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Representative David Guttenberg

"An rt creating a postsecondary scholarship grant program for Alaska residents based on high
achievement and financial need."

The rising cost of an education is changing the perception of affordability among our 
middle and high school students and their parents, as well as adults who are interested in 
continuing their education. For students approaching their high school graduation, the cost o f a 
postsecondary education is the most important topic discussed by the student and the family. For 
nontraditional or continuing students, it can be the primary factor in the decision to further their 
education. It is unacceptable that Alaskans who show promise do not move on to higher learning 
simply because of the cost.

A 2007 report from the State Higher Education Executive Officers found that a $1,000 
difference in the price of college may impact college enrollment for the most financially needy 
students by as much as nine percent. A 2007 Western Interstate Commission for Higher 
Education report determined that for every $160 in increased tuition, low income enrollments 
dropped by .5 percent in four year, public institutions and by 2.3 percent in community colleges. 
Perhaps most alarming, a recent internal University survey found that the number two reason 
why students dropped out w-as because of financial reasons.

Alaska's high school graduation rates are among the lowest in the country. The National 
Center for Education Statistics reported that Alaska ranks 42nd in h.gh school graduation rates at 
60.7%. There is no doubt that more students will be encouraged to graduate by providing the 
promise of a postsecondary education. Action is desperately needed. HB 397 will establish the 
Alaska Achievers Incentive Program within the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 
Education. This program will help reduce the costs of a postsecondary education for those 
students who demonstrate academic success as well as financial need. By so doing, this program 
will increase educational opportunities for more bright, hardworking, and capable Alaskans so 
they may be ready to fill Alaskan jobs.

I urge your support of MB 3^7.

Rcprcscniaiive.David.Guttcnberg@legi.s.stale ak.us 
http.V/guttenbcrg.akdemocrats.org
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M E M O R A N D U M M arch  1 ,2 0 0 8

S U B J E C T Sectiona l sum m ary  fo r  H B  3 9 7 , c rea tion  o f  A la sk a  ach ievers' 
incentive scho la rsh ip  p rog ram  (W o rk  O rd e r N o . 2 5 -L S 1 3 9 5 \M )

T O : Rep resen ta tive  D a v id  Guttenberg

F R O M :
Leg is la tive  C oun se l

Y o u  have requested a sectiona l sum m ary  o f  the above -describ ed  b i ll.

A s  a p re lim in a ry  m atter, no te  that a sectiona l sum m ary  o f  a b i l l sh ou ld  not be considered 
an au tho rita tive  in te rp re ta tion  o f  the b i l l and the b i l l i is e lf  is the best statement o f  its 
contents. I f  y o u  w ou ld  lik e  an in te rp re ta tion  o f  the b i ll as it m ay a p p ly  to a p a rticu la r set 
o f  c ircum stances, p lease advise .

S e c tion  1. States the intent o f  the leg is la tu re  fo r  es tab lish ing  the A la s k a  achiever's 
incen tive  scho la rsh ip  p rog ram .

S ec tion  2 . A dds a new  a rtic le  to A S  14 .43  that creates the A la ska  ac ever's incentive 
scho la rsh ip  p rog ram . The a rtic le  in c ludes the fo llo w in g  sections:

Sec . 1 4 .4 3 .1 9 0 . C reates the A la ska  achievers' incen tive  scho la rsh ip  p rog ram , to 
b e  adm in istered by  the A la ska  C om m iss io n  on  Postseconda ry  E ducation . Sets the 
m in im um  am ount fo r  a scho la rsh ip . A u tho rizes  the adop tion  o f  regu la tion s to adm in iste r 
the p rog ram .

Sec . 1 4 .4 3 .1 9 3 . P rov id e s  e lig ib i lity  requ irem ents fo r  a scho la rsh ip  aw ard that 
inc lude res idency , a ce rta in  grade po in t average an unmet fin anc ia l need, and acceptance 
o r  attendance at a postseconda ry  institu tion .

Sec . 1 4 .4 3 .1 9 5 . E stab lishes the A la ska  ach ievers' scho la rsh ip  fund as an 
endow m ent fund . P ro v id e s  that the fund  consists o f  app rop ria tion s , d ona tions to the 
fund , and incom e earned on  investm ent o f  fund assets. R equ ires the com m iss ion e r o f  
revenue to m anage the fund and to invest the assets to y ie ld  at least a fiv e  percent annual 
ra te o f  re tu rn  o v e r  tim e. R equ ires the com m iss ione r o f  revenue to id en tify  liv e  percent o f  
the average m on th -end  m arke t va lu e  o f  the fund fo r  app rop ria tion  to scho la rsh ip s o r  fo r  
an y  o the r pub lic  pu rposes.



R e p re se n ta tiv e  D a v id  G u tte n b e rg
M a rc h  1 ,2 0 0 8
P a g e  2

Sec. 14.43.199. D e fin e s  the te rm s "com m iss ion ," "q u a li fy in g  postseconda ry  
in stitu tion ," and "unm et fin an c ia l need ."
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LOUISIANA'S TAYLOR PLAN
Y'Xn Match 16. 1988, Louisiana multimillionaire o-'man and 
philanthropist Patrick F Taylor made 183 underprivileged and 

underachieving inner city New Orleans students a deol. If they would 
mamtam a B average, take college preparatory courses, ond stay out of 
trouble, he would pay their way through college
That deal to the firsl 'Taylor's Kids' evolved m»o a statewide legislative 
compoign to ensure the opportunity to go to college be based on a 
student's ability to leoro not the ability to pay
The media called it the Taylor Plan Patrick Taylor’s passion for tho 
program stemmed from personal experience He hod once been just 
a penniless student himseH whose life changed when louisiana State 
University offered him the chance to earn a college degree tmfion free 
In 1988. Chairman. President, CFO. and sole owner of Taylor Energy 
Company. Taylor fell a burden to help others realize then dreams

The legislative baflle over Taylor's plan, though fierce, resulted n decided 
victory for lomsiano student, and their families In 1989, louiSKina 
governor signed wito law the first statefunded. merit basod college 
tuition program in the country The original Taylor Plan evolved into TAP 
(Tuition Assistance Program) and is currently known as TOPS (Tuition 
Opportunity Program for Students) All academic award programs were 
combined under TOPS, and the income cap was removed m 1997 from 
the program

TOPS guarantees Louisiana students the right to a siatedundnd college 
education if they wiH earn 16 5 units’ * in a specified core curriculum, 
score a minimum 20 composite on the ACT. and earn a minimum 
cumulative 2 5 grade point average in the core curriculum

After TOPS became law ut Louisiana. Patrick F Taylor’s focus shifted He 
began toking the Taylor Plan elsewhere, so that by the time of his deo'h m 
2004, more than 20 states had odopted versions of the Taylor Plan

Today, the Potnck F Taylor Foundation remains committed to its founder's 
dream to remove the borders between students and higher education 
The foundation works for the day when every American student hos 
occess to o college education based on the ability to learn, not on the 
ability to pay

"It is not a matter of leaving no child behind, but rather, 
of pushing every child forward.*

Patrick F Toytor

Patrick F. Tayfor Foundation 
One lee Circle 

New Orleans. Louisiana 70130 
www.TaylorPlan.com

http://www.TaylorPlan.com


TOPS KCOUIRIMCNTS
S*.-dents must (onpl«*t 16 5 uts4*' 'mo specified cor# curriculum. eorn o g'ade 
po«nt ov̂ og* c* 2 5 or hrg* nr. ond ko'» on ACT compos** o< 20 o' obov*

TOPS CORE CURRICULUM 
UnUt Courses*
4 English I. II. III. end IV
1 Algebra I (on# unit) o* Appled Agrb'o IA ond IB (two units)
I Algebra II
1 Geometry. Cok Jui. or on opproved odvonced math subs* r„te
I B>ology

ClwMpy
Eer*h Sconce. fnyifonm#mol Scone*. Phyvcol Science. Biology II. 
CKen>jpry II, Physic I. Pbyvcs II. O' Phys*s kv Technology (on# unit)
(fieĝ /wv) grodvoftng class of 2008 and ih*r*o#i#r Agr-scienc* I 
AND Ac»-u>«n<-e II rtwo *Atlf may 6# lU»s M*d for 0"C u*e f*gw.f#d f'Om 
omong A*s* soe'ce copses I

I Ameocon MuKyy
I World History. Western CvtJuotion, of World Geogropby
1 Crvks ond free Enterprise fo** tA* combnedj or Chncs fan* i«*f(
1 fme Art* Survey lo> subsfAi% \*o umts of p*rkymo»ce courses ■« 

"VUC. done*, ond/or A*o*» or two sAifi 0/ »-luOJ orfv O' »wo 
ir»h of Ul/do O" O* on* tAf of on fk.t*** from omonp A* 0A#r 
subjects 4s»#d a A.* cor# curriculum/

2 foreign languoge /\*o i/vo •« A* some <r>nguog»J
5 Computer Science. Computer literacy, or Busmen Computer

AppuCOVons (o< Su6l*ti*e Of Jeosf or̂ ot uni cj or 
*V<sve (Ovite 'etoted »> comp«/ers opf/o*td by 1he S*>fe Boo'd 
of flementtry ond Secondary fducoKm or oneAcj* trtw os on 
ekc»»e from among A* o*er Subjects listed a «M core CsrtncsAimJ

16 5 UNITS'*

'Other covtes may be occep'obl# os twbihMei for courses
m the core curriculum

' 'BegAnog with the grodwotmg cknt ol 2008 ond thereofter. on odd*>ennl un* of 
advanced moth o> odvonced Ktence. k>t o »o*ol of 17.5 units, will be required the 
odd*«ono> unit must be from omong the Mowing Geometry. Cokukrs. PreColcu*us. 
Algebra III. Probability ond Stotitftcs. Discrete Mathematics. Applied Mofhemoscs HI. 
Advonced Morhemotics I. Advanced Mrrhemoitcs II. Integrated Mathematics HI. or 
Biology II. Chemistry II. Phytrcs. or Phyucs II

TOPS AW ARD
Students earn itatepoid tuition to attend ony public two yea' of fou* yeor college, 
unrve'uty or vocafsonol/techmcol school Students moy olso receive on equ volem 

owo’d ot or»y loonona p-vote intfaMon

ADDITIO NAL AW ARDS
• An oddrt'onol $400 is awarded to student*who score on ACT composite 
of 23 or h<gh*r ond g'oduate with o 3 5 grode pom* ove-oge or above

• An odd<tKX>ol $800 is oworded to students who sco*e on ACT compostSe 
of 27 or high## ond groduot# weh o 3 5 g*ode po«nt overage ex above



T a y lo r  P la n  H is to ry

Mr. Patrick F. Taylor conceived the idea o f the Taylor Plan in 1988 when he was asked to speak to 183 
underachieving inner-city seventh and eighth-grade students at Livingston Middle School in New  Orleans 
Fast. These students had been held back in school, many more than once. They were not expected to 
make it past the eighth grade, let alone enter high school. Most had lost all hope in themselves and were 
planning to drop out o f school.

When Mr. Taylor asked the Livingston students whether they wanted to go to college, every hand in the 
room went up. Curious about this paradox, Mr. Taylor soon learned that the students’ parents had given 
up on their children. Since the parents could not afford to send their children to college, they were not 
pushing their children to do well in school. Mr. Taylor challenged these middle school kids (who became 
known as "Taylor's Kids"): if  they maintained a B average in school in a college prep curriculum and 
stayed out o f trouble, he would make sure they could go to college.

Approximately half o f these original "Taylor's Kids" graduated from high school, and half o f those 
students entered college. Five o f the original Taylor’s Kids were selected for W ho's W ho A m o n g  

A m e r ic a n  H ig h  S c h o o l S tudents.

The students’ response to h i  challenge caused Mr. Taylor to examine the status o f access to higher 
education in the late 1980s. He discovered numerous national reports and surveys showing that more than 
80% o f American parents felt they could not afford to send their children to college. Yet survey after 
survey showed that if kids were given an opportunity to break the financial barrier, many would strive for 
a college education.

In 1989, Mr. Taylor gathered data on college performance and costs. He learned that virtually every 
university in Louisiana had an open admissions policy. As a result, students came to college unprepared 
and dropped out in alarming numbers. This proved an expensive proposition for both the students and the 
slate taxpayers footing the bill for the higher education system in the state. He also found the A C T  was 
below the national average, and students graduating from high school needed remedial instruction in 
virtually every basic subject at the college level.

After much hard work, Mr. Taylor convinced the Louisiana Legislature to adopt what the news media 
named the "Taylor Plan." It guaranteed access to college for low and moderate-ineomc students based on 
their academic achievements, and not on their ability to pay. The first Taylor Plan was signed into law on 
July 10, 1989.

The original 1989 Taylor Plan required that students earn a 2.5 G P A  in a 17.5 unit college prep 
curriculum and score o f 18 on the AC T . Because the program was implemented initially for low-and 
moderate-ineomc students, the legislature capped the family income requirement at $25,000 (two year 
adjusted gross) for families with one dependent child, increasing it by $5,000 for each additional child up 
to a maximum o f $35,000. The Taylor Plan awarded qualified students with tuition and fees at any four- 
year public college or university o f ther choice in Louisiana.

When longtime CBS newsman Mike Wallace featured Mr. Taylor with the Taylor's Kids on a 6 0  M in u te s  
segment in September 1989. Mr. Taylor’s mission took on a national scope, as other states called 
wondering how to implement a similar program. That same year, Mr. Taylor convinced New Mexico to 
enact a version o f the Taylor Plan program. In 1990, Texas, Florida, and Indiana, voted for state-paid 
college tuition assistance programs for their children. In 2005, Wyoming became the 22nd stale to enact a 
Taylor Plan.

In Louisiana, the current version o f the Taylor Plan is known as "TO P S " (Tuition Opportunity Program 
for Students). TOPS requires a 2.5 G PA , a 16.5 unit college prep curriculum while in high school and a 
minimum score o f 20 on the A C T . In 1997, al Mr. Taylor's urging, the Louisiana Legislature eliminated 
family income as a requirement.

To obtain more information on TOPS, students should contact their high school counselor, or the 
Louisiana Office o f Student Financial Assistance at (800) 259-5626, ext. 1012. Students may also visit 
vvvv w.osfu.state la.us
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Facts About Financial Aid in AlaskaFebruary 2008
How does Alaska com pare  with o ther states?

•  U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  A la s k a  r a n k s  5 1 st a m o n g  s ta te s  ( in c lu d in g  D C )  in c o l le g e -g o in g  ra te s  o f lo w - in c o m c  y o u th  
f ro m  F Y  1 9 9 4  to  F Y 2 0 0 5 . ( " L o w  in c o m e ” is  d e f in e d  a s  s tu d e n ts  w h o  q u a l i fy  fo r  P e ll  g ra n ts .)

•  T h e  ra te  o f  c o l le g e  a t te n d a n c e  a m o n g  lo w - in c o m e  y o u th  r a n g e s  f ro m  8 .6 %  (A la s k a )  to  4 1 .3 %  ( Io w a ) . T h e  
n e x t- lo w e s t  r a n k in g  g o e s  to  N e v a d a  w ith  1 4 .9 % .

Source: Mortenson, Thomas G.
“ Higher education for Students from Low Income Families

1970 to 2006" 
Postsecondary Education Opportunity 

No 183. September 2007

•  S in c e  F Y  1 9 8 0  all s la te s  h a v e  red u c e^  . ..e ir  in v e s tm e n t  e f fo r ts  in  p u b l ic  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  in s ti tu tio n s ,  
c a u s in g  tu i t io n  to  r is e . T h e  b u rd e n  h a s  b e e n  s h if te d  to  th e  s tu d e n ts ,  w h o  in c re a s in g ly  h a v e  to  ta k e  o n  lo a n  
d e b t.

•  T h e  fe d e ra l a v e ra g e  o f  s ta te  g ra n t  p ro g ra m s  c o v e r e d  3 8 .6  %  o f  w h a t a  P e ll g r a n t  p a id  in  0 5 -0 6 . A la s k a  
ra n k e d  4 15', p a y in g  7 .7  %  o f  w h a t a  P e ll g ra n t  p a id . V e rm o n t r a n k e d  l sl, p a y in g  1 0 9 %  o f  w h a t  a  P e ll g ra n t  
p a id

Source: Mortenson, Thomas G.
"College Participation Rates for Students from Low Income Families bv Stale

1992-93 to 2004-05" 
Postsecondary Education Opportunity 

No 176, February 2007

W ho gets financial aid a t  the University o f  Alaska?

•  A lm o s t  4 5 %  o f  o u r  A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n  s tu d e n ts  r e c e iv e  a id , w h ile  o n ly  2 9 %  o f  N a tiv e  A la s k a n s *  a n d  3 1 %  
o f  W h ite  s tu d e n ts  d o .

•  4 1 %  o f  s tu d e n ts  age 24 and under a re  o n  s o m e  fo rm  o f  a id , w h ile  o n ly  2 5 %  o f  th o s e  2 5  a n d  o v e r  -  m a n y  
o f  w h o m  a re  n o n -d e g re e - s e e k in g  -  a r e  o n  f in a n c ia l  a id .

•  A  s l ig h t ly  la r g e r  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  w om en a re  o n  a id  th a n  m en .
•  O n e  o u t o f ' e ry  th re e  f in a n c ia l  a id  d o l la r s  a w a rd e d  to  u n d e rg ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  g o e s  to  a  freshm an.

INTERIM: 1292 Sadler Way, Suite 304 Frirbanks, AK 99701 
O ffice (907)456-8172 Fax (907) 456-2490

Rcpresentative.David.Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us
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•  U A  is expe rienc ing  sh iftin g  dem ograph ics in o u r student popu la tion  as a w ho le , ju s t  as the rest 
o f  the nation  is. W e  see m o re  students o f  c o lo r , m o re  w ho are low -in com e  and m o re  w ho are 
the first in the ir fam ilie s  to attend co llege .

Price, Derek V. Need-Based Grant at University of Alaska: 
An Independent Analysis, May 2005.

* F in a n c ia l  a id  n u m b e rs  f o r  N a t iv e  A la s k a n s  d o  n o t  r e f le c t  a l l  A la s k a  N a t iv e  C o r p o r a t io n  fu n d in g .

What types of aid do students at UA receive?
Loan 6 8 .1 %
G rant 1 3 .3%
Scho la rsh ip 1 3 .7%
W a iv e r 2 .6 %
W o rk  S tudy 2 .3%

University o f  Alaska Statewide Planning & Budget, 2005-2006 data, UA in Review 201)7.

U A  loan  v o lu m e  is g row ing  at a faste r pace than grant vo lum e , m ean ing  m o re  and m o re  students are 
g o in g  fa rthe r into debt to pay fo r  the ir education.

Does the University have other scholarships that are at least partially based on 
financial need?

T o ta l Scho la rsh ip s Scho la rsh ip s w ith need com ponen t
U A A  180 3
U A F  3 1 6  63
U A S  5 6  8
S W  6 2  12

UA received 3,116 applications for scholarships fo r  the 0809 aid year.
SfV =  UA Foundation.

Why can’t the University internally fund this, like they do the UA Scholars 
Program?
T he  U A  Scho la rs  P rog ram  is funded from  the N atu ra l R esou rces fund. T he p rog ram  has been ve ry  
su ccess fu l, but is i t s e lf  in need o f  add itiona l fund ing.

UA keeps raising its tuition. Why can’t a portion of those funds be used to help 
these needy students?



U A  has a lloca ted  1%  o f  tu ition  revenue from  each campus fo r  need-based aid at the cam pus that 
generated the tu ition . T h is  is what is ca lled  the “ U A  G ran t P ro g ram .”  U A  a lloca ted  a lm os t $ 8 3 5 ,0 0 0  
to th is p rog ram  fo r the 0 7 0 8  aid year. H ow eve r, fu rth e r aid using th is m echan ism  adve rse ly  impacts 
students not rece iv ing  aid and the debt load  o f  U A  students a lre ad y  using loans to com p le te  the ir 
education . T w o-th ird s  o f  l.'A  graduates have student debt and in an y  g iven sem ester one -th ird  o f  a ll 
students are using a student loan .

A d d it io n a lly , until the state has an adequate ly  funded p rog ram  fo r  needs and m erits based fin anc ia l aid , 
it w i ll con tinue to be rate p o o r ly  in nationa l status reports as un ive rs ity  funded aid is no t recogn ized  as 
a state p o lic y  com m itm ent.

Students that are Alaska residents already get almost $2,000 per year for the PFD. 
Why should they get more from the state?
E x is ting  grant p rog ram s, and the P F D , cannot c o v e r the cost o f  education and liv in g  expenses w ithout 
fo rc in g  the student to go deep ly  in to debt.

H e re ’ s a typ ica l exam p le  fo r  a v e ry  p o o r student (Z E R O  Estim ated F am ily  C on trib u tio n .)

C ost o f  A ttendance : $ 1 7 ,0 0 0
M inus P e ll G ran t: $ 4 ,3 1 0 *
M inus S E O G : $ 5 0 0 *
M inus A kA dvan tagc : $ 1 0 0 0 *

 M inus U A  G rant:________________________ $ 1 9 0 *
U ncovered  cost o f  attendance: $ 1 1 ,0 0 0

* A I I  g r a n t  m o n ie s  th a t  d o  n o t  h a v e  to  b e  r e p a id

That leaves $ 1 1 ,0 0 0  o f  the y e a r ’ s expenses not cove red  by grants. T h is student cou ld  q u a lify  fo r  up to 
$ 3 0 0 0  in Federa l W o rk  S tudy funds, i f  av a ila b le . S t i l l ,  that m eans the student has to b o rrow  $ 8 ,0 0 0  fo r  
their firs t yea r o f  education . A  student in this s ituation  w ou ld  graduate w ith  $ 4 0 ,0 0 0  in student loan 
debt a fte r 5 years , even while working during college. Even i f  th is student app lied  his o r  her P F D  
tow ard the cost o f  educa tion  eve ry  year, the debt upon g raduation w ou ld  be o v e r $ 3 0 ,0 0 0 .

I hear a lot of students don’t even bother to apply for financial aid.

•  U A  has he lped  d e liv e r “ C o lle g e  G o a l S u n d a y ,”  fo r  the past three years , an event p rov ided  at 
tw enty sites across the state and aim ed at low -in com e  and firs t-g ene ra tion  incom ing  freshm en , 
to he lp  them  f i l l  ou t the FA FS A .

•  UA  sponso rs “ F e b ru a r y  F A F S A  F re n z y ”  each year s ince 2 0 0 5 . O v e ra ll FA FSA  app lica tion s 
at U A  increased 7 %  from  2 0 0 5  to 2 0 0 7 , w ith ea rly  app lic a tion  ac tiv ity  inc reas ing  7 3% .

If a student wants to attend, why don’t they work or take out loans?



Students w ho w o rk  o ff-c am pu s take lo n g e r to earn their degree and are less lik e ly  to  graduate at 
a ll .
Em p loym en t o f f  campus increases their taxab le  incom e, m ak ing  it harder f o r  them  to q u a lify  
fo r  aid the next year.
In  the last fo u r  years , student loan  vo lum e  has gone up 9 6 .6 % , w h ile  grant aid has o n ly  gone up 
4 8 % . Increased loan  vo lum e  leads to increased student debt.



M y nam e is Jake H am bu rg  and I am  a U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la ska  Fa irb anks student 
w ho began h is U A  education at K ena i Pen in su la  C o lle g e  in S o ld o tn a . I w o rk  
ap p ro x im a te ly  5 6  hou rs per w eek both as U A F ’ s student b o d y  p resident and as a 
w eekend sa les assoc ia te w h ile  a lso  attending c lass fu llt im e . I cannot a f fo rd  to w o rk  any 
less due to rent, in ev itab le  ca r repa irs , fu e l, tu ition  and books . I do no t shy aw ay from  
hard w ork  but pay ing  fo r  m y  c o lle g e  education is in c rea s in g ly  p la c in g  a stra in  upon m y  
ab ility  to su cce ss fu lly  com p le te  m y degree.

A s U A F ’ s student b od y  president, th is a com m on  experience I hear from  m any  o f  
the students and g roups that I have  met w ith . I h ave  m et fa r to o  m any  students w ho have 
been fo rced  to d rop  ou t because they cou ld  not p e rso n a lly  fund the ir education . I kn ow  
from  speak ing w ith m any o th e r students around the state that they are w o rk in g  lo n g  hou rs 
to m ake ends m eet w h ile  try in g  to a lso  fin ish  the ir h om ew o rk  and attend classes.
S tudents know  how  im portan t a c o lle g e  education is to th e ir fu tu re and so they w o rk  
in c red ib le  hou rs and burden them se lves w ith debt.

T he state o f  A la s k a ’ s em p loye rs  are c rav ing  m o re  un ive rs ity  graduates and 
add ressing  the a f fo rd a b i lity  issues p lagu ing  students and the ir fam ilie s  w ill go a lo n g  w ay 
tow ard  n *eting that need. W e  kn ow  from  ex isting  research that a $ 1 ,0 0 0  reduc tion  in the 
cost o f  a c o lle g e  education can boost en ro llm en t by n ine percent. W e  a lso  know  that a 
$ 1 6 0  increase in the cost o f  attendance can d rop  underg raduate en ro llm en t by  .5 %  and 
c om m un ity  c o lle g e  en ro llm en t by 2 .3% . A  su rvey  p e rfo rm ed  b y  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la ska  
Southeast found  that the num ber tw o reason w hy students w ere d ropp ing  ou t was because 
they couldn't a f fo rd  to con tinue the ir education . T he  num ber one reason was fam ily  
p rob lem s.

F o r students app roach ing  their i.igh schoo l g raduation , the cost o f  a h igher 
education is the m ost im portan t top ic discussed by  the student and the fam ily . It is 
un fo rtuna te  that students do not m ove  on to h igher lea rn ing  because o f  the cost.

It has a lso  been shown that the g row ing  cost o f  an education is chang ing the 
pe rception  o f  a ffo rd a b ility  am ong  o u r e lem en ta ry  and m id d le  schoo l students and the ir 
parents. It is at these ages that students re a lly  decide w hether c o lle g e  is som eth ing  
atta inab le  fo r  them se lves.

T here  is som e good  new s. T he state has an op p o rtu n ity  to support a student-led 
e f fo r t  to p ro v id e  scho la rsh ip s to those students w ho dem onstra te  academ ic meri and 
fin anc ia l need. In the interest o f  thousands o f  students from  a ll ages and reg ions around 
thi ite, it is m y sincere hope that you w ill support H B  3 9 7  and H B  4 0 3 .

Thank you ,

Jake  H am burg
A S U A F  Preside*.t
F a irbanks , A K

T o  W h o m  It M a y  C o n ce rn :
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T o  W hom  It M ay  C once rn :

T'ease cons ide r th is a le tte r o f  support fo r  H B  3 9 7  and H B  4 0 3  o the rw ise  kn ow n  as the 
A la ska  A ch ieve rs Incen tive  P rog ram  o r  A A IP .

A s c itizens I b e liev e  w e have a re sp on s ib ility  to p rov id e  a q u a lity  education to o u r young  
peop le . C u rre n t ly  w e ’ re fu lf i l l in g  that re sp on s ib ility  th rough ex ce llen t h ighe r education  
p rog ram s at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la ska . O u r next ob lig a tion  is to ensure that a ll b righ t and 
m otivated young  peop le  have equal access to h igher education . A ffo rd a b i lity  sh ou ld  not 
be a h ind rance to ach iev ing  an education . H B  3 9 7  and H B  4 0 3  w ou ld  get us c lo se r to 
m ak ing  th is a rea lity .

The fact that these b i l ls  w ere o r ig in a lly  au thored and cham pioned b y  students shou ld  
re in fo rc e  th e ir im portance . Sham e on  us i f  w e do no t lis ten to what these young  p eop le  
are te llin g  us about th e ir ow n fin anc ia l d iffic u lt ie s  and those o f  th e ir peers.

L e t ’ s m ake a com m itm ent to equ ipp ing  A L L  o f  o u r young  p eop le  w ith the to o ls  they w ill 
need to change o u r com m un ities and ou r w o rld  so that they can tack le  the daun ting g lob a l 
issues we arc cu rren tly  fac ing . I u rge you  to support these b i l ls  as I c a n ’ t th ink o f  a better 
investm ent!

I f  y ou  have any fu rth e r questions about m y support fo r  these b i l ls , 1 u rge you  to contact 
m e at ( 9 0 7 )  4 5 7 -1 9 8 7  o r  p s chm id t9 2@ h o tm a il.e om . T hank you  fo r  tak ing  the tim e to 
listen to constituents!

S in ce re ly ,

JJ B oggs

mailto:pschmidt92@hotmail.com
mailto:pschmidt92@hotmail.eom


M y  n am e  is J o sep h  B la n c h a rd  an d  I  am  a s tu d en t o f  the U n i v e r  ' o f  A la s k a . 
I  am  a ls o  an  ac tive  m em b e r o f  m y  s tu d en t g o v e rn m en t a t the U n iv e rs i ty  o f  A la s k a  
F a irb a n k s . M y  m a jo r  c on ce rn s  fo r  y o u  a re  th a t H o u s e  B i l ls  3 9 7  a n d  4 0 3  ge t a ch ance  
to  g o  th ro u g h  the p roce ss  o f  g o v e rn a n c e  f r o m  b eg in n in g  to  end . T h e se  b ills  d e se rve  
h e a rin g s  a n d  deba te  an d  th ou g h  y o u r  se ss ion  has b e en  sh o rte n e d  a n d  tim e  is o f  the 
essence so  is ad d re ss in g  the p ro b lem s  th a t these b i lls  a ttem p t to  d e a l w ith .

S tu d en t G o v e rn m e n t  has c om e  a lo n g  w a y . G o n e  a re  th e  d ays w h en  studen ts fe lt 
d is tan ced  f r o m  the sy stem  an d  o n ly  th ro u g h  m a rc h in g  a n d  p ro te s t c o u ld  p re ssu re  an d  
fo rc e  ch ange . N o w  u s in g  o u r  c o lle g ia te  e xp e rie n ce s  an d  k n ow le d g e  w e a re  t ry in g  to  
step up  to  m ee t g o v e rn m en t h a lfw a y  in  ad d re ss in g  th e  needs o u r  c on s titu en ts  the 
s tu d en t b o d y . A la s k a n  s tuden ts h a ve  d o n e  th is a n d  the C o a li t io n  o f  S tu d en ts  L e a d e rs  
has a c tu a lly  ta ken  da ta  c o lle c te d  o v e r  a d ecade  o n  the f in a n c ia l needs o f  A la s k a n  
c o lle g ia te  studen ts an d  w ritten  le g is la t io n  ‘f i a t  w as ta ken  in  b y  m em b e rs  o f  th e  
le g is la tu re  th a t y o u  k n o w  see in  the H E S S  C om m it te e . W e  th an k  the in it ia l and  
fu tu re  sp on so rs  o f  th is le g is la t io n  fo r  th e ir su p p o rt a n d  c o n tin u e  to  h o p e  th a t o th e rs  
w i l l jo i n  th is fig h t to  in c rea se  access in to  o u r  s c h o o ls  an d  h e lp  im p ro v e  li fe  f o r  a ll 
A la s k a n s .

T h is  le g is la t io n  crea tes an  e n d ow m en t w ith  b o th  m e r it  b ased  an d  needs-based  
c om p on en ts  w h ich  en su res th a t n o t ju s t  the e lite  bu t a l l  h a rd -w o rk in g  A la s k a n s  a re  
a l lo w e d  a ch an ce  to  e n jo y  s c h o o l w ith o u t ir re sp o n s ib le  le v e ls  o f  deb t. O u r  studen ts 
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t w e h a ve  to  en d u re  ce rta in  le v e ls  o f  deb t to  in ve st in  o u r  u n iv e rs ity  
sy stem  and  w e a re  w i llin g  to  ta ke  o u t lo a n s  ,.n d  e v en  w o rk  a p a rt- t im e  jo b  i f  p o ss ib le . 
H o w e v e r  t o d a y ’s f in a n c ia l e n v iro n m e n t crea tes u n re a so n a b le  h a rd sh ip s  f o r  m an y  
s tuden ts a sk in g  th em  to  ta ke  o u t  ir re sp o n s ib le  le v e ls  o f  d eb t th at p ro lo n g  th e ir a b ility  
to  invest m o n e y  in to  fam ilie s  an d  th e ir re spective c om m u n it ie s . G ra n t  p ro g ram s  th a t 
a re  a v a i la b le  s t ill le a v e  le v e ls  o f  u n m e t need  th a t p la g u e  the p o o re s t studen ts th at 
even  w hen  th ey  rece ive  em p lo ym e n t f r o m  th e ir c o lle g ia te  e xp e r ie n ce  w i l l h a v e  the 
h a rd e s t tim e  p a y in g  back .

T h is  is n o t a h a n d ou t , o r  a fre e  rid e , o r  a w a y  to  p a y  fo r  m o re  a d m in is t ra t iv e  s t a f f  th is 
is a studen t p ro g ram  des igned  a n d  lo b b ie d  fo r  by s tuden ts , w ith  s tu d en t su p p o rt f r o m  
th e ir re spec tive  u n io n s  an d  g o v e rnm en ts  ch a rted  b y  the B o a rd  o f  R eg en ts . W e  ask  fo r  
y o u r  su p p o rt in  w h a te v e r a m o u n t the state dec ides is fa ir  an d  re a s o n a b le  to  beg in  a 
p ro g ram  th a t can  b rin g  m o re  jo b s , o p p o r tu n ity , an d  h o p e  to  a state th a t faces an  
u n ce rta in  fu tu re  w ith  f lu c tu a t in g  o i l a n d  gas p rices .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  an d  g o o d  lu c k  th is se ss ion . W e  d epend  o n  y o u r  
d e c is io n -m a k in g  and  w isd om  fo r  o u r  fu tu re .

S in c e re ly ,

T o  W h o m  I t  M a y  C o n c e rn :

J o s e p h  B la n c h a rd



F e b ru a ry  2 6 , 2 0 0 8

T o  W hom  It M ay  C once rn :

I thank you  fo r  re cog n iz in g  the im portance o f  the issue o f  h ighe r education 
a ffo rd ab ility . In understand ing that o u r ch ild ren  are ou r fu tu re , th is is a firs t step in 
guaran tee ing that o u r fu tu re  w i ll be h ig h ly  educated, c ritica l th inkers w ho can m ake the 
app rop ria te  dec is ions in a w o rld  becom ing  e v e r m o re  com p lica ted  each year.

N ow , in  m y  ju n io r  y e a r at U A F  I h ave  heard and p e rso n a lly  experienced  the 
d ilem m a o f  a ffo rd ab ility . A m ongst m y  peers , I have num erous tim es heard how  d iffic u lt  
it is to get one o f  the h ig h ly  sp ec ified  and ex trem e ly  lim ited , but needed scho la rsh ip s at 
U A F . W he th e r it is because o f  A la skan  re s id ency o r  G P A  o r  lack o f  fam ily  A lum n i o r  
be ing in a non -h a rd  sc ience p rog ram  o r  any num ber o f  o th e r leg itim ate  reasons, I have  
seen so m any dedicated and dese rv ing  students be denied fo r  m uch need fin anc ia l 
assistance. T h is  sends a lou d  and c le a r m essage that that ind iv idua l is no t va lued  b y  this 
institu tion o r  this state. T h is  a lso  then fo rces them  to have to decide i f  fin ish in g  a degree 
at U A F  is w orth  g o in g  in to  ex trem e debt.

A s a freshm an  O rien ta tion  L eade r and an In s ide -O u t H ost (U A F ’ s largest 
recru itm ent even t), 1 have heard m any new  o r  poten tia l students concerned that they 
w o n ’ t be ab le  to a f fo rd  th e ir educa tion , yet m ost understand how  im portan t it is to 
con tinue schoo l. W h i le  I stand there te llin g  them  their op tion s in c lud ing  loan s and 
w o rk in g , 1 se c re tly  th ink to m y s e lf  o f  how  lik e ly  it is that they w ill e ith er d rop  out in fear 
o f  m assive debt o r  a c tu a lly  end up in m assive debt b e fo re  they graduate. N o t to m ention 
those students, lik e  m y se lf, w ho choose  to get a part tim e o r  fu ll tim e jo b  and o ften  end 
up sabotag ing the ve ry  educa tion  they are try ing  to fund. T h is is e sp ec ia lly  true when 
cons ide ring  that so m uch o f  the av a ila b le  fin anc ia l aid is o n ly  a v a ila b le  to en tering 
freshm an , thus causing the p rob lem  o f  h o o k in g  a student in to the h ighe r education system  
to o n ly  leave  them fin a n c ia lly  hang ing  in the subsequent years at the le v e ls  when tu ition 
and costs are at their highes*

These  are a few  o f  the m any, m any  reasons w hy i encou rage you  to support the 
A la ska  A ch ieve rs  In cen tive  P rog ram  (A A IP ) ,  w ith in  H B 3 9 7  and H B 4 0 3 . W h ile  this 
p rog ram  is not an answ er to a ll o f  the p rob lem s cu rren tly  be ing  faced in regards to 
a f fo rd a b ility , it is a much needed firs t step. F in a lly , I w ant to h igh ligh t the im portance o f  
m ain ta in ing  the $ 1 0 0  m i llio n  request, as in recogn iz ing  that this p rog ram  w ill se rv ice  the 
en tire  state o f  A la ska , a $ 1 ,0 0 0  m in im um  fo r  q u a lified  students is tru ly  a m in im um  e ffo rt 
in figh ting  against the r ip p le  e ffe c ts  o f  the ris ing  costs o f  h igher education . P lease  show  
that you b e lie v e  in students seek ing  a h ighe r education ; p lease dem onstra te  that you  
support students w ho arc try in g  to im p ro ve  them se lves in o rd e r to im p ro ve  the w o rld ; 
p lease support the A A IP  th is year, so  next y e a r ’ s students w ill be equipped to take the 
next step.

T hank you  fo r  y o u r tim e,
M ari ah A cton



F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 20 0 8

A s a resident o f  Fa irb an ks , a student o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la sk a  Fa irbanks and an 
A laskan , I w ou ld  lik e  to exp ress m y  support fo r  the A la ska  A ch ieve rs Incen tive P rog ram  
(A A IP ) .  T h is  p rog ram  is o u r firs t step tow ards co lle g e  a f fo rd a b ility  and increased 
student success.

H igh e r education  sh ou ld  be a top p r io r ity  to ou r state, as w e are the fu tu re o f  
A laska . T h rough  this p rog ram  those w ho have the grades and s k i l ls  w i ll be ab le  to th ink 
about attending U n iv e rs ity  w ithout need ing to th ink about the m oney . F o r g raduating 
h igh schoo l g rads the cost o f  a h ighe r education is the m ost im portan t top ic d iscussed by  
the student and the fam ily . It is a sham e that students do not m ov e  on  to h igh e r lea rn ing  
because o f  the cost. T h e  A A IP  lo o k s  to p rov id e  assistance to these students w ho have a
3 .0  H igh S ch oo l G P A  and m eet fin anc ia l aid standards.

A s a Ju n io r here at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la ska  and a h igh schoo l g raduate o f  W est 
V a lle y , I have seen w ay too  m any o f  m y fe llo w  students d rop  ou t o f  c o lle g e  because they 
cannot a f fo rd  it. T h ey  d id not leave  because the ir c lasses w ere to o  hard , o r  they fe lt they 
w ere not getting a s te lla r education , it was because they cou ld  not a f fo rd  the ris ing  costs. 
N o  student sh ou ld  be fo rced  to w o rk  4 0  hou rs a w eek to strugg le  to pay  fo r  the 12 credits 
they now  are s trugg lin g  in because they are too bu sy  w ork ing .

O u r students o f  A la sk a  h igh schoo ls  deserv^ m ore . T h ey  need to kn ow  that som e 
ou t their cares and w o rrie s  about the ris ing  cost o f  tu ition . W e  have a ve ry  successfu l 
m erit based scho la rsh ip , the U A  Scho la rs , now  it is tim e fo r  a needs based scho la rsh ip . 1 
have n eve r seen a g roup  o f  students m ore  passion about a need. H e re  at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  
A la ska  Fa irbanks , the A ssoc *ed Students o f  U A F  have fin a lly  stood  up and demanded 
an equal op po rtu n ity  fo r  the students o f  A la ska . T he re  w ere m any  s leep less nights, 
pou ring  o v e r thousands o f  pages o f  m ate ria l and reports , and d ia log u e  w ith students, 
s ta ff , and adm in istra to rs . In the end they ach ieved som eth ing that they w ere to ld  was 
im poss ib le . A  H ouse  B i l l  N o . 3 9 7  now  sits in com m ittee that w ou ld  start an endow m ent 
to p rov id e  scho la rsh ip s on  a m erit and needs based system .

T h e  great state o f  A la s k a  and the nation  th rive  on o u r h igher education 
institu tions. T he  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la ska  engages the com m un ity , p rov id e s  a sk ille d  la b o r 
fo rce , and bu ild s a s tronge r state. A s y ou r vo ting  constituent 1 u rge to p lease support b i ll 
num ber 3 9 7  and open up the fu tu re o f  m any young  A laskans.

S ince re ly ,

M ered ith  C am eron  
U A F  Student 
D is tric t 8 
A la ska  Residen t

T o  W h o m  It M a y  C o r  e m :



y.

T o  W hom  It M ay  C once rn :

A s an A la ska r; resident and parent, p lease  conside r suppo rting  any e f fo r t  tow ards 
financ ia l assistance fo r  A la s k a  students in A la ska  h igher education .

H igh S ch oo l graduates from  A la ska  schoo ls  s in ce re ly  w ish to attend A la s k a  co lleges but 
a ll to o  o ften  finances do not a l lo w  it to happen.

A laska  H igh  S ch oo l students d o  w o rk  and th e ir fam ilie s  h e lp  as best they can but it is too  
o ften  not enough .

W e  understand there is som e leg is la tion  in Juneau regard ing  the p ro v is io n  o f  he lp  to 
A laska  students. It is o u r hope that there is fo l lo w  th rough w ith  th is leg is la tion  as the 
need is v e ry  rea l.

S in ce re ly ,

N ancy H am bu rg  
S te rling , A la sk a



I s tron g ly  u rge y ou r support fo i the A la ska  A ch ieve rs In cen tive  P rog ram  Scho la rsh ip  in 
o rd e r to assist dese rv ing  students w ith the constan tly  ris ing  costs o f  h ighe r education . A s 
I have read and discussed the p roposed  leg is la tion , I fe e l it has been w e ll researched , is 
sound ly  constructed and is c ra fted in a m anner to m ake  a s ign ific an t d iffe ren c e  in  the 
liv es  o f  o u r m ost p roduc tive  but f in a n c ia lly  needy students.

P lease m ove  this b i l l fo rw a rd  to increase the chances it w i ll b ecom e a re a lity  fo r  current 
students w ho are w o rk in g  hard to bu ild  a p os itiv e  fu tu re  fo r  A la ska . T hank you  fo r  y ou r 
consideration .

T o  W h o m  It M ay  C o n c e rn :

S in ce re ly ,

Sue M cH en ry



Th is b i l l is designed to a llow  students w ho have show n scho lastic  in teg rity  and 
ach ievem ent the ab ility  to get a h igher education , even i f  th e ir fin anc ia l s ituation prevents 
it. It pushes th is state one step fu rth e r to eq u a lity  in both oppo rtu n ity  and qu a lity  o f  
education . T h is  b i ll w ill once again show  the p eop le  o f  A la ska  that in te llig ence and 
d ilig ence  are not attributes reserved to o n ly  the a fflu en t and b lessed m em bers o f  soc ie ty  
by e lim in a tin g  fin anc ia l ba rrie rs ; financ ia l ba rrie rs  w h ich se rve no academ ic func tion  and 
o n ly  d iscou rage  p eop le  from  pursu ing a h ighe r education .

A s a p rospec tive  teacher w o rk ing  at La th rop  H igh  S ch oo l in Fa irbanks, I can attest first 
hand to the num ber o f  students w ho shy aw ay from  co lle g e  because o f  the cost. I see 
students e v e ry  day w ho dem onstra te they have the ab ility  to succeed and the ethics 
necessary to d o  great things fo r  A la ska . But m any  o f  them  see c o lle g e  as a bu rden , ra ther 
than an oppo rtun ity , and it is u n fa ir to these young  p eop le  to te ll them  that c o lle g e  isn't 
fo r  them  because they happen to fa ll in the w rong  incom e bracket.

W e  ow e it to these students to a llow  them the op p o rtu n ity  to g row  to their fu lle s t 
po ten tia l. W e  ow e it to the State o f  A la ska  to tra in  p eop le  to be ready fo r  o u r expanding 
econom y . A la ska  needs docto rs and nurses. W e  need teachers, law ye rs  and socia l 
w o rke rs . O u r state is g row ing  and so are its needs. W e  cannot continue the antiquated 
idea that incom e is a re fle c tion  o f  ab ility .

S in c e re ly ,

Pa trick  F rym a rk  
Fa irbanks , A K

T o  W h o m  It M ay  C o n ce rn :
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U N I V E R S I T Y

o f  A L A S K A

Maui I)iuhniiiit One . lAi.i-.i

202 Butrovich Bu ild ing 
910 Yukon Drive 
P.O. Box 755000 
Fairbanks, A K  99775-5000

March 7, 2008

Representative D avid  Guttcnbe~~
State C ap ito l, R oom  41 8  
Juneau, A laska 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D ear Representative Guttenbcrg,

The Un iversity  o f  A laska is comm itted to p rov id ing access to h igher education fo r a ll A laskans. 
A ch ieving access is espec ia lly  critica l fo r A la ska ’ s first generation co llege  students; and students 
from  the lowest econom ic quartile . U n fo rtunate ly , A laska ranks 5 1sl among other states and the 
D istrict o f  C o lum b ia in co llege-bound rates o f  low -incom c youth (F Y  1994 to F Y 2 0 0 5 ) .

The C oa lition  o f  Student Leaders at the Un iversity  o f  A laska has o ffe red  a v is iona ry  needs-based 
program  that w ou ld  o f fe r  substantial re lie f  to e lig ib le  students. Th is program , that you have 
introduced as -  the A laska Achievers P rog ram  (H B  3 9 7 ) -  is fu lly  supported by both the students 
and adm inistration o f  th - university.

In addition, the A laska Advantage G rant adm inistered by the A laska C om m ission on 
Postsecondary Education (A C P E ) continues to help students a ffo rd  higher education in this state. 
The un iversity fu lly  supports the G o ve rn o r ’ s proposed increases to this program  as w e ll.

T o  positive ly  impact the neediest o f  students, the state o f  A laska must continue to invest in 
needs-based financia l aid programs. A dd itiona lly , until the state, through A C PE , has an 
adequately funded program  we w ill continue to rank poo rly . Keep in m ind, fo r A laska to reach 
the average o f  other states nearly S7 m illion  is required annually .

The un iversity p rov ides some re lie f  fo r financ ia lly  needy students. The U A  Grant Program  
a llocates 1%  to needs-based; however, U A ’ s focus remains first and forem ost on assuring 
program  ava ilab ility  fo r high demand occupations in A laska.

I l l  can answer any questions o r be o f  any further service, please contact me.

Thank you .

M ark R . H am ilton , President 
University o f  A laska System

mailto:sypres@alaska.edu
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Representative David Guttenberg

Date : M arch  4 , 2 0 0 8

T o : R ep resen ta tive  Peggy W ils o n , C ha ir
H ea lth , Education  and S oc ia l Se rv ices

F rom : R ep resen ta tive D av id  Guttenberg

R e : H B 3 9 7  -  Postseconda ry  Scho la rsh ip s
H B 4 0 3  - A pp rop : S cho la rsh ip  Fund

1 re sp ec tfu lly  request that you  schedu le H B 3 9 7  -  P ostseconda ry  Scho la rsh ip s , 
and it ’ s co rre spond ing  app rop ria tion  b i l l ,  H B 4 0 3  fo r  H ea lth , Education  and 
Soc ia l S e rv ic e s ’ C om m ittee  conside ra tion  at y o u r ea rliest conven ience .

Enc losed  are:

1. T he  m ost recent ve rs ion  o f  H B 3 9 7  and H B 4 0 3
2 . C u rren t sp on so r statement
3 . C u rren t sectiona l an a lys is
4 . L ist o f  recom m ended w itnesses o r  in terested parties
5. A dd ition a l backg round  m ate ria l/ le tte rs o f  support

T hank you  fo r  y o u r conside ra tion  o f  th is request.

Representative.David.GuUenberg@legis.state.ak.us
http://guttcnberg.akdcmocratsr>rg

mailto:Representative.David.GuUenberg@legis.state.ak.us
http://guttcnberg.akdcmocratsr%3erg


H B 3 9 7  - R e c o m m e n d e d  W itn e s s e s  a n d  I n te r e s te d  P a r t i e s  ( P r e l im in a r y )

D ian e  B a rran s -  E xecu tive  D ire c to r , A la ska  C om m iss io n  on Postsecondary Education 
Jake H am bu rg  -  P res iden t A S U A F  
L ind say  Fo rre s t -P re s id e n t A S U A S  
John R ob e rson  -  P residen t A S U A A
Saichi O ba - A ssis tan t V ic e  P resident, Student &  E n ro llm en t Se rv ices 
L inda Lupe r -  P rog ram  D ire c to r, U A  C o lle g e  Sav ings plan
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UNIVEDSiry or ALASKA
F A I R B A N K S

Department o f Journalism
101 Bunnell, PO Box 756150. Fairbanks, Alaska 9977S 6190. (907)474-7761

Dear Lawmakers,

As the cost o f a college education keeps going up. the a b ility o f lower income fo lks to 
atta in loans and grants to pay fo r high education keeps go ing down. The grow ing 
d iv ide pushes students away from  college, away from  learn ing and away from  
opportun ities.

I support House B il l 397, “ an Act creating a postsecondary scholarship grant program 
fo r A laska residents based on high achievement and financia l need" because we need 
to push the citizens o f our stale closer, not fu rthe r away, to a college education.

S tatistics te ll us students are dropp ing out o f college because o f cost. I can te ll you 
from  personal experience. I have watched students leave my classes al the Unive rs ity 
o f A laska Fairbanks because o f the cost o f college and a lack o f need based grants 
and scholarships. Th is issue is bu ild ing a wedge between some brigh t men and 
women and a college degree. It doesn't and shou ldn ’ t have to be th is way. HB 3 ”/ 
seeks address this issue and get A laska kids more ways to fo r school.

I encourage you to support th is important piece o f leg is la tion . Opportun ities to help 
our best and brightest pay fo r college and stay closer to home ju s t makes sense. Th is 
piece o f leg is la tion w il l pay o f f in a better smarter work fo rce in the fu ture.

S incere ly,
Charles Fedu llo
Asst. Professor o f Journalism
Un ive rs ity o f A laska Fairbanks /
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A L A S K A  F E D E R A T I O N ^  G^F N A T I V E S ,  I N C .
1577 C Street, Suite 300, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

907-274-3611 Fax 907-276-7989

- ' March 2 8 ,2 0 0 8

The Honorable Peggy W ilson , Chair 
• . Health, Education &  Social Services Committee
The Honorable M ike Chcnault, Co-Chair 
T lie Honorable K evin  M eyer Co-Chair

House Finance Committee 
A laska State Legislature : ,
State Capitol ‘ • ‘ •
Juneau, A K  99801 -1182

Dear Representatives W ilson , Chenault and Meyer:

On beha lf o f  the'A laska Federation o f  Natives, I am writing to express our strong support 
fo r H B  397 , pending in the Finance Committee and HB 403 , pending in the House Health. 
Education & Socia l Services (H E SS ) Committee.. H B  397  establishes the A laska Achievers 
Incentive Program  to be administered by the A laska Commission on Postsecondary Education. It 
would provide much needed postsecondary scholarships fo r A laska residents based on high 
achievement and financial need and would benefit many A laska Natives. HB 403 appropriates 
$100 m illion  as an endowment from the general fund to the A laska Achievers’ Scholarship Fund.

The rising cost o f  postsecondary education is becoming a serious deterrent to high school 
students and their, parents as well as to adults who arc interested in continuing their education.
Fo r many, tire cost o f  a postsecondary education can be the primary factor in their decision on 
whether to further their education. A laskans who are doing well in school and who wish to niove 
on to higher learning should not be forced to forego that opportunity because o f  cost The A laska 
Achievers Incentive Program  created by H B  397 and endo ved bv H B  403 w ill help reduce the 
cost o f  a postsccondary education fo r  those A laskans who demonstrMe academic success but 
who cannot a ffo rd  to continue their education without financial assistance. This program w ill 
benefit a ll A laskans by ensuring that wc have a well-educated ,wor«c force. We urge passage o f  
these b ills during this legislature.

Cc: The Honorable Bob Roses, Co-Chair, HESS
The Honorable B i l l Sto ltze , V ice-Chair, House Finance 
The Honorab le M ary Nelson 
The Honorable Reggie Joule
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UNIVERSITY Of ALASKA
FAIRBANKS

Department of Journalism
101 Bunnell, PO Box 756120. Fairbanks, Alaska 99775 6120. (907)474-7761

Dear Lawmakers,

As the cost o f a college education keeps going up. the a b ility o f low er income fo lks to 
atta in loans and grants to pay fo r high education keeps going down. The grow ing 
d iv ide pushes students away from  college, away from  learn ing and away from  
opportun ities.

I support House B ill 397, “ an A c t creating a postsecondary scholarship grant program 
fo r A laska residents based on high achievement and financ ia l need" because we need 
to push the citizens o f our state closer, not fu rthe r away, to a college education.

S tatistics te ll us students are dropp ing out o f college because o f cost. I can tell you 
from  personal experience. I have watched students leave my classes at the Univers ity 
o f A laska Fairbanks because o f the cost o f college and a lack o f need based grants 
and scholarships. Th is issue is bu ild ing a wedge between some brigh t men and 
women and a college degree. It doesn't and shouldn’ t have to be th is way. HB 37 
seeks address this issue and get Alaska kids more ways to fo r school.

I encourage you to support th is important piece o f leg is la tion . Opportun ities to help 
our best and brightest pay fo r college and stay closer to home ju s t makes sense. T his 
piece o f leg is la tion w ill pay o f f in a better smarter w ork fo rce in the fu tu re .

S incerely,
Charles Fedu llo
Asst Professor o f Journalism
Un ive rs ity o f A laska Fairbanks r /  ,



25-LS1395\M.3
Mischcl
3/10/08

A M E N D M E N

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE
TO: HB 397

f l

Page 2, line 9, fo llow in g  "$ 1 ,0 00 " :
Insert "and not m ore than $ 5 ,0 0 0  a year"

-1-



25-LSI395'M .5
Mischel
3/10/08

A M E N D M E

O F F E R E D  IN  TH E  H O U SE  
TO : H B  397

Page 2, line 1 1, fo llow in g  "year." :
Insert "The com m ission m ay not award a scho larsh ip to an e lig ib le  applicant fo r m ore 

than fou r years o r m ore than a cum ulative amount o f  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ."



25-LS1395\M.4
Mischel
3/10/08

^ 2

A M E N D M E N T  Q

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE
TO: HB 397

1 Page 3 , line 2 2 , fo llow ing  "AS 1 4 .4 3 .1 9 0 " :
Insert , fo r the cost o f  adm in ijte ring  the A laska achievers' scho la rsh ip  prog ram ,"

L -1-
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m

O F FE R E D  IN  T H E  H O U SE  
TO : H B  3 9 7

25-LSI395\M .2
Mischel
3/10/08

1 Page 2 , line 2 3 , fo llow in g  "achieved":
2 D e lete "a"
3 Insert "and maintained a cumulative"

- I -



«
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25-LS1395VM.6
Mischel

3/7/08

O FFE R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  
TO : H B  3 9 7

1 Page 2 , line 16:
2 D elete "needed"

-1-



25-LS1395\M .7
Mischel
3/17.08

A M E N D  M E nt.^Y
O F F E R E D  IN  T H E  H O U S E  

T O : H B  3 9 7

Page 4 , fo llo w in g  lin e  1 :
Inse rt a new  b i ll section to read:

"* Sec. 3. T he  uncod ified  law  o f  the S ta te  o f  A laska  is amended by  add ing  a new  section to 
read:

A L A S K A  A C H IE V E R S ' S C H O L A R S H IP  F U N D ; T R A N S IT IO N . N otw ithstand ing 
A S  1 4 .4 3 .1 9 5 (c ) , added by sec. 2 o f  this A c t, the com m iss ione r o f  revenue sh a ll de term ine the 
am ount a v a ila b le  fo r  app rop ria tion  fo r  sch o la rsh ip s  from  the A laska  ach ieve rs ’ scho larsh ip 
fund as fo l lo w s :

( 1 )  as soon as p rac ticab le  a fte r the firs t app rop ria tion  is depos ited  into the 
fund , the com m iss ion e r shall de term ine the first fu ll m onth-end m arket v a lu e  o f  the fund and 
iden tify  f iv e  percent o f  that am ount a v a i la b le  fo r  the rem ainder o f  the fisca l yea r;

( 2 )  as soon as p racticab le  a fte r M ay  1, 2 0 0 9 , the com m iss ion e r sh a ll determ ine 
the m onth -end m arket va lu e o f  the fund and id en tify  five  percent o f  that am ount as the 
am ount a v a ila b le  fo r  the fo llow in g  fisc a l y e a r ; and

(3 )  as soon  as p racticab le  a fte r M ay  1, 2 0 1 0 , the com m iss ione r sh a ll determ ine 
the average m onth -end m arket va lu e  o f  the fund fo r  the preced ing fisca l y e a r and iden tify  
percent o f  that am ount as the am ount a v a i la b le  fo r  the fo llow in g  fisca l ye a r."
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Representative David Guttenberg

MEMO
T o : M em bers o f  the H ou se  H E S S  C om m ittee

F rom : C h ris tian  G ou -L eon h a rd t , S t a f f  to R ep resen ta tive  D av id  Gu ttenberg  

R e : Q uestions rega rd ing  H B 3 9 7  ra ised du ring  com m ittee 

D ate : M arch  14, 2 0 0 8

T he  fo llow in g  questions w ere raised du ring  ye s te rd ay ’ s com m ittee  m eeting.

1. H ow  m an y  p e o p le  u t i l i / e  tb*' P F D  ch eck  b o x  to d e p o s it a p o r t io n  o f  th e i r  D iv id e n d  
in to  a U A  C o lle g e  S a v in g s  t .a n ?

A cco rd ing  to the P F D  D iv is io n ’ s 2 0 0 7  A nnua l R ep o rt 8 ,5 0 0  fi le rs  requested that at least 
a po rtion  o f  th e ir d iv idend  be sent to the P la n  on th e ir b eha lf. T hat rep resen ts s lig h t ly  
m o re  than 1 .4%  o f  a ll P F D  recip ients.

2 . W h a t  a re  the q u a li fy in g  p o s ts e c o n d a ry  in s t itu t io n s  u n d e r  H B 3 9 7 ?

Institu tions deem ed e lig ib le  u nd e rcu rren t p ro v is io n s  o f  H B 3 9 7 :
•  A V T E C
•  U n iv e rs ity  o f  A la ska  (a l l cam puses)
•  A la ska  B ib le  C o lle g e
•  A la ska  P ac ific  U n iv e rs ity
•  C a re e r A cadem y
•  C harte r C o lle g e
•  llis a g v ik  C o lle g e
•  W ay land  Bap tist U n iv e rs ity  (A n ch o rag e  and Fa irbanks cam puses)

P lease  feel free  to contact m e d ire c t ly  at x 4 9 5 5  i f  y o u  have any o th e r questions o r  concerns.

Represcntative.David.Guttonberg(<i legis.state.ak. us 

http:Aguttenberg.ukdemocrats.org


