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P O S IT IO N S
Full -t imo
Part -t ime
T em po ra ry

A N A L Y S IS :  ( A t t a c h  a  s u p a r a t o  p a g o  i f n o c o s s a r y )

T h is  le g is la t io n  w o u ld  a u t h o r iz e  th e  A la s k a  R a i lr o a d  C o r p o r a t io n  ( A R R C )  to e x c h a n g e  a p p r o x im a t e ly  te n  
a c r e s  o f  la n d  w ith Ih o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t io n  a n d  P u b l ic  F a c i l it ie s  ( D O T P F )  to a c c o m m o d a t e  tw o 
D O T P F  p r o je c ts . T h o  A la s k a  R a i lr o a d  C o r p o r a t io n  ( A R R C )  is  a  p u b l ic  c o r p o r a t io n  s u p p o r t e d  b y  r e v e n u e s  
g e n e r a t e d  t h r o u g h  its fre ig ht , p a s s e n g e r  a n d  r e a l e s la t e  s e r v ic e s . A R R C  d o c s  n o t  r e c e iv e  s ta te  f u n d in g  for 
o p e r a t io n s  or  c a p it a l im p r o v e m e n t s .

P r e p a r e d  by: W on t ly  L lnd skoog .  A ss is tan t  V ico P ros ldun t ,  C o rp o rn lo  A lfa irs  P h o n o  9 0 7 . 2 6 5  2 4 9 8
D iv is ion A la s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o rpo ra t ion_______________________________________________Da to /T im o 3 /1 /0 7  2 :S 4  PM
Approved by: Ftnil Nolli, Commissioner____________________________________________________________ Dato 3/1/200/________

Agoncv Commorco, Community, and Economic Dovolopmont___________________
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Alaska State Legis la ture

H O U S E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M IT T E E

H ouse  B i l l  168: D O T  m id  H R  L a n d  S w a p

H o use  B i l l  168 w o u ld  au tho r ize  the A laska R a i lro ad  C o rp o ra t io n  (A R R C )  to exchange  app ro x im a te ly  ten 
acres o f  land  w it h  the D epa r tm en t o f  Transporta t ion and P u b l ic  F a c i l i t ie s  (D O TP F )  to a c com m oda te  two 
D O T P F  pro jects . T h e  Parks H ig h w a y  Im p ro v em en t  pro jec t in  W a s i l l a  and the H e a v y  A ircra ft  C argo  
A p ro n  p ro je c t  at the Fa irb anks  In ternat iona l A irp o r t  both requ ire  an ad justment to the A la sk a  R a i l r o a d ’s 
track and r ight-of w a y  lands . T h is  leg is la t ion  ensures that a l l the appropr ia te tit les to p rope r ly  can be in  
p la ce  for both o f  these im por tan t D O T P F  projects.

T h e  A la sk a  R a i l r o a d  C o rp o ra t io n  A ct , A laska Statute 42.40.285, requires L eg is la t ive  approva l for the 
A R R C  to “exchange , donate , sell or otherw ise c o n v e y  its en t ire  interest in  la nd”.

S e c t io n  1: Pa rks  H ig h w a y  Im p r o v e m e n t  P r o je c t
S ec t io n  1 co n vey s  a p p ro x im a te ly  6.3 acres o f  A R R C  property ad jacen t to the Parks I l ig ln v a y  to D O T P F .  
T h e  w id e n in g  and  la n e  im p ro vem en ts  to the Parks H ig h w a y  requ ired  re locat ion o f  a po r t ion  o f  the A laska 
R a i lro ad  m a in l in e  in  the v i c i n i t y  o f  W a s i l la  Lake. D O T P F  a cq u ired  the necessary property south o f  the 
ex is t in g  200-foot A la sk a  R a i lro ad  right-of-way. T h e  A R R C  was ab le  to re locate its tracks to this property 
ju s t  sou th o f  its o r ig in a l  a l ig nm en t . O n c e  the ra i lroad  was re located , D O T P F  was ab le  lo  c om p le te  
cons truc t ion  o f  the im p ro vem en ts  to the Parks H ig h w a y .  T h e  pro jec t is comp le te .

S e c t io n  2: F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r n a t io n a l  A ir p o r t  H e a v y  A i r c r a f t  C a r g o  A p r o n  
S ec t io n  2 v .o ld  c o n v e y  app rox im a te ly  3.3 acres o f  A R R C  property to D O T P F  to a ccommoda te  
cons truc t ion  o f  the n ew  H e a v y  A ircra ft Cargo  A p ro n . Fa irbanks In ternat iona l A irport is 43"1 in  the na t ion  
for the am ou n t  o f  la nded  w e ig h t ,  serves near ly  a m i l l i o n  passengers and has 17 a ir l ines  ope ra t ing  at the 
fac i l i ty . R e p la c in g  tho cu rren t ly  inadequate h e a vy  a ircraft cargo apron located next to the a irport term ina l 
is part o l  the p lanned  cons truc t ion  upgrade and e x p a n s io n  o f  the Fa irbanks In ternat iona l A irpo rt . O f  the 
four cu rren t a ircraft p a rk in g  pos it ions , two interfere w ith  the ta x iw a y  and create a potent ia l sa fe ly  risk. 
E x p a n s io n  o f  the te rm in a l w i l l  create add it iona l in te rfe rence w ith  the th ird  park ing  pos it io n . T o  e l im in a te  
a poten t ia l safety hazard  and accommoda te  the a irport expans io n , the D O  TPF is p la n n in g  to construct a 
n ew  h e a vy  a ircraft cargo apron on  A R R C  property ad jacen t to the airport. T h is  proposed land  exchange 
o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  3.3 acres w i l l  a l lo w  for the cons truc t io n  o f  a h e a vy  aircraft cargo apron that w i l l  p ro v id e  
pa rk in g  for four la rge ca rgo  p lanes and be des igned  to ha n d le  the w e ig h t  and s ize o f  the largest cargo 
p lanes . D O T P F  must h a v e  a le g a l ly  su ff ic ien t t it le  interest to p roperty in  order to c o m p ly  w ith  Federa l 
A v ia t io n  A dm in is t r a t io n  ( FA A )  grant assurances am i fu n d in g  par t ic ipa t ion  requ irements. C ons tru c t io n  o f  
th is  pro ject w i l l  b e g in  th is summer .



HEAVY AIRCRAFT CARGO APRON

^ P R O J E C T  D E S C R IP T IO N * :

W o r k  u n d e r  th is  p r o j e c t  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w
26.5 a c r e  c a r g o  a p r o n  a r e a  a t  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  w e s t  r a m p  a n d  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  T a x iw a y  "A" a p p r o x im a t e l y  1,000 f e e t  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s .  T h e  
a p r o n  w i l l  a c c o m m o d a t e  f o u r  B-747 o n  c o n c r e t e  h a r d s t a n d s .  A n c i l l a r y  
w o r k  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f e n c i n g ,  a c c e s s  r o a d s ,  s n o w  s t o r a g e  
a r e a s  a n d  s u b s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  s y s t em s .

♦PROJECT JU S T IF ICA T ION * :

T r a n s ie n t  h e a v y  a i r c r a f t  p a r k i n g  is p r o v i d e d  o n  t h e  a p r o n  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  R e c e n l  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a v e m e n t  in  th is  a r e a  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  a p r o n  h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n d  o f  its d e s i g n  l i f e  a n d  
r e q u i r e s  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o r  t o t a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t w o  o f  t h e  
e x is t i n g  f o u r  h a r d s t a n d s  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  FAR  P a r t  77 t r a n s i t io n  s u r f a c e .

A ls o ,  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  e x is f i n g  f o u r  h a r d s f a n a s  w il! b e  r e n d e r e d  i n o p e r a b l e  
th is  s u m m e r  d u e  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p a s s e n g e r  t e r m i n a l  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  T e r m in a l  A r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t  P r o j e c t .  
T h e  r e m a i n i n g  o l d  h a r d s t a n d  w i l l  b e  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  c o n f l i c t e d  w h e n  d u r i n g  
p a s s e n g e r  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  t e r m i n a l .

T h e  p r o j e c t  s i te  is in  a n  u n - d e v e l o p e d  a r e a  o f  t h e  a i r p o r t  a n d  it is 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w i l l  p e r m i t  t h e  p r i v a t e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  l a n d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  l h e  a i r s id e  f r o m  t h e s e  
p r o p e r t i e s .  This d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l  e x p a n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r e v e n u e  b a s e  fo r 
a i r p o r t  o p e r a t i o n s  b y  o p e n i n g  c d d i i:o n a l  l e a s e  a c r e a g e ,  a f f o r d i n g  
w a r e h o u s i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  a s s u r in g  s h o r t  a n d  l o n g - t e rm  h e a v y  
a i r c r a f t  p a r k i n g .





PARKS HIGHWAY - WASILLA

PROJECT SUMMARY STATEMENT

T h e  Parks H ig h w a y  is a rura l in te rs ta te  h ig h w a y  that p ro v id e s  a c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  
th e  m a jo r  c i t ie s  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  W a s i l l a  a n d  F a irb a n k s . T h is  p ro jec t , lo c a te d  b e tw e e n  
th e  in te rs e c t io n  w ith  the  G le n n  H ig h w a y  a n d  th e  C ity  o f  W a s i l la ,  is the  p r im a ry  
h ig h w a y  b e tw e e n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  W a s i l la .  T h is  por t ion  o f  the  Parks H ig h w a y  w a s  
o r ig in a l ly  c o n s t ru c te d  in 1971 a n d  1972 a s  a two- lane rura l h ig h w a y .  In 1996, the 
h ig h w a y  w a s  w id e n e d  b e tw e e n  P a lm e r-W as i l la  H ig h w a y  a n d  C r u s e y  S tree t  to four 
l a n e s .  T h is  p ro je c t  re con s t ru c ted  th e  po r t io n  o f th e  Parks H ig h w a y  b e tw e e n  S ew a rd  
M e r id ia r  P a rkw ay  a n d  C r u s e y  S tree t .

T h e  r e c e n t  p ro jec t  is the th ird s e g m e n t  o f  th e  Parks H ig h w a y  re con s t ru c t io n  
from  th e  G l e n n  H ig h w a y  th rough  the  C it y  o f  W a s i l la 's  ce n t ra l b u s in e s s  d istr ict. T h is  
p ro je c t  re co n s t ru c te d  th e  Parks H ig h w a y  from S ew a rd  M e r id ia n  P a rkw ay  (S ew a rd  
M e r id ia n )  to C r u s e y  S tree t. T h is  s e c t io n  o f  the Parks H ig h w a y  is lo c a te d  w ith in  a 
c o m m e r c ia l  d istr ict of th e  C ity  o f  W a s i l l a .  T o  b e  c o n s is te n t  w ith  the  a d ja c e n t  
c o m m e r c ia l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  the  c h a ra c te r  o f  the  h ig h w a y  c h a n g e s  at S ew a rd  M e r id ia n  
from  a h ig h- speed  (55 m ph )  rural h ig hw a y  to a n  in t e rm ed ia t e  s p e e d  (45 m ph )  u rban  
h ig h w a y  p ro v id in g  a c c e s s  at s p e c if ie d  lo c a t io n s .  T h e  p ro je c t  i n c lu d e s  fron tage  roads 
im p r o v e d  or c o n s t ru c te d  a d ja c e n t  to, a n d  p a ra l le l  w ith , the Parks H ig hw a y ,  as  
a p p ro p r ia te  for a c c e s s  to a d jo in in g  p rope r t ie s .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  c o n s t ru c te d  a f ive- lane h ig hw a y :  two la n e s  n o r th b o u n d  a nd  
tw o  la n e s  s o u th b o u n d  w ith  a m e d ia n  two-way left ,urn la n e .  A dd it io n a l 
im p r o v e m e n t s  in c lu d e :  r e co n s t ru c te d  o r n e w  two-lane, two-way, fron tage  roads; a 
g rad e- sepa ra ted  in t e r c h a n g e  at S ew a rd  M e r id ia n  Parkway ; a c o n t in u o u s  p a t hw a y  on  
th e  h ig h w a y ’s  north s ide ; re lo ca t io n  of a p p r o x im a te ly  %  o f a  m i le  o f ra i lroad  track; 
a n d  h ig hw a y  a n d  in t e r s e u io n  i l lum in a t io n .  T h is  3.4 m i le  s e g m e n t  t ran s it io ns  from 
the  four la n e  d iv id e d  h ig hw a y  to the  ea s t  to a lower-speed  s e g m e n t  p a s s in g  th rough  
th e  c e n t e r  o f  W a s i l la .  T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  c o m p le t e d  co n s t ru c t io n  o f  the p ro je c t  in 
2006.

T h e  tota l p r o je c t  c o s t  is  a p p r o x im a t e ly  $55,697,000.
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