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Date of Committee Action: _ 3 M t y j

The FINANCE Committee considered: HB 236

HOUSE BILL NO. 236 DECEASED VETERAN DEATH CERTIFICATE/HONOR
"An Act relating to providing a death certificate for a deceased veteran without cost; relating to a program to 
honor the memory of a deceased veteran; and providing for an effective date."
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

HB23G-DMVA-VS-3-14-08Identifier (file name):
Title An Act relating to providing a death certificate for .1 deceased

veteran without cost...

Dept. Affected: 
^RDU 
Component

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

HB236 (FIN)

DMVA
Military and Veterans Affairs 

Veterans Services
Sponsor
Requester

State Affairs
House Finance Component Number 421

E xpenditures/R evenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Appropriation
Required Information

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 4.0
0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 |

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I I I  I I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I  I I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands ot Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 00 0.0 00 00 0.0 00 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0.0 00 00
1004 GF 50 5.0 50 5.0 5.0 50 5.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 00
1037 GF/Mental Health 00 00 00 00 00 00 00
Other Interagency Receipts 00 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 00

TOTAL 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5 0 5.0 5.0 |

Estimate of any curront year (FY2008) cost: 

POSITIONS ______________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach n scparato pngo it nccuasuty)
There is minimal impact to the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs for the cost of postage, mailing envelopes 
and papor stock for tho Governor's memorial certificate program certificates

P repa red  by McHugh P ie tro . Legislative Liaison/D irector o f Communications______________________ Phone 4 65 -1 4 02
Division National Guard  Military H eadquarters/Com m issioner's O ffice_____________________D itcvTunn 314 /0 8  (d> 10 0 0  am
Approved by Commissioner Craig Campbell________________________________ Date 3/14:2008______

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs_____ _______________
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ID(File name) HB236CS(MLV)-DHSS-BVS-12-19-07_____________________ Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title DECEASED VETERAN DEATH CERTIFICATE/HONOR RDU Public Health_____________________

Component Bureau of Vital Statistics
Sponsor HOUSE (STA)
Requester HOUSE (FIN)___________________________________________ Component No. 961

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ______________________________________________ ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s ) __________________________________

F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number. _______________
2008 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CS HB 236 (MLV)

() Publish Data: _______________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
Appropriation

Required Information
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2009 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0' 0.0 0.0 0.0 o.o 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 500 60 0 75.0 900 90 0 90 0
1037 GF/Mental Health
1156 (Receipt Services) t 50 0) (60 0) ( 75 0) (90  0) ( 90 0) ( 90 0)
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any curront year (FY2008) cost: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page it necessary)
I 'ruler this bill family members or representatives (executors, etc.) o f  deceased veterans may each request 
one free copy of the veteran's certified death certificate. Because the Bureau of Vital Statistics (BVS) 
relies substantially on fee revenues to cover its operating costs, any loss o f  these revenues will have an 
immediate impact on staffing and quality o f  service to the public if not replaced by general funds.

About 10% of  the proposed b'YOO budget for BVS is GF. In contrast, 65% o f  the BVS budget comes from 
Receipt Supported Ser\ ices (RSS). I imited flexibility in the BVS budget compounds the problem of 
relying on fees for operating costs. (Continued on Page 2)

Prepared by Beverly K Woolev, Director _____________________________________  Phone 465-3092
Division Public Health ...   Date/Time 12/04/2007
Approved by Karleen Jackson. Commissioner________________________________ Oato 12/19/2007
Agency Department of Health and Social Services_____________________
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STATE OF'’ ALASKA
2008 LEG ISLAT IVE  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
HILL NO: CS Hi3 236 (MLV)

A N A L Y S I S  C O N T I N U A T I O N
One-third o f  BVS's annual expenses are lixed costs for items such as lease space, 
telecommunications services and paper for certificates. Areas where there is some flexibility, such as 
travel, have been reduced in recent years due to "belt tightening" budget reductions and loss in 
buying power. Nearly two-thirds of the BVS budget covers personal services.

We project this bill will cost BVS $50.0 in lost revenue in FY09, increasing lo a loss of $90.0 by 
FY 12. The estimates arc based on the $20 fee for a certified copy of a death certificate and the 
approximately 900 deaths per year where the decedent was a veteran. Under this version o f  the bill, 
receipt o f  free copies is not restricted - each family member or representative may request one free 
copy but any number o f  family members or representatives may request a free copy. It is estimated 
that veteran's families and representatives will request, on average, live free copies (families have 
been known to request as many as 30 copies o f  a death certificate). The fiscal impact will be 
approximately $50.0 for the first year the legislation is in effect ($20 x 2,500 certified copies, 
assuming just 500 families will request five certificates each in the first year), increasing to $90.0 bv 
FY12 ($20 x 4,500 certified copies) as more people become aware o f  the new benefit provided by 
this law. BVS will experience a greater loss o f  revenue if this bill generates more than five requests 
per death, or if the number of decedents who are veterans exceeds 900 in a year.

This projected loss o f  revenue to BVS appears in the Receipt Supported Services line and, if  the 
current level o f  staffing and service to the public is to be maintained, this lost revenue will have to be 
replaced with GF. I f  new GF is not received to offset the lost revenue, the bureau will have to 
eliminate one position the first year this bill is in effect, and a second position within the subsequent 
one to two years. The loss of these positions will limit the bureau's ability to process requests for 
vital records in a timely manner by limiting the number o f  requests that can be processed daily. 
Previous experience has shown that when BVS is understaffed, the public can expect delays o f  up to 
eight weeks for processing vital record requests. At current staffing levels, the average turnaround 
time is two to three davs.
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I louse o f  Representatives 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative,

The American Legion, Veterans o f  Foreign Wars and The Disabled American 
Veterans express the deep appreciation to you and other House members for the 
strong support given the veteran’s legislative programs this past session. We have 
enclosed a copy o f  the Joint Venture’s legislative priorities for consideration by the 
First Session o f  the 25,h State Legislature.

Again, please accept our thanks and appreciation for your continuing support of 
important veteran issues.

Sincerely,

Dept. Commander, The American Legion

Joe Simms 
Dept. Comma

fom Schanrock
Dept. Commander, Disabled American Veterans



The Am erican Legion, V eterans o f  Foreign W a rs , and D isab led
Am erican Veterans.

Joint Venture 
Legislative Issues 
for F Y  2008-2009  

(condensed version)

1. S tate V ete ran ’ s Service O ffic e rs  G ran t : Increase o f  State Service 

O fficers Grant from $621 ,000 . to $651 ,000 .

2. P ro p e rty  Tax Exem ption : Support an Increase the Disabled 

Veterans’ and Senior Citizens tax exemption.

3. C om m un ity  Based O utpatien t C lin ic : Support from the Legislature 

fo r a VA  community based outpatient clinic to be located in Southeast 

A laska.

4. V e te ran ’ s C em etery : We request the State Legislature to place a 

State Operated VA supported Cemetery in Fairbanks A laska.

5. Flat* Am endm ent; I f  Flag Amendment passes Congress A laska 

ratify that amendment.


