





State Of Alaska
Legislative Affairs Agency
Kenai LIO

145 Main St Lp,Ste 217
Kenai, AK 99611
907-283-2030

Date: 3/19/07

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written
testimony for the House Finance Committee for a hearing
scheduled for 3/17/07.

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your
committee via fax on 3/17/07

Thank You,

Kenai LIO
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Testimony of Larry Semmens, Finance Director City of Kenai, 3/17/07 to the House
Finance Committee

lam a member of the ARMB, but | am not speaking for the ARMB.

My comments are regarding PERS and it is my understanding that the CS for HB 95 or
96 includes language pertaining to PERS, but I have not actually been able to find this in
these bills. So lapologize if these bills do not actually address PERS.

1. A cost sharing plan will address many issues facing the plan, but by itself does
nothing to address the unfunded liability. We need to put more money in the
system to address the unfunded liability.

2. Apparently the proposal being considered would reduce the Governor's budget by
$114 million. Please recognize that more money needs tc go into the systems, not
less. This $114 million, along with much much more needs to be put in the
systems to pay down the unfunded liability. Consider a policy that would put 1/3
ofany budget surplus tow'ard paying down the liability.

3. lunderstand that the PERS proposal is that member employers would pay 22% of
total payroll and the State would pick up the balance to get to a 32.51% rate for
FY2008. 22% is the right pla :e for municipalities. The question is what happens
when the rate goes up, which it will because we have not paid in the actuarially
required amounts and the experience study changed assumptions which will
increase the rate. | expect the rate to be around 42% for FY2009. Ifemployer
rates increase at a 2/3 share of the rate increase, the resulting rate will be close to
30% and will be very difficult for many municipalities to pay. Ifyou cap the
employer rate at 22% in this bill, most municipalities will be able to handle their
PERS obligation.

4. A cost sharing plan is the right thing to do. but it does make it much easier for an
employer to manipulate their PERS contribution such that other members would
pay a larger share of this entities unfunded liability. Consider what will happen
when an employer contracts out or sells a part of their operation. Salary would
drop and the PERS contribution along with it. Establishing a baseline payroll
amount for each employer and requiring the PERS contribution to be made on the
larger of the baseline or the actual salary would mitigate manipulation of the
contribution.

5. Thank you for working on the pension challenges. Please put more money in the
systems so that our grandchildren will not be burdened with paying for pension
benefits that we promised their grandparents decades ago.



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING

PO Box 845
Tok, AK 99780
Phone: 883-5020 Fax: 8S3-5021
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Please accept the enclosed originai(s) of written testimony for the. thasc.fjyK xn.c'"-

teleconferenced hearing that was scheduled on  "TCCJdLi

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your committee via fax on. 5 //7 /0 -7
Thank you.
Tok LIO
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From: Governor Sarah Palin

To: judybooty003@ yahoo.com

Date: Monday, March 12, 2007 2:00:17 PM
Subject: RE: Budget

Thank you for writing to Alaska Governor Sarah Palin. The concerns, opinions, and/or information

you
have sent are important and valuable to the Governor. Although she is unable to respond to each and
every email hjrself, your message has been received and is being reviewed by the appropriate staff

person
in this office >vho can best address your need, suggestion, or comment.

Original Message--—-
From: WebMail@ gov.state.ak.us [mailto:WebMail@ gov.state.ak.us]

Sent: Sunday, March 11, 2007 7:36 PM
To: govemor@ gov.state.ak.us
Subject: Budget

Web mail from: Ms. Judy Komorowski
address: PO Box 58 Tok AK 99780

MESSAGE.

Dear Governor Palin,

My name is Judy Komorowski andJJiave been a-Tok resident since 1997. I'm from the east
coast(westem Mass) originally. My father was a State Trooper until retirement. | grew up surrounded

by
politics and corruption. | remember my father arguing with Governor Dukakis(at that time) about

regional
issues. | have seen and dealt with many different parts of the political spectrum. | am one of those
people that chose to live in Tok. | believe it is a good community, and is as far as I can get from

political/government intrusion, without living in the bush.

You came to Tok during your political campaigning. Upon your arrival and subsequent speech, you
told
us you would not forget/leave out the rural communities ifyou were elected. I believe this in part
helped you get the support of this area. Please Ma'am honor your word. 1 mean you no disrespect. |
believe you may be the one, to lead by example, and show that Alaskans value honor and respect. And
in so
doing, help others (Govemors,Legislatures,etc)to understand what is important to Alaskans and the

nation
as a whole. You never know. These values might help ensure your seat in the next Governor's election.

I am writing this letter to beg ofyou and the legislature to reassess the closure of the Tok

Employment center. It is a vital resource to this area. Not just to the Tok community, but also as far
reaching as Eagle to the Canadian border, to Dot Lake and half way to Glenallen. The majority of the

.1/12/2007 10:30 P M
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people in these areas are financially distressed. Many children living in these areas only chance ofa
decent meal is at school, or because of the summer tourist trade. In diese areas most people use the

Tok
Employment center because it is their only resource for employment to survive, enables them to feed

themselves and their families, to become productive citizens, to be self sustaining and helps give them
hope for a better future. Many have a hard time just getting to Tok to use this vital resource, never
mind them having to travel to Delta Junction, or worse yet to Fairbanks.

I have used the Tok Employment center numerous times during winter and summer. | own ten

acres of
land, five miles out of Tok. | do not have a computer. | use a generator for power. Without the

resource
center in Tok with the computers and woman/employee to help, I would not have been able to gain

employment to survive and be selfsustaining. This spring | will be using the Tok Employment center in

a
different capacity. | am starting my own business and will use this valuable resource as a way to hire

help, when needed, for my business venture.

Please help. Ifyou need to make cuts to the state budget, why not start with the fat/excess that
Juneau is known for. instead oftaking .;om the poor, who need the help the most.

Thank You.

ft mJL/

Judy Komirowskf
PO Box 58
Tok, Ak 99780

written this day of March, 11 2007

judybooty003@ yahoo.com

.1/12/2007 10:30 P M
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State Of Alaska
Legislative Affairs Agency
Kenai LIO

145 Main St Lp.Ste 217
Kenai, AK 99611
907-283-2030

Date: 3/20/07

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written
testimony for the House Finance Committee for a hearing
scheduled for 3/17/07.

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your
committee via fax on 3/20/07

Thank You

Kenai LIO

C:\Documonts nnd Sollings\liocnly\Dosklop\Forms\wfitlon tost_SFIN_ cinto.doc



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  House Finance Committee.

on HB96 dated 3/17/07.

Dear Committee Members,

I am writing to thank you for your support for the new budget increment for Peer Operated Services. This
is a vital category in an overall recovery based, preventative behavioral health system.

| am also writing about Soteria House, a new project, which the AK Mental Health Trust is supporting, to
open a non-medication based alternative to mental health hospitalization in Anchorage. It will use a
dignified, home like environment and peer support to stabilize residents and move them on to happy
healthy lives in the community. Soteria House has the dedicated board and staff, grassroots support from
Alaska and nationwide, and now it needs funding of $220,000. on the state budget to open it's doors. It's
hard to describe what a difference this could make for many people who are newly diagnosed with
symptoms of serious mental illness, to keep them from being over medicated and consequently cycling in
and out of the hospital for most of their lives. There are a handful of Soteria House models all over the
world, and they have excellent outcomes when compared to conventional psychiatric hospitalization.

Please consider this innovative project. It will create a major paradigm shift in the thinking and care
available, for individuals recovering from mental illness.

Thank you so much for your time,
Eliza Eller

Chair, Alaska Consumers Consortium
And founding resident of lonia, Inc.

ellza aAdted elitr
lorua, Inc.

$4j?32 burdock rood
kasilof, Alaskajy & io
($0?) 202-2524



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING
6 Main Street

Dillingham, AK 99576
Phone: 842-5319 Fax:842-5105

Date: 3 -/7 - 67
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Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony for the
[ 7N 7

teleconfercnced hearing that was scheduled on aatKPf)Ay *
A copy of this testimony was transmitted to your committee viafax on 3-A 7- )7
Thank you. />

Dillingham LIO



Testimony to the Legislature in support of funding for the University of Alaska

PO Box 1235

Dillingham, Alaska 99576
March 17, 2007

My name is Gina Pope, and | am representing the students at large in the Bristol Bay
Region. | also sit as a chair on the Bristol Bay Campus Council and have a scat on the
College of Rural and Community Development.

1started out as a student while living in Nondalton, finished my 2"dyear and 41l year
degrees in Kokhanok, and a 2nd Bachelor degree while living in Nondalton. 1currently
hold a Master's degree and have a current Type C teaching certificate with the State of
Alaska.

1work and live 137 miles from where | grew up. This is significant because I am one of
many people across rural Alaska who are able to gain skills and employment through the
University of Alaska's degree programs, while still contributing to the area. This is
essential in building the economic base of the region.

The far-reaching effect of the IInivcrsity across Alaska plays an integral part of giving
local people leadership skills and in obtaining training certificates and degrees to assure
that people qualify for employment and can continue to live in our culturally rich region.
Our local campus averages an enrollment of 530 students per semester.

For these reasons, lam asking that the Finance Committee support the University of

Alaska colleges in general as well as the rural campuses, and thank you.



James Garhart
P.O. Box 872533
Wasilla, Alaska
99587

Ph. 907-746-2828

Written testimony to Budget Committee 3/17/2007

It is my appreciation of the theatre of the absurd that draws
me here today. The Tfact that you allow us, your employers, to
give you our input leaves me almost speechless. That is just
as well because we are only granted two minutes to give our
input on your 75 page budget proposal.

I viill use my 120 seconds to talk overall budget thoughts.
Three point four billion dollar general fund budget, fine, O0.K.,
sounds good, whatever.

By the way, any amount over last year, inflation adjusted,
is an iIncrease ant not, repeat, MOT a cut.

IT by the end of the 2008 session you legislators do not have
a longrange f.ical plan in place, a serious proposal to achieve
a forward funded general fund budget, and have not addressed
what 1 consider as the fraud of the Permanent Fund NET dividend,
then all legislators, but especially those in leadership or on
budget committees, should be replaced.

To be clear on the Permanent Fund 1 will use FY2006 as an
example. While the amount paid out in dividend checks into the right
pocket was $688.6 million, tlie amount taken iIn from the sale of
dividend recipient owned reources and withheld from tlie left pocket
was $601.1 million. This resulted in a NET return of $87.5 million,
exactly 1/4 of lv of $35 Billion. An approximate NET return of
174 of 1% on a fund earning over My is disgraceful.

In honor of the Ididarod Ichose to be a dog in todays dog and

pony show so now I will replace iny muzzle and IcmF ril/

quit barkifjq.
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Fairbanks North Star Borough

Health & Social Services Commission

520 Fifth Ave. PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907)459-1474 fax (907) 459-1280

MEMORANDUM

To: House Finance Committee

From: Chery! Keepers, Administrator for the
Health & Social Services Commissio:-‘ }"}"'

Date: March 17, 2007
Subject: Human Services Community Matching Grant in HB 95

Thank you for restoring funding to the Human Services Community Matching Grant.

These state dollars are matched with Borough funds and allocated to non-profit
agencies in our community to provide essential human services. As a second class
borough, this is the only mechanism our Borough has to address health and social
service needs. This grant plays a critical role in the over-all well being of our

community.

In the fiscal year most recently ended, the FNSB received $242,650 from the State.
When combined with the Borough match, projeci income, other funds and in-kind
contributions, the total value to the community exceeded $4.6 million - a multiplier of

18 times the original amount.

Concerns have been voiced regarding the accountability for these funds at the local
level. We take the issue of accountability quite seriously. The FNSB Health & Social
Services Commission allocates the funds through a competitive process. Applicants
must document needs, targeted outcomes, methodology, budget, and how they will
measure results. Applicants must also document their organizational capacity to

manage and account for the funds.

Local grant recipients report on services provided and outcomes reached on a
quarterly basis. They are monitored on-site by members of the Health & Social
Services Commission. The Borough, in turn, provides quarterly reports to the State
Department of Health and Social Services. We also respond to any questions or

requests for information the Department might have.

To keep these comments within the allotted time, | will provide the committee with a
more complete written description of the Boroughs’ accountability measures as well as
a community impact summary that highlights the services provided in the prior fiscal

year.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to speak today, and thank you for your support.



Fairbanks North Star Borough

809 Pioneer Road P.O. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1000
www. co.fairbanks.ak. us

March 16, 2007

Representatives Mike Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representatives Chenault and Meyer,

First, thank you for restoring funding to the Human Services Community
Matching Grant. This program allows our community’s non-profits to provide
necessary services in a very efficient and cost effective manner.

Second, during the subcommittee discussions, the issue of accountability for
those funds was raised. The Fairbanks North Star Borough shares this concern,
given that FNSB public funds are also being used.

Here are the steps we follow to ensure that accountability:

Agencies wishing to receive HSCMG funds must submit proposals in response to
an RFP issued by the Borough. The proposals must document all of the
following:

0 Agency eligibility (B501(c)3 status)

0 That the proposed use meets the statutory definition of essential
human services
Need for services
Expected outcomes
Methodology they will follow to produce those outcomes
Expenses and income: budgets and budget narratives that show both
the HSCMG funds and any other funds / in-kind that will be used to
produce the outcomes
Evaluation plan, tools and prior year results
How the evaluation results are used
Management and organizational capacity
Job descriptions and resumes of project personnel and key
management and fiscal personnel,
0 Board composition, training, and involvement in the agency.

O OO0 oo

O O0Ooo

The Health & Social Services Commission, a 9 member public body, reads and
scores each proposal. Commissioners complete a detailed scoring rubric for



every proposal and scores are averaged. The scoring process provides an
opportunity for Commissioners to ask clarifying questions of the agencies, and

scoring is done at a public meeting.

Funds are allocated on the basis of the scores, starting with the highest score
and working through the list until funds are exhausted. There is a minimum
score to receive funds. Each applicant is limited to $50,000. The number of
proposals funded depends on total funds (70% from the state, 30% from the

Borough).

The Borough Finance Department separately reviews each proposal to assess
the audit risk to the Borough when passing through state grant funds. They
review information in the proposals (program and budget narratives, job
descriptions and resumes of key financial personnel, descriptions of Board
involvement with financial oversight), third party information (two most recent
audits or CPA reviews, including management letters and agency responses)
and any prior experience the Borough has with grants to those agencies.

If this analysis raises concerns, additional conditions are put on the agency grant
(such as supplying copies of source documentation) or the agency may be
disqualified from consideration altogether.

When the Borough issues HSCMG grants to agencies, all the conditions of the
DHSS grant to the Borough, including quarterly program and financial reporting,

are passed through.

Funds are advanced to agencies on a quarterly basis, subject to the receipt of
acceptable program and financial reports. Reports provided to the Borough are
reviewed by Borough staff and members of the Health & Social Services
Commission. Commission members also monitor each agency on-site during the
grant year: any concerns are forwarded to staff for further investigation.

DHSS requires the FNSB to submit copies of agency quarterly program reports.
Program reports include both activities and outcomes. DHSS requires the FNSB
to combine all agency financial reports into one state financial report. Both
program and financial reports are submitted quarterly lo DHSS.

DHSS requires the FNSB to have a separate program level audit of this program,
in addition to the standard state single audit requirement.

Should DHSS have any questions on the grant reports submitted, all they need
to do is ask the FNSB for more information. To our knowledge, all requests
from DHSS have been responded to timely and to their satisfaction.

In short, the processes used by the Borough for allocating and managing the
Human Services Community Matching Grant are accountable. If you would like



copies of any of the documents involved (the Request for Proposals, agency
submittals, scores, grant agreements, or quarterly reports) please let me know.

Again, thank you for restoring funds to the Human Services Community Matching
Grant. If | can provide any further information, please do not hesitate to ask.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Keepers
Administrator for the
Health & Social Services Commission

CC: Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice Chair
Representative Richard Foster
Representative Mike Hawker
Representative Mike Kelly
Representative Bill Thomas
Representative Harry Crawford
Representative Les Gara
Representative Reggie Joule

Representative Mary Nelson
Commissioner Karleen Jackson, Department of Health & Social Services

Assistant Commissioner Janet Clarke, Dept, of Health & Social Services
Mayor Jim Whitaker, Fairbanks North Star Borough
Michael Lamb, Chief Financial Officer



Fairbanks North
Star Borough
Health and
Social Services
Commission Grant Funds Were Distributed

to Six Non-Profit Agencies
» Alaska Legal Services Corporation  s00000
¢ Big Brothers Big Sisters isee) ]
¢ Fairbanks Community Food Bank
* Interior Community Health Center jessssy

* North Star Youth Court 3500000

* Resource Center for Parents & 300
Children

2500000

2000000

1500000

1000000

The agencies used state 500000
funds to leverage 18 0
times that amount in the
value of services to the State funds $ 242,650
ity Borough funds $ 103,993
community: Income generated by projects $ 236,902

Other funds received by projects $1,440,076
In-kind generated by projects $2,652,251

Highlights of Services Tolal value .0 ,he community $4,675972

Distributed 630,125 pounds of food, filling 35,090 requests for food from the needy, using

17,431 volunteer hours.
73 children, who were known or suspected of having prenatal alcohol exposure, received

developmental screening and support.
220 low income families received legal advice and referrals for housing, family law. health,

and income maintenance issues.

655 children spent time with their Big Brother or Big Sister, enriching their lives with adult
attention and support; over 69% showed improvement in school performance; 71% showed
improvement in his/her attitude about school; 67% reported improvement with relationships
with family; 85% reported an improvement in self confidence.

71 youth were referred to youth court, diverting work from the formal juvenile justice system;
youth defendants contributed 668 hours of community sen/ice to various non-profits as a part

of their sentence.
993 people who are poor, near poor, uninsured or underinsured, were provided with

affordable preventive and primary healthcare.



Funding Level Since FY 2003

While the state funding level increased

slightly this year, we're still missing out. State Funding FV 2002-2007
From FYO02 through FY07, the community  $s000 ...,

lost the potential to generate $9,017,758 $400000

of other funds, project income and in- :zggggg 312083 281003
kind contributions due to insufficient £250,000 239700 230700 242650 iéﬂ

state funding. That’'s more than one $200,000 - $
million dollars per year that could have $150,000 o 0 .
been used to serve people who are $100000 1

|

hungry, elderly,

influence or kids in need of guidance.
FY 2002  FY 2003  FY 2004

Agency
Alaska Legal Services

Corp

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Fairbanks Community Food
Bank

Hospice of the Tanana
Valley

Interior Community Health
Center
North Star Council on Aging

North Star Youth Court

Intenor AIDS Association

Resource Center For
Parents And Children

Audit Expense

$50,000

ill, dying, under the ©

FY 2007 Human Services
Community Matching Grant

Projects Funded

Brief Project Description
Piovide lega" assistance to low-wcome families (those with incomes below poverty level) in civil
cases such as housing, Income, public assistance benolits, health care and family law (including
domestic violence)
Match children in need of additional adull atlenlion with adult volunteers
Coiloc! local surplus food and give itlo people who need it, through agencies who am (rained lo
identify and respond (0 most needs
Provide Patient Care Services and support lo terminally ill people am) then loved ones Provide
Bereavement Services, educal.on. information and training on issues relating to death and dying,
gnefand loss
Provide preventative & pnmary health care services on a sliding <ee sclwdute to low S moderalo
incomo people (such as (he uninsured)
Meals On Wheels - provide nutritious meals (or 1GO fkimebound seniors in the FNSB

Facilitate active participation by victims, youlh offenders, and Ih«i' community and lo reduce Iho
recidivism rate of ollenders Youlh Court North Slar Youlh Couil Iranis youth between llia ages
12-18 lo serve as judges, prosecuting & doteriso attorneys, jurors & court clerks in actual criminal
cases involving lhoe peers

Project Special Oehvery -a program developed by and lor opiate users (such as methadone) who
wanl lo olinnnjio then dependent/on narcotic diugs by accessing medical services including
treatment, counseling and other turning services

Provide services (o intervene in Ihe lives ol children who have either been diagnosed with Fetal
Alcohol Specimen Disorders or children who have boon pronatally c.pOKd in alcohol

DHSS has placed controversial audit requirements, which o*cr«d the Sljlo Single Audd
standards on those grants which dirocUy reduces aval.ible dotlars lor program ifnlivery

Total Projects Funded

Resource Center For
Parents And Children
Fairbanks Counseling S
Adopt,on

Amoncan Rod
Cross/Fairbanks
Community Food Bank
Collaborative

Projects NOT Funded

Provide service* to interveni! in Ihn livns ol chrfcJrt Mwfx> hjvo ei(huf tx'on J with Fet.il

Alcohol Spectrum Disorder* or thtfdriin who havo been jiron.it itiy *s»jkthmJIn iicohoi

bervif firnrfy monitors .it Ft W/unwright wtK)«ifo mjnmenung hardship*. such on vnglu

I>.irnriting fttfO 1*. duo lu doplOytjd ip 0tjto
CoUsiborution providing on going (Mining lor community juirjkirrdnns* for timergun* ics through
Amont./in Rod CrOSs .i\ wull providing oitnndod opuruliwn* limes lind mnnr volunteer* to do

tfi« additional worv

Tofal Projects Not Funded
Total Project Request for FY 2007

slund-i* iiiU k - iil* list M(i ajul

iMikb tnw Ifw (HISS

FY 2005

Grant
Amount

S50.00C
S50.00C

$50.000

$50,000
S50.00C

$50,000

S50.000

$50,000

$7,805

S/80

$408,585

$92,195

$26.495

$86,000

$204,690
$613,275

FY 2006  FY 2007

Other Funds,
Project
Income & In-
Kind

S43.60G
$1,967,507

$2,465,160

$578.020
$174,225

$296.343

$223,405

$2t6,07!

$4,500

$5,969,631

$48.87".

$18,490

$2,429,160

$2,496,525
$8,466,156



I’m writing this letter to let you know how fortunate I feel that | have the FRA adult ca<
center with its excellent staffand facilities to look after my mom.

Four years ago my mom was no longer able to live on her own and moved in us.

My husband and | worked different shifts so we could share looking after her so she
wouldn’t be alone during the day. Then | found out about the FRA adult care center
through the Fairbanks Hospital and now she spends the day at the center Monday through
Friday 7:45am to 3:00pm which has allowed me to continue to work my job and without

worrying about her.

I am always impressed how well the center is managed. Anytime | have come by to visit
during my lunch hour she is having a wonderful sit down lunch with her friends or when
1 pick my mom up after work she is participating in a group activities such as word
games, dominos, bowling, indoor golf, or her favorite gardening outside on the patio.

| feel that the FRA adult care center has given my mom a better quality life and an
excellent opportunity to interactive with others her own age.

The FRA adult care center has been a blessing for me and is a true benefit to our
community. Thank you for taking the time to read my letter and thank you for the

excellent care and stalTat the FRA Adult Center.

Betty Ilogan
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LIO Fairbanks

From: Ann K Langenberg-Miller [ann@denalidomehome,com] Sent: Wed 3/14/2007 6:52 PM
To: LIO Fairbanks

Cc: rpeck@alaskatla.org

Subject: HB 95

Attachments:

We at the Denali Dome Home Bed and Breakfast are starting our 19th
year in the Denali area, just 12 miles north of Denali National Park.
Our guests for these two decades have been the independent traveler
for the most part.

We hope you will increase appropriation of $18 million for the core
tourism marketing program and an $8.5 million allocation for the
independent traveler marketing campaign as it is very important to
our business.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ann Langenberg-Miller and Terry Miller

Terry Miller and Ann K Langenberg-Miller
PO Box 262

Healy, Alaska 99743

1-907-683-1239

1-800-683-1239

Denali Dome Home Bed and Breakfast
mailto:info@denalidomehome.com

web site http://www.denalidomehome.com

litl|>s://owa.lcgis.slatc.tik.iis/li()cl) \MIn) OV () (r201)5.1I5M L?Cnid=0|>cn 3/15/2007
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Finance Committee

on HIBY% dated .3/17/07.

Doar Committee Members,

| am writing to thank you for your support for the new budget Increment for Pear Operated Services. This
is a vital catagory in an overall recovery based, preventative behavioral health system.

| am also writing about Soteria House, a new project, which the AK Mental Health Trust Is supporting, to
open a non-medication based alternative to mental health hospitalization In Anchorage. It will use a
dignified, home like environment and peer support to stabilize residents and move them on to happy
healthy lives In the community. Soteria House has the dedicated board and staff, grassroots support from
Alaska and nationwide, and now it needs funding of $220,000. on the state budget to open It's doors. It's
hard to describe whal a difference this could make for many people who are newly diagnosed with
symptoms of serious mental iliness, to keep them from being over medicated and consequently cycling in
and out of the hospital for most of thoir lives. There are a handful of Soteria House models all over the
world, and they have exoellent outcomes when compared to conventional psychiatric hospitalization.

Please consider this Innovative project. It will create a major paradigm shift in the thinking and care
available, for individuals recovering from mental lliness.

Tharik you so much for your time,
Eliza Eller

Chair, Alaska Consumers Consortium
And founding resident of lonia, Inc.

tViz'J flkvrt ttd etlcr
lcvaO, lac.

S'4732 burdock road
kasUcf, Alaska
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Testimony

Good morning/afternoon. This is Tom Conley from the Sitka School Board. Tliank you
for the opportunity to testify on HB 95.

The Sitka School Board adopted the 2007-08 budget this Thursday in order to meet our
obligation to get it to the City and Borough Assembly by April 1st. Asyou con appreciate we
had to do some educated guess work concerning projected revenues. As we went through the
process we discovered that at last years funding level we would have a $650,000 to $750,000
shortfall. The deficit was solved by reducing four teaching positions and tNwjjaiapicfcssional
positions out ofa staffof 120 members plus some other lesser economies. Fortunately wi
retirements wc can achieve the staffreduction by attrition but it will mean increases in class size
and reduction in electives. Though certainly not happy we are quite aware that we arc fortiurate
when wc contemplate the deprivations being faced by other districts in Southeast such as
Wrangell and Petersburg.

In setting the budget and with our eyes open we made the assumption that HB95 would
pass. Certainly without the $207jnLLlion designated to cover the increase in the TRS/PERS
liability we would be in deep It would be a $3.2 million item for us and if not available
would force mass layoffs. Thus we ore very thankful the to legislature and governor for assuring
us that the increase will be covered. The idea of sweetening the pot to the tune another $77
million to pay down the TRS/PERS contribution rate to 12.56% is also very appealing though wc
understand that as things now stand that money would have to come out of the $5380 BSA. We
can support that if another mechanism such as a $430 increase in the BSA plus a further W b
increase in the 1SER numbers becomes available in separate legislation. We think that a
combination of the two mechanisms is the fairest way to go and serves the needs both of urban
districts via the increase in the BSA and tlie special needs of the rural and bush schools via the
additional funding in an expanded ISER allocation.

We would also like to urge the legislature to look seriously at two other matters. The first
is vocational education which we think will become increasingly more important in the years to
come as we start to build a gas pipeline and hope to foster a robust local hire campaign. Without
the trained workforce that vocational education can help provide we will be back to exporting
paychecks to the lower 48 like we were during the last pipeline boom. Imaginative ways to
support vocational education outside the 20% block grant mechanism that lumps voc-ed with
special education, English os n second language, etc. is urgently needed. Secondly we need to
address the problem ofintensive needs students, a subclass of special education kids whose
physical, emotional, and/or developmental problems more often thau not require the active
attention of a onc-on-onc paraprofessional plus significant auxiliary services. At present these
students are funded at 5X the BSA but all to often require services that cost the district 8-1 0X
the BSA. The problem is particularly severe in districts like Sitka which servo as “magnet”
schools for a rural service area and find themselves facing an influx of such intensive needs
students.

Again the Sitka School District would like to thank you for the opportunity to testify.
Two of our hoard were over in Juucau lobbying in February and were very impressed with the
spirit of amity that seems to pervade the legislature tills year and the sense that the legislature

intends to accomplish a great deal. It Is very refreshing and very gratifying.
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Testimony to the Legislature in support of funding for the University of Alaska

PO Box 1235

Dillingham, Alaska 99576
March 17,2007

My name is Gina Pope, and | am representing the students at large in the Bristol Bay
Region. | also sit as a chair on the Bristol Bay Campus Council and have a scat on the
College of Rural and Community Development.

| started out as a student while living in Nondalton. finished my 2rndyear and 4 hyear
degrees in Kokhunok, and a 2nd Bachelor degree while living in Nondalton. lcurrently
hold a Master’s degree and have a current Type C teaching certificate with the State of
Alaska.

1work and live 137 miles from where | grew tip. This is significant because | am one of
many people across rural Alaska who are able to gain skills and employment through the
University of Alaska’s degree programs, while still contributing to the area. |his is
essential in building the economic base of the region.

lhe far-reaching effect of the University across Alaska plays an integral part of giving
local people leadership skills and in obtaining training certificates and d«vrces to assure
that people qualify for employment and can continue to Jive in our culturally rich region.
Our local campus averages an enrollment of 530 students per semester,

for these reasons, Iam asking that the Finance Committee support the University of

Alaska colleges in general as well as the rural campuses, and thank you.
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James Garhart
P.0O. Box 872533
Wasilla, Alaska
99687

Ph. 907-746-2828

Written testimony to Budget Committee 3/17/2007

It is my appreciation of tho theatre of the absurd that draws
mo here today. The fact that you aLlow us, your employers/ to
give you our input leaves me almost speechless. That is just
as well because we are only granted two minutes to give our
input on your 75 page budget proposal.

T will use my 120 seconds to talk overall budget thoughts.
Three point four billion d*“ lar general fund budget, fine, O0.K.,
sounds good, whatever.

By the way, any amount over last year, inflation adjusted,
is an increase and nob, repeat, NOT a cut.

IT by che end of the 2008 session you legislators do not have
a longrange fiscal plan in place, a serious proposal to achieve
a forward funded general fund budget, and have not addressed
what 1 consider as the fraud of the Permanent Fund NET dividend,
then all legislators, but especially those in leadership or on
budget committees, should be replaced.

To be cloar on the Permanent Fund T will use FY2006 as an
example. While the amount paid out in dividend checks into thu right
pockot was $688.6 million, the amount taken in from the sale of
dividend recipient owned roources and withheld from tho loft pocket
was $601.1 million. This resulted in a NET return of $07.5 million,
exactly 1/4 of 1& of $35 Billion. An approximate NET return of

174 ol 1% on a fund naming ov«r 1 1 is disgraceful-

In honor of tho Tdidarod I chono to be a dog in todays dog and

pony show so now r will replace my muzzle and temTAC/IT"1/

quit barking.
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I'm wiling this letter to lei you know how fortunate I feel thul I hove tlie' FRA adult cure

Four years ago my niom was no longer able to live on her own and moved in us.

My husband mid | worked different shifts so we could st.ire looking after her so she
wouldn’t he alone during the day. Then 1found out about he FRA adult care center
through, tho Fairbanks Hospital and now she spends the day it the center Monday through
Friday 7:45am to 3:00pm which has allowed me to continue to work niy Job and without

worrying about her.

luni always impressed how well the center is managed. Anytime lhave come by to visit
during my lunch hour site is having a wonderful sit down lunch with her friends or when
I pick my mom up after work she is participating in a group activities such as word
games, dominos, bowling, indoor golf, or her favorite gardening outside on the patio.’

1
| feel lhal the FRA adult cure center has given my mom a better quality life and an

excellent opportunity to interactive with others her own age,

The LRA adull care center has been a blessing for me and is a true benefit to our
community. Thank, you for taking the time to read my letter and thank you for the
excellent care nod staffat the FRA Adult Center.

* |

Hetty Hogan

T, ot M a*Ud,



MAR-19-07 MON 09:46 AM  FBX LEGIS INFORMATION FAX NO. 9074563346 P. 02/19

I’'m writing this; letter to let you know liow fortunate 1fuel that' | have the FRA adult caic
center with its excellent staffand facilities to look alter my, mom.

Four yours ago my mom was no longer able to live on her own and moved in us.

My husband and | worked different shifts so wc could share looking after her so she
wouldn’t be alone during die day,- Then | found out aboftt the FRA adult carc center
through the Fairbanks Hospital and now she spends the day at the center Monday through
Friday 7;45uin to 3:00pm which has allowed me to continue to work niyjob and without

worrying about her. o !

I nm always impressed how well tlie center is managed. Anytime Jhave come by lo visit
during my lunch hour she is having a wonderful sit down lunch with her friends or when
lpick my mom up after work she is participating in a group activities such as word
games, dominos, howling, indoor golf, or her favorite gardening outside on the patio.

| feel that the IVRA adult care center has given my mom a belter quality life and an
excellent opportunity to interactive with others her own age,’'

The FRA adult care center has been a blessing lor me and is a true benefit to our
community. Thank you for taking the time to read my letter anu.thank you for the
excellent care and .staffut the FRA Adult Center.

Hotly Hogan

TV 70°“"
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I’m willing this letter lo let you know how fortunate | fuel Ihat 1have the iTRA adull cure
cooler with its excellent slaffand facilities lo look after my mom. ¢

Four years ago my mom was no longer able (o live on her own and moved in us.

My husband and J worked different shifts so we could simre looking after her so she
wouldn't he lilone during the day. Then | found out about the FRA adult care center
through tlie Fairbanks Hospital and now she spends the day at the center Monday through
Friday 7:45am to 3:00pm which has allowed me to continue to work my job and without
worrying about her.

I am always impressed how well (lie center is managed. Anytime | have conic by to visit
during my lunch hour she is having a wonderful sit down lunch with her friends orwhen
;Jpick my mom up after work she is participating in a group activities such as word
lgnuio's, dominos, bowling, indoor golf, or her favorite gardening outside on the patio.

| s » »

| feel that the FRA udull care center has given my mom a better quality life and an
excellent opportunity to interactive with others her own age.

The FKA adult care center has been a blessing for me and is a true benefitto our -
community. Thank you for taking the time to retyl my letter and thank you for the
excellent care and stnlTat the FRA Adult Center.

Jelly UogW
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m From: *Ann K lanaftntiorij- MiUorlAnMPtlerialldornehonu’.com] Sent: Wed 3/1-1/2007 G:52 PM
e Tot 110 Fairbanks

Cc:. I'podket liolosloolkorc]

Subject: *« HO 95
¢ Attachments:

,» Wo at tho Denali Dome Home I3ed and Breakfast ore starting our J9th.
e’ « -year In the Denali area, Just 12 miles north of Denali National Park. .
¢ Our guests for these two decades' have been tlie independent traveler’
«- for the most part.
% i 1 .2 ' \
. Wc hope you will increase appropriation of .$18 million for the core-’ =
m , . tourism marketing program and an $8.5 million allocation for the
Independent traveler marketing campaign as It is very Important to
> ;Qtir business. e Lo <

-mThank you for your consideration.

Ann Langenbdi'o-Miller and Teriy Miller

Tony Miller arid Ann K Langenberg-Miller
, PO Box 262

A Me&% Alaska 99743
1-90/-683-1239 *
' 1-800683-1229

Denali Porno Homo Bod and Breakfast
oI: pvii|in;Info(<jVlen.;ilidpihehynie.coivi
, wob silo lijtp.V/ww>v denalirlorn?lio:ne.co:n\

lilll>::://own.|pgl.s.s|[ito.:ik,iis/lioolI>x/Inbox/I Tn%2095. 1iML, ?Crnil. T:ojien V15/2007

Mnirtuti% ZLi»4au t>, m .urtf.KIM M iw M iii/ .mituiri'K K . [
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Soteria-Alaska, Inc.
406 G Street, Suite 206.
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907)360-6768
www.soteria-alaska.com

This paper is in response to commonly asked questions about Soteria-Alaska.

1 What is Soteria House and how is it different from conventional treatment?
Soteria House is different from conventional hospitalization in its structure, philosophy

and primary mode of treatment.

General Description: Soteria-Alaska is a proposed small, homelike environment for
people who are newly or relatively newly diagnosed with severe mental illness. Hospital

units usually are larger and more institutional.

Soteria Candidates: Soteria-Alaska candidates are people who desire to be treated with
minimal medications for short periods of time or no medication especially anti-
psychotics. They will be in good physical health and will be screened out if there is
medical or substance abuse requiring intense medical supervision. Likely some of the
residents will have co-occurring substance abuse issues. Traditional hospital patients,
especially at State Institutions, may be newly diagnosed or may be considered chronically
mentally ill. Often they are mandated into treatment per the rcquirciiK its of Title 47.30.

Milieu Therapy: Soteria relies on the milieu (homelike environment, interpersonal
relationships, acceptance and normal activities of daily living).Thcir activities and course
in the house is determined by the choice of the resident along with the milieu. There will
be up to eight beds in Soteria llouse. Residents arc encouraged to maintain a whole
person self view and to maintain roles in society. Residents and staffenter into
partnership with as minimal a power differential as can be accomplished. Length of stay
is projected at 1to Amonths. Discharge occurs when the person can resume usual roles
outside of the house. Residents are welcome to return to visit and/or volunteer.

The traditional hospitals use a disease approach. The person is sick and will be sick all of
his/her life. The individual’s role is to be patient. The staff's role is to treat and contain.
There is an observable power differential. Medication is the primary treatment. Institution
and staff needs drive scheduled activities (arts and crabs, exercise, etc.). Routine
activities (preparing meals,going to class or work, etc) are absent. Patients do not come
and go and may be committed. Ilie length of stay for hospitalization usually is shorter
and projected in days or weeks. Discharge from the hospital occurs when one is
“stabilized” usually in terms of medication, 7 he long-term goal is to maintain the person

on medication permanently.


http://www.soteria-alaska.com

Staff: The Line and interactive staff at Soteria will be people with personal
qualities/competencies to maintain a helpful, hopeful environment. They will not
necessarily be trained mental health workers. There will, however, be oversight by a
qualified clinician and a psychiatrist. Two staff will be scheduled at all times. Trained
and supervised volunteers will supplement paid staff for activities or emergency or high
acuity periods. There will also be an active training program for staff and volunteers in
the skills that are need to them to function in their roles

Hospital staff members arc usually trained in psychiatry, nursing, social work and/or
mental health. Personal qualifications and experience with mental health recovery are

not often recognized as a critical part of the qualifying experience.

2. What is the science on alternatives to conventional hospitalization?
The following is a research summary presented to an Anchorage audience by Robert
Whitaker, investigative reporter and author of Mad in America. On February 10, 2007:

1. Bockoven’s Retrospective Study

Study Description
Compared five-year outcomes for psychotic patients treated from 1947 to 1952 without

antipsychotic drugs with five-year outcomes for psychotic patients treated from 1967-
1972 with antipsychotic drugs.

Results
1947-1952 group: 45% of patients treated without drugs did not relapse in follow-up

period, and 76% were successfully living in the community at the end of 'he follow-up
period.

1967-1972 group: 51% of patients treated with drugs did not relapse in follow-up period.
The drug-treated group were also much more "socially dependt nt* on welfare and
needing other forms of support than those in the 1947 cohort.

(Am J Psychiatry 1975; 132:796-801)

2. Drug Treatment vs. Experimental Forms of Care in the 1970s

Study author Follow-up Period Relapse rate for Relapse rate for non-
medicated patients medicated patients

Carpenter One year 45 % 35%

(1977)

Ruppaport Three years 62% 21%

(197.X)

(Am J Psychiatry 1977; 134: 14*20;//// I'ltatmacopsychiaiiy 197X; 13: 100-11)
3. 1*oOriginal Soteria Project

Study Description

Soteria-Alaska While Paper
March, 2007



First-episode schizophrenia patients treated in a hospital setting with drugs versus
treatment in the Soteria House, which was staffed by non-professionals arid involved no
immediate use of antipsychotic medications. Results are from 1971-1983 cohorts, with 97
patients treated conventionally and 82 patients treated in Soteria House.

Results
« Atend ofsix weeks: psychopathology reduced comparably in both groups on

standardized measures.
» Atend of two years:
Soteria patients had better psychopathology scores
Soteria patients had fewer hospital readmissions
Soteria patients had higher occupational levels
Soteria patients were more often living independently or with peers

Antipsychotic Use in Soteria Patients

76% did not use antipsychotic drugs during first six weeks

42% did not use any antipsychotic during two-year study

Only 19 % regularly maintained on drugs during follow-up period
(J Nerv Menl Dis 1999; 187:142-149;./Akn' Mem Dis 2003; 191:219-229)

4. Results from other programs that have minimized use of neuroleptics
(antipsychotic medications)

e Soteria in Switzerland. Ciompi reported (1992) that first-episode patients
treated with no or very low doses of antipsycholics “demonstrated significantly
better results than patients treated conventionally.*’

» Sweden. Cullbcrg reported (2002) that 55% of first-episode patients treated in an
experimental program were off neuroleptics (anti-psychotic medications) at end
of three years, and the others were being maintained on extremely low doses of
chlorpromazinc. Patients treated in this manner spent fewer days in the hospital
than conventionally treated patients in three-year follow-up period.

Finland. Lehtincn and his colleagues developed a program that involves treating
first-episode patients without neuroleptics for first three weeks, and then initiating
drug treatment only when *“absolutely necessary.” At the end of five year.>, 37%
of the experimental group had never been exposed to neuroleptics, and 88% had
never been rchospitalized during the two-to-live-year follow-up period. (Reported

in 2001).

Finland. Seikkula reported in 2006 that alter five years, 82% of psychotic
patients treated with his “open dialogue™ approach did not have any residual
psychotic symptoms, and that 86% had returned to thcii studies or full-time jobs.
Only 14% were on disabi'ity allowance. Seventy-one percent of patients never
look any antipsychotic medication.

Soteria-Alaska White Paper
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(BrJ Psychiatry 1992; 161 Suppl 18): 145-53; Med Arcli 1999; 53:167-70.; Acta
psychiatr Scand 2002; 106:276-85.; Eur Psychiatry 2000; 15:312-20.; Psychotherapy

Research, 2006; 16(2):214-28.)

3. Why were the original Soteria House and its replication Enianon House closed in
the 1980°s?

The first factor is that the two houses were funded solely by research grants from the
National Institute of Mental Health. Research funding ultimately ends. The two houses
had never become a part of the mental health service delivery system.

A second factor was the emphasis on pharmaceuticals and to fund programs that provide
maintenance support for medicated, disabled people. The concept of recovery and
prevention is relatwely new. Funding (primarily Medicaid) has been established to be
used for treatment of sick and disabled people. The Soteria projects had been established
to prevent chronic illness. Therejust wasn’t funding for this type of service.

4. Are there other Soteria Programs in (he US?

There arc a number of programs in the US that utilize the principles and concepts learned
at the original Soteria House in California. To the best of our knowledge, however, there
arc no services that arc called Soteria and there is a great deal of variation between the
existing services and the original Soteria House. Following arc some broad categories of
services that rely on some concepts developed at Soteria House:

Transitional Group Monies: Some of these residential services encourage milieu
involvement as a primary mode of treatment. They arc therapeutic homes. People who
live there engage in routine activities of daily living and learn about tools for recovery
through experience. Tools include interpersonal supports, eating nutritiously, exercise,
employment skills, etc. People may come to these homes after a hospitalization and
some cases to avert hospitalization. Transitional housing regulations vary by state. They
arc time limited, but longer than hospitalization. Often staff members are not trained
mental health workers, but may receive training on the job. These types of services differ
from Soteria in that they are not usually for people in their first or second episode.

Housing First Model programs: This model has been found to be very effective with
very severely disabled homeless people who do not respond to conventional treatment.
This model incorporates the notion of respect, choice and self determination and does not
mandate/require conventional treatment. It does not use milieu since residents live in
single dwelling units. They are offered other individualized services if they so desire.
Housing First Model programs usually serve people who have carried a diagnos.s of
mental illness for some time.

Crisis Respite: There are a growing number of crisis respite services. Some are part of
a hospital setting and some are in home-like environments. Crisis respite services avert
hospitalization for people experiencing symptoms. Providence Medical Center in
Anchorage has as part of its continuum a crisis respite service that is currently housed in
the building that was previously Alaska Psychiatric Institute. There is great variation

Soteria-Alaska White Paper
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within this category of service, blit I would like to describe one exemplary crisis respite
service in Poughkeepsie, NY that incorporates many of the Soteria principles and
concepts.

Rose House, a program of PEOPLE, Inc, is a home.'ike environment for people having a
psychiatric crisis. At the respite home they have their own room and arc staff available to
support them and assure safety. Staff members are, or have been, consumers of mental
health sendees. They are not necessarily trained mental health workers. They are well
versed in recoveiy--having practiced their own recovery. Guests are allowed to eat and
make meals whenever they want and they are allowed to come and go as they please.
There is staff monitoring of this to maintain safety. Rose House has a much shorter
length of stay than we have predicted for Soteria House. While some of the people who
come to Rose House have experienced only one or two episodes, many have been
diagnosed for some time. The executive director of PEOPLE, Inc., Steve Miccio, states
that most people who go to Rose House return to their normal activities. In addition, they
have reduced rates of hospitalization following their stay at Rose House. Rose House is
in the process of conducting an outcome study. As soon as the results arc tabulated they
will be incorporated into this paper.

Soteria House: There is great controversy in the field of psychiatry about the relative
effectiveness of neuroleptic (antipsychotic) medication and the dangcrousness of side
effects. This has resulted in a renewed interest in psychosocial treatments, prevention and
use of recovery tools that do not rely on medication as the primary mode of treatment.
Soteria House is one alternative in a comprehensive system of care. In addition to the
development of a Soteria House in Alaska, Community Access, a well established mental
health program in NYC is in the process of developing a Soteria model house.

5. Will people in Soteria House he safe?

There is so much stigma and misinformation that surtound people who are experiencing
mental illness that the safety concerns are not surprising. Many of them are steeped in
popular myths. Following are some specific safety concerns:

How will Soteria care for people with serious medical conditions?

Since Soteria-Alaska is designed for people with their first or second psychotic episode,
they likely will he young adults who are otherwise generally healthy and who have not
had long term "sc of neuroleptics (antipsychotics). Therefore, the medical conditions
associated with taking such medications will not be present. Finally, the business plan
describes a process of referral where people with serious medical conditions requiring
intensive medical monitoring can be screened out.

How will Soteria handle people who are aggressive?

Research undercuts the myth that people with mental illness are dangerous. There is no
correlation between violent behavior and mental illness. In fact people with mental
illness are more likely to be victims (MacArtinir Network on Mental Health. 2002;
Teplin, L. et. al,, Crime Victimization in Adults with Severe Mental IlIness, Arch. General
Psychiatry, August, 2005; Sorensen, 1)., The invisible Victim, Tash Connections, August.
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2003; Honig, J, New Research Continues to Challenge the Need for Outpatient
Commitment, New England Journal on Criminal and Civil Confinement, Winter, 2005).

The original Soteria House, Rose House and the Soteria-Alaska developers’ combined
experiences tell us that people are unlikely lo be aggressive in this setting. To ensure
safety, Soteria House will have a safety plan and staff will be trained on how to de-
escalate and avoid aggressive confrontation.

How will Soteria address issues of safety for suicidal people?

As part of the policies and procedures, staff will be trained in informal suicide assessment
and procedures for working with suicidal residents. The Soteria milieu has a wrap-
around philosophy. Unlike being in the hospital or even at home, the staff and volunteers
are dedicated to the safety of the residents. The original Soteria House described a way
of “being with” someone who is in crisis. Staffcan be assigned one-to-one. Policies and
procedures will describe the process of adding on call staff if there is high acuity.
Coordination with the Providence psychiatric ER will be maintained for use ifat all

necessary.

How can Soteria maintain safety if residents can come and go?

Experience from the original Soteria House and from other transitional residential
programs leads us to the answer. Again, the milieu is the treatment. 1f someone wishes
to leave the house, staff members are well aware of their current mental state. If there
appears to be safety issues, one or more staff, volunteers and/or residents will accompany

the person, if they feel they must go out.

Summary
Soteria-Alaska is an essential component for the Alaska mental health system. These

types of services have been proven over and over to be e fective and safe. In the long run
preventative services such as Soteria save money by helping people avoid chronic illness
and life long disability.
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March 19, 2007

Good afternoon & thank you to the House Finance Committee for the opportunity to

share my comments.

My name is Amy LaHaie, and I'm the Sales Manager for Alaska Wildland Adventures in
Girdwood, AK. Our company specializes in guided small group, natural history tours
throughout Alaska. We own and operate two lodges and an RV park on the Kenai, as
well as operating a variety of Kenai river-based day trips. Collectively, we spend more
than $2 million dollars a year in Alaska's local economy on goods, services and staff.

We believe substantial increases in Alaska's core tourism marketing will greatly benefit
small businesses in Alaska & will also enhance the development of tourism to remote
areas - regions that are begging for economic opportunity. Status quo funding of tourism
marketing, conversely, will result in even greater challenges for small businesses and

remote area tourism.

Outside of the Alaska cruise ship sector, with combined marketing spending of more
than S80 million a year, many small Alaska tourism companies operate on bare-bone
marketing budgets. Significantly increasing tourism destination marketing expenditures
is the best way, we believe, to boost growth in non-cruise segments of Alaska tourism &
to effectively contribute to AK's overall economy.

An $18 million dollar destination marketing budget and $8.5 million dollar independent
traveler marketing campaign budget will allow Alaska to improve & enhance its
destination marketing. These budget increases will also provide a measure to jump start
independent travel in Alaska, a segment which is stagnant or declining. Independent
travel pumps money into small scale, local specialty businesses, which add immense
value, interest and unique offerings to Alaska tourism.

| urge you to support the increase in the overall tourism marketing budget. Growth in
tourism equates to growth in Alaska's overall economy and direct state revenues.
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Mr. Chair, committee members, March 19,2007

My name is Faith Myers. | am a mental health consumer and a mental health advocate

for psychiatric patient’s rights.

I am encouraging the House Finance Committee to add a funding stream to the Slate
budget for Soteria-Alaska, a proposed voluntary residential alternative for people who are
experiencing symptoms of serious mental illness for the first or second time.

1will let the doctors and the Soteria house project manager speak to the technical

points.

I am speaking as a patient advocate and a former patient.

Psychiatric patients need lo be given every opportunity to recover, notjust stabilize on
medication, but an actual opportunity to rejoin society. The Soteria house model which |
am familiar with should be given the funding to open its doors in 2008. As a former
patient, 1don’t believe Alaska will be disappointed with the results. Soteria houses have
a history of excellent outcomes, less recidivism and lower expense.

In closing, | encourage the House Finance committee to add a funding stream for
Soteria- Alaska in the state budget so consumers of mental health, like myself, can have

an alternative.

Faith Myers
(907) 248-3342
or (907) 929-0532
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Pubiic Testimony
Mouse Finance Committee

March 16, 2007

Mr. Chair and Members of the Committee:

This past year i had the opportunity to work on the development of a project called
Soteria-Alaska. This is a project whose development is being funded by the Alaska
Mental 1llealth Trust Authority. Sotcria House is a proposed alternative for people who
have serious symptoms of and are newly diagnosed with mental illness who might
otherwise go into the hospital—if this was not available to them. It will be located in the
Anchorage area, but it will be available to all people in Alaska that have symptoms of

serious mental illness and are relatively newly diagnosed.

It will use a dignilied, home-like environment and peer support to help residents move on
to happy healthy lives in the community rather than becoming chronically disabled.
Soteria-Alaska is modeled after other Soteria services that have been long studied and

evaluated as to their effectiveness. Soteria is a science-based effective practice. [ will

briefly describe some outcomes of Soteria programs elsewhere

At the end of 6 weeks when compared to people in the psychiatric hospital, people in

Soteria programs using no medication had comparably reduced symptoms. After two



years compared to people who went in the hospital and had conventional treatment

people at the Soteria Mouse had

better psychopathology scores
fewer hospital readmissisions
higher occupational levels

and were more often living independently or with peers

Following is the medication use for Soteria residents
76% did not use antipsychotic drugs during first six weeks
42% did not use any antipsychotic during two-year study

Only 19 % regularly maintained on drugs during follow-up period

J New 4toil Dis 1999; 187:142-149

I/ New Mem Dis 2003; 191:219-229

Soteria projects have over time demonstrated 43 % cost avoidance for people who

otherwise would become long term users of mental health services.

Soteria-Alaska has a board that consists primarily of people who are or have been

consumers of behavioral health services and it has broad-based stakeholder support from

Alaska and around the country.



Soteria-Alaska with Mental Health Trust support has developed a viable business plan
that includes a variety of funding streams so that the Soteria House can be supported with
blended funding. We concluded, however, that in order for Soteria-Alaska to be
available to all Alaskans it needed to be included in the Mental Health appropriation fora
percentage of the funding. The Alaska Mental Health Trust agreed and voted to include
it in its recommendations for the GI7MH budget. Unfortunately, this was
recommendation did not to date make it into the budget. Iam here today to make you

aware of this situation and to request that the $220,000 be included in the budget as the

Trust originally recommended.

I know that in the face of proposed cuts il is difficult to think about including projects
like this, but this is a project that because of its appeal to people with mental illness and

its researched effectiveness isjust a smarter way to use our money.

Susan Musante
Director

Soteria-Ahbka, Inc.
406 G Street, Suite 206.
Anchoraje, AK 99501
(907)360-6768

www soteria-alaska com
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Doris Robbins
3763 Mitchell Avenue B, Fairbanks AK 99709-4636
(907) 374-0597 <> drobhins (ffiuei.net

March 20. 2007

House Finance Committee
State Capitol
Juneau AK 99801-1182

Representative Mike Chenaull,
Representative Kevin Meyer.
Vjce-Chair Bill Stollze,

Recardiniz MB 95 Annron: Operating Budget: Fnndimz lor Head Start

Please revisit and fully fund Head Start. Alaska will he rewarded fordoing so for the rest of the students’ lives.
You will cut future costs! | can speak from experience as | am a former teacher. | worked with young children
for several years in Anchorage and spent some time in Sitka with pre-kindergarten through third graders.
Some time was spent in a preschool prescriptive learning program and | worked with all types of learners.
Much of my life has been wi'h my own children and in other work, but | cannot forget my experiences with
young children. When exposed to learning it has an empowering effect on them even at that very early age.

Whether you are working with children who are slow learners in an infant learning program, or with regular
children who just need exposure to learning and socialization, there will be a large increase in their "education
ability" when they go to kindergarten and first grade. Just because a child does not fall into an infant learning
program status, does not mean there is not the need for early learning. Head Start really gives children a head

start.

It is unbelievable what happens when you begin education very early. The brain can grow and be more
"learnable"” when education starts at the very young ages. Brains require exercise, too. There is great value in
the lirst learning opportunities where children learn to socialize and share, to recognize and name letters and
numbers, and to participate by speaking and singing. It is strength training for the brain. Even new neural
networks form through this process, although it is less possible as they grow older.

Kids that go to Head Start are the ones who will not get good early learning exposure any other way. Children
who don’t make the list for Head Start will be the ones who fall behind a little each year. Then they scrape by
feeling like they are dumb, or they stay back ayear. It is from this group that you will reap your crop of
dropouts. Many only needed to learn when they were starting out that Youam do it! You will waste money
trying to make up lot those skills that are lacking when they reach intermediate school because you will have
missed your best opportunity fora good start down the path to learning when they were age three or four.

Sincerely.
Doris Robbins

cc: Finance Committee Members



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
YVe the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennallen, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed pctilion(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Govcmoi Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25'1 Alaska State Legislature.
Wec the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessaiy to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Name Address
c ~ Qne>r
UtL. CtitcAi .a 1111 Ac 1jde- TV  fA/a-LA '-/3¢c-- 3*70C
ft/d/
(to 2 TWS fyc.

tdtAii hv h&y ¢ titZz  ~1ac Ag7 7

vS(<>~ngX
in 3DMr W iel

I31IM L\EA L ib
A)\a TV [Ls-k ?L 6 ySj.: * W -
Cverl«k; ‘wsr'lr 3T

IWtCj-t LCZt'UN B to) 35 MEALW Si « o -« .

1pm\t\_ fPAdpVaflfd) \ dcx ato ]
tfushbr fbfc.,AK.W7QI JZQ7 '/7? 33£A

K ? 3

3 1 D s t o i tfe o, 6 f e

S C'resLfrt’ y y '</s
m m itk Ut. m of
CtUaMJL 9-V >»*JUjI* 1% /Vot/tIil,*.. 4jIIA %>& 5 /7
- A-.rud. ur /A~ T Ah+ £>f\°] ViBe o s
vbj~Nc de s oxoc oy
6 m oA tE W A v S0 \ rTH C |3 S
jalls < a XC~AW-*-". lot Lit-jdiitA-XtLJ I M /7 Fr&ou.
cMa ATtv»l'\ £ - o A
M A z U | a [/ t i i K i " j . \ 2£& : vFjit, o
['j.tlly - | 1A - [*®? [ fvth Atb. Yty Ifs 1
Uimm Jij_Ir ),/3)<e) | [ ST /N7 K [ -/ | ~ ?2/7"
i i*AichAi?i"6 Pp& S (€A HitacfiJ\b fO T M-)l]-os 1Cf
Hicif tie. 1 i (v|nl ["mj 5 [ il Aw jitz'fimi fe /v In

Please ;etum completed p -titior.(s) ti) ASI:A/A1:SCMH |.UCAI. S2. (it) Hall Street h'airbanks, AK UJ7dlI
Phone: 707.452 2100 Fax: 907.452.2.107



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25'1 Alaska State Legislature.

We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien. Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien. Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Name Address.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Please return completed petition(s) to ASE.-V'AFSCMF LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25n Alaska State Legislature.
YVe the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
Name Address Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25'1 Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary' to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name, Address Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Please return completed petition(s) to ASLA AI'SCML LOCAL 52. 60 Hall Street Fairbanks. AK 00701
Phone: 007.452.2300 - Fax: 007.452.230/
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p T he Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans' respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
Ht keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

PI>-asc return completed petition(s) to ASEA'AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hull Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2507
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Paiin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request (he reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25h Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the *

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return eomploted petition(s) to ASFA/AFSCMF. LOCAL 52. 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 90701
Phone: 907 452.2300 Fax: 907.452.2307
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25*' Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary 'o
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Ji action and Petersburg communities.

Please return completed pctition(s) to ASEA/AFSCMF. LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 -Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25l Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address llomo Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52,60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 -- Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palm and distinguished members of the 25:r Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Address Ilome Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASIIA APSCML LOCAL 52. 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Home Phone

Name Address
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Please return completed pctition(s) to ASFA/AFSCMF LOCAL 52, O 1L,ill Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petitions) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701

Phone: 907.452.2300-Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 251 Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction,
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hal! Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans* respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Plcasc return completed petition(s) to ASI:A/AFSCMI: LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Illome Phone
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Please return completed potition(s) to ASEA/AI’'SCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 09701

Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307




Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25n Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully recjuest the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,
Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Add ieess Home Phone
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Please return completed petilion(s) to ASEA/AESCME LOCAL 52. 60 llall Street Eairhanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hail Street Fairbanks, AIC 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300-Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Falin, and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASHA/AFSCMH LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 00701
Phone: 007.452.2300 - Fax: 007.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452,2300 —Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300-Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25n Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respect?ully request the reinstatement of the funds n_ecess_ar}/ to
keep open the Fairbanks Départment of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the I>OL offices in the Tok,
Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed pciition(s) to ASLA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25“ Alaska Slate Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respect?ully request the reinstatement of the funds n_ecess_arY t0
keep open the Fairbanks Départment of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,
Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phore
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 60 Ilull Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



0
The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25'1Alaska State Legislature.

Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to

keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASIIA/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Horiorab’e Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Cali Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

me Address Home Phone
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Please relum completed petition(.s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300-Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASLA/AFSCML LOCAL 52, 60 Ikill Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25t Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300- Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 251° Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to

keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 —Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
YVc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed pctition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME I.OCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701

Phone: 907.452.2300-Fax:
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Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,
Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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Please return completed pclition(s) to ASLA/AFSCML LOCAL 52. 60 Ilall Street Fail hunks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
\Vc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of tire funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/APSCML LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.45?..2j 00 - Fax: 907.452.2307




The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25tll Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Address Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME I.LOCAL 52.60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
W the undersigned working Alaskansbrespectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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/yicase return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street rairbanks, AK 09701
Thone; 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.23C7



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25h Alaska State Legislature.

We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Home Phone
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Please return completed petilion(s) to ASh'A/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 60 Mull Street Fairbanks, AK 06701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Home Phone
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25*” Alaska State Legislature.

YVe the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed pctition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 60 Illall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.J52.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in die
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Jiuurtfen and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK99701I
Phone." 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 2511 Alaska State Legislature.

We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Plonorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSC.MIi LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300-Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of tixe funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 251t Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of tue funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Mall Street Fairbanks, AK. 69701

Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to

keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed pctition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 <Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.

We the undersigned working Aiaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Please return completed pelition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 00 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 90701
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of ".he 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

1 Name Address Home Phone
tve: MAMUA nr'{/
-V- U-C *V\A f U 0arV A IN(5t 4<AJ \TAN M*vr-i‘jo”
L AT\JA L/ 7.2/ 4c?yl&ife /TN 3")v-321 s
vs  —f'lc Kir )dy*~ H5/.3 p i 14 75
Dc'-Auu  [IUNl durhny "If |Q At(~ /<v( Tno
am ‘_-—'-: VIO -IcO ~
vivmer licfi-1| o =7 U 1$"1 vr L/ /
| Alonsig) wethbn  pafev 2r///9 CTasisite v
<TVA. A kv U rex< kv V¢ fee s uf 32 -'&33'8
\v

----- 'U< J X.0>cC
1e>t 7c2ve-rs v/, 97707 feyy-sro/

fee< 3 wov.  fee)7 ~“2/c . 100/ fefTdy v 7oy oz

b-ww« KOsty «crt 1 75 - M *>0 7
<1V v/ If be (W /tillt*IK"f\ <7 /0 /

NEywr  T>A-nv~ <GA7 VOEk- /Witr-vE n'A It 77767
_J)EL7ef&l\.J |] IIIII ‘W<70 /7er~wr )7A fJ.,rU'( e 4c t/SS-t-7/+
Aaicr gy 3//c yAc-wu'th My JA fil<, 4AL 7 7Q- 3<779

" Clirpka t ">4auia7a ulL. w'l) 4k

/tfvfr Or?vav*rVvL JhthK| /1v3
cJCitUM'W ihuji fohft H<1% M i |
iLUU. fokuv. K vih  i<IM'n*< 1 n-r. ofrf

vAjCe VA= 7 IoN vAO. An/\ykit /lib  [6) "m A 1 A
A 6. ‘ /'l c- o L3N s gser s-vio
_AAICAT. N WL M orge . Tt v>Lf Atr, /Il-  ~ 1/ ?*/>/ '/*-C

(ALt A VALIVH it C{IA-hLf ) ITL itlit-**-

_ <|U&IA. 1)

Picas.* return completed pctition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52. 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 9701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members o f the 25'1 Alaska State Legislature.

We the undersigned working Alaskans" respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25 Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans' respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
WWe the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name \ Address Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members o f the 25d Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Nam/j A Address Home Phone
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Please return completed pctitiun(s) to ASHA/AI-SCMI- 1.OCAI. 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 119701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Please return completed pelition(s) to ASLA/AFSCMH LOCAL 52, 00 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.
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Name Address
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members o f the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to

keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members o f the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25'1 Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully req icst the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address Home Phone

m{3/1 /J Stys 5 A ?273VS 57
13 A s \L- 1/J-736
) v sjo\0  ~ ™My
I UJIEZ > <P PSP A% ) -0 j?237 2
TfrP/ | IANITAAPTIrP fAP/ Aas-cxx;A
Sd>//A AUrr/A AAA/E}’)/?//E,I\/I As a -0<06~
/CcrtS/iA'dA T 3 Q/MyA P ry §%<7?3
\ —vYwoo* n/A  Hpr > w \ SK-&N
BIOA  (qiviri 1 \S\* zn k» to] <&3?3-€/ID
Socp 1 TVV r"j'fD‘lA"@ 1l &
(VUTC - oratifito:A IV 0S ~07--s0- l/ptr?
ICIl JQucjr UrC-yv?A

ALN2AM - (/20bU Bdflaia
YL ixtewW - Kill div™MfTiwdPeF-\Wit 457?

Uunr-t I‘Ife KjzAfcm t-ft 1HZST z t > W c/ Z'tZ-S’

wsi fh 38
B0 %a<iQ( o0  <H-2j+2

i | Sihlt-  _1I??2A/P Ipz ?
ur 19 /(}’.t/%j-'h” 36 to C/(L(PS* P 37 *r 7S
fIM ( MuiKbhV 36 AL Jg,-al 327-

WIOH ( \dj( v ALLMp9Qfsr AC

htlSh M i7. il tls/ A /U
PA 7RG 351 - 1\2Z

(bf/tprvy- Z7 m ciis

CATVU.-\ACACUNGR(™ W W \
M. IBBE | M XN7 .3  Is ~AvVH

Please return completed pctilion(s) to ASFA/AFSCMH LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 00701
Phone: 007.452.2300 Fax: 007.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members o f the 25lh Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working AlaskanC respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Please return completed pclition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK 00701
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the

Tok, Glennalien, Delta .Function and Petersburg communities.

N am e A ddress
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Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME LOCAL 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone; 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished membe :s of the 25th Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary (o
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Home Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25ii Alaska. State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Home Phone

337/ fernujcrtcf' 9?27745"
5 | AdLTd

3 [Tkle-nMh*Ffiy Kw

b 'x y ! 0,/.tiC [trj 77T I~ 4 N7
/TO /P-t' s-<nr ?2rl~)<<fb0-3 vy ? -
&A\wy-VI < mo6-t."V i-iWi-  HZ-p-jLbKI
Rfax 1<l Pixs n'mm UUOXJXE
To. Ax?27 < Os/c- re. y«

/& [r>X/e**? rAte'Mr w K U_S73z3t3U2J3

LI/>V'0 dvA'-Vrry- toL f\ \4-

i/ 1TA -/1t,3 Lk{*.s it(

/Ip&odé&x TvY .tWgg.qE 1 -i-r/f 0c.'77r74- Ktd -——--
7/  Hrh-fcM'N TO( G Vec:O<H, 1A Ar (U7 -T?r-ATL1--—-
A u L [ ten//u/feulL fm Atcm
A7 7 rb L l» w K usi/AC'A/fhQic'cAA70? ~>7'/aZbu.

o /A 7 -h ev X XXX </j:-2 3£+73... -
W h? "A&jMir LThyfc;Mrg»y». .77 .

w j/fm iu % X7A [7-71iC A M v Y E— YX _MNVI _Ev—
TJMNT r Yssltj— /11.9C 6/TSNAA7TCIA-JtL&MAItSI&ENL—397.7M IL—
xLUlua /17~ u Im sc'/L' / Vv 0 A g, ¥Y3.8350)7 38 7 cmeeeeeee

Please return completed petition(s) to ASEA/AFSCME I.OCAI. 52, 60 Hall Street Fairbanks, AK. 99701
Phone: 907.452.2300 - Fax: 907.452.2307



Honorable Governor Sarah Palin, and distinguished members of the 25n Alaska State Legislature.
We the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the Tok,

Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Address
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Phone: 007.452.2300 - Fax: 007.452.2307



The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25 Alaska State Legislature.
W'c the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to
keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Homo Phone
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The Honorable Governor Sarah Palin and distinguished members of the 25Ih Alaska State Legislature.
Wc the undersigned working Alaskans’ respectfully request the reinstatement of the funds necessary to

keep open the Fairbanks Department of Labor Unemployment Call Center and the DOL offices in the
Tok, Glennalien, Delta Junction and Petersburg communities.

Name Add rcss Home Phone
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Xopp
Xsup

Xalc

Xast

Xedu

Xi nd
Xlearn

Xiong

Xraen

Xpup

Xuniv

Xmun

Xchar

Testified in opposition to
Voiced support for

Testified in support of funding for alcohol
treatment programs.

Spoke in support of continued state funding for
the Alaska Science and Technology Foundation.

Spoke in support of funding for K-12 education
programs.

Testified in support of Independent Living Grants.
Voiced support for learning disability grants.

Testified iIn support of continued funding for the
Longevity Bonus Program.

Spoke in support of funding for mental health
programs.

Testified in support of full funding for pupil
transportation.

Spoke in support of the Governor®s increments for
the University.

Testified iIn support of the Governor®s proposal to
reinstate municipal assistance and revenue sharing

grants.

Testified i1n support of continued funding for
charter school grants.



March 15, 2007 - Thursday 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Testifiers Juneau:

Elizabeth Porter, Love Incorporated

Julie Morris, FBCI

George Briggs, Juneau Coop Christian Ministry
Mary Hakala, Great Alaska Schools

Pamela Mueller-Guy, Southeast Alaska Independent Living
Brian Johnson, Client, Southeast Alaska Independent Living
Mike Zigler, Great Alaska Schools

Brenda Taylor, Great Alaska Schools

Susan Musante, SOTERIA-Alaska

Stephanie Ashley, University of Alaska Southeast
Kevin Skeek, University of Alaska Southeast
Michael Ciri, University of Alaska Southeast

Jai Cary, University of Alaska Southeast

Walter Majorous, Juneau Youth Services

Melinda Cavanaugh, Adult Day Program

Beth Rivcst, Juneau Community Charter School
Marianne Mills, Southeast Senior Services

Bjv Ingram, Alaska Infant Learning Program
Darryl Tseu, Juneau Community Charter School
Harriet Milks. Juneau Community Charter School
Rosemary Hagevig, Catholic Community Services
Martha Penrose,

Bob Doll, City and Borough of Juneau

Katliie Wasserman, Alaska Municipal League

Carl Rose, Alaska Association of Alaska School Boards
Pam Dunkcr

Andy Story, Juneau School Board

Jeff Irwin, Independent Living

Ilarold Stepp

Maria Rosales, Juneau Community Charter School
Lisa Grcenough, Juneau Community Charter School
Becky Bear, Alaska Personal lours

Ucmscil 3/|(i/200/ V.VU’M



Catholic Community Service

419 Sixth Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801

(907) 463-6100
(907) 586-9018 Fax
www.ccsjiincaii.nrg

Child Caro & Family Resources Hospice iS Home Care of Juneau Southeast Senior Services

March 16,2007

Testimony for Mouse Finance Committee re: HB 95 - FY08 Operating Budget
Submitted by: Rosemary Hagcvig, Executive Director

Catholic Community Services

419 Sixtli Street, Juneau. Alaska 99801

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak with you today about issues related to
MB 95, the House plan for funding FY OS operations. lam primarily concerned today
with the impacts of the funding plan for the Department of Health and Social Services.
Catholic Community Services has been providing social services to the people of
Southeast Alaska since 1973, and currently focuses our efforts in three divisions -
Southeast Senior Services, Hospice and llonic Health Care of Juneau, and the
multiplicity of programs offered in our Family and Children's Services Division.

While | have some serious concerns in general about the ability of this budget to cover
the totality of human services needs in the State, | would like to compliment the efforts
made by the State and the MSS Subcommittee in completmg this section of the budget
recognizing the very difficult decisions that had to be made.

Specifically, 1am advocating today for funds requested but not included for:

» the Keep the Seniors Home S2.5 million initiative;

« forrestoring the Denali Kid Care program to 200% of poverty level:

e Tor additional funds to provide real prevention and early intervention
services for high risk children and families:

 And, fora more equitable distribution mechanism for distributing Hie
Human Services Matching Grants that does not negatively impact the
important work of the current grantees, iml that makes this important
funding stream available to other parts of the State not currently included.

Finally. I believe that it is important to keep before the | egislature the importance of the
role of the non-profit sector in partnership with the State in maintaining the basic
infrastructure for delivery of health and social services as an essential component m the

very complex system that lias become the safety net for so many people in need. Ilie
stability of this seetoi is critical to maintaining cost effective services tor our fellow
Alaskans, and | urge you to keep this in mind as you make the vorv dillieult decisions

that arc hefoie you. IHank you again for the opportunity to testily.

I nth il W.i» Miiiitiii \fiin >
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Teacher oners educational niche for Natives

m CHARTER SCHOOL: M ask
largest village is poised to go$a
new academic option.

By KATIE PESZNECKER
Anchorage Dally Nows

Martha Gotild-Lche understands difficul-
ties facing Alaska Native students.

She is Athabascan and had her ownstrug-
glcs in the public education system, growing

n/ e X = _ o meeyfStif" me\/-

np in the Interior. Later, after raising ehil- ka Native Cultural Charter School will be

in her colorful Classroom at Muldoon |

that too often sees Native children acadcmi-
meritary with reporter Katie Pcszneckcr.

callv staggering be bind white classmates.
Gould-Lehc had an idea: Why notcreate a
charter school custom-crafted to serve these
kids? The idea grew into a proposal that the
School Board approved in December. Like all
alternative programs, enrollment in the Alas-

Q. Describe your childhood,

See Page Ji-3, SCHi



SCHOOL: Lessons to engage a Silent minority

= Continuedfrom H-I
LRS! [] n .

A . lwas born li: the Interior

in a little log cabin on the Kus-
kokwim River right in Mcdfra.
No doctors, nothing. This was.
in the days ofslate-operated
schools, so Iwont to high school
at Dillingham High School and
graduated from there. Then |
got married and lived in (King
Cove and Unalaska in) the Aleu-
tians for 14years. ldecided to
finish up my degree, moved to
Anchorage.

Q. What was school like?
i M\

A. I think (the teacher) proba-
bly was culturally in shock and
didn't know what to do with a lot
ofus.... lremember her beat-
ing a blackboard with arul-
er and shouting, and then she
would start throwing books arfd
we would run back and hide un-
derourdesks. ... I'm sure she
was a good teacher because |
did learii. But notina cultur-
ally responsible way.... Schoo'
wasn’ta place anybody felt com-'
foi'table visitjng and hanging
around.

We were always lardy and
late.. We didn’t have clocks and

you 'went on your own lit-
tle natural clock. She made us
stand in front of the room and.
lei! everyone why we were late.
Well~-wlio's .going _.to staml.-up
(hercrnnri say | was sleeping

in?" Arid j u know, we didn’t
have furnaces', it was cold, and
somebody had to get up and
start the fire and all that.... One
little' boy finally came.up with
the answer that it was so cold,
his door had frozen shut so he
couldn’t get out. After that, all of
our doors were frozen shut and
sh i had to let us sit down be-
cause we had an answer.

Q. Why become a teacher?

A rt

. lwenttoayear ofcollege
and Ireally didn’t know what
Il wanted to do, so | started a
family. Having children, I start-
ed helping in the schools. Plus
my foster parents growing up
— well I shouldn't call them
foster parents because they
didn’treceive a dime for keep-
ing me. But my parents had di-
vorced. I'd spentayear in a chil-
dren’s home, and a couple took
an interestin me and my fami-
ly. lended up staying with them
through my high school years,
they were both teachers....
They really influenced me.

Q. How aid the idea ior this char-
ter school come to you?

A . lwaffgetling ready to re-
tire and lreally didn't feel |
was leaving anything in place
to make the road smoother. |
u.yve a body that
moved through the system, did

my part and left. So l was think-
ing of this, vacuuming my floor,
and itjust came to me: “You
need to start a charter school.”
And I turned off the vacuum,

sat down, and said, “OK, Lord,

I don’t know anything abouta
charter school.” ... But ljust felt
a real prompting. It was a big
idea, a big hit on the head.

V . Why does Anchorage needs this
charter school?

A. This school is badly needed.
... I think it’s a voice for Native
people. It’s validating their exis-
tence in this district. We are the
largest village in Alaska and yet
very little is done to accommo-
date us.

Q. What Issues did you see facing
your Native students?

A. Well, Native students es-
pecially are called a silent mi-
nority because they’re just not
really verbal. Ifyou walk in-
toaroom and there’s a discus-
sion going on and somebody
says, “Well, here’s a problem,
(solve il),” and you've got Cau-
casians in the room and Na-
tives, usually the Native person
will sit back and listen because
it's very iudc forus tojump in
and interruptyou. We need time

to think about things and ob-
serve things. Then we decide

ifwewant lo participate or not

fitk2
tutoctraw

LEARN MORE

m THE COMMITTEE forming the
Alaska Native Cultural Charter
School is in the process of leasing
the old Sadlers Home Furnishings
building in Mountain View at 161
Klevin St. For more information on
the school, contact Martha Gould-
Lehe at 338-4469 or 727-3078, or
Elizabeth Hancock at 338-0220. Ap-
plications are available on the dis-
tnctWeb site at www.asdkl2.org

... Native kids learn much bet-
ter with hands-on, inquiry based
projects. Tosit a kid down and
ask them to stay there aP day
and open a book and turn from
one page to the next, it very of-
ten disengages students....

Q What arc some methods for
teaching Native kids that will be
used at the charter school?

A . We're looking at smaller
learning groups so it'snot indi-
viduals pitted against individu-
als. It's collaborative learning.
We will have storytelrng, we will
have elders in who wi help os
lablish who we are as ipeople
and... who we will be n the fu-
ture. Our students will learn
their Alaska history.... They will
know who they are as Alaska
Native people, willrthat strong—
sense of self-identity.’ 1


http://www.asdkl2.org
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Great Alaska Schools
2007 Legislative Session

The Great Alaska Schools Coalition (formerly Alaska Kids Count! Network) is a non-
partisan statewide coalition of citizens who believe Alaska’s students deserve a high
quality, comprehensive education. Every child deserves to be challenged and offered the
opportunity to excel, irrespective of where they live, or their socio-economic status.

We advocate for funding that provides teachers and schools with the tools needed to
provide a high quality instructional program for students across Alaska.

Specifically, we support:

* Class sizes that give teachers time to pay attention to individual student needs.

* Rigorous, engaging programs that prepare students for the workplace, technical
training, or college.

Intervention programs to reduce the state’s high drop out rate.

* Parent involvement in schools. (At die classroom, school site, community and state
levels)

With respect to school funding, we s ipport:

PERS/TRS: Address the retirement system unfunded liability outside the
foundation formula. Do not allow the PERS/TRS issue to negatively impact

classroom instruction.

Area cost differential: Establish equity in adjusting for the varying cost of living
and working in different Alaskan communities.

Meet cost of mandated services such as special education, including intensive
needs students.

Compensate A>r inflation and other escalating costs beyond the direct control of
districts, including employee health insurance.

Career & technical training; Student access to 21” Century technologies

Great Alaska Schools Steering Committee

March 15,2007
For more information contact Mary llakala, Coordinator at williwaw U earthlink.net



Hello and thank you for the opportunity to speak.

My name is Pam Mueller Guy and | have been the Deaf Services Coordinator at Southeast Alaska
Independent Living, SAIL, for the past 6years.

Please help individuals in the deaf community succeed in every aspect of their lives: support a
House amendment ofa $94,000 for Interpreter Referral Services. This money will help the
Deaf of Alaska in every aspect of their lives—doctor’s appointments, emergency rooms, in court,

and foremployment.

For 16 years, the providers of the Interpreter Referral services in Alaska have seen no increase in

funding.

While our funding has stayed the same, the demand for interpreters has steadily been on the
rise. Itisclearly an unmet need.

11 years ago, SAIL filled 99 sign language interpreter requests.
Over the past two years, requests for interpreters has risen 155 percent.
Last fiscal year, we filled over nearly 500 requests in Southeast alone.

It isso important for a person who is deaf to have good, qualified interpreters to help them

succeed.

For example, a consumer we serve was diagnosed with meningitis and became deaf at the age of
seven. Last month he successfully completed a three-week training sponsored by the Plumbers
and Pipe Fitters, ile is well Oll his way to fulfill his dream —to become a union plumber, like his
father before him. His success would not be possible without the assistance of a qualified sign

language interpreter.

Another consumer, a mother of 7/ children, is also using interpreter services to finish her GKD so
she can get a good job for her familv-hor strides toward this goal would not be possible without

interpreter services.

lam also a model of that success. As a full time employee, a mother of two grown boys and a
current student at the University of Alaska, 1do not know where Iwould be without the service
of qualified interpreters and a good interpreter referral agency in town. My world and my
success would probably be very different without this important support.

Please offer a House amendment, adding an increment of at least $94,000 for Interpreter
Referral Services, the Special Projects Line Item in tin* Department of Labor budget.
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Message to the Governor and the Alaskan Public

Dear Governor Sarah Palin, Government Officials and the Alaskan public,

Il isour pleasure to submit this Annual Report for the Alaska Department of | leallli and Social Services
Daily Intervention/Infant Learning Program (Lf/ILP) and Alaska’ Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC).
The information in this joint ICC] and LI/ILP report highlights the work of the LI/ILP and ICC in the past

year 200 1-0fj for the liseal year 1200")! "dgel cycle.

The LI/ILP program supports families whose infants or toddlers need help with their development. The
program works through a network of providers that deliver quality early intervention services to families

across Alaska, regardless of whether they live in a big city, a rural hub or a remote community.

The LI/ILP program works closely with many stale partners the Deportment of Lducalion and Larly
Development; the Special Lducalion Service Agency, the Alaska School for the Deaf, the Larly Ilearing
Detection and Intervention Program, Child Protective Services, | lead Start, Behavioral | leallli, Medicaid,

and the Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Lducalion.

The federal law for the education of children with disabilities, Individuals with Disabilities Lducalion
Act (I1)LA) was reauthorized in 12001 IDLA recognizes the importance of stakeholders partnering with
the state LI/ILP program. Your appointment of parents, providers and slate agency representatives to
the (lovernor's Council on Disabilities aim Special Lducalion (the Council) has resulted in a sueeesslul
partnership fulfilling this federal requirement. The Council serves as the Interagency Coordinating
Council (ICC) for Infants and Toddlers with IUsabilities which advises and assists Alaska's statewide
Larly Intervention/Infant Learning Program. Thank you foryour ongoing support and commitment to

promoting the healthy development of Alaska's infants and toddlers through quality early intervention.

Sincerely

Kathleen Fitzgerald, Chair
Governors Council Oil Disabilities and Special Lducalion

lvrin Kiuavey, P/m f Coordinator
(Iflice ol <hildriVy/Services
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Early Intervention in Alaska

Karly intervention (P.irl Cl sen ires are federally governed by Hie
Individuals with I)isabililies lulueatioii Act (IDMA). A federal law
passed in IDSti, the reauthorized 1DKA re(|uires slates to ensure
that young children who may have disabilities nr developmental
delays receive an evaluation to identify the potential need forearly
intervention services. In Alaska, the Marly Inlenvntion/Infaul
l.earning Program (MI/II.P) is administered by the Department

of I leallli and Social Services, ()fliec of (Ihildren's Services,

The Stale of Alasl.a Department of Ileallli and Social Scmccs
is eonimitled to promoting .access to a llcxiblc array o! (Jiialily
seniees to all Alaskan infants and toddlers with special
developmental needs and to their families. The Alaska KT/II.P
Program (KI/IUb ©provides early intervention services and

supports to families of children age birth to d who have or arc at

risk for developmental delays.

How many children were referred to the EVILP Program?

Table 1: Number of

A total of 1686 children were referred to the EI/ILP program in Fiscal Year Children Referred

200$ duly 1. 2004 - June 30. 200S)

In the fall of 2002. a set of child find brochures and posters was developed, Childim
printed and widely distributed to community providers across the state
These materials provided information on early development and aboi/l

Vot toul
Yen B
Kllnrnl Population

fYoJ m 1K

how to refer a child for early intervention services The Vieightened 1794 b 0o
r>o-, .
awareness of the Part C program resulting from this distribution may have

contributed to the increase in percentage of referrals coming from parents | VoS

and health care providers

KH. Not

Available

According to the 2004 Census data there are approximately 33,000

children age'i and undet in the state of Alaska.

Governor's Council on
Disabilities & Special
Education



Services ;ire provided ina manner lliat:

« respects families, con.inanities and cultural differences;
and

« promotes genuine partnerships in all aspects of service

design and delivery.

legibility for Part C is determined through an evaluation/
assessment by the local Marly intervention/infant Learning
Program (LI/ILP). Children, from birth to /5» months, who meet

one of the following criteria are eligible:

e l)evelopmenlal delay <t %) "*or greater in one or more

areas of development:

6 lhsabling condition with a high probability o! resulting

ina .-)9",or greater developmental delay; and

¢ Child's development appears aiypical and a multi

disciplinary team determines that the child is likely to

have a severe developmental delay.

I'art ¢ funds are distributed to local LI/11.Ps to assist families in
obtaining sen iees. I'art < funds are limited and not intended to
replace existing funding sources such as Medicaid. TKI< \RL m
private health insurance plans. Therefore Part C funds may be

used only if there is no other source of payment.



Early Intervention in Alaska cortinued.

Referrals are received from medical, child care, social SErvices

agencies or parents. Referrals are made to local providers in IT

regions around the stale.

lJevelopmental.screening and evaluation arc available at no cost to
the family. Ifa screening indicates the need for further evalu: lion,
V a family service coordinator meets with a family to explain what

early intervention sen iees ap\ "Plit*service coordinator will then

set up an evaluation of the child's developmental strengths and

needs.

It the child is eligible, the family and a team of professionals
develop a plan for the services and supports to help reach goals
established for both the child and family. Sen ieesand supports

change aS the family’s goals for themselves and their child

change.

Disabilities & Special
Education



Children and families are supported through transition as their
eliild leaves the KI/ILP Program to go to school district sp rial
education. Head Start or other community programs. I nis
transition occurs when a child reaches the age of three, or wnen
early intervention services are no longer needed. Transitions are
an opportunity for teams (parents and professionals) to explore

available programs and make informed decisions about the next

step for their child.

Governor's Council on
Disabilities & Special
Education



The Governors Councill
on Disabllities & Special Education

The Council's mission is to create change that
improves the lives of people in Alaska with
disabilities and those who receive special
educational services.

Table 2: Source of Referrals Who Makes Referrals? (

fhe Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act requires states

. UjC5rwr»i
ij vW to implement a Child Find system to assist with accurately
Source Number Percentage identifying children and families from birth to 21 who may be
at risk or have 4 developmental disability. Referrals are simply
Parent 552 28.4% ) -,
someone (public health nurse, physician, teacher, case worker,
Physician 265 13.7% child care provider, etc) providing parent's information about
Child Protective 225 11.6% having their child receive a screening to determine if they can
Services receive extra assistance in developing their strengths
Clinic/Hospital 190 9.8%
Parents and health care providers continue to be the major
ll\:/lrlen:/Famlly 123 6.3 sources for referrals. Child Protective Services, personnel at
ember
dimes and hospitals, friends and family members and public
Public 1lealth Nurse 1 5.8% health nurses are also a strong referral base
EI/ILP 10) 5.3%
NICU 98 5.0%
Other Health 65 3,3%
Provider
Child Care/ 23 1.2%
Pres 11001
Other 185 9.6%

TOTAL 1941 100%



There are live standing committees Ili.it meet regularly to
accomplish tlu* mission ;iikl fullill the in the Slate ITm.

These committees ;iro:

Iliis L*resiipot'st.ikelidIflers
hikes up the day-to-day tasks of the Council in its role of

advising mid assisting the KI/IM* program.

coordinates with nil the
committees on legislative issues rckilcd to people with
disabilities including enrly intervention issues such ;is
iH'whom hearing. ’The conmiitlee coml.icts research
mid input into shite stabiles ;is it relates to people with

disabilities and their families.

this committee is

delegated many tasks related to housing. Irmisporlation.

home and conmmnity-based waivers, employment,
comiminity inclusion

this committee takes up matlets

Mich as proposed regulations related to public education,

assessments of students with disabilities, training of

parents and educators in the provjaou .« the Individuals

with l)is,abilities in Education ,\i I ill S \i

The ( baits of cacti ol the
committees sil Oil the K\ceulive (‘'ommitlee that meets
with Hie Executive ldirector monthly lo provide overall

direction to Hie (mill' Il



The Governor's Councll
on Disabllities & Special Education continued..

Age at Referral
Itiilit to One Year

One to Two Ycjis
Old

Two V an nul Older

Table 3: Age of Referrals

» Referred % Referred
86) 44%
M i
4$8 24%

Governor's Council on
Disabilities & Special
Education

The Council is the Interagency Coordinating Council on Infants
and Toddlers with Disabilities under IDKA (the ICO), the Special
Kduealiou Panel under IDKA. the Developmental Disabilities
Council under the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Hill
of Uiglils Act. The Council also lullills the role of the governing
hotly of the states Special Kduealiou Service Agency and is one

of the four hoards represented by the Alaska Mental | Icalth Trust

Authoritv.

The Council consists of parent:. early intervention and special
education provider self-advocates, state representatives and
others. The Council meets three limes a year at fact *o lace
i clings in regional hubs to fullill its many functions. In terms

its role as the Stale I ( il advises and assists the Department of

I Icalth and Social Service's KI/Il1.1” Program in these areas:

Identifying sources |If liseal ;ifid other support lor

services I'm KI/II.P
Promoting interagency agreements
Preparing :ippln‘;ilious and amendments

Advising and assisting tla* lhpailmeiit of Kduealiou and
Karly Ifcvclopmeut regarding transition of loddlci.l >

preschool and other appropriate services

> |'lep.iMiij! this annual
At what age are

children referred?

report to 1it*t nivei'iior. the

1 SSecretary ol Kduealiou.
44% of children are under
the age of one at the time of
‘Thu has rerftained

the public and the liicd.a

on the s'<llls of eal'ly
referral

intervention programs

fairly consistent over the past

five years tm inlaii'> and toddlers
Wil | deal Ililles and their
laiiiihes opeialed in the

fa.. . M 1.



The Council collaborates with the KPII.I” Program lo develop
prevalence rales, review hilling policies,and explore ol her revenue
sources inorder to meet the growth in numbers of children served
statewide, especially in liglil of Child Abuse Prevention and

Treatment Act (CAPTA) the IDKA Improvement Art 0f2001

Why are children eligible for the EI/ILP Program?
Of the 607 children who were found eligible and enrollecfln the EI/ILP services
from July 7004 through June 200S. 61% showed developmental delay and 71%

were enrolled due to adiagnosed condition with a high probability of resulting in

developmental delays 1

Category % Eligible
Developmental Delay (Part C) 61%
Diagnosed Condition (Part C) 21%
Clinical Opinion (Part C) 13%
Mild to Moderate Delay 5%

(Non-Part C)

isdefined as 50'%delay in one or more area of
development, including cognitive, communication, physical, adaptive, or social
and emotional skills

isdefined as a condium that has a high probability of
resulting in developmental delay. The mo,, ircquently diagnosed conditions in
V)5 includes Down Syndrome. Cleft Palate, Vision Impairment, Cerebral Palsy.
Itearing Impairments, Sei.”ure Disorder, Heart Disease, fetal Alcohol Syndrome,

Hydrocephaly. Autism

makes use of qualitative and quantitative information to
assist in forming a determination regarding difficult to measure aspects of
cmrent development The knowledge and skills of the early intervention
multidisciplinary team, including the parents, constitute the basic foundation
for cInhcal opinion Ihis process includes clinical inter views with parents,
evaluation of child at play, observation of parent child interaction, information
from teachers or child c.ur providers, and neuro-dcvelopmental or other
physical or evaluative examination.

encompasses children who experience a delay of 15%
tov) Asmall percentage of children who meet this criteria teceivo sei vices as
funding allows with non Part C funding.

isdefined as a child who would he Vt risk' of having substantial
developmental delays it early intervention services are not provided. Included
in this definition are well known biological and environmental lac tens tiiat
can he identified and art*associated with development.il delays Commonly
tiled factors include losvhuth weight, respiratory distress as a newborn, lack of
oxygen, brain hemorrhage, history of abuse or neglect.



Meet Your 2005-06 Team

Council Members

Art Arnold

lepartment of lIvdue ition and
Karly I)cvclnpincnt/Speeial
Kduealiou Director, .liineau

Marlene (Anna) Atlla
Consumer, Anchorage

Julie Broyles
I'arent and Special Kdneator.
Anchorage

Teresa Bunsen
'‘Diversity Preparation of Karly
Intervention IVrsonnel.Wasilla

Katie <,"ampbell
I >ivision of Insurance, Juneau

Milton <Jicemuk
Sell advocate. St. Michael

Kuss Cusack

IJeparlineiit of Lahor/l)ivision
olAdeational Keliahililatioii.
Juneau

Belli Kdmaiids
I'went. Aneltoraije

Kathleen lulzijerald. (Jiau

I diversity Center on Kxivlli «<c
in Developmental DisaliiUlies,
Ancliorai'e

thv )t (iretfi}

(uaduateaiid Sell Advocate,
Ketchikan

I'lcleu (Betsy) (.rui'cli

Sell \dvoi ale. Anchorage

Meehan Johnson
I liild ('are 1'jo\ ider \e.eucv,

Alt' lioraee



Education Staff

loordinator
>arch Analyst Il
itive Intern

. Assistant
listrative Clerk lll

Carrie Predeger, Planner 1
Richard Rainery. Project Coordinator
Lee Walton, Adminisjrative Clerk I

*

1

Council Members

Kris Johnston

Parent ;in(l Provider, Cordova
INehnrah KitrlinjjiT*

Parent, North Polll

Bryan Knight
Self-Advoeale, Anrhora.yv

Banarsi Lai

Alaska Commission on Acini'.
I-airl tanks

Staivv Messersehmidl
l‘arent, Tok

Irt'iii* Moreland
I'arent and Self Advoeale,
Wasilla

Lelia (Luevl ()d(len
Sell Advoeale, Anchorage

Jay Kaunas
Stale I.eejslalor. Jllliratl

IJarrell San ltorn
Selmol Dislriet Superintendent.
I’nalaska

(‘aila Sliellon
Paieiil. Anchorage

Seoll Sii ™1
Parelll, Belliel

Sarah Sunders
l‘arent. Kenai

IJonna Swiharl
l‘arent. Palmer

\i Hint Wallers
Sell Ad'oeale, Seward



Alaska Children
Recelving Early Intervention Services

1686 children are
receiving early
Intervention services
statewide through
17 regional grantees
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How many children and their families are receiving early intervention services?

The total number of children receiving services from July 1, 2004 to |une 30, 2005 was 1686

Children are served by agencies in 17 regions across the state Each agency applies for a grant to serve children in their region There are

two agencies that serve the state as consultants for hearing and vision disabilities.

Table 6: Children Served by Region and Service Area

#of Children % Part C % Non-

EIL/ILP Region Service Area Served Part C
Alaska Center for Children & Adults Copper River, Fairbanks, Valdez 179 80% 20%
Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation Dillingham and Bristol Bay area 34 68% 32%
Center for Community Sitka 26 38% 62%
Community Connections Ketchikan 75 52% 48%
rocus Chugiak, Cordova 99 91% 9%
Frontier Community Services Soldotna, Aleutian/Pribilofs 84 75% 25%
Hornet Children’s Services Homer 48 58% 42%
Kodiak Area Native Association Kodiak 22 68% 32%
Mat-Su Services for Children and Adults Wasilla, Palmer, Mat-Su Valley 13S 65% 35%
Native Village of Barrow North Slope 22 32% 68%
Northwest Arctic Borough School District Kotzebue and rural communities 30 7% 23%
Norton Sound 1lleallli Corporation Nome and rural com minifies 51 49% 51%
Programs (or Infants and Children Anchorage area 651 82% 18%
REACH Juneau, llaines, Peter; berg 99 94" 6%
SeaView Community Services Seward 18 44% 56"..
Tanana Chiefs Council Fairbanks, Interior 32 100% 0%
Yukon Kuskokwim 1licalth Cmporation Bethel, YK Delta communities 81 74% 26%
1686

State Aide Total



Projects and Partnerships

ACouncil on

Hes 8c Special
Education

Over the pastyear, the EI/ILP Program has
partnered with many agencies in order to meet
the needs offamilies and theiryoung children
with disabilities:

Al".1.".2 livmsiiion L .liniiv., Inii incivi (/A1 H)
ATTI provides training and support, for collaborative teams that

assure smooth transitions to preschools.

Alas!.., llep.a [mcnt of Idue ation and 1.irly Development

The EI/ILP Program and the Slate Education Agency developed
a Memorandum of rnderstanding related to transition of
children from the EI/ILP into public preschools. There was
also a meaningful collaboration in the Oeneral Supervision
Enhancement (.Irani ((iSE(i) project resulting in Early Learning

(Madelines and (liilcomes for Children and Enmities.

\LivK.i infant le.u e.ingl’ioyjvui, Av*m lala (All I'A

Al LI 'A isa professional organization made up of people involved
in providing and receiving EI/ILP services. |l is a support lor
programs around the slate and provides a imilied voice for Infant
Learning '’ingrains. AILPA is the primary poiiil of contact to
facilitate and coordinate commuuicaliou bclwcon the Stale EIl

ILP oflice and local programs.

Ale,t VLl Tavitni tuia Amiic hill AMI AL

The Menial Ileallli M ust Authority provides mini grants and i*
instrumental in siipporling children and families planning and
funding supplies and educational equipment In Infant l.eanm:;

IVogianis and families across (lie stale.



()ur partners in (he Child Ore Program Office and their grantees
provide valuable resources to communities in the areas of child
care referrals, child care assistance, and licensing. They also
provide supplemental child care assistance funding for children

with special needs.

The EI/ILP lias heen actively engaged on llie hoard of lliis

Council.

Table 5: Race/Ethnicity of
Children Served

Race | Ethnicity # Served % Served

American Indian
Asian/Pacific Islander
Black/African American
Hispanic or Latino

Caucasian

What is the race/
ethnicity of children
served?

Parentsmusrthdicate the child's
race/ethnicity from the choices
on the left.i The proportion of
children served is close to the
proportion of children in that

race/ethmc group.

a005-06
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Projects & Partnerships continued..

W hat early intervention services are families

receiving?

Children and their families have access to a

wide variety of early intervention services.
Communication/language, family service
coordination, specialized instructional, speech
and language therapy, occupational therapy

and physical therapy are frequently listed on

the IFSP Depending uppn the child and family ;j
needs, services could be provided by early
interventionist, speech and language pathologist,
occupational therapist, physical therapist,
mental health clinician, or other rellted specialist

as needed.

Governor’s Council on
Disabilities & Special
Education

Tlu* EI/ILP Program is housed within the- Oilier of Children's
Seniees (OCS). OCS ineludcs Child I’roteelive Services, Atlop
lions, hosier Care and related programs. Other Divisions llial are
important collaborators include Ihe Division of Public | leallli and
the Division of I leallli Care Services whose stall contributed to

the development and implementation of protocol to hill Medicaid

for case management services.

There are many local and stale partners in early childhood that
work closely lo identity and serve young children with special

needs.

Memoranda ol Agreement arc in plar and many districts have
effective teams in place to assortmand assist families in mailing
the vital Irausilioii from K/11.11to the public schools or oilier

appropriate sellings for toddlers.

ﬂ Table 7: Early

Intervention Services
Innovative programs with

ivicei listed on IFSP »irsp» our I'niveisily partners
listive Titimology 8 has led In i Masters
diology IK )

Degree Program in Early
oily Training. Counseling 43S
vice Coordination 2114 Intervention including
ill 1 So vices 75 i stand alone special
tup.ition.il Ilieiapy 877 oil. malion teaching ccrli
(sk)i llieitpy 744 licale and a Speech
'reh language Pathology 108S Language Program The
ial Work Setsiu s n I'liiversily Center  on
lonServites 104
pileServitzs Sl



Excelletice in Disabilities partners with the EidEP program in

research and training initiatives Hint touc'i the lives of yo'"

children and their families.

“The Infiinl Lutrning Program has helpedwe realize
thegaps in niy son'sshills t4>and | aw much wore

confident that he isgoing to he ready for preschool and
mc2won't he addressing these problemsfor thefirst /inn

when heis three."

~ Dgrelhizis, Juneau lE/1('dl Program

Table 8: Service Locations

Primary Location Listed on IFSP FY 2005
Natural environment 94%
Other environment such as hospital or 6%

service provider location

Where are services provided?

The goal of EI/ILP services is to provide
services to childrgp and their families in
a setting ttyt is natural or no”nal for the
child's peers who have no disabilities. The
data indicate that the primary location lor
delivery.of early intervention services is in
natural environments for approximately”™

94% of children and their families.

ac0-06 An»UQ/
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Personnel, Staff Development
and Technical Assistance

There are more than 120 personnel and contractors who provide
early intervention services to children enrolled in the Alaska EI/
IEP system. The remaining personnel are employed part-time
or contracted hy the day or hour to provide early inlerv <lit i
services. The most common provider types and the approximate
full-time* equivalents (ITE) lbr each provider type statewide are

shown below (in'lahlc 0).

Each local grantee has a lead person who directs the program
and is the coordinator. The coordinators come together twice a

year for updates, collaborative training and sharing.

Who provides early Table 9 Early Intervention
intervention senices? K JE£) Providers
Personnel FY 2004 FTE
In Fiscal Year 2004, a
. Family Therapists 5
total of 89 25 full time
equivalents (FTEs) were Early Childhood Educators 10
working in Alaska's EI/ILP  Occupational Therapists 14
Program Audiologists 5
1 Speech language 18
/ Physical Therapist n
Nursing Services 0
o*
Paraprofessionals 9
\V Social Workers 1
Other Tally Intervention Services 2S
Pediatricians 7S
Psychological Services 0
Total 89.2S

Governor's Council on
Disabilities & Special
Education



Fur llu* lasi several years llic FI/ILP program has collaborated and
received assistance from flic National Farly Childhood Assistance
Center (NKCTAC) in developing a new way to measure and

report success in child and family outcomes. The "Coordinators
Exchange" meeting focused on this topic. Several parents from

Ilic I-'arly Intervention Committee attended, bringing the parent

perspective lo Ihis important conversation. ‘'Topics that ca.ly

interventionists learned about in the last year include:

. 'Targeted Case Management
e Prevalence Study
 Distance Delivery

. Family Service Coordination
« Web based l)ata Tools

e Transition

e General Supervision

« Kellective Supervision

e Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (C\I'TA)

e Inlaiu Toddler Mental I leallli

Children leave llic put

Where do children go when
they transition at age three?

gram for ;i variety of
iv.-imiiis iiitlu<iini>  t!t;il
they move mil of slate  The majority (76%) of children
willi In-ir fiimily, llicir were eligible to transition to

preschool special education (Part

p.iivni', withdraw from
B), while others went to Head

i> program. Iii’v .
Start or community ey care

tUNI tiilve mid age out and education settings.

ol llic pmit>r;iiu.  llic
coals of [lluir [IFSP

services are IU't'tIftl.

Table 10:
Where Children go at Age Three

» Children
Eligible for Special Education 153
Not eligible for Special Education, referred to 26
another program
Not eligible for Sjrecial Education, not referred 10
to another program
Special Education eligibility not determined 153

GovernorsCouncil on
Disabilities & Special

% Children
76%

13%

5%

76%



Early Intervention Funding

PartCState/NonPartC
Part C Fedcr.il

Medicaid

Private Health Insurance
Targeted Case Management
Part B, Section 619 Federal
Title V/CSHCN

Family Fees

PartBState

TANF

Local Municipality Share

«»»

57.5%
29.3%
%
4.1%
9%
6%
4%
1%
0%
0%

0%

The window of opportunity to positively

imparl mi insult's

development is n few short years. The first three years of life nre

n period of extraordinary growth in nil domains of development

physical, intellectual, social, emotional and

linguistic growth.

I'lie learning that takes place in these lirsl Hire yearn lays the

emotional
| |rutl Stiti/Nnii ul I'
| |1iif C Pl
[ Mull ikl
[ |ItisH
U lilr.1rc MilLLyim't
[ | Miilll, Sc,inhiiill Icilci.it
« IMI> VI'MK'N

foundation for future school and

life success. Marly

education investments can yield higher returns
than many other investments in human capital

and traditional “Inick and mortar" initiatives.

(liven the rising costs of providing seniees,

improvements in identifying children with

disabilities and the economic benefits of early

intervention, the Council lias prioritized its

el foils on two major thrusts for the ne.si year:

In order to appropriately serve infants

and toddlers and their families and retain

iliialilicd staff, there must he stable funding

for Alaska's MI/Il.1” Program. I*, (grams

are struggling to deliver services and as a

result may deliver til m less often, while

The (laid Abuse Prevention and Ilcalmcnt
Ad (CAI'TA) increases requirements on the
statewide program projected to yield 12,20<I
new referrals, many ol which will icsiilt in the

need tor ongoing seivices.



The state’s eligibility lor special education services is a 25
percent delay, yet the eligibility for KI/ILP services is50 percent
delay. There arc hundreds of children entering the public school
system at ages three and four who are being identified as having
special needs who might have benefited from receiving early

intervention services as infants and toddlers,

‘Early eouication investments can yield higher
returns than many other investments in human
capitaland traditional ‘brick and mortar
initiatives

Do families believe thejr child's

Table 12 Families believe their child's developmentis  €Vel0 pment isenhanced
enhanced through EI/ILP Services through t1/1l P Services?

A parent satisfaction survey is completed

each yeai to find nut svhat patents

‘amilies Satisfied * % )
perceptions are ol the LI/Il P program

rimilics agreed or strongly agreed that their child's ?8Sout of 317 90%

development was enhanced by the Il I’ services they responses

received

Governor s Council on
Disability"s & Special



Statewide Staffand Contacts
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