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Alaska State Legislature

P l e a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  o n

S B 2 3 1 ____ .

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .

Dear CO-Chairman Chenault and Committee Members:

In these final hours of session of the 25m Legislature, we wish to thank you for your good efforts on 
behalf o< the Kenai Peninsula and the State of Alaska.

We were very heartened to witness the passage of S.B. 231, yesterday, The Housing Trust, 13-0. This 
measure, now referred to the House Finance Committee, not only reflects collaboration on a state level -  
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority and Alaska Housing Finance Authority but will assist Peninsula 
agencies’ collaboration. Through our two-yoar hearing process before dozens of local public and private 
agencies addressing at risk or homeless residents, the answer was unanimous -  we are In dire need of 
low-incomo housing on the Peninsula. The Alaska Mental Health Authority haG been a consistent mentor 
and provided financial, technical and moral support for Love INC'S mission of transitional housing. Your 
vote for passage will serve those without voices -  the ’at risk' poor and the homeless - and give them 
opportunity to return to productive citizenship starting with a roof over their heads. Thank you.

I ove INC of the Kenai Peninsula 
Ingrid Hdgerly, Fxecutive Director 
Catherine Y. Del aceo. Project Mgr 
Dan Van Project Mgr
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IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y - F I F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered: 2/27/08 
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENA FOR DAVIS

C'S F O R  S E N A  T E  B I L L  N O .  2 4 3 ( H E S )

A  B I L L  

F O R  A N  A C T  E N T I T L E D  

" A n  A c t  relating* (o t h e  d u t i e s  a n d  p o w e r s  o f  th e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  on  A g in g  a n d  th e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s . "

B E  I T  E N A C  T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t io n  1. A S  4 7 .0 5 .0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to  read :

S ec .  4 7 .0 5 .0 1 0 .  D u t ie s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t .  The D e p a i tm e n i  o f  H ealth  and  Social 

S e rv ic e s  shall

(1 )  a d m in is te r  ad u lt  p ub lic  a s s is tan ce ,  the  A la sk a  te m p o ra ry  ass is tance  

p ro g ra m ,  a n d  all o th e r  a s s is tan ce  p ro g ra m s ,  a n d  re c e iv e  an d  sp en d  m o n e y  m a d e  

a v a i la b le  to  it;

(2 )  ad o p t  re g u la t io n s  n e c e s sa ry  for  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  its b u s in ess  and for 

c a r ry in g  o u t  federa l  a n d  s ta te  law s g ra n t in g  adu lt  p u b l ic  a s s is tan ce ,  te m p o ra ry  cash  

a s s i s ta n c e ,  d iv e rs io n  p a y m e n ts ,  o r  s e l f - su f f ic ie n cy  s e rv ic e s  for  n e e d y  fam ilies  u n d e r  

th e  A la s k a  t e m p o ra ry  a s s is ta n c e  p ro g ra m , a n d  o th e r  a s s is ta n c e ;

(3 )  e s ta b l ish  m in im u m  s ta n d a rd s  I'm p e rso n n e l  e m p lo y e d  by the

SH0243H - I -  CSS II 24.3(1 IKS)
How  Text V n d e t l i n e d  IPFt.ETHU Tk'XT OHAC'HKTBD)



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

X

y

10

11

12

13

14

\ e

l(>

17

IS

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

2S

29

30

31

2 5 -LS 1351\E

d e p a r tm e n t  and  ad o p t  n e c e ssa ry  re g u la t io n s  to  m a in ta in  th o se  s tan d ard s ;

(4) re q u ire  those  b o n d s  an d  u n d e r ta k in g s  from  p e rso n s  e m p lo y e d  by  it 

t h a t .  [W H IC H ]  in its  j u d g m e n t  a r c  n e c e ssa ry ,  an d  p a y  the p re m iu m s  on  them ;

(5) co o p e ra te  w ith  the  federa l g o v e rn m e n t  in m a t te r s  o f  m u tua l  

c o n c e rn  p e r ta in in g  to adu lt  p u b l ic  a s s is ta n c e ,  the  A la s k a  te m p o ra ry  a ss is tance  

p ro g ra m , an d  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  p u b l ic  a s s is tance ;

(6) m a k e  the  reports ,  in the fo rm  and  c o n ta in in g  the  in fo rm a tio n ,  tha t 

the  federa l g o v e rn m e n t  f ro m  t im e  to  t im e  req u ires ;

(7) c o o p e ra te  w ith  the federa l g o v e rn m e n t ,  its a g e n c ie s ,  or 

in s tru m en ta l i t ie s  in es tab l ish in g ,  ex te n d in g ,  and  s t re n g th e n in g  se rv ic e s  for the 

p ro tec t io n  a n d  ca re  o f  h o m e le ss ,  d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  n e g le c te d  c h i ld ren  in d a n g e r  o f  

b e c o m in g  d e l in q u e n t ,  a n d  rece iv e  and  e x p e n d  funds  av a i la b le  to  the d e p a r tm e n t  b y  the 

federa l g o v e rn m e n t ,  the stutCjOr its p o li t ica l  s u b d iv is io n s  for  tha t p u rp o se ;

(8)  c o o p e ra te  w i th  the  federa l  g o v e rn m e n t  in a d o p t in g  s ta le  p lan s  to 

m ak e  the  s ta te  e l ig ib le  for federa l m a tc h in g  in ap p ro p r ia te  c a te g o r ie s  o f  a ss is tan ce ,  and 

in all m a t te rs  o f  m utua l  co n c e rn ,  in c lu d in g  a d o p t io n  o f  the  m e th o d s  o f  ad m in is t ra t io n  

that a rc  found  by the federal g o v e rn m e n t  to be n e c e s sa ry  for the e f f ic ien t  o p e ra t io n  o f  

w e lfa re  p ro g ram s ;

(9) adop t reg u la t ions ,  no t inco n s is ten t  w ith  law , d e f in in g  need , 

p re sc r ib in g  the c o n d i t io n s  o f  e l ig ib il i ty  for a ss is tan ce ,  an d  e s ta b l ish in g  s ta n d a rd s  for 

d e te rm in in g  the  am o u n t  o f  a s s is tan ce  that an e l ig ib le  p e rso n  is en t i t led  to rece ive ;  the  

a m o u n t  o f  the a ss is tan ce  is su ff ic ien t  w h e n ,  a d d e d  to all o th e r  in c o m e  a n d  resou rces  

a v a i la b le  to  an  ind iv idua l ,  it p ro v id e s  the in d iv idua l  w ith  a  re a so n a b le  su b s is ten ce  

c o m p a t ib le  w ith  hea lth  a n d  w e l l-b e in g ;  an  in d iv idua l  w h o  m e e ts  the  r e q u ire m e n ts  for 

e l ig ib i l i ty  for a s s is tan ce  shall be  _ titled the  a ss is ta n c e  p ro m p t ly  u p o n  a p p l ica t io n  for 

it;

(10) gran t to a p e rso n  c la im in g  or  rece iv in g  a s s is ta n c e  a n d  w h o  is 

a g g r ie v e d  b e c a u se  ol the d e p a r tm e n t 's  a c t io n  o r  fa ilure  to act, r e a s o n a b le  n o t ice  and  an 

o p p o r tu n i ty  for a fair h ea r in g  by  the d e p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  the d e p a r tm e n t  shall adopt 

re g u la t io n s  re la t ive  to  this;

(11)  cntei in to  rec ip ro ca l  a g re e m e n ts  w ith  o th e r  s ta le s  re la t ive  to

CSSIt 243(1 It 'S) -2- S 110243If
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p u b l ic  a s s is tan ce ,  w e lfa re  serv ices ,  a n d  insti tu tional ca re  tha t  a rc  c o n s id e re d  adv isab le ;

(1 2 )  es tab l ish  the req u irem en ts  o f  r e s id e n c e  for  p u b l ic  a ss is tance , 

w e lfa re  s e rv ice s ,  a n d  insti tu tional ca re  that are  c o n s id e re d  a d v is a b le ,  su b jec t  to the  

l im ita t io n s  o f  o th e r  law s o f  the  slate, o r  law  or re g u la t io n  im p o se d  as co n d it ions  for 

federa l  f inanc ia l  par t ic ipa tion ;

(1 3 )  es tab lish  the d iv is ions  and  local o f f ice s  tha t a re  co ns ide red  

n e c e s sa ry  o r  ex p e d ie n t  to  ca rry  out a d u ty  o r  au th o r i ty  a s s ig n e d  to it and  a p p o in t  and 

e m p lo y  the  ass is tan ts  a n d  p e rso n n e l  that are  n e c e ssa ry  to  c a r ry  o n  the  w o rk  o f  the 

d iv is io n s  a n d  o ff ices ,  a n d  fix the c o m p e n sa t io n  o f  the  a ss is ta n ts  o r  em ployees^  excep t  

tha t a p e r s o n  e n g a g e d  in bu s in ess  as a retail v e n d o r  o f  g e n e ra l  m e rc h a n d ise ,  o r  a 

m e m b e r  o f  the im m e d ia te  fam ily  o f  a pe rson  w h o  is so  e n g a g e d ,  m a y  no t  se rve  as an 

ac t in g ,  t e m p o ra ry 3 o r  p e rm anen t local ag en t  o f  the d e p a r tm e n t ,  un less  the  

c o m m is s io n e r  o f  health  and  social se rv ices  ce r t if ies  in w r i t in g  to th e  g o v e rn o r ,  w ith  

re la t io n  to  a p a r t icu la r  co m m u n ity ,  that no  o th e r  q u a l i f ie d  p e r s o n  is av a i lab le  in the 

c o m m u n i ty  to se rv e  as  local w elfa re  agen t;  for th e  p u rp o se s  o f  th is  pa rag rap h ,  a 

" m e m b e r  o f  the  im m e d ia te  fam ily"  inc ludes  a sp o u se ,  ch ild ,  p a re n t ,  b ro ther ,  sister, 

p a rc n t-m - la w ,  b ro th e r- in - law . o r  s is ter- in -law ;

(1 4 )  p ro v id e  ed u ca t io n  a n d  h e a l th - re la te d  s e rv ic e s  a n d  re fe rra ls  

d e s ig n e d  to red u ce  the n u m b e r  o f  o u t-o f -w ed lo ck  p re g n a n c ie s  a n d  the n u m b e r  o f  

in d u ced  p r e g n a n c y  te rm in a t io n s  in the  state;

(1 5 )  inves tiga te  reports  o f  abuse , n eg lec t ,  o r  m isa p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  

p ro p e r ty  b y  ce r t if ied  nu rse  a id e s  in facilities l icensed  by  the  d e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  

A S  4 7 .3 2 :

(16)  e s ta b l i s h  s ta te  po l icy  r e l a t i n g  to  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r  fe d e ra l  

n r o u r a i n s  s u b j e c t  lo s t a t e  c o n t r o l  as  p r o v id e d  u n d e r  4 2  I ' . S .C .  301)1 - 305,See 

( O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  A ct ol 1965), as a m e n d e d ,  a n d  r e l a t e d  f e d e r a l  r e u n l a t i o n s :

(17 )  a d m i n i s t e r  Ihe o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  s e r v ic e  g r a n t s  u n d e r  

A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 47.65.11511 a n d  th e  n d u l l  d n v  c a r e  a n d  f a m i ly  r e s p i t e  c a r e  " r a n t s  

u n d e r  A S 47.65.10(1

A S ec .  2. A S  4 7 .3 0 .0 3 6  is a m e n d e d  to read

Sec. 47.311.036. D u tie s  o f  th e  b o a r d .  I he  b o a rd  shall

SH0243U -3- CSSIt 243(1 IKS)
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(1 )  p re se rv e  a n d  p ro tec t  the trust co rp u s  u n d e r  A S  3 7 .1 4 .0 0 9 ;

(2)  c o o rd in a te  w i th  o th e r  s ta te  a g e n c ie s  in v o lv ed  w ith  p ro g ra m s  

a f fe c t in g  p e rso n s  in n eed  o f  m en ta l  h ea lth  se rv ices ;

(3)  rev iew  and  c o n s id e r  the  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  su b m it te d  u n d e r  

A S  4 4 .2 9 .1 4 0 (2 ) ,  A S 4 7 .3 0 .6 6 6 (6 ) ,  A S  47.45.240(a)(8) [A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 4 0 (a ) (  10)], a n d  

A S  4 7 .8 0 .0 9 0 (1 3 ) ;

(4)  adop t b y la w s  g o v e rn in g  its m ee t in g s ,  s e lec t io n  o f  off icers ,  

p ro c e e d in g s ,  and  o the r  a spec ts  o f  bo a rd  p ro c e d u re ;

(5)  m ak e  an  a n n u a l  w r i t ten  repo rt  o f  its ac t iv i t ie s  to  th e  g o v e rn o r  and  

the p u b l ic  a n d  no tify  the leg is la tu re  tha t the  report  is a v a i lab le ;  an d

(6 )  fulfill its o b l ig a t io n s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .3 0 .0 4 6 .

* S e c .  3 . A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read :

S ec .  47.45.230. E x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r .  T h e  e x e c u t iv e  d i re c to r  o f  th e  c o m m iss io n

sha ll

[ ( I ) ]  fo rm u la te  a nd  s u b m i t  to th e d e p a r tm e n t  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  

s ta te w id e  p lan  that iden tit ies  the  c o n c e rn s  a n d  n eed s  o f  o ld e r  A la s k a n s  a n d  p resen t 

that p la n  to  the  c o m m iss io n  [;

(2 )  A D M I N I S T E R ,  Wi l l I T H E  A P P R O V A L  O h  T H E

C O M M I S S I O N E R  O I; H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S ,  F E D E R A L  

P R O G R A M S  S U B J E C T  T O  S T A T E  C O N  T R O L  A S  P R O V I D E D  U N D E R  42  U .S .C . 

; .001 - 3 0 5 8 e e  (O L D E R  A M E R I C A N S  A C T ) .  A S  A M E N D E D ;  A N D

(3) A D M IN IS T E R ,  W IT H  T H E  A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E

C O M M I S S I O N E R  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L  S E R V I C E S .  S T A T E  P R O G R A M S  

A S  P R O V I D l iD  U N D E R  A S  47 .6 5 ) .

* S ec .  4 . A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 4 0 (a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a )  The c o m m iss io n  shall

( I ) s ub j e c t  to r e v i e w  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a p p ro v e  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  

s ta te w id e  p lan  that iden tit ies  a n d  add re sses  the c o n c e rn s  and  n e e d s  o f  o ld e r  A la sk an s  

a n d .  w ith  re fe re n ce  to the a p p ro v e d  p lan ,  p re p a re  a n d  s u b m i t  to the  g o v e rn o r  an d  

leg is la tu re  an  annua l  ana lys is  a n d  e v a lu a t io n  o f  the s e n d e e s  tha t a re  p ro v id e d  to o ld e r  

A la sk a n s :
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(2) m a k e  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  d irec tly  to  the g o v e rn o r  a n d  the leg is la tu re  

w ith  re sp e c t  to leg is la t ion , regu la t ions ,  and  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  for p ro g ra m s  o r  se rv ices  

that benefit  o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;

(3)  e n c o u ra g e  the d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m u n ic ip a l  c o m m is s io n s  se rv ing  

o ld e r  A la s k a n s  a n d  c o m m u n i ty -o r ie n te d  p ro g ram s  a n d  s e rv ic e s  for Ihe b en e f i t  o f  o lde r  

A la sk an s ;

(4)  e m p lo y  an  e x e c u t iv e  d ire c to r  w h o  se rv e s  a t the  p lea su re  o f  the

co m m iss io n ;

(5)  h e lp  o ld e r  A la sk a n s  lead d ign if ied ,  in d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  usefu l lives;

(6) re q u e s t  a n d  rece ive  repo rts  a n d  au d i ts  f rom  s ta te  a g en c ie s  and  local 

in s t i tu t ions  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  the c o n d i t io n s  and  n eed s  o f  o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;

(7) [W IT H  T H E  A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  O F  

H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S ,  S E T  P O L IC Y  F O R  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

O F  F E D E R A L  P R O G R A M S  S U B J E C T  T O  S T A T E  C O N T R O L  A S P R O V ID E D  

U N D E R  42  U .S .C . 3001 - 3 0 5 8 c c  (O L D E R  A M E R I C A N S  A C T ) ,  A S  A M E N D E D ;

(8) W IT H  T H E  A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R  OF’ 

H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S ,  S E T  P O L IC Y  F O R  T H E  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

O F  S T A T E  P R O G R A M S  A S  P R O V I D E D  U N D E R  A S  4 7 .6 5 ;

(9)J g iv e  a ss is tan ce ,  o n  reques t ,  to  the  s e n io r  h o u s in g  o ff ice  in the 

A la sk a  H o u s in g  F in an ce  C o rp o ra t io n  in a d m in is t ra t io n  o f  the  s e n io r  h o u s in g  loan 

p ro g ra m  u n d e r  A S  18 .5 6 .7 1 0  - 18 .56 .799  a n d  in the p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  the  off ice 's  o th e r  

d u t ie s  u n d e r  A S  18.56.700; and

(S') [ ( 10)J p ro v id e  to the  A la sk a  M en ta l  H ea lth  T ru s t  A u th o r i ty ,  for its 

r e v ie w  and  co n s id e ra t io n ,  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  co n c e rn in g  the in teg ra ted  c o m p re h e n s iv e  

m en ta l  health  p ro g ra m  for  p e r so n s  w h o  a re  desc r ibed  in (d) o f  this sec t ion  an d  the  u se  

o f  the m o n e y  in the  m en ta l  h ea lth  trust se t t lem en t  in c o m e  a c c o u n t  in a m a n n e r  

c o n s is te n t  w ith  re g u la t io n s  a d o p te d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .3 0 .0 3 1.

* S ec .  5. A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 4 0 (b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(h) T o  a c c o m p lish  its du ties ,  the c o m m iss io n  m ay

( I )  rev iew , e v a lu a te ,  and  c o m m e n t  u p o n  s ta te  p ro g ra m s  co n cern ed  

w ith  the  p ro b le m s  a n d  the n e e d s  o f  o ld e r  A laskans;
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(2)  co llec t facts  a n d  s ta tis tics ,  a n d  m a k e  s tu d ie s  o f  c o n d i t io n s  and  

p r o b le m s  p e r ta in in g  to the  e m p lo y m e n t ,  hea lth ,  hous in g ,  f inancia l  secu r i ty ,  social 

w e lfa re ,  and  o th e r  c o n c e rn s  tha t hea r  upon  the  w e l l -b e in g  o f  o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;

(3)  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  ab o u t  p ub lic  p ro g ra m s  tha t  w o u ld  be o f  

in te re s t  o r  b en e f i t  to o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;

(4)  a p p o in t  spec ia l  co m m it te e s ,  w h ich  m a y  inc lude  p e rso n s  w ho  are  

n o t  m e m b e r s  o f  the co m m iss io n ,  to c o m p le te  n e c e ssa ry  s tud ies ;

(5)  p ro m o te  c o m m u n i ty  e d u c a t io n  e ffo r ts  re g a rd in g  the p ro b le m s  an d  

c o n c e r n s  o f  o ld e r  A la sk an s ;

(6)  c o n tra c t  for  n e c e s s a ry  se rv ices ;

(7)  co n su l t  an d  c o o p e ra te  w ith  p e rso n s ,  o rg an iza t io n s ,  and  g ro u p s  

in te re s te d  in oi c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p ro g ra m s  o f  a s s is ta n c e  to  o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;

(8)  a d v o c a te  im p ro v e d  p ro g ra m s  o f  ben e f i t  to o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;  a n d

(9 )  r e c o m m e n d  [S E T ]  s ta n d a rd s  for leve ls  o f  se rv ic e s  for  o ide r  

A la s k a n s  fo r  p ro g ra m s  a d m in is te re d  by  the d e p a r t m e n t  [C O M M IS S IO N ;  A N D

(1 0 )  A D O P T  R E G U L A T I O N S  N E C E S S A R Y  F O R  T H E  

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 0 0  - 4 7 .4 5 .2 9 0  A N D  T O  C O M P L Y  W IT H  

F E D E R A L  L A W ].

* Sec . 6 . A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 9 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a n e w  p a ra g ra p h  to  read:

(3 )  "d e p a r tm e n t"  m e a n s  the D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H ealth  a n d  S oc ia l  Serv ices .

* S ec .  7. A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

S e c .  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0 .  O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  s e rv ic e  p r o g r a m s .  A n a m o u n t  to  ca rry  ou t 

th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0  m ay  b e  ap p ro p r ia te d  a n n u a l ly  b y  the 

leg is la tu re .  T h e  am o u n t  ap p ro p r ia te d  shall be  fu lly  d is t r ib u ted  by  the d e p a r t m e n t  

[ A L A S K A  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  A G IN G ]  to  sp o n so rs  o l ' i Ider A la sk a n s  serv ice  

p ro g ra m s  in a c c o rd a n ce  w ith  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0 .

* Sec . 8 . A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 2 0  is a m e n d e d  lo  read:

S e c .  4 7 .6 5 .0 2 0 .  G r a n t s  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  s e rv ic e  p r o g r a m s .  N ot less than 60 

p e rc e n t  o f  the a m o u n t  ap p ro p r ia te d  b y  the leg is la tu re  for o ld e r  A la sk a n s  service 

p ro g ra m s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0  shall  be  a l lo ca ted  a n n u a l ly  by the 

d e p a r t m e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]  as  c o m m u n i ty  p ro g ia m  g ran ts  to s p o n so rs  o f  o lde r

CSSIt 243(1 IMS) •(>• SU024.1H
H ew  T e x t  Un I t l n w  I (L'EU'TFD T EXT  BRACKETED]



25-LS13 5 1\I2

1 A la s k a n s  se rv ic e  p ro g ra m s .  P a y m e n ts  shall  be  m a d e  on  the  bas is  o f  a p p l ica t io n s

2 s u b m i t te d  to  the d e p a r t m e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]  by  sp o n s o rs  o f  c o m m u n i ty  p ro g ra m s .

3 * S ec .  9 . A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

4  S ec .  4 7 .6 5 .0 3 0 .  P i lo t  p r o j e c t  g r a n t s ,  (a) T h e  b a la n c e  o f  the  am o u n t

5 a p p ro p r ia te d  for o ld e r  A la sx a n s  se rv ice  p ro g ra m s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0  not

6 a l lo c a te d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 2 0  shall  b e  a l lo ca ted  a n n u a l ly  by  the d e p a r t m e n t

7 [ C O M M I S S I O N ]  a s  g ran ts  to sup p o r t  p i lo t  p ro jec ts  fo r  the  b en e f i t  o f  o ld e r  A la sk a n s

S u n d e r  th is  sec t ion .

9  (b)  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]  shall  a d o p t  s ta n d a rd s  for p i lo t  p ro jec t

10 g ra n ts  a n d ,  a f te r  ad o p t io n  o f  the s ta n d a rd s  a s  r eg u la t io n s ,  in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  A S  4 4 .6 2

11 (A d m in is t r a t iv e  P ro c e d u re  Act), shall a p p ly  the  s ta n d a rd s  to  d e te rm in e  e l ig ib i l i ty  o f

12 a p p l ic a n ts  for  p i lo t  p ro jec t  gran ts . In a w a rd in g  pilo t p ro je c t  g ran ts ,  the d e p a r t m e n t

13 [ C O M M I S S I O N ]  sha ll

14 (1) e n te r  in to  a g re e m e n ts  w ith  th e  p ro je c t  sp o n s o r  to  o p e ra te  o n e  or

15 m o re  o f  th e  s e lec ted  p ilot p ro jec ts  co n s is ten t  w ith  the s ta n d a rd s  ad o p te d ;

16 (2)  m o n i to r  and  eva lua te ,  in a w r i t te n  rcoo rt ,  each  p i lo t  p ro jec t;  the

17 rep o r t  m u s t  inc lu d e

18 (A ) a d e sc r ip tion  o f  th e  p ro je c t  a n d  o f  the  p e r so n s  se rv e d  by  it;

19 (13) the p ro b le m s  p re se n te d  b y  th e  p e r s o n s  s e rv e d  by  the

2 0  p ro je c t ;

21 (C )  a desc r ip t io n  o f  the p ro b le m s  m o s t  e f fe c t iv e ly  h a n d le d  by

22 the  p ro jec t ;  and

23 (D )  an  es t im a te  o f  p ro je c te d  co s t  o f  o p e ra t io n  o f  the  pro jec t  for

24 the n ex t  th ree  su c c e e d in g  years .

25 * See . 10. A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 4 0 (a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

26  (a) l ixccp i  as  p ro v id e d  in (!) o f  th is  sec tion , a s p o n s o r  r e c e iv in g  a g ran t  u n d e r

27  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0  sha ll  c o n tr ib u te  to  the total co s t  ol" the p ro g ra m  o r  project.

2X I lie co n tr ib u t io n  m ay  be  in ca sh  o r  in -k ind  se rv ices .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  the sponso r 's

2 9  re q u ire d  co n tr ib u t io n  is d e te rm in e d  b y  the a p p l ic a t io n  o f  the  fo l lo w in g  fo rm ula :

30 a v e ra g e  p e r  c a p i ta  full a n d  true  va lue  o f  all p ro p e r ty  in th e  m u n ic ip a l i ty  o r  c o m m u n i ty

31 in w h ic h  th e  p ro jec t  o r  p ro g ra m  takes  p la c e  d iv id ed  by  the a v e ra g e  p e r  c ap i ta  lull am i
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true  v a lu e  o f  all p ro p e r ty  in the s ta te ,  an d  then m u lt ip l ied  by  the co n tr ibu tion  

p e rc e n ta g e  to the  e s t im a ted  to tal p ro g ra m  o r  p ro jec t  cost as d e te rm in e d  by  the 

d e p a r t m e n t  [C O M M IS S IO N ]  a t  the  t im e  o f  a p p ro v a l  o f  a g ra n t  app lica tion . H o w ev e r ,  

the a m o u n t  o f  the sp o n so r 's  co n tr ib u t io n  m a y  n o t  a m o u n t  to m o m  than  10 p e rc e n t  o f  

the to ta l p ro g ra m  o r  p ro jec t  cost.

* S ec .  11. A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 4 0 (c )  is a m e n d e d  to read :

(c) I f  an  app l ica t io n  is s u b m it te d  fo r  a  p ro g ra m  o r  p ro jec t  in a  m u n ic ip a l i ty  or  

c o m m u n i ty  fo r  w h ic h  no  a v e ra g e  p e r  cap i ta  full and  tru e  p ro p e r ly  v a lue  d e te rm in a t io n  

has  b e e n  m ade ,

(1 )  i f  the  p o p u la t io n  o f  the m u n ic ip a l i ty  o r  c o m m u n i ty  is 750  o r  m ore , 

the d e p a r t m e n t  [C O M M IS S IO N ]  shall re q u e s t  the s ta te  a s se s so r  to c o m p u te  the 

a v e ra g e  p e r  cap ita  full and  true p ro p e r ty  va lu e  o f  tha t m u n ic ip a l i ty  o r  c o m m u n i ty  and  

rep o r t  it;

(2 )  i f  the p o p u la t io n  is less than  750, the  d e p a r t m e n t  

[ C O M M I S S I O N ]  m a y  substi tu te  for  the a v e ra g e  p e r  cap i ta  full a n d  true value  o f  

p ro p e r ty  in the  m u n ic ip a l i ty  o r  c o m m u n i ty  an a m o u n t  eq u a l  to the  a v e rag e  p e r  cap i ta  

lull a n d  true  va lu e  o f  p ro p e r ty  in th e  sm alle s t  m u n ic ip a l i ty  for w h ich  that am o u n t  has  

been  d e te rm in e d  by th e  s la te  a ssessor .

* S ec . 12. A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 4 0 (c )  is a m e n d e d  to read :

( e ) T h e  g ran t  a w a rd e d  b y  the d e p a r t m e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]  m ay  not exceed  

the  e s t im a te d  total p ro g ra m  o r  p ro jec t  cost as d e te rm in e d  by  the  d e p a r t m e n t  

[C O M M I S S I O N ]  less the co n tr ib u t io n  by  the sp o n s o r  d e te rm in ed  in ac c o rd a n ce  w ith  

this s ec t io n .

* S ee .  13. A S  47 .65 .040 (1 )  is a m e n d e d  to  read:

( 0  W h e n  a w a rd in g  a g ran t  lo su p p o r t  a p i lo t  p ro jec t  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 

4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0 ,  d ie  d e p a r t m e n t  [C O M M IS S IO N ]  m ay  w a iv e  all oi part o f  the  sponsor  

c o n tr ib u t io n  re q u ire d  u n d e r  this sec tion  if  w a iv e r  is in the  pub lic  interest. Ih e  

d e p a r t m e n t  ( C O M M IS S IO N ]  shall  ad o p t  re g u la t io n s  e s tab l ish in g  s tan d a rd s  for 

g r a n t in g  w a iv e rs  u n d e r  this subsec tion .

* S ee .  14. A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

See . 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  (a) P a y m e n ts  rece iv ed  by  a
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1 s p o n s o r  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0  m a y  b e  u se d  o n ly  to m e e t  co s ts  o f  se rv ices

2 t h a t  [W H IC H ]  the d e p a r tm e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]  has  d e te rm in e d  d irec t ly  benefit

3 o ld e r  A la sk a n s .  A  p a y m e n t  m a y  no t be m a d e  b y  the  d e p a r tm e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]

4 u n d e r  this se c t io n  u n le s s  the  d e p a r tm e n t  [C O M M IS S IO N ]  d e te rm in e s  tha t the

5 s p o n s o r

6  (1)  m e e ts  a c c e p ted  s ta n d a rd s  o f  f iscal a cc o u n ta b i l i ty  for pu b l ic  funds;

7 (2)  can  d e m o n s tra te ,  w h e n  req u es ted ,  the  ac tua l c o s t  o f  se rv ice s  that it

S is p ro v id in g  fo r  the b e n e f i t  o f  o ld e r  A la sk a n s ;  and

9 (3)  a g re e s  to m a k e  ava i lab le ,  u p o n  re q u e s t ,  all fiscal in fo rm ation

10 re la t in g  to s e rv ic e  for  w h ic h  p a y m e n ts  a re  p ro v id e d  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 47 .6 5 .0 5 0 .

11 (b) T h e  d e p a r t m e nt [C O M M IS S IO N ]  m a y  no t  m a k e  p a y m e n ts  to a  sp o n so r

12 w h o s e  p ro g ra m  in c lu d e s  fam ily  re sp i te  c a re  se rv ices  o r  h o m e  c a re  se rv ic e s  un less  the

13 s p o n s o r  has  a g re e d  to  r e q u e s t  c r im in a l  h is to ry  reco rd  in fo rm a t io n  a s  p e rm it te d  b y  P.L.

14 105-277  a n d  A S  12.62 for the in d iv idua l  w h o  will p ro v id e  the  se rv ic e s  w ith in  10

15 b u s in e s s  d a y s  a f te r  the in d iv idua l  is h i re d  to p ro v id e  the  se rv ic e s  a n d  rev iew  the

16  in fo rm a t io n  w ith in  l ive  b u s in e ss  d a y s  a f te r  rece iv in g  it.

17 * S ee . 15. A S  4 7 . 6 5 . 100(a) is a m e n d e d  to read:

18 (a )  In a d d i t io n  to  a d m in is te r in g  g ran ts  for  ad u lt  d a y  c a re  p ro g ra m s  and  fam ily

19 re sp i te  c a re  se rv ic e s  fo r  o ld e r  A la s k a n s  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .6 5 .0 1 0  - 4 7 .6 5 .0 5 0 ,  the

20  d e p a r t m e n t  [ C O M M I S S I O N ]  m ay  m a k e  g ran ts  u n d e r  th is  s e c t io n  from  funds

21 o th e rw is e  a v a i la b le  to it fo r  ad u l t  d a y  ca re  p ro g ra m s  a n d  fam ily  re sp i te  ca re  se rv ices

22 fo r  frail o ld e r  p e r so n s  a n d  o th e r  s im ila r ly  d isab led  adu lts .

23 * S e c .  16. A S  4 7 .6 5 .1 0 0 (b )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

24 (b )  In o rd e r  to  fund  g ra n ts  u n d e r  th is  s ec t io n ,  the  d e p a r t m e n t

25 ( C O M M I S S I O N  A N D  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L

26  S E R V I C E S ]  m a y  seek a n d  e n te r  into co n trac ts  o r  g ra n ts  w ith  a n y  par ty ,  inc lud ing

27 r e im b u r s a b le  s e rv ic e  a g re e m e n ts  w ith  o ther  s ta te  ag en c ie s .

28 * S ee .  17. A S  4 7  6 5 .1 0 0 (c )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

29  (c )  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  ( C O M M I S S I O N |  sha ll ,  b y  r e g u la t io n ,  set fees for

30  s e rv ic e s  p ro v id e d  u n d e r  th is  sec t ion . T h e  fees m ust be  b ased  o n  a s l id in g  sca le  fo rm ula

3 1 that tak es  in to  a c co u n t  the  c l ien t 's  incom e.

S U 0 2 O H *9- C SSIt 213(1 IPS)
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1 * S ec .  18. A S  4 7 . 6 5 . 100(e) is a m e n d e d  to read:

2 (c)  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  [ C O M M IS S IO N ]  m a y  no t a w a rd  a g ran t  u n d e r  this

3 sec t io n  fo r  fam ily  resp i te  ca re  se rv ices  o r  for a d u l t  d a y  care  se rv ices  that in c lu d e  h o m e

4 care  se rv ic e s  u n le ss  the g ran tee  has  a g re e d  to reques t  c r im ina l  h is to ry  reco rd

5 in fo rm a t io n  as  p e rm it ted  by  P.L. 105-277 a n d  A S  12.62 for  the  ind iv id u a l  w h o  will

6 p ro v id e  the s e rv ice s  w ith in  10 bus iness  d a y s  a f te r  th e  in d iv id u a l  is h ired  to p ro v id e  the

7 s e rv ice s  a n d  re v ie w  the in fo rm ation  w ith in  five b u s in e s s  d ay s  a f te r  rece iv in g  it.

8 * S ee . 19. A S  4 7 .6 5 .2 9 0 (3 )  is r e p ea led  a n d  re e n a c ted  to  read:

9 (3)  "d ep a r tm en t"  m e a n s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H ea l th  and  Social S e rv ices ;

Nr-W T<‘Xi Vinter J i n » d  (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)
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P a g e  6, f o l l o w i n g  l in e  20 :

I n s e r t  a n e w  bill  s e c t io n  to read:

"*  S e e .  7 . A S  4 7 .5 5 .0 2 0 ( d )  is a m e n d e d  to  r e a d :

(d )  N o tw i th s ta n d in g  A S  4 7 .5 5 .0 7 0  a n d  (b )  o f  th is  s e c t io n ,  a r e s i d e n t  o f  a  h o m e  

w h o s e  in c o m e ,  a s se ts ,  a n d  o th e r  r e s o u r c e s  a re  in s u f f ic ie n t  to  p a y  th e  m o n t h l y  ra te  set 

u n d e r  A S  4 7 .5 5 .0 3 0 ( b ) ,  and  w h o  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  p r iv a te  i n s u r a n c e  to  c o v e r  th e  c o s t  o f  

c a r e ,  q u a l i f i e s  fo r  p a y m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  i f  th e  r e s id e n t  is o th e r w is e  in c o m p l i a n c e  w ith  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  th is  ch ap te r .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  p a y m e n t  a s s i s ta n c e  e q u a l s  t h e  a m o u n t  

n e e d e d ,  w h e n  a d d e d  to  o th e r  i n c o m e  a n d  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  re s id e n t ,  to  p a y  th e  m o n t h l y  ra te  

se t  u n d e r  A S  4 7 .5 5 .0 3 0 (b ) .  P a y m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  re c e iv e d  b y  a h o m e  r e s i d e n t  is a deb t  

to  th e  s ta te .  In d e te r m in in g  th e  a m o u n t  o f  p a y m e n t  a s s i s ta n c e  fo r  w h i c h  a h o m e  

r e s id e n t  q u a l i t i e s ,  th e  fo l lo w in g  i n c o m e ,  a s s e t s ,  a n d  o th e r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  re s id e n t  

s h a l l  b e  d i s r e g a r d e d :

(1 )  in c o m e  from  a n y  s o u r c e  in an  a m o u n t  u p  lo  S i 0 0  a  m o n th  as  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  b y  r e g u la t io n ;

(2 )  the  fo l lo w in g  a s s e t s  r e c e iv e d  u n d e r  43 U .S .C .  1601 et s e q .  (A la s k a  

N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t le m e n t  A ct) :

(A )  ca sh  d i v i d e n d s  a n d  o t h e r  in c o m e  e q u a l  to  a t le a s t  S 2 .0 0 0  as 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by th e  d e p a r tm e n t  b v  r e g u la t io n :

(B )  s to ck ;

(C )  n o n c a s h  d i v i d e n d s  f ro m  s to c k ;  and

(1)) land ;

(3 )  a p e rm a n e n t  fu n d  d iv i d e n d  i s s u e d  u n d e r  A S  4 3 .2 3 ;

L -1 -
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(4 )  c o m p e n s a t i o n  lo v o lu n te e r s  u n d e r  th e  fe d e ra l  r e t i r e d  a n d  s e n io r  

v o lu n te e r s  (42  U .S .C .  5 0 0 1 ) ,  f o s te r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  (4 2  U .S .C .  5 0 1 1 ) ,  a n d  se n io r  

c o m p a n i o n  (42  U .S .C .  5 0 1 3 )  p r o g r a m s  m a d e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i th  4 2  U .S .C .  5 0 4 4 ( 0 ;

(5 )  fed e ra l  W o r ld  W a r  II r e s t i tu t io n  p a y m e n t s  m a d e  u n d e r  5 0  U .S .C . 

A p p .  1 9 89b-4  a n d  c -5 ;

(6 )  p a y m e n t s  u n d e r  A S  18 .67  ( V io le n t  C r i m e s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a rd ) ;

(7 )  an  a m o u n t ,  d e t e r m in e d  b y  th e  d e p a r t m e n t  b y  r e g u la t i o n ,  that is 

s u f f i c i e n t  for  b u r ia l  e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  re s id e n t ,  the  r e s id e n t 's  s p o u s e ,  a n d  d e p e n d e n t s  o f  

t h e  re s id e n t ;

(S) rea l p r o p e r t y  b e in g  u s e d  as th e  p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  r e s id en t 's  

s p o u s e  o r  a d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e  r e s id e n t ;

(9 )  o t h e r  rea l  o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r ty  e q u a l  lo  a t  l e a s t  a to ta l  v a lu e  o f  u p  

to  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  b y  r e g u la t io n ^

(1 0 )  f e d e r a l  p a y m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  e x c l u d e d  l»v l a w  f r o m  i n c o m e  fo r  

f e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p u r p o s e s ."

R e n u m b e r  th e  f o l lo w in g  b ill  s e c t i o n s  a c c o rd in g ly .
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Senator Bettye Davis

C S  f o r  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 4 3 ( I I E S ) ,  2 5 - L S 1 3 5 l \ E

“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d u t i e s  a n d  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  011 A g i n g  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s . ”

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

T h e  C S  fo r  S e n a t e  B ill  2 4 3 ( H E S ) ,  2 5 - L S 1351 \E ,  h a s  a  z e ro  f isca l  n o te .  A s  r e q u i r e d  b y  a  2 0 0 7  L e g i s l a t iv e  
A u d i t ,  th is  “ c l e a n - u p ” b il l  b r in g s  in to  a l i g n m e n t  g r a n t  d u t ie s  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  th a t  w e r e  p r e v io u s ly  
g iv e n  to  the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  ( D H S S ) .  w h e n  th e  C o m m i s s i o n  011 A g in g  ( A C o A )  
a n d  D iv is io n  o f  S e n i o r  S e r v i c e s  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  D H S S .  F o r  th is  r e a s o n ,  s t a tu to r y  c h a n g e s  re p e a te d ly  
r e p la c e  “ C o m m i s s i o n ” ( A C o A )  w ith  " D e p a r t m e n t ” ( D H S S )  to  p r o p e r ly  r e c o g n i z e  th e  d u t ie s  a n d  
re s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  e a c h .  T h i s  b i l l ,  w h ic h  m i r ro r s  C S H B  2 7 9 ( H E S ) ,  2 5 - L S  1 1 0 6 \E ,  a s s ig n s  a u th o r i ty  fo r  
e s t a b l i s h in g  s ta te  p o l i c y  re la te d  to  the  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  A c t  fed e ra l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  s ta te  p r o g r a m s  fo r  
O l d e r  A la s k a n s  to  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s .  D H S S  is r e c o g n iz e d  a s  th e  s ta te  "U n i t  
o n  A g in g ."  T h e  b il l  a lso  t r a n s fe r s  g ra n t  a u th o r i t y  r e la te d  lo  s e n io r  s e r v i c e  g r a n t s ,  a d u l t  d a y  c a re ,  a n d  
fa m i ly  r e s p i te  c a r e  g r a n t s  f ro m  the  A la s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  011 A g in g  to  D H S S .  D H S S  h a s  a s s ig n e d  th e se  
g ra n t  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  d u t ie s  lo  S e n i o r  a n d  D is a b i l i t i e s  S e rv ic e s .

A s  b a c k g r o u n d  to  th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  d u t i e s  a n d  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  r e c o g n iz e d  in th is  b i l l ,  th e  A la s k a  
C o m m is s io n  o n  A g in g  is r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  p la n n in g ,  a d '  o c a c y ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a c t iv i t ie s  re la te d  
to  th e  h e a l th  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  o l d e r  A la s k a n s .  It h a s  r e la t io n s h ip s  w i th  s ta te  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  a g e n c ie s  
a c ro s s  th e  s ta te ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  g o v e r n o r 's  o f f i c e ,  th e  A la s k a  M e n ta l  H e a l th  T r u s t  A u th o r i t y ,  th e  A la s k a  
H o u s in g  a n d  F in a n c e  C o r p o r a t io n ,  a n d  n o n - g o v e r n m e n ta l  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  T h e  n e e d  fo r  s e n i o r  p r o g r a m s  
a n d  s e rv ic e s  is r a p id ly  in c re a s in g .  P e r  the  S ta te  p la n  fo r  S e n io r  S e r v i c e s  F Y  2 0 0 8 - F Y  2 0 1 1 ,  A la s k a  
a l r e a d y  h a s  th e  h ig h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  b a b y  b o o m e r s  ( 3 2 % )  in th e  n a t io n ,  a n d  i ts  s e n i o r  p o p u la t io n  is 
g r o w i n g  fa s te r  th a n  a lm o s t  a n y  o th e r  s ta te .  B y  2 0 3 0  s e n io r s  6 0 +  w il l  c o m p r i s e  17%  o f  the  A la s k a  
p o p u la t io n ,  w i th  a d o u b l i n g  o f  the  n u m b e r  o f  th o s e  6 5 + .

S'pumDi Statement
CSSII 243(1 IKS), 25-l..SI35l'l:
3/11/08



L E G A L  S E R V I C E S

(907) 465-3867 o r  465-2450 
F A X  (907) 465-2029 
M a i l  S t o p  3101

D I V I S I O N  O F  L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V I C E S  
L E G I S L A T I V E  A F F A I R S  A G E N C Y  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A S ta t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99801-1182 

D e l i v e r i e s  to: 129 6th S t . .  R m .  329

M E  M O R A N D U M M a rc h  11 ,2 0 0 8

S U B J E C T : S e c t io n a l  s u m m a r y  for CSS13 2 4 3 (1 1 LIS) 
(W o rk  O rd e r  N o . 2 5 -L S  1 3 5 1\E)

T O : S e n a to r  B e t ty e  D a v is  
A ttn : T o m  O b e rm e y e r

F R O M : K a th ry n  L. K u r tz  
A s s i s ta n t  R e v iso r

Y o u  h a v e  re q u e s te d  a  se c t io n a l  s u m m a ry  o f  th e  a b o v e -d e s c r ib e d  bill.

A s  a  p re l im in a ry  m a tte r ,  n o te  th a t  a  sec tiona l  s u m m a ry  o f  a bill sh o u ld  not be c o n s id e red  
an  au th o r i ta t iv e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  bill a n d  the bill i t s e l f  is the  best s ta te m e n t  o f  its 
co n te n ts .  I f  y o u  w o u ld  like a n  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the  bill as  it m a y  a p p ly  to a p a r t ic u la r  set 
o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  p le a s e  a d v ise .

Se c t i o n  1. A d d s  d u t ie s  fo r  th e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  H ea lth  a n d  S oc ia l  S e rv ice s  that inc lude  
e s ta b l i s h in g  s ta te  p o l ic y  fo r  o ld e r  A la sk a n s  and  a d m in is te r in g  g ra n ts  for  o ld e r  A laskans ,  
ad u l t  d a y  c a re ,  a n d  fam ily  r e sp i te  care .

S e c t io n  2. C h a n g e s  the  r e fe re n c e  to a p a rag rap h  in A S  4 7 .4 5 .2 4 0 (a )  to  re f lec t  the 
re n u m b e r in g  o f  the  p a ra g ra p h  b e c a u se  o f  an  a m e n d m e n t  in sec. 4 o f  the  bill.

S e c t io n  3. C h a n g e s  th e  d u t ie s  o f  the  e x e c u t iv e  d i re c to r  for  the  A la sk a  C o m m is s io n  on 
A g in g  to fo rm u la te  for  the  d e p a r tm e n t  a ^ a t c u  ide p lan  for o ld e r  A la s k a n s  a n d  de le te s  the 
d u t ie s  p e r ta in in g  to  a d m in is te r in g  re la ted  federal g ran ts  a n d  p ro g ra m s .

S e c t io n  4. M a k e s  the  A la s k a  C o m m is s io n  on  A g in g  s ta te w id e  p lan  sub jec t  to  the rev iew  
o f  the d e p a r tm e n t  and  d e le te s  p ro g ra m  po licy  re sp o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  th e  c o m m iss io n .

S e c t io n  5. L im i ts  the a u th o r i ty  o f  the  A la sk a  C o m m is s io n  o n  A g in g  to re c o m m e n d in g  
s ta n d a rd s  o f  s e rv ic e s  p ro v id e d  to  o ld e r  A laskans  that a re  a d m in is te re d  by the  d e p a r tm en t  
a n d  d e le te s  ru le m a k in g  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  c o m m iss io n .

S e c t io n  6. D e l in e s  " d e p a r tm e n t"  a s  the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  and  Soc ia l  S e rv ices  in 
A S  4 7 . 4 5 . 0 10 - 4 7 . 4 5 . 160 .

S e c t io n  7 . T ra n s fe r s  a u th o r i ty  for  the  d is t r ib u t io n  o f  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  fo r  se rv ices  to o ld e r



Sect ion  8. Transfers the a l locat ion authority for commun ity  service program fund ing  for 
services to o lder A laskans from the comm iss ion to the department.

S ect ion  9. Transfers the a l locat ion authority for p i lo t project grants for services to o lder 
A laskans from the comm iss io n  to the department.

S ect ion  10. Transfers the authority to set contr ibut ion amounts for grants from the 
comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion  11. Transfers the authority to request state assessor computat ions from the 
comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion 12. Transfers the authority to estimate program costs for grant awards from the 
comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion 13. Transfers the authority to w a iv e  contribut ions and adopt regulat ions for 
wa ivers from the comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion 14. Transfers the authority to adm in ister grants ; id  make payments for services 
to o lder A laskans from the comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion 15. Transfers the authority to make grants for adult day care and fam i ly  respite 
services from the comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion 16. Removes the commiss ion's authority to enter into certain contract and grant 
agreements.

Sect ion  17. Transfers the authority to set fees for adult day care and fam i ly  respite 
services from the comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion IN. Transfers the authority to award grants for fam ily  respite care and adult day 
care services from the comm iss io n  to the department.

Sect ion 10. Repea ls the de f in it io n  for "commiss ion" and replaces it w ith  the def in it ion 
lor "department." Def ines "department" to be the Department o f  Health and Socia l 
Serv ices in AS 47.65.

Senator Bettye Davis
March 11, 2008
Page 2

Alaskans From the com m ission to the department.

K I .K tm ed  
08-177.tiled
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SARAH PAUN, GOVERNOR

P . O .  B O X  I I < m . i

D E P T .  O F  H E A L T H  &  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S
/

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0693 
PHONE: (90?) 465-3250
FAX: <907)465-1398Alaska Commission on Aging

March 25, 2008

The Honorable Mike Chenault, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 505 
Juneau, AK 99501-1182

The Honorable Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 515 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Subject: Support for CSSB 243 (H ES) Statute Modifications for the Alaska Commission on Aging 
and the Department of Health and Social Services

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) encourages passage of SB 243, a clean-up bill that amends state law 
to align the statutes with the changes to the mission and work of the ACoA and the Department of Health and 
Social Services which were initiated by Executive Order 108 of July 1, 2003.

In essence, the Executive Order transferred grant administration and state agency on aging responsibilities 
previously performed by the Alaska Commission on Aging in the Department of Administration to the 
Department of Health and Social Services as the State Unit on Aging and re-established ACoA in DHSS. 
Furthermore, Executive Order 108 established Senior and Disabilities Services, which assumed the grant 
administration functions previously performed by ACoA. The Commission has retained all other responsibilities 
it previously performed within the Department of Administration, with the exception of those related to senior 
grants, which have been assigned to Senior and Disabilities Services.

Specifically, this proposed legislation:

Assigns authority for establishing state policy related to Older Americans Act federal programs and 
state programs for Older Alaskans to the Department of Health and Social Services, as the State Unit 
on Aging, and

Transfers grant authority related to senior service grants, adult day core, and family respite caie grants 
from ACoA to the Department of Health and Social Services. The Department has assigned these grant 
administrative duties to Senior and Disabilities Services.

The U.S. Administration on Aging distributes Older Americans Act funds to states to support home and 
community based services for seniors. For a state to receive these funds, a state agency must be designated 
as the “state unit on aging." In Alaska, the Department of Health and Social Services is the State Unit on Aging 
as determined by Executive Order 108. The state unit responsibilities (as defined by the federal Older 
Americans Act) aie carried out jointly by Senior and Disabilities Services and the Alaska Commission on Aging.



While SDS is responsible for administering and distributing federal funds, the Commission has been 
responsible for planning, community education, and advocating for Alaska seniors.

Passage of SB 243 is requested to amend statutes so that they reflect the current roles of ACoA and the 
Department and to cure the “one and only finding" reported by the Division of Legislative Audit in its sunset 
review of the ACoA in July 2007. ACoA supports this legislation which allows the Commission to focus its work 
on planning, education, and advocacy activities on behalf of Alaska's seniors.

The 2007 audit reviewed the operation and activities of the Commission for the period July 1, 2003 through 
June 30, 2007 to determine if the termination date of the Commission should be extended and if the 
Commission is operating in the public interest. The audit report was very positive and found more than a 90% 
approval rating by those surveyed on a variety of dimensions related to the Commission's planning, advocacy, 
and community education activities. Regarding the organizational changes initiated by Executive Order 103, 
the report conclusions stated "... ACoA has emerged fiom the reorganization as a respected planner, educator, 
and advocator for Alaska's seniors...(p. 7)'', that a public need exists for the continuation of ACoA, and 
recommend that the legislature extend ACoA's termination date to June 30, 2016. They found no complaints 
filed against the Commission.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Bararsi La! Denise Daniello
Chair, Alaska Commission on Aging ACoA Executive Director

CC: Representative Stoltze, Vice Chair Representative Crawford
Representative Harris Representative Gara
Representative Kelly Repiesentative Joule
Representative Thomas Representative Nelson
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March 13, 200S

The Honorab le  Lym an Hoffman, Co-Chair 
Senate F inance Comm ittee  
A laska State Cap ito l , Room  518
Juneau, A K  99801-1182 ] :> i j

T he  Honorab le  Bert Stcdman, Co-Chair 
Senate F inunce Comm ittee  
A laska State Cap ito l , R oom  516 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

RE: SB 243 (Davis) - Support
Dear Cc-Chairs Hoffman and Stcdman:

O n  beha lf  o f  Ihe members o f  AARP  in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on 
the Senate F inance  Comm it tee  to support SB 243 w h ic h  is uuthored by Senator Bettye 
Dav is .

SB 243 is bas ica l ly  a “c lean up” b i l l  w h ic h  brings the A laska C omm iss io n  on A g in g  into 
comp l ia n ce  w ith  changes that have been in p lace for several years that deal w ith 
C om m is s io n  responsib il it ies and those o f  Sen ior und D isab il ity  Services.

SB 243 incorporates the recommendations o f  the Legis lat ive Auditor.

A A RP  recommends an “A Y E ” vote on SB 243.

Shou ld  you have any questions about our posit ion, please feel f ice to contact me (5S6- 
3637) or Patrick Luby , AARP  Advocacy  Director (907-762-3314).

Thank you  for your consideration.

S in c c ic ly ,

M ar ie  D a r l in ,  Coord inator 
A A R P  Cap ita l C i t y  Task Force 
415 W il lo u g hb y  Avenue , Apt. 506 
Juneau, A K  99S01 
586-3637 (voice)
463-3580 (fax)

CC: V ic e  C h a ir  C ha r l ie  Hugg ins Senator Joe Thomas
Senator K im  E lto n  Senator Fred Dyson
Senator Dona ld  O lson Senator Urttyc Davis

A 4 R P  Alaska

1601 O M rctrt. So i f  1420 | AK 9950 I I to ll U » t  866 447 |'JO /.  141 2 2 /0  fax | to ll-free  877 414 I jW  IfY
r / a n f  V Sm ith, P r e s e n t  I W illiam  O Novrlli, th ie f  fx ^co tlvc  Offic«if I \<.v \  a a ip  mq/.ik.
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Wsshington D.C 2Q701

O tt lc o  o f  lh o  A s d im n n l  .S i t r ro t . i^  

A i i in in l j I f t H 'O n  o n  A o ln g

JUN 2 G 700/

The Honorable Sarnh Palfn 
Governor of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

Dear Governor Palln:

It iG my pleasure to Inform you that the four-year Alaska State Plan for Senior 
Services beginning July 1, 2007 through June 30. 2011 is approved. It Is a 
comprehensive document that integrates Older Americans Act requlromcntn with 
the extensive, collaborative plans produced by the inter-agency Slate Plan 
Advisory Committee.

I 3 m particularly pleased by the efforts of the Alaska Commission on Aging in 
Involving seniors, the public and providers as well as 9tata agencies In the 
development and public review of the plan. Thl6 proactive strategy will e nhan ce  
Alaska's continuing development of i!s service delivery system with an emphasis 
on choices for older Individuals.

The Regional Office 9taff of the U.S. Administration on Aging In Seattfo and I look 
forward to working with you in the implementation of Die State Plan. If you hnve 
questions of concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. I appreciate your 
dedication and commitment toward Improving the lives of older persons in 
Alaska.

iitalo Plan lot S o r / j c i s  l ‘Y20U8 l'Y3011 l Alaska Com m ission on Aging



A L A S K A  
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  &  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  

S T A T E  P L A N  F O R  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  
A P P R O V A L

T h e  A la s k n  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  (D1 ISS) h e r e b y  s u b m i t s  
t h e  A la s k n  S ta t e  P la n  fo r S e n io r  S e r v ic e s  for t h e  p e r io d  o f  J u l y  1, ^007 
t h r o u g h  J u n e  JO, 12011 (S ta te  f is ca l y e a r s  2008 t h r o u g h  2011). G o v e r n o r  
S a r a h  P a l i n  h a s  d e s ig n a t e d  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  &. S o c in l  S e r v ic e s  as 
A l a s k a ’s s o le  s t a le  n g e n c y  on  a g in g .  T h e  A la s k a  C o m m is s i o n  o n  A g in g  w i t h i n  
D H S S  h a s  b e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  b y  A la s k a  S t a t u t e  [(AS 47.45.240(a) (1))J to 
d e v e lo p  t h e  s ta te  p la n  o n  n g i n g  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i t h  th e  p r o v i s io n s  o f th e  O ld e r  
A m e r i c a n s  A c t  a n d  its  a m e n d m e n t s .  T h e  p l a n ,  as  s u b m i t t e d ,  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  
n e e d s  o f  o ld e r  A la s k a n s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e s  d i r e c t io n  for t h e  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  a l l  
S l a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e la t e d  to s e n io r s ,  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s is  o n  th o se  e ffo rts  r e la t e d  
to t h e  O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  A c t , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
a r d  c o o r d in a t e d  s y s tem  for t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  s u p p o r t i v e  s e r v ic e s .

T h e  P la n ,  as s u b m i t t e d ,  h a s  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a l l  fed e ra l 
s t a t u t o r y  a n d  r e g u la t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

The S la te  Plan for Senior Services is hereby approved by the Commissioner o f  
the D epartm ent o f  Health & Social Seruiccs, us the Governor's designee, and  
constitutes authorization to proceed with activities under the Plan upon 
approval by the A ss is tan t Secretary for Aging.

I hereby approve this S ta te  Plan a n d  am pleased to present it to Alaskans.

! /  •

D a te  K n r l e e n  K  J . ick .son , P h .D . .  C o m m is s i o n e r
A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  &. S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s

Si iiu I'l Lfi (at SftviC*-*# ITiJOOB 1TS0II II Al \sIm Com m ission on A jm g



A L A S K A  C O M M I S S I O N  O N  A G I N G  
S T A T E  P L A N  F O R  S E N I O R  S E R V I C E S  

A P P R O V A L

T h e  S ta te  P la n  fo r  S e n io r  S erv ices  is hereby approved  by the A la sk a  
C o m m iss io n  on A g ing , as  th e  a gency  a u th o r ize d  by the C o m m iss io n e r  o f  the  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  & Soc ia l Serv ices  a n d  by  A la sk a  S ta tu te  / ( A S  
•J 7. -45.2-1Q(u)(l)J to develop th e  s la te  p la n  on a g in g  in  accordance u'ith the  

p r o v is io n s  o f  the  O lder  A m e r ic a n s  Act a n d  its a m e n d m e n ts .

F ra n k  A p p e l. C h a ir
M ich a e l B la c k , D esignee, D ep artm ent o f Com m erce, C o m m un ity  &. Econom ic 

D evelopm ent 
L i l l ia n  B o e n -K o su ick  
? a t r ic :a  B ru n so n  
S h a ro n  H o w e rto n -C la rk  
B e tty  K eeg an  
B a n o rs i L a i
Rod M o line , Designee, D ep artm ent of H e a lth  & Social S e rv ice s 
Iv e r  M a lu t in  
P au la  P a w lo w sk i 
E d w a rd  Z astro w

Krp^ iJt A p p e l ,  C h a i r  y /  /  
A la s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  oti A g i n g

Si He pi.in !or Si*/vicn< I’YliOlIB l"\7.01 HI Ai.tsk.i C om m ission on Aymtj
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E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y

As lliu slate with the highest proportion of baby boomers (32%), AJaska will find 
its senior population growing faster than almost any other state as that group 
reaches its senior years. While in the past many Alaskans chose to leave the state 
after retirement, more and more retirees now prefer to remain here. By 2030, the 
proportion of seniors 65+ will double to comprise 13% of the Alaska population, 
with those age 60+ making up 17%. The oldest group of seniors, those age 85+, is 
expected to almost triple during the next 25 years, vastly increasing the number 
of Alaskans living with Alzheim er’s disease and related disorders (A D R D ).

W hile census data do not show high levels of poverty among Alaska seniors, the 
census does not consider differences in cost of living among different areas of 
the country. The most financially vulnerable groups of seniors typically include 
widowed and divorced women, AJaska Natives and other racial m inorities, high- 
school dropouts, people not eligible for Social Security benefits (perhaps due lo 
a subsistence lifestyle), those with a limited work history, and the oldest seniors 
(whose fixed incomes have taken a beating from inflation over the years).

Surprisingly lo some who may view seniors as a liability to the state, retired 
Alaskans constitute one of the largest and healthiest sectors of A laska’s economy. 
In 2004, according to the University of AJaska Institute for Social and Economic 
Research, retired Alaskans age 60 and older contributed almost $ 1.5 billion to 
the state's economy, prim arily  from retirement income and health care spending. 
Th is  was roughly ten times the total cost of State programs targeting seniors. 
Senior spending provides a large economic multiplier effect in local communities, 
and many other advantages, including a high volume oflocal spending, a diverse 
job m ix, a low level of seasonality, stability from year to year (not dependent 
on fluctuating world market conditions), an environmentally benign footprint, 
compatibility with other industries, non-enclave location (not concentrated in 
remote rural areas), and economies of scale which reduce costs for all Alaskans, 
particularly in health care services.

Alaskan seniors have a lower age-adjusted death rate than U.S. seniors overall. 
W hile more older Alaskans smoke, drink heavily, and binge drink, as a group 
they are mure likely to eat plenty of fruits and vegetables, engage in physical 
activity, and describe themselves as being in good health. Falls are the leading 
cause of non-fatal injuries requiring hospitalization for every age group in Alaska, 
hut se rio us: ‘ u ies from falls increase dramatically in the senior population.
Sadly, suicide rales among older Alaskans are considerably higher than national 
a\erages, though suicide does not constitute a lending cause of death here. 1’op 
causes of death in the older age groups in Alaska include cancer, heart disease, 
cerebrovascular disea.se, chronic lower respirator}’ disease, and Alzheim er’s 

disease.1
Challenges on I lie liori/on for older Alaskans include income inseeui'it). tlu*
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need for more reliable access to health care and long-term care supports, a 
looming physician shortage, absence of geriatric education among providers, a 
shortage of a sufficient senior services and health cure services workforce to meet 
future needs, the need for emergency preparedness for a wide range of potential 
disasters, and soaring energy and utility costs.

The Slate of Alaska provides a wide range of programs and services addressed 
to seniors, spanning multiple divisions and departments. Funds from the Older 
Americans Act as well as State general funds and tesources from the Alaska 
Mental 1 lealth Trust Authority and other federal, State, and non-governmental 
sources help to pay for these services, many of which are provided through grant 
agreements with local non-profit service agencies. While the services and benefits 
available to Alaska seniors are impressive, increasing strain on the state's services 
system from the burgeoning senior population is inevitable, and demands 
advance planning (in particular the creation of a long-term care strategic plan) as 
well as a coordinated advocacy effort to obtain increased funding for senior needs.

Th is state plan focuses on six overall goals, with their respective objectives 
and recommended strategies. The goals cover keeping seniors healthy, active, 
and involved in their communities; ensuring access to an integrated array of 
health and social supports along the continuum of care; supporting families in 
their efforts to care for loved omjs at home and in the community; providing 
a range of adequate, accessible, secure and affordable housing options for 
seniors; supporting a stable senior services and health care workforce as well as 
a range of attractiv e employment opportunities for seniors; and ensuring that 
older Alaskans arc safe from catastrophic events and protected from personal 
exploitation, neglect, and abuse. For each year o f the plan's coverage, an annual 
implementation plan will be created by all interested senior organizations, with 
each committing to work on specific strategies outlined in the plan.

W hile sim ilar weighting factors (total number of seniors, seniors age 8o+-, 
m inority seniors, poverty-level seniors, and rural seniors) have been used in the 
funding framework for this state plan as in the previous (FY  2003 - FY  2007) 
plan, seniors’ demographic patterns have shifted substantially since the 2000 
census. While no region of the state is seeing an actual decrease in its number 
of seniors, some regions are growing at a much faster rate than others. Railbclt 
census areas (those along the central rail corridor of the state, especially the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Anchorage, and Fairbanks 
North Star Borough) are experiencing an influx of seniors from out of-state and 
from more rural, remote regions of Alaska. Older Alaskans may move lo more 
populated areas to obtain services or to he closer to relatives. In order lo avoid 
the shock of a dramatic fund shift for some regions in the first year of this plan 
and to give those regions slated for a loss of funding the opportunity to seek 
other resources, the Slate will continue to use the FY 2003 -  I T  2 0 0 7  funding 
allotments during FY 2008 and I T  2000; in I T  2010, allocations v\ ill rellecl ;jo"t'i 
o| the change dictated In the new funding framework, and In I T  2011 nio"n of the 
fund shills will he implemented.

AJ.vakj C om m iss ion  on Aging



The coming quarter-contury w ill usher in a dramatic period of growing need for 
senior sendees in Alaska. Nevertheless, seniors' many contributions to the state 
and its economy are recognized, and the Slate considers it a privilege to plan for 
and provide the sendees needed to preserve their quality of life. A laska’s State 
Plan for Senior Services, FY  2008 -  F Y  2011 presents a wide-ranging, inclusive 
vision to guide the effort to provide those services in a respectful manner that 
upholds the dignity and independence of older Alaskans.
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A la s k a  C o m m is s i o n  o n  A g i n g  (A CoA )
T e s t im o n y  o n  S B  243 

P r e p a r e d  b y  D e n i s e  Da  n i e l l o ,  A C oA  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

The purpose of this proposed legislation is to amend state law to align the statutes with 
the current mission and activities of the Commission and the Department of Health and 
Social Sen/ices which were initiated by Executive Order 108 of July 1, 2003. In essence, 
the Order transferred grant administration and state agency on aging responsibilities 
previously performed by the Alaska Commission on Aging in the Department of 
Administration to the Department of Health and Social Services as the State Unit on 
Aging and reestablished ACoA in DHSS. Furthermore, Executive Order 108 established 
Senior and Disabilities Services within the Department which assumed the grant 
administration functions previously performed by ACoA. Currently, the Commission has 
retained all other responsibilities it previously performed within the Department of 
Administration, with the exception of those related to senior grants which have been 
assigned to Senior and Disabilities Sen/ices.

Specifically, this proposed legislation:

❖  Assigns authority for establishing state policy related to Older Americans Act 
federal programs and state programs for Older Alaskans to the Department of 
Health and Social Services, as the State Unit on Aging, and

❖ Transfers grant authority related to senior service grants, adult day care, and 
family respite care grants from ACoA to the Department of Health and Social 
Services. The Department has assigned these grant administrative duties to 
Senior and Disabilities Services.

The U.S. Administration on Aging distributes Older American Act funds to states to 
support home and community based services for seniors. For a state to receive these 
funds, a state agency must be designated as the "state unit on aging." In Alaska, the 
Department of Health and Social Services is the State Unit on Aging as determined by 
Executive Order 108. The state unit responsibilities (as defined by the federal Older 
Americans Act) are carried out jointly by Senior and Disabilities Services and the Alaska 
Commission on Aging. While SDS is responsible for administering and distributing federal 
funds, the Commission has been responsible for planning, community education, and 
advocating for Alaska seniors.

Passage of HB 279 is requested to amend statutes so that they reflect the current roles 
of ACoA and the Department and to cure the "one and only finding" reported by the 
Division of Legislative Audit in its sunset review of the Commission in July 2007. ACoA 
supports this legislation which allows the Commission to focus its work on planning, 
education, and advocacy activities on behalf of Alaska's seniors.

The 2007 audit reviewed the operation and activities of the Commission for the period 
July 1, 2003 through June 30, 2007 to determine if the termination date of the 
Commission should be extended and if the Commission is operating in the public 
interest. The audit report was very positive with more than a 90% approval rating by



those surveyed on a variety of dimensions related to the Commission's planning, 
advocacy, and community education activities. Regarding the organizational changes 
initiated by Executive Order 108, the report conclusions stated "... ACoA has emerged 
from the reorganization as a respected planner, educator, and advocator for Alaska's 
seniors...(p. 7)", that a public need exists for the continuation of ACoA, and that the 
legislature extend ACoA's termination date to June 30, 2016. There were no complaints 
filed against the Commission.




