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Representa tive Jay Ramras  
Cnair, H o u s e  Judiciary 

Labo r  & C om m e r c e  
Oil & G as  

Military & Veteran Affairs 
1292 Sad le r W ay, Suite 324 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
P h on e : (9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 1 0 8 8  

Fax : (9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 1 1 4 6

Alaska State Legislature state capitoi, Room us
Juneau ,  Alaska 9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3004  
■"ax: 4 6 5 -2 0 7 0  

Toll Free: (8 7 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 0 0 4

While in Session

H ou s e  District 10

House o f Representatives

Fax
To: Legislative Legal

Fax #: 2 0 29  Number o f  pages including cover:

From : Jane Pierson

Date: March 19. 2008

Re: C SH JR ?7 ( )2 5 -L S 1 5 2 7 \E

Please go final on the above-referenced resolution. There were no amendments to the \L version. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you

Representative_Jay_Ram ras@ legis.state .ak. us

mailto:Representative_Jay_Ramras@legis.state.ak
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H J R 3 7

BY: REPRESENTATIVE MAX F. GRUENBERG, JR.

TITLE: "P ro p o s in g  am en d m en ts  to the  C onstitu tion  o f the  S ta te  o f A laska to

co rrect o b so le te  re fe re n c e s  to the  office o f se c re ta ry  o f s ta te  by su b st itu t in g  re fe ren ce s 

to th e  o ffice  o f lie u ten an t go v e rn c r and  to e lim in ate  p e rson a l pronoun re fe ren ce s in the  

se c t io n s  p ropo sed  to be  am en d ed ."

In  1 9 7 0  th e  le g is la tu re  proposed  and the vo te rs  o f A laska approved  a se r ie s  of 

am e n d m e n ts  to th e  s ta te  con stitu tion  that ch an ged  th e  n am e o f the  o ffice o f "S ec re ta ry  

o f S ta te "  to th e  o ffice  o f  "L ie u ten an t G overnor." At th a t tim e, how eve r, th e  d rafting  

a tto rn e y s  did no t ca tch  all o f the  re fe ren ce s to "S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te " .

H JR 37 co rrec ts th e  two rem ain ing re fe ren ce s to "S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te "  in th e  s ta te  

co n stitu tio n . T he p ropo sed  am end m en ts , if app roved  by the  le g is la tu re , would be 

p laced  be fo re  th e  vo te rs  in the  next gene ra l e lection .

H JR 37  a lso  co rrec ts p erson a l p ronouns re fe ren ced  in the  se c t io n s.
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S e c t io n a l  A n a l y s i s  f o r  H J R 3 7  

B Y :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  F . G r u e n b e r g ,  J r .

S e c t io n  1 .  A m ends Article I I , se c . 5 , Constitu tion  o f th e  S ta te  o f A laska

Adds: l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r

R em oves: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Adds: t h e  l e g i s l a t o r

R em oves: [H E ]

S e c t io n  2 .  A m ends Article I I , se c . 2 5  Constitu tion o f th e  S ta te  o f A laska

Adds: l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r

R em oves: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Adds: t h e  h e a d  o f  e a c h  p r in c ip a l  d e p a r t m e n t

R em oves: [H E ]

T h e se  se c t io n s  upd a te  by co rrectin g  the  only tw o  ou td a ted  re fe ren ce s to  " se c re ta ry  of 

s t a te "  to " lie u te n an t go v e rn o r"  fo llow ing the  1 9 7 0  con stitu tio na l am en d m en t th a t 

c h an ged  th e  n am e  o f th a t o ffice . T h e se  am en d m en ts  a lso  correct th e  w o rd in g  o f th e se  

se c t io n s  to m ake  them  g en d e r neutra l.

S e c t io n  3 .  T h is se c t io n  s t a t e s  th a t  the  con stitu tio na l am en d m en ts  w ill be p laced  on 

the  ba llo t a t the  nex t g e n e ra l e lec tion  a s  requ ired  by A la ska .

Art. X III , S e c . 1 o f the  C onstitu tion . Two th ird s o f e a ch  H ou se  m u st app rove  the  

p roposed  am end m en t and  a m a jo rity  o f th e  e lec to ra l vo tin g  m u st ratify  it.



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name): HJR037-OOG-OOE-3-7-Q8
Title Constitutional amendment to correct obosolete references 

to offices

Dept. Affected______
'RDU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

hJR37

OOG
Elections

Component Elections
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Gruenberg
House State Affairs Committee Component Number 21

Expenditures/Revenues_________________________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

(Thousands of Dollars)

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 1.5
Supplies
Equipment |
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1.5 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAP ITAL EXPENDITURES i i I ' i !

ICHANGC IN REVENUES ( ) I ' ! ! I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1.5
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page il necessary)
The passage of this resolution would require the constitutional amendment to appear on the 200f jenera l election ballot 
The cost of providing information about the constitutional amendment in the Official election Pamphlet, as required by 
A S  15.58 is $1.5. Should the addition o f this question require printing an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost will increase to 
$ 2 2 . 0

Gail Fenumiai, DirectorPrepared by:
Division _________________________________

Approved by Linda Perez, Administrative Director

Phone 465-2644
Division of Elections Date/Time 3/7/2008. 12:37pm

Dale 3/7/2008
Office of Ihe Governor

!R»*U«I •0.05/2008 OMB) Page 1 of 1



LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450
FAX (907) 465-2029
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Deliveries to: 129 0th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M March 10, 2008

SU B JE C T : H JR  37, correcting obsolete references in the state constitution to 
"secretary o f  state" (W ork Order No. 25 -LS  1527\C )

FR O M :

TO : Representativ

Jack Chenow< 
Assistant Rev

The join t resolution has been scheduledrfor a House State A ffa irs Committee hearing.

For whatever use you may choose to make o f  the material, set out below is a replication 
o f  my notes shared with the jo in t resolution's sponsor when this matter was last before the 
legislature in 2005 .

In 1970, the legislature proposed and the voters, by a margin o f  7 1%  - 29%  (yes = 
46 ,102 ; no = 18,781), approved a series o f  amendments to the state constitution that 
changed the name o f  the constitutional office o f  "secretary o f  state" to the o ffice  o f  
"lieutenant governor." In the 1970 jo in t resolution that proposed the amendments, SJR 2, 
a copy o f  wdiich accompanies this memo, the drafting attorneys o f  the lime did not catch 
a ll the references to "secretary o f  state." They missed the two that appear in article II, 
section 5 and article III, section 25. By proposing amendments to delete in those two 
sections the obsolete references to secretary o f  state and substituting references to 
lieutenant governor, this House jo in t resolution would correct the oversight.

Un like statutes, corrections o f  errors and omissions in the state constitution cannot be 
completed editorially. Under article X II I , section I ,

A m en d m en ts. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed 
by a two-thirds vote o f  each house o f  the legislature. The lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition summarizing each 
proposed amendment, and shall place them on the ballot for the next 
general election. I f  a majority o f  the votes cast on the proposition favor 
the amendment, it shall be adopted. Unless otherwise provided in the 
amendment, it becomes effective thirty days after the certification o f  the 
election returns by the lieutenant governor.



Corrective changes o f  this kind might have been proposed by a constitutional convention 
called to make changes to the state constitution. However, when, at ten-vear intervals 
since 1970, the proposals have been presented to the voters as referenda under article 
X III , section 3, the voters have repeatedly failed to approve calls fo r state constitutional 
conventions. The voters defeated the calls for constitutional conventions in each o f  the 
1972, 1982, 1992. and 2002 general elections.

Representative M ax F. Gruenberg
March 10, 2008
Page 2

JBC:med
08-168.med

Enclosure



j\Inska Stat* legislature

1970

S E N A T E  --------
JOINT RESOLUTION

Propos ing  t h a t  t he C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  Alaska be 
amended by changing t he  name o f  t he  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  t o 
l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r .

BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE L E G IS L A T U R E  O T THE ST A T E  OF" A L A S K A :

• S e c t i o n  1. Sece.  7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 1« and 15, Ar t .  1X1,
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the S t a t e  o f  Alaska , a r e  amended to read:

SECTION 7. There s h a l l  be a l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor .  He 
s h a l l  have t he  same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as t he  gove rnor  and
se rv e  f o r  t he  same term. He s h a l l  pe rform such du t i e s  as
may be p r e s c r i b e d  by law and aa may be d e l e g a t e d  t c him by
the  gove rno r .

SECTION 8. The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  s h a l l  be nominated 
In t he  manner p rov ided  by law f o r  nomina t ing  cand i da t e s  f o r  
o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e s .  In t he  gene r a l  e l e c t l c n  the vot es 
c a s t  f o r  a c and ida t e  f o r  gove rno r  s h a l l  be con s ide r ed  a3 
c a s t  a l s o  f o r  the c and ida t e  f o r  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor  running 
J o i n t l y  w i th  him. The ca nd i da t e  whose name appea rs  on t he  
b a l l o t  J o i n t l y  wi th t h a t  o f  the s u c c e s s f u l  c and ida t e  f o r  
gove rno r  s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  l i e u t e n a n t  governor .

SECTION 3. In case c f  the t eapcr a-y s t s e nc e  c f  the 
gove rno r  from o f f i c e ,  the l i e u t e n a n t  gcvernor  s h a l l  s e rve  
as aot l r .g governor .

TECTIIN I I .  I f  t h e  gove rn o r- e l ec t  d i e s ,  r e s i g n s ,  : r  
Is d i s q u a l i f i e d ,  t he l i e  j t e n a n t  governor  e l e c t e d  wi th r.lr. 
u.nall succeed  t c  one o f f i c e  o f  .;-ve rn c r  f o r  tr.o f u l l  term.
I f  t he  go ve rn o r- e l e c t  f a l l s  t c  a t t u ne  o f f i c e  fo r  any o t t e r  
neat  or ,  me  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  e l e c t e d  ..'Itr r . l r  o h a l l  
r v r v t  is a c t i n g  governor ,  ar.J o i .a i l  succeed  t c  the o f f i c e  
I f  t h e  g o v e r n , r - e l e c t  dee: nu t  aoo-r.c r.is o f f i c e  w i t h in  .1* 
r ur.tl.r o f  t he  . e,-Inning c f  t he  c« : t .

‘ r . c a r e  : f  a v i * v : y  I : ,  t i c  
c u r t f . , t h e  l l i  . ‘ v i  u r .t • . " i



i ■
V

1 I

t
i

SECTION 13. P r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be made by law f o r  suc ­
c e s s i o n  to t he  o f f i c e  o f  gove r no r  and f o r  an a c t i n g  gov­
e r n o r  In t he  event  t h a t  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  Is unable 
t o  su cce ed  t o  t he  o f f i c e  o r  a c t  as governor .  No e l e c t i o n  
o f  a l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  s h a l l  be h e l d  excep t  a t  the 
t ime o f  e l e c t i n g  a gove rnor .

SECTION 1<). >en t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  succeeds 
t o  t he  o f f i c e  o f  go r n o r ,  he s h a l l  have t he  t i t l e ,  
powe rs ,  d u t i e s ,  and emoluments o f  t h a t  o f f i c e .

SECTION 15. Hie compensa t i on o f  t he  gove rno r and 
t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r s h a l l  be p r e s c r i b e d  by law and 
s h a l l  no t  be d im i n i sh ed  du r i n g  t h e i r  t erm o f  o f f i c e ,  
un l e s s  by g e n e r a l  law a pp ly in g  t o  a l l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  S t a t e .

• Sec.  2. Se c s .  2, 3, I), 5 and 6, Ar t .  XI, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alaska ,  a r e  amended t o  r e ad :

SECTION 2. An I n i t i a t i v e  o r  r e f e r endum Is proposed 
by an a p p l i c a t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  b i l l  t o  be I n i t i a t e d  or  
t he  a c t  t o  be r e f e r r e d .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s i gned 
by not  l e s e  t han  one hund red q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  as sponsors ,  
and s h a l l  be f i l e d  w i t h  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor .  I f  he 
f i n d s  I t  In p r o p e r  form he s h a l l  so c e r t i f y .  Deni a l  o f  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  J u d i c i a l  revi ew.

SECTION 3. A f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
a p e t i t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  a summary o f  t he  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  
s h a l l  be p r e p a r e d  by t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  go ve r no r  f o r  c i r c u l a ­
t i o n  by t he  sp on so r s .  I f  s i g n ed  by q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s ,  equal 
In number t o  t e n  p e r  c en t  o f  t h o s e  who vo t ed  In the preced­
i ng  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and r e s i d e n t  I n a t  l e a s t  two-thi rds  
o f  t he  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t he  S t a t e ,  I t  may be f i l e d  
w i t h  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  governor .

SECTION I). An I n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  a t  
any t ime.  The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rn o r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  summar i zi ng t he  proposed law, and 
s h a l l  p l a c e  them on t ha  b a l l o t  f o r  t he  f i r s t  s t a t ew i d e  
e l e c t i o n  he l d  more t han one hundred twenty days a f t e r  
ad jou rnmen t  o f  t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  f o l l ow in g  the f i l ­
i ng .  I f ,  b e f o r e  t he  e l e c t i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
measure has been e na c t e d ,  t he  p e t i t i o n  I s  vo id.

SECTION 5. A r efe rendum p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  only w i t h i n  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  adjournment  o f  t he  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n  a t  which t he  a c t  was pa s s ed .  The l i e u t e n a n t  
gove rno r  a h a l l  p r ep a r e  a b a l l o t  t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  
summari zi ng t he  a c t  and s h a l l  p l a c e  them on t h e  b a l l o t  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s t a t ew i d e  e l e c t i o n  he l d  more t han one hun­
dr ed e i g h t y  days a f t e r  ad jou rnmen t o f  t h a t  s e s s i o n .

succeed to the o ff ic e fo r the remainder o f the term.

ma jo r i t y  of  t he  vo t e s  c a s t  on t he adop t i on ,  t he  I n i t i a t e d  measure IsSECTION 6. I f  a ma p r o p o s i t i o n  f a v o r  I t s  ad . 
e na c t e d .  I f  a m a jo r i t y  o f  t he  vo t es  c a s t  on t h e  p r opos i t i o n  
f a v o r  t he  r e j e c t i o n  o f  an ac t  r e f e r r e d ,  I t  Is r e j e c t e d .
The l i e u t e n a n t  governor  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t h i  e l e c t i o n  r e t u rn s  . 
An I n i t i a t e d  law becomes e f f e c t i v e  n i n e t y  days a f t e r  c e r t i ­
f i c a t i o n ,  I s  no t  s u b j e c t  to ve t o ,  and may not  be repea led 
by t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h i n  two ye a r s  o f  I t s  e f f e c t i v e  da t e.

I t
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I t  nay be amended a t  any t ime.  An ac t  r e j e c t e d  by 
re ferendum Is void t h i r t y  days a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Addi­
t i o n a l  p rocedu res  f o r  t he  I n i t i a t i v e  and referendum may be 
p r e s c r i b e d  t y  l av .

• Sec. 3- Secs .  1 and 3, Art .  XTII, C on s t i t u t i o n  o f  the 
S t a t e  o f  Alaska, a r e  amended to r e ad :

SECTION 1. Amendments t o  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  may be 
proposed by a two-th l rda  vo t e  o f  each house o f  the l e g i s ­
l a t u r e .  The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rno r  s h a l l  p r ep a r e  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  summar i zi ng each proposed amendment, 
and s h a l l  p l a ce  them on t he b a l l e t  f o r  t he  next  s t a t ew i d e  
e l e c t i o n .  I f  a ma jo r i t y  o f  t he vo t e s  c a s t  on the propo­
s i t i o n  f avo r  t he amendment. I t  s h a l l  be adopted.  Unless 
o the rw i s e  p rov ided  In the amei l atent,  I t  becomes e f f e c t i v e  
t h i r t y  daye a f t e r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  e l e c t i o n  r e ­
t u r n  a by t he  l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor .

SECTION 3. I f  du r i n g  any t en-yea r  p e r i od  a c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  conven t i on  has no t  been h e l d ,  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  
gove rno r s h a l l  p l a ce  on t he  b a l l o t  f o r  the nex t  gene r a l  
e l e c t i o n  t ne  qu e a t l o n :  "S h a l l  t h e r e  be a C on s t i t u t i o n a l
Convent ion?" I f  a maj o r i t y  o f  t he  vo t es  c a s t  on t he ques­
t i o n  a r e  i n  t he  n e g a t i v e ,  t he  q u e s t i o n  need no t  be p l aced 
on t he  b a l l o t  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t he  nex t  ten-year  pe r i o d .
I f  a m a jo r i t y  o f  t he  vo t ea c a s t  on t h e  q u e a t l o n  a r e  In 
th» a f f i rm a t i v e ,  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t he  conven t i on  e h a l l  be 
ehooen a t  t h e  nex t  r e g u l a r  s t a t e w i d e  e l e c t i o n ,  un l es s  
t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  prov ide s fo r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  the d e l e ga t e s  
a t  a sp e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  The l i e u t e n a n t  gove rnor  s h a l l  I s sue  
t he  c a l l  f o r  tne conven t i on .  Unless o t h e r  p r ov i s i o n s  
have been made by 1 aw, t h e  c a l l  s h a l l  conform as ne a r l y  as 
p o s s i b l e  t o  the a c t  c a l l i n g  t he  Alaska C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t i o n  o f  19551 I n c l u d i n g ,  bu t  n o t  l im i t e d  t o ,  number of  
members, d i s t r i c t s ,  e l e c t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e l e g a t e s ,  
and submi s s i on  and r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e v i s i o n s  end o r d inance s .  
7?ie a p p r o p r i a t i o n  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t he  c a l l  -nai l  be s e l f ­
e x e c u t i n g  and a h u l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a f i r s t  c la im on t he s t a t e  
t r e a s u r y .

• Sec.  t .  Sec. 9, Art .  XV, C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t he  S t a t e  o f
Alasku, I s  amended t o  read:

SECTION 9. The f i r s t  gove rno r  v:d l i e u t e n a n t  governor  
s h a l l  ho ld o f f i c e  fo r  a terra beg in n i ng  wi th t h e  Jay cn 
which they assume o f f i c e  and end ing a t  noon on the f i r s t  
lionday In December c f  t he  even-r.umtered ye a r  f o l l ow i ng  the 
ne x t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  This t e r n  s h a l l  count as a 
r u l l  terra f o r  pu rpose s o f  de t e rm i n i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  re-
e l e c t i o n  only I f  I t  Is f o u r  yea r s  c r  more In l u r a t i o n .

* See.  5. The amendments p r cp c t e d  t y  t h i s  r e t c l u t i c r .  h a l l  
t e  p l a c ed  t c f o r e  t he  vo t e r s  : f  t he  s t a t e  a t  t he  next  s t a t ew i de  
e l e c t i o n  lr. con formi ty  wi th r e c .  1, a r t .  XI I I ,  c f  t:.e I t n t t i t u -  
t lor .  c f  t h e  S t a t e  c f  Alasge,  and t he  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  :cde.
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