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"Ail Act relating to the base student allocation used in theformulafor stalefunding of

public education; and providingJar an effective date."

This bill, in its current form, increases the base student allocation by $1 to $5381. This
version of the bill is not meant to represent the total increase needed; rather this number

senves as a placeholder for the Legislature’s deliberation on this natter. | urge your

consideration and support for this measure.
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SCHOOL BOARDS UNITED

AASB POSITION STATEMENT ON KEY EDUCATION ISSUES

During our Legislative Fly-in on Feb. 11-13, the member school districts of our
statewide association agreed on the following issues before the 25thAlaska

Legislature:

1 Base Student Allocation - Increasing the BSA from the current $5,380 to
$5,810, effective July 1, 2007 (SB 1)

2 District Cost Factor - Increasing the DCF to the levels recommended by
the 2005 ISER Report (HB 72)

3 Retirement costs - Funding the $207 million in FY 08 PERS-TRS cost
increases for districts outside the foundation formula

4. Vocational Education - Recognizing the importance of a dependable
funding stream for voc-ed outside the 20 percent block grant for special
education, bilingual education and voc-ed

5 Intensive Needs Students - Addressing the problems caused by
inadequate formula funding, post-enrollment transfers and conflicting state

regulations defining intensive needs

6. Early or Forward Funding - Appropriating foundation funds & PERS-TRS
costs by March 16 (the 60thday) or setting aside sufficient funds in FY 08

to forward fund FY 09 education budget

For additional information, contact:

Carl Rose, Executive Director
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1 FUlyALrd Aren Gt Oiffrartil

QJaJI education can be assured only through equitable funding. Since 1998 Juneauls cost d living
been |rem.ratelycdajated, despite two studies reconTrending darges. A reised

Dnstno:Oost Factor must e adopted. Juneau Schodl District will loose $1,58545 if the onetie

104 fector used for 2006 rearts beck to 1006 for FY (B I the ISER study of equitable differentias

isfully inpleented, theJSD oot factorwould be 1145

2 Layddive Frerad Rdief Far Qooirg TRS A FERS Endoyar Rdle Inoeeses

The State should pay for 100 percent of the inoreesed mendeted enployer PERS/TRS liatlity.
Without supplenrental funding to cover the unpriececinted inoreesss in retirenent aosts, trese
inoresses will directly recLe districdts’ instructiondl effort and herm Alaskels children. Between FY
O7ad FY (8 the erployer contribution for the Juneau Schodl District is proposed to inoreese fram

adligation for the Juneau Schod District’ goararing fund would e 57,966,787 ar 15%6d the
District's budget.

Juneau Shool Ditrict Board ol [clration 2006-2007: il felets, Presidnt; Al Sy Moty Beder; fhylis (arism;
Mark Choate: Seon O Brien: Marao Worina: Leuren Olvslead. Stucnt Reoresnlofive
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3. Increased Foundation Formula Funding

Inoreased funding for education is recessary toprevertobdlre in educational savicssdle o

inflation and provi deﬂerecmxmw the systeminto the future, With tre
G()\/emor“sprqoosed Schod District will e short rearty S3 million in FY (8 If
we wish to our parents’ and conunity'scall for deoreesed dass size, additiondl syport

resood to
for gead eoLmtlmarddtreratnskslwbns, textbooks and teaching natenids, ad
updated tednolagy, even more funds will be recsssary.

4 Fud Inersve Nesd SLorts Brdling RestGaurt Cde

The foundation formula nesds to e amended to prorate funding for intensive nescs stucents
enalling after the count date. When studkents enrdll pest the count dete, schod distridts are reqired
by feckrdl law to provice the sarvices from their gpereti rgtmgas Typically, the nuoer of
slwlertsvwmdsdmlmesmmdnrgﬂesdmlm n part, because IDEA requires public
sdhodls to envall stuckrnts with disabllities when they becone three years dld. JSD envalled severtisen
additional intensive nead stuoknts between the Octooer count dete and the end of the FYO6 sdhodl
g;bls amounts to about $457,300 in revenues the dunesu School District did not receive

these students were ot present on count cete, reenLes which were rediredted fromather

dassroomuss

5 Rud\bdicd Folcetion Sgerately
Thgtl.gslauesmjdﬁjﬂmm education, hilingual, spedid education, and gifted and
a levels adeqete for quility pragranring. Vocational education funding nescs
autsice of the black grant to allow for full carear technology eduication progras thet
acresmnvetoﬂe,ﬁlaslmpb market. In FY 05 in these four programarees JSD et over $L5
million nore then it received from the 1.2 fadtor in the foundation formula

6 FavwadRudig
The Legidature could inoreese stability and effidency in sdhod district Ing and program
Stehility by pessi muaﬁedtsseswert allocation gppropriation out of current year funds for
ﬂeseoormdlam scal)ear The Ci aﬂmu%o?{éhmJ’anrtermjﬁﬂHﬂEdwa
smmtabwlgato Emuf] March 0 Because 0 little is knoan

in the legdlative prooess, s dfsad

about reenues ety prgedts stall lay
ellmratlorstmtobmt oalrv\kmﬂeﬁrd slatetcg% IS Furdlngoenal crey—:er

aheed will redneacmrlstratlvecrﬁ, contribute to public conficence in goverment
education system and ersble sdod distndts to foous on student instruction forgeaerame\/amt

Juneou School Distrct Boordl ofEcLitolion 2006-2007: Bl Redars, Presicent; Andii Story; Mory Betier; Frlis (ris;
Mark Choate; Soon OBrian; Meroo Worina: Leuren Olstead, Studknt Reorasmiboline
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7. Inoreese Rdl Trargaortation Furdirg
The curart trangpartation fundiing fomnula nesds 1 be inoressed annuelly et arate tied to tre
Andhorage Consurrer Rrice Index. Further, recuired Spedial Eoucation buses and hoeless
trangportation should ke proviced for outsicke of the formula. on aneads kesis. Qurnrent state
trangportation funding tosdhodl districts does not consickr the escalating aost of doing business
induding fud, mininumwece level inoreeses, and additional mendated denvends fromspeadl
education and hareless populations.

8 Rvae SoirgAdTre Community Diviced
Permrarnently restaring funding for municipal revenue sharing and assistance prograns will
mwnmrl%ﬁ Thr;:gCity ad Bgralam ofher%faitiaﬂlnymls education to the CAP
ad ﬂa,sala%;ge in financing eduication and providing community senvices for youth and
fm:llg to munidipelities hes deareessd while Juneau property velues
bucket peid for the by city and borough hes inoreesed,

astrag comunity.
inoressad and the portion of the

9 RnidanFSade Bl 8
State Satute, AS 14.30171-176 neads to be drarnged to allowsdhod EB’S]TEI to respord o parart
Inouiries &s they investigete resourass to assigt therr dhildren and to allow the district to requirea
psydhdogca evauationwhen astudent thresters harm to selfor aiers.

0 Irnticd T e ¢c h n o lo g vy

Juneau Sohod District studerts arc berefiting fromthe legdlative funding for e AASB
Consortiumfar Digital Learming this year. Future investents in the Consortium by the LegiSlature
areesatid toallow more students to aoess the expanded learming apportunities provided by digital
leaming irsick and outsick the school environrent. Bacamoﬂfe%tﬂ economy thet our
eqariee, JSD jars AASB mg:%rgﬁeslaeardfmbrd ents to ersure thet &l dessroas
w@%eardeq;m e broachend aoess o r%iilorﬂ mfomfgrtlpnlrﬁa%lrrénue
UES dure to inplement aions or metching grarts for instruci
technology thet would mm%m conunication, infrastructure and
training nesck of stucknts and .

Juneu Sthool Ditrict Boord! of [clrattion 7006-2007: Bill Reters, Presicint;, Andli Stary; Mery Bodar; Allis Gara;
Mark (roate; Seen O'Brien; Margo Viaring; Lauren Olrstoed. Stuoant Reoresarntatie
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Genera! Fund Budget and Comparison
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February 2007 - Some cost increases are out of the district's control, such as mandated retirement fund costs, utilities and
fuel, and required special education programs and services. If these costs are removed from the general fund, our general

fund has risen by fewer than five percent in each of the last five years.

General Fund Budget

BH 4 6B 0607 0708

0 Distuct Controlled
Operating expenses

FY

2003- FY 2004 -

04

$ amount $ amount
in millions In millions

District Controlled

Operating Expenses $276.9 $287.3
Special Education $58.5 $63.3
Utilities & Fuel $9.0 $10.5
Retirement $26.1 $37.4
Total General Fund

Budget $367.6 $398.7

'South High School opened

Mitp Mvsww .I'd KIA.-iLiM fil-pti/illiihirt/Ailjitliy 710 hildyi't .up

[J Special
(Education

051

%
Increase
over
previous
year

4.9%
8.2%
17.1%
43.2%

8.47%

C3 Utilities

& Fuel

FY 2005-062

$ amount
In millions

$301.5
$69.1
$12.0
$50.4

$433.0

%

increase

over
pievious

year

4.9%
9.1%
13.870

34.5%

8.6°/o

FY 2006 -07

$ amount
in millions

$314.9
$78.7
$14.1
$65.6

$473.4

%

Increase
over

previous

year

4.4%
13.9%
18.1%
30.3%

9.4%

0 Retirement

FY 2007 -083

$ amount
In millions

$315.7
$81.8
$17.6
$132.1

$547.2

%
Increase
over
previous
year

0.2%
4.0%
24.8%
101.3%

15.6%

lkuje 1o



Great Alaska Schools: A Citizens Coalition

Great Alaska Schools is a non partisan statewide coalition of parents and community
members concerned about the quality of public education and committed to making a
positive contribution to Alaska’s schools.

We believe that Alaska’s kids deserve GREAT schools to prepare students for the
workplace or for higher education.

Originally founded in 2004 asAlaska Kids Count!, Great Alaska Schools is a network of

members from across the state who joined forces in response to a proposed massive
budget cut to education funding. Gratefully education funding increases were made a
priority. However, Alaska’s schools continue to face challenges; the mgjority of pest state

funding increases have covered retirement and inflation expenses and little has been
available to actually improve education quality.

We are called to action by the need to develop a fiscal plan for education which includes
inflation proofing and updating geographic cost differentials which will hold harmless the
urban baseline and result in stability for Alaska schools.

Our objective is twofold. First, to educate the public about the importance of the
government’s role in setting educational policy and funding, and the resulting impact
these decisions have on the quality of schools. Second, we hope to encourage Alaska
citizens to be involved in this process.

The verylessence and intent of the public school system is the right to a free, high quality,
and comprehensive education for all children. In fact, the education of Alaska’s children
is a constitutional mandate. It is our Legislature’s responsibility to meet this obligation in

full.

As citizens, it is our responsibility to help improve the quality of Alaska's schools by
being involved at both the state and local levels; staying informed of Legislative activity,
establishing and maintaining contact with our Legislators, anil working with local school
boards and schoal sites on budget, curriculum and policy decisions.

Together we can improve the quality of education for till Alaskan children.



