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Member A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e Interim:
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Session:

Finance Subcommittees: 
A d m in is t ra t io n  

Cou>1s

Representative Max F. Grucnberg, Jr .  
House D istric t 20 

Anchorage (M oun tain  View, Russian Jack , E ast Anchorage) 
House M inority Assistant F loor Leader

Email:
rep ma.x.p,ruenbcig@legis state ak us

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  F O R  H J R 3 7
BY: R E PR E SE N T A T IV E  MAX F. G R U E N B E R G , JR .

T IT L E : "Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska to

correct obsolete references to the office of secretary of state by substituting references 

to the office of lieutenant governor and to eliminate personal pronoun references in the

In 1970 the legislature proposed and the voters of Alaska approved a series of 

amendments to the state constitution that changed the name of the o.fice of "Secretary 

of State" to the office of "Lieutenant Governor." At that time, however, the drafting 

attorneys did not catch all of the references to "Secretary of State".

HJR37 corrects the two remaining references to "Secretary of State" in the state 

constitution. The proposed amendments, if approved by the legislature, would be 

placed before the voters in the next general election.

HJR37 also corrects personal pronouns referenced in the sections.

sections proposed to be amended."
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Member A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
House o f  R ep resen ta t ive s

Representative Max F. Gruenberg, J r .  
Mouse D istric t 20

Anchorage (M ountain  View, Russian Jack , East A nchorage) 
House M inority Assistant F loor Leader

Interim:
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Email:
rep.max.grueuhergG’legis state.ak

Sectional Analysis fo r HJR37 
BY: R e p re se n ta t iv e  Max F. G ruenberg , Jr.

Section  1. Amends Article II, sec. 5, Constitution of the State of Alaska

Adds: l ie u te n a n t  g o v erno r
Removes: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Section  2. Amends Article II, sec. 25 Constitution of the State of Alaska

Adds: l ie u te n a n t  g o v ern o r
Removes: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

These sections update by correcting the only two outdated references to "secretary of 
state" to "lieutenant governor" following the 1970 constitutional amendment that 
changed the name of that office.

Section 3. This section states that the constitutional amendments will be placed on 
the ballot at the next general election as required by Alaska.

Art. XIII, Sec. 1 of the Constitution. Two thirds of each I Icise must approve the 
proposed amendment and a majority of the electoral voting must ratify it.
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Sectional Analysis fo r  HJR37 
BY: R e p re se n ta t iv e  Max F. G ru enb erg , Jr.

S e c t io n  1. Amends Article II, sec. 5, Constitution of the State of Alaska

Adds: l ie u te n a n t  g overnor
Removes: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Adds: t h e  leg is la to r
Removes: [HE]

S e c tio n  2. Amends Article II, sec. 25 Constitution of the State of Alaska

Adds: l ie u te n a n t  governo r
Removes: [SECRETARY OF STATE]

Adds: t h e  head  o f each  principal d e p a r tm e n t
Removes: [HE]

These sections update by correcting the only two outdated references to "secretary of 
state" to "lieutenant governor" following the 1970 constitutional amendment that 
changed the name of that office. These amendments also correct the wording of these 
sections to make them gender neutral.

S ec tio n  3. This section states that the constitutional amendments will be placed on 
the ballot at the next general election as required by Alaska.

Art. XIII, Sec. 1 of the Constitution. Two thirds of each House must approve the 
proposed amendment and a majority of the electoral voting must ratify it.
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M E M O R A N D U  M March 10,2008

HJR 37, correcting obsolete references in the state constitution to 
"secretary o f  state" (YVcrk Order No. 25-LS1527\C)

Representative Max F. GrucBjj^fgTjr.

Jack C h en o w etb ^ ^ Y P r^
Assistant Review/7Y

The joint resolution has been schedulcSTor a House State Affairs Committee hearing.

For whatever use you may choose to make o f the material, set out below is a replication 
o f my notes shared with the joint resolution's sponsor when this matter was last before the 
legislature in 2005.

*

SU B JEC T:

TO :

FRO M :

In 1970, the legislature proposed and the voters, by a margin o f 71% - 29% (yes = 
46,102; no = 18,7,81), approved a series o f amendments to the state constitution that 
changed the name o f  the constitutional office o f  "secretary o f  state" to the office o f 
"lieutenant governor." In the 1970 joint resolution that proposed the amendments, SJR 2, 
a copy o f which accompanies this memo, the drafting attorneys o f the time did not catch 
nil the references to "secretary o f  state." They missed the two that appear in article II, 
section 5 and article III, section 25. By proposing amendments to delete in those two 
sections the obsolete references to secretary o f  state and substituting references to 
lieutenant governor, this House joint resolution would correct the oversight.

Unlike statutes, corrections ol errors and omissions in the state constitution cannot be 
completed editorially. Under article XIII, section I,

A m endm ents. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed 
by a two-thirds vote o f  each house o f the legislature. The lieutenant 
governor shall prepare a ballot title and proposition summarizing each 
proposed amendment, and shall place them on the ballot for the next 
general election. If a majority o f  the votes cast on the proposition favor 
the amendment, it shall be adopted. Unless otherwise provided in the 
amendment, it becomes effective thirty days after the certification o f the 
election returns by the lieutenant governor.



Corrective changes o f this kind might have been proposed by a constitutional convention 
called to make changes to the state constitution. However, when, at ten-year intervals 
since 1970, the proposals have been presented to the voters as referenda under article 
XIII, section 3, the voters have repeatedly failed to approve calls for state constitutional 
conventions. The voters defeated the calls for constitutional conventions in each o f the 
1972, 1982, 1992, and 2002 general elections.

Representative M ax F. Gruenberg
March 10,2008
Page 2
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Alnska jStiite Trgislatiire

SEN A TE 
JO IN T  R E S O L U T IO N

P r o p o s in g  C h a t Che C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  be 
amended by  c h a n g in g  th e  name o f  th e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  to  
l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r .

■SJft 2.

DC IT HESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
• S « e t lo n  1 .  S e e s .  7 ,  8, 9 ,  1 0 , 1 1 , 1 J ,  l a  end 1 5 , A r t .  H I ,  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  a re  m e n d e d  to  re a d :

3EC T I0N  7 , T h e re  s h a l l  be  a l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r .  He 
s h a l l  h a ve  th e  same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as th e  g o v e rn o r  and 
s e r v e  f o r  th e  same te rm . He s h a l l  p e r fo rm  su ch  d u t ie s  as 
may be p r e s c r ib e d  by la w  and as nay be d e le g a t e d  to  h im  t y  
th e  g o v e rn o r .

SECTION 8. The l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  m a l l  b e  n o m in a te d  
In  th e  s a n n e r  p r o v id e d  by law  f o r  n o m in a t in g  c a n d id a t e s  f o r  
o t h e r  e l e c t i v e  c f f l e e a .  In  th e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i c n  th e  v o te s  
c a s t  f o r  a c a n d id a t e  f o r  g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  t e  c o n s id e r e d  as 
c a s t  a ls o  f o r  th e  c a n d id a t e  f o r  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  r u n n in g  
J o i n t l y  w i t h  h im . The c a n d id a t e  whcse n a re  a p p e a rs  on th e  
b a l l o t  J o i n t l y  w it h  t h a t  o f  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d id a t e  f o r  
g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  t e  e le c t e d  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r .

SECTIO N  ) .  In  c a s e  c f  th e  t e e p c r a r y  A t t e n c *  c f  th e  
g o v e rn o r  fre .n  o f f i c e ,  th e  1 l e i .  t e r  a r t  g c v e r n i r  s r e l l  s e r v e  
ea a s t l r . g  g o v e rn o r .

f E lT l ' . N  IT .  I f  th e  f i v v r r . c r - e l f c t  l i e s ,  r e s ig n s ,  : r  
la  U n q u a l i f i e d ,  tr.e  l i e u t e n a n t  i i v e r r . t r  c l e c i e l  w i t h  r . lr .

11 s u t i c e d  t c  tr.e  . r r i c e  c f  . • • v e r n i r  f o r  tr.e  f - . i l  te rm .
I f  th o  f i v e r n r r - e l K t  f e l l r  ; c  v . r . - . e  : f f i : e  r : r  t r y  . c r r r
re « i : r  , th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g r v e r n . t r  e le c t e d  u * : f  t i r  . h i . )
S v r v i  «s y s t l r g  t .*• e r r . . r , »r.J . . . a l l  s u c c e e d  to  th e
I f  th e  ,’ c v e r r . r - e l e c t  dev: r . . t  a ; . . r e  ’ 19 o f f ! : "  . I t M * .  . I t
r ; r : i . :  : f  th e  . e . - ir . r . l . 'S  t f  f  e t»

. l i t : : : ;  'r . t a r t  : f  a 1 . t ■ e t f
t e r  f t r  is.,,' r . - v ; r . ,  *.•• . r . t  - " i n  • a l l



s u c c e e d  to  th e  o r f l c e  f o r  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  te rm .

SECTION  1 3 . P r o v i s io n  s h a l l  b e  made by  law  f o r  s u c ­
c e s s io n  to  th e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e rn o r  and  f o r  an  a c t in g  g ov ­
e r n o r  In  th e  e v e n t  t h a t  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  i s  u n a b le  
t o  s u c c e e d  to  th e  o f f i c e  o r  a c t  as g o v e rn o r .  Ho e l e c t i o n  
o f  a l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  a h a l l  be  h e ld  e x c e p t  a t  th e  
t im e  o f  e l e c t i n g  a g o v e rn o r .

SECTION  19 . Vftisn th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s u c c e e d s  
t o  th e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r ,  he s h a l l  h a ve  th e  t i t l e ,  
p o w e r s ,  d u t i e s ,  and em o lum en ts  o f  t h a t  o f f i c e .

SECTIO N  1 5 . The c o m p e n sa t io n  o f  th e  g o v e rn o r  and 
th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  be p r e s c r ib e d  by law  and 
a h a l l  n o t  be d im in is h e d  d u r in g  t h e i r  te rm  o f  o f f i c e ,  
u n le s s  b y  g e n e r a l  law  a p p ly in g  to  a l l  s a l a r i e d  o f f i c e r s  
o f  th o  S t a t e .

• S e c .  2. S e c s .  2, 3 , 9 ,  5 and 6, A r t .  X I ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
th e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  a r e  amended to  r e a d :

SECTIO N  2 .  An I n i t i a t i v e  o r  r e fe r e n d u m  I s  p ro p o se d  
by an a p p l i c a t i o n  c o n t a in in g  th o  b i l l  t o  be I n i t i a t e d  o r  
th e  a c t  t o  be r e f e r r e d .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be s ig n e d  
b y  n o t  le a n  th a n  one h u n d re d  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  as s p o n s o r s ,  
and  s h a l l  be  f i l e d  w it h  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  I f  he 
f i n d s  I t  In  p r o p e r  fo rm  he s h a l l  so  c e r t i f y .  D e n ia l  o f  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s h a l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  J u d i c i a l  r o v lo v .

SECTION  3 . A f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
a p e t i t i o n  c o n t a in in g  a summary o f  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t te r  
s h a l l  be p r e p a r e d  by th o  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v o r n o r  f o r  c i r c u l a ­
t i o n  b y  th e  s p o n s o r s . I f  s ig n e d  by q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s ,  e q u a l 
I n  num ber to  to n  p e r  c e n t  o f  th o s e  who v o t e d  In  th e  p re c e d ­
in g  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  and  r e s id e n t  In  a t  l e a s t  tw o - t h lr d a  
o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  S t a t e ,  I t  may be f i l e d  
w i t h  th e  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r .

SECTIO N  9 . An I n i t i a t i v e  p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  a t  
any t im e .  T li*  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  a h a l l  p r e p a r e  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  s u m m a r iz in g  th o  p ro p o s e d  ls w ,  and 
s h a l l  p la c e  them  on th e  b a l l o t  f o r  th o  f i r s t  s t a t e w id e  
e l e c t i o n  h e ld  more th a n  one h u n d re d  tw e n ty  d a y s  a f t e r  
a d jo u rn m e n t  o f  th e  l e g l o l a t l v e  s e s s io n  f o l l o w in g  th e  f i l ­
in g .  I f ,  b e f o r e  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
m e a su re  h a s  b een  e n a c t e d ,  th e  p e t i t i o n  l a  v o id ,

SECTION  5 .  A re fe re n d u m  p e t i t i o n  may be f i l e d  o n ly  
w i t h i n  n in e t y  d ays  a f t e r  a d jo u rn m e n t o f  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a e a a lo n  a t  w h ic h  th e  a c t  was p a s s e d . The  l ie u t e n a n t  
g o v e rn o r  a h a l l  p r e p a r e  a b a l l o t  t i t l e  and  p r o p o s i t io n  
s u m m a r iz in g  th e  a c t  and s h a l l  p la c e  them  on th e  b a l l o t  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  s t a t e w id e  e l e c t i o n  h e ld  m ore th a n  one hu n ­
d re d  e ig h t y  d a y s  a f t e r  a d jo u rn m e n t o f  t h a t  s e s s io n .

S E C T IO N ,6. I f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e s  c a s t  on th e  
s l t l o n  f a v o r  I t s  j J S p U o n ,  th e  I n i t i a t e d  m easu re  Is
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I t  nay be amended a t  any t lr a e .  An a c t  r e j e c t e d  by 
re fe re n d u m  I s  v o id  t h i r t y  d ays  a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  A d d i­
t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re s  f o r  th e  I n i t i a t i v e  and re fe re n d u m  may t e  
p r e s c r ib e d  t y  la w .

• S e c ,  3 . S e c s .  1 and 3 , A r t .  X I I I ,  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  
S t a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  a r e  amended to  r e a d :

SECTION 1 . Amendments to  t h i s  c o n s t . o u t lo n  nay be 
p ro p o s e d  by a tw o - t h lr d a  v o t e  o f  ea ch  houae  o f  th *  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e .  The l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  p r e p a r e  a b a l l o t  
t i t l e  and p r o p o s i t i o n  s u m m a r iz in g  ea ch  p ro p o s e d  am endm ent, 
and s h a l l  p la c e  them  on th e  b a l l o t  f o r  th «  n e x t  s t a t e w id e  
e l e c t i o n .  I f  a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e s  o a s t  on th e  p ro p o ­
s i t i o n  f a v o r  th e  am endm ent. I t  s h a l l  oe a d o p te d . U n le s s  
o t h e r w is e  p r o v id e d  In  th e  am endm ent, I t  becom es e f f e c t i v e  
t h i r t y  daye a f t e r  th e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  e l e c t i o n  r e ­
t u r n s  by th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r .

SECTION  3 . I f  d u r in g  any t e n - y e a r  p e r io d  a c o n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n  h a s  n o t  been  h e ld ,  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  
g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  p la c e  on th e  b a l l o t  f o r  th e  n e x t  g e n e r a l 
e l e c t i o n  th e  q u e s t io n :  " S h a l l  t h e r e  be a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l
C . v e n t lc n ? "  I f  a m a jo r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e s  c a s t  on  th e  q u e s ­
t i o n  a r e  i n  th e  n e g a t iv e ,  th e  q u e s t io n  need  n o t  be p la c e d  
on  th e  b a l l o t  u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  n e x t  t s n - y e a r  p e r io d .
I f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  v o t e s  c a s t  on th e  q u e s t io n  a re  I n  
th e  a f f i r m a t i v e ,  d e le g a t e s  t o  th e  c o n v e n t io n  s h a l l  be 
c h o s e n  a t  th e  n e x t  r e g u la r  s t a t e w id e  e l e c t i o n ,  u n le s s  
th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v id e s  f o r  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  ’.h e  d e le g a te s  
a t  a s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  The l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  I s s u e  
th e  c a l l  f o r  th e  c o n v e n t io n .  U n le s s  o t h e r  p r o v i s io n s  
h a ve  been  c a d e  by la w , th e  c a l l  s h a l l  c o n fo rm  as n e a r ly  as 
p o s s ib l e  to  th e  a c t  c a l l i n g  th e  A la s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Con­
v e n t io n  o f  I S 5 5 , I n c lu d in g ,  b u t  n o t  l im i t e d  t o ,  num ber o f  
m em bers , d i s t r i c t s ,  e l e c t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  d e le g a t e s ,  
a n d  s u b m is s io n  and i  i t l f l c s t l o n  o f  r e v i s io n s  and o r d in a n c e s .  
The  a p p r o p r ia t io n  p r o v i s io n s  o f  th e  c a l l  s h a l l  be s e l f -  
e x e o u t ln g  and  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a f i r s t  c la im  on th e  s t a le  
t r o n a u r y .

• S e o . Al. S e c .  9 ,  A r t .  j(V , C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  o f  
A la s k a ,  I s  amended to  re a d :

SECTION 9- H ie  f i r s t  g o v e rn o r  in d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  
s h a l l  h o ld  o f f i c e  f o r  a te rra  b e g in n in g  w i t h  th e  Ja y  cn  
w h ic h  th e y  assum e o f f i c e  and e n d in g  a t noon on th e  f i r s t  
M onday In  Sec m oer o f  th e  e v e n -n u n te re d  y e a r  f o l l o w in g  th e  
n e x t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h is  t e r n  e h a l l  c o u n t as s 
r u l l  te rra  l o r  p u rp o se s  o f  d e t e r m in in g  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  r e -  
e l e c t i o n  o n ly  I f  I t  Is  f o u r  y e a r s  o r  m ore i n  l i r a t i c n .

• S e c .  ? .  The am endm en t s  f r c p c i e d  t y  t r . l s  r e c t i  t t i o r .  . h a l l  
t e  p l a c e d  t c f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s  : f  t ' e  c r a t e  a t  t h *  r . e x t  s c a t  t w i t e  
e l e c t i o n  I r .  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  r e o .  1 ,  a r t .  X I I I ,  t f  t . . r  I t h S t l t i -  
t l c r .  t f  t h e  I t a t e  c f  A l a s k a ,  n r .J  t h e  , t i t »  e l c o t l . r  : : J e ,


