A L Y S IS  tQ N T lN U A T LQ N
O n e-th ird  o f  B V S 's annual expenses are  fixed costs for item s such as lease space , 
te leco m m u n ica tio n s  se rv ices  an d  pap er for certifica tes. A reas w here  there is som e flex ib ility , such as 
trav e l, have been reduced  in recen t y ears due to "belt tigh ten ing" budget reduc tions and  loss in 
b u y in g  pow er. N early  tw o-th ird s o f  the B V S b udget covers personal serv ices.

W e p ro jec t this bill w ill co s t B V S $50 .0  in lost revenue in FY 09, inc reasing  to a loss o f  $90 .0  by 
F Y 12 . T he  estim ates  are based  on the $20 fee for a  certified  copy  o f  a death  certif ica te  and the 
ap p ro x im a te ly  900  d eath s p e r y ear w here the  deced en t w as a veteran . U nder th is vers ion  o f  the bill, 
re c e ip t o f  free cop ies is not restric ted  - each  fam ily  m em ber o r rep resen ta tiv e  m ay  request one free 
co p y  but any  num ber o f  fam ily  m em bers o r rep resen ta tiv es m ay request a free copy. It is estim ated  
tha t v e te ran 's  fam ilies and  rep resen ta tiv es  w ill request, on average , five free cop ies (fam ilies have 
b een  know n to request as m any  as 30 cop ies o f  a death  certifica te) T he  fiscal im pact w ill be 
a p p ro x im a te ly  $50 .0  for the  first y ea r the leg isla tion  ,s in effect ($20  x 2 ,500  certified  copies, 
a ssu m in g  ju s t 500 fam ilies w ill request five certifica tes each in the first year), increasing  to $90 .0  by 
F Y 1 2 ($20  x 4 ,5 0 0  certified  cop ies) as m ore peop le  be om c aw are o f  the new  benefit p rov ided  by 
th is law . B V S w ill ex p erien ce  a g rea te r loss o f  revenue i r this bill genera tes m ore than five requests 
p e r d ea th , o r i f  the num ber o f  deceden ts w ho  are veterans exceeds 90( in a y e a r .

T h is p ro jec ted  loss o f  reven ue to BV S appears in the R eceipt S upported  S erv ices line and, if  the 
c u rre n t level o f  s ta ffin g  and  serv ice  to the pub lic  is to be m ain ta ined , th is lost reven ue  will have  to be 
rep laced  w ith  G F. I f  new  G F  is not received  to o ffse t the lost reven ue , the bureau  w ill have to

t
 e lim in a te  one position  the first y ea r this bill is in effect, and  a secon d  position  w ith in  ihe subsequen t 

one to  tw o years. T h e  loss o f  these positio n s w ill lim it the bureau 's ab ility  to p rocess requests  for 
vital reco rd s  in a tim ely  m an n er by lim iting  ihe n u m b er o f  requests that can  be p rocessed  daily  
P rev io u s experience  has show n that w hen BV S is understaffed , the public  can expect delays o f  up to 
e ig h t w eeks fo r p ro cessin g  vital record  requests. A t current s taffing  levels, the av erag e  tu rnaround  
tim e is tw o to three days.

STATE OF ALASKA
FISCA L N O TE #4

B I L L  N O :  CSHB 236IMLV)

Page 2 of 2



}  *  

F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2 0 0 8  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

HB236-DMVA-VS-3-14-08

Fiscal Note Number; 
Bill Version 
(H) Pub lish Da le

Dept Affected:______

C S H B  2 3 6 (M L V )

3/18/08

Identifier (file name):
T itle An A ct relating lo  prov id ing a death certificate for a deceased  RDU
______________ veteran without cost..._______________________________________ Com ponent

DMVA
Military and Veterans Affairs 

Veterans Serv ices
Sponso r
Requester

State Affairs
House F inance Com ponent Number 421

Expenditures/Revenues
Ncte . Amounts do not inc lude inflation un less otherw ise noted below .

(T h o u s a n d s  o f D o llars)

FUND  SO U R CE (Thousands of Dollars)

E s t im a te  of any cu rren t yea r (FY2008) cost: 

PO S IT IO N S

Appropriation 
R t i ,  Jred Information

O P ER A T IN G  EX P EN D ITU R ES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY  2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY  2013 FY 2014
Persona l Services 
Travel 
Contractua l 
S upp lie s  
Equ ipm ent 
Land & Structures 
G rants & C la im s 
M isce llaneous

0.0 0.0 00 0.0 00 00 00
0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
1 0 1.0 1 0 1.0 1 0 1 0 10
4 0 40 4.0 4.0 4 0 4 0 4.0
00 00 o.c 0.0 00 0.0 00
0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 00
0.0 0.0 00 00 00 0.0 00
00 0.0 0.0 00 00 00 0.0

TOTAL O P ER A T IN G 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 |

ICA P ITA L  EXP EN D ITU RES i i  i | j-  | |

[C H A N G E  IN R EV EN U ES  ( ) _  I 1 I i T  ' 1 1

1002 Federa l R ece ip ts 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1003 G F  Match 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1004 G F 5 0 5.0 5 0 5.0 5 0 5 0 5.0
1005 GF/Program  Rece ip ts 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Menta l Health 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0
Other Interagency Rece ip ts 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0

TOTAL 5.0 5.0 5.0 5 0 5.0 5.0 5.0 |

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

.  .

ANALYS IS : (Attach a iepuutu page if tiocessary)

There is minimal impact to the Department of Military and Velerans Affairs tor the cost of postage, mailing envelopes 
and paper slock for the Governor's memorial certificate program certificates

Prepared  bv M cH ugh P ierre, le g is la tiv e  Liaison/D irector o l Com m unications______________  Phone 465-4402
D iv ision National Guard  Military Headquarters/Com m issioner’s Office_________________  Dale/T im e 314/09 @  10 00 am

A pproved  by C om m issione r Craig C am pbell_________________________________________________________ D ale  3 /14 /2008__________
D epartm ent o f Military and V eterans A llans_______________________

W ‘-.CCf M.'U P a g e  1 o f  1
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D a t e  R e f e r r e d  t o  C o m m i t t e e :  M a y  5 ,  2 0 0 7  F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S :

D a t e  o f  C o m m i t t e e  A c t i o n :  3 )  l~ ? - |  O fo _____________________

T h e  F I N A N C E  C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d :  H B  2 3 *

H O U S E  B E L L  N O .  2 3 6  D E C E A S E D  V E T E R A N  D E A T H  C E R T I F I C A T E / H O N O R

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  a  d e c e a s e d  v e t e r a n  w i t h o u t  c o s t ;  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  p r o g r a m  t o  
h o n o r  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  v e t e r a n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

R e c o m m e n d s  i t  h  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  ( j H C S  o r  ( X J  C S  f o r  H  ( 3 ___2 . 3 k ? ________________ ( M L V  )
F o r  S e n a te  B i l l :  w i t h  n e w  t i t l e :  [  ]  T e c h n ic a l  T i t l e  /  /  N e w  T i t l e :  H C R   ( J S a m e  T i t l e  N e w  T i t l e

[ ] attach amendments
[ J add new' referral to__________ Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent_________ Committee

List o f 
A b b r e v  

f o r

Dipts.:
ADM
CED
C O R
CRT
EED
D E C
DFG
C O V
HSS
LW F
LAW
LEG
MVA
DNR
DPS
REV
DOT
HA

N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E S
‘ A ssigned by C h ie f  C le rk 's  O ffice

L is t  by  D ep t(s): *FN # F iscal In d e t. Z e ro

N W A 3

H S 5 H

P R E V I O U S  F I S C A L  N O T E S

L is t by D cp t(s ): F N # F isca l Indet. Z e ro
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S i g n i n g  w i th  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
Printed Last Name

L o  f ] o  < y ~

/ ' X v f r '  * .  <<■.../

C h a i r

C h a i r

D a t e  R e f e r r e d  t o  C o m m i t t e e :  A p r i l  1 3 ,  2 0 0 7  F U R T H E R  R E F E R R A L S : (  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

F in a n fC '
D a t e  o f  C o m m i t t e e  A c t i o n :  A V \ J  (  3 t & l -

T h c  H O U S E  S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E  O N  M I L I T A R Y  A N D  V E T E R A N S ’ A F 1  A I R S  c o n s i d e r e d :  H B  2 3 6

\ q  I  H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P C  I  ’

H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 3 6  D E C E A S E D  V E T E R A N  D E A T H  C E R T I F I C A T E / H O N O R

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r o v i d i n g  a  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  a  d e c e a s e d  v e t e r a n  w i t h o u t  c o s t ;  r e l a t i n g  t o  a  p r o g r a m  t o  

h o n o r  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  a  d e c e a s e d  v e t e r a n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

R e c o m m e n d s  i t  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  |  1 H C S  o r  [ y ^ C S r o r ____________________________________ ( F X L ' U  )

F o r  S e n a te  B i l l s  w i t h  n e w  t i t l e :  [  J  T e c h n ic a l  T i t le  /  /  N e w  T i t le :  H C R _____________ | 1 S a m e  T i t l e  N e w  T i t l e

[ J attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to__________ Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent_________ Committee

L is t  o f  
A b b r r ■ 
f o r
Depts.:
ADM
C E D
C O R
C R T
E E D
D E C
DFC
GOV
I1SS
L W F
LA W
L E G
M V A
DN R
DPS
R EV
D O T
UA

N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E S P R E V I O U S  F I S C A L  N O T E S



H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

Dear Representative,

H i e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  W a r s  a n d  T h e  D i s a b l e d  A m e r i c a n  

V e t e r a n s  e x p r e s s  t h e  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  y o u  a n d  o t h e r  H o u s e  m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e  

s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  g i v e n  t h e  v e t e r a n ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o g r a m s  t h i s  p a s t  s e s s i o n .  W e  h ~ v e  

e n c l o s e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  J o i n t  V e n t u r e ’ s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  
F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  2 5 th S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

A g a i n ,  p l e a s e  a c c e p t  o u r  t h a n k s  a n d  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  c o n t i n u i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  
i m p o r t a n t  v e t e r a n  i s s u e s .

S i n c e r e l y .

J i m  P i s a

D e p t .  C o m m a n d e r ,  T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e e i o n

JT)C„. f ' -----------------   r r'

Tom S c h a n r o c k  ^

D e p t .  C o m m a n d e r ,  D i s a b l e d  A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s



T h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n ,  V e t e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  W a r s ,  a n d  D i s a b l e d

A m e r i c a n  V e t e r a n s .

Joint Venture 
Legislative Issues 
for FY 2008-2009 

(condensed version)

I . S t a t e  V e t e r a n ’ s  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r s  G r a n t :  Increase of State Service 

Officers Grant from $621,000. to $651,000.

2 - P r o p e r t y  T a x  E x e m p t i o n :  Support an Increase the Disabled 

Veterans’ and Senior Citizens tax exemption.

3 C o m m u n i t y  B a s e d  O u t p a t i e n t  C l i n i c :  Support from the Legislature 

for a VA community based outpatient clinic to be located in Southeast 

Alaska.

4. V e t e r a n ’ s  C e m e t e r y :  We request the State Legislature to place a 

State Operated VA supported Cemetery in Fairbanks Alaska.

5- F l a g  A m e n d m e n t ;  If Flag Amendment passes Congress Alaska 

ratify that amendment.



Burial & Memorial Benefits
Veterans Benefits & Services

Sample Presidential Memorial Certificates
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A Presidential Memorial Certilicatc(PMC) is an engraved paper certificate, signed 
by Ihe current President, to honor the memory of honorably discharged deceased 
veterans.

H i s t o r y

i his program was initiated in March 1962 by President John F. Kennedy and has 
been continued by all subsequent Presidents. Statutory authority' for the program is 
Section 112, Title 38, of the United States Code.

Administration

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the PMC program by 
preparing the certificates which bear the current President’s signature expressing the 
country’s grateful recognition of the veteran’s service in the United States Armed 
Forces.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients include the deceased veteran’s next of kin and loved o i k s .  More 
than one certificate may be provided.
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Application

Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, ma, apply for a PMC in 
person at any VA regional office or by U.S. mail only. Requests cannot be sent via 
email. There is no form to use when requesting a PMC. Please be sure to enclose a 
copy of the veteran’s discharge and death certificate. Please submit copies only, as 
we cannot return original documents.

If  you would like to request a Presidential Memorial Certificate, or if  you requested 
one more than eight (8 ) weeks ago and have not received it yet, we ask that you 
either:

1. Fax vour request and all supporting documents (copy of discharge and death 
certificate) to: (202) 565-8054, or

2. Mail your request and all supporting documents using either the U.S. Postal 
Service or a commercial mail service, such as one of the overnight or express mail 
delivery services, to:

If you have any questions about a certificate you have received, a request 
you have already sent in, or about the program in general, you may call (202) 
565-4964. Or you may send an electronic inquiry to us by selecting the 
“Contact the VA” link below.

PLEASE NOTE: I he above telephone number is for questions about the 
Presidential Memorial Certificate Program only.

Veteran Service Officers and Funeral Homes - Please contact us at (202) 
565-4259 or (202) 501-2004 for information about submitting requests 
electronically.

We do not administer other VA programs or have access to other VA 
records. For assistance with other VA benefits or records please use the 
“Contact the VA” link below. Or cal! your Regional office at;

Presidential Memorial Certificates (41A1C) 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

5109 Russell Road 
Quantico, VA 22134-3903
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