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FISCAL NO

STATE OF ALASKA
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction): 2/15/2007

Title An act relating to release of individual
information in workers' compensation records

Sponsor Representative W ilso n

Requester House Labor and Commerce

Expenditures/Revenues
Noto: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING OO OO

[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES m OO

CHANGE INREVE!JES ( ) OO OO

FUND SOURCE
Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prograrn Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Spenty Typc--Do not abbrovlato)

TOTAL 00 OO

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: 00

REPORTED OUT
MAY 0 9 2007
SENATE FINANCE COVMITTEE

TE

Fiscal Note Number: 1

Bill Version: CSMB 121(L&C)
(H) Publish Date: 2/22/07

Dept. Affected: Administration
'RDU Risk Management

Component Risk Management

Component No. 71

(Thousands of Dollars)

FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Qo Qo Qo Qo
Qo 00 6o Q0
Qo Qo Qo Qo

(Thousands of Dollars)

Qo Qo Qo Oo

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2008 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-timo
Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata pngu il necessary)

Risk Management is not affected by this legislation

Prepared by: J Brad Thompson. Director

Phono 465-5/23

Division Risk Management

Dalo/Timo 2/15/0/ HOP AM
Dale 2/|Q/ZOO/

Approved by: Kevin Brooks, Deputy Commissioner

Agency Department ol Administration
[|(ovrd IO
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REPORTED OUT

<
MAY 0 9 2007
FISCAL NOTE
SENATE FINANCE COMMTTEE
STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note: 2
2007 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 121(L&C)
(H) Publish Date: 2/22/07

Department:. Labor and Workforce Development

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):
RDU: Workers' Compensation

Title: Workers' Compensation Records

Component Workers' Compensation
Sponsor: Representative Wilson
Requester: House L&C Component Number: 344

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2008 FY 2009

Personal Services

FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Travel

Contra Tual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous Q0 Q0 Q0 Q0 Qo Q0

TOTAL OPERATING
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) !

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Peceipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specity Type-Do riot abbreviate)
Qo Qo Qo Oo Qo Qo

TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY2007) cost: None
Mark this box (X) If funding fo this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2008 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)

There is no anticipated financial impact to the dopaitmcnt as a result of this legislation.

Phono 4G5-27r0

Prepared by Paul Llsnnklo, Dirorlor
Date/llino 2/16/0' 1:16 PM

Division Division of Worker's Compensation

Approved by Click Bishop, Commissioner Date 2/16/2107

Agency Dopartment of | abor and Worktorco Development
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SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 121( )
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor/,s): REPRESENTATIVES WILSON, Kaunas, Olson

A RILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to release of information in individual workers' compensation records:

and providing for an effective date,"
RE IT ENACTED RY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

i; Section 1. AS 23.30.107(b) is amended to read:

(h) Medical or rehabilitation records, and (lie employee's name, address,
social security number, electronic mail address, and telephone number contained
on anv record, in an employee's file maintained by the division or held by the board
or (he commission are not public records subject to public inspection and copying

under AS 40.25. Ibis subsection does not prohibit

(n the reemployment benefits administrator, the division, the board,
the commission, or the department from releasing medical or rehabilitation records in
an employee’ file, without the employee's consent, to a physician providing medical
services under AS 23.30.005(k) or 23.30.110(g), a party to a claim filed by the

employee, or a governmental agency; or

1% SCS CSIIt 121( |

WI'W rvxt Undt®i IJiiml 11BLET, & TEXT BRACKETED)



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 25-LS0501VM

(2) the quoting or discussing of medical or rehabilitation recor
contained in an employee's file during a hearing on a claim for compensation or in a
decision or [AND] order of the board or commission.
* Sec. 2. AS 23.30.107 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) An employee may elect to authorize the disclosure of the employee's
name, address, social security number, electronic mail address, and telephone number
contained in a record described in (b) of this section by signing a declaration on a form
provided by the division.

* See. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 0J.10.070(c).

S('s (SHit 1221( ) .
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Alaska State Legislature

O fficial Business

S enate

Office of the Secretary

FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

SUBJ:

May 4, 2007

Finance Committee
(Mindy, Room 520)

Office of the Senate Secretary

Referral Change

State Capitol, Room 213
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Phone: (907)465-3701
Fax: (907)465-2832
Emall:isenate_secretary@ legis.state.ak.us

The Senate President has added/changed the refcrral(s) on the following bills(s):

RETRIEVE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. I2KL&C) am

"An Act relating to release of information in individual workers'compensation

records; and providing for an effective date."

Please give the hill filc(s) to the page delivering this message for forwarding to il e
Judiciary Committee.

Thank you.


mailto:senate_secretary@legis.state.ak.us

Alaska State Legislature
Representative Peggy Wilson

House District 2
Putting Alaska's Families First

SPONSOR STATEMENT
Committee Substitute House Bill 121(L&C) am

“An Act relating to release of information in individual workers’ compensation records;
and providing for an effective date.”

With the call for more transparency in government, it is equally important to protect personal
information from falling into the wrong hands. In this day and age of computers and
extensive databases, government agencies have the potential to accumulate a tremendous

amount of information on their employees.

Under the Alaska Division of Workers” Compensation, some personal information is
considered public record since it is not specifically prohibited by stale statute. CSHI3 121 will
correct this oversight by prohibiting the release of the employee’s social security number,
electronic mail address, and telephone number contained on any of the divisions’ files,’ the
Workmen’s Compensation Board’s files, and the Workers” Compensation Appeals
Commission. As amended on the House floor, employee names and addresses can still be

released to the general public.

Currently, some of this personal information regarding cmployees who file workers’
compensation claims can be and has been released for public inspection. For example, a
private company outside of Alaska has been requesting the names and addresses of injured
workers. They have then used that information for direct marketing purposes of one kind or

another.

This practice is very disturbing considering that identity theft is on the rise and a scourge on
our society. It should be the right of any individual to keep personal information as cited

above confidential. Ibis data should not be revealed without Ib consent of that individual.
This bill does add a provision to allow such disclosure, but only after the employee signs an

affidavit to that effect.

March 21. 2007 25-1.SOSO \U. A
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Alaska State Legislature
Representative Peggy Wilson

House District 2
Putting Alaska's Families First

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
Committee Substitute House Bill 121(L&C) am

“An Act relating to release of information in individual workers’ compensation records;
and providing for an effective d*>te.”

CSI 113 121 amends Title 23 under the Labor and Workers’ Compensation Act. It deals
specifically with the section lor release of information.

Section 1 Amends AS 23.30.107(b) with language specifying that an employee’s social
security number, electronic mail address, and telephone number contained within the
employee’s file under the Division of Workers’ Compensation or held by the Workmen'’s
Compensation Board or held by the Workers’ Compensation Appeals Commission are not
public records subject to public inspection.

Section 2. Amends the statute reference above by adding a subsection (d). This provision
allows for an employee to authorize the Division of Workers’ Compensation, the Board, or
Ilhe Commission to disclose his or her personal information as described above. This will be
accomplished by the employee signing a declaration on a form provided by the division.

Section 3. This bill has an immediate effective date. In effect, the bill becomes law the
day after it is signed by the governor.

25-LS<)501\H.A
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Cliff Stone

Paula D Scavera [paula__scavera@ labor,stale.ak.usj

From:
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 10:20 AM
To: Cliff Slone

Subject: FW: Workers Compensation Claimants

Cliff- Here is the email that was sent to the Division ol Workers' Compensation, The request lor information is

public information but we have edited out the name ol the stall person. Thank you. Paula

From: Rick Tripp [mailto:rtripp@ obryanlavv.net]
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:45 AM

To:
Subject: Workers Compensation Claimants

Dear Mr.

Please provide us with a list of all Workers' Compensation claimants lor injuries reported Irom 11/30/04 lo the

present, including names , addresses and phone numbers, against the following companies: American

Seafoods, Icicle Seafoods, Deep Sea Fisheries, Norquest Seafoods, Ocean Beauty Seafoods Inc..Pacific Star
Seafoods. Peter Pan Seafood, Inc., Petersburg Fisneries, Saltwater, Inc., Seafood Producers Co-op, Sitka Sound
Seafoods, Snopac Products, Trident Seafoods, Unisea, Inc., Alaska Ocean Seafood, Inc., Arlic Storm. Inc.,
Glacier Fish Co., LLC, Highland Light and Starbpond LLC

Call me when you receive this email. Time is ot the essence.

Rick Tripp

O'Bryan Baun Cohen Kuebler
401 S. Old Woodward, Ste. 320
Birmingham, MI 48009
248.258.6262

248 258.6047 (f)

YWV © i XYA!

212 32007
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Census Bureau inadvertently posts personal data on Web site

STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON - Tlie Census Bureau inadvertently posted personal information from 302 Households
in Alaska and other states on a public Internet site multiple times over a five-month period, the

bureau said Wednesday.

The Information Included names, addresses, phone numbers, biith dates and family income ranges,
said Ruth Cymber, the agency's director of communications. No Social Security numbers were
posted, and there Is no evidence that the data was misused, Cymber said.

But, she added, posting the information violated bureau policies and federal law.

The bureau is in the process of contacting the households, located In nine stales and the District of
Columbia, to offer free credit-monitoring services,

"A b each ol this kind is unacceptable,” Census Director Charics Louis Klncannon said in a statement
"We are strengthening our internal procedures to fmthcr safeguard our data to prevent a

recurrence.”

The Information was on and oh the public Web site from October to Feb. 15 as Census employees
working from home tested new software, Cymber said. The workers were supposed to use fictitious
information to test the site, but they inadvertently mingled data horn the bureau's Current
Population Survey, a monthly survey best known for generating the nation's employment statistics,

Cymber said the real and fictitious data were indistinguishable. The information cuuld have been
accessed through a search engre on the Census Bureau's Web site used to disseminate large data
files. She said she didn't know whethei the data actually was accessed by anyone.

Cymber declined to say how many employees wcie involved, though a release from the buieau said
appropnatc ddinuustiative action” has been tancn, pending the outcome of an ongoing

investigation.

The buie.ru also referred the matter to the Commerce Dcpartrr-nt s inspector general. The Census
Bureau is wirt of the Commerce Department.

-"Ea «'wschotds were located »n Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colcrado,
.
DﬂdN Connecticut and Washington, D C
Die mou ies six months after the Census Uuicau acknowledged losing 072 laptop computers
since ?0i 1, including 2M>that contained personal data Most of the cornp ters were used by workers

UlJthcnng survey information in rommunrties

On The Net. Census Bureau:
Mtu //www.it'Mtiis goy/
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February 19, 2007

Representative Kurt Olson, Chair
House Labor & Commerce Committee

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-11S2

DearChairman Olson and Committee Members,

On behalf of Icicle Seafoods, Inc., | want to express our strong support for
MB 121. “An Act relating to release of information in individual workers’

compensation records”.

It lias come to our attention, thanks in large part to one of our employees,
that a private party outside of Alaska has been soliciting Alaska worker
compensation claimants by obtaining personal information about them from
the Alaska Dept, of Labor. After obtaining the names and addresses of
injured workers, they use this private information for direct marketing

purposes.
We find this practice incredibly disturbing and believe this information
should not be made available without the consent of the person the

information is about.

House Bill 121 would stop this objectionable practice and we fully support
its adoption, fhank you for your consideration.

Sincerely.

Kris N'oros?
t iovernment Affairs
Icicle Seafoods. Inc

PETERSBURG r'IblILRIES
IVISHIN OF U'K |( tvii.vm 'N<:
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i lie Honoiablc Kuii Olson. Chairman
| ahoi and Commeicc Committee

Alaska State Lcgislatuie
State Capital
Juneau, Alaska WXO0J

Dear Representative Olson

I am writing on behalf of Trident Seafoods Corporation to expiess our strong support tor
IIB 121 Our employees have been surprised to learn that the Alaska Depaitment of

I uhoi’s Division of Workers” Cornpcnsati >n is disclosing the names and addresses of all
individuals who are injured in the seafood piocessing industry W'e believe the law
should be changed mi that this information is released only with the employee's consent

This issue has come to our attention because a law fnm fiom Michigan lias been

who have filed workers' compensation claims 11Ins turn then solicits business fiom
these individuals, seeking to bung claims under maritime law instead of under the Stale s

Hus has lesuJted in some unusual mantime claims,

uoikcis' compensation system
Sand Point, of course, is not

me ludmg one law suit filed against the "vessel" Sand Point

a vessel It is acommunity in the Aleutians hast Borough where 1ndeiii has a

shoiobased processing plant

Mote impoitaiitly. many of the pe >ple at I ndeiii who file wmkeis' compensation claims
do not want their personal inhumation released t" the public |liev aie upset about
I hose employees who do not object to

having peison.il information disclosed should he bee to consent to having such
inhumation leleased Without mu h authorj'/alion liowevei we believe tin: type of

Hiloimatnui should lemain pnvate

I hank yon bu unisideiitig om view s on this legislation

Sur/] etch.

ALl k.l Wo Illligloil

Vo,
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February 15, 2007

Representative Peggy Wilson
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol. (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Wilson,

Thank you for sponsoring House Bill 121. I am in
bill that will put an end to

full support of this
information of worker

the release of personal
claimants by the State of Alaska,

compensation
Compensation Board

of Labor, and the Workers

Dept,
without the consent of the claimants.

I have attached a letter that | wrote last year in
support of a similar measure. As a worker

claimant, | had my personal

released to a third party commercial
then used the

compensation

information
(a Michigan law firm) who

information to solicit business from me. I did not
appreciate this type of contact and do not feel
personal information should be released in this
my personal consent.

operator

situation without

working to end this unpleasant

feel, free to provide my letter
moves through the

Thank you for
practice. Please
other legislators as the bill

legislativv. process.

Sincerely,

Hyo R. Kim
P.O. Box 705
Pc*te)'sburg, Alaska 998 3¢

to



April 15. 2005

Senator Con Bende, Chair.
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Bunde and Committee Members,

My name isHyo R Kim and lhave bem an Alaska resident for ever 27 years
Approximately 5 months ago. i1received a letter from an out of state attomey that
somehow leamed of an injury Ihad at work He indicated in his letter that iFl
contacted his fim, they could possibly get me more money for my injury

Icalled the attormey t fird out what this was about and how he had access to my
personal information During our conversation, the attormey asked me many
questions about how Iwas Injured, what the injury was, etc After talking. Ihe
attormey indicated that he could not do anything for me since the Injury was not
substantial 1got the feeling he thought there was not enough money far him to get

involved

lasked him how he was able to gel my personal information and he basically said
he had his sources in the State of Alaska This really bothered me since 1 really
don"t want people other than those that lapprove ol having access lomy personal
and private information This especially concerns mo the most now that there are so

many cases inthe news of idetity theft and fraud

After discussing with my friends the conversation Inad with this attomey. | learned
that he most likely got my personal irformation from the Workers Compensation
Board and the Alaska Dept of Labor [Fthis ik the case, timitatessme a katas 1do
not want people lo have access tomy private information and lassumed that what 1
Micd out >n the Alaska Workers Comf ensation forms was corfiderttial

lam very surprised the State of Alaska would aJow this information t bo released
about its residents My injury smy private m m em and shoulld only involve me. my
employer my doctor, my family and not an out *state attormey lask you to please
take the a; propriate s> ps t make sure th fees not happen again m the Intuit?

Sinoe/rely
I9;£ J '.1y t, .

Hyo R Kim

V O Box 705

Petersburg Alaska <9803



february 19. 2007

The Honorable Kurt Olson
Chairman. Labor & Commerce Committee

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Chairman Olsen-

Ihave been told that you are chairing a hearing on a hill that would keep
corfidential the personal information of people who filkeworker™s compensation
claims lam writing in strong support of this legislation 1do not want any of my
personal information made available lo the public merely because Ifiae fileda

workers compensation claim and respectfully ask that you enact the kil during
this session of the legislature

My husband. Gene, and lhave both had minor injuries while we were working at

Trident Seafoods Corporation shoreplant i Sand Pont, Alaska We each
received unwe lcomed solicitatios from some lawers back East asking ifwe

were injured on a floating processing vessell 1do not want my personal
information made available to the public and wondered how these lawyers got
my name inthe firstplace 1do not believe K isappropriate for the State of

Alaska to release this information without my consent

lo be bluit, the fact Thave sufftred an injury in the workplace and filed a claim
under worker*s compensation should not entitle the public to my home address

and other personal information lcertainly do not want some ambulance-chasing
lawer solicitig me because of my claim [Iflhad wanted to hire a lawer to
represent me. tfiere are plenty of local attormey”s available They advertise in (be
Alaska Airlines magazine and every fishing magazine published

lurge you to pass this legislation and appreciate you listening tomy concerns

Sincerely.

Gloria 1 Copenspire o
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