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WORK D R A F T WORK D R A FT W O R K  D R A F T

25-LS 0501W 1

B a ile y
5 /1 /07

SEN A TE CS FO R  CS F O R  H O U SE  B IL L  NO. 121 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE O F TH E STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor/,s): REPRESENTATIVES WILSON, K aunas, Olson

A R ILL 

F O R  A N  A C T  EN T IT L E D  

"A n Act re la ting  to release o f  in fo rm ation  in individual w o rk e rs '  com pensa tion  records: 

and  p rov id ing  for an  effective da te ,"

RE IT  EN A C TED  RY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A :

i|; Section 1. AS 23.30.107(b) is amended to read:

(h) Medical or rehabilitation records, and  (lie em ployee 's  nam e, address, 

social security num ber,  e lectronic mail address, and  te lephone n u m b e r  contained

on anv  record, in an employee's file maintained by the division or held by the board 

o r  (he com m ission are not public records subject to public inspection and copying 

under AS 40.25. I bis subsection does not prohibit

(I) the reemployment benefits administrator, the division, the board, 

the commission, or the department from releasing medical or rehabilitation records in 

an employee’s file, without the employee's consent, to a physician providing medical 

services under AS 23.30.005(k) or 23 .30.110(g), a party to a claim filed by the 

employee, or a governmental agency; or

-1 *
Wi’W r v x t  Undt'i l J iiml I l.'EI.ET, :t> TEXT BRACKETED)
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WORK DRAFT WORK D R A FT 25-LS0501VM

(2) the quoting or discussing of medical or rehabilitation records 

contained in an employee's file during a hearing on a claim for compensation or in a 

decision o r  [AND] order of the board o r  com m ission.

* Sec. 2. AS 23.30.107 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(d) An employee may elect to authorize the disclosure of the employee's 

name, address, social security number, electronic mail address, and telephone number 

contained in a record described in (b) of this section by signing a declaration on a form 

provided by the division.

* See. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS OJ. 10.070(c).

S('S (.'SIlit 121 ( ) A*
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< >1 final Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C om m i t t e e
Mail Slop 3ioo 
Siaie Capiiol 

Juneau. Alaska 99S0i-ii82

F A X  C O V E R  S H E E T

D A T E :

T O :

T I M E :  7o ; o o  f o r )

N U M B E R  O F  P A G E S ,  I N C L U D I N G  C O V E R  S H E E T :  1

F R O M :  M I N D Y  R O W L  A N D

S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  S E C R E T A R Y  

P I - I O N E :  4 6 5 - 4 9 3 5  

F A X :  4 6 5 - 2 1 8 7

N O T E S :  F i W !  e a s e  • [ \ ; u  { h i / * )

_______________________________________________________V e r s  ? s  -  L.-3 o  < r  o  i \  (v^
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"An Act relating to release of information in individual workers' compensation records; and providing for an 
effective date."

and recommends:
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

O ffic ia l B us ine ss

S e n a t e  

Office of the Secretary

State Capitol, Room 213 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Phone: (907 )465-3701 
Fax : (907 )465-2832  

Em all:senate_secretary@ legis.state.ak.us

F O R  Y O U R  I M M E D I A T E  A T T E N T I O N

DATE: May 4, 2007

TO: Finance Committee
(Mindy, Room 520)

FROM: Office of the Senate Secretary

SUBJ: Referral Change

The Senate President has added/changed the refcrral(s) on the following bills(s):

R E T R IE V E
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. I2K L& C) am 

"An Act relating to release of information in individual workers'compensation 
records; and providing for an effective date."

Please give the hill filc(s) to the page delivering this message for forwarding to il e 
Judiciary Committee.

Thank you.

mailto:senate_secretary@legis.state.ak.us


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Representative Peggy Wilson

House District 2 
Putting Alaska's Families First

SP O N SO R  S T A T E M E N T  
Committee Substitute House B ill 121(L& C) am

“ An Act re la ting  to release o f  inform ation in ind iv idual w o rk e rs ’ com pensa tion  records; 
and  provid ing  fo r  an  effective da te .”

With the call for more transparency in government, it is equally important to protect personal 
information from falling into the wrong hands. In this day and age of computers and 
extensive databases, government agencies have the potential to accumulate a tremendous 
amount o f  information on their employees.

Under the Alaska Division of Workers’ Compensation, some personal information is 
considered public record since it is not specifically prohibited by stale statute. CSHI3 121 will 
correct this oversight by prohibiting the release of the em ployee’s social security number, 
electronic mail address, and telephone number contained on any of the divisions’ files,’ the 
W orkmen’s Compensation Board’s files, and the W orkers’ Compensation Appeals 
Commission. As amended on the House floor, employee names and addresses can still be 
released to the general public.

Currently, some o f  this personal information regarding cmployees who file workers’ 
compensation claims can be and has been released for public inspection. For example, a 
private company outside of Alaska has been requesting the names and addresses of injured 
workers. They have then used that information for direct marketing purposes of one kind or 
another.

This practice is very disturbing considering that identity theft is on the rise and a scourge on 
our society. It should be the right of any individual to keep personal information as cited 
above confidential. I bis data should not be revealed without lb consent of that individual.
T his bill does add a provision to allow such disclosure, but only after the employee signs an 
affidavit to that effect.

March 21. 2007 25-1.SOSO I \U. A

iin-AMy.JunMu:‘iialo(.‘‘i|iil)'l*JiiniMn Ak 'oHfll .If.s-tWI• /.h ‘Il’fi
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Representative Peggy Wilson

House District 2 
Putting Alaska's Families First

S E C T IO N A L  A N A L Y S IS  

Committee Substitute House B ill 121(L&C) am

“ An Act rela ting  to release of inform ation  in individual w o rk e rs ’ com pensation records; 
and  provid ing  fo r  an  effective d*>te.”

CSl 113 121 amends Title 23 under the Labor and Workers’ Compensation Act. It deals 
specifically with the section lor release of information.

Section 1. Amends AS 23.30.107(b) with language specifying that an employee’s social 
security number, electronic mail address, and telephone number contained within the 
employee’s file under the Division of Workers’ Compensation or held by the W orkmen’s 
Compensation Board or held by the Workers’ Compensation Appeals Commission are not 
public records subject to public inspection.

Section 2. Amends the statute reference above by adding a subsection (d). This provision 
allows for an employee to authorize the Division of Workers’ Compensation, the Board, or 
Ihe Commission to disclose his or her personal information as described above. This will be 
accomplished by the employee signing a declaration on a form provided by the division.

Section 3. T his bill has an immediate effective date. In effect, the bill becomes law the 
day after it is signed by the governor.

March 21, 2007 25-LS<)50l\H.A
Jan I,lay, J u n m i:  M  iM U i p i tn l  •  lutu III AK '>0001 1 t ? 1  (O')**) 4 G ‘) 1,1 '•! * > l* (OO.’I 4 : . I I  J'\
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C l i f f  S t o n e

F r o m :  P a u la  D  S c a v e ra  [pa u la __ scave ra @  la b o r ,s ta le .a k .u s j

S e n t :  F rid a y , F e b ru a ry  2 3 , 2 0 0 7  10 :20  A M

T o :  C liff S lo n e

S u b je c t :  F W : W o rk e rs  C o m p e n s a t io n  C la im a n ts

C liff- H e re  is  the  e m a il th a t w a s  s e n t to  th e  D iv is io n  o l W o rk e rs ' C o m p e n s a t io n ,  T h e  re q u e s t lo r  in fo rm a tio n  is 
p u b lic  in fo rm a tio n  b u t w e  h a v e  e d ite d  o u t th e  n a m e  o l th e  s ta l l  p e rs o n . T h a n k  y o u . P a u la

F r o m :  R ick T r ip p  [ m a ilto :r tr ip p @ o b ry a n la v v .n e t ] 

S e n t :  F rid a y , F e b ru a ry  23 , 2 0 0 7  6 :4 5  AM 

T o :
S u b je c t :  W o rk e rs  C o m p e n s a tio n  C la im a n ts

P le a s e  p ro v id e  us w ith  a  lis t o f  a ll W o rk e rs ' C o m p e n s a t io n  c la im a n ts  lo r  in ju r ie s  re p o r te d  Iro m  1 1 /3 0 /0 4  lo  th e  

p r e s e n t , in c lu d in g  n a m e s  , a d d re s s e s  a n d  p h o n e  n u m b e rs , a g a in s t th e  fo llo w in g  c o m p a n ie s :  A m e r ic a n  

S e a fo o d s , I c ic le  S e a fo o d s ,  D e e p  S e a  F is h e r ie s , N o rq u e s t  S e a fo o d s , O c e a n  B e a u ty  S e a fo o d s  In c . .P a c if ic  S ta r 
S e a fo o d s . P e te r P a n  S e a fo o d , Inc ., P e te rs b u rg  F is n e r ie s , S a ltw a te r ,  In c ., S e a fo o d  P ro d u c e rs  C o -o p , S itk a  S o u n d  
S e a fo o d s , S n o p a c  P ro d u c ts , T r id e n t S e a fo o d s , U n is e a , In c ., A la s k a  O c e a n  S e a fo o d , In c ., A r lic  S to rm . Inc ., 
G la c ie r  F is h  C o ., L L C , H ig h la n d  L ig h t a n d  S ta rb p o n d  L L C  
C a ll m e  w h e n  y o u  re c e iv e  th is  e m a il.  T im e  is o t the  e s s e n c e .

R ick  T r ip p
O 'B ry a n  B a u n  C o h e n  K u e b le r  
401 S. O ld  W o o d w a rd , S te . 3 2 0  
B irm in g h a m , M l 4 8 0 0 9  
2 4 8 .2 5 8 .6 2 6 2  
2 4 8  2 5 8 .6 0 4 7  (f)

D e a r M r.

'YWV ’ i xYA"

2/2 3/2007

mailto:rtripp@obryanlavv.net
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C e n s u s  B u r e a u  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  p o s t s  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  o n  W e b  s i t e

STEPHEN OHLEMACHER 
A s s o c i a t e d  P r e s s  W ri te r

WASHINGT ON -  T l ie  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  p o s t e d  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t io n  f ro m  3 0 2  H o u s e h o l d s  
in A la s k a  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e s  o n  a  p u b l ic  I n t e r n e t  s i t e  m u l t ip l e  t i m e s  o v e r  a  f i v e - m o n t h  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
b u r e a u  s a id  W e d n e s d a y .

T h e  In fo r m a t io n  I n c lu d e d  n a m e s ,  a d d r e s s e s ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r s ,  b i i t h  d a t e s  a n d  f am i ly  i n c o m e  r a n g e s ,  
s a id  R u th  C y m b e r ,  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  d i r e c to r  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  N o  Soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r s  w e r e  
p o s t e d ,  a n d  t h e r e  Is n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  w a s  m i s u s e d ,  C y m b e r  sa id .

B u t ,  s h e  a d d e d ,  p o s t i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  v i o l a t e d  b u r e a u  p o l ic ies  a n d  f e d e r a l  l aw .

T h e  b u r e a u  is in t h e  p r o c e s s  of c o n ta c t in g  t h e  h o u s e h o l d s ,  l o c a t e d  In n i n e  s t a l e s  a n d  t h e  Dis tr i ct  of 
C o lu m b ia ,  t o  of fe r  f r e e  c r e d i t - m o n i t o r i n g  se rv i c e s ,

"A b e a c h  o l  t h i s  k in d  is u n a c c e p t a b l e , "  C e n s u s  D i rec to r  C h a r i c s  Louis K l n c a n n o n  s a id  in a  s t a t e m e n t  
" W e  a r e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  i n t e r n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  f m t h c r  s a f e g u a r d  o u r  d a t a  t o  p r e v e n t  a  
r e c u r r e n c e . "

T h e  In fo r m a t io n  w a s  o n  a n d  o h  t h e  pub l ic  W e b  s i t e  f r o m  O c t o b e r  t o  F eb .  15 a s  C e n s u s  e m p l o y e e s  
w o r k i n g  f r o m  h o m e  t e s t e d  n e w  s o f t w a r e ,  C y m b e r  s a id .  T h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  s u p p o s e d  to  u s e  f ic t i t ious  
i n f o r m a t io n  t o  t e s t  t h e  s i t e ,  b u t  t h e y  i n a d v e r t e n t ly  m in g l e d  d a t a  h o r n  t h e  b u r e a u ' s  C u r r e n t  
P o p u l a t i o n  S u r v e y ,  a  m o n t h l y  s u r v e y  b e s t  k n o w n  for g e n e r a t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  e m p l o y m e n t  s ta t i s t i c s ,

C y m b e r  s a id  t h e  r e a l  a n d  f ic t i t ious  d a t a  w e r e  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e .  T h e  i n f o r m a t io n  c u u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
a c c e s s e d  t h r o u g h  a  s e a r c h  e n g r e  o n  t h e  C e n s u s  B u r e a u ' s  W e b  s i t e  u s e d  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  l a r g e  d a t a  
fi l es.  S h e  s a id  s h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h e t h e i  t h e  d a t a  ac tu a l ly  w a s  a c c e s s e d  b y  a n y o n e .

C y m b e r  d e c l i n e d  t o  s a y  h o w  m a n y  e m p l o y e e s  w c i e  i n v o lv e d ,  t h o u g h  a  r e l e a s e  f ro m  t h e  b u i e a u  s a i d  
a p p r o p n a t c  d d i n u u s t i a t i v e  a c t io n "  h a s  b e e n  t a n c n ,  p e n d i n g  t h e  o u t c o m e  of a n  o n g o i n q  

in v e s t i g a t io n .

T h e  b u i e . r u  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  C o m m e r c e  D c p a r t r r - n t  s  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l .  T h e  C e n s u s  
B u r e a u  is  w i r t  o f t h e  C o m m e r c e  D e p a r t m e n t .
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Representative Kurt Olson, Chair 
House Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-11S2 

DearChairman Olson and Committee Members,

On behalf o f Icicle Seafoods, Inc., I want to express our strong support for 
MB 121. “ An Act relating to release of information in individual workers’ 
compensation records” .

It lias come to our attention, thanks in large part to one of our employees, 
that a private party outside o f Alaska has been soliciting Alaska worker 
compensation claimants by obtaining personal information about them from 
the Alaska Dept, o f Labor. After obtaining the names and addresses of 
injured workers, they use this private information for direct marketing 
purposes.

We find this practice incredibly disturbing and believe this information 
should not be made available without the consent o f the person the 
information is about.

House B ill 121 would stop this objectionable practice and we fully support 
its adoption, fhank you for your consideration.

Sincerely.

Kris N'oros?
t iovernment Affairs 
Icicle Seafoods. Inc

PETERSBURG r'lbllLRIES
IV IS H IN  OF U 'K  |(  t v i i . v m  'N < :
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lTebi imiy 21. 2()0r< J

i lie Honoiablc Kuii Olson. Chairman 
I ahoi and Commeicc Committee 
Alaska State Lcgislatuie 
State Capital 
Juneau, Alaska WXOJ

Dear Representative Olson

I am writing on behalf of Trident Seafoods Corporation to expiess our strong support tor 
I IB 121 Our employees have been surprised to learn that the Alaska Depaitment of 
I uhoi’s Division of Workers’ Cornpcnsati >n is disclosing the names and addresses of all 
individuals who are injured in the seafood piocessing industry W'e believe the law 
should be changed mi that this information is released only with the em ployee's consent

This issue has come to our attention because a law fnm  fiom Michigan lias been 
icijiiesting infotmalion from the State about all the individuals in the seafood industiy 
who have filed workers' compensation claims I Ins turn then solicits business fiom 
these individuals, seeking to bung claims under maritime law instead of under the Stale s 
u o ik c is '  compensation system Hus has lesuJted in some unusual mantime claims, 
me ludmg one law suit filed against the "vessel'' Sand Point Sand Point, of course, is not 
a vessel It is a community in the Aleutians hast Borough where I ndeiii has a 
shoiobased processing plant

Mote impoitaiitly. many of the pe >ple at I ndeiii who file w m keis ' compensation claims 
do not want their personal inhum ation released t" the public I liev aie upset about 
lawyeis unitatling them about then injiiiy I hose employees who do not object to 
having peison.il information disclosed should he bee to consent to having such 
inhumation leleased Without mu h author j'/alion liowevei vve believe tin: type of 
Hiloimatnui should lemain pnvate

I hank y on b u unisideiitig om v iew s on this legislation

Sun e t c h . 
/  •

A 1.1: k.l Wo lllllgloil
,V  , . j ,  • | i  , | . n  •  ! .» • "

• »fi• • I,|i • > | • i .111*•
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e g g y  W i l s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l .  (MS 3 1 0 0 )
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W i l s o n ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  1 2 1 .  I  a m  i n  
f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  b i l l  t h a t  w i l l  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  
t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  w o r k e r  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  c l a i m a n t s  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,
D e p t ,  o f  L a b o r ,  a n d  t h e  W o r k e r s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  B o a r d  
w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m a n t s .

I  h a v e  a t t a c h e d  a  l e t t e r  t h a t  I  w r o t e  l a s t  y e a r  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  a  s i m i l a r  m e a s u r e .  A s  a  w o r k e r  
c o m p e n s a t i o n  c l a i m a n t ,  I  h a d  m y  p e r s o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d  t o  a  t h i r d  p a r t y  c o m m e r c i a l  
o p e r a t o r  ( a  M i c h i g a n  l a w  f i r m )  w h o  t h e n  u s e d  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s o l i c i t  b u s i n e s s  f r o m  m e .  I  d i d  n o t  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c o n t a c t  a n d  d o  n o t  f e e l  
p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  r e l e a s e d  i n  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  w i t h o u t  my  p e r s o n a l  c o n s e n t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  w o r k i n g  t o  e n d  t h i s  u n p l e a s a n t  
p r a c t i c e .  P l e a s e  f e e l ,  f r e e  t o  p r o v i d e  m y  l e t t e r  t o  
o t h e r  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s  t h e  b i l l  m o v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i vv. p r o c e s s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

H y o  R .  K i m  
P . O .  B o x  7 0 5
P c * t e ) ' s b u r g , A 1 a  s k a  9 9 8  3 •'
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Senator Con Bende, Chair.
Senate Labor & Commerce Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau. Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Bunde and Committee Members,

My name is Hyo R Kim and I have bem an Alaska resident for ever 27 years 
Approximately 5 months ago. i received a letter from an out of state attorney that 
somehow learned of an injury I had at work He indicated in his letter that if I 
contacted his firm, they could possibly get me more money for rny injury

I called the attorney to find out what this was about and how he had access to my 
personal information During our conversation, the attorney asked me many 
questions about how I was injured, what the injury was, etc After talking. Ihe 
attorney indicated that he could not do anything for me since the injury was not 
substantial I got the feeling he thought there was not enough money for him to get 
involved

I asked him how he was able to gel my personal information and he basically said 
he had his sources in the State of Alaska This really bothered me since I really 
don't want people other than those that I approve ol having access lo my personal 
and private information This especially concerns mo the most now that there are so 
many cases in the news of identity theft and fraud

After discussing with my friends the conversation I nad with this attorney. I learned 
that he most likely got my personal information from the Workers Compensation 
Board and the Alaska Dept of Labor If this is the case, t irritates me a lot as I do 
not want people lo have access to my private information and I assumed that what I 
Mlcd out >n the Alaska Workers Cornf ensation forms was confidential

I am very surprised the State of Alaska would aJow this information to bo released 
about its residents My injury s my private m m ern and should only involve me. my 
employer my doctor, my family and not an out * state attorney I ask you to please 
take the a; prcpriate st» ps to make sure th fees not happen again m the Intuit?

Sincerely 
/ •

l ( ; £  J ' 1 y  t , ./  •
Hyo R Kim
V O Box 705
Petersburg Alaska •9803
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The Honorable Kurt Olson
Chairman. Labor & Commerce Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Chairman Olsen-

I have been told that you are chairing a hearing on a bill that would keep 
confidential the personal information of people who file worker's compensation 
claims I am writing in strong support of this legislation I do not want any of my 
personal information made available lo the public merely because I fiave filed a 
worker’s compensation claim and respectfully ask that you enact the bill during 
this session of the legislature

My husband. Gene, and I have both had minor injuries while we were working at 
Trident Seafoods Corporation shoreplant in Sand Pont, Alaska W e  each 
received unwelcomed solicitations from some lawyers back East asking if we 
were injured on a floating processing vessel1 I do not want my personal 
information made available to the public and wondered how these lawyers got 
my name in the first place I do not believe it is appropriate for the State of 
Alaska to release this information without my consent

lo be blunt, the fact I have sufft?red an injury in the workplace and filed a claim 
under worker's compensation should not entitle the public to my home address 
and other personal information I certainly do not want some ambulance-chasing 
lawyer soliciting me because of my claim If I had wanted to hire a lawyer to 
represent me. tfiere are plenty of local attorney's available They advertise in (tie 
Alaska Airlines magazine and every fishing magazine published

I urge you to pass this legislation and appreciate you listening to my concerns

Sincerely.

Gloria .1 Copenspire ■ / /
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