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- Sponsor Statement -
CS HJR 12(0&G)

“ U rg in g  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  to  p a s s  le g is la t io n  to  o p e n  th e  c o a s ta l  
p la in  o f  t h e  A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild life  R e fu g e  to  o il a n d  g a s  e x p lo ra t io n ,

d e v e lo p m e n t ,  a n d  p r o d u c t io n .”

House Joint Resolution 12 urges the United States Congress to pass legislation 
to open the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to 
environmentally responsible oil and gas exploration, development, and 
pioduction.

Opening ANWR is vital to ensuring Alaska’s continued fiscal security, protecting 
and developing Alaskan jobs, and sustaining the state’s economic growth. Oil 
production from ANWR will improve America’s energy security and provide new 
jobs throughout the country.

Alaska has proven that Arctic oil and gas resources can be developed in an 
environmentally responsible manner consistent with protection of wildlife and 
preservation of traditional lifestyles and human values. Exploration in ANWR will 
be the most environmentally and socially responsible oil development undertaken 
anywhere in the world.

It is vitally important that the 25lh Alaska Legislature endorses previous 
legislatures’ efforts, demonstrate our solidarity, and enthusiastically state our 
support for opening ANWR. HJR 12 mirrors resolutions passed by previous 
Alaska legislatures and will be a cornerstone of this legislature’s commitment to 
responsibly develop our natural resources; promote sustained economic 
expansion; create job opportunities for our citizens; and assure safe, growing, 
and healthy communities throughout our state.

Co-Chair House Resources Committee 
Member of Hules, State Affairs, Transportation Committees
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CS HJR 12

Fact Sheet

Summary

>  U rg e s  C o n g re s s  to  p a s s  le g is la t io n  to  o p e n  th e  A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild life  
R e fu g e  to  e n v iro n m e n ta lly  re s p o n s ib le  o il a n d  g a s  e x p lo ra t io n ,  d e v e lo p m e n t 

a n d  p ro d u c tio n ;

>  E x p re s s e s  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re ’s o p p o s it io n  to  fu r th e r  w ild e rn e s s  o r  
r e s tr ic t iv e  d e s ig n a t io n s  in th e  c o a s ta l p la in  o f  A N W R ;

>  A c k n o w le d g e s  th e  o il a n d  g a s  in d u s try ’s d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  d ire c tio n a l  d r i l l in g  
te c h n o lo g y  th a t w o u ld  m in im iz e  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  fo o tp r in t  w ith in  th e

>  S u p p o r ts  d e v e lo p m e n t  in a w ay  th a t p ro te c ts  th e  P o rc u p in e  C a r ib o u  h e rd  an d  

u s e s  A la s k a n  la b o r; an d

>  E x p re s s e s  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e ’s o p p o s it io n  to  a n y  re d u c tio n  in 
ro y a lty  r e v e n u e  f ro m  e x p lo ra tio n  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  A N W R .

>  S u p p o r ts  th e  e f fo r ts  o f  o u r  c o n g re s s io n a l d e le g a t io n  to  o p e n  A N W R .

re fu g e ;

Benefits

Co-Chair. H ouse R esou rces Com mittee 
Member ol Rules S lale  Affairs. Transportation Com m ittees
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WORK DRAFT

CS FOR HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 12( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY

O ffered:
R eferred:

Sponsor(s): R E P R E SEN T A T IV E S JO H NSO N , Stoltze, Lynn, G atto , C raw ford

A RESOLUTION

Urging the United States Congress to pass legislation to open the coastal plain of the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas exploration, development, and 

production.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, in 16 U.S.C. 3142 (sec. 1002 of the Alaska National Interest Lands 

Conservation Act (ANILCA)), the United States Congress reserved the right to permit further 

oil and gas exploration, development, and production within the coastal plain o f the Arctic 

National W ildlife Refuge; and

WHEREAS the oil industry, the state, and the United States Departm ent of the 

Interior consider the coastal plain to have the highest potential for discovery o f very large oil 

and gas accum ulations on the continent o f North America, estimated to be as much as 

10.000,000,000 barrels of recoverable oil; and

WHEREAS the "1002 study area" is part of the coastal plain located within the North 

Slope Borough, and residents of the North Slope Borough, who are predom inantly Inupiat 

Eskimo, are supportive ol development in the "1002 study area"; and

-1-
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W H ER EA S oil and gas exploration and development of the coastal plain of the refuge 

and adjacent land could result in major discoveries that would reduce our nation's future neec 

for imported oil, help balance the nation's trade deficit, and significantly increase the nation's 

security; and

W H ER EA S the state's future energy independence would be enhanced with 

additional natural gas production from the North Slope o f Alaska including what are expected 

to be significant gas reserves in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and the development of 

those reserves would enhance the economic viability o f the proposed Alaska Natural Gas 

Pipeline; and

W H ER EA S domestic demand for oil continues to rise while domestic crude 

production continues to fall, with the result that the United States imports additional oil from 

foreign sources; and

W H ER EA S development o f oil at Prudhoe Bay, Kuparuk, Endicott, Lisbume, and 

Milne Point has resulted in thousands of jobs throughout the Urnted States, and projected job 

creation as a result of coastal plain oil development will have a positive effect in all 50 states; 

and
t

W H ER EA S Prudhoe Bay production is dechningy^y-approx imately  lQ-percent-a-year;

W H ER EA S the Trans Alaska Pipeline System, a transportation facility that is a 

national asset and that would cost billions o f dollars to replace, would have its useful physical 

life extended for a substantial period if the additional reserves of recoverable oil from the 

coastal plain were produced; and

W H ER EA S, while new oil field developments on the North Slope of /  laska, such as 

Alpine, Northstar, and West Sak, may temporarily slow the decline in production, only giant 

coastal plain fields have the theoretical capability of increasing the production volume of 

Alaska oil to a significant degree; and

W H ER EA S opening the coastal plain of the Arctic National W ildlife Refuge now 

allows sufficient time for planning environmental safeguards, development, and national 

security review; and

W H ER EA S the 1.500,000-acre coastal plain of the refuge makes up only eight 

percent o f the 19,000,000-acre refuge, and the development of the oil and gas reserves in the

-2-
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refuge's coastal plain would affect an area of only 2,000 to 

one-half of one percent o f the area of the coastal plain; and

W H ER EA S 8,900,000 o f the 19,000,000 acres o f the refuge have already been set 

5 wilderness; and

WHEREAS die oil in<’ ' 1 * * "  " -------    ’ -

affecting the environment or w  r „r _ .„ ___ ____

W H ER EA S the state will ensure the continued health and productivity of the 

Porcupine Caribou herd and the protection o f land, water, and wildlife resources during the 

exploration and development o f the coastal plain o f the Aictic National Wildlife Refuge; and 

W H ER EA S the oil and ga? industry is developing directional drilling technology that 

will allow horizontal drilling in a responsible manner by minimizing the development 

footprint within the Arctic National W ildlife Refuge and this directional drilling technology 

may be capable o f drilling from outside of the boundaries o f the 1002 study area- and

W H ER EA S the oil industry is using innovative technology and environmental 

practices in the new field developments at Alpine and Northstar, and those techniques are 

directly applicable to operating on the coastal plain and would enhance environmental 

protection beyond traditionally high standards;

BE IT  R ESO LV ED  by the Alaska State Legislature that the Congress of the United 

States is urged to pass legislation to open the coastal plain o f the Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge to oil and gas exploration, development, and production, and that the Alaska State 

Legislature is adamantly opposed to further wilderness or other restrictive designation in the 

area o f the coastal plain o f the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that that activity be conducted in a manner that protects the 

environment and the naturally occurring population levels o f the Porcupine Caribou herd on 

which the Gwich'in and other local residents depend, that uses directional drilling other 

advances in technology to minimize the development footprint in the 1002 study area, and 

that uses the stale's work force to the maximum extent possible; and be it

FU R T H E R  R E SO L V E D  that the Alaska State Legislature urges the Congress of the 

United States to pass legislation opening the 1002 study area for oil and gas development 

while continuing to work on measures for increasing the developm ent and use of renewable

along the Arctic coastal plain,

-3- CSHJR 12( )
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energy technologies; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED that the A laska State Legislature opposes any unilateral 

reduction in royalty revenue from exploration and developm ent o f the coastal plain of the 

Arctic National W ildlife Re>uge and any attempt to coerce the S 'ate of Alaska into accepting 

less than the 90 percent of the oil, gas, and mineral royalties from the federal land in Alaska 

that w as , »ped to the state at statehood.

C O . iE S  o f this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, President 

o f the United States; the Honorable Richard B. Cheney, Vice-President o f the United States 

and President o f the U.S. Senate; the Honorable D irk K em pthom e, United States Secretary of 

the Interior; the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives; the 

Honorable John Bochner, M inority Leader o f the U.S. House of Representatives; the 

Hor arable Harry Reid, M ajority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Mitch M cConnell, 

Minority le a d e r  o f the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Jeff Bingaman, Chair o f the Energy and 

Natural Resources Comm ittee ot the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Ted Stevens and the

15 Honorable Lisa M urkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S.

16 Representative, members o f the Alaska delegation in Congress; and. by electronic

17 transmission, to all other members of the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House o f Representatives

18 serving in the 110th United States Congress.
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Endorsing ANWR Leasing 

Changes in Work Draft CS version E

Page 2, lines 5-9: (new paragraph)
“ W H E R E A S  the  s ta te ’s  fu tu re  en e rg y  in d ep en d en ce  w o u ld  be en h a n ced  w ith  ad d itio n a l 
natu ral g as  p ro d u c tio n  fro m  the N orth  S lo p e  o f  A lask a  in c lu d in g  w h a t are e x p e c te d  to  be 
s ig n ifican t gas re se rv es  in  the  A rc tic  N a tio n al W ild life  R efu g e , an d  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  
those re se rv es  w o u ld  e n h a n c e  the ec o n o m ic  v iab ility  o f  the p ro p o se d  A la sk a  N atu ra l G as 
P ipe line ; an d ”

Page 3, lines 11-14: (new paragraph)
“ W H E R E A S  the  oil an d  g as  in d u stry  is d ev e lo p in g  d irec tio n a l d r illin g  te ch n o lo g y  that 
w ill a llo w  h o rizo n ta l d rillin g  in a re sp o n sib le  m an n er by  m in im iz in g  the d ev e lo p m en t 
foo tp rin t w ith in  the A rc tic  N ational W ild life  R efu g e  an d  th is  d irec tio n a l d rillin g  
tech n o lo g y  m ay  be c a p ab le  o f  d rillin g  from  ou tside  o f  the b o u n d arie s  o f  the  1002 study  
area; an d "

Page 3, line 26, after “depend,” insert:
“ that uses d irec tio n a l d r illin g  an d  o th e r  ad v an ces in te ch n o lo g y  to  m in im ize  the 
d ev e lo p m en t fo o tp rin t in the  1002 s tu d y  a rea ,"

Page 3, line 29 - Page 4, line 1: (new paragraph)
“ F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the A lask a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  u rges the C o n g ress  o f  the 
U nited  S ta tes  to  p ass leg is la tio n  o p en in g  the 1002 sti Jy  area  fo r o il an d  gas d ev e lo p m en t 
w hile  c o n tin u in g  to  w o rk  on m easu res  fo r in c reas in g  the d e v e lo p m e n t and  use o f  
ren ew ab le  en e rg y  te ch n o lo g ie s ; and  be it"
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Personal Services
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F a c t  S h e e t

Sum m ary

> Urges Congress to pass legislation to open the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge to environmentally responsible oil and gas exploration, development 
and production;

> Expresses the Alaska State Legislature’s opposition to further wilderness or 
restrictive designations in the coastal plain of ANWR;

> Acknowledges the oil and gas industry’s development of directional drilling 
technology that would minimize the development footprint within the

>  Supports development in a way that protects the Porcupine Caribou herd and 
uses Alaskan labor; and

>  Expresses the Alaska State Legislature’s opposition to any reduction in 
royalty revenue from exploration and development of ANWR.

> Supports the efforts of our congressional delegation to open ANWR.

refuge;

B e n e f i t s

C o*C l'U ir H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C c r r r n r k e  
M em b e r o f RuV-s S ?a !t A ffa irs  Tr im p o r ta t io n  C om m itte e s
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C r a i g  J o h n s o n
H o u s e  D istrict 28

Sponsor Statement
House Joint Resolution No. 12

“Urging the United States Congress to pass legislation to open the coastal 
plain of the Arctic National W ildlife Refuge to o il and gas exploration,

development, and production.”

House Joint Resolution 12 urges the United States Congress to pass legislation 
to open the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to 
environmentally responsible oil and gas exploration, development, and 
production.

Opening ANWR is vital to ensuring Alaska’s continued fiscal security, protecting 
and developing Alaskan jobs, and sustaining the state’s economic growth. Oil 
production from ANWR will improve America’s energy security and provide new 
jobs throughout the country.

Alaska has proven that Arctic oil and gas resources can be developed in an 
environmentally responsible manner consistent with protection of wildlife and 
preservation of traditional lifestyles and human values. Exploration in ANWR will 
be the most environmentally and socially responsible oil development undertaken 
anywhere in the world.

It is vitally important that the 25th Alaska Legislature endorses previous 
legislatures' efforts, demonstrate our solidarity, and enthusiastically state our 
support for oponing ANWR. HJR 12 mirrors resolutions passed by previous 
Alaska legislatures and will be a cornerstone of this legislature’s commitment to 
responsibly develop our natural resources; promote sustained economic 
expansion; create job opportunities for our citizens; and assure safe, growing, 
and healthy communities throughout our state.

C o -C h a ir  H o js e  R e s o u rc e s  C om m itte e  
M em b e r o f  R u le s , S ta te  A ffa irs , T ra n sp o rta t io n  C om m itte e s


