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Official  Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House

Po u ch  V 
S tale Cap i tol  

Ju n e au ,  A laska  9 9 8 11

House o f Representatives 
Letter o f Intent 

for
Senate Bill 216

“It is the intent of the House of Representatives that Bridge #503, which crosses 
the Gerstle River on the Alaska Highway, and was designated as the Black 
Veterans Recognition Bridge by Chapter 42, SLA 93, be also concurrently 
recognized as a historical monument honoring the contributions of the 93ul, 94'1', 
95"', 97"' Battalions and 388lh Regiment, commonly referred to as the “Black 
Engineer Corps". Because of the significant contributions to the construction of 
the 1,522 mile long Alaska Highway during World War II by these soldiers, it is 
our intent that the Black Veterans Recognition Bridge be recognized as a 
significant point on the Purple Heart Trail on the Alaska Highway."



Senate Labor and Commerce 
Committee, Chair 

•
Legislative Budget and Audit 

Committee 
•

Senate Rules Committee 

Committee on Committees

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
White in Session 

Slate Capitol, Rm. 9 
Juneau, AK 99801 

(907) 465-370*1 
Fax:(907)465-2529

While in Anchorage 
716 W. 46  Ave, S te.440 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 269-0169 
Fax: (907)259-0172

S e n a t o r  J o i i n n y  E l l i s  

S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

SB 216: Purple Heart Tra il

The Purple H eart medal is a United States m ilitary decoration aw arded in the nam e o f  the 
President to those w ho have been wounded or killed in service to their country. SB 216 seeks to 
recognize and honor recipients by establishing a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

The Purple Heart Trail is a national project to designate portions o f  the interstate highway 
system  as “The Purple Heart Trail System ”, rem inding Am ericans o f  the sacrifices m ade by their men 
and w om en in uniform . The original Purple Heart Trail was established in the Com m onwealth o f  
V irginia at M t. Vernon and runs the length o f  the Virginia Highway.

Today, the Purple Heart Trail extends across the nation. Signage draw ing attention to the 
designation is placed at appropriate intervals along the highways to stim ulate thought and discussion 
am ong adults and children alike in contem plating the history o f  this nation, and those who have 
sacrificed for it.

A laska’s participation in this national effort is long overdue. W e have a strong m ilitary 
tradition; an estim ated 73,000 resident veterans, approxim ately 25,000 active duty m ilitary, and more 
serving in the National Guard. In recent m onths, m any returning A laskan soldiers have been honored 
w ith the Purple Heart M edal.

The A laska H ighw ay, com pleted during W orld W ar II by the US A rm y to serve as a supply 
route, is an apt choice for the designation as “Purple Heart Trail System ”. Signs designating the Purple 
I Icart Trail will be seen by both visitors and residents alike and will dem onstrate that Alaska 
recognizes ami honors the sacrifices m ade by our wounded and fallen soldiers.

Please jo in  m e in supporting the establishm ent o f  a Purple Heart Trail in Alaska.

S m o tu r  Johnny Flits Slate Capitol, A'm. 9 Juneau, AK 99601 I'luine: (90?) A65.3704 Fax (90?) 4fiS-2SJ9*nutil; Senator Jo h n n y j:ilts@ le .slf'n ie .iik .u s



Senate Labor and Commerce 
Committee, Chair 

•
Legislative Budget and Audit 

Committee 
•

Senate Rules Committee 

Committee on Committees

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e While in Session 
State Capitol, Rm. 9 
Juneau, AK 9980!

(907)465-3704
Fax:(907)465-2529

While in Anchorage 
716 W. 4* Ave.Stc. 440 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907)269-0169 
Fax: (907) 269-0172

S e n a t o r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  

S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y  L e a d e r

M E M O R A N D U M

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  8, 2008

T O :  S e n a to r  B e r t  S tedm an
Sena te  F in a n c e  C om m it te e  C o- C h a ir

F R O M :  S e na to r  J o h n n y  E l l i s

R E :  E x p la n a t io n  o f  changes to SB 216 - P u rp le  H e a r t  T r a i l

T hese changes w ere  made in  consultation w ith  the Department o f  Transportation.

SB  216
25-LS12S0VA

- Sets m in im um  s ign s ize  at 20” X  30”
- Requ ires s igns to be p la ced  at term inus

o f  h ig hw a y  and every 50 m i le s  
throughout

C S  SB  216 (TRA )
25-LS1280\C

- A l low s  D O T  to determ ine the most appropriate
sign size

- Designates Fairbanks, De lta Junction, Tok  Junction, and
the Canad ian border for la ige signs w ith  smaller 
signs at the m idpo in ts

- Spec if ics content o f  in formationa l pu l lout displays

Senator Johnny Ellis Stale Capitol. Ilm V Juneau, AK 9961)11'hime: (90?) 46S-M IU F ee  (90?) 46S-JS29 email. Senator Jo h n n yJ 'A h sfp lkg n  ua te  ak in



M un icipa lity

Anchorage
o f
»e

7
^ \ \  Telephone: (907) 343-4431

M ark  Beg rc li, M ayo r

P.O. Box 196650 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6650

Fax: (907) 343-4499
11 tip://\vw\v. nnm i. org

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R

January 4, 2008

Senator J ohnny  E l l i s  
State C ap ito l ,  R o om  9 
Juneau, A K  99S01-11S2

Subject: Letter o f  Support

Dear Senator E l l is :

T h e  purpose o f  this letter is to express our uncond it iona l support o f  the in it ia t iv e  o f  
Chapter 593 o f  the M i l i t a r y  Order o f  the Purple Heart to secure A la ska ’s part ic ipa t ion  in  the 
Na t iona l Purp le  Heart T ra i l System. T he  idea o f  des ignating m a jo r h ig hw ay s  as portions o f  a 
Nat iona l Purp le  Heart T ra i l or ig inated in  V ir g in ia  in  1992. S ince that t ime, the trail has extended 
w ith  des ignations across much o f  the Lower 48.

T h e  Interstate H ig hw a y  System, seen as a tang ib le symbol o f  ou r freedom - the ab i l ity  to 
get up and go anywhere , any t ime - prov ides an opportun ity for a v is ib le  and po ignan t rem inder 
o f  the sacr if ices o f  Amer icans w ho  have shed b lood  to protect our freedom . Fo r  those states that 
partic ipate in  this trail system, a s im p le  h ig hw ay  designation w ith  appropriate s ignage does just 
that.

G iv e n  the s ign if ican t m i l i ta ry  popu la t ion  in  our Great State and the m a n y  thousands o f  
vetcnms w ho  m ake A laska home, w e  see our partic ipation in this program as both a f itt ing 
tribute to serv ing  m i l i t a ry  and out veterans and as an important rem inder o f  their serv ice and 
sacr if ice . T o  a l l w ho  travel A laska ’s stretch o f  the Purple Heart T ra i l , ou r part ic ipa t ion in this 
des ignat ion program  says w c recogn ize the sacrif ice, we care about those w h o  do and have 
served our coun try  and we remember freedom is not free.

W e  strong ly encourage your support o f  this important in it ia t ive .

S incere ly ,
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[Tok C'lii in i her o f  Commerce
kws i in  Street A laska"
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T O :  State o f  A la s k a
S en a to r  T e d  S te ve n s  
S e n a to r  J o h n n y  E l l i s  
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  D o n  Y o u n g  
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  B erta  G a rd n e r

W e  are p ro u d  to o f f e r  o u r  s trong  suppo r t  for A la s k a  to be a part o f  the “ P u rp le  Heart 
T r a i l ” . W e  t h in k  its s im p le  v is i b l e  m essage  is w e l l  d e s e r v e d  b y  those w h o  b ra v e ly  
g a v e  ;o m u c h  o f  t h em s e lv e s  in  d e f e n d in g  th is  n a t io n .

T h i s  w o r t h y  p r o je c t  c a n  b e  o f  g reat bene f it  to o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a nd  the State o f  A la sk a . 
W e  b e l i e v e  that those  w h o  sec the s ig n s  w i l l  h a v e  a be tte r u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  the 
s a c r if ic e s  m a d e  b y  those w h o  w e a r  the P u rp le  Hea r t . W e  b e l i e v e  that the t r a v e l in g  
p u b l i c ,  w h e t h e r  A la s k a n s  o r  v is i to rs , w i l l  r e a l i z e  that w e  ca re  a b o u t  o u r  w o u n d e d  
ve te ran s . W e  fu r th e r  b e l i e v e  that the s ign s  w i l l  b ea r w itn e s s  that w e  in  A la s k a  not 
o n l y  care a b o u t  o u r  w o u n d e d  ve te rans , but w e  arc w i l l i n g  to p u t  fo rth  the ef fo rt to 
v i s i b l y  d is p la y  o u r  deepes t fondness  fo r  the ir  s a c r if ic e .

M a n y  w h o  t ra v e l o u r  roads w i l l  s u re ly  k n o w  o r  be re la ted  to a w o u n d e d  ve te ran  o r a 
v e te ran  w h o  los t t h e ir  l i f e  in  d e fense  o f  o u r  n a t io n . T h e  w a rm  f e e l i n g  they  o b ta in  w i l l  
c e r t a in ly  be in  t h e ir  m in d s  as they  traverse the roads o f  o u r  great state. B y  s h o w in g  
t h e m  w e  ca re  w e  c a n  in s t i l l  a k in d  A la s k a n  m e m o r y  o f  t h e ir  t ra ve ls , a n d  h o p e f u l ly  
w e  w i l l  see t h em  a g a in .

B e  it k n o w n  to a l l  that the  c o m m u n i t y  o f  T O K  A la sk a  w i l l  be  p ro ud  to be part o f  
the  P u rp le  H ea r t  T r a i l .  W e  support  it a nd  w e  e n c o u ra g e  a l l A la s k a n s  to suppo rt  it as 
w e l l .

S in c e r e ly  y o u rs .

John  \. Kusvn iak .  IVc m i Ic i i I
llmiu- sal- H.’ l: (VII --i.su | m .i v /HS win
l i n . n l  {i ili it O' n i s M i i a k .c o m



DON YOUNG
C o ngressman  F ob A ll A laska

WASHINGTON O FFICE 
2111 R ayburn B uilding 

T elephone 202/225-6765
WWW.M6uSE.GOv/DOMYOUNa/

Senate Pres ident L yd a  G reen 
State C a p i t o l ,  R o om  111 
Juneau, A X  99801-1182

(Uorujrcaa of lijr ^ I m te b p la te s  
j3Htmsc of ^Hpprcsfntniibi’u 

J f0Hfll} ing ln i! ,  ,0(11 2 0 5 1 5

R E C E I V E D  

FES 2 6 n

COUM fTTEEO N
TRANSPORTATION

COM M ITTEE ON 
R ESO U RC ES

COMMPTTEEON 
HOMELAND SECURITY

H ouse  Speaker John Harris 
State C . p ito l ,  R o om  208 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

February  19, 2008
D )

Speaker H a r r is  and Pres ident G reen ,

I am  w r it in g  to express m y  support for A laska House B i l l  283, the Purp le Heart 
T ra i l  A c t  and the vers ion  in troduced  in to  the A laska State Senate, S B  216 and to urge the 
leg is la tu re  pass this b i l l  a nd  create a Purp le  Heart T ra i l  in  our state.

O v e r  20 states h a v e  seen fit to des ignate some port ion o f  the ir  road system as the 
Purp le  Heart T ra i l  and p la ce  s igns w it h  rep l ica Purp le Hearts a lo n g  the roads. These 
s igns w o u ld  hono r those veterans w h o  have earned a Purp le Heart and w o u ld  he lp  to 
b r in g  the ir h e ro ic  act ions and sacr if ices to t iic attention o f  A laskans.

A la ska  has the h ighest n um b e r  o f  veterans per cap ita o f  any  state, w ith  an 
est imated 73,000 veterans that ca l l  o u r  state home. Those  veterans, a lo ng  w it h  the active 
du ty  m i l i t a r y  that serve in  our state and the members o f  the A la sk a  N a t io n a l  Guard 
deserve a l l  the re cog n it io n  ih c y  can get. D es igna t ing  the A laska H ig h w a y  am i a port ion 
o f  the R ic h a rd s o n  H ig h w a y  as the Purp le  Heart Trail w o u ld  be an appropr iate way to 
h o n o r  the m a n y  A laskans  that have cam cd  a Purp le Heart and the m a n y  others that have 
served ou r  co u n t ry  in  the M i l i t a r y .

P lease c i  ler pass ing  e ither H B  283 or SB  216 this sess ion and h o no r in g  those 
w h o  have  d o n e  so . . iu c I i  for our country .

Sincerely,

D O N  Y O U N G  
Cong ressm an  for A l l  A laska

H Y .tr
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I  w a n t  to  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y o n e  o n e  o f  y o u  f o r  t a k in g  t h e  t im e  
o u t  o f  y o u r  b u s y  w o r k lo a d  to  w o r k  o n  t h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T r a i l  i s s u e  
(SB216/HB283). I  h a v e  s o r t  o f  m a d e  t h i s  a p e r s o n a l  c r u s a d e  a n d  I  h a v e  
b e e n  w o r k in g  h a r d  o n  t h i s  is s u e  fo r  a b o u t  a y e a r  n o w .  I t  is  a r e a l  j o y  to  s e e  
it  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  in  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s .  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  A la s k a  
v e t e r a n s  a r e  g a in in g  a s i n c e r e  a n d  l a r g e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  fo r  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  y o u  
" o u r  J u n e a u  s u p p o r t e r s "  a r e  p u t t in g  f o r t h  fo r  v e t e r a n s .  P le a s e  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  
y o u r  c a r in g  e f f o r t s  a n d  d o n ' t  le t  t h e m  d o w n .

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r d n e r  a n d  S e n a t o r  E l l i s  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  o f  t h e i r  w a y  to  h e lp  
m e  g e t  t h i s  g o i n g  a n d  I  am  so  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  fo r  t h e i r  d e v o t e d  
a s s i s t a n c e .  I  w a n t  to e x t e n d  t h a t  a p p r e c i a t io n  to  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  n o w  
h a v e  t h is  i s s u e  b e f o r e  y o u  a n d  I  w a n t  to  t h a n k  y o u  in  a d v a n c e  f o r  y o u r  
f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  w o u n d e d  c o m b a t  v e t s .

I  f i r m ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T r a i l  w i l l  d o  tw o  t h in g s :  o n e  i t  w i l l  
e s t a b l i s h  a v i s i b l e  h o n o r  fo r  "ALL" w o u n d e d  a n d  d e c e a s e d  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s ,  
a n d  t w o  i t  w i l l  p r o v id e  v i s u a l  p r o o f  to a l l  w h o  t r a v e l  t h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T ra i l  
t h a t  A la s k a  n o t  o n ly  c a r e s  b u t  t h a t  w e  s h o w  w e  c a r e .

T h e  P u r p le  H e a r t  T ra i l  a l r e a d y  e x is t s  in  42 o t h e r  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  G u a m .  I  
j u s t  w a n t  A la s k a  to  b e  p a r t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  s p e c ia l .  I  s u b m i t  t h a t  t h e  
m a n y  A lc a n  t r a v e l e r s  w h o  s e e  t h e s e  s ig n s ,  a n d  k n o w  o r  b e  r e la t e d  to  
s o m e o n e  w h o  w a s  k i l l e d  o r  w o u n d e d  in  b a t t l e ,  w i l l  b e  v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  to 
A la s k a  fo r  s h o w i n g  t h a t  w e  ca re .

O n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  w o u n d e d  c o m b a t  v e t s  I  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  I  
a n x io u s l y  a w a i t  t h e  d a y  t h is  im p o r t a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  is  p a s s e d  in  J u n e a u .

M y  p h o n e  n u m b e r  is 907/562-4254.
M y e m a i l  a d d r e s s  is r o n a k p h c a q c i . n e t

O n c e  a g a in ,  t h a n k  y o u  s o  v e r y  k in d ly ;

Y o u r s  in  P a t r io t is m ;
R o n  S ie b e ls  
M O PH , A la s k a
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A  RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF A LASK A 
DESIGNATE THE ALASKA H IGH W AY 

AS A  “PURPLE HEART TR AIL” 
W ITH IN  THE ALA SKA  ROAD SYSTEM

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper to never forget those who have g iven their lives and 
shed their blood in  defense of this great nation; and

WHEREAS, a Purple Heart Trail system has been established throughout the major road 
system of the lower 48 states; and

WHEREAS, Alaska is geographically located at the far northwest reaches of the l T\ iicd  
States of America; and

WHEREAS, it is in  the interest of Alaska’s citizens, Alaska’s veterans, and Alaska’s 
tourism industry to be part of the Purple Heart Trail system; nnd

WHEREAS, Alaska is proud to jo in  this worthy effort in providing America w ith the 
ability to establish this Purple Heart Trail all across America; and

WHEREAS, the placement of signs indicating “Purple Heart Tra il” w ill s imply indicate a 
part of a nationally existing system; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Purple Heart Trail w ith in  Alaska w ill in  no way 
change the name or num erical designation of any existing road; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska H ighway has a well established historical m ilitary significance 
since it was built during the WWI1 era for m ilitary purposes; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska H ighw ay is the best choice to establish and continue the Purple 
Heart Trail into the confines of the Alaska Road System*

R E S O L U T I O N  2  3 8 - 0 5
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THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED THAT: The City Council fo r the City o f Delta Junction by 
this resolution hereby requests the State o f Alaska provide for the signage and 
placement o f the Purple Heart T rail signs at approximately 50 mile intervals along the 
corridor o f the Alaska Highway system within Alaska beginning at Beaver Creek and 
extending on to Delta Junction; and
BE IT  FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: Tn order to inform  all travelers, a sign designating 
the purpose fo r the Purple Heart Trail also be placed with the Purple Heart Trail signs at 
strategic locations such as entering or leaving the vicinities o f Beaver Creek, Northway, 
Tok, Dot lake , and Delta Junction; that explains the reason fo r the Purple Heart Trail; 
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The designated note o f purpose signs read as follows:

PASSED AND /APPROVED by a du ly constitu ted  quorum  o f the Delta Junc tion  C ity 
Council th is 4 th d ay  o f December 2007.

IN  HONOR OF THOSE BRAVE PATRIOTS 
WHO SHED THEIR BLOOD 

WHILE ENGAGED IN  THE SELFLESS ACT OF 
DEFENDING OUR NATIONS FREEDOM

J U ^ '%  c i t y  o f  d e l t a  j u n c t i o n

ATTEST

Pat W h i t e ,  C i t y  C le rk
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20 wounded soldiers 
receive Purple Heart
T w e n t y  w i t h  c o m b a t  i n j u n e s  h o n o r e d  fo r  
' w a r r i o r  s p i r i t '
By GEORGE BRYSON
g b ry s o n O a d n .c o m
P u b lish ed : O c to b e r  17, 2 0 0 7
L ast M odified: O c to b e r  17, 2 0 0 7  a t 1 2 :5 5  PM

T w e n t y  P u r p l e  H e a r t  m e d a l s  r e s t e d  in  t h e  s e r v i n g  t r a y  T u e s d a y  
w h i l e  1 9  F o r t  R l c h a r d s o n - b a s e d  s o l d i e r s  w o u n d e d  In I r a q  s t o o d  
a t  a t t e n t i o n  a s  b e s t  t h e y  c o u l d  - -  s o m e  l e a n i n g  o n  c a n e s ,  o n e  
m i s s i n g  a  l e g ,  a  f e w  w i t h  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  h e a d .

O n e  b y  o n e  t h e  m e d a l s  w e r e  p i n n e d  
o n  t h e i r  c h e s t s  b y  M a j ,  G e n .  S t e p h e n  
L a y  f i e l d ,  t h e  s e n i o r  A r m y  
c o m m a n d e r  in  A l a s k a ,  w h o  s t e r n l y  
t o l d  a b o u t  2 0 0  o n l o o k e r s  t o  " n e v e r  
e v e r  m i s s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s a y  t h a n k  
y o u "  t o  t h e  m e n  - -  a l l  o f  w h o m  a r e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  4 t h  B i i g a d e  C o m b a t  
T e a m  ( A i r b o r n e ) ,  2 5 t h  I n f a n t r y  
D i v i s i o n .

T h e  w a y s  t h e y  w e r e  i n j u r e d  w e r e  a s  
v a r i e d  a s  t h e i r  w o u n d s .  S o m e  w e r e  
r i d i n g  in  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  w e r e  b l a s t e d  
a p a r t  b y  p r o j e c t i l e s .  S o m e  w e r e  h i t  
b y  r o a d s i d e  b o m b s .  S o m e  w e r e  
w a l k i n g  o n  p a t r o l s  a n d  s h o t  b y

Click lo on 'jrge

S to r y  t o i l *

Comment on this *tory
E-m ail a  friend  

Print 
Olgg th is  
S e e d  N ew sv lne  
S e n d  link via AIM

F o n t  s i t u  : A | A | A

u n s e e n  s n ip e r s .

ERIK HILL / Anchorage Daily News 

e n la rg e

Staff Sgt. C had  LeBlnnc of Anchorage receives 
h is Purple Heart m edal from Maj. G en . Stephen 
Laylie ld . senior Arm y commander in A laska, a s  
f 9 so ld iers assigned lo the 4lh Brigade Combat 
Team  (A irborne). 25th Inlarttrv Division received 
their m edals Tuesd ay at Fo il R ichardson

R e la t e d  s to ry  c o n t e n t
P u rp le  H e a r t re c ip ie n ts  

P h o t o s :  4 t h  B r ig a d e  In I r a q
P h o to s : M ilitary h o m e  front
F allen  so ld ie r  p ro files .
More m ilita ry  coverage

M o re  to p  s to r ie s  »
S lim ed  K odiak  e a g le s  g e t b a th s , TLC m 
A n c h o ra g e

L a w m a k e rs  face  sh o r t  se ss io n , m u ch  work 

$2 .4  m illion  s e u o m c n t  e n d s  te e n s ' J b u s e  c a s e  

D istric t GOP le a d e rs  call for C ow dery  to  re sig n  

P u rsu it of tru ck  e n d s  in d r iv e r 's  d e a th

B u t  S t a f f  S g t .  C h a d  L e B l a n c ,  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  m a y  h a v e  l u d  t h e  m o s t  u n u s u a l  t a l e  t o  t e l l .  H e  w a s  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  a n  n u t p o s t  s o u t h  o f  B a g h d a d  a n d  w a s  j u s t  p r e p a r i n g  t o  l i e  d o w n  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n s i d e  
h i s  “c a n "  •• a  s m a l l  m o b i l e  t r a i l e r  j u s t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  f o r  t w o  b u n k s  -• w h e n  h e  h e a r d  t h e  s o u n d  o f  
m o r t a r  f i r e  o u t s i d e .

1
S t i c k i n g  h i s  h e a d  o u t  t h e  d o o r ,  L e B l a n c  j u s t  h a d  h m e  t o  s e e  a  m o r t a r  r o u n d  b l a s t  i n t o  a

htip://dw l).a(Jn.com /fronl/suny/938.S237p-92986l8c.liim l J/l 3/2008
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S h r a p n e l  f r o m  t h e  b l a s t  h i t  L e B l a n c  In t h e  s t o m a c h  a n d  l i m b s  a n d  b u r n t  h i s  f a c e  a n d  a r m s .  B e f o r e  
f a l l i n g  i n t o  s h o c k ,  h e  m a n a g e d  t o  f i n d  h e l p .

" I  r a n  a b o u t  2 5  m e t e r s  t o  w h e r e  t h e  m e d i c s  w e r e  a n d  l a i d  d o w n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  t o l d  t h e m  
w h a t  h a p p e n e d , "  h e  r e c a l l e d .  " T h e n  t h e y  p u t  m e  o n  a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  I w e n t  t o  B a g h d a d  - -  a n d  t h a t  
w a s  i t . "

I n  a n  o p e r a t i n g  r o o m ,  d o c t o r s  r e m o v e d  1 4  p i e c e s  o f  s h r a p n e l  f r o m  L e B l a n c ' s  a r m  a n d  a  b i g
c h u n k  f r o m  h i s  s i d e .  T h e  s h r a p n e l  t h a t  e n t e r e d  h i s  s t o m a c h  h a d  t o  b e  r e m o v e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  b a c k
- -  a n  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  s i n c e  m a d e  t h e  3 2 - y e a r - o l d  A l a s k a n  l e s s  m o b i l e .  £

H e  k n o w s  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w o r s e .  H e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  I n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l e r  t h a t  t o o k  t h e  d i r e c t  h i t  
— F e r g u s o n ' s  t r a i l e r .  A s  it  h a p p e n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  h i s  b u d d y  d i d n ' t  m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d e p l o y m e n t  c-
u n s c a t h e d  e i t h e r .

(
R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  u n i t  — a  t e a m  w i t h i n  t h e  4 2 5 t h  B r i g a d e  S p e c i a l  T r o o p s  B a t t a l i o n  t h a t  t r a i n s  f
I r a q i  a r m y  f o r c e s  — F e r g u s o n  w a s  b a d l y  w o u n d e d  a b o u t  f i v e  w e e k s  l a t e r  w h e n  h i s  v e h i c l e  w a s  ;
s t r u c k  b y  a n  a r m o r - p i e r c i n g  p r o j e c t i l e .

I
T h e  b l a s t  t o r e  u p  h i s  l o w e r  l e g s  a n d  s h a t t e r e d  h i s  l e f t  k n e e .  U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  l e g  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  1
a m p u t a t e d .  O n  T u e s d a y ,  F e r g u s o n  w a s  s t a n d i n g  in  t h e  r a n k s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  P u r p l e  H e a r t  f
r e c i p i e n t s ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  c a n e  a n d  a  p r o s t h e t i c  l e g .

I
" I  s e t  a  r e c o r d  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  W a l t e r  R e e d  ( M e d i c a l  C e n f e r )  f o r  a n  a m p u t e e , "  F e r g u s o n  s a i d ,  
n o t i n g  h o w  a n x i o u s  h e  w a s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  F o r t  R i c h a r d s o n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .  N o w  h e ' s  h o p i n g  t o  
r e m a i n  in  t h e  m i l i t a r y  — h e ' s  s e r v e d  : 1  y e a r s  s o  f a r  — a n d  in  A l a s k a .

" I f  I c o u l d  s t a y  h e r e  u n t i l  I r e t i r e  in  n i n e  \ e a r s ,  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t , "  h e  s a i d .

S p c .  W i l l i a m  S w a i l s ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  R o c k i n g h a m ,  N .C .  - -  w n o  r e c e i v e d  h i s  s e c o n d  P u r p l e  H e a r t  o n  
T u e s d a y  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  s n r a p n e l  w o u n d s  ! o  h i s  h a n d  a n d  a r m  — is  h o p i n g  t o  r e m a i n  o n  a c t i v e  
d u t y  in  A l a s k a  t o o .  H i s  w i f e ,  C h a s t i t y ,  i s  c  i r r e n h y  e n r o l l e d  in  t h e  n u r s i n g  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  A n c h o r a g e .

S p c .  J u s t i n  T a u r i a i n e n ,  w h o  g r e w  u p  in A n c h o r a g e  - -  a n d  r e t u r n e d  b y  m o t o r  h o m e  t o  a  l a r g e  
t h r o n g  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  g r e e t i n g  h i m  i t  t h e  M u l d o o n  o v e r p a s s  l a s t  w e e k  - -  r e c e i v e d  a  P u r p l e  
H e a r t  a s  w e l l .

O n  M a y  2 1 ,  h i s  a r m o r e d  e n g i n e e r  v e h i c l e  w a s  s t r u c k  b y  " m u l t i p l e  I E D S , "  t h e  i m p r o v i s e d  
e x p l o s i v e  d e v i c e s  h i s  u n i t  w a s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  r e m o v i n g .  T a u r i a i n e n ,  2 3 ,  s u s t a i n e d  n e l  w o u n d s  
t o  h i s  h e a d ,  b a c k ,  h a n d s  a n d  l e g s .

Before pinning t h e  m e d a l s  on the  a s s e m b l e d  soldier s  •• 5gt .  Casey  Wright of  Tucson,  Anz. ,  was  
u n a b l e  to  a t t e n d  t h e  c e r e m o n y  •• Layfield e m p h a s i z e d  thei r  col lective b ravery.

" W e ' r e  f o r e v e r  i n  y o u r  d e b t , "  h e  s a i d .  " W e  a c k n o w l e d g e  y o u r  s a c r i f i c e  a n d  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  y o u r  
w a r r i o r  s p i r i t  a n d  w e  a c k n o w l e d g e  w h a t  y o j  d i d  f o r  o u r  c o u n t r y . "

Find G e o r g e  Bryson  onl ine at  a d n . c o m / c o n t a c t / g b r y s o n  o r  call 25 7- 43  IB.

i id n .c om  | f r o n t : 20 w o u n d e d ^  'iers receive Purple Heart 

/
n e i g h b o r i n g  t r a i l e r  - -  o n e  t h a t  w a s  u s u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  b y  h i s  b u d d y ,  S g t .  1 s t  C l a s s  J o s h u a  
F e r g u s o n ,  w h o  j u s t  t h e n  w a s  a w a y  o n  l e a v e  In A l a s k a .

hllp://dw b.adn.com /from /slory/y385237p-3298618c.html 1/15/2008
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P u rp le  H ea r t  T r a i l  was in it ia l ly  established in the C om m onw ea lth  o f  V irg in ia  from its 
start po int at M t. Vernon . VA . Through pos it ive leg is la t ive support o f  the V irg in ia  
General A ssem b ly  and through the leadership o f  two o f  its governors, The  Honorab le 
George A l le n  (now  U.S . Senator) and incumbent Governor James G i lm o re  the trail now 
extends down V ir g in ia  h ighway 235 (the Mt. Vernon Parkway) to US  Route It 1, thence to 
1-95. A l l  o f  1-95 is designated the Purple Heart T ra i l from the Potomac R ive r in 
A lexandr ia , on the M ary land border, down to the State o f  North Ca ro l in a . It branches o tf 
at Fredericksburg on V irg in ia  H ighw ay  3 (the K ings  H ighway) to Stafford C oun ty  and 
thence to the G eorge Wash ington B irthplace Nationa l M onum ent in  Westmore land 
County , V A .  A no ther leg goes eastward on 1-64 at R ichm ond , the state capita l, to the city 
o fN o r fo lk .  The  V irg in ia  Department o f  Transportation has placed ‘Purple Heart fra il' 
signs at a l l rest .tops  on 1-95 and 1-64 and at other specia l points a long  the total trail.

U lt im ate ly , the Purp le 1 lean Tra i l w i l l  be extended from V irg in ia  to a l l other states and 
major c it ies o f  the Un ited States. H istorica lly , the Purple Heart Tra i l concept was inspired 
by the George W ash ing ton  Chapter -VI732 o f  Fredericksburg/Spotsylvania, V A . in 1992. 
In conven t ion  o f  the Order, the delegates voted to approve a reso lut ion estab lish ing a 
symbo l ic  Purp le Heart T ra i l throughout the 50 states. W ith  the C om m onw ea lth  o f  
V irg in ia  be ing  the hom e o f  the two d ist ingu ished general off icers in v o lv e d  in the 
deve lopment o f  the Purple Heart. Genera ls Wash ington and M acA rthur . the Department 
o f  V irg in ia  members o f  the Order took the lead to institute The  Purple Heart I rail in 
V irg in ia , w ith  a m emor ia l marker to be erected and dedicated at M t. Vernon as the start 
po int o f  the trail.

In 1996. the Genera l Assembly o f  the Commonw ea lth  approved the l irs l step in 
estab lish ing the Purple Heart T ra i l  parallel to 1-95 and that port ion o f  V irg in ia  Route 3 
from Wash ington's b irthplace in W es tm o r la n d  Coun ty , V A . to his boyhood home at

http://www.purpleheart.org/pu
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Ferry F ann  in  Stafford County , V A . In 1998, through subsequently leg is la t ive fiat, the 
trail was extended to Norfo lk , V A . end ing at the tomb o f  General Doug las M acA rthur on 
Interstate C4 from R ichmond  (1-95) to Norfo lk and to M t. Vernon. The  purpose o f  the 
Purple Heart T ra i l is to commemorate the patriotic Amer ican heritage g iv en  to us by 
George Wash ing ton and Genera l MacArthur and for the people o f  V irg in ia ,  and 
u lt im ate ly  all the states, to m emor ia l iz e  those service persons w ho  have had the Purple 
Heart meda l bestowed on them or their next o f  k in for wounds received in combat in 
defense o f  our nation.
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By mark ing  these trails w ith appropriate signage, it was conce ived  that the au tomob i le  
and the Interstate H ighway System represent very tang ib le symbols o f  our freedom; the 
ab il ity  to get up and go anywhere anytime. W h i le  taken for granted by so many, this and 
so many other freedoms we en joy  as Amer icans have been earned through (he sacr if ice o f  
m i l l io n s  o f  Amer icans who have shed their b lood and the many who have d ied in defense 
o f  freedom and liberty. The s ignage was intended as a rem inder that freedom is not free 
and w ou ld  st imulate thought and d iscussion among adults and ch i ld ren a l ike in 
contemp la t ing the bount ifu l heritage en joyed by all Amer icans as part o f  their legacy.

M a jo r h ighways  are the ideal setting for this v irtual trail, and u lt imate ly , the M i l i t a ry  
Grder o f  the Purp le I le an  wou ld  l ike to see the entire Interstate H ig hw ay  System, 
conce ived  by Genera l Dw igh t D. E isenhower dur ing his tenure as President o f  the United 
States, designated as major portions o f  the Purple Heart T ra i l . Instructional kits have been 
deve loped and are in the hands o f  all Department Commanders on how  to init iate 
necessary leg is la t ion in their respective states to imp lement the cont inued growth o f  the 
Purple Heart T ra i l System.

Nationa l C om m ande r  l .ou ie  S p in e l l i  has accepted expansion o f  the trail as a ma jor thrust 
o f  his leadersh ip dur ing his term o f  office. We w ho  are on the forefront o f  this great 
effort, can take great pride in estab lish ing this system as a most nob le and patriotic 
endeavor o f  the M il i ta ry  Order o f  the Purple Heart that w i l l  become an in d e l ib le  part o f  
our con t in u in g  serv ice to this great nation. I f  your state is not je t  on board, w e encourage 
all loca l chapters to lake this up w ith in  the scope o f  their Amer ican ism  projects. Most 
legislatures have been found to be most receptive in support o f  leg is lat ive in it ia t ives 
required to im p lem ent the program, f l i c  mood of the country is also such that many 
salons w ou ld  w e lcom e the opportunity to offer the necessary leg is lat ive language lo make 
il happen. G od  Bless America, our home, sweet home!




