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A N A L Y S IS : (Macli a separate page if necessary)
T h is  bill will add approx. 1 0 1 ,610  a c re s  of land to Iho T a n a n a  V a lley  State  Fo rest (T V S F ) ,  d e lete  ap prox. 6 6 ,2 1 8  a c re s , 

and  red esignate  approx. 4 ,2 9 8  a c re s  a s  part of the Minto F la ts  S la te  G am e R efuge (M F S G R ) . T tiis  better aligns 

b o u n d arie s  with the intent of the T V S F  and M F S G R , in c re a se s  land m anagem ent effic iency , and  up dates the boundaries 

to co rrespond  with correct and  current land sta tu s . Th is  proposal w a s  developed and review ed  through the 2001 update 

to the T V S F  M anagem ent P lan  C ontrovers ia l p a rce ls  w e re  rem oved following in teragency and  public re v iew , and tho 

p a cka g e  of ch an g es in th is bill had broad support and no known opposition Tho se  ch a n g es  will not require new  

positions or funding. Th em  is no short-term im pact on reven u e , but it protects the revenue stream  from tim ber rece ip ts 

by en su rin g  that m ore com m ercia l forest land will rem ain part of the long-term susta ined  yield land tim ber b a se  to 

provide lum ber, fuelwood. wildlife habitat, and recreation  and  tourism benefits.

Martha FreemanPrepared by
Division
Approved by Tom liwm. Commissioner

Phone 269-8473
Forestry D,ite,Timo February 12. 2008

Date Feh>' .iry 12. 20C5
Natural Resources
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SENATOR JOE THOMAS

SB 229  -  Relating to the  T a n a n a  Valley S ta te  Forest an d  to a ss ig n m en t of 
certa in  forest land to the Minto Flats S ta te  Gam e Refuge; a n d  providing 
for a n  effective date.

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

S en a to r  Jo e  Thom as

S ena te  Bill 229 a m e n d s  the  bound arie s  of the T a n a n a  Valley S ta te  Forest 
(TVSF) to correct e rro rs  in legal descrip tions, reflect u p d a te d  land  s ta tu s ,  
a n d  to b e tte r  m a tc h  the  m anagem en t in ten t for the  Forest. This is done 
by add ing  a n d  deleting b o u n d a ry  references to the  legal descrip tions  in 
s ta tu te .  T hese  ch anges  re su l t  in a  ne t increase  to the  s ta te  forest of 
approxim ate ly  40 ,00 0  acres . SB 229 also moves approxim ate ly  4 ,300  
acres  from the  s ta te  forest to the Minto Flats S ta te  G am e Refuge.

In 1983 the  Legislature c rea ted  the  1.8 m illion-acre T a n a n a  Valley S ta te  
Forest th a t  s t re tc h es  from Manley to Tok. The forest is open to mining, 
gravel ex traction , oil a n d  gas leasing, a n d  grazing. The D ep artm en t of 
N atural R esources m an ag es  the  s ta te  forests for a  su s ta in e d  yield of 
these  resources , with the p rim ary  purpose  of tim ber m an ag em en t (AS 
41.17 .200). The B o n an za  Creek Experim ental Forest, a  12 ,400-acre  a re a  
ded ica ted  to forestry resea rch , is also  located w ith in  the  s ta te  forest.

S ta te  fo res ts  provide fish a n d  wildlife hab ita t, c lean  w ater, opportun ities  
for recrea tion  and  tou rism , a n d  m inerals. In addition  to the m an ag em en t 
of th ese  resources , the T a n a n a  Valley S tate  Forest offers m any  
recreational opportu n it ie s  includ ing  hun ting , fishing, trapp ing , cam ping, 
hiking, dog m ush ing , c ro ss-co u n try  skiing, wildlife viewing, snow 
m achin ing , gold pann ing , boating, an d  berry-picking.

In 1996, the  division u p d a te d  the  T a n a n a  Valley S ta te  Forest 
M anagem ent Plan an d  es tab lished  a  citizens' advisory com m ittee . The

J m m  -  to y : Sl.ilO Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 -  (907) -165-2127 - I (800) 336-7383 - r,ix (907) <I65-S7-1I
June - Pccvmbcr: 1392 S.idler W.iy Ste 203 - Fairbanks, AI.iJ.kii 99701 -  (907) .156 0101 - F.ik (907) ‘156-8163

Senator Joe,Ttiomai®legliitflte.ik.ui



12-m em ber citizen's advisoiy committee, rep resen ting  a  variety of s ta te  
forest u se rs ,  actively partic ipates in forest p lann ing  in the  T a n a n a  Basin. 
This entity  h as  endorsed  the recom m endations on m an a g em en t  of the 
forest and  h a s  carefully crafted the changes  in a  m a n n e r  th a t  resu lted  in 
su p p o r t  from all affected land u se rs  an d  owners.

SB 229 is su p p o r ted  by the Alaska S ta te  Forest Association, the 
F a irb an ks  Econom ic Development Corporation, h u n t in g  a n d  recrea tion  
g roups a s  well a s  all su rro u n d in g  land  owners.

Please jo in  m e in am end ing  the  T an a n a  Valley S ta te  Forest to b e tte r  align 
with its original in ten t  and  su p p o rt  the  passage  of Senate  Bill 229.

J.niu.vy - Mity: Mote Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 -  (907) -165-2327 - 1 (800) 336-7383 - Fax (907) 1G5-52-1I
Juno -  December: 1212 Sadler Way Sic 203 - Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 - (907) ‘156-0101 - Tax (907) 956 8163

Sena tor Joc.Tbomas1S1l99ls.stato.ak.us



T A N A N A  V A L L EY  S T A T E  F O R E S T  ^  
M A N A G E M E N T  P LAN  M AP



A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

S e c t i o n a l A n a l y s i s

SB  229 - A m en dm en ts  to the B o u n d a ry  o f the T a n a n a  V a l le y  State Forest and 
A ss ig nm en t  o f  C e r t a in  Forest L a n d  to the M in t o  F lats State G a m e  Refuge

Th is  b i l l  w o u ld  im p lem ent changes to the boundary o f  the Tanana V a l le y  Slate Forest 
(TVSF) recommended by the 2001 update to the T V S F  M anagemen t Plan. Some land 
deleted from the State Forest w ou ld  be reassigned to the M in to  State G am e  Refuge.
These proposals were thorough ly rev iewed by the pub l ic  and agencies dur ing  the 
p lann ing  process. The package o f  proposals was revised fo l low ing  the commen t period, 
and the f ina l package was non-controversial,

S ect ion  1 - M in t o  F lats State G a m e  Refuge . Section I amends the legal descr ipt ion for 
the Refuge to incorporate three parcels o f  land deleted from w ith in  the T V S F . (See map) 
These parcels arc wetlands adjacent to the ex ist ing T efuge that do not conta in 
com m erc ia l ly  va luab le  forest land, and wou ld  be better managed as part o f  the Refuge. 
T hey  total 4,298 acres.

Sec t ion  2 - T a n a n a  V a l le y  State Forest. Section 2 repeals and reenacts the legal 
descr ipt ion for the TV' jF. State Forests consist "primarily o f  com m erc ia l ly  va luab le  
forest land determ ined by the governor to be necessary for retention in State ownersh ip 
for management under the pr inc ip les  o f  mu lt ip le  use and sustained y ie ld" (AS 
•I 1.17.210(a)). A lmost all o f  the 1.78 m i l l io n  acres in the Tanana V a l le y  State Forest are 
com m erc ia l ly  va luab le  forest land. Sortie Slate lands adjacent to the State Forest also 
conta in va luab le  forest resources, and some land w ith in  the T V S F  does not have 
commerc ia l forest potential. The proposed changes to the T V S F  w ou ld  move 
approx imate ly  101,610 acres o f  general doma in  state land into tiie State Forest, and 
delete approx imate ly  66,220 acres, for a net increase o f  approx imate ly 35,390 acres.

Land recommended for add it ion to the State Forest contains high-value commerc ia l 
forest land, m uch  o f  w h ic h  is eas ily accessible. Most parcels are already class if ied for 
Forestry under the Tanana Bas in Area Flan, and all are compat ib le  w ith  the intent o f  the 
State Forest. Some have been harvested historica lly , and prov ide access to other lands 
w ith in  tho State Forest, w h i le  other parcels are isolated pieces o f  Siate land adjacent to 
the State Forest. Incorporating these into the T V S F  wou ld  add to the va lue  o f  the State 
Forest and conso lidate management authority in these areas. O n e  160-acrc parcel w ith

jjnuary - Mjy: Stale Capitol - Juneau, Alaska 99801 - (907) <165-2177 - 1 (1100) 336-7383 - f'.u (907) <165-52<tl
June - December; 1292 Sadler Way Ste 203 - faiibanks, Alaska 99701 - (907) <156-8161 Tax (907) <156-8163ScnatorJoo.TbomasSrieois.state.ok.iis



A L A S K A

SENATOR JOE T I IOMAS

unusual p ra ir ie  features w ou ld  be added to the Vo lkm ar B luffs Research Natural Area 
w ith in  the Sta le Forest.

Land recommended  for delet ion from the State Forest is not comm erc ia l ly  va luab le  forest 
land. T he  de le t ions  inc lude the three wetland parcels recommended for addit ion to the 
M in to  Flats State G am e Refuge, wetlands and high-elevation lands north o f  Tok and 
Tanacross, and  a parcel o f  high-value recreation land a long the Chatan ika River.

Land de le ted  from the Tanana V a l le y  Slate Forest w o u ld  be managed as part o f  the 
adjacent management units under the Tanana Basin Area F lan. These lands w ou ld  
remain open for p ub l ic  access and m u lt ip le  use.

S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

VJrt'Capital - JunrJU, 9)ttOI - ̂ 907) < » 6 S 1 <M00) 3J0-/Jflj I j .  t "/> V/, • :»1 
.'i m e  ~ l \ \ n n ( * r  U V  • M k t  W » /  ‘M  JO I O ' M n U ,  W 7 Q I ('«)/) I j. (I/W) h'iOHIO)

Vmtof.J* ThonmcilrQt uk >/*
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S
550 W u l  7lfc Vvcnur. Suilr 1-150 

Anrhorugr, .\K 90501

BOARD OF FORESTRY /

February 4, 2008

Senator Joe Thomas 
State Cap ito l, Room 510 
Juneau. A K  99801-1182

Dear Senator Thomas.

The  Hoard o f  Forestry represents d iverse interests w ith respect to forestry in  Alaska. By law. it 
provides a forum for forest management issues on state land, and is charged w ith monitor ing the 
implementation and effectiveness ol' the Forest Resources and Practices Act on all lands (AS
41.17.047).

The Board o f  Forestry w ou ld  l ike lo express its support for SB  220 . amendments to the boundary 
o f  the Tanana Valley Stale Forest and the M in to  Flats Game Refuge. I his b i l l  wou ld correct old 
drafting errors, update the boundaries to be consistent w ith changes in land stains, add productive 
forest land to the State Forest, and delete wetlands and other non-productive forest land. 1 he 
revised boundary w i l l  better match the purpose o f  Stale Forests, and the intent to included 
primarily commerc ia l ly  va luab le forest land (AS 41.17.200.-210).

In the 25 years since it was established, the State Forest has proved its worth as a source o f  
sawtimber and fuel wood, w i ld l i f e  habitat, and hunting and recreation opportunit ies for Alaskans.

I he changes in this b il l were recommended by the 2001 update to the Tanana Valley Stale Forest 
Management Plan, w ith w ide pub l ic  support. The Board off ic ia l ly commended the Department 
o f  Natural Resources for the broad pub lic process used to draft and revise the Tanana Va lley 
State Forest Management Plan update. SB 229 w i l l  implement these w idely supported 
recommendations.

We encourage prompt passage o l SB  22 lF and thank you for introducing ibis b i l l .

A L A S K A  B O A R D  O f  FOR ES  TRY
Rob Bosworth 
Matt C ron in

Erin Mc l.arnon

Wayne N ico l ls  
John D iMareb i

B i l l  O l iv e r  
Rick Rogers 
Ron Wolfe

"/Vv.7i>/», ( V / m m v  andFnluintT Vinut.il A Y u w r i v v  f a r  I ' r t M ' i i t  and f-uturr -lA/Uwm



Alaska Dcpatlrncnl n I

J w  NATURAL
B r i e f i n g :  ^ R E S O U R C E S
T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S l a t e  F o r e s t  c h a n g e s  December 12,2007
D EPA RTM EN T  O F  NATURAL RESOURCES - D IV IS IO N  OF FORESTRY

B a ckg ro u nd . T h e  2001 update to the T V S F  Management Plan recommended a package o f  
changes to the boundaries o f  the State Forest. As a part o f  that package, the p lan recommends 
some o f  the de let ions from the State Forest to be added to the M in to  State G ame Refuge 1 hese 
proposals were thorough ly rev iewed by the pub l ic  and agenc ies dur ing  the p lann ing  process, and 
the proposals in  the f ina l plan were non-controversial. There were no comments on these 
proposals dur ing  the f ina l comment period.

A. R k c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  S t a t e  F o r e s t :  Amend 
AS 41.17.400(d)

Alaska Statutes Sect ion 41.17.210 states that State Forest proposals shall consist "primarily 
o f  com m erc ia l ly  va luab le  forest land determ ined by the governor to he necessary Ibr 
retention in State ownersh ip for management under the pr inc ip les  o f  m u lt ip le  use and 
sustained y ie ld .. ."  A lmost a l l o f  the I.7S m i l l io n  acres in the Tanana V a l le y  State Forest is 
c om m erc ia l ly  va luab le  forest land. Some State lands adjacent to the State Forest, however, 
conta in va luab le  forest resources that w ou ld  benefit the State Forest by their addit ion to that 
leg is la t ive ly  designated area. The  lands listed in the fo l low in g  packet, and shown on the 
a ccom pany ing  map, are recommended for addit ion to the State Forest. T hey  total 
approx imate ly  1 0 1 .M O  acres.

T he  lands recommended for add it ion to the State Forest conta in high-value commerc ia l forest 
lands, m any o f  w h ic h  are easily accessible. Most are already c lass if ied f  orestry under the 
Tanana Bas in Area Plan, and a l l are compat ib le  w ith the intent o f  the Stale Forest. Some 
have been harvested h istor ica l ly , and some prov ide access to other lands w ith in  the Stale 
Forest. Some o f  the smaller parcels are isolated p ieces o f  Stale land adjacent to the State 
Forest. A d d in g  them to the State Forest w ou ld  add to the va lue  o f  the State f  orest and 
conso lidate management authority in these areas.

B .  R e c o m m i m u i  i o n s  e o r  d e l e t i o n s  i r o m  t h e  T a n a n a  V a l i e v  S t a t e  F o r e s t :

Amend AS 41.17.400(d)

The Tanana V a l le y  State Forest conta ins approximate ly 66,2 IS  acres o f  land that do not 
conta in va luab le  forest resources. O n  the basis o f  the statutory criteria in the previous 
section, D N R  recommends several de let ions from the Tanana V a l le y  State Forest. Some o l 
the lands are wetlands adjacent to the M in to  Flats State ( iam c Refuge that conta in no 
comm erc ia l ly  va luab le  t imberland. Another area recommended for de let ion contains the 
shorela iu ls o f  the C'hatanika R iver , an extremely high va lue recreation area. I he o l f  t  lands 
on the de le t ion list consist o f  two townships: one comprised o f  wetlands and the other made 
up o f  high-elevation, unforested lands.

T V S I  b ill b rie fing  w ith  p .irccls doc I U )~ 0(lb  2 :3 3 :20  P M
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C . A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  M i n t o  F la  ts S t a t e  G a m e  R e f u g e  o f  l a n d s  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  
d e l e t i o n  f r o m  t i i e  T a n a n a  V a l l e y  St a t e  F o r e s t : A m e n d  AS  16.20.037(a).

Three parcels o f  land w ith in  the T V S F  conta in ing  wetlands adjacent to the M in to  Flats State 
Game Refuge arc recommended to be w ithdrawn from the State Forest and added to the 
Refuge. T h e y  do not conta in commerc ia l ly  va luab le  forest land, and w ou ld  be better 
managed as part o f  the Refuge. T hey total 4,298 acres.

TVSF lull lu id in j' with paiccls iluc 1/30/2008 2:33.20 I’M



List of proposed additions to the Tanan: Valley State Forest
The  fo l low ing  list summarizes the recommended addit ions lo the State Forest (a total o f  
approx imate ly '01,610 acres):

1. Th is  strip o f  land, located between M in to  Flats and the adjacent State Forest, contains 
product ive up land forests o f  wh ite  spruce and hardwoods. T h e  un it is presently accessed 
by the Dunbar-L ivengood w inter trail and w i l l  be accessed by an all-season forest road. 
(4,480 acres w ith in  T I N  R f iW  P.M .)

2. These units arc on Nenana R idge , border the State Forest, and have s im ila r values. 
They are h ig h ly  product ive, easily accessible, up land forests. A dd in g  these units to the 
State Forest w i l l  conso lidate the State's highest va lue forest lands under a s ing le 
management authority and plan. (14,568 acres w ith in  T2S R4VV. T2S R5VV, and T3S 
R5VV P.M.)

Note: I f  this subun it is added to the State Forest, the fo l low in g  management gu ide l ines 
w i l l  be added to the entire Subunit 5A. “A 300-foot buffer from center line on each side 
o f  the roadway should be managed lo mainta in or enhance scenic v iews along the 
h ighway . D eve lopm ent act iv it ies such as t imber harvest ing and land-use authorizations 
may be a l low ed  w ith in  this buffer i f  the act iv ity is des igned to mainta in or enhance the 
scen ic va lues o f  the h ig hway  corridor, and to prov ide opportun it ies for v iew in g  
background scenery.”

3. T h is  unit has several parcels w h ic h  comprise the bu lk  o f  the t imberland occurr ing 
between Fort G ree ly  and the Tanana R iver. The  t imber consists o f  product ive white 
spruce stands a long the Tanana R ive r and m ixed wh ite spruce/hardwood stands on 
uplands to the South. Management goals w ou ld  emphasize the area's w i ld l i f e ,  recreation, 
and t imber resources. Because o f  habitat values in the l loodp la in . the recommended 
addit ions to the State Forest are south o f  the 1000-foot contour l in e  from the Tanana 
R iver . (21,189 acres, w ith in  T7S R 6E , T7S R7E, T7S R 8E, T 8S R5E, T 8S R6E, T 8S 
R7E, and T 8S R 8E P.M.)

4. T h is  quarter-scction lies adjacent to the Tanana V a l le y  State Forest Subunit I O i l . the 
V o lkm ar B lu ffs Research Natural Area. It encompasses a large prairie feature that 
s im i la r  to the pra ir ie system in the adjacent Tanana V a l le y  Stale Forest research natural 
area. 1 his amendment is designed to expand the research natural area to inc lude the 
rema inder o f  the prairie system. (160 acres w ith in  T9S R13E P.M .)

5. Th is  unit consists o f  several small parcels o f  land near Dot Fake that were not 
in c luded  in the State Forest because o f  questionable land status. The pr imary purpose o f  
add ing these to the State Forest is to consolidate land management in the area. (9,600 
acres w ith in  T 2 IN  RXF , T22N RXF, T23N R61-, and T23N R7F C .R .M .)

6 . These b lock is located a long the Tanana R iver near T nk  between Nat ive lands and the 
State Forest, T he units conta in commerc ia l t imber, have good access, and wou ld  be
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va luab le  addit ions to the State Forest. (23,033 acres w ith in  T18N R13E, T19N R i2 E ,  
and T19N R13E C .R .M .)

7. Th is  small parcel north o f  Tanacross was exc luded in the legal descr ipt ion o f  the T V S F  
because o f  federal interest. However , the federal interest is no longer va l id . (40 acres 
w ith in  T 2 1 N R I0 E  C .R .M . )

8 . These three parcels o f  land are located near Dot Lake between Nat ive lands and the 
State Forest. The ir  addit ion to the State Forest w i l l  consolidate management authority. 
(5,600 acres w ith in  T21N R 8E and T23N R6E C .R .M .)

9. Th is  townsh ip , north o f  Dot Lake, was left out o f  the T V S F  leg is lat ion by a mistake in 
a legal descr ipt ion that substituted a w rong townsh ip . A lthough the unit is current ly 
inaccess ib le , in c lud in g  it in the State Forest as o r ig in a l ly  proposed w ou ld  offer some 
management e ff ic iency because it shares common access and s im ila r resource va lues 
w ith  ad jo in in g  Slate Forest lands to the west and south. (23,040 acres, T25N R7E 
C .R .M  )

List of proposed deletions from the State Forest
The fo l low in g  list summarizes the recommended w ithdrawa ls (a total o f  approx imate ly
66,071 acres):

1. T V S F  Subun it 1 C: 1,898 acres w ith in  T I N  R11VV andT2N  R l  1W F .M .
These two parcels o f  the M in to  Flats a long the To lovana  R ive r are recommended for 
w ithdrawa l so as to consolidate most wetlands in M in to  Flats under a s ing le management 
intent. T he  areas are h ig h ly  product ive w i ld l i f e  habitat but conta in very l itt le t imbcr land. 
T he  area borders the M in to  Flats State G ame Refuge, and is recommended as an add it ion 
to the Refuge.

2. T V S F  Subun it 313: 2.400 acres w ith in  T4N R7W F .M .
1 his parcel consists o f  wetlands border ing the M in to  Flats State Game Refuge. The  area 
borders the M in to  Flats State Game Refuge, and is recommended as an add it ion to the 
Refuge.

3. T V S F  Subun it 413: 2.400 acres w ith in  T3N R3W F .M .
T h is  parcel contains shorelands o f  the Chatan ika R iver . It is recommended as a T V S F  
w ithdrawa l lo be ava i lab le  for des ignation as part o f  the Chatanika State Recreation R ive r 
corridor. In the inter im it wou ld  be managed for p ub l ic  recreation and w i ld l i f e  habitat as 
part o f  Tanana Basin Area Plan Subunit I E l . The area is comprised mostly o f  poorly 
drained wetlands a long the Chatan ika R iv e r  and contains little t imbcrland.

4. T V S F  Subun it 12A: 19,200acres w ith in  T 2 IN  R10E C .R .M .
Th is  townsh ip  contains low  re l ie f  and swampy , noncommerc ia l forest; it was not 
inc luded in the or ig ina l admin istration proposal. T he  unit's inc lus ion in the State Forest 
does not offer any management advantages for adjacent State Forest lands. It wou ld
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become part o f  Tanana Basin Area Plan Subunit 6G1, w h ic h  is designated for w i ld l i f e  
habitat and forestry.

5. T V S F  Subun it 12A: 19,200 acres w ith in  T25N R 8 C .R .M .
Th is  townsh ip  was apparently inc luded in the State Forest because o f  a mistake made in 
the range. Th is  un it is genera lly at a h igh e levation w ith  few s ign if ican t resources 
appropriate for the State Forest system. It w ou ld  become part o f  Tanana Bas in Area Plan 
Subun it 6J2 w h ic h  is designated for resource management.

6 . T V S F  Subun it 13A, 13B: 21,120 acres w ith in  T19N R I5 E  and T20N R13E C .R .M . 
These two parcels were arc underla in entire ly by permafrost and forested w ith 
noncommerc ia l b lack spruce. They  have no other important resource va lues or 
advantages for in c lu s ion  in the State Forest. They wou ld  become part o f  Tanana Basin 
Area P lan Subun it 6J3 w h ic h  is designated for w i ld l i f e  habitat.

Additions to M into State Gam e Refuge

1. T V S F  Subun it 1C: 1,898 acres w ith in  T I N  R 11W  and T2N R11W  F .M .
These two parcels on the M in to  Flats in T V S F  Subunit 1C a long the To lovana  R ive r are 
recommended to be added to the Refuge. Th is change w ou ld  conso lidate most wetlands 
in M in to  Flats under a sing le management intent. The areas are h ig h ly  product ive w i ld l i f e  
habitat but conta in very little t imbcrland. f l ic  area borders the M in t o  Flats State Game 
Refuge.

2. T V S F  Subun it 3B: 2,400 acres w ith in  T4N R7W
This  parcel consists o f  wetlands bordering the M in to  Flats State G am e Refuge.
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F A I R B A N K S
Economic Development

301 Cushman St.. Suite 301, Fairbanks. AK9970

January 29, 2008

Dear Senator JrierTlioma i,

The Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation (FEDC) strives to promote value added 
product development in Interior Alaska and, therefore, thanks you for your sponsorship of Senate 
Bill 229: An act relating to the Tanana Valley Forest.

Fairbanks' remote location poses some challenges to economic development. However, when 
looking to die abundant natural resources found in the Interior, there is also grca, opportunity for 
the creation o f  new, higher paying jobs through responsible development of those valuable 
resources.

FEDC has long been a supporter of Interior Forest product development and, in partnersliip vith 
the State Division o f Forestry, Tanana Chiefs Conference, and State of Alaska Office of Economic 
Development, publishes “New Growth"; a prospectus offering information to potential forest 
industry developers. Our continuing effort is to encourage and support existing & potential 
businesses aimed at developing local, value added forest products for use here in Alaska. The most 
crucial need in developing new forest product businesses is ensuring sustainable, easily accessible, 
high value forest lands for development.

FEDC strongly supports SB 229. Passage of this legislation will add over 100,000 acres of 
commercially valuable forest land to the State Forest. These lands would increase the amount of 
valuable forest resources available for the development of value added products for the Interior 
and the State of Alaska.

This initiative can be a great asset to the State of Alaska, the Interior and to our continued pursuit 
/Oba diversified, stable and self-sustaining economy. FEDC thanks you for your time und efforts in 
spoisonjigJn^M l and is excited about the potential it will bring to our State Forest lands.

'1011 Dodson 
C E O /)"ta&idcpt
Fairbanks Economic Development Coiporaiion 

'Cassia linkcl
Project Manager, Fairbanks Economic Development Corporation

CC: Chris Malsch 
Marty Freeman

Ptior.o : (9 0 7 )4 5 2 -2 18 5  
1-888-476- F E D C

www.investfoi,-books com Fox (907)451-0534



c r

N o r t h l a n d  W o o d  P r o d u c t s ,  I n c . .
4000 CUSHMAN • FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 9970 I -7534 

TELEPHONE 907-452-4000 
FAX 907-4 52-139 I

February 29,2008

Senator Joe Thomas,
State Cap ito l R o om  510 
Juneau, Ak  99801-1182

Dear Senator Thomas,

We support SB 229 amend ing the boundary o f  the Tanana State Forest and the M in to  
Flats game refuge. Northland W ood  Products as a company has been harvesting t imber 
in the Tanana State Forest, and w liat wou ld  become the State Forest, since 1965, for our 
s awm il l  here in  Fairbanks We were in vo lved  w ith the creation o f  the Tanana State Forest 
at that time, see ing the long term benefit o f  protecting this very va luab le resource for 
future generations. As w e see it, SB 229 is very benefic ia l in that it adds more t imber to 
the State Forest base and consolidates the forest management authority over these areas.

W e  currently process 3 to 4 m i l l io n  board feet o f  t imber each year and em p lo y  some 35 
people year around, producing lumber and timbers for the loca l market. W e  are very 
dependent upon the forest resources in the Tanana Slate Forest and are very much in 
favor o f  any leg is lat ion that improves and strengthens it.

Aga in , we strongly support SB 229 and thank you for introducing it.

S incere ly ,

Rona ld  D . Rasmussen
V ice  President and Mgr, Woods Operations
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