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H JR  34  -  F E D E R A L  F U N D IN G  F O R  DNA T E S T IN G

Sp on so r Statement

House Joint Resolution 34 respectfu lly urges the United States Congress to 
reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA Back log Grant Program.

O rig ina lly  passed in 2004 , the “ Debbie Smith Act" ensured that DNA  evidence 
cou ld be used to convict the guilty and free the innocent. Since then, m illions ot do lla rs 
o f  federal funding have been appropriated under the Debbie Smith DNA  Back log Grant 
Program to process the thousands o f  unprocessed DNA  evidence kits -  including rape 
kits -  across the country.

Currently in A laska we have about 4 00  backlogged DNA cases and have beer i 
recipient o f  the federa lly  funded Debbie Smith Grant program. The program is set to 
expire in fiscal year 2 009 , and by reauthorizing this program the grants w ill continue 
until FY  2014 . I strong ly urge your support o f !  IJR 34.

http://www.akrepublicans.org/roses.hlm
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&

WASHINGTON, D.C. -Congressw om an Carolyn B. Maloney (D -N Y), House Judiciary Committee Chairman 
John Conyers (D -M I), and House Judiciary Committee Ranking Member Lamar Smith (R -T X ) have introduced 
"The Debbie Sm ith Reauthorization Act of 2008 ," legislation that would extend an important federal DNA 
backlog processing program through FY 2014.

The original "Debbie Sm ith Act'' was signed into law in 2004 as part of "The Justice for All A ct," 
comprehensive legislation that ensured that DNA evidence could be used to convict t ; guilty and free the 
innocent. Since then, m illions of dollars of federal funding have been appropriated under the Debbie Smith 
DNA Backlog Grant Program to process the thousands of unprocessed DNA evidence k its -  including rape 
k its  - -  across the country,

“ Passing the original Debbie Sm ith bill was a huge victory for Debbie, and for the thousands of rape survivors 
like her. Our bill is se t to expire soon, but I will not stand by and let rap ists roam free while the DNA 
evidence that could convict them goes unprocessed. Reauthorizing the Debbie Sm ith Act will ensure we 
continue to keep rapists off our streets and put them in prison where they belong," said Maloney.

"C o n g iess has a responsibility to ensure justice  for rape victim s and tough sentences for ra p is ts ," stated 
Sm ith . The Debbie Sm ith Act helps L enforcement officials identify, apprehend and prosecute rapists by 
reducing the DNA backlog. Debbie Sm ith 's courageous efforts have brought justice to rape victim s 
nationwide. This important legislation protects women by providing federal funding to process the DNA 
evidence needed to take violent crim inals off the s tre e ts ."

Maloney authored the original "Debbie Sm ith Act" after rape survivor Debbie Sm ith testified before the House 
Government Reform Com mittee in June 2001 about using DNA evidence to solve rape cases. Debbie Smith 
was raped near her home in 1989. For six and a half years, she lived in fear that her attacker would return 
to kill her. Only on the day that Debbie's husband told her that the man who had raped Debbie - -  who had 
been identified because of DNA evidence -  was already in prison, was Debbie able to live without fear.

A bipartisan coalition of members of Congress, organizations, and crime victim s like Debbie Smith worked 
together to pass the original “ Debbie Sm ith A ct." The president signed the bill into law ju st as police in New 
Yo rkSta te  made their first arrest, based on an indictment of a DNA sample (“ John Doe"), of a suspect in a 
sexual assault case from 1996. The bill is set to expire at the end of FY 2009.

http: Vw w w .vp ico .com /artic lcm anauer/p rin tcrfricnd lv .aspx7artic lc  170126 2/13/2008

http://www.forensicnursemag
http://www.vpico.com/articlcmanauer/printcrfricndlv.aspx7articlc
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January 31. 200S

Honorable Bob Roses 

State Representative 

Room 416 

120 4th St

Juneau A K  09801-11S2

RE : Resolution urging Congress to reauthorize federal state and local forensic DNA grants

Dear Representative Roses;

You are probably aware o f the incredible improvements made to the crim inal ju stice  system through 

D N A testing o f evidence. As a rape surv ivor whose attacker was identified through a match on the DN A 

database. I can provide personal testament to the value o f this tool. However, the federal funding upon 

which DNA labs in Alaska rely for assistance with backlog management is  in serious jeopardy o f 

elim ination unless the US Congress acts in 2008. I hope you w ill join with legislators throughout the 
country in passing a Resolution urging Congress to reauthorize funding fo r the federal DNA 
backlog grant programs.

In 1989. I was a victim  o f a horrific rape Due to a significant DN A backlog. I w aited for nearly sever, 
years for rm rapist to be identified. Thankfu lly , my attacker was fina lly  caught through D N A  testing. 

But I s t ill live with the pain o f knowing that others continue to wait in fear as their attackers remain 

unidentified, as their cases sit in sim ila r backlogs. I also fear for those who have been w rongfull; 

convicted and await the hope oI D N A testing to exonerate them. And I fear the true perpetrator who st ill 

roams the streets -  free only because we have not allocated enough resources for D N A  analysis.

These fears drove me to bring my sto iv  to Congress, w here we eventually passed the Justice for A ll Act 

o f  2004. T it le  I I  o f  this bill provides DNA funding to state and local labs for backlogs, and was named 

the D e b b ie  Smith Act in recognition o f mv efforts Unfortunately, that program was authorized for onb 

live  years. In the last four years. A laska has received more than S855.895.00 from these grants to 

support DNA 'esting. After 2009. A laska w ill have to make up this shortfall from your own budget 
unles- this important federal grant is reauthorized in 2008.

I hope you w ill recognize the importance ol these federal grants not on,\ in terms ot criminal' tustici 
but also hi terms ol tin potential fimdiin; implications tor state ami local h.iJpcts. I have attached a draft 

Resolution tor your consideration. Prompt action on this Resolution would send a signal to ( ongrcss 
that fully funding these DNA hacking giants should he a top priority . Please contact me i f  I cat ix  of
am help in tins matter

Sinccrelv.

I ebbie Smith 
1 ounder CEO [)S  . M I -
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B i l l  S t a t u s
Introduced: Jan 17. 2008

Sponsor: Rep. Carolyn Malom / [D-NY]

Status: Introduced

Go to Bill Status Page

You are viewing the following version of this bill:

Introduced in House: This is the original text of the bill as it was written by its sponsor and submitted to 
tne House for consideration.

T ex t  of  Legis la t ion

H R  5057 IH

110th CONGRESS 

2d Session 

H  R. 5057

To reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA  Backlog Gram Program.

IN  THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

January 17, 2008

Mrs. M ALONEY o f New York (fo r herself, Mr CONYERS, and Mr. SM ITH  ot Texas) introduced the 
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A R ILL

To reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA  Backlog Grant Program.

Be u enacted Ia, tJx Senate and House cf RepnscrtL iti us the United States cf A mnci in Conges assarHeti 

S E C T IO N  1. SH O R T  T IT L E .

h ttp ://w w w .gov track .us /cong ress /b illtex t.xpd /b ill h i 10-5057&page-com m and^print 2/13/2008

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd/bill
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SEC 2. RE AUTHORIZATION OF THE DEBBIE SMITH DNA  BACKLOG GRANT 
PROGRAM.

Section 2 o f the DNA  Analysis Backlog Elimination Act o f 2000 (42 L .S .C  14135) is amended--

(1) in subsection (c)(3)--

(A) by striking subparagraphs (A) through (D );

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as subparagraph (A): and

(Q  by inserting after subparagraph (A) (as so redesignated) the following new 
subparagraph:

'(B) For each of 'he fiscal years 2010 through 2014, not less than 40 percent o f the 
grant amounts nail be awarded fo r purposes under subsection (a)(2) o f this section.'; 
and

(2) by amending subsection (j) to read as follows:

(j) Authorization o f Appropriations- There are authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney 
General fo r grants under subsection (a) o f this section $151,000,000 fo r each o f the nscal years 2009 
through 2014.'.

This Act may be cited as the 'Debbie Smith Reauthorization Act o f 20C8’.

h ttp ://w w w .go v tra ck .us /co ng rcss /b illte x t.xp d7 b iIhh l I0 -5057& pagc-com m and=prin t 2/13/2008

http://www.govtrack.us/congrcss/billtext.xpd7biIhhl
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Cornell University 
Law School Se a rc h  Low Sch o o l S e a rc h  Cornell

L I I  /  L e g a l In fo rm a t io n  I n s t i t u t e

U.S. Code collection

T IT L E  42 >  C H A PTER 136 >  SU B C H A P TE R  IX  >  Part A >  § 14135

§ 14135. The Debbie Smith DNA Backlog (a) A u th o r i z a t i on  o f
Grant Program g r an t s

The A tto rn ey G eneral 

m a y  m a ke  g ra n ts to e lig ib le  S ta te s  o r u n its  o f local g o vern m en t fo r use by the S ta te  
o r unit o f local g o vern m en t fo r the  follow ing p u rp o se s :

( 1 )  To  c a rry  out, fo r inc lu sio n  in the Com bined DNA In d e x  S y s te m  o f the Federa l 
Bureau o f In v e st ig a t io n , DNA a n a ly se s  of sa m p le s  co llected  un der a p p licab le  legal 

au th o rity .

( 2 )  To c a rry  out, for inc lu sio n  in such  Com bined DNA In d e x  S y s te m , DNA 
a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s  fro m  crim e  sc e n e s , including sa m p le s  from  rape k it s , sa m p le s  
from  o th er se xu a l a ssa u lt  ev id e n ce , and sa m p le s  taken  in c a se s  w ithout an 
identified  su sp e c t.

(3 )  To in cre ase  the ca p a c ity  o f la b o ra to rie s owned by th e  S ta te  or by u n its o f 
local g o vern m en t to c a rry  out DNA a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s  sp e c if ie d  in p arag rap h  (1 ) 
or (2 ) .

(4 )  To co llect DNA sa m p le s  sp e c if ie d  n p arag rap h  (1 ) .

(5 )  To e n su re  th a t DNA te stin g  and a n a ly s is  o f sa m p le s  from  c r im e s , including 
se x u a l a ssa u lt  and o th er se r io u s  v io len t c r im e s , a re  ca rrie d  out in a t im e ly  
m an n er.

( b )  Eligibi li ty
For a S ta te  or un it of loca l g o vern m en t to be e lig ib le  to rece ive  a g ran t under th is  
se c tio n , fh e  ch ie f e xe cu tive  o ffice r o f the S ta te  o r unit o f local g o vern m en t sh a ll 
su b m it to the A tto rn ey G enera l an app lica tio n  in such form  and contain ing such 
in fo rm atio n  a s the  A tto rn ey G enera l m ay re q u ire . The ap p lica tio n  sh a ll, a s req u ired  
by the A tto rn ey G e n e ra l—

( 1 )  p rov id e  a ssu ra n c e s  th a t the S ta te  or un it o f loca l g o vern m en t has 
im p le m e n te d , or w ill im p le m e n t not la te r  than 120 d a y s a fte r  the date o f such 
ap p lica tio n , a co m p re h e n sive  plan for the e xp e d itio u s DNA a n a ly s is  o f sa m p le s  in 
accordance with th is  se c tio n ;

( 2 )  include a ce rtifica tio n  that each DNA a n a ly s is  ca rrie d  out under the plan sh a ll 
be m a in ta in ed  p u rsu an t to the p riv a cy  re q u ire m e n ts d escrib ed  in sectio n  14132
(b )(3 )  of th is t it le ;

( 3 )  include a ce rtifica tio n  that the S ta te  or unit o f local g o vern m en t has 
d e te rm in e d , by s ta tu te , ru le , or reg u latio n , those o ffe n se s under S ta te  law that

ht r//w\vw.law.comcll.cdu/uscodohtml/uscodc42/usc see 42 00014135— 000-.h tm l 2.13/2008
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sh a ll be tre a te d  for p u rp o se s o f th is  sectio n  a s  qu alify in g  S ta te  o ffe n se s ;

( 4 )  sp e c ify  the a llo catio n  th a t the  S ta te  or un it o f loca l g o vern m en t sh a ll m a ke , 
in using grant am o u n ts to c a rry  out DNA a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s , a s betw een 
sa m p le s  sp e c if ie d  in su b sectio n  (a ) (1 )  o f th is sectio n  and sa m p le s sp e c if ie d  in 

su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  se c tio n ;

(5) sp e c ify  th a t portion o f g ran t am o u n ts th a t the S ta te  o r unit o f local 
g o ve rn m en t sh a ll use  for th e  purpose sp ec ified  in su b sectio n  (a ) (3 )  o f th is  

se c tio n ;

( 6 )  if  su b m itte d  by a unit o f local g o vern m en t, c e rt ify  that the unit o f local 
g o ve rn m en t h as ta k e n , or is  tak in g , all n e c e ssa ry  ste p s  to en su re  th a t it is  e lig ib le  
to in c lu de , d ire c tly  or through a S ta te  law en fo rcem en t agency, all a n a ly s e s  o f 
sa m p le s  fo r which it h a s req u e ste d  funding in the  Com bined DNA In d e x  S y s te m ; 

and

( 7 )  sp e c ify  th a t portion o f g ran t am o u n ts that the S ta te  o r unit o f locai 
g o ve rn m en t sh a ll use fo r the purpose sp e c ifie d  in su b sectio n  (a ) (4 )  of th is  se ctio n .

( c )  F o rm u la  f o r  d i r+r ibut ion  o f  g r an t s
( 1 )  In  g en e r a l
Th e  A tto rn e y  G enera l sh a ll d is tr ib u te  g ran t a m o u n ts, and e sta b lish  ap p ro p ria te  
g ran t co n d itio n s under th is  se c tio n , in co n fo rm ity  with a fo rm u la  o r fo rm u la s 
th a t a re  d esig ned  to e ffe c tu a te  a d istrib u tio n  o f funds am ong e lig ib le  S ta te s  and 

u n its  o f local g o vern m en t th a t—

( A )  m a x im iz e s  the  e ffe c tiv e  u tiliza tio n  of DNA tech nology to so lve  c r im e s  
and p ro tect pub lic s a fe ty ; and

( B )  a llo ca te s  g ra n ts am ong e lig ib le  e n tit ie s  fa ir ly  and e ffic ie n tly  to a d d re ss  
ju r is d ic t io n s  in which s ig n ifica n t b ack lo g s e x is t , by co n sid e rin g —

( i )  the n um ber o f o ffe n d e r and casew o rk sa m p le s aw aiting DNA 
a n a ly s is  in a ju r isd ic t io n ;

( i i )  the population in the ju r isd ic t io n ; and

( i i i )  the n um ber o f part 1 v io len t c r im e s in the ju r isd ic t io n .

( 2 )  M in imum  a m o u n t
Th e A tto rn e y  G enera l sh a ll a llo ca te  to each S ta te  not le ss  than 0 .5 0  p ercen t of 
the to ta l am ou n t ap p ro p ria ted  in a fisca l y e a r fo r g ra n ts under th is se c tio n , 
e xce p t th a t the United S ta te s  V irgin Is la n d s , A m erican  Sa m o a , G uam , and the 
N orthern M ariana Is la n d s  sh a ll each be a llo cated  0 .1 2 5  percent of the  total 
a p p ro p ria tio n .

( 3 )  L im i ta t ion
G rant a m o u n ts d istr ib u te d  under paragraph (1 ) sh a ll be aw arded to conduct 
DNA a n a ly se s  o f sa m p le s from  casew ork o r from  v ic t im s o f c rim e  under 
su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  sectio n  in accordance with the follow ing lim ita t io n s :

( A )  F t  fisc a l ye a r 2005 , not le ss  than 50 percen t o f the grant am o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for p u rp o ses under su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  se ctio n .

( B )  For fisca l y e a r 2006 , not le s s  than 50 percen t o f the grant am o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for p u rp o ses under su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  sectio n ,

( C )  For fisc a l ye a r 2007 , not le s s  than 45 percen t o f the grant a m o u n ts

h ltp :/ 'w w w .Iaw .com cll.cdu/uscodchtm l/uscode42/usc see 42 00014135— 000-.htm l 2/13/2008

http://www.Iaw.comcll.cdu/uscodchtml/uscode42/usc


US C O D E : T itle 4 2 ,14135 . The Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program Page 3 o i 6

sh a ll be avvarded fo r pu rp o ses under su b sectio n  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f th is  se c tio n .

( D )  For Fiscal y e a r  2008, not le s s  than 40 percen t o f the g ran t a m o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for p u rp o ses under su b sectio n  ( a ) ( 2 )  o f th is  se c tio n .

( E )  For fisc a l y e a r 2009, not le s s  than 40 percen t o f the g ran t a m o u n ts 
sh a ll be aw arded for pu rp o ses under su b sectio n  (a ) (2 )  o f th is  se c tio n .

( d )  Analys is  o f  s am p le s
( 1 )  In  g en e ra l
A plan p u rsu an t to su b sectio n  (b ) (1 )  o f th is  sectio n  sh a ll req u ire  th a t, e xce p t a s 
provided in paragraph (3 ) ,  each DNA a n a ly s is  be carried  out in a la b o ra to ry  th a t 

s a t is f ie s  q u a lity  a ssu ra n ce  sta n d a rd s and i s —

( A )  o perated  by the S ta te  or a unit o f local g o ve rn m e n t; or

( B )  o perated  by a p riva te  e n tity  pursuant to a co n tract with the S ta te  o r  a 

unit o f local g o vern m en t.

( 2 )  Qua l i ty  a s s u r a n c e  s t a n d a rd s
(A )  Th e  D irecto r o f the Federa l Bureau of In v e stig a tio n  sh a ll m a in ta in  and 
m ake  a va ila b le  to S ta te s  and u n its  of local g o vern m en t a d e scrip tio n  o f 
q u a lity  a ssu ra n ce  protoco ls and p ra c tice s that the D ire c to r co n sid e rs  
ad eq u ate  to a ssu re  the q u a lity  o f a fo re n sic  la b o ra to ry .

( B )  Fo r p u rp o ses o f th is se c tio n , a lab o rato ry  s a t is f ie s  q u a lity  a ssu ra n c e  
s ta n d a rd s if the lab o rato ry  s a t is f ie s  the q u a lity  contro l re q u ire m e n ts  
d escrib ed  in p arag rap h s (1 )  and (2 )  of sectio n  14132 (b ) o f th is  t it le .

( 3 )  U s e  o f  v o u c h e r s  o r  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  ce r ta in  p u r p o s e s
( A )  In  gene ra l
A g ran t for the p u rp o ses sp e c if ie d  in paragraph (1 ) , (2 ) ,  or (5 ) of 
su b sectio n  (a )  o f th is  sectio n  m a y be m ade in the fo rm  o f a vo u ch er or 
co n tract for la b o ra to ry  se rv ic e s , even if  the la b o ra to ry  m a k e s  a re a so n a b le  
p ro fit fo r the se rv ic e s .

( B )  R e d em p t i o n
A vo u ch er or co n tra ct under su bp aragrap h  (A ) m ay be red eem ed  a t a 
lab o rato ry  operated  on a n onprofit or fo r -p ro fit  b a s is , by a p riv a te  e n tity  
th a t s a t is f ie s  q u a lity  a ssu ra n ce  sta n d a rd s and h as been ap proved  by the 
A tto rn e y  G enera l.

( C )  P aym en t s
The A ttorney G enera l m ay use  am o u n ts auth orized  u n d er su b se ctio n  ( j)  o f 
th is  sectio n  to m ake  p a ym e n ts to a lab o rato ry d escrib ed  under 
su bp aragrap h  (B ) .

( e )  R e s t r i c t i on s  on  use  o f  funds
( 1 )  N on supp lan t in g

Funds m ade a va ilab le  p u rsu an t to th is sectio n  sh a ll not be used to su p p la n t 
S ta te  or local g overnm en t fu n d s, but sh a ll be used to in cre a se  the am ou n t of 
funds that would, in the ab sen ce  o f Federal fun ds, be m ade a v a ila b le  fro m  S ta te  
or local g overnm en t so u rce s for the p u rp o ses of th is Act.

http:/, ww w.law .com ell.cdu/uscode/htm l/uscodc42/usc see 42 00014135— 000-.h tm l 2/13 2008
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( 2 )  Adm in i s t ra t ive  c o s t s
A S ta te  or un it of local g o vern m en t m a y not u se  m o re  than 3 p ercen t o f the 
funds it re c e iv e s fro m  th is  sectio n  for a d m in is tra t iv e  e x p e n se s .

( f )  R e p o r t s  to  t h e  A t t o rn ey  Gene ra l
Each S ta te  o r un it o f loca l governm en !ch re c e iv e s  a g ran t under th is  sectio n  sh a ll 
su b m it to the A ttorney G en era l, for each y e a r in which fu n d s fro m  a g ran t rece ived  
under th is sectio n  is  exp en ded , a rep o rt at such t im .° and in su ch  m an n er a s  the 
A ttorney G eneral m a y  rea so n a b ly  req u ire , which c o n ta in s—

( 1 )  a su m m a ry  o f the  a c tiv it ie s  ca rried  out un der the grant and an a ss e s sm e n t 
o f w h eth er such a c tiv it ie s  a re  m eeting  the needs identified  in the a p p lica tio n ; and

( 2 )  such o th er in fo rm atio n  a s  the A tto rney G eneral m ay re q u ire .

( g )  R e p o r t s  to  C on g r e s s
Not la te r  than 90 d a y s a fte r  the end o f each fisca l y e a r  fo r which g ra n ts are  m ade 
under th is se c tio n , the A tto rn ey G enera l sh a ll su b m it to the C o n g re ss a rep o rt that 
in c lu d e s—

( 1 )  the agg reg ate  am ount o f g ra n ts m ade under th is sectio n  to each S ta te  or 
unit o f local g o vern m en t for such fisca l y e a r ;

( 2 )  a su m m a ry  of the in fo rm atio n  provided by S ta te s  or u n its  o f local 
g o vern m en t rece iv in g  g ra n ts under th is se c tio n ; and

( 3 )  a d escrip tio n  of th e  p rio rit ie s  and plan for aw arding g ra n ts am ong e lig ib le  
S ta te s  and u n its of local g o vern m en t, and how such plan will e n su re  the e ffe c tive  
use  o f DNA tech nology to so lve  c r im e s and p ro tect pub lic sa fe ty .

( h )  E xpend i tu re  r e c o r d s  
( 1 )  In  g en e r a l

Each S ta te  or lit o f local g overnm en t which re c e iv e s  a g ran t under th is sectio n  
sh a ll keep reco rd s as the A tto rney G eneral m ay req u ire  to fa c ilita te  an e ffe c tive  
au d it o f the rece ip t and use o f g rant funds rece ived  under th is  se c tio n .

( 2 )  A c c e s s
Each S ta te  or unit o f local g o vern m en t which re c e iv e s  a g rant under th is sectio n  
sh a ll m ake  a va ila b le , fo r the purpose of aud it and e xa m in a tio n , such  reco rd s as 
a re  re la ted  to the rece ip t or use  o f any such g ran t.

( i )  Definit ion
For p u rp o ses o f th is se c tio n , the te rm  " S t a t e "  m ean s a S ta te  of the United S ta te s , the 
D istric t o f C o lu m b ia , the Com m onw ealth  o f Puerto  R ico , the United S ta te s  Virgin 
Is la n d s , A m erican  Sa m o a , G uam , and the Northern M ariana Is la n d s .

( j )  Au th o r iz a t i on  o f  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s
A m ounts are  au th o rized  to be ap propria ted  to the A tto rney G en era l fo r g ra n ts under 
su b sectio n  (a ) o f th is sectio n  as fo llow s:

( 1 )  $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  for fisca l y e a r 20 05 ;

http://www.law.comell.edu/uscodc/html/uscodc42/usc see 42 00014135— 000-.html 2,13/2008
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(2) $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r fisc a l y e a r 2 0 0 6 ;

( 3 )  $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r fisc a l y e a r 2 0 0 7 ;

( 4 )  $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  fo r fisc a l y e a r 2 0 0 8 ; and

(5) $ 1 5 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  for fisc a l y e a r 2009.

( k )  U s e  o f  f u n d s  f o r  a c c r e d i t a t i on  and  aud i t s
The A tto rn ey G en era l m a y  d is tr ib u te  not m o re  than 1 percen t o f the g ra n t a m o u n ts 

under su b se ctio n  ( j )  o f th is  se c tio n —

( 1 )  to S ta te s  o r u n its o f local g o vern m en t to d e fra y  the c o sts  in cu rred  by 
la b o ra to rie s o p erated  by each such  S ta te  or un it of local g o ve rn m en t in preparing  
for a cc re d ita tio n  or re a ccre d ita tio n ;

( 2 )  in th e  fo rm  o f add itio n al g ra n ts to S ta te s , u n its o f local g o ve rn m e n t, o r 
n onprofit p ro fe ss io n a l o rg a n iza tio n s o f p e rso n s a c tiv e ly  in vo lved  in fo re n s ic  
sc ie n ce  and n a tio n a lly  recogn ized  w ithin the fo re n sic  sc ie n ce  c o m m u n ity —

( A )  to d e fra y  the c o sts  o f e x te rn a l a u d its o f la b o ra to rie s o p erated  by such 
S ta te  o r un it o f local g o ve rn m en t, which p a rtic ip a te s  in the N ational DNA 
In d e x  S y s te m , to d e te rm in e  w h eth er the la b o ra to ry  is  in co m p lian ce  with 

q u a lity  a ssu ra n c e  s ta n d a rd s ;

( B )  to a s s e s s  co m p lian ce  with any p lans su b m itte d  to the N ational In s t itu te  
o f Ju s t ic e , which d eta il the use o f funds rece ived  by S ta te s  or u n its  o f local 
g o ve rn m en t un der th is  A c t; and

(C) to su p p o rt fu tu re  ca p a c ity  building e ffo r ts ; and

( 3 )  in the fo rm  o f add itio n al g ra n ts to n onprofit p ro fe ssio n a l a sso c ia tio n s  a c tiv e ly  
in vo lved  in fo re n s ic  sc ie n ce  and n atio n a lly  recognized  w ithin the fo re n s ic  sc ie n ce  
co m m u n ity  to d e fra y  the c o sts  o f tra in in g  p e rso n s who conduct e x te rn a l a u d its  o f 
la b o ra to rie s  o p erated  by S ta te s  and u n its o f local g o vern m en t and which 
p a rtic ip a te  in th e  N ational DNA In d e x S y s te m .

( I )  U s e  o f  f u n d s  f o r  o t h e r  f o r en s i c  s c i en c e s
The A tto rn ey G en era l m ay  aw ard a g rant under th is sectio n  to a S ta te  or un it o f locat 
g o vern m en t to a lle v ia te  a backlog  o f c a se s  with re sp e c t to a fo ren sic  sc ie n ce  o ther 
than DNA a n a ly s is  i f  the S ta te  or unit o f local g o ve rn m en t—

( 1 )  c e rt if ie s  to the  A tto rn ey G enera l that in such  S ta te  or u n it—

( A )  a ll o f the  p u rp o ses se t forth in su b sectio n  (a )  o f th is  se ctio n  have been 
m e t;

( B )  a s ig n ifica n t backlog  o f casew o rk is  not w aiting for DNA a n a ly s is ; and

(C) th e re  is  no need for s ig n ifican t lab o rato ry  eq u ip m en t, su p p lie s , or 
a d d itio n a l p erso n n e l for t im e ly  DNA p ro cessin g  of casew o rk  or o ffen d er 
sa m p le s ; and

( 2 )  d e m o n stra te s  to the A tto rn ey G eneral that such S ta te  or unit re q u ire s  
a ss is ta n c e  in a lle v ia tin g  a backlog  o f c a se s invo lving  a fo re n sic  sc ie n ce  o th er than 
DNA a n a ly s is .

( m )  Exte rna l  a u d i t s  an d  r em ed ia l  e f fo r t s

http://www.law.comell.cdu/uscode/hlml/uscodc42 use see 42 00014135— 000-.html 2 13/2008
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In  the even t th a t a la b o ra to ry  operated  by a S ta te  or un it o f local g o vern m en t which 
h as rece ived  fu n d s under th is  Act has undergone an e x te rn a l aud it conducted to 
d ete rm in e  w neth er the  lab o rato ry  is  in co m p lian ce  with sta n d a rd s e sta b lish e d  by the 
D irecto r o f the Fed era l Bureau of In v e stig a tio n , and, a s  a re su lt  o f such  au d it, 
id e n tifie s  m e a su re s  to rem ed y d e fic ie n c ie s with re sp e c t to the  co m p lian ce  by the 
la b o ra to ry  with such sta n d a rd s , the S ta te  or unit o f loca l g o ve rn m en t sh a ll im p lem en t 

any such rem ed ia tio n  a s  soon as p ra ctica b le .

LII has no control over and does not endorse any external
Internet site that contains links to or references LII.
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Alaska

Statistical Information j Total

[O ffender P ro files j 10,965
[Forensic Samples 647
Number o f  C O D IS  Labs 1
N D IS  Participating Labs 1
Investigations Aided | 212

Back to Statistical Map

http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/codis/ak.htm 2/13/2008
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s e x u a l  ljL
a s s a u l t

s t a t i s t i c s

A ccord ing to a  study  conducted  by the N ational Victim C en ter, 

1 .3  w om en  (a g e  18  and  o ve r) in the United S ta te s  a re  forcib ly 

raped  e a c h  m inute. That t ra n s la te s  to 7 8  p e r  hour, 1 ,8 7 1  per

day , OT 6 8 3 ,0 0 0  per year. - Rape m Am gncaA Report to the Nation. National Victim 
Center. 1992

A ccord ing to the U .S . D epartm ent o f J u s t ic e , n ear ly  6  out of 1 0  

rap e / se x u a l a s s a u lt  in c id en ts a re  reported by v ic tim s to h a ve  
occu rred  in their own hom e or at the hom e o f a friend , re la tive ,

or ne ighbo r. - SexOffenses and Offenders An Analysis o f Data on Rape_and Sexual Assault. 
Bureau o f Statistics, Office o f Justice Programs. U S. Dept, o f Justice. 1997

5 1 %  o f the se x u a l a s s a u lt  c a s e s  stud ied  in the W o m en 's  S a fe ty  

P ro jec t su rv e y  w e re  com m itted a g a in s t  young w om en  b e tw een

1 6  and  21 y e a rs , old. - 'Sexual Violence in Women's Safety Pro/ect. A Community- 
Based Survey," 1995

In 2 9 %  o f rap e s , the o ffender u se d  a  w eap o n . - Violence Against Women.
Bureau o f Justic Statistics. U S  Oept o f Justice. 1994

A ccord ing to the U .S. D epartm ent of Ju s t ic e , an  e st im a ted  9 1 %  

o f the v ic tim s of rap e  and  se x u a l a s s a u lt  a re  fem a le  and  9 %  a re  

m a le . N early  9 9 %  of the o ffend e rs they d e sc r ib ed  in s in g le ­

victim  in c id en ts a re  m ale . - Violence Against Woman. Bureau o f Justic Statistics. U S 
Dept of Justice. 1994

R ap e  o r s e x u a l a s s a u lt  w a s  the v io lent crim e le a s t  often 

reported to law  en forcem ent, - c rim e  victim ization 1999 c h a n g e s  1993-99 with
Trends 1993-99, National Crime Victimization Survey Bureau o f Justice Statistics. U S  Dept of 
Justice. 2000

1 3 .3 %  of co lle g e  w om en ind icated  that they had  b e en  forced to 

h a v e  s e x  in a dating situation . Journal o f lnterpersor a' Violence. I Johnson & R
Sigler 2000

A m ong d e v e lo p m en ta l^  d isab led  ad u lts  a s  m any  a s  8 3 %  o f the 

females and 32% of the m a le s  a re  v ic tim s o f s e x u a l a s s a u lt .
Sexual Assault Against Women with Disabilities Disabled Women's Network 1991

T he N ational V io lence A ga in st W om en S u rv ey  found that rape 

is  a  c rim e com m itted prim arily a g a in s t  youth. Of the w om en  

who reported be in g  raped  som etim e in their liv e s , 2 1 .6 %  w ere  

younge r than  a g e  12 , 3 2 .4 %  w ere  a g e s  12  to 17 , 2 9 %  w e re

h ttp ://fam ilics incris is .nct/scxua l assault statistics.htm l 2/13/2008

http://familicsincrisis.nct/scxual


Sexual Assault Statistics Page 2 o f 2

a g e s  1 8  to 2 4 , and  1 6 .6  %  w e re  ove r 2 5  y e a r s  old. T hu s, 5 4 %  

o f w om en  v ic tim s w e re  under a g e  18  at the tim e o f the first 

rap e  and  8 3 %  w ere  under the a g e  o f 2 5 . - ■Prevalence. incidence and
Consequences o f Violence Against Women Findings from Ihe National Violence Against Women 
Survey,'  National Institute of Justice, Office o f Justice Programs, U S Dept o f Justice, 1998

4  out of 5  s tu d en ts  (8 1 % ) h a v e  exp e r ien ced  so m e  form of 

s e x u a l h a ra s sm e n t during the ir schoo l y e a r s . - •Pre.atence, incidence
and Consequences o f Violence Against Women Findings from the National Violence Against 
Women Survey," Nahonal Institute of Justice. Office o f Justice Programs. U S  Dept of Justice, 1998

77%  o f  c o m p le t e d  r a p e s  a r e  c o m m it t e d  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  i s

k n o w n  to  th e  v ic t im .  - Bureau o f Justice Statistics, U.S. Dept o f Justice

h ttp ://fam ilics incris is .nct/scxua l assault statistics.htm l 2 /13/2008
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From: Collins, Michelle L (D P S ) [m ichelle.collins@ alaska.gov]

S e n t: Friday, February 15, 2008 10.25 AM

To : Crystal Koeneman

Su b je c t: R E : DNA Backlog Grant Program

Crystal,

They are currently vacant positions that already existed I absol te1' support federal funding for DNA! 

M vhelle L. Collins
Criminalist IV DNA/CODIS Supervisor
AK State CO D IS Administrator
Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory
5500 East Tudor Road
Anchorage. AK 99507
907-269-5620 phone
907-338 6614 fax

P le a se  note that my e -m ail a d d re ss has changed. My new e -m ail a d d re ss is
M ichelle.CoUins@alaska.gov

Crystal Koeneman

F ro m : Crystal Koeneman [mailto:Crystal_Koeneman@legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 10:12 AM 
To: Collins, Michelle L (DPS)
Subject :  RE: DNA Backlog Grant Program

Michelle,

Thank you for getting back to me so quickly!!! I do have a few more questions, when you say that you 
are preparing to hire 2 more staff , are those currently vacant positions that are needing to be filled, or 
are they two new positions? Also, I was wondering if you supported H JR  34 - FE D E R A L FUNDING 
FO R DNA T E ST IN G . P lease  let me know!!! Thank you for your time!!!

Crystal Koeneman
Legislative Assistant -  Rep Boh Roses 
District 19 Northeast Anchorage, Alaska 
phone 907-465-4939 - lax 907-465-24M

Fro m : Collins, Michelle L (DPS) [mailto:m ichelle.collins@alaska.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 9:42 AM
To: Crystal Koeneman
Subject :  DNA Backlog Grant Program

Crystal.
Alaska currently has about 400 backlogged DNA cases. We currently have only 2 full-time analysts, 
but are preparing to hire 2 more. I am attaching a spreadsheet summarizing the federal grants we have 
received in the past few /ears If you have any additional questions, feel free to contact me directly

Thanks,
M V  u V L Co r

2 18/2008

mailto:michelle.collins@alaska.gov
mailto:Michelle.CoUins@alaska.gov
mailto:Crystal_Koeneman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:michelle.collins@alaska.gov
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Criminalist IV. DNA/CODIS Supervisor
AK S','tie  CO D IS Administrator
Alaska Scientific Crime Detection Laboratory
5500 E ist Tudor Road
Anchorage. AK 99507
907-269-5020 phone
907-338-661*4 fax

P leas 3 note that my e-mail add re ss  has changed . My new e-mail add re ss is
M|ch, lie Collins@ alaska.gov

2 /18/2008

mailto:Collins@alaska.gov


Federal Grant Period Purposes Amount Notes

2007 DNA Convicted 10/1/07- DNA robotic software and

Offender Backlog 9/30/08 in-house analysis supplies $ 160,000.00 Active

2006 DNA Convicted 
Offender Backlog

10/1/06-

9/30/08

Supplies for in-house 

analysis of convicted 
offender DNA $ 87,500.00 Active

2006 DNA Backlog 
Reduction

10/1/06-

9/30/08

Permanent Criminalist 
Salary, DNA supplies, 
Administrative Expenses $ 106,474.00 Active

2006 DNA Capacity 

Enhancement

10/1/06-

9/30/07

DNA Robots, DNA 
Microscope, Expert System 
Sofware, Onsite DNA staff 

training, CO D IS Server, 
Workstations, Validation 
Supplies $ 212,026.00 Closed

2005 DNA Capacity 
Enhancement

10/1/05-

3/31/07

DNA equipment, supplies, 
Non-permanent Personnel 

Serv ices for CO D IS sample 
uploading $ 181,600.00 Closed

2004 DNA Backlog 8/1/04- Non-perm Criminalist
Reduction______________ 7/31/07 Salary DNA Screening_______$ 194,620 00 Closed



FISCAL NOTE

S TA TE  O F A L A S K A
2008 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version
() Publish Date

HJR 34VA

Identifier (file name) 
Title

HJR  34
FED ER AL FUND ING  FO R  DNA TEST IN G

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Bob Roses
House Judiciary Committee

E x penditures/Revenues

Dept Affected 
" RDU
Component

Component Number

(Thousands of Dollars)

None

Note Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below
Appropriation

Required Information

O P ER AT IN G  EXPEND ITU R ES FY  2009 FY  2009 FY  2010 FY 2011 FY  2012 F Y  2013 FY  2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 

Equipment 

Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TO TAL  O PER AT ING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

C AP ITA L  EXPEND ITUR ES r i i i

|C H A N G E  IN R EVE N U E S  ( ) I I I I I

FU N D  SO UR CE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other Interagency Receipts
T O T AL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

. .

AN A LYS IS : [Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by Jane W  Pierson Committee Aide Phone (907) 465-4990

Division Date/Time 2/22/2008 at 4 30 PM

Approved by Representative Ramras_____________________________________________________  Date 2/22/2008
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Date Referred to Committee: February 13, 2008 

Date o f Committee Action: Z-\ 7^7\

(7)

The JU D IC IA R Y  Committee considered:

FU RTH ER  REFERRA LS : 

H JR 34

FED ERA L  FUND ING  FO R DNA TEST INGHOUSE JO IN T  RE SO LU T IO N  NO. 34 

Urging the United States Congress to reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA backlog grant program  

Recommends it be replaced with | ) HCS or | | CS for____ X )
For Senate Bills with new title: /  /  Technical Title [ j  Sew Title: IICR_ | | Same T itle  | | New T itlt

[ ] attach am endm ents 

( j add new referra l to 

1 Letter o f  Intent

C o m m ittee

C  vn m ittee

List o f 
tbhrev 

for
Depla:
A DM
CEO
COR
C R T
EE D
DEC
DEC
G O V
IISS
L W K
L A W
L E G
M VA
DNR
DPS
R E V
D O T
HA

M :IV  F IS C A L  N O T E S

L is t  by D ep t(s): |  *FN # F isc a l Indet. Z ero

PREVIOUS F IS C A L  N O T E S
l . i s l  by D cp l(s ): FN # |  F isc a l |  Indet. Z ero

Sign ing with recom m endations
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