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S e n a t o r  B il l  W i e l e c h o w s k i

S JR  18: T oxic T oys 
S p o n so r S ta te m e n t

N um erous recalls o f  ch ild ren ’s toys and other products have filled the headlines in 
recent years. T hese recalls have also illum inated a w eakness in co n su m er protection and 
child safety: the regulatory  agency, the C onsum er Product Safely C om m ission  (CPSC) 
does not analyze toys o r ch ild ren ’s products for the presence o f chem ica ls linked to 
harm ful health and developm ental im pacts, like lead. SJR  18 requests the federal 
governm ent to test o f  ch ild ren ’s toys for these dangerous chem icals.

The C PSC  conducts tests to determ ine if a toy presents a choking , aspiration or 
ingestion hazard but relics on toy and child product m anufacturers to sclf-rcgulate the 
m aterials used (and thus toxicity  levels) in their products.

R ecalls are m ostly  voluntary and occur when a com pany  alerts the agency o f a 
problem . T his past sum m er, m illions o f toys were recalled because o f  dangerous levels o f 
lead paint. T he only  federal law applies only to lead in pain t— it does not regulate it in 
other m aterials, m aking lead in vinyl (PV C) products (like teeth ing  rings and baby bibs) 
legal.

SJR 18 requests that the m aterials used in toys and o ther ch ild re n ’s products be 
tested for toxicity  and to m ake the results publicly available to nro tect children, the 
public, and w orkers w ho handle the products. P lease jo in  us in p rotecting  o u r ch ildren 's 
health.



Potential Witnesses/Sites

Kristin Ryan, D epartm ent o f Environm ental C onservation -  Juneau

Sue ' .ly, A laska Conservation A lliance -  Juneau

Pam  M iller, A laska C om m unity Action on T oxics— A nchorage



Alaska Conservation Alliance
U niting f o r  Alaska's Future

M arch 14. 2008

T he H onorable Senator W ielechowski 
S tate Capitol 
Juneau, A laska 99801

Re: SJR 18 -  Child Product Safety

D ear Senator W ielechow ski,

On b eh alf o f  the A laska Conservation A lliance (A C A ), a consortium  o f  40 A laska-based 
conservation  groups, 1 would like to express our support for SJR 18, a resolution that would 
encourage the President o f  the U nited S tates and the C onsum er Products Safety Com m ission 
(C PSC ) to better test toys and products intended for use by children and m ake that inform ation 
public.

Recent headlines have brought attention to the problem  o f  lead and other chem icals present in 
com m on toys. On W ednesday o f  this week the C PSC issued a recall o f  X Force C om m ander 
T oy Jrp lan es  and Super Fam ous Toy C ars and M otorcycles for containing excessive levels o f  
lead in paint. Last year over ha lf o f  the toy recalls w ere due to lead and chem ical contam ination. 
C hildren  are particu larly  vulnerable to exposure to lead and o ther chem icals because their brain, 
central nervous system  and other vital organs are still form ing. For exam ple, even low level 
exposure to lead can result in lower IQ, learning disabilities, behavioral problem s, slow ed grow th 
and hearing problem s.

A dditionally , scientific research continues to point to increased contam inant levels in A laska due 
to ocean cu rren ts and deposition patterns. Subsequently , A laskan children are not only exposed 
to chem icals in their toys and products but also chem icals in their environm ental surroundings.

T h is resolu tion  urges greater research into the toys we give our children  and dissem ination o f  
that inform ation. This will allow  A laskan parents to m ake better-inform ed decisions about 
w hich products to g ive their children. SJR 18 is an im portant first step tow ards raising 
aw areness about the chem icals present in our ch ild ren 's  toys and giving all parents the 
in form ation  needed to m ake decisions about the health and safety o f  their children. ACA 
strongly  encourages the A laska Legislature to pass SJR 18

S incerely,

. 'i i* c  *. i

K ate Troll 
F.xecutive D irector

Senator Davis Senator Thom as Senator C ow dery
Senator Llton Senator Dyson

PO Box 1006600, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 • Ph. 907.258.6171 • Fax 907.258.6177 • vyuu akv.m. ic 
419 6th Street, Sic. 321, Juneau, Alaska 99801 • Ph. 907.463.3366 • Fax 907.463.2554



HTS - 9503: TOYS, INCLUDING RIDING TOYS O/THAN BICYCLES; 
DOLLS, PUZZLES; REDUCED SCALE MODELS; PARTS AND

ACCESSORIES THEREOF 
U.S. Imports For Consumption

Country 2005 2006 2007 Percent Change
7/i 1,000 Dollars 2006 - 2007

Chinai 7.298,871 7,328,765 9,239,2731 26.1%
i ...............................

M exico 126,436 113,137 263,215 132.7%

Denm ark 113,690 129,009 162,470 25.9%

Taiwan 125,986 124,893 159,828 28.0%
I

Hong Kong 100,459 115,650 99,729 -13.8%

Indonesia 24,648 20,224 91,681 353.3%

C anada 81,640 66,456 66,812 0.5%

Thailand 68,692 86,744 64,853 -25.2%

G erm any 48,107 45,758 53,575 17.1%

M alaysia 48.892 47,539 49,915 5.0%.
1 ....

Japan 43,162 39.089 43,745 11.9%
f i

V ietnam 23,560 25,564 37.127 45.2%  j

Italy 24,448 19,116 35,886 87.7%

C zech Republic 14,825 16,628 20,125 21.0%

Korea 25,504 18,335 18,395 0.3%

Subtotal : 8.168,921 8,196,908 10,406,629 27.0%

All Other: 100,982 99,787 94,988 -4.8%. |

Total 18,269,902 8,296.695 10,501,617 26.6 %

Sources: Data on this site have been com piled  from tariff and trade data from the U.S. 
D epartm ent o f C om m erce and the U.S. International T rade C om m ission.



2007 Toy  Recalls

AAFES Lead Paint “Soldier Bear” j
D ollar Tree Stores Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s Toys J

Jo-A nn Fabric and Craft Stores Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s W ater G lobes !
Far East Brokers Lead Paint Fishing G am es Sold at G rocery Stores

Bell Racing Lead Paint C ollectib le M ini Racing Helm ets |
M arvel Toys Risk o f  Lead Exposure C urious G eorge Plush Dolls

Schylling A ssociates Lead Paint C ollectabic Toy Robot I
Schylling A ssociates Lead Paint Dizzy Ducks M usic Box j
Schylling A ssociates Lead Paint Spinning Top
Schylling A ssociates Lead Paint Duck Fam ily C ollectable Toy

D ollar General Lead Paint Toy Cars 1
International Sourcing Ltd. Lead Paint Toy D ragster and Funny Car
H enry Gordv International Lead Paint Toy Figures

Toys "R" Us Lead Paint Elite O perations Toys |
Sim plyFun Risk o f Lead E .\r isure Ribbit Board G am es j

Jo-A nn Stores Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s Toy Garden Tools i
Fisher Price Lead Paint G o Diego Go Boat Toys
J.C . Penney Lead Paint D isney™  W innie-thc-Pooh Play Sets

Kipp Brothers Excessive Lead Bendable D inosaur Toys ;
Toys “R” Us Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s D ecorating Sets

Eveready Battery Co. Lead Paint Toy Flashlights
Kids II Lead Paint Baby Einstein C olor Blocks

KB Toys Lead Paint W ooden Toys j
G uidecraft Inc. Lead Paint C hildren’s Puppet T heaters :

Jo-A nn Fabric and Craft Stores Lead Paint C hildren’s Toy Rakes
RC2 Lead Paint

... .
K nights o f  the Sw ord Toys

Target Lead Paint
C h ild ren ’s Toy G ardening Tools and 

Chairs

RC2 Cotp. Lead Paint
A dditional T hom as & Friends™  i 

W ooden Railw ay Toys
Fisher-Price Lead Paint Bongo Band Toys
Fisher-Pricc Lead Paint G eo T rax  Locom otive Toys

M attel Lead Paint Barbie®  A ccessory Toys 1

Schylling A ssociates Lead Paint
Thom as and Friends. C urious George 

and O ther Spinning Top., and Tin Pails
H am pton Direct Lead Exposure Risk M agnetic Toy Train

M attel Violation o f Lead Safetv “Sarge” Die Cast Toy Cars
Fisher-Pricc tx-ad Poisoning H azard Licensed C haracter Toys 1

AAFES Lead Poisoning H azard "Soldier Bear" Toy Sets

RC2 Corp. Lead Poisoning Hazard
Various Thom as & Friends™  W ooden 

Railw ay Toys j
G cm m y Industries Corp. Chem ical Hazard Flashing Eyeball Toys j

The Noyds C ollection Ltd. Lead Poisoning H azard Toy Drum s
AAFES Lead Poisoning H azard "Soldier Bear" Toy Sets
Target 1 Lead Poisoning H azard A nim a Bam boo Collection G am es

Regent Products Corp. Lead Hazard Stuffed Ball Toys
Toys "R" Us Lead and Laceration H azards "Elite O perations" Toy Sets |



1 2007 Child Product Ref ills

D iscount School Supply ! Lead Paint M easuring Chart
Codee International Corp. Risk o f  Lead Exposure C h ild ren ’s Jew elry

U nited Scientific i Lead Paint H orseshoe M agnets
RC2 j Lead Paint Potty T rain ing  Seals

Loppy Pillow s 1 Lead Exposure Slipcovers
Raym ond G eddes &. Co. | Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s Pencil Pouches

Buy-R ite Risk o f  Lead Exposure C hildren 's M etal Jew elry
C h e fy d a le  Fundraising Risk o f Lead Exposure B racelets

C olossa1 Jew elry  & Accessories | R isk o f  Lead Exposure C h ild ren ’s M etal Jew elry
T a Fem m e NY Inc. Risk o f Lead Exposure Earring Sets

Pure A llure sold at M ichael's Children M etal Jew elry
D iscount School Supply Lead Paint Paint Brushes

Fam ily  D ollar Stores C hildren M etal Jew elry
FG X  International Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s Sunglasses

Flobby Lobby Stores Lead Paint H allow een-Them ed Baskets
D o llar General Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s Sunglasses

Northern Tool & Equipm ent Lead Paint “ Big R ed’’ W agons

Lead Paint
Pearl-likc Bead A ttachm ent 
Sold with G irl’s G ift Sets

A m scan Inc. Ix a d  Paint H allow een “ Ugly T ee th ”
Fam ily D ollar Stores Lead Paint H allow een Pails

D ollar Tree Stores Inc. Risk o f Lead Exposure C hildren 's Jew elry
WcC jw  International Risk o f Lead Exposure C hildren 's M etal Jew elry

A lb ert’s Lead Paint H allow een Skull P tils
A ntioch Publishing Lead Paint A dditional Bookm arks

G uidccraft Inc. Lead Paint C h ild ren ’s Puppet Theaters
J.C . Penney Lead Paint D eluxe Art Sets

Store® Lead Paint Travel Art Sets
Flaghousc Inc. Lead Paint K idnastics Balance Beams

Kahool Products Inc. j Lead Paint C ub Scouts Totem  Badges
A ntioch Publish ing  ! Lead Paint Bookm arks and Journals

D ollar General Risk o f Lead Exposure Key C hains
D ollar General Lead Paint T um blers
T O B Y  N.Y.C. Risk o f Lead Exposure C h ild ren ’s M etal Jew elry

Rhode Island Novelty Risk of Lead Exposure M etal N ecklaces
Toys "R" Us Lead Paint W ooden C oloring  Cases

Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft S tores | V iolation o f Lead in Paint Ban C hildren 's W atering Cans

M arlin D esigns Inc. ! Lead Paint
C haracter A ddress Books and 

Journals
Buy-Rite Risk o f Lead Exposure C h ild ren ’s C harm  Bracelets

T O B Y  N.Y.C. Risk o f Lead E xposure C h ild ren ’s M etal Jew elry
F ishcr-P rice Lead Poisoning H azard Licensed C haracter Toys

W al-M art S tores / Uncus 
M anufacturing  Co. Lead Poisoning H azard C hildren 's Earrings
Future Industries Lead Poisoning H azard C hildren 's M etal Jew elry

G eoC enlral Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren’s N ecklaces



Lim ited T oo  and Justice S to ics Lead P o ’soning H azard C hi'd ren 's M etal Jew elry
Troy-Bilt Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's G ardening G loves

C ardinal D istributing Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's Rings
Spandrel Sales and M arketing Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's M etal Jew elry

Cardinal D istributing Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's Rings
O riental T rading C om pany Inc. Lead Hazard C hildren 's N ecklaces

C ardinal D istributing Co. Lead Poisoning H azard C harm  Bracelets
D ollar General Lead Poisoning Hazard Various M etal Key C hains

A& A Global Industries Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's B racelets
Rhode Island Novelty Lead Poisoning Hazard Children 's M ood N ecklaces

C laire 's Stores Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's N ecklaces
A ccessories Palace Lead Poisoning H azard C hildren 's N ecklaces

II & M Recalls Choking, Poisoning H azards Boy's Jackets
D iscount School Supply Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's T w o-S ided  Easels

Big Lots! Stores /  Lari Jew elry 
C om pany Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's Rings

Km art /  C rim zon Rose Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's Jew elry
Sam ara Brothers Lead Poisoning Hazard Boys' Jackets

DM M erchandising Lead Poisoning Hazard C hildren 's Bracelets
Shalom  International Lead Poisoning H azard C hildren 's Rings

U.S. Toy Co. Lead Poisoning C hildren 's Butterfly N ecklaces
Sam ara Brothers Snaps Contain Lead Sets


