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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Identifier (file name):
Title

Sponsor
Requester

Dept. Affected:
'RDU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Vers'on:
() Publish Date:

SB 218

DOT&PF
Planning

An Act relating to sue of child safety seats and seat belts 
Senator French

Component Program Development

House Finance Committee

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Component Number 

(Tn o u san d s of Dollars)

2762

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 

Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) o.o | | | |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match

1004 G F
1005 GF/Prograr i Receipts 
1037 GF/Menta! Health 
Other Interagency Receipts

TO TAL 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a scp.irote pnqc it accessory)
F e d e ra l  D O T  C hief  C o u n s e l  h a s  c o n f i rm e d  tha t th e  p a s s a g e  of S B  2 1 8  will qualify A la sk a  for add it io na l  fede ra l  funds .  
A laska  w o u ld  b e  eligible  to  r e c e iv e  a n  e s t im a te d  S 1 9 4 .2 3 5  in F F Y 09  a n d  S 1 9 4 ,2 3 5  in FFY 10. T h e  e x a c t  funding  a m o u n t  
will b e  b a s e d  o n  th e  n u m b e r  of s t a t e s  th a t  qualify  a n d  a p p ly  for funding.

L a n g u a g e  h a s  b e e n  in c lu d ed  in th e  S F Y  0 9  cap ita l  b u d g e t  th a t  p ro v id e s  th a t  th e  s u m  of S 19-1,000 is a p p ro p r ia te d  from 
! fed e ra l  r e c e ip ts  to D O T & P F  to p ro v id e  child s a f e ty  a n d  b o o s t e r  s e a t  in cen t ive  g ra n t s  T h e  cap ita l  b u d g e t  a l s o  in c lu d e s  
I c o n t in g e n c y  l a n g u a g e  w ithe  a p p ro p r ia t io n  u p o n  e n a c t m e n t  ol S B  218,

Prepared by Su.Mnne Armstrong 

Division House Finance Comm ttoc

Approved by Rnp Kevin Meyer. Co Chairman

Phone 465 6875
Date. T me -I 09 2008 9 20pm 

Date 4 9 2008
Rep M m: Chm-au t. Co Chairman
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F I S C A L  N O T  K

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

Child Safety and Booster Seat ‘ncentive Grants:
Provides funds to states that ar enforcing a law requiring any child riding in a passenger vehicle who is too 
large to be secured in a child r » seat, to be secured in a child safety seat to be secured in a child 
restraint that meets the requirements prescribed under section 3 of Anton's Law (49 USC 30127 note:H6 
Slat. 2772), States become eligible for these funds when specific weight and height of children are included 
in statute.

To qualify for a grant under this program, a state child restraint law must not leave any gaps in coverage for 
children under 8 years old (e.g.: gaps between coverage by a child safety seat and a booster seat),

Current Alaska law requires the use of proper safety devices for children under the age of 16 as approved by 
the U.S. Department of Transportation, but does not include which safely device must be used based on a 
child's age. height, and weight.

SB 218 puts USDOT National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recommendations in statute, 
clarifying for law enforcement officials what devices are required for proper child restraint.

Up lo 50 percent of the grant a State receives in a fiscal year may be used to fund programs for purchasing 
and distributing child safety seats and estraints to low income families. The remaining amounts shall be 
used to carry out child safety seat ~ child restraint programs, including: enforcement of child restraint 
laws; training of child passenger orofessionals. police officers, fire and emergency medical personnel, 
educators, and parents concei j  ail aspects of the use of child safety seats and child restraints; and 
educating the public concerning the proper use and installation of child safety seats and child restraints.

ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O . CS SB 218___________

2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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FISCAL NOTE

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2008 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

Ident if ier (file n am e) :
T it le  A n  Act re la t ing  to u s e  o f  c h i ld  s a fe ly  s e a l s  a n d  s e a l  be l ts .

F is c a l  N o t e  N um b e r :  
B il l  V e rs ion ;
() P u b l i s h  Date:

SB218CS(FIN)-DOT-PD-04-08-08 D ep t .  Affected:
R D U  _
C o m p o n e n t_

C S S B  218(FIN)

D O T S P F
P la n n in g

S p o n s o r
R e q u e s t e r

S e n a to r  Ho l l i s  F r e n c h
P ro g ram  D e v e l o p m e n t

H o u s e  F i n a n c e C o m p o n e n t  N um b e r 2762

Expenditures/Revenues estimated S194.235 additional federal funding in FFY09
Note : A m o u n t s  d o  no t  i n c lu d e  in f la t ion  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  n o ted  b e low .

App rop r ia t io n
R e q u i r e d In fo rma t ion

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  2009 F Y  2009 F Y  2010 FY  2011 F Y  2012 F Y  2013 F Y  2014
P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s  
T ra ve l  
C o n t r a c t u a l  
S u p p l i e s  
E q u ip m e n t  
L a n d  & S tru c tu res  
G ra n ts  S  C l a im s  
M is c e l l a n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

[ C A P IT A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S 194.2 194.2

[ C H A N G E  IN  R E V E N U E S  ( 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 I
F U N D  S O U R C E
1002 F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s
1003 G F  M a t c h
1004 G F
1005 GF/P rog ram  R e c e ip t s  
1027 G F /M en ln l  H e a l t h  
O lh e r  I n t e r a q e n c v  R e c e ip t s

194.2 194.2

T O T A L 194.2 194.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E s t im a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY2008) c o s t :  0 0

P O S I T IO N S
Full-t ime
Part-time
T em p o ra r y

A N A L Y S IS :  (filtnci) a sc/mm,vpogo it twcussM y)

Federal DOT Chief Counsel has confirmed that the passage of SB218 will qualify Alaska for additional federal funds. 
Alaska would be eligible to recieve an estimated $194,235 in FFY09 and $194,235 in FFY10. The exact funding 
amount will be based on the number of states that qualify and apply for funding.

CHILD SAFETY AND BOOSTER SEAT INCENTIVE GRANTS provide funds to States that are enforcing a law 
requiring any child riding in a passenger vehicle who is too large to be secured in a child safety seat to be secured in a 
child restraint that moots the requirement prescribed under section 3 of Anton's Law (49 USC 30127 note; 110 
Stat.2772), for an appropriate child safely scat or booster scat. States become eligible for these funds when specific
weight and height of children are included in statute. _________
Prepared by: M  try S iroKy___________Leg is la t iv e1 l.i .n-.on__________________________________________ P h o n o  907 465-4772__________
D iv i s i o n  C om m is s io n e r ' s  O f l i c o  D Q T & P F ____________________________________________  D a l c / T im o  4/8/08 2'30 P M _________
A pproved  by: N a n cy  Slagle D O T A P F __________________________________________________  D a lu  4/6/2008______________

D irecto r Division ol Administrative S e r v i c e s   __________________

(III).Il.nl HM.V.L ,n emu I P a g o  1 o f  2



F IS C A L  NOT E

A N A L Y S IS  CO N TIN UATIO N

STATE OF ALASKA HILL NO. SO 218
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

To  qualify for a grant under this program, a S ta le  child restraint law must not leave any gaps in coverage 
for children under 8 years old (e .g ., gaps between coverage by a child safety seat and a booster sea t.)

Current A laska law requires the use of proper safety devices for children under the age of 16 as 
approved by the U S  Department of Transportation, but does include which safety device m ust be used 
based on a child's age, height and weight.

S B  2 IS puts U SD O T National Highway Traffic Safe ly  Administration (N H TSA ) recom m endations in 
statute, clarifying for law enforcement officials whal devices are required for proper child restraint.

Up to 50 percent of the grant a State receives in a fiscal year may be used to fund programs for 
purchasing and distributing child safety seats and restraints to low income families. The remaining 
amounts shall be used to carry out child safety seat and child restraint programs, including, enforcem enl 
of child restraint laws; training of child passenger safety professionals, police officers, fire and 
em ergency medical personnel, educators, and parents concerning all aspects of the use of child safety 
seats and child restraints; and educating the public concerning the proper use and installation of child 
safety seats and child restraints.

D O T& PF would receive these federal funds through federal transportation funding via the capital budget.

P a g o  2  o f  2



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t o r  H o l l i s  F r e n c h

Sponsor Statement 

SB 218 - Child Safety Seats and Seat Belts

B o o s t e r  s e a t s  s a v e  l iv e s .  O f  th e  s ix t y  o n e  c h i ld r e n  u n d e r  th e  a g e  o f  e ig h t  in ju red  in a u to  

a c c id e n t s  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  o n l y  l i v e  w e r e  p r o p e r ly  re s tra in ed  in the  r e c o m m e n d e d  c h i ld  s a f e t y  

sc a t .  N e a r ly  t w o  th ird s  o f  th e  s i x t y  o n e  in ju red  w e r e  c h i ld r e n  a g e s  four  to  e ig h t .  A t  th is  a g e .  

m a n y  c h i ld r e n  are  t o o  la r g e  for a c h i l d ’s  ear s e a t  b u t  t o o  s m a l l  for an  a d u lt  s e a t  b e lt .  T h e  

N a t io n a l  H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e ly  A d m in is t r a t io n  r e c o m m e n d s  that c h i ld r e n  u n d er  SO p o u n d s  

and u n d e r  5 7 ”  u s e  a  c h i ld  s a f e t y  s e a t  o r  a  b e l t  p o s i t i o n i n g  b o o s te r  seat.

C u rren t  A la s k a  l a w  r e q u ir e s  th e  u se  o f  p ro p er  s a f e t y  d e v i c e s  for  ch i ld r e n  u n d e r  th e  a g e  o f  16 

a s  a p p r o v e d  b y  th e  U S  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n .  S B  2 1 S  p u ts  U S D O T  N a t io n a l  

H i g h w a y  T r a f f i c  S a f e t y  A d m in is t r a t io n  ( N H T S A )  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  in s ta tu te ,  c la r i f y in g  for  

la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f i i c i a l s  w h at  d e v i c e s  are  re q u ir ed  for  p r o p e r  c h i ld  restraint.

SB 21S states that:
( ’h i ld r c n  u n d e r  o n e  y e a r  o f  a g e  or  o ld e r  but  u n d e r  2 0  p o u n d s ,  sh a ll  b e  s e c u r e d  in a rear  

f a c in g  c h i ld  s a f e t y  sea t .

( 'h i ld rcn  o n e  to  four  y e a r s  o ld  w h o  w e i g h  o v e r  2 0  p o u n d s  sh a ll  h e  s e c u r e d  in a c h i ld  

restraint d e v i c e  o r  sea t .

C h i ld r e n  a g e s  fo u r  to  e ig h t  w h o  are u n d e r  5 7 ”  in h e ig h t  and u n d er  SO p o u n d s  sh a ll  b e  

s e c u r e d  in a b o o s t e r  s e a l  or  a ch i ld  restraint s y s t e m .

( .'h ildrcn  o v e r  -I w h o  are  ta ller  than 5 7 ”  an d  w e i g h  o v e r  SO p o u n d s  sh a ll  h e  p r o p e r ly  

s e c u r e d  in a s e a t  b e lt ,  ju s t  l ik e  ad u lts .

C h i ld r e n  o v e r  e ig h t  b u t  u n d er  l o  y ea r s  o f  a g e  w h o  are u n d e r  5 7 ”  an d  SO p o u n d s  sh a l l  b e  

restra in ed  b y  t h e  p r o p e r  s a f e t y  d e \  i c e  o r  a s c a t  b e l t ,  w h i c h e v e r  is ap propr ia te .
A ll  s a f e l y  d e v i c e s ,  b o o s t e r s  and c h i ld  s c a ts  m u s t  m e e t  o r  e x c e e d  the  s ta n d a rd s  set  out  b y  the  

U n i te d  S la te s  D e p a i l m c  : o f  T r a n sp o r ia t io n .

At th is  t im e ,  th ir ty  n in e  o th e r  s ta te s  m a n d a te  b o o s t e r  s c a t  u se .  W h i l e  a n y  restraint is b e t te r  

th a n  n o  restraint,  n a t io n a l  s t u d ie s  h a v e  s h o w n  b o o s t e r  s e a t s  are s ix t y  p e r c e n t  s i f e r  than seat  

b e l t s  .d o n e .

I l ie  c o s t  o f  b o o s t e r  s e a t s  r a n g e  from  a p p r o x im a t e l y  S 2 5  to  SI 0 0 ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  th e  m o d e l .  

P le a s e  j o in  m e  in p r o m o t in g  p a s s e n g e r  s a f e t y  In  .su p p o rtin g  l l i is  l e g i s la t io n .



A la s k a

January 30. 200S

The Honorable Senator Hollis French and Members o f  the State o f  Alaska Legislature 
Transportation Committee

Pear Senator French and Tiunsportation Committee Members,

On behalf o f  Safe Kids Alaska, 1 urge you to support Senate Bill 218, the proposed 
upgrade to Alaska’s child passenger safety law. I strongly urge you to approve this 
legislation in its entirety during the current legislative session.

As you may know, motor vehicle crashes remain the leading cause o f  unintentional 
injury-related death among children ages 14 and under. Fach year, nearly 1.600 child 
occupants ages 14 and under die in motor vehicle crashes and close to 228,000 are 
injured as occupants in motor vehicles. Unrestrained children are more likely to be 
injured, to suffer more severe injuries, and to die in motor vehicle crashes than children 
who are restrained.

We know that strong occupant protection laws that are consistently enforced are one o f  
the best ways to prevent injuries and save children's lives. Senate Bill 218. i f  enacted 
into law, would close a significant gap in Alaska's child occupant protection law by 
clearly requiring some older children to ride properly restrained in a booster seal or liigh- 
wcight-harness child restraint, secured by the motor vehicle’s safety belt system.

If Safe Kids Alaska can be o f  any assistance to you regarding Senate Bill 218, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your leadership on this important safety 
initiative for Alaska's children!

Sincerely.
Sara I. Pcuistcn. li\\ HSNS, CPS1J
Safe k id s  A laska Slate C oa l i t io n  Coo rd i i ia lo i  
C ln ld  Passenger Safety l ec l in ie ian  Instructor 
I lie ( ‘h i l d i e n ’s I losp ita l at Providence 
t e lephone: (*>t>7) 261-31‘*4 
I mail: safek id saku  prov n lenee ore

Sale Kitls Alaska: Preventing Childhood Injury in I he I ust Frontier



Senator Hollis French January 25, 2008
Alaska Slate Legislature

Support Letter: SB 2 18 
Child Safety Seats and Scat Belts

Booster seats DO save lives and DO prevent life long injuries.
The last child passenger safety law written in Alaska was in the SO’s. We have discovered 
since then, through the advancement o f  technology, o f  on-scene crash investigations, 
hands-on emergency trauma treatment, through pediatric intensive care, and months, i f  
not years, o f  rehabilitation the serious consequences o f  non-use and misuse o f  child 
restraints.

I have been an emergency department registered nurse in three major western trauma 
centers during m y 42 professional years 'I he last 22 o f  those years, I worked in the 
largest emergency department in an Anchorage. Alaska and coordinated a statewide, 
national injury prevention program for children.
Currently, in “retirement”, 1 serve as the Chair o f  the Alaska Committee for 
Child Passenger Safety (CPS) and am a nationally certified CPS Instructor.

Beginning in 1987 in Alaska. CPS technicians and instructors begun "checking” car scats, 
educating parents and caregivers how to choose and correctly install scats. Annual 
evaluation o f  thousands o f  car seat “check” records, indicated an 85% misuse rate in the 
most commonly used seats, with three or more critical errors. W e also continued to find, 
through the years, parents and caregivers misunderstood the Alaska Child Passenger 
Safety I aw. Most, when questioned, said the law allowed children to turn forward facing 
BHFOkF one year o f  age and children could M(>\ F to a "safety belt" at age 4,

Due to muscle instability and bone growth, children M l 'ST lemain rear facing until they 
arc at the very least one-year o f  age and 29 pounds, I lie American Academy o f  Pediatrics 
recommends, baring any medical conditions, children remain rear facing for even longer 
depending on the range o f  the car scat. Car scat belts (lap only and lap-shouklcr) w ere 
designed by all cai m anufacturers for individuals over 4 fnol 9 inches and heavier than 
originally indicated, lilting t>\ er the tippet thighs, across the chest, with knees bent at scat 
edge, feet touch ing  the tloor. holding an individual safely in the restraint

It is lime to jo in  the maiorily o f  slates and update A laska 's  ( laid Passenger Safely I .aw 
We have the know ledge and the data indicating children arc at nsk it not secured 
properly and secured in booster seats for a longer period than pres iously indicated.
Parents look to ou r current law for guidance and b a se  been confused, putting children at 
risk.

I here is nothing quite so tra tie as the loss o f  a child due to preventable injuries 

I lian you lor ymn consideration: Margaret (P eggy ) llayashi. R . \ .



January 24, 2008

Dear Senator I loll is French,

Thank you Tor hosting Senate Bill 21 <S which i f  passed, would mandate booster 
seal use for children under 4*9”. The law currently states “Children over lour must be 
secured in an approved child safety seat, booster seat or safety bell, whichever is 
appropriate for the particular child.”

As a nationally ceililied Child Passenger Safety instructor, I work with families 
promoting motor vehicle safety. It is quite common to find the 4-.S year old child 
restrained only  by a seat belt. If Senate Bill 218 was passed, parents with children 
between 4-8 years old would know that a booster seal is appropriate for their child’s 
motor vehicle safety.

I com m only witness youngsters (4 to 8 years old) in seat belts only. Seat belts are 
designed for an adult body and do not lit a child properly; the shoulder belt cuts into their 
neck or face, the lap belt fits high on their abdomen. To counteract the poor fit. the child 
puts the shoulder belt behind their back- now the child only has a lap belt holding them 
into the vehicle.

I Jnfortunately in the event o f  a crash, i f  the child is only secured by the lap belt up 
high on their abdomen, the injuries to their internal organs, spine, neck, and head are far 
greater and severe. National studies have shown children restrained in booster seats are 
sixty percent safer than seat belts alone.

In the June 2003 issue o f  the Journal of the American Medical Association, a 
study was published showing the first real world evidence o f  the added safely benefits 
o f  booster seats compared with seat belts alone. In addition, the study demonstrates that 
proper positioning ol the belt by booster seats virtually eliminates injuries associated with 
seal belt syndrome, including in juries to the abdomen and spine. In contrast, children in 
the study who were restrained in seat belts alone suffered injuries to every body region.

Seat belts are not designed for children, seat belts arc designed to lit those over 
4 ’0” and at least SO pounds. I ct's protect our Alaskan children, as 39 stales have. In 
passing a Booster Seat law.

i hank you and please let me know if  I can be assistance m promoting booster seal 
legislation. Sincerely. Beth

Beth Schuerman. ( 'crtilied Child Passenger Safely Instructor 
XN<>5 I ittlc Brook St.
Anchorage. AK 90507  
007-244-1123



Alaska Automobile Dealers Association

January 25. 2008  

Re: SB 218

To All Members o f  the I louse and Senate:

I he Alaska Auto Dealers Association Board o f  Directors passed a unanimous resolution 
in support o f  SB 218 and we urge you to support this worthy bill. SB 218 bill, i f  passed, 
will help protect young children by updating the current infant and booster scat law 
which has become outdated.

For example, current law gives the parent the option o f  placing a small four year old in a 
booster seat or utilizing a seal belt. Vehicle safety systems have advanced dramatically 
since the current law was written with a variety o f  active and passive safety devices being 
added to vehicles. Front, side and curtain airbags, which have tremendous explosive  
force ifiriggered. arc just one example o f  safety devices that weren’t in l listence when 
the current law was written.

As automobile dealers, we can assure you that no vehicle manufacturer recommends 
placing a small four year old in a seat belt only. Doing so could result in serious injury or 
death to the child.

Nearl\ forty two states have updated their infant and booster seat laws along the lines 
proposed. By adopting new legislation, the State will be eligible for grant monies w hich 
could be used fora safely campaign. Most importantly, however, updating our law will 
insure that children arc better protected on Alaska’s roads. We urge and appreciate \ottr 
support o f  SB 2 18.

Sinccrelx.

Jon- C'OolfL

.Ion i i >ok
I eg is lati\e  Director

Alaska Automobile Dealers \ssociaiion •  IM >. Box 71577 •  Fairbanks. A K'W707



SB218 Page 1 o f l

Allison Biastock

From: Heath. Brian [BHeath@borough.kenai.ak.us]
Sent: Monday, January 28, 2008 4:51 PM
To: Allison Biastock
Subject: SB218

As a Paramedic/ Firefighter, as a parent of three children and as someone who has witnessed the aftermath of 
preventable childhood injuries, I fully and without reservation support the passage of SB218.

NREMT-P/Engineer/CSS Tech 
Brian P. Heath 
Central Emergency Service 
Soldotna, Alaska

I 2N/2O0S

mailto:BHeath@borough.kenai.ak.us


îr.1 Property Casualty Insurers Association of Americaif     -  —
"» ». ■ i ■ i; 11 • * 111 • • i ■ I \nvi‘ • ■■■•'< •

January 29. 2008

The Hon. Hollis French 
Alaska Slate Senator 
State Capitol, Room 417 
Juneau, AK  99801-1182

R E : Support for S B  213

Dear Senator French,

On behalf of Mie more than 1,000 insurer members of the Property Casualty Insurers 
Association of America, who collectively write more than 40% of the property/casualty 
insurance policies in force in the United States today. I am pleased to inform you of 
our support for your proposed S B  218, an act relating to child safety seats and seat 
bells.

PCI has recently adopted a revised policy position on the issue of child safety in 
private passenger autos, which recognizes that while all 50 states currently have laws 
on the hooks aimed at protecting children traveling in private passenger autos, there 
are gaps *n those laws in many states, particularly in the 4-8-year old age group. 
Passage of S B  218 would bring Alaska into compliance with standards set by the 
National Highway and Transportation Safety Administration for children. We support 
this legislation and applaud the efforts you and your colleagues in the Alaska 
Legislature are putting forth to improve child safety.

Please let me know if I can provide any additional information.

f  £  A
Warm Regards,
Kenton Brine 
NW Regional Manager

CC Kris Knauss PCI AK lobbyist

1500 W .itc i SIn** t SW, Stc OlympM. .'imi 3(5(> '• l ‘ i i  'j i i'iito n  lnin>‘ 1  ...... ..
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£HILPREM’5
HOSPITALAt MOVIPINU

The Children's Hospital at Providence

January 30, 2 0 0 K

The Honorable Senator Hollis French and Members of the State of Alaska Legislature 
Transportation Committee

Dear Senator French and I'ransportation Committee Members,

On r> .'half of The Children's 1 lospital at Providence, I urge you to support Senate Bill 
21.S. the proposed upgrade lo Alaska's child passenger safety law. 1 strongly urge you to 
approve this legislation m its entirety during the cut rent legislative session.

As you know, motor vehicle crashes remain the leading cause of unintentional injury- 
related death among children ages 14 and under. Each year in the United States, nearly
1,600 child occupants ages J 4 and under die in motor vehicle crashes and close to
22S.OOO are injured as occupants m n’ot >j vehicles. I ’iirestrained children arc more 
likely to be injured, to sulfer more severe injuries, and to die in motor vehicle crashes 
than children who arc restrained.

I he Children's Hospital at Providence provides the hospital care to many of Alaska’s 
children who are seriously mjuied in automobile accidents So many ol these tragedies 
could be prevented or would have iess severity if the children had hcci^ adequately 
restrained.

Wc know that strong occupant protection laws that ate consistently enforced are one ol 
the best ways to prevent m p u ies  and save vliildicu’s lives. Senate Bill 2 1 S. il enacted 
into law, would close a significant gap in Alaska's . Inld occupant protection law by 
clearly requiring Mime older children t«• rule properly restrained in a booster scat or high 
weight harness clnld icsltaiiit, secured by the motor vehicle's safely belt system.

Il wc at I he t hildten’s I lospital at Providence can be "t any assistance to you regarding 
Senate Kill 2 IS, please do not hesitate lo contact me. Thank you tot youi leadership on 
this impoitaiii salety initiative loi Alaska's ehildien!

Sincerely. , ?,

ijuc/'J  A  ’ v X  - V  'A 4 )
Ricnaid Mamlsager. MJ.) '
Executive I htocior I he f'hildren's Hospital at Provnleiue

• • . /.► ti • 11 r- • i «** n • ,\, . i ii • .  . i t



S B  2 1 8
C hild Sal'etx Scats nhd Sent Belts

1) A  ch i ld  under  one  
year, or o ve r  one  year  
but under 20 pounds  
shall oe secured in a 
rear la c ing  c h i l d  safety 
seat

2) A  ch i ld  one  to 
four years o f  age  
w h o  is o ve r  20 
pounds  shall he 
proper ly  secured  
in a c h i l d  
restraint dev ice .

3) A  ch i l d  o ve r  four 
years, hut under  
eight years w h o  is 
less than 57 inches  
and under  <S0 
pounds  shall  he  
secured in a booster  
type seat or another  
ch i l d  passenger  
restraint system  
secured b y  a belt 
system.

4) A  c h i l d  over  
four years o f  age 
w h o  exceeds  the 
he ight  and w e ig h t  
requ irements  o f  3) 
shall be  secured in 
a seat belt.

5) A  ch i l d  between  
the ages o f  e ight  
and s ixteen w h o  
does not meet the 
height and w e ig h t  
requ irements  o f  3) 
shall  be secured in 
a ch i l d  safety d e ­
v i c e  or a seat hell, 
w h ic h e v e r  is appro ­
priate.

A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 9 8  -  A  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t  s e l l ,  o f f e r  

f o r  s a l e ,  o r  i n s t a l l  a  c h i l d  s a f e t y  d e v i c e  t h a t  

d o e s  n o t  m e e t  f e d e r a l  s t a n d a r d s



KIV

CA

★
IJT

A 7

% . $ r -  NH ★
h t v  i \ •• ANY.;   iv.i 'i iT*L-CTj"*

I d i  ★

Primary and Secondary U'.-v*;

Primary (AK,AL,C A C T.DC ,DE.O *•, H l(
I A.I LJ N.KV.LA.MC'.MI .M^NC.NI, 
NM, Mr.OK.OK.se. IN, IX.VVA)

StvLr.i1.irr1 v/iK.AZ.CO, IL. ID. K5 .WA ML.
MN .MO, M T.ND, NF. MV’QH 
Fm. RI.SP, IJ r.VAVT.Wl.'A'V.'A'Yt

H  N'i .nliiP trtliMy Ml ISA* (NH)

^  Sl,iN:s Manil.it irq Rcicisl-jr S.-al IJsa



FOR YOUR
^ p o s i t i o n i n g  B o o s t e r  S e a t s :  Easy to Use, A ffordable a n d  Safe

When your child reaches (lie- top weight 01 height for his child safety scat, his shoulders arc above the harness slots >>t his cars 
have reached the top of his child safety scat, lit needs a booster scat. A booster scat raises your child up so that the vehicle’s lap/ 
shoulder belt lits him correctly.

How do you use a booster seal?
• Read the booster scat and vehicle user manuals
• 1‘I.kc the booster seat in the hack seat in a position with a lap/shoulder belt. Never use a booster scat if there is only ,1 lap belt.
• After your child sits in the booster, pub the lap/shoulder belt across him and buckle the seat belt.
• Chci k to see if the belt crosses the shoul let between the neck and arm arid that the lap belt i; low and snug on the hips,

just touching the thighs

What type ot booster is best?
• Use a backless booster scat if the back seat ol yotli tai has bead tests or .1 liiglt se.. . ack, 

Otherwise, choose a high-back booster seat.
• I'ticcs start at $20 for a backless booster. More expensive seats arc not necessarily saler.

How effective are boosters? Why aren’t seat belts good enough?
• belt positioning boosters are salcst tor your school-age child in a crash Any restraint is better 

than no 1c .1r.nnt, hut boosters ate hU peiceni safer than seat belts alone. In a crash, pout-fitting 
seat hells can icsult in seiioos injuiy to a child ; abdomen, tuc k and head.

• Seal belts are made to lit adults I Util voin child is big enough, he needs a boost

Wlial to do il your child says, "But I'm a big kid now!"
• lell si mi child that the i.il .sill not muse until .vciyb"dy is buckled tip cilteuly
• I et vuuf child select his hoostei seat, and .nil him hnsv to buckle himself up.
• Mmw s.mt child that die huustti will let him m ■ 111 die window belli 1 and help make dir

s it belt soinhutable.
• I, li sou . luld di.it bonders ire lor big kids I )oiii 1 all a hoostei sc.il a iliihi. at.

When is il sale lo move my child Irom his booster seal to an adult seat hell?

V,mi . I ild should day in a bunsn 1 s-.it until the adult seat belt fit. usually when be is about 
i 0 m biijil.t ami is S to 1.! veals old I lie wat belt fit ptopetly when
• I In Iri'ilhk'f belt In s .0 loss tin . lu t. tli t ill lit, k 1 i Iact*
• ib ! ip bell is loss and nugaciossllietliip.il . not .icioss (be s(uiivich, .did
• file child is 1.ill enough t" si agunst die s.lmle eat back ssitii lus Icy;, bent at die knees ami 

li'l'l hanging dossil

I be 1 nlo ttit.it ion 1 oil Willed in dus public.ition should not be used as ,1 substitute lot die medic al s.ue and advice■ "I your prdi.it 10 ran
I In rr non’ be varuiuuit m iie.ituo ol di.it sum peih.itm ran in.o u • ommend based "it individual l ids ami 01 . unr.iam 1

Aim  1 ic an Ac .oh tin  
id I’oili.itiii s

l\irtum for 
f Inlti iWngcr Safely

• ••• 1 •«
I >'>*»*•*

Uyr«i«» V

/ 1 n inf.m;,II; u r.'ofwcsw chop eilll/caiseal

OO' I,III ftil
..11 i'f u:>i rj Mu'll mv/> 
; • Oil 1 ;;rrt lor



Report from the Alaska Trauma Registry on Motor Vehicle Injuries to Children
A query o f  the Alaska Trauma Registry data for the most recent years available, 2001 - 
2005, identifies 61 children, from birth through eight years o f  age, seriously in jured in a 
motor vehicle crash on the highway. The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration recommends that children he restrained in a child safety seat or belt 
positioning booster seat up through age eight.

All o f  these injuries required admission to the hospital, three died, and one two-year-old’s 
injuries resulted in quadriplcgia. O nly five o f  the 61 in jured children were recorded to 
have been restrained properly in the recom m ended child safety seat at the time o f  
injury -  and none o f  the four mentioned above was properly restrained. There was one  
additional injury, not included in the 55. which involved a fetus who was subsequently 
delivered by C-scction.

A further breakdown o f  age groups and safety equipment use is as follows:

3 restrained in child safety seats: 4 unrestrained
1 restrained in a child safety seat; 1 unrestrained; 2 unrecorded
2 in child safely seat ( I child scat failcd-was ejected); 2 with safety  
belt/harness; I unrestrained  
1 lap belt only; 5 unrestrained
15 with safety I It/harness: 9 lap belt only: 11 unrestrained:
4 unrecorded

< 1 year: 7 injured
1 year old: 4 injured
2 years old: 5 injured

3 years old: 6 injured
4-S years old: 39 injured

Total: 61

Clearly the incidence o f  not using restraints is very’ high among the injured population in 
this study. I lowever. also remarkable, is the incidence o f  improper restraint, especially  
among children ages 4 through S. Without hell positioning booster seals, this group is not 
adequately protected during a motor vehicle crash.

Tariq Ali & Martha Moore
Alaska Trauma Registry, Dept, o f l le a h l i  A  Social Services (IISS)
Section o f  Injury Prevention Ac hM S HIM MS)
Division o f  Public I lealth
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Preliminary Data Indicate That Booster Seat Laws Increase Child Safety Seat Use
O n  Juno 1, 2006, W is co n s in  enac ted  a c h i ld  passenger safety 
Saw re qu ir in g  c h i ld r e n  b e tw een  •! a n d  8 years o ld  or w h o  
w e ig h  be tw een  40 a n d  79 p o u n d s  and  are no  t a l l u  than 4 feel 
9 inches  to be restra ined in  b> os ier seals. T h e  l a w  does not 
requ ire  the booster seat to be p la c e d  in  a back seat. D u r in g  
a s ix-month grace p e r io d ,  p o l i c e  issued w r it ten  w a rn in g s  
instead of c ita t ions for first-time v io la t ions . B e g in n in g  
January 1,2007, p o l i c e  issued c ita t ions for v io la t io ns .

Prior to June 1, 2006, W is co ns in  law  requ ired  a l l c h tk l i e n  
und e r  4 to be in  c h i l d  restraints, a n d  c h i ld r e n  be tw een  4 
and 8 years o ld  lo  be in  c h i ld  restra ints or safety belts W h i l e  
W iscons in's c h i ld  passenger safety (Cl'S) law  is a p r im a ry  
enforcement law, m e a n in g  p o l i c e  can w r ite  tickets lo parents 
and careg ivers of im p ro p e r ly  restra ined c h i ld re n , W iscons in 's  
adu lt  seal belt la w  is a s e u u u la i  \ en forcemen t law  Pt 4ice can 
on ly  g iv e  an a du l t  seat bolt v io la t io n  if a d r iv e r  is p u l le d  o ve r  
for ano ther v io la t io n

The Wt: cons in Depa rtmen t Cif b a n  p sta t ion d e ve lo p ed  a 
one-page in fo rm a t ion  sheet a nd  card to p ro v id e  deta i ls  of lire 
new  law  tor law  enforcement personne l and the pub l ic  the  
W isconsin Bureau of transportat ion Sn le ly a Iso ran an artic le o n  
the n ew  law  in its M a y  newsletter. H ie  Am er ic an  A u tom ob i le  
Association (AAA) of W iscons in  and Sate K ids  W o i l d w id e  
i >KW) he ld  a new s  conference in M ad iso n  o n  l im e  I m  
i e i i] t i iv t i l ' i i  w i t h  S K W  cai seat i hecks a to o nd  the State

In . rder to exam ine  the idler tivene s el this I.e.. to m> i o ,t  e 

booster seat use am ong ch ild re n  ol booster seat age, the 

National i l ig h w a v  T r.d lie  Safety A d m in istra tio n  i o n ti.u  l-st 

w ith  Ir .m sA n a lv tu  ••. I l l  , and its subcontractor, P rogram  
Profession ils , In c , to co n d u it an observational su rv e y  

o| booster seat use m W isconsin  before and attei the law  

 ̂hanged

Method
lloostei seat observation Mies w e ie  located in u ih an  and 

stihu ihan  area1, and based on site pi rim ssion , h igh num bers 
of target vehicles enti lin g  llie  site, sate lv  and location 

I be most com m on sites w e ie  shopping i i  i i lc is  w ith  ie l.u l 
•totes that a ttra it the target vehicle gum p  <i*>* Wat M a rl.

U .S . Departm ent ol Transportation
N a t i o n a l  H i g h w a y  b a l K ;  P.af'Tv A i t n m u s i i . a  o n

Toys"F."Us); e lem en ta ry  schoo ls  a nd  c h i ld  care centers; hea lth  
cate centers; and  recreat iona l sites. A  c o n v e n ie n c e  s am p l in g  
app roach  was used

To ob ta in  cent t o l/ a  im p . in s o n  da la, booster seat observa t ions  
were a lso c o n d u c e d  in  M ic h ig a n ,  a n e ig h b o r in g  State that 
bad no  leg is la t iv e  act ion  for enac t ing  a booster seat law  
U n d e r  M ic h ig a n 's  law, a l l c h i ld r e n  u n d e r  the age of 4 must 
be in  a c h i ld  restraint system, and  c h i ld r e n  b e tw een  4 and  
16 must w ea r a seal be lt . A l l  front-seat occupan ts  m us t  wear 
seal be l ls . H ow eve r ,  i n  M ic h ig a n ,  bo th  C PS  a nd  seat be lt laws 
are p r im a ry  en fo rcemen t laws

Base l in e  data was co l le c ted  m  the M i lw a u k e e ,  W is co ns in ,  
area M a y  9-11, 2006, and  in  the Detro it , M ic h ig a n ,  area 
M a y  IK-24, 2006 Post in t e r v e n t io n  data was  co l le c ted  
m  W is co ns in  S ep tem be r  6-23, 2006, a nd  in  M ic h ig a n  
Sep tem ber I I to O c to b e r  3, 2006.

I Tala collet, tut s s ta t ioned  in  pm  k in g  lots a nd  targeted t i n  vers 
w h o  were  (a) pa rk in g  the ir  cars; and , (b) transport ing  at least 
im e  c h i ld  passenger a p p e a r in g  to be 4 to 8 years o ld . U p o n  
receiv ing, the dr iver 's  p e rm is s io n  to p a r l i i  ipate m  tlve s lu d v .  
data co llectors noted the v e h ic le  type, n um be r  of p a v .e n g e i  -. 
seat ing pos it ions , sex. a n d  restraint use.

Results
I  Tverall, t h e d i  i v e r .m d  v e h ic le  c h a r a i t c i  is l i i  ‘. ( e g  p. .. outage 
of fema le  versus ma le , race, v e h ic le  types, ,m d  n um be r  ol 
o n  up .m ix) were amtl. it m  Wt cous in  in d  M ic h ig a n  d u r in g  
the p ic  atul post in t e r ve n t io n  per iods

A lt h o u g h  booster seal t e e  am o n g  i l i i l i h e i i  4 to 8 years o ld  
increased from 10 to •!:>11 pen cut in  W is co ns in  and  from  38 n 
I o to 2 peii i ’ill m M e l u g . in  d m  mg, this sam e pet m l .  these 
iru lease1, were not 1 tat is t ic . i i ly  s ign if ican t  (see lah le 1)
I |i n ew e r , d u im g  the p i e  a nd  post-honslei-se.il law  p e r io d  
the overa l l patterns ot lestram t tr.e (sately b e l ’, c h i ld  safe ly 
seat [( SS|, booster, a nd  m u e s l i .m ie d )  ti>r c h i ld r e n  1 to H 
changed  s ign if ican t ly  m  W r. i on  •an q n . ’) a nd  m  M k  lu g an  
ip-- 01) In t'o lh States the n n m b e i  o | . lu ld r e n  m  > h i ld  safety 
eats and boo  lei -eats me leased, and  the n um b e r  o t . l t i l d i e n

t . s i . f j e i v  h ■’ • ey A ce i . o ' I  iVast, r n jft if >. I 1 PtltiOU
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in  scat bells decreased. However, in  Wisconsin, the number 
o f unrestrained children remained relatively stable, while  the 
num ber in M ichigan increased.

Ta b le  1. R e s lia in l Use lot B o o s le r-Se a l-A y e  Ch ildren
Wisconsin Michigan

Pre
N=407

Post
fJ=355

Pre
fl=4/2

Post
14=465

Sately Belt 30 7% 211% 45 G¥G 35 1%

CSS 8 6% 118% 30% 73%
Booster 400% -15 9% 38 6% 40 2%
UrirestiameU 20 6?i 211% 12 9% IS 8%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100 0% 100.0%

Since there is a large variation in children's sizes bet iveen *1 to 8 
years o ld, smaller children w ou ld  be appropriate ly restrained 
in CSSs w ith  internal harnesses while  larger children would 
be appropriate ly restrained in boo .ter seals I here is also 
some variation in upper weight lim its  fo r forward-facing 
CSSs w ith  internal harnesses (e.g., from -10 to80 pounds), soa 
child -It) pounds or over may -.till be appropriately restrained 
in a CSS.

Figure  1. Ch ild ren  Ages 4 lo 8 A ppropria te ly  Restra ine d  in 
C h ild  P a sse n g e r Se a ls  or Booster S e a ls

60%

Pro Post

— • ■ — • P.* f

A  i hi s>|iiaie lo-.| wu*. perform ed to ilctoi n a no il llu 'ie  w as a 

ig iiitn  ant ili lfc ie iu  e lio in  Ih r p ie  to p e .i  h r . lei l iv .p e n o d  

m the num ber nl ch ild ren  w ho  w ere  app io p ria teh  w  nam ed 

c\uhoiit leg au l to the t\p o o l < In ld  i< t ia in i le in  Ih u - ■ n 

a p p iiip ila te ly  le s lia in i'd  ■ liild  o tilil I '"  tid ing  in a bonsiei 
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w eie  app ropria te ly  ie,strained tiu in  belote to a lle i the law  

ip  0.1) w h ile  the le a il l  tor Mu h i) .m  o e ie  ri •! -agintn in!

I lie O llll'lll.llio n  ol < s s  III.I boo tel e.il li e III W ei oil III

'; {s | . j ’l f im ia  . ' l io i  :i «
N c i l i o n o l  H i g h w a y  T io ff ic  Sc iloty  
A d m in i i t r o t i o n
I 11 11 ■ vv |t.*l ii t Am I iik ' ' I ' ! ] | I M*
W.i . | i i n i ; l .  'ii I H .'s .'/II

showed an increase o f 9.1% (18.6% to 57.7%) and the same 
combination yielded an increase in M ichigan of 5.9% (11.6% 
to 47 5%, see Figure 1),

There was also a trend for children inappropria te ly restrained 
for their age (e g , in seal bells or completely unrestrained). 
In Wisconsin, the number of children in seat bells and the 
number of children who were completely unrestrained 
decreased 9.1% (51.3% before the law; 12 2% after the law). In 
M ichigan during  this same period the num ber of children in 
seal belts and the number o f children w ho were unrestrained 
decreased (>% (58.5% before the law; 52 5% after the law).

For both States, over ha lf of the booster seals were the backless 
type in the pre- and post-intervention periods. Over one-third 
of the booster seals were belt-positioning, high-back models 
m the pre- and post-intervention periods. About 10% were 
combination seats and only about 2% were shield boosters 
in each period.

Conclusions
These findings offer the first indications that Wisconsin's 
Booster Seat I aw had the effect of increasing ch ild  restraint 
system use (( SS or booster seats) (or children -1 to 8 years 
aid However, this study has lim ita tions because it used a 
convenience sample. W hile not necessarily representative 
ol the State, the study tmdmgs show a significant change in 
the direction of safer practices from pre- to post- Wisconsin’s 
booster se.it law change

It can be mti i m l that the booster -vat law m otivated parents 
and caregiver-, to move their children into some Ivpe ol 
restraint that was appropriate for the ch ild ’s age and weight. 
Since llie ie  was no concomitant change in the com pan ion  
State : i >Mu pre to post intervention (no ch ild  booster scat 
law was implemented in Michigan), it may be- intern I that 
ill'* im lease in appropriate ly ie •traim d ih ild ie n  in  Wi- . >rvm 
was the result ot the new law.

How lo Order
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