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Attached are the following documents for HB102

• HB102 (2*-LS0399vA)
•  SPONSOR STATEMENT
• SECTIONAL
• FISCAL NOTES

I ) DMV -  0 FISCAL NOTE
2) L A W - 0  FISCAL NOTE
3) DPS -  0 FISCAL NOTE

• SUPPORT
1) Alaska Association o f  Chiefs o f  Police -  Resolution
2) Public Safety Employees Association, Inc. -  HB102 Position 

Paper
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S P O N S O R  ST A T E M E N T  

H 3  102

“An Act relating to vacating lanes or slowing down fo r  certain vehicles 
stopped along the side o f  a road. ”

This bill will provide greater protection to law enforcement and emergency 
personnel who are performing official duties on single lane or double lane 
highways by providing clear directives for drivers approaching emergency 
vehicles.

When the legislature originally passed this legislation the law stated that c i a 
highway with two or more lanes in the same direction a driver approaching 
emergency vehicles performing official duties, the driver shall vacate the lane 
closest to the emergency vehicle or slow to a reasonable and prudent speed. The 
“or” clause m ade enforcement o f  this bill very difficult. Additionally the original 
law did not address driver responsibility .vdien driving on a single lane highway.

This legislation changes the wording in order to compel drivers traveling on a 
highway with two or more lanes in the same direction to change lanes if  possible 
in existing safety and traffic conditions. If  it is not possible for the driver to 
change lanes they must slow to a reasonable and prudent speed. I f  the highway 
has less than two lanes the driver shall slow to a reasonable and prudent speed.

HB 102 clearly conveys, and now provides the clear language for enforcement, o f  
the legislatures intent to provide maximum safety to law enforcement and 
emergency personnel performing official duties along our highways.

E-Mail: Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.ak.us
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S E C T IO N A L  

HB 102

“An Act relating to "vacating lanes or slowing down fo r  certain vehicles 
stopped along the side o f  a road. ”

Section 1: O v ertak in g  an d  passing  certa in  s ta tio n a ry  vehicles(a)
(1)

(A) deletes the word SAFELY and adds if  possible in th e  existing safety  an d  
t raffic  cond itions which allows for the possibility that a driver may not be able to 
safely vacate the lane closest to emergency vehicles.

(B) adds a new subsection if  a lane change u n d e r (A) o f th is p a ra g ra p h  
w ould  be im possible, p ro h ib ited  by law , o r  unsafe, slow to  a reasonab le  an d  
p ru d e n t speed  considering  th e  traffic , roadw ay , an d  w ea th e r conditions;
which directs a driver to slow to a reasonable and prudent speed i f  a lane change 
is not possible.

(2) w ith  few er th an  tw o lanes traveling  in  the sam e d irec tion , address the 
action that a driver will take when coming upon emergency vehicles on a highway 
with fewer than two lanes.

E-Mail: Representative_John_Coghill@legis.state.a,:.us



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):____________________Dept. Affected_________ Administration
Title "An Act relating to vacating lanes or slowing down RDU Division of Motor Vehicles
____________ for certain vehicles stopped....1* Component Motor Vehicles__________
Sponsor Rep. Coghill________________________________ ________________________________
Requester (H) TRA___________________________________Component No. 2348_____

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2007 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 102

(H) Publish Date: 2/19/07

Expenditures/Revenues_________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES j 0.0 1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 I 0 , | 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mnntal Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL | 0.0 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: ____0.0
Mark this box (X) If funding for this bill is included In the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

This oill does not impact the Division of Motor Vehicles.

Prepared by: Duane Bannock, director________________________________  Phone 465-2200
Division Motor Vehicles Date/Time 2/10/2007 11:00am
Approved by: Kevin Brooks, Deputy Commissioner__________________________  Date 2/12/2007
Agency Department of Administration_________________________________

[RavMu 4/18/2006 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF A LA S K A  Fiscal Note Number: 2_____
2007 LEG ISLATIVE  SESSION Bill Version: HB 102

(H) Publish Date: 2/19/07

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): __________________Dept. Affected_________ Law______
Title An Act relating to passing stationary vehicles.______ RDU Criminal_____________
   Component Crim inal Justice Litigation
Sponsor Representative Coghill____________________________________________ __________
Requester Housr Transportation________________________ Component No.________ __________

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.____________________
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I | ~T~ I T  ! I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | I |

FUND SOURCE__________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal: [

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page H necessary)
The bill would require a driver to safely vacate the adjacent lane or slow to a reasonable speed when 
passing certain stationary vehicles being used to perform official duties. The bill would apply to tow-trucks 
as well as police, fire, en urgency and animal control vehicles when the stationary vehicle is displaying 
flashing emergency lights. The department does not anticipate any significant fiscal impact.

Prepared by: Robert Meiners, Acting Director_______________
Division Administrative Services Division_______________

Approved by: Robert Meiners for Talis Colberg, Attorney General
Agency Department of Law____________________________

Phone 465-5427______
Date/Time 2/13/07 10:27 AM

Date 2/13/2007

{Raviud 9/18/2006 0MB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 

TOTAL

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 3
2007 LEG ISLAT IVE  SESSION Bill Version: HB 102

(H) Publish Date: 2/19/07

Revision Date/Time :___________________________________ Dept. Affected;_________ Public Safety
Title An act relating to passing stationary vehicles_______ RDU Alaska State Troopers
____________ _______________ ________________________Component m6t  Detachments
Sponsor Representative Coghill
Requester House Transportaiton Committee Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2008 budget proposal: | ~]

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill is an act relating to vacating lanes or slowing down for certain vehicles stopped along the side of a 
road.

Passage of this legislation will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety.

Prepared by: Lt. Rodney Dial_______________________________________  Phone 907-247-4480
Division Division of Alaska State Troopers________________  Date/Time 2/9/07 1600

Approved by: Commissioner Walt Monegan__________________________ Date 2/14/2007
Agency Department of Public Safety___________________________

(ReviMO 9/1W2006 OMB) Page 1 of 1



ALASKA ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 
RESOLUTION

A R E S O L U T IO N  URGING TH E M E M B E R S O F  T H E  ALASKA STA TE 
LEGISLA TU RE T O  A M EN D  T H E WORDING O F  A.S. 28.35.185, T H E  “M O V E  O V E R  

LAW” SO A S  T O  SATISFY TH E O R IG IN A L  IN TEN T O F  TH E  STATUTE.

W H EREA S, each year while conducting traffic-stops, police officers are needlessly 
injured and killed when struck by passing motorists; and

W H EREA S, the Alaska State Legislature recognized this danger in 2004, drafting and 
passing A.S. 28.35.185, the “move-over law;” and

W H EREA S, the members of the Alaska Association o f  Chiefs of Police believe that the 
intent o f  the Statute was to require motorists on multi-lane roadways to move over to the far lane 
when passing a stopped emergency vehicle, provided it is safe to do so; and

W HEREAS, the actual language of the Statute states:
(1) with two or m ore lanes traveling in the same direction, unless otherwise directed by law 

enforcement o r em ergency personnel, shall safely vacate the lane closest to the emergency, fire, 
or law enforcem ent vehicle, o r

(2) unless otherw ise directed by law enforcement or em ergency personnel, shall slow to a reasonable 
and prudent speed considering the traffic, roadway, and weather conditions; and

W H EREA S, the use o f  the word “or,” without any following qualifier, negates the 
mandate for a motorist to ever move over, should they simply decide not to do so;

NOW  T H E R E F O R E , BE IT  RESOLVED BY T H E  M EM B ER S O F TH E A LASKA 
A SSO CIA TION  O F  C H IE F S  O F POLICE, that:

The Alaska State Legislature is urged by our members to amend the wording of A.S. 
28J5.185, section (2), as follows:

(2) when traffic or other conditions make it unsafe to m ove over as directed in section (I) , or 
unless otherwise d irected  by law enforcement or em ergency personnel, the driver shall slow  to a 
reasonable and prudent speed considering the traffic, roadway, and weather conditions.

T O M  CLEM O N S, President 
A laska Association of Chiefs of Police

ADOPTED: D ecem ber 5, 2006



Public Safety Employees Association, Inc. 
“Representing Alaska’s Finest”

HB 102 Position Paper

T h e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Employees A s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  HB 102. T h e  b i l l ' s  

g o a l  is t o  c o r r e c t  a technical e r r o r  i n  A S  28 .35.195. Th e  b i l l  

c l a r i f i e s  the r eq u i r e m e n t for m o t o r i s t s  to v a c a t e  lanes o r  s l o w  d o w n  

w h e n  c o m i n g  u p o n  an accident. T h e  b i l l  p r o m o t e s  safety, e n c o u r a g e s  the 

m o s t  e x p e d i e n t  f l o w  of traffic, a n d  p r o t e c t s  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  

e m e r g e n c y  r e s p o n d e r s  du r i n g  h i g h w a y  e m e r g e n c i e s  or e n f o r c e m e n t .

A c c i d e n t s  on o u r  highways e n d a n g e r  m o r e  t ha n  the m o t o r i s t s  i n v o l v e d  in 

t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  s o  expedient e f f o r t s  t o  c l e a r  an ac c i d e n t  a n d  t o  s l o w  

t r a f f i c  d u r i n g  a mi s h a p  p r e v e n t s  t h e  f u r t h e r  loss of p r o p e r t y ,  l i f e  or 
i n j u r y .

H B  10 2  c l a r i f i e s  the intent of A S  2 8 . 3 5  to r e q u i r e  m o t o r i s t s ,  w h e n  

a p p r o a c h i n g  e i t h e r  e m e r g e n c y  o r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  ve h icles p e r f o r m i n g  

o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  to vacate the l a n e  on  h i g h w a y s  wi t h  two o r  m o r e  lanes, 

a n d  fo r  m o t o r i s t s  to slow to a r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  prud en t  s p e e d  o n  h i g h w a y s  

w i t h  f e w e r  t h a n  two lanes. R e q u i r i n g  m o t o r i s t s  to vacate a l a n e  w h e r e  

a n  a c c i d e n t  has o c c ur r e d  o n  m u l t i l a n e  h i g h w a y s  pr o m o t e s  s a f e r  d r i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  for m o t o r i s t s  a n d p r o v i d e s  a c u s h i o n  in w h i c h  e m e r g e n c y  

r e s p o n d e r s  a n d l a w  e n f o rc e m e n t  c a n  m o r e  s a f e l y  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  duties. 

R e q u i r i n g  m o t o r i s t s  to reduce s p e e d  o n  s i n g l e  lane h i ghways, w h e n  

a p p r o a c h i n g  a s c e n e  where e i t h e r  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  or e m e r g e n c y  

r e s p o n d e r s  are working, is s af e r  f o r  m o t o r i s t s  a n d  for t h o s e  p e r f o r m i n g  

t h e i r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  duties a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .

H B  102 has th e  p o t e n t i a l  to s a v e  t h e  lives o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r s  

c o n d u c t i n g  t r a f f i c  stops, e m e r g e n c y  p e r s o n n e l  r e s p o n d i n g to ac c i d e n t s ,  

t o w  t r u c k  o p e r a t o r s  work i n g  an a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  fire fighters s t a b i l i z i n g  
a n  a c c i d e n t  area.

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Johr. C o g h i l l  a n d  N a n c y  D a h l s t r o m  for 

o f f e r i n g  t h i s  t e c h n i ca l  cha n ge  s o  t h a t  A S  2 8 , 3 5  a c h ieves t h e  p u r p o s e  
fo r  w h i c h  i t  was offe r e d in 2004.
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State of Alaska
Department ofPublic Safety

Sarah Palln, Governor 
Wait Mortgan, Commissioner

February 22, 2007

The Honorable John Coghill 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol, Rm 214 
Juneau, AK 69601-1182

Dear Representative Coghill:

Re: HB 102

The Alaska Department of Public Safety (DPS) supports HB 102. Currently, more than 30 
states have laws similar to HB 102 that are referred to as move-over-laws, intended to help 
protect police officers, fire and other emergency responders as they perform their missions on 
our nation's crowded highways.

Thirty percent of all crashes occur as the result of another crash. Giving emergency responders 
plenty of room and clearing the road in the wake of a crash reduces the chance that another 
collision will occur. Additionally, for every minute a highway lane is dosed, it takes an average 
of four additional minutes for traffic to recover.’

Over the past ten years, four hundred seventy-one police officers nationwide have died in traffic 
related accidents, including one hundred forty-six who have been struck by vehicles/ Last year 
alone, thirteen law enforcement officers were struck and killed by passing vehides while they 
worked outside their patrol cars.3

The Department of Public Safety supports the passage of HB 102 as a positive step in 
protecting those who protect the citizens of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Walt Monegan 
Commissioner

1 http://vvww.gahighwayaifetyorg/mo vmoverlaw.html
2 2007 National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
3 FBI traffic statistics

Office of the Commissioner 
5700 E. Tudor Road -  Anchorage, AK 99507 -  Voice (907) 269-6086 -  Fax (907) 269-4543 

Juneau Office -  Voice (907) 465-4322 -  Fax (907) 465-4362
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