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FISCAL NOTE

STATIC OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number.
A H LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSUD 2ti/(KES)

(H) Publish Dato; 2/8,08
Identifier (filo name): HB267-DPS-AWT-01-10-08 Dept. Atlecte'J: Public Safely
Title "An Act relating lo .. .Wildlife Violator Compact. . 'RDU Alaska Slate Troopers
Component Alaska Wildlife Troopers
Sponsor Representative Johnson
Requester Houso Resources Committee Component Number 27-16

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note; Amounts do not includo inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation

Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2000 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 |
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 00 I 0.0 0.0 0.0 j
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF,Mental Health
Otlter Interagency Receipts

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00

Estimate of any current year (FY2008) cost; 00
POSITIONS
Full-timo 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Ait.ic/ij sopnrnfe p.i-je J necessary)

Research of olher compact member states estimates that tho time needed to administer tho program will bo between 5
and 30 hours per month, depending upon how many now entries are required into lho data base. The Division of Alaska

W ildlife Troopers can administer th'S program with existing personnel,

Phimt' dK)7i2t>'J-55Q9
Dali.Turn? 01,08,08 ,t 16pm

Date 1/10,208

Prepared by Captain Buiko Waldron
Division Divivim uf Alaska Wildlife Troopers

Aproved by, Wall Moe—jan. Comissionar
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The wildlife violator compact is patterned after the driver's
license compact which all other states have entered into. If a
person's driver's license isrevoked in one state in the United
States, that person cannot goto another state and get a driver's
license. The compact started in 1985 between Nevada and
Colorado. In 1989, the three states of Nevada, Colorado, and
Oregon passed legislation and the program began in those states
in 1991. Immediately afterward, many stales recognized that this

would be a very valuable tool to deter serious wildlife violators

everywhere in (he nation.

In the Alaska example, a group of poachers from Alabama killed
11 illegal caribou and entirely wasted the meat of nine. The
problem is that poachers like these can immediately move to
another state. For instance, despite being jailed and fined in
Alaska, the Alabama poachers were able to return to their stale
and obtain licenses for the fall Alabama limiting season. The

biggest reason for the compact is to slop die inler-staie travel of

Ok) |
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serious poachers, lie said. Had Alaska been a member of the
compact, the hunting licenses of these caribou poachers would

have been revoked inthe 26 compact member states instead of

only in Alaska.

The compact’s foundation has tremendous value for three reasons.
First and foremost, it prevents poachers revoked in one member
state from hunting or fishing, depending on which activity was
violated, in any of the other member states. Second, the compact
provides for the issuance of citations to nonresidents versus having
to arrest them. This is a big issue in Alaska and many other
states because in order lo prevent a violator from fleeing
across state lines to avoid the consequences of the citation, the
wildlife authorities must stop their field patrol, place the violator
under arrest, and immediately take the violator before a
magistrate.  Third, the compact provides a tremendous
deterrent for serious fish and wildlife crimes. People who know

that Alaska is a member of the compact would think twice before



coming up to illegally harvest game, for selling the parts or

conducting other illegal activities.

The current provisions of the Wildlife Violator Compact
1) Anyone revoked in one compact state can be revoked in all

other compact states if the conviction is a basis for revocation in

that state.

2) Each state will treat the conviction as if it occurred in their state.
3) A violator of a compact state is treated as a resident il he
violates in any other compact state.

4) |If a violator fails to appear and lake care of the citation, then the
state issuing the citation may notify the violator's home state.

5) The home stale then notifies the violator that his or her

license will be suspended until the terms of the citation are

complied with.



Who makes the determination as to whether the violation that
occurred in one stale is bad enough to revoke the license in
Alaska?

Compact Administrator Procedures [page 7, line 29, to page 8, line
30J provides for an administrator to be selected from the
Department of Public Safety (DPS). This administrator would be
someone of command level, probably a lieutenant or above. A
DPS clerk would receive downloads of the most recent
revocation information to give lo the compact administrator.
The administrator would consult with the director's staff in the
Division of Alaska Wildlife Troopers to determine whether to
revoke an Alaska resident's license based on revocation issued
outside the state. Based on the authority in the compact when
someone is revoked in another state, Alaska can simply
administratively adopt and accept that revocation based on the
screening of the compact administrator. l;or example, if an
Alaska resident committed a violation in Wyoming for which

he or she was convicted after returning to Alaska, Wyoming



would send that conviction information lo Alaska and Alaska
would then notify the violator and that is when a court hearing

would be involved. So, the court hearing is in the violator’s home

state.

The authorization for due process and court proceedings in the
home state is located in Section 3 of the bill, page 10, line 27,
where the penalty provisions in Title 16 are amended, thus giving
Alaska, as the home state, the authority to revoke a license based
on a conviction in another state. The person must actually be
convicted in another stale of something revocable, he said. Then
that state would notify Alaska and Alaska could take action as the
home state. Sectional of the Wildlife Violator Compact itself
gives Alaska the authority to adopt the revocation of a Nevada

resident who is convicted of a violation and revoked in Nevada.



Who makes the determination as to whether the violation that
occurred in one state is bad enough to revoke the license in
Alaska?

Compact Administrator Procedures [page 7, line 29, to page 8, line
30], provides for an administrator to be selected from the
Department of Public Safety (DPS). This administrator would be
someone of command level, probably a lieutenant or above. A
DPS clerk would receive downloads of the most recent
revocation information to give to the compact administrator.
The administrator would consult with the director's staff in the
Division of Alaska Wildlife Troopers to determine whether to
revoke an Alaska resident's license based on revocation issued
outside the state. Based on the authority in the compact when
someone is revoked in another state, Alaska can simply
administratively adopt and accept that revocation based on the
screening of the compact administrator. For example, if an
Alaska resident committed a violation in Wyoming for which

he or she was convicted after returning to Alaska, Wyoming



would send that conviction information to Alaska and Alaska
would then notify the violator and that is when a court hearing

would be involved. So, the court hearing is in the violator’s home

State.

The authorization for due process and court proceedings in the
home state is located in Section 3 of the bill, page 10, line 27,
where the penally provisions in Title 16 are amended, thus giving
Alaska, as the home stale, the authority to revoke a license based
on a conviction in another state. The person must actually be
convicted in another state of something revocable, he said. Then
that state would notify Alaska and Alaska could take action as the
home state. Sectioi® of the Wildlife Violator Compact itself
gives Alaska the authority to adopt the revocation of a Nevada

resident who is convicted of a violation and revoked in Nevada.



Alaska State Legislature

Slalo Capitol, Room 126
Juneau, Alaska
99801-1182
Phone (907) 465-4993
Fax (907) 465-3872

Intenm
71G West 4thAvenue, Suile 040
Anchorago, Alaska 99501
Phone (907)269-0200
Pax (907)269-0204
Rep_Craig_Jolmson@ legis.slate ak us

Representative Craig Johnson

Mouse District 28

Sponsor Statement
Wildlife Violator Compact
HB 267

This legislation would allow Alaska to join oilier states in entering into a Wildlife Violator
Compact. 'I’lie Wildlife Compact (WVC) was created in 1989 when passed into law in
Colorado, Utah and Oregon and currently there are 26 states participating in the compact.
Ohio will he the 21™ state joining inJanuary of 2008. The WVC is an interstate agreement to
enhance compliance with ihc hunting, fishing anti other wildlife laws, ordinances anti
regulations of participating states, while providing for the lair and impartial treatment of

wildlife violators.
Compact Benefits for the Consumer:

» Delays anti or the inconvenience involved with the processing ot a violation arc
comparable for residents and non-residents of participating states.

» Personal recognizance is permitted in many cases involving wildlife violations.
Certain violations and circumstances still require an immediate appearance or

bonding,
Compact Benefits for the Agency:

« Wildlife law enforcement officers are able to devote more time to patrol, surveillance
and apprehension of violators since they are not burdened with violator processing
procedures.

e The burden on courts and jail facilities is reduced because of the decreased case load
involving immediate appearances, bonding and incarceration.

* Public relations are improved by not having to subject as many violators to the
inconveniences of immediate appear.nice, bonding or incarceration.

e The numbers of “Failure to Appear” cases are reduced because non-residents cannot
ignore a citation from participating states without facing the suspension of their
wildlife license privileges in their home state.

« Wildlife law violators are put on notice that their activities in one state can affect
their privilege to recreate in all participating states.

Co-Chair Ilouso Resources Commitloo
Member of Mules, Slalo Affairs, Transportation, Fisheries Committees
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T\\ ENTV-SIX STATES

| MEMBER STATES

m NO
Li Yes

WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT STATES
OCTOBER 20, 2005

ARIZONA MONTANA

CALIFORNIA NEVADA

COLORADO NEW MEXICO

GEORGIA NORTH DAKOTA

IDAHO OREGON

INDIANA SOt'TH DAKOTA

IOWA CTAH

KANSAS WASHINGTON

MARYLAND WYOMING
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WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT
NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY
AND DUE PROCESS

This is official notice that the member states of the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact, as listed

notice and/or order as if the qualifying offense, conviction, and suspension or revocation had
occurred in those states. Obtaining or attempting to obtain any license, tag or permit that is
prohibited by the attached notice may be an additional and separate violation if the license, tag or
permit is obtained from any of the member states. Any license, tag or permit obtained in violation of
the attached notice and/or order may be invalid.

It is your responsibility to contact any member state where you intend to obtain or attempt to obtain
any license, permit or tag to determine your eligibility to purchase that license, permit or tag, or to
determine if appeal procedures are available. You may determine your eligibility by inquiring in
writing to the specific member state at the address listed below.

Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact member states include:

Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois. Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota. Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North
Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee. Utah, Washington, and Wyoming.

Member states contact information is as follows:

Arizona Game and Fish Department Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Law Fnlbrcement Branch - 1WVC 620 South Meridian Street
2221W. (ireenway Road Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600

Fhocnix, AZ 85023
Georgia Dept, of Natural Resources

California Dept, of Fish iY Game Wildlife Resources Division
Law Enforcement Branch 2070 US llwy 278 S.F.
1116 Ninth St.. Ste. 1326 Social Circle, GA 30025

Sacramento, CA 958 M
ldaho Fish A Game

Colorado DNR, Division of Wildlife Fnlorcemeni Bureau
6060 Broadway 600 S. Walnut Box 25

Denver. CO 80216 Boise, ID 83707



Member states contact information is as follows:

lllinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Law Enforcement

One Natural Resources Way
Springfield, IL 62702

Indiana Department of Natural Resource"
Law Enforcement Division

402 W. Washington St. Room W255D
Indianapolis. IN 46204

lowa DNR/Fish & Wildlife Division
Law Enforcement Bureau

Wallace State Office Bldg.

E 9" & Grand Ave

Des Moines, I1A 50319

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks

512 S.E. 25™ Avenue
Pratt. KS 67124-8174

Maryland Natural Resources Police
Tawes State Office Bldg.. E-3

580 Taylor Ave.
Annapolis, MD 21401

Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Law Enforcement Division

530 W. Allegan

P.0. Box 30031

Lansing, M1 48909

Minnesota DNR, Enforcement Division
500 Lafayette Rd, Box 47
St. Paul, MN 55155

Missouri Department of Conservation
Protection Division

PO Box 180

Jefferson City, MO 65102

Mississippi Department of Wildlife. Fisheries and Parks

1505 Eastover Drive
Jackson, MS 39211-6374

Montana Dept, of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Enforcement Division

PO Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620

Nevada Department of Wildlife

1100 Valley Rd
Reno.NV 89512



Member states contact information is as follows:

New Mexico Department of Game & Fish
PO Box 25112
Santa Fe. NM 87504

New York State Dept, of Environmental
Conservation
Division of Law Enforcement

625 Broadway
Albany. NY 12233-2500

North Dakota Game & Fish Dept.
Chiefof Law Enforcement

100 N. Bismarck Expressway
Bismarck, ND 58501

Oregon Dept, of Fish & Wildlife

3406 Cherry Ave NE
Salem, OR 97303

Tennessee, Wildlife Resources Agency
Ellington Agricultural Center

P.0. Box 40747

Nashville, TN 37204

South Dakota Game. Fish & Parks
Division of Wildlife

523 E. Capital Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact
P.0. Box 146301

Salt Lake City. UT 84114-6301

Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife

Enforcement Program
600 Capitol Way N.
Olympia, WA 98501-1091

Wyoming Game & Fish Dept.
5400 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne. WY 82006
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Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact Database 10-26-98 to

07-16-2004 Supensions Added Per Year






Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact Suspension Record Contributions to Databse 10/1998
throuoh 10/27//2004

WYOMING ARIZONA
WASHINGTON 54 64 CALIFORNIA
UTAH
&
NORTH DAKOTA
1%
COLORADO
21%
NEW MEXICO
14%
GEORGIA
0%
NEVADA
1%
IDAHO
10%
MONTANA INDIANA
14% (02
0w A
MISSOURI MINNESOTA

4% 0%



TRANSFER LICENSE/TAG/FERMIT

%

OTHER CRIMINAI VIOLATIONS

3%

SAFEIY VIOLATONS
3%
ACCUMULATED WILDLIFE
VIOLATION
4%
SMALLGAME/MIGRATORY BIRD
VIOLATIONS.

1%

TRESPASSING VIOLATIONS

5%

WASTEOF WILDLIFE

5%

IICENSE FRAUD'FALSE STATEMENT

&%

OTHER VOLATONS"

4%

FISH TAKE/PCSSESSON VOLATON












MEMBER STATES

o I PIOCKSS (10)
C (11)
[ Passed Legislation (4)
ElYes (25)






WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT
OPERATIONS MANUAL
INDEX

Section |- Background

Section Il - Article I- Findings, Declaration of Policy and Purpose
Avrticle Il - Definitions

Article Il - Procedures for Issuing State

Article IV - Procedure for Home State

Article V - Reciprocal Recognition of Suspension
Article VI - Applicability of Other Laws

Article VII - Compact Administrator Procedures
Article VIII - Entry into Compact and Withdrawal
Article IX- Amendments to the Compact

Article X - Construction and Severability

Article Xl - Title

Section Il - Procedural Matters

Section IV - Compact Process

Section V - Administrative Matters

Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg

1-2
3,4,5
5 6,7

9, 10

10

10, 11

1

1

12, 13, 14
15-21

22



SECTION |
BACKGROUND

Historical Information

The concept of awildlife violator compact was first advanced in the early 1980s by
member states in the Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. Law
enforcement administrators and W ildlife Commissioners from several stales began
discussing the idea ofa compact based on the format of the existing Drivers License
Compact and Non-Resident Violator Compact, both of these related to motor vehicle

operator licensing and enforcement.

In 1985 draft compacts were developed independently in Colorado and Nevada.
Subsequently, these drafts were merged and the Wildlife Violator Compact (WVC) was
presented for discussion at tuc 1986 Law Enforcement Technical Committee Workshop

of the Western Association.

During the 1989 Legislative session compact legislation was passed into law in Colorado,
Nevada and Oregon. These three stales formed the nucleus for the development of the

operational procedures of the WVC.

Compact Benefits
A. For the consumer

1 Delays, and/or the inconvenience involved with the
processing ofa violation are comparable for residents and non-residents of

participating states.

2, Personal recognizance is permitted in many cases involving
wildlife violations. Certain violations and circumstances still require an

immediate appearance or bonding.

13 For the agency

1 Wildlife law enforcement officers are able to devote more
time to patrol, surveillance and apprehension of violators since they are
not burdened with violator processing procedures,

2. The burden on courts and jail facilities is reduced because
of the decreased case load involving immediate appearances, bonding and
incarceration.



3. Public relations arc improved by not having to subject as
many violators to the inconveniences of immediate appearance, bonding,
or incarceration.

4, The number of "Failure to Appear" cases is reduced
because non-residents cannot ignore a citation from participating states
without facing the suspension oftheir wildlife license privileges in their

home stales.

5. Wildlife law violators are put on notice that their activities
in one state can affect their privilege to recreate in all participating states.

SECTION I
WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT

NOTE: This section contains the text of the Wildlife Violator Compact as passed by the
Colorado Legislature in 1989. Details may differ from W ildlife Violator Compact language
enacted by other participating slates, but the substantive language remains intact.

ARTICLE |
Findings, Declaration of Policy, and Purpose

(a) The participating stales find that:

(D Wildlife .esources are managed in trust by the respective states for the
benefit of all residents and visitors.

(2) The protection of the wildlife resources o f a state is materially affected by
the degree of compliance with state statutes, laws, regulations, ordinances, and
administrative rules relating to the management o f such resources.

(3) The preservation, protection, management, and restoration of wildlife
contributes immeasurably to the aesthetic, recreational, and economic aspects of

such natural resources.

4) Wildlife resources are valuable without regard to political boundaries;
therefore, every person should be required to comply with wildlife preservation,
protection, management, and restoration laws, ordinances, and administrative
rules and regulations of the participating states as a condition precedent to the
continuance or issuance o fany license to hunt, fish, trap, or possess wildlife.

(5) Violation ofwildlife laws interferes with the management ofwildlife
resources and may endanger the safety of persons and properly.



(6) The mobility of many wildlife law violators necessitates the maintenance
ofchannels of communication among the various states.

(7) In most instances, a person who is cited for a wildlife violation in a state
other than his home state:

(i) Is required to post collateral ora bond to
secure appearance for atrial at a later date; or

(i) Is taken into custody until the collateral or
bond is posted; or

(iii) Is taken directly to court for animmediate
appearance.
(8) The purpose of the enforcement practices set forth in paragraph (7) of this

article is to ensure compliance with the terms ofawildlife citation by the cited
person who, if permitted to continue on his way after receiving the citation, could
return to his home state and disregard his duty under the terms of the citation.

9) In most instances, a person receiving a wildlife citation in his home state is
permitted to accept the citation from the officer at the scene o f the violation and
immediately continue on his way after agreeing or being instructed to comply
with the terms of the citation.

(19) The practices described in paragraph (7) of this article cause unnecessary
inconvenience and, at times, a hardship for the person who is unable at the time to
post collateral, furnish a bond, stand trial, or pay a fine, and thus is compelled to
remain in custody until some alternative arrangement is made.

(1)  fhe enforcement practices described in paragraph (7) of this article
consume an undue amount of law enforcement time.

(b) It is the policy of the participating states to:

(1) Promote compliance with the statutes, laws, ordinances, regulations, and
administrative rules relating to management of wildlife resources in their

respective states,

(2) Recognize the suspension of wildlife license privileges of any person
whose license privileges have been suspended by a participating state and treat
such suspension as if it had occurred in their stale.

(3) Allow aviolator, except as provided in paragraph (b) of Article 1ll, to
accept a wildlife citation and, without delay, proceed on his way, whether or not a



resident of the slate in which the citation was issued, provided that the violator's
home slate is party to this compact.

4) Report to the appropriate participating state, as provided in the compact
manual, any conviction recorded against any person whose home state was not the

issuing slate.

(5) Allow the home state to recognize and treat convictions recorded against
its residents, which convictions occurred in a participating state, as though they

had occurred in the home stale.

(6) Extend cooperation to its fullest extent among the participating slates for
enforcing compliance with the terms of a wildlife citation issued in one
participating state to a resident of another participating state.

(7) Maximize effective use of law enforcement personnel and information.

(8) Assist court systems in the efficient disposition ofwildlife violations.

(c) fhe purpose of this compact is to:

(1) Provide a means through which participating states may join in a
reciprocal program to effectuate the policies enumerated in paragraph (I>) of this
article in auniform and orderly manner.

(2) Provide for the fair and impartial treatment of wildlife violators operating
within participating stales in recognition of the violator's right to due process and

the sovereign status o f a participating state.

ARTICLE 1l
Definitions

As used in this compact, unless the context requires otherwise:

(a) "Citation" means any summons, complaint, summons and complaint, ticket, penalty
assessment, or other official document issued to a person by a wildlife officer or other
peace officer for a wildlife violation which contains an order requiring the person to

respond.

(b) "Collateral" means any cash or other seemily deposited to secure an appearance for trial
in connection with the issuance by a wildlife ofliecr or other peace officer of a citation

for awildlife violation.

(©) "Compliance" with respect to a citation means the act o f answering a citation through an
appearance in a court or tribunal, or through the payment of lines, costs, and surcharges,

if any.



(ch "Conviction" means a conviction, including any court conviction, for any offense related
to the preservation, protection, management, or restoration ofwildlife which is prohibited
by stale statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule, and such conviction
shall also include the forfeiture of any bail, bond, or other security deposited to secure
appearance by a person charged with having committed any such offense, the payment of
a penalty assessment, a plea of nolo contendere and the imposition ofa deferred or

suspended sentence by the court.

(e) "Court" means acourt of law, including magistrate's court and the justice of the peace
court.

(0 "I lonic state" means the stale of primary residence of a person.

(9) "Issuing state" means the participating state which issues a wildlife citation to the
violator.

(1) "License" means any license, permit, or other public document which conveys to the

person to whom it was issued the privilege of pursuing, possessing, or taking any wildlife
regulated by statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule of a participating

state.

(1) "Licensing authority"” means the department or division within each participating slate
which is authorized by law to issue or approve licenses or permits to hunt, lish. trap, or

possess wildlife.

() "Participating state" means any slate which enacts legislation to become a member of this

wildlife compact.

(k) "Personal recognizance" means an agreement by a person made at the lime of issuance of
the wildlife citation that such person will comply with the tcims o f the citation.

0 "Stale" means any state, tcniiory, or possession of the | biited States, the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Provinces of Canada, and other

countries.

(m) "Suspension" means any revocation, denial, or withdrawal ofany or all license privileges,
including the pri\ilcgo to apply Ibr, purchase, or exercise the benefits conferred by urn

license.

(n) "Terms ofthe citation” means those conditions and options expressly suited upon the
citation.

(w) "W ildlife" means all species of animals including, hut not limited to, mammals, buds.

lish. reptiles, amphibians, mollusks, and crustaceans, which are delined as "w ildlile" and
are protected or olhciwisc regulated by statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or
administrative mle in a paidcipaling stale. Species included in the definition of



"wildlife" vary from state to state and determination ofwhether a species is "wildlife" for
the purposes of this compact shall be based on local law.

"Wildlife law" means any statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or administrative rule
developed and enacted for the management of wildlife resources and the uses thereof.

"W ildlife officer" means any individual authorized by a participating state to issue a

citation fora wildlife violation.

"W ildlife violation" means any cited violation of a statute, law, regulation, ordinance, or
administrative rule developed and enacted for the management of wildlife resources and

the uses thereof.

ARTICLE 1
Procedures for Issuing State

When issuing a citation for awildlife violation, a wildlife officer shall issue a citation to
any person whose primary residence is in a participating state in the same manner as
though the person were a resident o f the issuing state and shall not require such person to
post collateral to secure appearance, subject to the exceptions noted in paragraph (b) of
this article, if the ofliccr receives the recognizance 6407736796537 " ‘\ "comply
with the terms of the citation.

Personal recognizance is acceptable (1) il not prohibited by local law, issuing agency
policy, procedure or regulation, or by the compact manual and (2) if the violator provides
adequate proofofidentification to the wildlife officer.

Upon conviction or failure of a person to comply with the terms ofa wildlife citation, the
appropriate official shall report the conviction or failure to comply to the licensing
authority of the participating state in which the wildlife citation was issued. Thcrcpoit
shall be made in accordance with procedures specified by the issuing state and shall
contain information as specified in the compact manual as minimum requirements for

effective processing by the home state

Upon receipt of the repoit of conviction or noncompliancc pursuant to paragraph (e) of
this article, the licensing authority of the issuing state shall transmit to the licensing
authority ot the home slate of the violator the information in Ibim and content as

prescribed in the compact manual.



ARTICLE IV
Procedure for |loinc State

Upon receipt o fareport from the licensing authority of the issuing state reporting the
failure of aviolator to comply with the terms of a citation, the licensing authority of the
home state shall notify the violator and shall initiate a suspension action in accordance
with the home state's suspension procedures and shall suspend the violator's license
privileges until satisfactory evidence of compliance with the terms of the wildlife citation
lias been furnished by the issuing stale to the home stale licensing authority. All member
states may honor a suspension based 0!l failure to comply. Due process safeguards will

be accorded.

Upon receipt ofa report of conviction from the licensing authority of the issuing state, the
licensing authority of the home state shall enter such conviction in its records and shall
treat such conviction as though it occurred in the home state for the purposes of the

suspension of license privileges.

The licensing authority of the home state shall maintah a record o f actions taken and
shall make reports to issuing states as provided in the compact manual.

ARTICLE V
Reciprocal Recognition o f Suspension

All participating states shall recognize the suspension of license privileges o fany person
by any participating state as though the violation resulting in the suspension had occurred
in their state and could have been the basis for suspension of license privileges in their

state.

Each participating slate shall communicate suspension information to other participating
slates in form and content as contained in the compact manual.

ARTICLE VI
Applicability of Oilier Laws

Except as expressly required by provisions of this compact, nothing herein shall be
construed to affect the right of any participating state to apply any of its laws relating to
license privileges to any petson or circumstance or to invalidate or prevent any agreement
or other cooperative anangement between a participating state and a nonparlicipating
stale concerning wildlife law enforcement.



ARTICLE Vil
Compact Administrator Procedures

For the purpose ofadministering the provisions of this compact and to serve as a
governing body for the resolution ofall matters relating to the operation o f this compact,
a board of compact administrators is established. The board shall be composed of one
representative from each of the participating slates to be known as the compact
administrator. The compact administrator shall be appointed by the head of the licensing
authority ofeach participating state and shall serve and be subject to removal in
accordance with the laws of the state he represents. A compact administrator may
provide for the discharge of his duties and the performance of his functions as a board
member by an alternate. An alternate shall not be entitled to serve unless written
notillcation of his identity has been given to the board.

Each member o f the board of compact administrators shall be entitled to one vote. No
action of the board shall be binding unless taken at a meeting at which a majority of the
total number of the board's votes are cast in favor thereof. Action by the board shall be
only at a meeting at which a majority ofthe participating states are represented.

The board shall elect annually from its membership a chairman and vice-chairman.

The board shall adopt bylaws not inconsistent with the provisions o f this compact or the
laws of a participating state for the conduct of its business and shall have the power to

amend and rescind its bylaws.

The board may accept for any ofits pm poses and functions under this compact any and

all donations and grants o f moneys, equipment, supplies, materials, and services,
conditional or otherwise, from any state, the United Stales, or any governmental agency,

and may receive, utilize and dispose o f same.

The board may contract with. or accept services or personnel from, any governmental or
intergovernmental agency, indi\ idual, lirm. 0l corporation, or any private nonprolit

organization or institution.

flic board shall formulate all necessary procedures and develop uniform forms and
documents for administering the provisions o f this compact. All procedures and forms
adopted pursuant to hoaid action shall be contained in a compact manual.

ARTICLE VIII

Entry into Compact and VVitinhawal

This compact shall become effective at such time as it is adopted in substantially similar
form by two or more slates.



(D Entry into the compact shall be made by resolution o f ratification executed
by the authorized officials ofthe applying state and submitted to the chairman of

the board.

(2) The resolution shall substantially be in the form and content as provided in
the compact manual and shall include the following:

(1) A citation ofthe authority from which the state is
empowered to become a party to this compact;

(i) An agreement of compliance with the terms and provisions

o f this compact; and

(iii) An agreement that compact entry is with all stales
participating in the compact and with all additional states legally

becoming a party to the compact.

(3) The effective date o f entry shall be specified by the applying state but
shall not be less than sixty days after notice has been given (a) by the chairman of
the board o f the compact administrators or (b) by the secretariat of the board to
each participating stale that the resolution from the applying state has been

received.

A participating stale may withdraw from participation in this compact by official written
notice to each participating state, but withdrawal shall not become effective until ninety
days after the notice of withdrawal is given. The notice shall be directed to the compact
administrator o f each member stale. No withdrawal of any state shall affect the validity

of this compact as to the remaining participating states.

ARTICLE IX
Amendments to the Compact

I his compact nay be amended liotn time to time. Amendments shall be presented in
resolution form to the chairman of the board o f compact administrators and shall be

initiated by one or more participating states.

Adoption of an amendment sha*1reiltirc endorsement by all participating states and shall
become effective thirty days after the date of the last endorsement.

failure of a participating stale to respond to the compact chairman within sixty days allei
receipt ol’a proposed amendment shall constitute endorsement thereof.



ARTICLE X
Construction and Severability

This compact shall bo liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes stated herein. The
provisions o fthis compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision of
this compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution ofany participating state or oflhc
United States, or the applicability thereofto any government, agency, individual, or circumstance
is held invalid, the validity of the remainder o f this compact shall not be affected thereby. If this
Compact shall be held contrary to the constitution of any participating state, the compact shall
remain in full force and effect as to the remaining states and in full force and effect as to the
participating stale affected as to all severable matters.

ARTICLE XI
Title

This compact shall be known as the "W ildlife Violator Compact".

SECTION Il
PROCEDURAL MATTERS

The Wildlife Violator Compact

A. What is it?

lhe Wildlife Violator Compact (WVC) assures non-resident violators

receiving citations for certain wildlife violations in participating states the same
treatment accorded residents who are in violation. Procedures are established in
Section IV ofthis manual which cause a non-resident violator who fails to comply
with the terms of a citation issued in a paiticipating stale to face the possibility of
the suspension of his wildlife license privileges in his home state until the terms
of the citation arc met Safeguards are built into the WV C to assure that a non-
resident violator is afforded all due process protection.

In addition, the WV C provides for the reciprocal recognition of the
suspension of license pri\ ileges by participating states, subject to limitations
again intended to provide due process piotection. Ilie reciprocal recognition of
suspensions is intended to address the problems associated with the mobility of

many violatois.

Finally, the WV C provides that information on convictions in paiticipating
states shall be forwarded to the home state o! the \iolatoi | he home state shall
treat such convictions as it they had occuiicd Il that slate for the purposes of
license suspension actions.



n

The WVC not only assures equal treatment o f residents and non-residents

o f participating stales, but also enhances the law enforcement services and
deterrent value of time spent patrolling by uniformed oflieers.

B

What it is not.

The WVC is not a device to secure court appearance if a defendant has

previously delivered himself into the court's jurisdiction and trial has been
postponed to a later date. It is not a device for collecting unpaid portions of lines
allowed to be paid in installments by the courts. It is not a punitive device.

Release on Personal Recoeni/nnce

A.

Violations covered

1 Any violation subject to the provisions ofa "Penalty
Assessment”, which allows a violator to comply with a citation by mailing
a line payment 1! the issuing agency or a court, thereby admitting guilt
without a formal appearance.

2. Any violation written as a summons requiring a violator to

deal directly with the court, either in person, by mail or through an
attorney. Unless there are other restrictions in this document or in the
laws, policies or procedures o fthe issuing state or the court o f jurisdiction.

3. In order for a violation to he subject to these provisions the
person to whom the citation is issued must be a resident of a Compact
slate, other than the issuing state, at the time the citation is issued.

Types of Violations Not Covered

Any violations that mandate a personal appearance.

2. Any petty offense or misdemeanor violation that has a jail
term as a mandatory' penalty.

3. Any felony violation.

I Any violation that the issuing officer deems serious enough
to airest a resident violator.

3. Any violation or situation which the laws, policies or
procedures of the issuing state dictate shall be handled otherwise.



[I. Compliance Willi a Citation
A, Methods of Compliance
1 Payment by mail where provided for.

2. Responding to the citation in person.
3. Submission ofaplea by mail where allowed.

A ResFondin through an attorney where allowed,
3 Evidence of Compliance Hn response to a notice of suspension for non-

compliance).
1. Certificate from the court.

2. Copy of the courtjudgement.

_ NOTE: personal representations, check stubs, money order
receipts, etc. are not acceptable.

.. 3. Theviolator copy of a Notice of Compliance sent by the
issuing stale.

ECTI

SECTION IV
COMPACT P

ROCESS

.The following are the general procedures to he followed by enforcement agencies and
courts in States which are parficipants in the Wildlife Violator Compact EWVC). Specific
procedures which are develo?ed to comply with the legal and administrative requirements of the
various States shall be acceptable so long as they comply with the intent of this manual.

The following procedures make the assumption that the violation in question meets the
general requirements of Paragraph Il A. of Section Il of this Manual.

. Procedures for the Issuing State

A Iheofficer issues a citation to the violator on the standard form used in
that stale.

I When a non-resident is issued a citation and released on

Personal '_reco?nizance under the provisions of this compact, It s aavisable
hat the signafUre of the recipient is contained on the citation, regardless of

specific requirements on that issue.



.. 2. Thecitation is returnable to the court at a future date
specified on the document, in accordance with the laws, requlations,
policies, or procedures of the Agency and/or the Court of jUrisdiction

If the violatorpays the fine or resolves the case with the court, as

B,
appropriate, the matter is closed and no further action is taken under the
provisions of Paragraphs I and Il of this section of the WVC.

court, action under the provisions of the WVC wil

| the violatordoes not resolve the case by P%)e/me_rg_t ?fdthe line or with the
Initiated.

... The "Notice of Failure to Comph{,",form will be completed
and the original delivered to the violator by certified mail, retum recel,‘Jt
requested, Or in person. The remaining copies arc held ina suspense file
pending a response from the violator.

Any "Notice of Failure to Comply" shall be processed
by the issuing state and reported to the home state within six months
of issuance of the citation.

a.  Sufficient time will be allowed for the
defendant to respond to the Notice of Failure to Comply form
prior to |n|t|a||n(_1 further action under the WVC. This will
normally be not'less than 14 days and not more than 2X days.

_ .. Ifthe defendant complies with the terms of
the citation within the grace period allowed, no further action is.
taken under the provisions of this section of the WVC. Final action
Inacourt case Is not aprerequisite.

2 . If the defendiant fails to respond within the time allowed,
copy 2 of the Notice of Failure to. Comply will be sent to the home Mete of
the defendant. The home state will procéed as outlined in Section |I.

I'roecdtircs for | lonic Stale

aIfatany time beyond this point in the WVC
process the defendant resolves the case with the court, it is
Imperative that copies 3 and | of the Notice of failure to compl
(Defendant's and Home State Acknowledgment of Compliance] be
mailed immediately so that any pending or ongqmg suspension of
||cens|e gnwleges Which are the result of the aCtionat hand may be
canceled.

b.  Atany time subsequent to the mailing of the



Notice of Failure to Comply that the violator complies with the
citation as specified in Section B or Section C. 1.1, above, no
further actions under this section of the WVC will lake place.

I1. Procedures for the Home State

A, Uponreceipt of the "Notice of Failure to Comply" from the issuing state,
the licensing authority of the home state of the violator will review the form for

the following:

L Isitlegible?

2. Isitcomplete?

3 Isittimely, within the six month limit of the compact?
4. Is the violationcovered under the compact?

5. Areall other aspects of the case proper under applicable
state laws, policies, and procedures?

B. Ifforany reason the case cannot be acted on, it will be returned to the
issuing state within 14 days with an explanation of the _Problem. Ifall problems
are resolved and the case 1s returned to the home state it will be reinstated.

C.  Ifthe case is accepted, it will be entered into the suspension process of the
home slate.

P. .. A Notice of Suspension will be dprepared and sent to the violator. Ifitisa
provision of the laws, policies or procequres of the home state, an advance
warning letter to the violator Is acceptable.

1 The Notice of Suspension should have a delayed effective
date to permit the violator to contact the cqurt in the |ssumP state and
resolve the case. The length of this delay Is subject to the faws, policies or
or ‘cedures of the home state, but shoulor be at Iéast 14 days in length.

2. The Notice of _Susgens_lon must inform the violator of the
facts behind the suspension with Special empnasis on . the procedures to be
followed in resolving the matter with the colirt in the issuing state.
Accurate jnformatiof on the court_gname, address, Phone nun x 1) must be
Prowded In the Notice of Suspension. This will help eliminate inquiries of
he home state which are costly, lime consuming and nonproductive as the
home state can do nothing to tesolve the case.

. Should the defendant request a hearing on the suspension, it will

1



follow the form appropriate to the laws, policies or procedures of the home state

. L Such hearings will normally be restricted to chaIIeanlng the
right of the home state to stispend under the provisions of the WVC; t0
deny receiving the original citation (thus the importance of the violator's
sigriature on the citation); A to claim that the case has been resolved.

2. The question of ﬁuilt, or innocence re%arding the original
charge will not be a subject of hearings held under the provisions 0f this

section.

3. |fneeded, assistance can be requested from the issing
state. This is normally limited to obtaining certified documentation.

4. NOTE: Suspensions levied for failure to comply with
the terms of 4 citation arc enforced in the home state of (he violator
and honored by all compact states. These adminjstrative suspensions
arc not to be.confused with suspensions which are the result of convictions
of wildlife violations in one or more states which are participants in the

F. - If the suspension is upheld, the defendant must then proceed to resolve the
court case with the suspension remaining in effect.

G If the suspension is denied for any reason, the case is terminated and the
suspension order vacated. In such cases the issuing state will be informed of the

reason for denial,

I, AIQp_eals from suspension orders will be handled in accordance with the
laws, policies and procedures of the home state.

.. |, Should a suspension orcler be overturned on appeal, the
issuing state shall be notified.

. When aviolator resolves a ease with the court in the jssuing state, an
acknowl_edgement of compliance will be issued d|rectI%/ to that person. It is the
responsibility of the violator to present this document fo the licensing authority in
the home state in order to terminate the suspension. The acknowled%em,e_,nt 0

compliance may take any form acceptable fo the home stale and the otiil.

L [fthe acknowledgement of compliance is presented ptior to
the effective date of the suspension, the suspension is cleared immediately.

2. If the acknowledgement of compliance is presented after
the effective date of the suspension, reinstatement wijll be handled in
accordance with the faws, policies and procedures of the home stale.




J - Any reinstatement or restoration lees shall he established and assessed in
accordance with the faws, policies and procedures of the home state.

Remprocal Recognition of Suspensions

States part|C|pat|n(T; inthe WVC shall recognize the suspension lot cause
f the license privileges ot any person by any other participating state under the

followmg circumstances.

) The suspension is the result a conviction for one or more of
the following violations types or a failure to appear on a wildlife citation:

a)  Priority will be placed on the following violation types:
WVC CQDE FOR IWVC

VIOLATION Database

lIlegal lake or possession 0f big game BGV
lllegal take or possession of threatened or TEV
endangered species
Felony wildlife violations FLV
License violations, fraud, false statement LIV
Waste of wildlife WAV
Accumulated wildlife violations ACV
Violations while on revocation REV
Sale/purchase of wildlife SPV

Failure to Appear ITA
b)  The oIIowm violation (tjypes will also besubject o reciprocal revocation

by membersales depending on member stale Taws:
VIOLATION WVC CODE FOR IWVC
Database
IIIegaI lake :)rr é)ossessmn of small game or SGV
[ato

Ille%al take or possession of lish FIV

lllegal lake or possession of other wildlife (\WV

Tag/permit/license transfer IRV

Federal Wildlife Violations FDV



Other criminal violations o1V

Guide/outfitter violations GUV
Safety Violations SAV
Trespass Violations TPV
Littering Violations LPV
Interfering With an Officer WO
Commercial Wildlife Violation oM
2 And, such recognition of suspension is not contrary to the
laws of that stale.

13 Recognition of suspensions which do not meet the criteria of section I1l. A Land
2 above will oe up to the laws, policies and procedures of that state.

C.  hachstate garticipating inthe WVC shall communicate suspension
information to oth rPartlupatm(t;_ states, usm? the secure Interstate Wildlife
Violator Compact database. Participating stales will use the guigelines prescribed

by the board of compact administrators, “flic following information will be
included but not limited to:

1, Positive identification of the subject of the suspension.
Including:

a  Name
b.  Dateofhirth
¢c.  Physical description
d  Lastknown address
2. The basis of the suspension including:

. a Violation(s) and convictions upon which the
suspension is based.

h Ihe, ope ofthesuspension (ie. fishing, hunting, trapping, all
privileges).

e, HTcctive dales of the suspension.



D, Inthe event documentation of a violation and subsequent license suspension i

needed béa member state for [icense susgensmn hearings or other tﬁ) rnoses, the
Issuing state shall provide certified.copies of the citatiory or other ¢ réjlng
g

U

a
instrument, anY arrest or investigation reports, suspension orders and
disposition of the matter.

IV.  Transmittal of Conviction Information to the Ilome State of the Violator

A Upon aconviction, the issuing state shall forward to the home state of the
violator the following information:

| Personal Information

a Name
b, Dateofhirth
e, Sex

d  Physical description (height, weight, hair, eyes)
. Lastknown address
2. Violation Information
a  Citation number
b. Violation description
. Revocation begin & end date

d  Pineassessed

B. For the purpase.of cnsideration for license suspension, the home stale
%hall treat such convictions in other participating states as if they had occurred in

he home state.

C. Inthe event detailed information on a violation is needed by the home
state, for licgnse sus ensu?n heanngs or other Jourpos_es, the issuing stale shal
provice certitied copies of the citation or other charging Instrumerit, any arrest or
Investigation reports and the disposition of the matter.



SECTION V
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

| Entry into the Compact
A, Entry into the WVC may bo accomplished by the following methods.

L Adtate Ie?islature may accomplish WVC joinder by
adopting the full compact &s a statute.

.2 Asdtate legislature may authorize and direct that state's
wildlife agency to enter into the compact.

13 Upon legislative action as specified above, entry into the WVC shall ke
finalized by the Submission of a resolution of ratification and an informational
application submitted to the chairman of the board of compact administrators.

. flic resolution of ratification shall be si%ned_ by the chiefadministrator of
the wildlite agency or licensing authority and shall inClude the items found in

section ()2 of Article VIII ofthe WVC.

C. 'flic effective dale of entry shall be Specified b¥ the applying state but
shall be at least sixty da¥s after riotice has been given to each member state by the
chairman of the board oT compact administrators,

D.  Only viglations which are committed on or after the effective date of
entry, and resulting suspensions, shall be subject to the provisions of the Compact

1L Withdrawal from the Compact

A, Amember state may withdraw from the WVC by submitting official
Written notice to the other member states. Such withdraival shall not be effective
until ninety (90) days after such notice is mailed.

”t' | Such notice must be directed to the compact administrator of each member
stale.

(\ . The withdrawal of one or more member states shall have no effect on the
validity of the WVC as to the remaining member states.



SARAH PALIN, GOVERNOR

ADF&G
PO. UOX 115526

w
JUNEAU. AK 998011-5526
S YRHIRRE! 0O
FAX: (907) -W5-609-1

%

Inmiary 11. 2008

Representative Craig Johnson
M;iil Slop 3100

Slate Capitol

Juneau. AK 90801-1182

Subject: Support of 1B 267

| tear Representative Johnson:

I'hank yon lor your presentation to the Joint Hoards of fisheries and (iame on | Kttobei 8, 2007
regarding the Wildlife Violators Compact We appreciate your efforts, and leel the lime lias
come to briny Alaska into the Compact, joining 26 other slates. We rceogni/o the bcnelits whie h
will come lo Alaska by its membership, and support House Mill 267 which will accomplish these
coals. Passage of this legislation will piovide a strong deterrence for the commission of serioti ;
lish and wildlife crimes in Alaska, and will remain a priority ofour two Hoards.

We applaud the main premise of the Compact which provides for a convicted poacher, whose
license has been revoked in one member state, to be revoked in all member slates. 1ns sends a
clear message that we value our lisl, and wildlife resources and are serious abom protecting
them. We also siippoii increased revenues which the state will icali/e when non-residents who
receive citations are more motivated to pay their lines, as opposed lo hn\ mg licenses revoked if

they do not respond lo citations.

Please let us know what further we may do lo lend our voice in support o f the sneeesslitl passage
of this needed legislation.

Sincerely.

Md NI mis. ('hairinau
( liaitman. Alaska Moaid of bisheiies



SARAH PALIN, GOVERNOR

o } o
‘ \ ADF&G

P.0O.BOX 110526

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME JUNERL AK 5980110528

BOARD OF GAME PAX:(907) m165-609't

January 30,2008

Representative Craig Johnson
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room # 126
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Johnson:

TJie Alaska Board of Game supports House Bill 267, Wildlife Violator Compact. The board
appreciates your efforts to make it possible for Alaska to join the 26 participating states of the

Wildlife Violators Compact.

The Board of Game supports the main premise of the Compact which provides for a convicted
wildlife violator whose license has been revoked in one member state, to be revoked in all
member states. The Board feels strongly that passage of this bill by the legislature will provide a
strong deterrence lo violators, knowing that their activities in one state can affect their privilege
to recreate in all participating states. Without this bill and the sanctions that it provides through
the Wildlife Violators Compact, “non Alaska residents” have no incentive to comply with the

sanctions levied by the criminal justice system.

Law enforcement efforts directed at compliance with wildlife regulations remains a high priority
with the Board of Game. Joining the interstate Wildlife Violator Compact will send a strong
message that die State of Alaska does not tolerate serious wildlife violations.

Thank you for your work on this important piece oflegislation. Please let us know how we can
assist you with this effort.

Sincerely,

Cliff Judkins. Chairman
Board of Game



A laska State

CO-CIIAIK

Ucp. .John Iliiri is (R-VnldiY)
State Capitol, Room 208
Juiieuu, Ak 49801-1182
Phone: 9«>7M6.'>--1K59

1'uxi 907-465-3799

Toll Free: Hk 8-4¢5-44 59

L egislature

CO-CIIAIlIt

Sen. lLyilaGiven (R-Wasilla)
Stale Capitol, Room 1
Juneau, Ak 99801-1182
Phone: 907-465-6600

Fox: 907-465-3805

Toll Free: 877-465-6601

Alaska Legislatfve Outdoor Caucus

February 7,2008

The Honorable Craig Johnson
Alaska Slate Ilouse
Juneau AK 99801

Dear Representative Johnson:

We are writing to convey our support for HR 267, a bill to allow Alaska to join other states in
entering into a Wildlife Violator Compact WVC. As this legislation provides for improved
enforcement of conservation laws and regulations through reciprocal agreements with partner
states, we believe this legislation to be a good lirst step for our newly formed Legislative

Outdoor Ileritage Caucus 1.0l JC).

It is the goal of the 1.OJIC to promote conservation and the traditions of hunting, fishing and
trapping. Legislation such as the WVC helps us fulfill that goal. If we can assist you in any way
to ensure the passage of this legislation, please don’t hesitate to call on us.



Johnson 11/11/07

Inter-state poacher watch

extends Alaska's reach

By REP. CRAIG JOHNSON

Recent news coverage of Alaska's big game hunting, some good and
some bad, highlights the need for better communication and cooperation
with other states to ensure poachers do not go unpunished.

I read with both pride and djsma{ a story from Anchorage about poachers
being brought to justice for illegally taking our big game. Pride because
our Alaska wildlife troopers did theiriob and did it well, but with dismay at
the fact that the two men involved will undoubtedly be viewed as hunters.
They are not, and for once the Anchorage Daily News got it right in the
headline by calling them poachers.

Johnson

This calculated criminal act and others like it, unfortunately, are all too common here, and all the
harder to enforce, thanks to the sheer size of our state. However, there is one valuable way we
can change the dynamic and start bringing forces to bear on those who illegally take and waste
our fish and game. The Wildlife Violator Compact, or WVC [ am working on a bill that would
bnngfour state into the WVC fold and allow greater effectiveness and efficiency in the state's

|

wildlife enforcement efforts.

Colorado. Nevada, and Oregon initiated the Wildlife Violator Compact in 1989 to give their wildlife
enforcement officers a way to cross-refercnce violators from other states. It allows license
revocations associated with the crimes committed in any compact-member state to be enforced in
all compact-member states including the violator's home state Previously, the risk of hunting

illegally was simply getting caught

The out-of-state violator could return home and fail to appear at arraignment, adding a burden to
law enforcement and the court system in tracking violators down for extradition With the WVC, if
an out-of-state poacher fails to appear in court for a violation committed in Alaska, state wildlife
agents could enter the violation into the WVC database, which would revoke the violator’s hunting
or fishing license in all compact-member states until the violator appeared to face the charges

In addition to greatly increasing the communication between enforcement agencies, the WVC
allows for hunting or fishing license revocations in member states to be transferred, meaning
violators from out of state who commit serious wildlife crimes in Alaska would also have their
home state licenses revoked This change alone brings more offenders to justice by bringing the
same sanctions on their home state hunting and fishing privileges as those m the state where the

violation occurred

The significant deterrent is that violators won't be able to ignore the citation or summons Hie
license revocations will cross state lines, forcing them to cooperate to ensure their home state

status won't bo compromised

Currently. 26 states are members Fifteen more are m the process of approvi.n? legislation or are
awaiting enroliment in the WVC At present a database of more than -1,100 violators exists that
Alaska wildlife troopers can search through when processing citations or when an applicant



applies for a hunting or fishin% license in Alaska. Information sharing also means that instead of
tracking down poachers who fail to appear, or working on extradition proceedings, enforcement
officers can spend more time in the field patrolling and making arrests, thus minimizing

unnecessary paperwork.

The respective chairmen of the boards of Fish and Game support this legislation, saying: "The
WVC sends a clear message that we value our fish and wildlife resources, and are serious about
protecting them." Chairmen Cliff Judkins of the Board of Game and Mel Morris of the Board of
Fish also wrote that: "Passage of this legislation will provide a strong deterrence for the
commission of serious fish and wildlife crimes in Alaska, and will remain a priority of the two

hoards."

| believe that vigilance, state-of-the-art tools, and inter-?overnmental cooperation are highly
effective measures ,|,at will keep our state as a world-class destination for big game hunting and
wildlife wewmg. By Alaska's participation in the WVC, poachers who disregard our laws will no

longer return home and ignore our legal system.
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