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T h e  R ic h a rd  F o s te r  and  A le c  C e s a r  D o n o r  A c t w o u ld  re q u ire  an e m p lo y e r  w h o  e m p lo y s  1 0 0  o r  
m o re  e m p lo y e e s  to  g ran t a p a id  le a v e  o f  ab sence  to an  e m p lo y e e  f o r  the p u rp o s e  o f  m a k in g  a 
p e rs o n a l o rg a n  o r  b o n e  m a r ro w  d o n a t io n . T h e  e m p lo y e r  is n o t re q u ire d  to  p ro v id e  m o re  than 8 0  
h o u rs  o f  le a v e , h o w e v e r  the  le a v e  m a y  n o t be le s s  than  4 0  h o u rs  u n le s s  th e  e m p lo y e e  requ ests  
fe w e r  h o u rs . V e r i f ic a t io n  m a y  be re q u ire d  and the  e m p lo y e r  m a y  n o t re ta lia te  o r  sa n c tio n  an 
e m p lo y e e  f o r  re q u e s tin g  th is  le a v e .

F o r  l iv in g  d o n o r s , p a id  le a v e  m a y  be n e ed ed  f o r  a s c re e n in g  p ro c e s s , the p ro c e d u re  to  o b ta in  
b o n e  m a r ro w  o r  k id n e y s , a n d  re c u p e ra t io n  tim e , in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  a b on e  m a r ro w  d o n o r  s am p le , 
a q u ic k  and  e a s y  c h e e k  sw ab  is ta k en . T h e  ac tu a l b on e  m a r ro w  d o n a t io n  an d  re c u p e ra t io n  can  
ta k e  t im e  aw a y  f r o m  w o rk , e s p e c ia l ly  i f  the d o n o r  m u st tra v e l in  o rd e r  to  d o n a te . F o r  k id n e y  
d o n o rs  as w e l l ,  p a id  le a v e  f o r  s c re e n in g , s u rg e ry , and re c u p e ra t io n  t im e  is n eed ed .

A c c o rd in g  to  the  A la s k a  K id n e y  F o u n d a t io n , o v e r  3 0 0  A la s k a n s  a re  o n  k id n e y  d ia ly s is  and  that 
n u m b e r  has b een  s te a d i ly  in c re a s in g  b y  1 5 %  a n n u a lly . T h e re  a rc  s om e  p a tie n ts  o n  d ia ly s is  w h o  
c o u ld  b en e fit  f r o m  a k id n e y  t ra n sp la n t . T h e re  a rc  n e a r ly  1 0 0  A la s k a n s  w a it in g  f o r  an o rg a n  
t ra n sp la n t . E v e r y  y e a r  th e re  a rc  a d u lts  an d  c h i ld re n  w h o  need  b on e  m a r ro w  tra n sp la n ts  f o r  
a i lm e n ts  such  as le u k em ia  an d  o th e r  b lo o d  d ise a se s . A  b on e  m a r ro w  d o n a t io n  m a y  be th e ir  o n ly  
c h a n ce  f o r  s u rv iv a l.

R ic h a rd  F o s te r  is  a lo n g t im e  le g is la t o r  f r o m  N o m e  w h o  is c u r re n t ly  aw a it in g  a k id n e y  tra n sp la n t . 
A le c  C e s a r  is a F i l ip in o /T lin g i t  b o y  re s id in g  in Jun eau  w h o  w as  a b le  to  re c e iv e  a b on e  m a rro w  
t ra n sp la n t  in S e a t t le  a fte r  the n a t io n a l b on e  m a r ro w  b an k  tu rn ed  up  a m a tc h in g  d o n o r  in N ew  
M e x ic o .
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S U B J E C T :  S e c t io n a l S u m m a ry  (H B  2 5 2  (W o r k  O rd e r  N o . 2 5 - L S 0 8 1 7 \ C ) )

T O :  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  G a b r ie l le  L e D o u x
A ttn : C h r is t in e

F R O M :  Jean  M . M is c h e l
L e g is 'a t iv e  C o u n s e l

Y o u  h a v e  re q u e s te d  a s e c t io n a l s u m m a ry  o f  the  a b o v e -d e sc r ib e d  b i l l .

A s  a p r e lim in a ry  m a tte r , n o te  that a s e c t io n a l s u m m a ry  o f  a b i l l s h o u ld  n o t be c o n s id e re d  
an a u th o r ita t iv e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the b i l l  and  the b i l l  i t s e l f  is the best s ta tem en t o f  its 
c on ten ts . I f  y o u  w o u ld  lik e  an in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the b i l l  as it m a y  a p p ly  to  a p a r t ic u la r  set 
o f  c irc u m s ta n c e s , p le a se  ad v is e .

S e c t io n  1. P ro v id e s  a sh o rt tit le .

S e c t io n  2 . A d d s  a new  se c t io n  to  t it le  2 3  (e m p lo y m e n t p ra c tic e s  g e n e r a l ] ) )  re q u ir in g  
e m p lo y e r s  o f  1 0 0  o r  m o re  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  w o rk  m o re  than  3 0  o r  m o re  s c h e d u le d  h ou rs  
each w eek  to  p ro v id e  not le ss  that 4 0  h o u rs  and  not m o re  than  8 0  h o u rs  o f  p a id  le a v e  to  
those  e m p lo y e e s  f o r  d o n a t in g  an o rg a n  o r  b on e  m a rro w .

S e c t io n  3 . M a k e s  a c o n fo rm in g  am en dm en t re la te d  to  sec . 6 's te c h n ic a l c h an g e  that 
rem o v e s  a p r e v io u s ly  re p e a le d  p a ra g ra p h .

S e c t io n  4 . M a k e s  a c o n fo rm in g  am en dm en t re la te d  to  sec . 6 ’s te c h n ic a l c h an g e  that 
rem o v e s  a p r e v io u s ly  re p e a le d  p a ra g ra p h .

S e c t io n  5 . A d d s  a new  se c t io n  to  t id e  3 9  (s ta te  e m p lo y m e n t )  re q u ir in g  s p e c i f ie d  
e m p lo y e r s  to  p ro v id e  e m p lo y e e s  w h o  w o rk  m o re  than 3 0  o r  m o re  s c h e d u le d  h o u rs  each  
w eek  n o t le ss  that 4 0  h ou rs  o f  p a id  a d m in is t ra t iv e  le a v e  fo r  d o n a t in g  an o rg a n  o r  b on e  
m a iTow .

S e c t io n  6 . P ro v id e s  a c ro s s - rc fc rc n c e  to  the new  sec tion  add ed  in sec . 5 o f  the b i l l  and  
m ake s  a te c h n ic a l ch an ge  lh a t rem o v e s  a p r e v io u s ly  re p e a le d  p a ra g ra p h .

J M M .m e d
0 7 - 2 9 7 .m c d



Click h ere  to  return to th e  original story

Bone marrow donor, recipient's family connect 
in Juneau

Native boy meets his rare match in emotional reunion at the 
airport

L e o n a rd  B e g a ii w as  d r iv in g  to  w o rk  ab ou t s ix  w eek s  a g o  in N ew  M e x ic o  
w hen  he g o t a p h o n e  c a l l  that c h an g ed  h is l i fe .

H e a n sw e re d  it, b u t the c a l le r  w as s i le n t . H e  w as ab ou t to  hang  up  w hen  he 
h ea rd  an e m o t io n a l v o ic e .

"S h e  to ld  m e , M y  n am e is R a c h e l. I'm  the m o th e r o f  A le x  C e s a r , ’ " he s a id . 
"T h a t 's  the p a tien t y o u  d o n a te d  the b on e  m a rro w  t o . ' "

A y e a r  and  a h a l f  a f te r  h e lp in g  s ave  the li fe  o f  a Ju n eau  b o y , B e g a i i  had  
f in a l ly  le a rn e d  the  b oy 's  n am e .

T h is  w e e k , B e g a i i , 2 9 , w as a b le  to  m eet h im . H e  and  h is fa m i ly  w e re  f lo w n  
up f r o m  N e w  M e x ic o  to  m ee t A le x  a n d  h is fa m i ly , to  c e le b ra te  th e  boy 's  
e ig h th  b irth d a y  an d  be h o n o re d  b y  the c ity  M o n d a y  e v e n in g .

" I ju s t  w an ted  to  h e lp  s o m e b o d y  o u t ,"  B e g a ii sa id . " I k ep t w o n d e r in g  w h o  go t 
it. w h e re  it w en t to ."

A le x 's  b a tt le  w ith  le u k e m ia  in sp ire d  a s ta tew id e  d r iv e  f o r  b on e  m a r ro w  in 
2 0 0 5 . M o re  than  1 .0 0 0  p e o p le  re g is te re d  in the  N a t io n a l M a r r o w  D o n o r  
P ro g ra m  a c ro s s  A la s k a .

A  m a tch  w as no t e a sy  to  f in d  f o r  A le x , w h o  is o n e -q u a r te r  F i l ip in o  and th re e - 
q u a rte rs  T lin g i t . It c am e  f r o m  an u n exp ec ted  s ou rc e : a N a v a jo  m an  in N e w  
M e x ic o .

B e g a ii a r r iv e d  at a d o n a t in g  fa c i l i t y  ju s t  as the s t a f f  w as c lo s in g  it d ow n  o n e  
a fte rn o o n  in A p r i l .  H e  ta lk e d  th em  in to  ta k in g  on e  last s am p le . T h e  b lo o d  
m a tch ed , a n d  a tra n sp la n t to o k  p la c e  la te r  in O c to b e r .

M uch  o f  B eg a ii's  d e s ire  to  d on a te  sp ru n g  f ro m  hea lth  issu es  that h is  ow n  so n  
fa ced . W h en  h is  s o n , X a v ie r ,  w as an in fa n t , d o c to rs  d is c o v e re d  a ra re  
c h ro m o s o m a l d is o rd e r . T h e y  sa id  the b o y  had  s ix  m on th s  to  a y e a r  to  liv e .
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B e g a ii d e c id e d  to  d o n a te  .he m a r ro w  e v e n  th ou gh  it w as ag a in s t h is  N a v a jo  
b e lie fs , h e  sa id . T h e  N a v a jo  sa y  th a t i f  y o u  g iv e  aw a y  p a rt o f  y o u r  b o d y , y o u  
g iv e  aw a y  pa rt o f  y o u r  sp ir it .

"W ith  m y  w ife  s ta n d in g  b eh in d  m e  th ro u g h  the w h o le  p ro c e d u re . I w a s  g la d  
to  d o  it ,"  he sa id .

T h e  t ra n sp la n t p ro c e s s  has b een  o v e rw h e lm in g  f o r  A le x 's  f a m i ly ,  bu t it w as 
s u c c e s s fu l.

A le x ’s m o th e r , R a c h e l D u g a q u a , sa id  B e g a ii s a v e d  A le x 's  l i fe .  S h e  an d  A le x 's  
aun t, A n d re a  Q u in to , and  o th e r  fa m i ly  m em b e rs  g a th e re d  at the  Ju n e au  
In te rn a t io n a l A irp o r t  o n  F r id a y  to  m ee t B e g a i i a n d  h is  e x te n d e d  fa m i ly  - but 
the f l ig h t  w as sen t to  S itk a  d u e  to  s n ow . T h e y  w e re  a b le  to  la n d  la te r .

" Y o u  d on 't k n o w  w hat to  e x p e c t ,"  D u g a q u a  sa id  as she w a ite d  f o r  the p ne. 
" It 's  been  a m a jo r  r o l l e r  c o a s te r  o f  e m o t io n ."

"W e  c a l le d ,"  sh e  add ed . "W e  g o t to  ta lk  o n  the p h on e . H e  sent m e  a p h o to , 
and  w e sen t h im  p h o to s  to o . B u t it's a l l v e ry  d i f fe re n t  fa c e - to - fa c e ."

A le x  w as p la y in g  w ith  o th e r  k id s . W h e n  a s k e d  i f  he w an ted  to  ta lk  a b ou t h is 
e x p e r ie n c e s , he ju s t  s h o o k  h is  head . H e 's  s h y , h is  fa m i ly  sa id .

E v e ry  fa m i ly  m e m b e r w as a f fe c te d  d i f f e r e n t ly  b y  the e v e n ts , Q u in to  sa id .

" F o r  m e , it w as a fig h t to  f in d  a d o n o r ."  Q u in to  s a id . " Y o u  g o t to  f ix  w h a t ’s 
b ro k e n . B u t y o u  c a n ’t f i x  it i f  the d o c to rs  d on 't h a v e  w hat th ey  n e e d ."

"W e  h ave  a g o o d  su ccess  s to ry ,"  she ad d ed . "W e  ju s t  h ap p en ed  to  be the 
lu c k y  o n e s ."

B e g a ii an d  h is  fa m i ly  h a v e  b een  e n jo y in g  the  sn ow  and  g e tt in g  to  k n o w  A le x . 
T h e y  w e re  ab>e to  b rin g  th e ir  f iv e  c h i ld re n , ra n g in g  in ag e s  4  to  1 2 , and  
s e v e ra l o th e r  fa m i ly  m em b e rs  f o r  a to ta l o f  n in e . T h e y  a l l w a tch ed  M o n d a y  
e v e n in g  as B e g a ii w as n am ed  an  h o n o ra ry  c it iz e n  o f  Ju n e au .

T h e  v is it h a s  been  h ec tic  at t im e s . B u t m e e t in g  A le x  and  h is  fa m i ly  has g iv e n  
B e g a ii a sen se  o f  p eace .

" It pu t m y  hea rt at e a se ,"  B e g a ii sa id . " I 'm  g la d  s o m e b o d y  is a liv e  to d a y  
b ecau se  o f  w hat I d id ."

• K e n  L ew is  can  be re a ch ed  at k c n . le w is @ ju n e a u e m p ir e .c o m .
C lic k  h e re  to  re tu rn  to  s to ry :
h t tp :/ /w w w .ju n e a u e m p ir e .e o m /s t o r ie s / 0 3 2 0 0 7 / lo c _ 2 0 0 7 0 3 2 0 0 l8 .s h tm l

N o w  he's 10.
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Once again friends rally to help Nome lawmaker in crisis
TRANSPLANT: C olleagues and o the rs  o ffe r  m oney, even k idneys .

B y  ANNE SU TTO N  
T h e  A s s o c ia te d  P re s s
(Published: A p ril 30, 2007)

JUNEAU  — In  1 9 9 1 ,  th e  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  f r o m  N om e  w a s  
fa c in g  t r ia l o n  fe d e r a l g u n  c h a rg e s . S ix  u n re g is te re d  m a c h in e  
g u n s  a n d  a 5 0  m m  S o v ie t  m o r t a r  w e re  a m o n g  th e  i te m s  fo u n d  
in R ic h a rd  F o s te r 's  p o s s e s s io n .

In  m a n y  o t h e r  p la c e s , su c h  t r o u b le s  c o u ld  be g ro u n d s  fo r  a 
re c a ll .  In s t e a d , F o s te r 's  c o n s t i tu e n t s  th re w  a fu n d ra is e r  to  h e lp  
p a y  fo r  h is  d e fe n s e .

N ow , in th e  " c e  o f  a m o re  s e r io u s  c h a lle n g e  - -  he  h a s  a li fe -  
t h re a t e n in g  k id n e y  d is e a s e  a n d  n e e d s  a t r a n s p la n t  — fr ie n d s  
o n c e  a g a in  a r e  ra l ly in g  to  F o s t e r ’s  s id e .

H a lf  a d o z e n  p e o p le  a t  th e  A la s k a  C a p ito l h a v e  o f fe r e d  h im  o n e  
o f  th e i r  k id n e y s , a n d  m o re  th a n  2 0 0  le g is la t o r s , s t a f f  m e m b e rs , 
lo b b y is t s  a n d  w e ll-w is h e r s  tu rn e d  o u t  in J u n e a u  la s t  m o n th  to  
ra is e  m o n e y  to  h e lp  c o v e r  o u t - o f - p o c k e t  e x p e n s e s  f o r  h im  a n d  
h is  w ife , C a th e r in e .

" I w a s  r e a l to u c h e d  a n d  h u m b le d  b y  it, e s p e c ia l ly  by th e  d o n o r s  
v h o  c a m e  o u t  o f  th e  w o o d w o rk  to  h e lp ,"  s a id  F o s te r , th e  f a t h e r  
f  e ig h t  a d u lt  c h i ld re n  a n d  o n e  te e n . "Y ou  h a v e  a ll th e s e  p e o p le  

in th e  b u ild in g  h e re , a n d  th e y  a r e  a t  e a c h  o th e r 's  th ro a t s  
s o m e t im e s , b u t w h en  s o m e o n e  n e e d s  h e lp , th e y  a re  th e  f i r s t  to  
s te p  fo rw a rd ."

A s i lv e r - h a i r e d , e a s y g o in g  m a n  w ith  a  r e a d y  a n d  s o m e w h a t  
m a n ic  la u g h , F o s t e r  h a s  a k n a c k  f o r  m a k in g  fr ie n d s . A t th e  
fu n d ra is e r , th e  s to r ie s  f lo w e d  th ic k  an d  fa s t  a b o u t  h is c o rn y  
jo k e s  a n d  b itin g  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r .

L o b b y is t  P a u l F u h s , a f o rm e r  N o m e  c ity  m a n a g e r , d rew  th e  
b ig g e s t  la u g h  w ith  h is s t o r y  o f  w a lk in g  w ith  th e  le g is la t o r  in h is  
h o m e to w n  on  th e  e d g e  o f  th e  B e r in g  S e a . W h en  a s e a g u ll 
sw o o p e d  p a s t , d ro p p in g  a d e p o s i t  o n  F o s te r 's  h e a d , F u h s  f ig u re d  
F o s te r  w o u ld  w a n t  to  t id y  up , s o  h e  a s k e d  i f  h e  s h o u ld  fe tc h  
s o m e  t o i le t  p a p e r .

"N a h ,"  F o s t e r  s a id , "h e ' ll b e  lo n g  g o n e  by  th e n ."

On th e  H o u s e  f lo o r ,  F o s t e r  r a r e ly  jo in s  in le g is la t iv e  d e b a te  a n d  is o f t e n  o b s e r v e d  le a f in g  th ro u g h

. iep . R icha rd  F oste r, D -N om e, has a 
life -th reaten ing kidney d ise a se  and 
need s  a transp lan t. A laskans are 

ra lly ing to Foste r's  s ide , with ha lf a 
d o zen  p e op le  in the C ap ito l offering 
him o n e  o f their k idneys. (CHRIS 
MILLER /  The Associated Press)
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gun  m a g a z in e s . H e  is b e t t e r  k n o w n  f o r  h is  b i r t h d a y  r o a s t s  t o  c o l le a g u e s , a n d  f o r  " F r id a y s  a t  
F o s te r 's ,"  th e  e n d - o f - t h e -w e e k  m u s ic  ja m  h e  h o s t s  in h is  c o m fo r t a b le  o f f ic e s  d e c o ra te d  w ith  
p h o to g ra p h s  o f  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  w h o 'v e  v is ite d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s .

F o s t e r  s a id  m o s t  le g is la t iv e  b i l ls  a r e n ' t  r e le v a n t ,  a n y h o w , to  r e s id e n t s  o f  h is  f a r - f lu n g ,  o f t e n  
ic e b o u n d  n o r th w e s t e rn  d is t r ic t . H e r e p r e s e n t s  th e  c ity  o f  N o m e , p o p u la t io n  3 , 5 4 0 ,  a n d  2 8  N a tiv e  
v i l la g e s  - -  o f  w h ich  o n ly  tw o  a r e  c o n n e c te d  to  e a c h  o t h e r  b y  ro a d  a n d  n o n e  to  th e  g r e a t e r  w o r ld .

"T h e re  a r e  a  th o u s a n d  b i l ls  in t r o d u c e d  h e re  e v e r y  tw o  y e a r s  a n d  th e y  d o n 't  m e a n  a  th in g  to  p e o p le  
in S a v o o n g a  o r  D io m e d e ,"  F o s t e r  s a id . "L ik e  s e a t  b e lt  la w s . M o s t o f  m y  v i l la g e r s  d o n 't  e v e n  h a v e  a 
c a r . T h e y  a ll u s e  ATV s ( a l l  t e r r a in  v e h ic le s )  o r  s n o w m a c h in e s ."

CAPITAL BUDGET IS  PRIORITY

As a la w m a k e r , h e  k e e p s  a s in g le -m in d e d  fo c u s  o n  th e  c a p ita l b u d g e t  a n d  its a b i li t y  t o  b u ild  jo b s  
an d  in f r a s t r u c tu r e  in r e m o t e ,  c a s h - p o o r  v i l la g e s . In  h o m e s  th e re , th e  t o i le t  is o f t e n  a  b u c k e t  b eh in d  
a c u r ta in  in a c o r n e r  o f f  a  m a in  r o o m .

"T he  q u e s t io n  is t r y in g  to  g e t  g o o d , s a fe  c o n d it io n s , w a te r  a n d  s e w e r  m o s t ly ,  a n d  a f fo r d a b le  
p o w e r ,"  s a id  F o s te r , w h o s e  a n c e s t r y  is p a r t  S c a n d in a v ia n , p a r t  E s k im o . "W h e n  I c a m e  ( t o  th e  
L e g is la tu r e )  in 1 9 8 8  th e y  h a d  ju s t  fo u n d  o u t  in S h is h m a r e f  th a t  th e i r  d r in k in g  w a te r  p o n d  w a s  b u ilt  
on  a n  o ld  E s k im o  c e m e t e r y .  T h e y  w e re  d r in k in g  h u m a n  r e m a in s . "

H is c o n s t i tu e n t s  c e r t a in ly  r e c o g n iz e  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s e n io r i t y  a n d  F o s t e r ’s s u c c e s s  in b rin g in g  
p r o je c t s  h o m e .

In  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h o s e  h a v e  in c lu d e d  s c h o o ls  in W h ite  M ou n ta in , S h e ld o n  P o in t , H o o p e r  B a y ,
C h e v a k  an d  S te b b in s , th e  re p a v in g  o f  s e v e r a l a i r p o r t  ru n w a y s , a n d  s m a l le r  c o m m u n ity  p r o je c t s  lik e  
w a s h e te r ia s  a n d  d u s t  a n d  e r o s io n  c o n t ro l .

T h e  s e n io r  m e m b e r  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , F o s t e r  is n ow  in h is  1 0 th  tw o - y e a r  t e rm . He 
h a s  a ls o  re m a in e d  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  H o u s e  m a jo r i t y  d u r in g  h is  lo n g  t e n u r e  d e s p ite  a  s h i f t  in p ow e r 
1 4  y e a r s  a g o  f r o m  D e m o c r a t s  to  R e p u b lic a n s .

H e k e p t  h is p a r t y  a f f i l ia t io n  b u t jo in e d  th e  R e p u b lic a n  c a u c u s  w ith  t h r e e  fe l lo w  r u ra l D e m o c ra t s .
T h e  m o v e  a n g e re d  th o s e  w h o  w e re  le ft  in th e  m in o r i ty , b u t  f o rm e r  la w m a k e r  a n a  A n c h o ra g e  
D e m o c r a t  E th an  B e rk o w it z  s a id  h e  c a m e  to  a p p re c ia t e  th e  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  th e  s t a t e ’s h a n d fu l o f  
ru ra l la w m a k e r s  w o rk  u n d e r .

" I f  I d o n 't  g e t a  c a p ita l p r o je c t ,  n o  big d e a l. W e 'll g e t  it la t e r  o n ,"  B e rk o w it z  s a id . " I f  h e  d o e s n 't  g e t  
a s c h o o l ,  th a t  m e a n s  h is  fa m i ly ,  h is  f r ie n d s , a r e n ' t  g o in g  to  g e t  th e  e d u c a t io n  th e y  d e s e r v e . T h a t's  
a v e r y  h e a v y  b u rd e n ."

B e rk o w it z  to o k  a n  a n n u a l b i r t h d a y  rib b in g  f r o m  F o s te r  f o r  a b o a t in g  m is h a p  n e a r  J u n e a u  e a r ly  in 
h is  o w n  d e c a d e - lo n g  t e n u re .

"H e  d o e s n ’ t t a k e  a b a th ; h e  ju s t  w a s h e s  a s h o r e , "  w a s  o n e  o f  F o s te r 's  l in e s .

F o s t e r  a ls o  h o n o re d  th e  e v e n t  w ith  a s o n g , a h a n d m a d e  m o d e l o f  th e  c a p s iz e d  b o a t  a n d  a t o n g u e -  
in -c h e e k  re q u e s t  to  th e  U .S . B o a rd  o f  G e o g ra p h ic  N a m e s  to  c o n s id e r  re n a m in g  th e  s p o t  B e rk o w itz  
Is la n d  w h e re  th e  le g is la t o r  s p e n t  a  c o ld , w e t n ig h t b e fo r e  h e  w a s  r e s c u e d  by  th e  C o a s t  G u a rd .

" I t ’s  th e  a c c id e n t t h a t  w ill n e v e r  s t o p  g iv in g ,"  B e rk o w it z  s a id  w ith  a la u g h .
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F o s te r  a ls o  g a v e  B e rk o w it z  a  g u n  o n  o n e  b ir th d a y . I t ' s  th e  k in d  o f  g i f t  h e  s o m e t im e s  th ru s t s  on  
u n w itt in g  c o l le a g u e s . T h is  t im e  it w a s  a  d e r r in g e r  n e s t le d  in a  h o l lo w e d - o u t  m y s t e r y  n o v e l th a t  
F o s te r  h a d  e a r l i e r  g iv e n  t o  f o rm e r  G o v . T o n y  K n o w le s  o n  a t r ip  to  N o m e . T h e  g o v e r n o r  im m e d ia te ly  
tu rn e d  th e  p is to l o v e r  to  s t a t e  t r o o p e r s ,  w h o  e v e n tu a l ly  g a v e  it b a c k  to  F o s t e r .  B e rk o w itz  s t i l l h a s
it.

PASSION FOR FIREARMS

F o s te r  in h e r i te d  h is  p a s s io n  f o r  f i r e a rm s  f r o m  h is  fa t h e r ,  f o rm e r  s t a t e  S e n . N e a l "W illy "  F o s te r , w h o  
a ls o  s h a r e d  h is  a i r  ta x i  b u s in e s s  a n d  W ill R o g e r s - s t y le  h u m o r  w ith  h is  s o n .

I t  w a s  th e  y o u n g e r  F o s te r 's  z e a l f o r  c o lle c t in g  w e a p o n ry  th a t  la n d e d  h im  in t r o u b le  1 6  y e a r s  a g o . A 
V ie tn a m  v e t e r a n  a n d  f o rm e r  A rm y  c a p ta in , F o s te r  g ra b b e d  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  fe d e r a l a g e n ts  w h en  he 
a s k e d  a J u n e a u  m a c h in is t  t o  c r a f t  s o m e  s u b m a c h in e  g u n  p a r t s .

B u t a s y m p a th e t ic  N o m e  ju r y  a c q u it te d  F o s te r , to  th e  a p p la u s e  o f  t h e  g a l le r y .

F o rm e r  N om e  M a y o r  L e o  R a s m u s s e n  is n o t  s u rp r is e d  th a t  p e o p le  in th e  c a p ita l a r e  n ow  ra l ly in g  to  
F o s te r 's  s u p p o r t .

"R ic h a rd  is ju s t  g o o d  o ld  A la s k a n  in th e  t r u e  s e n s e ,"  R a sm u s s e n  s a id . "T h e  o ld  A la s k a n  d o e s n 't  fit  
th e  m o ld  o f  t o d a y . T h e y  h a v e  a g e n u in e n e s s  to  th e m  th a t  b y  a n d  la rg e  th e  c o u n t r y  h a s  lo s t ."

At th e  fu n d r a is e r  o n  h is  b e h a lf ,  F o s te r  w a s  c h a ra c te r is t ic a l ly  lo w -k e y . T h o u g h  h e  h a s  a p o s s ib le
d o n o r  lin e d  up - -  a  f r ie n d  is n ow  g o in g  th ro u g h  a b a t t e r y  o f  t e s t s  - -  a n d  F o s t e r  is  u n d e rg o in g
d ia ly s is , h e  a lr e a d y  h a s  b e e n  d is a p p o in te d  s e v e r a l t im e s .

"I h o p e  th is  is n o t  a n  o b i t u a r y ,"  he  to ld  w e l l-w is h e r s  w ith  a s o f t  la u g h .
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H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Representative Peggy W ilson - Chair

Date: May 9, 2007 

Subject: Conceptual Amendments for HB 252 from the House HESS Committee

The H ouse  H E S S  com m ittee m oved HB 2 5 2  from  com m ittee on  5 /8 /07  with the fo llow ing conceptua l 
am endm ents .

Am endm ent 2 ) Th is bill sh a ll on ly app ly to state em p loyees who a re  paid by a w arrant o f the state .

Am endm ent 3 ) P ag e  1 line 3  a fte r the fina l Insert som eth ing like "This section does not require 
em p loye r to g rant paid le ave  fo r sep a ra te  sc reen ing  p rocess"

Am endm ent 4 ) Add language that “this leave  c la ss  is not dona ted  to a  p o o l.” T h e  m em ber making the 
m otion was not su re  where to add this language.
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