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"An Act creating a postsecondary scholarship grant program for Alaska residents based on high
achievement and financial need "

The rising cost of an education is changing the perception of affordability among our 
middle and high school students and their parents, as well as adults who are interested in 
coi.unumg their education. For students approaching their high school graduation, the cost of a 
postsecondary education is the most important topic discussed by the student and the family. For 
nontraditional or continuing students, it can be the primary factor in the decision to further their 
education. It is unacceptable that Alaskans who show promise do not move on to higher learning 
simply because of the cost

A 20U7 report from the Stale Higher Education Executive Officers found that a $1,000 
difference in the pnee of college may impact college enrollment foi the most financially needy 
students bv as much as nine percent A 2007 Western Interstate Commission for Higher 
Education report determined that for every S160 in increased tuition, low income enrollments 
dropped by 5 percent in four year, public mstiti tions and by 2 A percent in community colleges. 
Perhaps most alarming, a recent internal University survey found that the number two reason 
u hv students dropped out was because of financial reasons.

Alaska’s high school graduation rates are among the lowest in the country. I he National 
Center for Education Statistics reported that Alaska ranks 42'”1 in high school graduation rates it
00 7%. There is no doubt that more students will be encouraged to graduate by providing the 
promise of a postsecondary education. Action is desperately needed. HB 397 will establish the 
Alaska Achievers Incentive Program within the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary
Iducation Tins program will help reduce the costs ofa postsecondary education for those 
students w Ik* demonstiate academic success as well as financial need. By so doing, tins program 
will increase educational opportunities for more bright, hardworking, and capable Alaskans so 
they may he ready to fill Alaskan jobs

1 u rge  y o u r  support o f I IB  397.
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THE ASSOC IATED PRESS

T A C O M A  -- T eresa Jackson is ra is ing  th ree g randch ild ren  b y  h e rs e lf  on  a fixed  incom e, and sav ing 
m on ey  fo r  their c o lle g e  education  is n ea rly  im possib le .

Bu t now  W ash ing ton  is stepp ing in to he lp  low -in cum e students lik e  Jackson 's g randch ild ren  go to 
co lle g e .

A  new  scho la rsh ip  fo r  Iow -in com e m idd le  schoo l students com es w ith a p rom ise  that i f  g rades a re  kept 
up th rough high schoo l — at least 2 .0  -- the state w ill pay fo r  co lle g e . C h ild ren  need to keep  out o f  
troub le  w ith t' e law , too — no fe lon ies .

"T h is  is m y o n ly  op po rtu n ity ," sa id Jackson , w ho at 6 1 is tak ing  care o f  tw o teenagers and a th ird  ch ild  
in e lem en ta ry  schoo l a fte r th e ir m others -- Jackson's daughters -  d eve lop ed  substance-abuse p rob lem s.

"W e  ju s t ba re ly  m ake enough to su rv ive . A nd sav ing up fo r  c o lle g e  is im poss ib le . It's a burden o f f  m y 
sh ou ld e rs ," Jackson said.

The C o lle g e  B ound  scho la rsh ip  is part o f  a recent string o f  in itia tives by the state and un ivers ities try ing  
to usher low -in com e  students into a co lle g e  education.

The state began ro llin g  out reg istra tion  fo r  the scho la rsh ip  this year. T h e  o n ly  s tipu la tion  is students 
need to be under the free -o r-reduced  lunch p rog ram . T he dead lin e  to e n io ll is June l fo r  e igh th -g raders .

S tudents who e n ro ll must con tinue to meet low -in com e crite ria  when they ap p ly  fo r  c o lle g e  adm iss ion .

A round  3 ,2 0 0  students have reg iste red so fa r ou t o f  the p o ss ib le  5 6 ,0 0 0  seven th - and e igh th -g raders 
e lig ib le  statew ide.

But ju s t as ch ild ren  need to keep the ir g rades up, law m akers w i ll have to keep fund ing  the scho la rsh ip , 
even as lo om ing  state de fic its  fo rced  law m akers to do som e budget tr im m ing  in the last leg is la t iv e  
session .

In 2 0 0 7 , SS .I m illio n  was ea rm arked  to launch the scho la rsh ip , but the firs t c lass w ill not spend the 
m oney  until 2 0 1 3 . A fte r that, law m akers w i ll have to find add itiona l m oney .

"W e 'v e  been th rough de fic its b e fo re , w e'll go  th rough them again , but one o f  o u r g oa ls , on e  o f  o u r 
p rio rit ie s  is to p rov id e  access to h ighe r educa tion ," said Sen. R o sem a ry  M cA u lif fe , D -B o th c ll, 
cha irw om an o f  the state Senate's education com m ittee .

The scho la rsh ip  is based on a p rog ram  launched in Ind iana m o re  than 15 yea rs ago that has p roved  to be 
successfu l in increasing c o lle g e  en ro llm en t. O k lah om a a lso  has a s im ila r scho la rsh ip , and C a lifo rn ia
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law m ake rs have dra fted  a m easure as w e ll, accord ing  to the N a tiona l C on fe ren c e  o f  S tate Leg is la tu res .

T he C o lle g e  B ound  scho la rsh ip  cou ld  attract thousands m o re  students to c o lle g e  in the fu tu re . H igh 
schoo l com p le tion  and co lle g e  attendance rates am ong  low -in com e students rank at the bo ttom  o f  a ll 
e conom ic  g roups in the state.

"Part o f  w o rk ing  w ith k ids in pove rty  is ju s t g iv ing  them  hope ," sa id H a rje e t Sandhu, p rin c ipa l at 
T acom a's Jason Lee M idd le  S ch oo l, where m o re  than 8 0  percent o f  students q u a lify  fo r  the fre c -o r- 
reduced lunch prog ram .

A lo n g  w ith Jackson 's granddaughter, N ik o le , o the r students at Jason Lee are getting propped by  their 
teachers to start th ink ing  about co lleg e . A n  adv iso ry  p rog ram  was set up th is yea r so w hen eighth- 
g rade rs choose c lasses fo r  high schoo l, they a lso  know  the requ irem ents to get in to  co lle g e . T h ey  visit 
c o lle g e s , too.

T he state is estim ated to spend m o re  than $ 1 8 0  m illio n  to fund need-based grants fo r  the m ore  than
7 2 ,0 0 0  low -in com e c o lle g e  students in the 2 0 0 7 -0 8  schoo l yea r. T he m on ey  p rov ided  in C o lle g e  Bound 
w ou ld  he lp  supp lem ent that, and students w ou ld  get the aid o n ly  fo r  state schoo ls .

S teve T h om d ill , execu tive  d ire c to r o f  the Issaquah-based C o lle g e  Success Foundation , an o rgan iza tion  
h e lp in g  low -in com e students get to co lle g e , said C o lle g e  B ound  is the best such leg is la tion  he has seen. 
But T h o m d ill said i f  the num ber o f  low -in com e students attending c o lle g e  increases, m o re  fund ing 
w ou ld  be needed fo r  the needs-based grants.

"I don't know  how  they can't continue it," T h om d ill said. "It's k ind o f  a m o ra l im pera tive  to m e."
1- . j r

The re  have  been o th e r e ffo rts  to he lp  low -in com e  students. W ash ing ton  S tate U n iv e rs ity  and the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  W ash ing ton  have p ledged to  w aive tu ition fo r  such students.

A round  5 ,5 0 0  students, rep resen ting 2 1 .5  percent o f  the U W 's  undergraduate student body , qua lified  
under the "H u sky  P rom ise " du ring  the 2 0 0 7 -0 8  schoo l year. A t W S U , 18.1 percent o f  a ll new 
undergraduates in fa ll 2 0 0 7  are covered  under the "C ouga r C om m itm en t" p rog ram .

"I th ink the state and un ivers ity  are try ing  to send that same m essage, that c o lle g e  is a p o ss ib ility ,"  r  id 
K a y  Lew is , the U W 's fin anc ia l aid d irecto r.

M c A u li f fe  said now  the state's jo b  is to spread the w ord about C o lle g e  Bound .

A t Jason Lee, a hand fu l o f  students e n ro llc  ’ now  in the ad v iso ry  p rog ram  showed o f f  what they know  
about co lle g e . They know  it w ill be away from  hom e. T he re  w i ll be c lubs to jo in  and lots o f  c lasses to 
take. \n d  they've heard their parents ta lk about co llege .

C o lle g e  "costs a lot o f  m oney ," said Tev in  R ichm ond , an e igh th -g rade r at Jason Lee.

But now fo r  Jackson and P rin c ipa l Sandhu, he lp ing  the students get good  g rades fo r  the next three years 
is the cha llenge .

"T hey need the support o f  the parents and the com m un ity , o f  som e g row n -un , som e w ay o r  another," 
Jackson  said.
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