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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HCS CSSB 49(TRA)
(H) Publish Date: 3/16/07
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected Administration
Title "An Act relating to commemorative license ‘rdu Division of Motor Vehicles
plates ceiehTating Alaska's 50th anniversary.. Component Motor Vehicles

Sponsor Sen. Gary Stevens

Requester (S) Stato Affairs Component No. 2348

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES (1156) RSS (2.0) (2.0) (2.0) (2.0) (2.0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0

1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimato of any currentyear (FY2007) cost: 0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included In tho Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal: |

POSITIONS L |

Full-time

Part-timo

Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separata nago if necessary)
The fiscal impact of this bill is the reduction of revenue of $2.0 annually for issuing of tho Purplo Heart
License Plates, and potentially 5 vehicle registrations per year for the Congressional Medal of Honor plates.

This minimal reduction in revenue and any minor costs associated with Congressional Modal of Honor or
Purple Heart Veleran plates will not alfect the agency's operating budget. Total revenue generated by tho
DM?7 Is $50 million annually, while tho operating budget for tho division is $13.1 million.

Prepared by: Duano Bannock Phono 269 5008
Division Motor Vehicles Dato/Timo 2/12/07 8:00 AM
Approved by: Kovin Brooks, Deputy Commissioner Dato 3/15/2007 1:55pm
Agency Dopartmonl of Administration
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Alaska State Legislature

INTERIM ADDRESS
112 Mill Bay Road
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907)486-4925

Fax (907) 486-5264

SESSION ADDRESS
Alaska Stale Capitol
Juneau, AK 59801-118.
(907} 16S-4925

Fax (907)465-3517

Senator Galy Stevens
Senate Majority Leader

Sponsor Statement for
House CS for Senate CS for Senate Bill 49(Transportation)

(Updated on March 29, 2007)

‘An Act relating motor vehicle license plates”

In 2009, Alaska will celebrate its 50lhanniversary as the 49thstate of the United States of
America. To mark this historic occasion, the 23r Legislature created the Alaska Statehood
Celebration Commission to organize, plan and administer all official state activities leading up to
the 50thanniversary of Alaska statehood. In the spirit of celebrating our landmark anniversary,
the commission recommends the state issue a commemorative license plate.

Senate 13ill 49 gives the Division of Motor Vehicles (DM V) statutory authority to issue a special
license plate commemorating the 50lhanniversary of Alaska’s statehood. The Division, in

consultation with the Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission, has determined the design and
color of the commemorative plate. DMV will begin to issue the commemorative license plate on

January 1, 200S.

SB 49 was amended by the Mouse Transportation Committee to allow DMV to issue special
legislation plates to recipients of the Medal of Honor. The bill also waives any registration or
plate fees for the person receiving the Medal of Honor, and removes the $30.00 license plate fee

for Purple Heart recipients.

I urge your support of this important legislation.



Alaska State Legislature

INTERIM ADDRESS
112 Mill Bay Road
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907)486-4925
Fax (907) 486-5264

SESSION ADDRESS
Alaska Stale Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
(907)465-4925
Fax (907)465-3517

Senator Gary Stevens
Senate Majority Leader

Sectional Analysis for CS for SB 49 (STA)

This bill creates commemorative license plates to honor Alaska’s 50thanniversary as a state. The
bill is based upon the procedure used by the Legislature to create commemorative centennial
gold rush license plates in 1996.

Section L Adds a purpose clause forsecs. 1- 3 and 7 - 10.

Section 2. Amends AS 28.10.161 (b) to require that passenger vehicle plates issued after January
1, 2008 shall be a commemorative 50lhanniversary statehood plate. This section sunsets in 2010
when sec. 3 springs into effect.

Section 3. In 2010, reverts the design of passenger vehicle license plates to the current design
once the commemorative period is finished.

Section 4. Provides for the issuance of Medal of Honor recipient license plates.

Section 5. Provides that persons v'ho receive the Purple Heart license plate do not have to pay a
fee.

Section 6. Provides that persons receiving the Medal of Honor license plate do not have to pay a
lee.

Sections 7 - 8. Provide directions to the Department of Administration to handle the transition
Section 9. Provides an instruction for the Revisor of Statutes.

Section 10. Provide effective dates.






FROM

Frai>k H.MuxkovsM, Govcreor
TiUiun NoO, Coainuuioncr

ALASXAstatehood celebration
COMMISSION MEMBERS

GiiiFtilBja

Cniuaieis/dtl Gt*it

jiilphl(*I1>.0a-nct

Soaticeiinl

ChnjtophttS. Cooinot
fttB-CMnr

Soa(bcestnl

RrpjoatiliTc MuV Ncnmin
xpstcjitimc.Bixk r.tunungkpjnlciwi*

Soaibtcdmii

RcytcKDUtrrc D*rid Guw alxr”™
irp>r«~ia>ejhvia~ttenbci<$i)cs taite-;V.(3

latfrwf

Srmtur DoaiM C cttoa

AL PRI

LcoRjiUUikh

LnJsiora«v?»ljtkdcem

doit Solit
cSnTejC'beNrtv.Miyr-~.ui
lalow*

Scww Guy L Stcreat
<anUM.pfy_dleTnx»(i"-1fff* » Tte *ar'<
Sooliwnt

Xm Tmu
ltausiM fo<n

SovitCMt

Fid Swctuoa

CxriiaiKt

pept, Of Coinnjrrtc, Commatky,

i"d litciioaik De-slopu m*

550 W 74advw w, S*n»r 1770
Anchoiije.AK 95501

W im : 5i77.259.J10J

P«: W 7459 .Ha
I'tno~faTi.tm.ikOmifcrtijrui jVIK

PHILLIPS-GEOLCGI ST

FPX NO. : 907 277 4967

January 22,2007

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Testimony in support of SB 49 - Commemorative License
Plates Celebrating Alaska’s 50th Anniversary a* a State

The Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission has been
working with the Department of M otor Vehicles for the past
year to dcsigu an appropriate commemorative license plate for

our 50<hanniversary celebration.

It is the intent of the Commission that these commemorative
plates will be the primary license plate Lssucd by the
Department throughout the period of time set aside for the
celebration which will begin in January 2008 and culminate
mid-year in 2009.

The celebration plates will clearly reflect Alaska’s 50 years of
statehood in addition to acknowledging Alaska’s pJace in the
Union of States.

Y our affirmative action in approving this legislation will be
greatly appreciated. It is quite appropriate that the bill
number of this piece of legislation is u49n in honor ofour
statehood. Ifyou have further questions or need more
information, please feel free to contact me.

Gail Phillips
Chairman
The Alaska Statehood Celebration Commission

22 2007 05:25PM
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History

'types y
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Links On December 9, 18G1 lowa Senator
Museum James \V. Grimes Introduced S. No. 82

. in the United States Senate, a bill
| Recipients J designed to "promote the efficiency of

the Navy" by authorizing the
production and distribution of "medals of honor'™. On December 21st the

(~ Gallery ] bill was passed, authorizing 200 such medals be produced "which shall be
bestowed upon such petty officers, seamen, landsmen and marines as shall

| Community distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action and other scamanlikc
qualities during the present war (Civil War)," President Lincoln signed the
bill and the (Navy) Medal of Honor was bom.

[ The Society |
Two months later on February 17, 1862 Massachusetts Senator Henry

Donations V\_/ilso_n introduced a similar bill, this one to authori_ze "the President to

distribute medals to privates In the Army of the United States who shall
distinguish themselves in battle. Over the following months wording

| Members Area [ changed slightly as the bill made its way through Congress. When
President Abraham Lincoln signed S.J.H. No. 82 on July 12. 1862, the
Army Medai of Honor was bom. It read in part:

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Conyress
assembled, That the President of the United States be,
and he is hereby, authorized to cause two thousand
"medals of honoi" to be prepared with suitable
emblematic devices, and to direct that the same be
presented, in the name of the Congress, to such noil--
commissioned officers and privates as shall most
distinguish themselves by their gallantry in action,
.and other soldier-like qualities, during the present
insurrection (Civil War)."

With tills simple and rather obscure act Congress created a unique award
that would achieve prominence in American history like few others. The
table below will acquaint you with a chronological time line of key events
in the history of the Medal of Honor.

Congress authorizes a "cortificnto of morit* bo prosontcd by tho
3 MAR 1847 Prosldont whon a "private soldier distinguishes himsolf in tho
scrvlco”. along with additional pay of $2 por month.

Army Assistant Suryoon Bornnrd J.D. Irwin roscuos tho GOsoldiers
of 2d I.t. Goorgo Bnscorn's unit at Apncho Pass, AZ. Though tho
13 FEE! Medal of Honor had not yot been proposod In Congress (and

It A tiiiohs.orc/nieiljil/niedal historvIitm 152007
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1861 actually wouldn't even be presented to Irwin until 1894, it was the |
First heroic act for which the Modal of Honor would be awarded.
24 MAY In Alexandria, VA Army Private Francis Edwin Brownell performs
1361 the first action of the Civil War to merit the Medal of Honor
Aboard tho U.S.S. Pawnee, John Williams courage despito his
26 JUN wounds, his refusal to leave any man behind, and his love for the
1P61 flag became tho first act by a member of the U.S. Navy to merit the

Modal of Honor.

Eleven soldiers at tho Battlo of Bull Run perform actions that
21 JUL 1861 eventually will make them recipients of the Medal of Honor. The
number includes Dr. Mary Walker who was involved in three major

battles and became tho ONLY woman to got the Medal.

In all, 25 soldiers and 5 sailors would perform Medal of Honor i
actions in the months from Bernard Irwin's first heroic act to the
establishment of tho Navy Medal In Decembor.

lowa Senator James W. Grimes, chairman of the Senate Naval
9 DEC 1861 Committee, introduces S. N0.82 in Congress to create a medal of
honor to promote the efficiency of tho Navy.

21 DEC President Abraham Lincoln approves the Congressional action to
1861 provide for 200 Navy Medals of Honor.
Massachusetts Senator Henry Wilson introduces a bill in Congress
17 FEB - . .
1862 to provide for an Army Medal of Honor for "privates in tho Army of
tho United States who shall distinguish themsolves in battlo."

12 APR Civilian spy James J. Andrews and 19 volunteers begin their "Groat
1862 Locomotive Chase" behind enemy lines in Georgia.

At Drewry's Bluff, VA aboard tho U.S.S. Galena, Corporal John
12 MAY Mackic became tho first Marino to earn tho Medal of Honor. When
1862 ho received tho award aboard tho U.S.S. Seminole on 10 July 1863
ho became tho first Marino to also recr ive tho award.

Seven of Androw's Raiders are hanged as spies in Atlanta. Four of
1?;:2'\‘ them will eventually bo awarded Medals of Honor...tho first to die in
their moment of heroism.
President Lincoln approves tho legislation authorizing tho
preparation of 2,000 Medals of Honor to "bo presented, in tho name
of the Congress, to such non-commissioned officers and privates
12 JUL 1062 as shall most distinguish themselves by their gallantry In action,
and other soldior-liko qualities.” Already 88 soldiers have
performed heroic actions that will bo ultimately awarded Medals of
Honor.
Twonty U.S. Army soldiers perform horoic acts at Antiotam that
17 SEP
would ovcntually bocomo rccognlzod by Modal of Honor

1062 .
presentations.

13 DEC At Fredericksburg, VA, Nineteen soldiors perform Modal of Honor
1062 actions.

Tho Act of 3 March 1863 extended tho presentations of tho Army
3 MAR 1003 Modal of Honor to officers, as well as non-commissioned officers
ind privates. (Tho Navy modal continued to bo rosorvod for

anllstod pcrsonnol ONLY.)

Socrotary of War Edwin Stanton presents tho first Medals of Honor
25 MAR I - . .
o six of tho surviving members of Androw's Raiders. Thoy are tho
1863 .
irst Medals over presented.
'ho Navy presents its first Medals of Honor to 41 sailors, 17 of
3 /*.’R 1063 1horn for actions In tho attacks at Forts Jackson and St. Philip (24
Npr 18G2).

lutu://ww\v.cinohs.or.g/inedal/inednl_history.htm 3/15/2007
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Ninety-six soldiors perform Medal of Honor actions at Vicksburg,
Mississippi....the highest one day total in the Medals entire history.
In all, 120 Medals of Honor were earned at Vicksburg.

Approximately 300 of tho 864 members of tho 27th Maine agree to
remain to guard Washington, DC after their enlistment had

expired. In return Secretary of War Edwin Stanton submitted tho
entire group of volunteers for Medals of Honor. A typographical
error resulted in all 864 of tho 27th Maine's soldiers being awarded
Medals of Honor for their extra 4 days of service. (All were revoked

in tho purge of 1917). j
Four days of battle at Gettysburg added 58 Medals of Honor to tho
war total.

At Fort Wagner, SC the 54th Massachusetts Colored Infantry faced
their first major test of combat. Former slave William Harvey
Carney became the first Black American to earn the Medal of

Honor.

Ninety-eight Americans received Medals of Honor for actions this
day at Mobile Bay, Alabama. Tho total Included 90 sailors and 8

Marines.
Fifty-two soldiers earn Medals of Honor at Petersburg, VA.

Fifty-six soldiers earn Medals of Honor at Deatonsvillo (Sailor's
Creek), VA. Among them on this day was 2d Lt. Thomas Custer
(yes, they were brothers) who earned his SECOND Medal of Honor,
becoming tho ONLY MAN In tho Civil War to receive TWO.

General Leo surrenders at Appomattox Courthouse and the Civil
War ends.

In tho week following Leo's surrender 8 moro Medals of Honor wore
earned, 7 of them at Columbus, GA. Tho 9th and last Medal of
Honor of tho Civil War was earned on April 19th at Greensboro, NC
by Charles Malone Bolts.

In Nebraska Army Private Frank W. Lohnes becomes tho first
official Medal of Honor recipient of tho Indian Campaigns, his
action preceded only by Bernard Irwin's 4 years earlier. His award
is presented just two months after his action.

Rather than grant Dr. Mary Walker's request for a commission in
tho U.S. Army, President Johnson orders that she bo given tho
Medal of Honor. (Tho award was revoked in the purge of 1917, then
restored in 1977).

680 of tho eventual 1520 total Medals awarded for Civil War actions
(not counting thoso of tho 27th Maino), have been presented.

From 18GG to 1890 a total of 105 rnoro will bo awarded. From 1890
to 1899 moro Medals will bo awarded for Civil War action that were
awarded during tho war...a total cf 683 in the Inst decade of tho
contury.

During tho period from tho end of tho Civil War to New Years Day,
1891 all but two of tho 242 Modals of Honor awarded for tho Indian
Campaigns wcro earned. Tho exceptions wore tho earlier award to
rvvin, and tho last action which occurred on 5 OCT 1890.

fhroo sailors oarn Modais of Honor for action Ir  jroa. Thoso woro
ho first Medals of Honor onrnod on forolgn soil. Ovor tho

ollowing two days twolvo moro Americans oarn Medals of

ionor...9 sailors and 0 Marinos in all.

3uo to tho largo number of mon submitlod for Modals of Honor
iflor tho Battlo of tho Littlo Big Horn, a rovlow board of offlcors was

3/15/2007
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assembled to consider the requests. Tho number was pared down 1
to 24 men, and a "now standard" was applied that "tho conduct

1876 which deserves such recognition should not bo the simple j
discharge of duty, but such acts beyond this that if omitted or
refused to be done, should notjustly subject the person to censuro
as a shortcoming or failure."”

23 APR Tho MEDAL UF HONOR LEGION is established to protect the
i 1890 integrity of the Modal.

Congress approved legislation authorizing "a rosette or knot to bo |
2 May 1896 worn in lieu of tho medal, and a ribbon to bo worn with tho medal.”
(20 Stat. 473) i

10 NOV For tho first time a change is made in tho DESIGN of tho Modal of
Honor. Tho change is only in tho suspension ribbon and affects

1896 only the Army's Medal of Honor. ;

With more than 700 Civil War soldiers applying for Medals of Honorl

since 1890, President William McKinley had directed tho Army to

establish new policies regarding Medal of Honor applications and

awards. Published on this date tho new regulations:

...Established that Medals of Honor could only be awarded for

"gallantry and intrepidity" above and beyond that of one’s fellow

26 JUN :

| 1897 Seoldiers, o
...Required that a submission for tho Modal of Honor be made by a
person other than tho veteran who had performed tho heroic deed,
...Required tho testimony, under oath, of one or moro eyewitnesses
to tho heroic deed. j
...Sot atime limit of one year for any person to bo submitted for the
Medal of Honor for an act occurring after 26 June 1897.

11

Tho Army Issues proper instruction for display of the Medal of
Honor suspended from a ribbon hung around the reck of tho

j 1 FEB 1898 recipient. (For the next half century Army Medals of Honor were
sometimes displayed in this fashion, at other times pinned to tho
tunic of a soldier's uniform.)

The U.S.S. Maine mysteriously explodes in Havana Harbor killing |
15 FEB 258 American soldiers and Iaun.ching tho Spanish-Amcrican War.
1898 From 1 May to 26 July, 109 soldiers, sailors and Marinos earned ;
Medals of Honor. All but 12 were awarded within a year of tho

war's end.
11 APR 1899 Three Marines and ono Sailor earn Medals of Honor in Samoa.

Twcenty*nlno Americans earn Medals of Honor in China (the Boxer
20 JUN . . . - .
Rebellion) in a campaign that will seo 30 moro awards for heroism

1900 by August 14th.

Secretary of War Eli Root appoints a board headed by Civil War
21 SEP modal recipient Major Genoral Arthur Mar.Arthur to review Medal of
1901 Honor submissions from tho Spanish American War and tho
continuing conflict in tho Philippine Islands.

U.S. War Department Special Orders No. 93, Paragraph 14
19 APR contlnuos tho board appointod by Eli Root "for tho purpose of
1902 examining applications and recommendations for Modals of Honor

| tnd Certificates of Merit.
Congress authorizes a distinctive now design for tho Army Medal

! af Honor, tho brainchild of Goneral Goorgo Gillospic who had
oceivod tho Medal of Honor during tho Civil War. Tho now

2319AOF;R '‘Gillosplo Modal" rotalns tho star shnpo but surrounds it with a
jroen laurel. Tho Medal is suspended from a newly designed blue
% .ibbon bearing 13 stars from a bar on which is printed tho word

'VALOR". Upon authorizing tho now Modal of Honor design,

littp://www.emohs.org/inedal/ineilal history.htm 3/15/2007
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J

J3 MAR 1915

1 Oct 1915

J3JUN 1916

]
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1C JAN
1906

27 FEB
1907

1913

27 APR
191G

16 OCT
1916

Congress requires Medal recipients to return their original Medals
to bo replaced with the new.

In ceremonies at the White House, President Theodore Roosevelt
presents tho Medal of Honor to Spanish-American war hero James
R. Church in keeping with his earlier Executive Order:

"Tho presentation of a Medal of Honor to an officer or enlisted man
in tho military service, awarded under the Joint Resolution of
Congress approved July 12,1863, will always bo made with formal
and impressive ceremonial.

"Tho recipient will, when practicable, bo ordered to Washington,
D.C., and tho presentation will be mado by tho President, as
Commandcr-in-Chief, or by such representative as the Piesidcnt
may designate.

"When not practicable to have tho presentation at Washington, tho
details of time, place, and ceremony will be prescribed by the Chief
of Staff for each case.

"On campaign, the presentation will bo made by tho Division or
higher commander." (September 20,1905)

Recipients of the earlier designs for tho Medal of Honor have
shown reluctance to return thoir "old" medals for the new
"Gillespie"” medals because of the sentimental value their original
award holds for them. In response Congross authorizes them to bo
issued the new design without turning in their original Medals and
instructs that those who had previously turned in their Medals have
them returned to them. Tho legislation specifies, however, that
both Medals (original and Gillespie) can not bo worn at the same
time.

The Navy changes the ribbon from which their Modal of Honor is
suspended to a bluo ribbon with 13 white stars, similar to tho
design of the ribbon patented with Gillespie's Medal of Honor for
tho Army. Other slight changes in design are also made.

Authorized tho President to present "a suitablo Medal of Honor to
bo awarded to any officer of tho Navy, Marino Corps, or Coast
Guard who shall have distinguished himself in battle or displayed
extraordinary heroism in the line of his profession." Previously the
award was reserved for enlisted personnel ONLY, but this act mado
it available to officers as well. (38 Stat. 928, 931)

I'hreo Marines earn Medals of Honor in Haiti, On tho 17th of tho
following month three moro Marines earn Modals of Honor in Haiti.

Congross passes .ogislation to establish "The Army and Navy
Medal of Honor Roll" and authorizes a S10 monthly pension for
Modal recipients over ago 65.

"A board to consist of fivo general officers on tho retired list of the
Army shall bo convened...for tho purpose of investigating and
reporting upon past awards or issuo of tho so-called congressional
modal of honor."

The BOARD OF GENERALS authorized in tho previous legislation
convened under Lt.Gonoral N >lson Miles, a Modal rocipient from
ho Civil War. General Milos had taken an active tolo in promoting
ogislation to protect tho Modal as commander of tho Medal of
lonor Legion and approached tho work of his committeo with
Jotormination and dedication. Evory award of tho Anny Modal of
fonor sinco tho Civil War was reviewed. Tho recipients wore
inonymous to tho board, represented only by a number.

Hie Modal of Honor roviow board rolonsed Its findings, striking tho
lames of 011 modal recipients from tho honor roll. Tho strickon |

3/15/2007
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names included all the medals awarded to tho 27th Maine, 29
members of President Lincoln's funeral guard, and six civilians
(whose courage tho board did not deny, but who wore ruled
ineligible for tho Medal duo their civilian status). Five of tho

5 FEB 1917 ciyilians were scquts from t_hq Indian Cf_impaigns including Buffalo
Bill Cody. Tho sixth was Civil War Assistant Surgeon Mary
Walker. Though she had participated in major campaigns from Bull
Run to Chickamauga, even endured throe months as a Confederate
prisoner of war, her civilian status denied her continued
recognition as a Medal of Honor recipient.

The last Modals of Honor awarded for Civil War action are
presented to Henry Lewis and Henry Peters, bringing to a close the
17 APR . L .
controversial and divisive scramble of Civil War vets for the
1917 . . .
coveted award, and opening the way for new legislative
protections.

Commander Willis Winter Bradley, Jr. aboard tho U.S.S. Pittsburgh
becomes the first Medal of Honor recipient of World War 1 In all
119 soldiers, sailors, marines, and for die first time AIRMEN :
performed heroism meriting their Nation's highest award over tho
23 JUN following two years. Only 4 such awards were actually presented
% 1917 during the period of tho war, the remainder came as a result of a
review of World War 1 awards of tho Distinguished Service Cross
at tho request of General John J. Pershing. Tho last presentation i
of a World War 1Modal of Honor would not occur until tho closing

decade of tho century.

Tho Modal of Honor was born in 1862, but it was tho act of 9 July 1
1918 that defined the future of tho award, while further eliminated
the Certificate of Merit while establishing the now "Pyramid of
Honor" providing for lessor awards (The Distinguished Service
Cross, The Distinguished Service Medal, and tho Silver Star). A
koy difference between tho levels of awards was spelled out, "That
the President is authorized to present, in tho name of tho
Congress, a medal of honor only to each person who, while an
officer or enlisted man of tho Army, shall hereafter, in action -
involving actual conflict with an enemy, distinguish himself
conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at tho risk of his lifo
above and beyond tho call of duty." Tho lesser awards were
authorized for presentation by tho President, "BUT NOT IN THE

NAME OF CONGRESS."

[EY

9 JUL 1918

The act of July 9th further established time limits to avoid
problems like those encountered with Civil War votcums seeking
tho award. Recommendations for Medals of Honor had to be mado
within 2 years of tho act of heroism for which it was to bo awarded,
and tho Modal was to bo presented within 3 years.

Tho act of July 9th was further clarified In Soptcmbecr, thon again in
robruary 1919, to stipulate ttiat no person could receive more than

' ONE Modal of Honor. Ptoviously 'hero find been 19 DOUBLE
AWARDS of tho Medal, but hcroaftor, whilo thoro woro provisions
or second and consocutivo awards of lessor modals to bo mado
ind noted with appropriate ribbon devices, no moro than ONE
Vlodnl of Honor could bo awarded.

5ix months after the end of World War | tho Modal of Honor is

3 MAY 1919 Jirosontcd In Franco to Sorgonnt Alvin C, York. It was a historic
ivont for tho Modal not so much at tho time but for tho legendary

jitatus its recipients would receive in tho years to follow.

T ]
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Five minutes before Japanese aircraft foil upon Pearl Harbor, the
air field at Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii was attacked. There Navy

7 DEC 1941 Lieutenant John Finn earned tho first Medal of Honor of World War
Il. Fourteen more sailors earned Modals of Honor that day at Pearl

Harbor, ten of them posthumously. n

The TIFFANY CROSS established for non-combat naval heroism in 1
1942 had proven unpopular, perhaps because it so closely
7 Aug 1942 resembled tho German Iron Cross. Itwas also poorly regu.lated
and documented. The Act of August 7th restored the earlier
provisions oftho Navy Medal of Honor for non-combat heroism and
jeliminated tho Tiffany Cross and the two-modal system.

27 SEP At Guadalcanal Canadian Born Douglas Munro becomes the first,
1942 and ONLY, member of the U.S. Coast Guard to receive the Medal of
Honor. Munro was killed in action during his moment of valor. ;

In the frozen Aleutian Islands of Alaska, Colorado's Private Joseph 1
P. Martinez becomes the first Hispanic-American to receive tho

23 fviay 1943 Medal of Honor during World War ll. His posthumous award was 1
the first act for combat heroism on American soil (other than tho 15
at Pearl Harbor) since the Indian Campaigns.

In Italy for Arkansas football star and Detroit Lion Pro Captain |
10 NOV Maurice "Footsie" Britt earns the Mgdgl of Hgnor.. Haying _qlready
earned tho DSC and tho Silver Star, it is the first time in military
1943 history that a soldier earned all of the military's top awards in a
single war.

In Franco a small, fair featured boy from Texas becomes the most

26 JAN dccoratc-d soldier of World War Il. Audi.; Leon Murphy came to
1945 epitomize tho heroism of America’s finest and wont on to achieve
unprecedented celebrity status. |

Japaneso-American boys had struggled long to prove their loyalty |
to the United States despite paranoia and prejudice at homo. Tho
442d Infantry Regiment built an impressive record of valor. On this
5 APR 1945 day PFC Sndao S. Munemorl became the only Japanosc-Amcrican
of tho war to oarn his Nation's highest honor. His Medal of Honor,

presented posthumously to his mother, is on display at tho
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.

In tho Philippine Island’s Army Corporal Melvin Mayfield earns tho |
last Medal of Honor of World War Il.

1946 Tho CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY is formod.

| General William F. Doan and George Dalton Libby earn tho first
20 JUL 1950 Medals of Honor of tho Korean War. Libby was killed in action and
General Doan was taken as a Prisoner of War.

29 JUL 1945

The United States Air Force was born on July 26, 1947 when
President Truman signed tho National Security Act of 1947. On this
date In 1950 Louis Sobillc became tho first flier of tho now separate

5 AUG 1950 AIR FORCE t.o earn tho Medal of Honor. !n aI!, FOUR Air Force
officers received Modals of Honor for action in Korea...all of them
posthumous awards. (Thoso four men, as had members of tho
earlier Air Sorvico and Army Air Corps, wore awarded Army Medals
af Honor.

An broslo Guillon bocomos tho last of 131 Amorlcans to receive tho
25 JUL 1953 Vlodal of Honor in Kotca. Guillen's posthumous award was one of
34 awarded to horoes killed during their moment of valor in Korea.

.ogislation Is authorized providing mombors of tho United Statos
10 AUG . . - . . .
1956 Mr Forco with their own, distinctive design for an Air Forco Modal
ij Honor separate from that of tho Navy and Army.
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The Medal of Honor Society Is absorbed Into the Congressionally
5 AUG 1958 Chartered CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA under Title 38, USC.

Congross amended Titles 10 and 14 of tho US Code establishing
criteria and guidelines for award of the Medal of Honor:
...Itwould be awarded for action against an enemy of tho United

States,
25 JUL 1963 ...while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an

opposing foreign force, or
...while serving with friendly forces (such as was the case with tho

UN forces in Korea) in an armed conflict against an opposing
armed force in which tho United States is not a belligerent party.

13 OCT Changes in Medal of Honor legislation provided for a $100 per

| 1964 month pension for Medal of Honor recipients over tho age of 50.
[ 17 DEC Army Special Forces Captain Roger Donlon becomes tho first j
1964 Medal of Honor hero of tho Vietnam war.

The AIR FORCE introduces the design for their distinctive Air
Force Medal of Honor, similar in design to that of tho Army Medal
of Honor only larger and displaying the head of the Statue of

1965 Liberty and other design changes. Each branch of service, Army,
Navy/Marines/Coast Guard, and Air Force now has its own medal 1
design. All throe branches display the Medal suspended below a
neck ribbon.

In Vietnam, Bernard Francis Fisher becomes tho first airman to
23 JAN oarn tho Air Force's newly designed Medal of Honor. In all, 12
1967 USAF servicemen received Medals of Honor including John
Levilow, tho first enlisted man to receive tho award.

j

Navy SEAL Michael Thornton performs the last Medal of Honor
action of the Vietnam war, saving the life of his SEAL Team Loader
Lt. Tommy Norris. Six months earlier Norris had been submitted
31 OCT for the Medal of Honor for heroic actions to rescue downed pilots.
1972 It was tho first time since the battle at tho Citadel in Korea in 1871
that a Medal of Honor was awarded for saving the life of a Medal of
Honor recipient. (This, though Norris did not receive his award

until 1976.)

Army Secretary Clifford Alexander, Jr. orders tho restoration of tho
' 10 JUN Civil War award of tho Medal of Honor to Dr. Marv E. Walker. She
1977 is tho only woman ever awarded the Medal of Honor...but not tho
only woman whose namo appears on tho official Honor Roll.

Tho United States Army restores the Modals of Honor to 5 civilian
I 12 JUN scouts from the Indian Campaigns, including the award to William
1989 "Buffalo Bill" Cody. All 5 awards had been included In tho purge of
1917.

World War 1had yielded no Black Modal of Honot recipients, not
duo to any lack of courage by America’s "soldiers of color” but
24 APR nstcad to the unjust prejudices of tho time. On this date President
1991 George Bush corrected this sad part of Modal of Honor history
' when lie presented tho Medal of Honor to tho family of Corporal
Troddio Stowers, who died In his moment of valor.

Fwo Special Forces Operational Detachment Delta members, Gary
it Gordon and Randall Shughart aro killod In action during a rcscuo
3 OCT 1993 nission in Somalia. When President Clinton prosontod Medals of
llonor to thoir widows on 23 May 1993 their horoism was rocordod
is tho only Modal of Honor actions to occur in tho 1990s.

A\s had boon tho caso for Black Amorlcan soldiers during World
\War |, racial projudico had provontod tho award of tho Modal of
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Honor to any Black soldiers during World War Il. After a
comprehensive review of military awards to that war's Black

heroes, President Clinton presented Medals of Honor to the

families of 6 deceased Black World War Il heroes and one living
hero, Vernon Baker. ,
President Clinton presented a long over-looked and over-due h
Medal of Honor to World War Il hero James Day. Sadly, Mr. Day
survived to wear his Medal of Honor for only six months before |
passing away.

In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the
Medal of Honor to Vietnam War Navy Corpsman Robert Ingram.

In ceremonies atthe White House, President Clinton presents the ,
Medal of Honor to Vietnam War Medic Alfred Rascon.

In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the
Medal of Honor to 22 World War Il Veterans. Many are presented
posthumously. All the medals went to Asian-Americans who were

denied earlier recognition duo to racism. |

In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton presents the
Medal of Honor to William H. Pistcnbarger. j
In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton posthumously Il
presents tho Medal of Honor to Theodore Roosevelt. The former
president’s great-grandson Tweed Roosevelt accepted tho award

on his behalf.

In ceremonies at the White House, President Clinton posthumously |
presents the Medal of Honor to Andrew Jackson Smith.

In ceremonies at the White Houso, President Bush presents tho
Medal of Honor to Ed W. Freeman.

In ceremonies at tho White House, President Bush presents the
Medal of Honor to posthumously Jon E. Swanson.

In ceremonies at the White House, President Bush presents tho
Medal of Honor to posthumously Bon L. Salomon.

In ceremonies at the White House, President Bush posthumously
presents the Medal of Honor to Humbert R. Versace.

Sgt. 1st Class Paul R. Smith distinguished himself near Baghdad
International Airport. With disregard for his own safety, Sgt. Smith |
manned an exposed mounted machine gun allowing for tho safe
withdrawal of numerous wounded soldiers and tho death of as

many 50 enemy soldiers. Sgt. Smith was mortally wounded at this
time.

n ceremonies at tho While Houso, President Bush posthumously
presents tho Medal of Honor to Paul R. Smith. This was

n ceremonies at tho White Houso, Prosidont Bush proscnts Tibor
Tod" Rubin tho Medal of Honor for actions In Korea during 1950-

1953.
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