


H J R 2 9  
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

S h o r t  T i t l e :  F e d e r a l  F u n d i n g  f o r  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n

H J R  2 9  is  a  s t a t e m e n t  a g a i n s t  u n f u n d e d  f e d e r a l  m a n d a t e s  a n d  f o r  full 
f u n d i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  f e d e r a l  I n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  D i s a b i l i t i e s  E d u c a t i o n  
A c t  r e q u i r e s  “f r e e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n "  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w i th  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  a  f e d e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  p a y  f o r  4 0  p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r - p u p i l  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  p a i d  o n i y  1 6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o s t .

T h i s  u n d e r  f u n d i n g  h a s  f o r c e d  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e i r  b u d g e t s  
b y  t a k i n g  f u n d s  f r o m  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s .  E v e n  w i th  t h e s e  c u t s ,  t h e r e  is  n o t  
a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  a n d  m a n y  s t u d e n t s  w i th  s p e c i a l  n e e d s  d o  n o t  r e c e i v e  
t h e  s e r v i c e s  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  t h e y  n e e d  t o  s u c c e e d  in s c h o o l .  T h e  
p r o b l e m  is  e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  t h e  N o  C h i l d  L e f t  B e h i n d  A c t ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  
1 0 0  p e r c e n t  p r o f i c i e n c y  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4  s c h o o l  y e a r

H J R  2 9  a s k s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
C o n g r e s s  t o  fulfill t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  f u n d i n g  fo r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w i th  d i s a b i l i t i e s .
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Unalaska City School District
Supporting Recommendations o f  the Joint Legislative Education 

Funding Task Force Report

W H E R E A S , The Joint Legislative Education Funding Task Force met regularly o v e r  the 
summer; and

W H E R E A S , the Task Force accepted public testimony, and openly discussed and 
debated the merits o f  various changes to the education funding formu la ; and

W H E R E A S , the Task Force prepared a Report to the Legislature and the Governor with 
stated recommendations; and

W H E R E A S , the implementation o f  the Task fo rc e  Recommendations w ill improve 
public education in A laska and provide school districts with a more equitable and stable 
funding mechanism; and

W H E R E A S , the implementation o f  the Task Force Recommendations w ill directly 
benefit students in the Unalaska C ity School District;

N O W , T H E R E F O R E . B E  IT  R E S O L V E D , that the Unalaska C ity School D istrict 
Board o f  Education supports the Task Force Recommendations; and specifically finds the 
fo llow ing recommendations o f  high importance:

•  The passing by the Legislature o f  SB  125 (PERS /TRS  cost sharing) in 
substantially the same form  as it currently exists;

•  The creation o f  standing Education Committees in the Housa and Senate to 
oversee and review a ll education issues in the state;

•  The referral to the Education Committee o f  the various long-term issues discussed 
in  the Task Force report;

•  The implementation o f  the IS E R  district cost factor, phased in  to statute over time 
as set out in the Task Force recommendations;

•  The phased in increases in intensive needs funding with those increases set into 
statute;

•  The recalibrutioD o f  the transportation reimbursement rate based on the most 
recent actual audited costs; and

■ An increasing Base Student A llocation amount set in statute fo r  fisca l years 2009 ,
2010  and 2011 , at an amount that w ill keep pace with projected cost increases 
over those years.
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N O W , T H E R E F O R E , B E  IT  F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D , that the Unalaska C ity School 
D istrict Board o f  Education specifically recommends that the Legislature adopt the Joint 
Legislative Education Funding Task Force recommendations w ithin the first thirty (3 0 ) 
days o f  the legislative session.

A D O P T E D  this Z  9 ^  day o f  Z7'dy\UaA'Oi 2008  by the Unalaska C ity 
School D istrict Board o f  Education.
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