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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: J_
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSSB 216(TRA)

(S) Publish Dale: 2/8/08

Identifier (file name); SB 216-DOT-NDE-02-06-08 Dopl. Affected: DOT&PF

Title Act Designaling AK Hwy/Richardson Hwy as the Purple Heart RDU Highways and Aviation
Component Northern Region Hwys and Aviation

Sponsor Senator Ellis
Requester Senale Transportation Component Number 2068
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted Delow.
Appropriation
Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual 150.0
Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 150.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

jCAPITAL EXPENDITURES I . [ | I I |

JCHANGEIN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF 150.0

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Menta! Health

Other Interngencv Receipts

TOTAL 150.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost:

POS IT IONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach n sopurntopagu ifnecessary)

Installation of six (G) major signs (approx 5'x12), six (6) minor signs (4.5'x3"), and thrco (3) informational kiosks along
locations on tho Richardson and Alaska Highways, The cost forinitial installation incudes tho concrete foundatations
and crash supports that lireakway inan accident A contractor will Install those signs under tho direction of the

Department,
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Phono 465-4772
Date/Tirne 2/6/08 2:00 PM

Date 2/6/2008

Prepared by: Mary Siroky
Division DOT&PF. Commissioner's Olfico

Approved by: Nancy Single
Director ol Division ol Administration
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A laska State Legislature

House

Official Business Pouch V
Stale Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

House of Representatives
Letter of Intent
for
Senate Bill 216

“It is the intent of the House of Representatives that Bridge #503, which crosses
the Gerstle River on the Alaska H|ﬁhway, and was designated as the Black
Veterans Recognition Bridge by Chapter 42, SLA 93, be also concurrently
recognized as & historical monument honoring the contributions of the 93u, 94'1
95", 97" Battalions and 388InRegiment, commonly referred to as the “Black
Engineer Corps”. Because of the'significant contributions to the construction of
the"1,522 mile long Alaska Highway during World War 1I by these soldiers, it is
our Intent that the Black Veterans Recognifion Bridge be recognized as a
significant point on the Purple Heart Trail on the Alaska Highway."



Al k tat L islatur
aska State egislature White in Session

Senate Labor and Commerce !
Committee, Chair Slate Capitol, Rm. 9
o Juneau, AK 99801
Legislative Budget and Audit (907) 465-370*1
N Fax:(907)465-2529
Committee
[ ]
While in Anchorage
Senate Rules Committee 716 W. 46 Ave, Ste.440
Anchorage, AK 99501
Committee on Committees (907) 269-0169
Fax: (907)259-0172
Senator Joiinny E111is

Senate M ajority Leader

Sponsor Statem ent

sB 216: Purple Heart Tralil

The Purple Heart medal is a United States military decoration awarded in the name of the
President to those who have been wounded or killed in service to their country. SB 216 seeks to
recognize and honor recipients by establishing a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

The Purple Heart Trail is a national project to designate portions of the interstate highway
system as “The Purple Heart Trail System”, reminding Americans of the sacrifices made by their men
and women in uniform. The original Purple Heart Trail was established in the Commonwealth of

Virginia at Mt. Vernon and runs the length of the Virginia Highway.

Today, the Purple Heart Trail extends across the nation. Signage drawing attention to the
designation is placed at appropriate intervals along the highways to stimulate thought and discussion
among adults and children alike in contemplating the history of this nation, and those who have

sacrificed for it.
Alaska’s participation in this national effort is long overdue. We have a strong military

tradition; an estimated 73,000 resident veterans, approximately 25,000 active duty military, and more
serving in the National Guard. In recent months, many returning Alaskan soldiers have been honored

with the Purple Heart Medal.
The Alaska Highway, completed during World War Il by the US Army to serve as a supply
route, is an apt choice for the designation as “Purple Heart Trail System”. Signs designating the Purple

Ilcart Trail will be seen by both visitors and residents alike and will demonstrate that Alaska
recognizes ami honors the sacrifices made by our wounded and fallen soldiers.

Please join me in supporting the establishment of a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

SmoturJohnny Flits Slate Capitol, Am. 9 Juneau, AK 99601 I'luine: (90?) A65.3704 Fax (90?) 4fiS-25J9*nutil; SenatorJohnnyj:ilts@ le.slf'nie.iik.us



Alaska State Legislature While in Session

State Capitol, Rm. 9
Juneau, AK 9980!

—— . (907)465-3704
Legislative Budget and Audit Fax:(907)465-2529

Committee

Senate Labor and Commerce
Committee, Chair

While in Anchorage
Senate Rules Committee 716 W. 4* Ave.Stc. 440
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907)269-0169

Committee on Committees
Fax: (907) 269-0172

Senator Johnny E11is

Senate M ajority Leader

MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 8 2008
T0: Senator Bert Stedman
Senate Finance Committee Co-Chair
FROM: Senator Johnny Ellis
RE: Explanation of changes to SB 216 - Purple Heart Trail

These changes were made in consultation with the Department of Transportation.

SB 216 CS SB 216 (TRA)
25-1.5S12S0VA 25-151280\C
-Sets minimum sign size at 20” X 30” -Allows DOT to determine the most appropriate
-Requires signs to be placed at terminus sign size
of highway and every 50 miles -Designates Fairbanks, Delta Junction, Tok Junction, and
throughout the Canadian border for laige signs with smaller

signs at the midpoints .
-Specifics content of informational pullout displays

Senator Johnny Ellis Stale Capitol. IIm VJuneau, AK 9961)11'hime: (90?) 46S-MIU Fee (90?) 46S-JS29 email. SenatorJohnnyJ'Ahsfplkgn uate ak in



P.0. Box 196650

Municipality Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650
AN\ Telephone: (907) 343-4431

of L
Anchoragm Mark Begrcli, Mayor

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

January 4, 2008

Senator Johnny Ellis
State Capitol, Room 9
Juneau, AK 99501-1152

Subject: Letter of Support

Dear Senator Ellis:

The purpose of this letter is to express our unconditional support of the initiative of
Chapter 593 of the Military Order of the Purple Heart to secure Alaska’s participation in the
National Purple Heart Trail System. The idea of designating major highways as portions of a
National Purple Heart Trail originated in Virginia in 1992 Since that time, the trail has extended

with designations across much of the Lower 48,

The Interstate Highway System, seen as a tangible symbol of our freedom - the ability to
get up and go anywhere, anytime - provides an opportunity for a visible and poignant reminder
of the sacrifices of Americans who have shed blood to protect our freedom. For those states that
participate in this trail system, a simple highway designation with appropriate signage does just

that.

Given the significant military population in our Great State and the many thousands of
vetcnms who make Alaska home, we see our participation in this program as both a fitting
tribute to serving military and out veterans and as an important reminder of their service and
sacrifice. To all who travel Alaska’s stretch of the Purple Heart Trail, our participation in this
designation program says wc recognize the sacrifice, we care about those who do and have
served our country and we remember freedom is not free.

We strongly encourage your support of this important initiative.

Sincerely,
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TO: State of Alaska
Senator Ted Stevens
Senator Johnny Ellis
Representative Don Young
Representative Berta Gardner

We are proud to offer our strong support for Alaska to be a part of the “Purple Heart
Trail”. We think its simple visible message is well deserved by those who bravely

gave ;o much of themselves in defending this nation.

This worthy project can be of great benefit to our community and the State ofAlaska.
We believe that those who sec the signs will have a better understanding of the
sacrifices made by those who wear the Purple Heart. We believe that the traveling
public, whether Alaskans or visitors, will realize that we care about our wounded
veterans. We further believe that the signs will hear witness that we in Alaska not
only care about our wounded veterans, but we arc willing to put forth the effort to

visibly display our deepest fondness for their sacrifice.

Many who travel our roads will surely know or be related to awounded veteran or a
veteran who lost their life in defense of our nation. The warm feeling they obtain will
certainly be in their minds as they traverse the roads of our great state. By showing
them we care we can instill a kind Alaskan memory of their travels, and hopefully

we will see them again.

Be it known to all that the community of TOK Alaska will be proud to be part of
the Purple Heart Trail. We support it and we encourage all Alaskans to support it as

well.,

Sincerely yours.

John \. Kusvniak. [Vemilciil
Imiu- sal- H." I: (VII —u| m .iv/HS win

lin.nl {iiliitO' nisM iiak.com
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DON YOUNG
TRANSPORTATION
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Senate President Lyda Green House Speaker John Harris
State Capitol, Room 111 State C. pitol, Room 208
Juneau, AX 99801-1182 Juneau, AK 99801-1182

February 19 2008
D)

Speaker Harris and President Green,

| am writing to express my support for Alaska House Bill 283, the Purple Heart
Trail Act and the version introduced into the Alaska State Senate, SB 216 and to urge the
legislature pass this bill and create a Purple Heart Trail in our state.

Over 20 states have seen fit to designate some portion of their road system as the
Purple Heart Trail and place signs with replica Purple Hearts along the roads. These
signs would honor those veterans who have earned a Purple Heart and would help to
bring their heroic actions and sacrifices to tiic attention of Alaskans.

Alaska has the highest number of veterans per capita of any state, with an
estimated 73,000 veterans that call our state home. Those veterans, along with the active
duty military that serve in our state and the members of the Alaska National Guard
deserve all the recognition ihcy can get. Designating the Alaska Highway ami a portion
of the Richardson Highway as the Purple Heart Trail would be an appropriate way to
honor the many Alaskans that have camcd a Purple Heart and the many others that have

served our country in the Military.

Please ¢ciler passing either HB 283 or SB 216 this session and honoring those
who have done so ..iucli for our country.

Sincerely,

DON YOUNG
Congressman for All Alaska
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| want to personally thank each and everyone one of you for taking the time
out of your busy workload to work on the Purple Heart Trail issue

(SB21 /H5283§. | have sort of made this a personal crusade and | have
been working hard on this issue for about a year now. It is a real joy to see
it moving forward in the legislative process.1 can assure you that Alaska
veterans are ga|n|n% a sincere and larger appreciation for the work that you
"our Juneau supporters™ are Futtmg forth for veterans. Please continue with

your caring efforts and don't let them down.

Representative Gardner and Senator Ellis have gone out of their way to help
me get this going and | am so very appreciative for their devoted
assistance. 'want to extend that appreciation to those of you who now
have this issue before you and | want to thank you in advance for your
future endeavors on behalf of our wounded combat vets.

| firmly believe that the Purple Heart Trail will do two things: one it will
establish a visible honor for "ALL" wounded and deceased combat veterans,
and two it will provide visual proof to all who travel the Purple Heart Trail
that Alaska not only cares but that we show we care.

The Purple Heart Trail aIread¥ exists in 42 other states as well as Guam. |
just want Alaska to be part of something very sEemal. | submit that the
many Alcan travelers who see these signs, and know or be related to

someone who was killed or wounded in battle, will be very appreciative to

Alaska for showing that we care.

On behalf of our wounded combat vets | thank you for your support and |
anxiously await the day this important legislation is passed in Juneau.

My phone number is 907/562-4254.
My email address is ronakphcaqci.net

Once again, thank you so very kindly;
Yours in Patriotism;

Ron Siehels
MOPH, Alaska



PHT126

>

Legend: Wk ite
Background: Green
Route Plaque: Black on White

Make symbol proportional
to graphic shown.

Road Doth*ranus fvicftes)
Class B C D E F G I
Exfrwy/Fwy 150 72 10 0 0
N R u*
S.75 13H.5 1325 24 435 10 30 1175
*rVgpdfcciAcly so*4' Entim lo IWmmii

ALASKA >10N DCSION 11BCIfICATIONI PCNDINO



PHT-sml

Border and Legend: White *See Appendix B-4 for
Background: Green Standard Arrow Details.
Marker: Black on White

Make symbol proportional to graphic shown

LetlirSize Dknensions (iracties)
fritfiesi A B C D E F G H J K
5 30 54 075 225 1JL.2 4 24 3 5 2.5

ALASKA SION DISION 8IECIPICATIONS Sanding















RESOLUTION 2 38-05

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA
DESIGNATE THE ALASKA HIGHWAY
AS A “PURPLE HEART TRAIL”
WITHIN THE ALASKA ROAD SYSTEM

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to never forget those who have given their lives and
shed their blood in defense of this great nation; and

WHEREAS, a Purple Heart Trail system has been established throughout the major road
system of the lower 48 states; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is geographically located at the far northwest reaches of the | Niicd
States of America; and

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of Alaska’s citizens, Alaska’s veterans, and Alaska’s
tourism industry to be part of the Purple Heart Trail system; nnd

WHEREAS, Alaska is proud tojoin this worthy effort in providing America with the
ability toestablish this Purple Heart Trail all across America; and

WHEREAS, the placement of signs indicating “Purple Heart Trail” will simply indicate a
part of a nationally existing system; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Purple Heart Trail within Alaska will in no way
change the name or numerical designation of any existing road; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway has a well established historical military significance
since it was built during the WWI1 era for military purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Highway is the best choice to establish and continue the Purple
Heart Trail into the confines of the Alaska Road System*



Resolution 2008-05 Purple Heart Trail within the Alaska Rood System Page 2 of 2

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The City Council for the City of Deltalunction by
this resolution hereby requests the State of Alaska provide for the signage and
placement of the Purple Heart Trail signs at approximately 50 mile intervals along the
corridor of the Alaska Highway system within Alaska beginning at Beaver Creek and

extending on to DeltaJunction; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: Tnorder to inform all travelers, a sign designating
the purpose for the Purple Heart Trail also be placed with the Purple Heart Trail signs at
strategic locations such as entering or leaving the vicinities of Beaver Creek, Northway,
Tok, Dot lake, and Deltalunction; that explains the reason for the Purple Heart Trail;

and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The designated note of purpose signs read as follows:

IN HONOR OF THOSE BRAVE PATRIOTS
WHO SHED THEIR BLOOD
WHILE ENGAGED IN THE SELFLESSACT OF
DEFENDING OUR NATIONS FREEDOM

PASSED AND /APPROVED by a duly constituted quorum of the Delta Junction City
Council this 4th day of December 2007,

JU A% cityofdeltajunction

ATTEST

Pat White, City Clerk
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20 wounded soldiers

receive Purple Heart

Twenty with combat injunes honored for
‘warrior spirit’

By GEORGE BRYSON

gbrysonOadn.com

Published: October 17, 2007
Last Modified: October 17, 2007 at 12:55 PM

Twenty Purple Heart medals rested in the serving tray Tuesday
while 19 Fort Richardson-based soldiers wounded In Iraq stood

at attention as best they could -- some leaning on canes, one
missing a leg, a few with injuries to the head.

One by one the medals were pinned

on their chests by Maj, Gen. Stephen

Lay field, the senior Army

commander in Alaska, who sternly

told about 200 onlookers to "never

ever miss the chance to say thank
Click lo on'jrge  yOU" to the men -- all of whom are
Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry
Division.
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Comment on this *tory
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Print -
_ The ways they were injured were as

Olgg this ied thei d S

Seed Newsvine varied as their wounds. Some were

Send link via AIM riding in vehicles that were hlasted

apart by projectiles. Some were hit
by roadside hombs. Some were
walking on patrols and shot by
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unseen snipers.
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ERIK HILL / Anchorage Daily News
enlarge

Staff Sgt. Chad LeBInnc of Anchorage receives
his Purple Heart medal from Maj. Gen. Stephen
Laylield. senior Army commander in Alaska, as
f9 soldiers assigned lo the 41h Brigade Combat
Team (Airborne). 25th Inlarttrv Division received
their medals Tuesday at Foil Richardson

Related story content

Purple Heart recipients
Photos: 4th Brigade In Iraq
Photos: Military home front
Fallen soldier profiles

More military coverage

More top stories »

Slimed Kodiak eagles get baths, TLC m
Anchorage

Lawmakers face short session, much work
$2.4 million seuomecnt ends teens' Jbuse case
District GOP leaders call for Cowdery to resign

Pursuit of truck ends in driver's death

But Staff Sgt. Chad LeBlanc, of Anchorage, may have lud the most unusual tale to tell. He was
stationed at an nutpost south of Baghdad and was just preparing to lie down for the night inside
his “can” eea small mobile trailer just large enough for two bunks - when he heard the sound of

mortar fire outside.

Sticking his head out the door, LeBlanc just had hme to see a mortar round blast into a

htip://dwl).a(Jn.com/fronl/suny/938.5237p-9298618c.liiml
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neighboring trailer -- one that was usually occupied by his buddy, Sgt. Lst Class Joshua
Ferguson, who just then was away on leave In Alaska.

Shrapnel from the blast hit LeBlanc In the stomach and limbs and burnt his face and arms. Before
falling into shock, he managed to find help.

“I'ran about 25 meters to where the medics were and laid down on the ground and told them
what happened," he recalled. "Then they put me on a helicopter, I went to Baghdad -- and that

was it."

Inan operating room, doctors removed 14 pieces of shrapnel from LeBlanc's arm and a hig
chunk from his side. The shrapnel that entered his stomach had to be removed through his back

-an operation that has since made the 32-year-old Alaskan less mobile.
He knows it could have been worse. He could have been Inside the trailer that took the direct hit
— Ferguson's trailer. As it happened, however, his buddy didn't make it through their deployment
unscathed either,
Returning to their unit —a team within the 425th Brigade Special Troops Battalion that trains g
Iragi army forces — Ferguson was badly wounded about five weeks later when his vehicle was ;
struck by an armor-piercing projectile. |
The blast tore up his lower legs and shattered his left knee. Ultimately the leg would have to he
amputated. On Tuesday, Ferguson was standing in the ranks with the other Purple Heart
recipients, supported by a cane and a prosthetic leg.
I

"I set a record getting out of Walter Reed (Medical Cenfer) for an amputee," Ferguson said,
noting how anxious he was to return to Fort Richardson and his family. Now he's hoping to
remain in the military — he's served :1 years so far —and in Alaska.
“If I'could stay here until I retire in nine \ears, that would be perfect," he said.
Spc. William Swails, a native of Rockingham, N.C. -- wno received his second Purple Heart on
Tuesday after suffering snrapnel wounds !o his hand and arm —is hoping to remain on active
duty in Alaska too. His wife, Chastity, is c irrenhy enrolled in the nursing program at the
University of Alaska Anchorage.
Spc. Justin Tauriainen, who grew up in Anchorage -- and returned by motor home to a large
throng of friends and family greeting him it the Muldoon overpass last week -- received a Purple
Heart as well.
On May 21, his armored engineer vehicle was struck by "multiple IEDS," the improvised
explosive devices his unit was charged with removing. Tauriainen, 23, sustained nel wounds
to his head, back, hands and legs.
Before pinning the medals on the assembled soldiers ¢ 5gt. Casey Wright of Tucson, Anz., was
unable to attend the ceremony e Layfield emphasized their collective bravery.
"We're forever in your debt,” he said. "We acknowledge your sacrifice and we acknowledge your
warrior spirit and we acknowledge what yoj did for our country."
Find George Bryson online at adn.com/contact/gbryson or call 257-43 IB.

1/15/2008
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http://www.purpleheart.org/purple-heart-trail.html

Purple Heart Trail was initially established in the Commonwealth of Virginia from its
start point at Mt. Vernon. VA. Through positive legislative support of the Virginia
General Assembly and through the leadership of two of its governors, The Honorable
George Allen (now U.S. Senator) and incumbent Governor James Gilmore the trail now
extends down Virginia highway 235 (the Mt. Vernon Parkway) to US Route It1, thence to
195 All of 1% is designated the Purple Heart Trail from the Potomac River in
Alexandria, on the Maryland border, down to the State of North Carolina. It branches otf
at Fredericksburg on Virginia Highway 3 (the Kings Highway) to Stafford County and
thence to the George Washington Birthplace National Monument in Westmoreland
County, VA. Another leg goes eastward on 1-64 at Richmond, the state capital, to the city
ofNorfolk. The Virginia Department of Transportation has placed ‘Purple Heart frail'
signs at all rest .tops on 1-%and 1-64and at other special points along the total trail.

Ultimately, the Purple Lean Trail will be extended from Virginia to all other states and
major cities of the United States. Historically, the Purple Heart Trail concept was inspired
by the George Washington Chapter -M732 of Frederickshurg/Spotsylvania, VA. in 1992
In convention of the Order, the delegates voted to approve a resolution establishing a
symbolic Purple Heart Trail throughout the 50 states. With the Commonwealth of

Virginia being the home of the two distinguished general officers involved in the
development of the Purple Heart. Generals Washington and MacArthur. the Department

of Virginia members of the Order took the lead to institute The Purple Heart Irail in
Virginia, with a memorial marker to be erected and dedicated at Mt. Vernon as the start

point of the trail.
In 1996. the General Assembly of the Commonwealth approved the lirsl step in

establishing the Purple Heart Trail parallel to 1-9% and that portion of Virginia Route 3
from Washington's birthplace in Westmorland County, VA. to his boyhood home at


http://www.purpleheart.org/pu

htt'-j://w\vw.pnrpleheart.ori»/purple-heart-trail.html

Ferry Fann in Stafford County, VA. In 1998, through subsequently legislative fiat, the
trail was extended to Norfolk, VA. ending at the tomb of General Douglas MacArthur on
Interstate c4 from Richmond (1-95) to Norfolk and to Mt. Vernon. The purpose of the
Purple Heart Trail is to commemorate the patriotic American heritage given to us by
George Washington and General MacArthur and for the people of Virginia, and
ultimately all the states, to memorialize those service persons who have had the Purple
Heart medal bestowed on them or their next of kin for wounds received in combat in

defense of our nation.

INTERSTATE Purp e
Heart

35. )

Trail

By marking these trails with appropriate signage, it was conceived that the automobile
and the Interstate Highway System represent very tangible symbols of our freedom; the
ability to get up and go anywhere anytime. While taken for granted by so many, this and
so many other freedoms we enjoy as Americans have been earned through (he sacrifice of
millions of Americans who have shed their blood and the many who have died in defense
of freedom and liberty. The signage was intended as a reminder that freedom is not free
and would stimulate thought and discussion among adults and children alike in
contemplating the bountiful heritage enjoyed by all Americans as part of their legacy.

Major highways are the ideal setting for this virtual trail, and ultimately, the Military
Graer of the Purple lean would like to see the entire Interstate Highway System,
conceived by General Dwight D. Eisenhower during his tenure as President of the United
States, designated as major portions of the Purple Heart Trail. Instructional kits have been
developed and are in the hands of all Department Commanders on how to initiate
necessary legislation in their respective states to implement the continued growth of the

Purple Heart Trail System.

National Commander l.ouie Spinelli has accepted expansion of the trail as a major thrust
of his leadership during his term of office. We who are on the forefront of this great
effort, can take great pride in establishing this system as a most noble and patriotic
endeavor of the Military Order of the Purple Heart that will become an indelible part of
our continuing service to this great nation. If your state is not jet on board, we encourage
all local chapters to lake this up within the scope of their Americanism projects. Most
legislatures have been found to be most receptive in support of legislative initiatives
required to implement the program, flic mood of the country is also such that many
salons would welcome the opportunity to offer the necessary legislative language lo make

il happen. God Bless America, our home, sweet home!





