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SPONSOR STATEM ENT / SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

HB332 -  ?re-EIementary School Programs

H B 332 proposes adding pre-elem entary  and H ead Start p rogram s to the definition 
o f  an elem entary  school for federal funding  purposes.

T h is  change w ill allow  these program s to qualify  for Federal E -R ates. T hese rates 
w ere available to A laskans for several years, then were cut o ff w hen the U niversal 
Service A dm inistra tive C om pany (U SA C ) m ade a determ ination  that A lask a’s definition 
o f elem entary  schools d id  not fit w hat was required in federal law.

H B 332 will allow  those pre-elem entary  program s to be elig ib le to apply for 
federal funding to help pay for infrastructure, equipm ent, o r o ther costs related to 
providing telephonic and internet transm issions.

T h is bill also assures that adding these program s to the defin ition  o f an 
elem entary  school will not have any affect on adm ission num bers used by the Dept, o f 
Education and Early D evelopm ent in the Education Funding Form ula.

T h is sim ple change in statute to allow  these program s to g am er funding is needed 
now. Head Start p rogram s have closed in m any com m unities and operations have been 
scaled back  in program s state-w ide o ver the last few  years.

I appreciate your support for th is bill.

B IL L  S E C T IO N  1: A m ends 14.03.060(a) to assure that adding the pre-elem entary  
program s in Bill Section 2 has no o ther effect than to  m ake them  available for federal 
funding.

B IL L  S E C T IO N  2; A dds a new s • ;on to include p re-elem entary  and head start 
program s to  the defin ition  o f  elem ents, y schools. A lso  assures that those students m ay 
not be counted  in a sch o o l’s average daily  m em bership.
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S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  /  S E C T IO N A L  A N A L Y SIS  

H B 332 -  P re -E le m e n ta ry  School P ro g ra m s

HB332 proposes adding p re-elem entary  and H ead Start program s to the definition 
o f an elem entary school fo r federal funding puiposes.

This change will allow  these program s to qualify  for Federal E-Rates. T hese rates 
were available to A laskans for several years, then were cut o ff w hen the U niversal 
Service A dm inistrative C om pany (U SA C ) m ade a determ ination that A laska’s definition 
o f  e lem entary  schools did not fit what w as required in federal law.

HB332 will allow  those pre-elem entary  program s to be elig ib le to apply for 
federal funding to help pay for infrastructure, equipm ent, or other costs related to 
providing telephonic and internet transm issions.

This bill also assures that adding these program s to the defin ition  o f an 
elem entary school will not have any affect on adm ission  num bers used by the Dept, of 
Education and Early D evelopm ent in the Education Funding Form ula.

This sim ple change in statu te to allow  these program s to g am er funding is needed 
now. Head Start program s have closed in many com m unities and operations have been 
scaled back in program s state-w ide over the last few years.

I appreciate your support for this bill.

B IE L  S E C T IO N  1: A m ends 14.03.060(a) to assure that adding the pre-elem entary  
program s in Bill Section 2 has no o ther effect than to m ake them  available fo r federal 
funding.

B IL L  S E C T IO N  2: Adds a new subsection  to include pre-elem entary  and head start 
program s to the definition o f  elem entary  schools. Also assures that those students may 
not be counted in a scho o l’s average daily  m em bership.
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Letter of Support for HB 332

1 am writing to express my support f j r  HB 332. This legislation w ill once again allow Heed 
Start programs in Alaska to be eligible to apply for federal funds that are collected as taxes on 
Alaskan's phone bills.

Head Start programs have experience flat funding at the state and federal level for many years, 
while inflationary costs have continued to rise. Making this simple legislative change w ill help 
open up another source o f federal revenue to help with the increased cost o f operating this 
important early childhood program in our state.

Thank you for your support o f this legislation.

G . u m f c t t 'u j v u
AnneMarie Mattaccnione, Director 
907-452-4267 Ext 223

Play N Learn Community Head Start 
1949 Gillam Way Suite A 
Fairbank AK 99701
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Adam  Berg

From: Cheryl turner [caturner@mtaonline.net]

Sent: Thursday. March 06, 2008 2:12 PM

To: Adam Berg

Subject: Head Start

Hi Adam ,
I’m Cheryl Turner, M at-Su School Board Member and C C S  Board Member (I’m currently on a short leave from my 
C C S  Board position but will be reseated soon).

I’m writing this last minute email to show my support for the Head Start Bill 332 sponsored by Rep. Edgmon. I 
truly believe in prevention over treatment and our C C S  program is an
awesom e tool to “jump-start" these kids. The “family intervention” component along with the appropriate
academic package is the key to a child, who would undoubtedly struggle in
school, become successful. I’d rather see my dollars go to supporting Head Start over prisons.

Tell your boss, this is one registered Republican who wishes her party would support Head Start (and not just 
support it, but understand all the benefits that come from assisting these 
families). Also tell Rep. Egdmon thank-you so very much for all of his support!!

God Bless,
Cheryl Turner

3 /6 /2 0 0 8
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Representative Bryce Edgmon 
State Capitol Room 424 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Represent t̂i-vrfEdgrnon:

Letter of Support for HB 332

I am writing to express my support for HB 332. T1 is legislation will once again allow Head 
Start programs in Alaska to be eligible to apply for federal funds that are collected as taxes 
on Alaskan’s phone bills.

Head Start programs have experience flat funding 
years, while inflationary costs have continued to ri 
will help open up another source of federal revenut 
operating this important early childhood program in

Thank you for your support of this legislation.

4t the state and federal level for many 
se. Making this simple legislative change 

to help with the increased cost of 
our state.

Sinceifely yours,

Ralph Andersen 
Chief Executive Officer

&—
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Letter of Support for HB 332

I am writing to express my personal support for HB 332. This legislation will once again allow 
Head Start programs in Alsdca to be eligible to apply for federal funds that are collected as taxes 
on Alaskan’s phone bills. These ftmds are then redistributed to schools and libraries to help pay 
for long distance service, internet costs, and other technology expenses (which we all know are 
especially important in our state).

A couple yean ago several Alaska Head Start programs decided that they would apply for these 
funds as well. As a result, several programs were awarded E-rate ftmds. Our beginning efforts 
caused the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) to set up some rules determining 
what Head Start programs would be eligible. Based on these rules the majority of states now 
have Head Start programs that are eligible for E-rate, unfortunately Alaska is not among than. 
This legislation would fix that.

Head Start programs have experienced flat finding at the state and federal level for many years, 
while inflationary costs have continued to rise. Making this simple legislative change will help 
open up another source of federal revenue to help with the increased cost of operating this 
important early childhood program in our state.

Thank you for your support of this legislation.


