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Alaska Territoria l Guard Day

Senate Bill 90 would declare October 18 as Alaska Territorial Guard Day.

December 7,1941, Japanese forces bombed Pearl Harbor in a surprise attack on 
the United StaU s Navy. Around six months later, the Japanese seized the islands of 
Attu and Kiskr «md bombed Dutch Harbor killing forty-three Americans. Soon after, 
Governor Err *st Gruening was assigned two military aides to assist him in forming the 
Alaska Territ >r al Gitai in order to protect and defend the US Territory that was 
Alaska. The >rst, Captain Carl Schneibner, was responsible for organizing the Guard in 
the Interior. Tie second, Major Marvin "Muktuk" Marston, was responsible for 
organizing th Guard on the Bering and Arctic Coasts. These two men went to their 
recruiting ar<\ s with a message from the President of the United States and the 
Governor of Alaska, asking for help in defending the Alaska Territory. Their combined 
efforts resulted in a total number of about 6,500 predominately Alaskan Native men 
signing up to defend their Territory, Country and the general good of all mankind. 
Dressed in YVW1 uniforms and shouldering Enfield rifles, the Alaska Territorial Guard 
succeeded in defending Alaska until its disbandment in the month of March 1947. After 
the disbandment, Gov. Gruening included members into the regular Alask” National 
Guard as scout battalions.

Until the year of 2004, these valiant volunteers had not been recognized as 
veterans. On October 18, the first members of the Alaska Territorial Guard were 
recognized by the United States Army as Veterans. This bill is dedicated to the memory 
of those who served so bravely for our great state.
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CS SEN A TE BILL 90 (STA) 
February IS. 2005

It is  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a tu r e  in  p a s s i n g  t h i s  b ill  to  e s t a b l i s h  
O c to b e r  18  o f  e a c h  y e a r  to  a c k n o w le d g e  a n d  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A la s k a  T e r r i t o r i a l  G u a r d  in  d e f e n s e  o f  A la s k a  a n d  t h e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  d u r i n g  W o rld  W a r  II.

O n  D e c e m b e r  7 . 1 9 4 1 , J a p a n e s e  f o r c e s  b o m b e d  P e a r l  H a r b o r  in  a  s u r p r i s e  
a t t a c k  o n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  N av y . S ix  m o n t h s  l a t e r  th e  A la s k a  i s l a n d s  o f  A t tn  
a n d  K is k a  w e re  s e iz e d  a n d  D u tc h  H a r b o r  w a s  b o m b e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e .  T h e  
a t t a c k  o n  A la s k a  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  4 3  A m e r ic a n s .

W ith  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  w a r .  A l a s k a 's  N a t io n a l  G u a r d  w a s  p r e s s e d  in to  f e d e r a l  
s e r v ic e  l e a v in g  m o s t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  a n d  W e s te r n  c o a s t a l  r e g io n s  o f  Llie t e r r i t o r y  
w i th  i n a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n .  A la s k a  G o v e r n o r  E r n e s t  G r u e n i n g  s o u g h t  a n d  
r e c e iv e d  p e r m is s io n  f ro m  C o n g r e s s  to  o r g a n iz e  a  v o l u n t e e r  c iv i l ia n  m i l i t i a ,  t h u s  
t h e  A la s k a  T e r r i to r i a l  G u a r d  w a s  fo rm e d .

C a p t a i n  C a r l  S c h n e i b r i e r  a n d  M a jo r  M a rv in  “M u k t u k ” M a r s to n  w e re  
r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  o r g a n iz in g  t h e  g u a r d  in  th e  I n t e r i o r  R e g io n  a n d  t h e  B e r in g  a n d  
A rc t ic  R e g io n s ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly .  T h e  tw o  m e n  w e n t  to  t h e i r  r e g io n s  w i th  a  
r e c r u i t m e n t  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  
o f  A la s k a .  T h e  p e o p le  o f  A la s k a  r e s p o n d e d .

T h e  g u a r d  w a s  m a d e  u p  o f  s o m e  6 ,5 0 0  A l a s k a n s  w h o  w e re  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
A la s k a  N a t iv e s  a n d  s e r v e d  in  d e f e n s e  o f  A la s k a  f ro m  1 9 4 2 , t h r o u g h  W o rld  
W a r  II. u n t i l  1 9 4 7 . O n  O c t o b e r  18, 2 0 0 4 ,  th e  f i r s t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A la s k a  
T e r r i t o r i a l  G u a r d  w e r e  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  v e t e r a n s  b y  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  A rm y . It is  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  c o m m e m o r a t e  t h e  s e r v ic e  o f  t h e  A la s k a  
T e r r i t o r i a l  G u a r d .

T h i s  b ill is  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  m e m o ry  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d  s o  b r a v e ly  f o r  o u r  
g r e a t  s t a t e .
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J a p a n  R a t t le s  i ts  S a b e r  As early as 1937, Anthony J. Dimond, Alaska's sole delegate to the United States Congress 
attempting to persuade Washington to provide protection to the Alaska Territory—a vast land sorely In need of 
fortification. These a ttem pts  a t  persuasion came after Japanese fishermen, believed to be military scouts in disguise, 
spotted conducting reconnaissance missions near several Alaskan harbors.

The answer to Dimond's Inquiries to the military brass, however, was disquieting. "For the reason that the mainland c 
Alaska is so remote from the strategic areas  of the Pacific," u.s. Army Chief of Staff Malm Craig responded, "it is diffic 
conceive of circumstances in which air operations therefrom would contribute materially to the national defense."

This proved to be a Catch-22 for the territory, as  its remoteness, in the military's eyes, afforded no urgency for prote 
This sam e remoteness, though, would prove to be Alaska's greatest vulnerability.

Some token assistance, however scant, did come from the military prior to the beginning of war. In 1940 Congress 
appropriated several million dollars toward burgeoning the defenses of Alaska, resulting in the construction of several 
military installations across the territory. Still, the hopes of a substantial infrastructure suited tt deflect a foreign inva 
remained unrealized.

In 1941, the 700-plus Eskimos and one white teacher on St. Lawrence Island souti west of Nome witnessed an alarm 
display. A Japanese naval vessel spent several days studying the island, taking pictures of the shoreline and conduct! 
soundings at various points. They talked to the Eskimos there and then moved off in the direction of Nome. Approxirr 
10 days later, a column of smoke was seen on the island, and the ship returned once again, this time heading out to 
It was supposed that several Japanese had been dropped on the island at the ship's first passing and, once they 
researched to their desire, signaled the vessel with smoke to retrieve them.

Yet Japan 's intentions would become abhorrem /  clear the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was struck by 
Japanese aircraft, killing 2,400 Americans and, for a time, crippling the United S ta tes ' Pacific fleet

With the arrival of war, Alaska's National Guard, the 297th Infantry, was pressed into federal service, leaving most of 
interior and western coastal regions of the territory with inadequate protection. Alaska Gov. Ernest Gruening received 
permission from Congress to organize a volunteer civilian militia to protect the vast terrain of Alaska.

Thus the Alaska Territorial Guard, or ATG, was formed. In doing so, Gruening created a shining example of true horm 
security, wherein every able-bodied civilian not central to the war effort would be provided firearms and help aid In tf 
protection of the United States.

F o rm a tio n  of th e  A laskan  G uard
Gov. Gruening was assigned two military aides to assist In the formation of the Alaska Territorial Guard. Captain Carl 
Schneibner was tasked with organizing the atg in the interior of Alaska, while Major Marvin R. Marston was assigned 1 
organizing the territory along the Bering and Arctic coasts.

On June 3 and 4, 1942, Japanese Zeros bombed Dutch Harbor, a military installation on Unalaska Island of the Aleuti 
Forty-three Americans were killed. Soon after, Imperial forces seized the islands of Attu and Kiska, the first instance i 
foreign occupation of u.s. soil since the War of 1812.

hUp://www. niTipublications.org/archivcs/ula.ska.asp 2/16/2005
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As regular u.s. forces flooded into the Aleutian Islands to repel the Japanese attack, the role of the Alaska Territorial ( 
in protecting the rest of Alaska and maintaining the polar supply route to the Soviet Union—through which supplies ai 
aircraft were moved to battle Japan 's ally Germany—became even more urgent.

The Alaska Territorial C ja rd  was supplied with WW1 uniforms and E held rifles. And though ammunition was sometln 
short supply, the native Alaskans who made up the majority of the ATG—Eskimos, Indians and Aleuts—never wavere' 
their service.

This "Tundra Army" became the eyes and ears of the U.S, military across the desolate regions of the northwestern 
frontier. At each village, the local te ritorial guard was asked to keep watch for unusual people, objects, ships or aircr 
and report such instances to the neam st military authority. They were also to maintain community-wide blackouts to 
offset any Japanese reconnaissance th.it may be operating in the area and, through the guns supplied them, defend t 
villages from attack.

In his account of the formation of the ATG, M e n  o f  t h e  T u n d r a , Major "Muktuk" Marston ("Muktuk" being an Eskimo tr 
of whale skin and blubber) describes his trip by dog sled through the frozen Seward Peninsula to bring word of the Al. 
Territorial Guard to the native people and ask for assistance in helping defend their villages, and nation, from the 
Japanese.

"The President of the United S ta tes and the  Governor of Alaska have told me to come and ask your help," Marston wc 
declare to those g a the re r  at the schoolhouse of every village he called upon. "The Japanese have bombed our ships ; 
people a t Pearl Harbor. They have dropped their bombs on Alaska at Dutch Harbor. They will come with more bombs, 
do not know where they will strike next. ... Will you keep the Japanese out? Will you keep a lookout along your shore; 
You men who will help your country against the Jap, come forward now and sign your nam es."

"Invariably," Marston states , "every Eskimo to a man moved forward to sign or mark the simple enrollment blank."

After signing up for *he ATG, the  new recruits were given Enfields, ammunition and a shoulder patch signifying 
membership, and led through a short drill on the manual of arms.

And in every village Marston visited, the native population was obliged to help in the cause of defense, resulting in 1C 
percent participation among those eligible for enrollment. Even those of an age and sex not sanctioned at the outset • 
formation became members. In a time of national defense, It was wisely conceded tha t such arbitrary param eters wo 
only hinder the formation of an effective homeland guard—considering there were those both elderly and young, malt 
female, who were quite able to assist in the  defense.

In his chronicle C r u i s e  o f  t h e  A d a , Henry Varnum Poor describes the recruitment of two 14-year-old young men into t 
Alaska Territorial Guard. Poor, an artist with ihe War Art Program, accompanied Marston on a boat trip along the Beri 
and Arctic coasts, s topr\ n g  at villages to recruit m einbeis into the atg. The cruise took the crew of the Ada as far as 
Barrow, the northernmost po nf of Alaska and location of the Final flight of Will Rogers and Wiley Post.

"Two 14-year-old boys came back with the Major to be sworn into the guard and get rifles," Poor writes of their stop 
Point Lay, situated along the edge of the Aictlc Coastal Plain. "The teacher and all the men had testifieo mat one had 
seven, the other 10, caribou during the winter, and on that the Major had agreed to make an exception and admit thi 
into the guard. 'If he's big enough to hunt caribou, tv can hunt Japs, was the Major's verdict, and they were proud a 
happy kids." Gov. Gruening, in his introduction to M e n  o f  t h e  T u n d r a , recalls witnessing a youth near the village of Kc 
carrying a rifle from which hung four ptarmigans. Having winged the arctic grouse with the rifle, and not a shotgun, t 
young man was enrolled in the guard. He was 12.

Many over the initial age limit were allowed to join as well. Marston mentions his meeting with an 80-year-old half-Es 
hall-Russian man who wanted to be in the ATG. He had lived in Alaska during the time of Russian rule and, when the 
territory had been deeded to the United States, his family had decided to stay. He too wanted to protect his homelan>

"I want to kill Japs, Many time when we hungry for fish Japs take our fish, and we have not fish," the old man told 
Marston, "I said, ’Thanks, Paul, that 's  fine. I am glad you feel tha t way, but you are a sick man," ' Marston responded 
"’1 am not sick,' he said, and stood right up saying, ’I'm just resting.' 1 still didn't want him and I said, ‘Paul, you havi 
eyes to shoot with.’

htlp://w w w .n rup ublicution .s.ore/ai'chive .s/alaska.usn 2/16/2005
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"With resentm ent in his voice, he replied, 'Who say so?' He wore no glasses. He picked a gun off the wall, s tepped ou 
the front porch and said, ’Major, pick a target. '  I said, ’That can down there on the shore of the river.

"He pulled the gun up and put a bullet right in the end of It."

The man was '^m ed ia te ly  given an atg shoulder patch.

Women, too, were an Integral part of the Alaska Territorial Guard, and they didn't disappoint in their marksmanship s 
One female m em ber of the ATG, Laura Wright, recalls in a documentary of the Alaska Territorial Guard, entitled U n d t  

S a m ' s  M e n , how she upstaged the men of her group during a round of target practice.

”1 got the gun, and they had the practice out in the field, on the snow," Wright recalls. ’’I hit every target but one rig! 
the bull's-eye, and I shot the other bull's-eye twice and left the  other one vacant ... tha t Is the reason I got 49 out of 
So I won the target-shooting practice."

The prowess of the Alaska Territorial Guardsmen in planting a slug in the bull's-eye became well known throughout 
military circles. Awards ceremonies honoring ATG memoers tha t proved themselves expert marksmen stretched Into 
hours.

A S ea  C h a n g e  in t h e  Pacific
By May of 1943, U.S. troops began the assault of the island of Attu, attempting to rout the some 2,300 Japanese  sole 
occupying the western-m ost island of the Aleutian chain.

With the U.S. Navy maintaining a blockade, the Japanese forces on Attu were cut off from resupply; the mountainous 
terrain kept them  contained on the eastern portion of the island. U.S. troops, among them members of the ATG, pust 
the Japanese inward from Holtz Bay, as another contingent fought their way noHh from Massacre Bay.

On May 29, 1943, surrounded by 15,000 American troops, the 750 remaining Japanese  on Attu a ttem pted a 
counteroffensive. By American bullets and by their own uands, the Japanese forces were whittled to less than 30 mer 
American dead num bei°d  550.

U.S. forces then turned their sights on the island of Kiska, where over 5,000 Japanese  soldiers were believed to be 
huddled. Yet on July 28, hidden by a shroud of fog, the Japanese  were able to evacuate  and slip through American pa 
without detection.

Japanese forces had occupied American soil for more than a year,

Through the remainder of the war, members of the Territorial Guard would maintain their watch over Alaska's frozen 
shores. They continued th t i r  meetings, t acticed their drills and kept an eye open for anything suspicious.

But toward the end of the  war, about the only thing suspicious in the skies over Alarka came in the form of bomh-lad 
balloons the Japanese released into the Gulf Stream, hoping to rain destruction and havoc upon the American mainlai 
This, however, pioved to be the death knell of a mortally wounded empire, as  most of the 9,000 balloons released by 
Japanese drifted off '•nurse, causing no damage. Many found their way to Alaska, and were retrieved by members of 
ATG.

R e v e r b e r a t io n s  T h ro u g h  Time
The Alaska Territorial Guard was disbanded in March of 1947. Yet the motivation and skill the members exhibited dur 
their tenure as the eyes and ears of the Alaskan frontier prompted Gov. Gruening to push for the tundra army's inclu' 
in the legular Alaska National Guard, where they were included as ’’St-out battalions."

Throughout those anxious years of the Cold War, these  scout battalions maintaineo their post along the Bering Strait, 
watching for signs of an enemy Intent on occupying American soil. This time, hc wcver, it was the Soviet Union for wh 
the guards watched, visible there across a small ribbon of water. Many assum ed that, if the beginning of World War 1 
were to come, It would be an Alaskan scout who would signal the call to arms.

1 me the Tory of the Alaska Territorial Guard resonates today because it is a slory of an armed populace protecting I

hiln://w w w .n ru p u h licu tion s.org/u rch ivcs/alask u . lisp 2/16/2005
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nation from those who bring destruction; the  image of a man or woman with a gun preserving what he or she holds c 
It is a symbol accorded us through time immemorial, and a lesson that speaks of challenges we may well face in the 
future.

Yet there 's  another important aspect to the story of the ATG: the idea tha t a person armed is a person not so easily 
subjugated Through their service in the ATG, native Alaskans became organized and began insisting on the respect a 
freedom promised oy the government they were working to protect.

Through the simple act of becoming armed and organized, the strength these people gained through the ATG began t 
filte into every o ther aspect of society. Eskimos, Indians and Aleuts—people who before the formation of the atg had 
dertied the right to even sit where they wanted in a movie thea tre—in growing numbers became business owners, 
legislators and community leaders.

Through the actions of the over 3,000 m embers of the Alaska Territorial Guard, we are shown a people who bravely 
answered the call to protect their land, and in doing so gained a greater share of freedom.

American Rifleman | American Hunter | America's 1 st Freedom | Woman's Outlook | Shooting llluslrated | Shooting Sports USA| NRA InSig 
President's Column | Standing Guard | Armed Citizen | Regional Report | Archives 
American Rifleman Television

myNRA | NRAhq | Join - Renew | Publications | Contact Us 

02004 National Rifle Association

htlp://w w w .n ra p u b licu lio n r.o rg /a rch iv es/a la sk u .a sp 2/16/2005
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J a p a n  R a t t le s  i ts  S a b e r  As early as 1937, Anthony J. Dimond, Alaska's sole delegate to the United S ta tes Congress 
attempting to persuade Washington to provide protection to the Alaska Territory—a vast land sorely in need of 
fortification. These attem pts  at persuasion came after Japanese fishermen, believed to be military scouts in disguise, 
spotted conducting reconnaissance missions near several Alaskan harbors.

The answer to Dimond's inquiries to the military brass, however, was disquieting. "For the reason tha t  the mainland c 
Alaska is so remote from the strategic areas of the Pacific," u.s. Army Chief of Staff Malin Craig responded, "it Is diffic 
conceive of circumstances in which air operations therefrom would contribute materially to the national defense."

This proved to be a Catch-22 tor the territory, as its rem oteness, in the  military's eyes, afforded no urgency for prote 
This sam e remoteness, though, would prove to be Alaska's g rea test vulnerability.

Some token assistance, however scant, did come from the military prior to the beginning of war. In 1940 Congress 
appropriated several million dollars toward burgeoning the defenses of Alaska, resulting in the construction of several 
milit iry installations across the territory. Still, trie hopes of a substantial infrastructure suited to deflect a foreign inva 
remained unrealized.

In 1941, the 700-plus Eskimos and one white teacher on St. Lawrence Isiand southwest of Nome witnessed an alarm 
display. A Japanese naval vessel spent several days studying the island, taking pictures of the shoreline and conduct! 
soundings at various points. They talked to the Eskimos there and then moved off in the direction of Nome. Approxirr 
10 days later, a column of smoke was seen on the island, and the ship returned once again, this time heading out to 
It was supposed tha t several Japanese had been dropped on the island at the shm's first passing and, once they 
researched to their desire, signaled the vessel with smoke to retrieve them.

Yet Japan 's intentions would become abhorrently clear the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, when Pearl Harbor was struck by 
Japanese aircraft, killing 2,400 Americans and, for a time, crippling the United Sta tes ' Pacific fleet.

With the arrival of war, Alaska's National Guard, the 297th Infantry, was pressed into federal service, leaving most of 
interior and western coastal regions of the territory with inadequate protection. Alaska Gov. Ernest Gruening received 
pennission from Congress to organize a volunteer civilian militia to protect the vast terrain of Alaska.

Thus the Alaska Territorial Guard, or ATG, was formed. In doing so, Gruening created a shining example of true home 
security, wherein every able-bodied civilian not central to the war effort would be provided firearms and help aid in tf 
protection of the United States.

F o rm a tio n  of t h e  A laskan  G uard
Gov. Gruening was assigned two military aides to assist in the formation of the Alaska Territorial Guard. Captain Carl 
Schneibner was tasked with organizing the atg in the interior of Alaska, while Major Marvin R. Marston was assigned I 
organizing the territory along the Bering and Arctic coasts.

Ori June 3 and 4, 1942, Japanese  Zeros bombed Dutch Harbor, a military installation on Unalaska Island of the Aleuti 
Forty-three Americans were killed. Soon after, Imperial forces seized the islands of Attu and Kiska, the  first instance < 
foreign occupation of u.s. soil since the War of 1812
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As regular u.s. forces flooded into the Aleutian Islands to repel the Japanese  attack, the rr 'e  of the Alaska Territorial ( 
In protecting the rest of Alaska and maintaining the polar supply route to the Soviet Union—through which supplies ai 
aircraft were moved to battle Japan 's ally Germany—became even more urgent.

The Alaska Territorial Guard was 'oplied with WW1 uniforms and Enfield rifles. And though ammunition was sometin 
short supply, the native Alaskans no made up the majority of the ATG—Eskimos, Indians and A leu ts -n ev e r  wavere^ 
their service.

This "Tundra Army" became the eyes and ears of .he U.S. military across the desolate regions of the northwestern 
frontier. At each village, the local territorial guard was asked to keep watch for unusual people, objects, ships or aircr 
and report such instances to the nearest military authority. They were also to maintain community-wide blackouts to 
offset any Japanese reconnaissance that may be operating in the area and, through the  guns supplied them, defend t 
villages from attack.

In his account of the formation of the ATG, M e n  o f  t h e  T u n d r a , Major "Muktuk" Marston Muktuk" being an Eskimo tr 
of whale skin and blubber) describes his trip by dog sled through the frozen Seward Peninsula to bring word of the Al. 
Territorial Guard to the native people and ask for assistance in helping defend their villages, and nation, from the 
Japanese.

"The President of the United States and the Governor of Alaska have told me to come and ask your help," Marston wc 
declare to those gathered at the schoolhouse of every village he called upon. "The Japanese have bombed our ships c 
people a t Pearl Harbor. They have dropped their bombs on Alaska at Dutch Harbor. They will come with more bombs, 
do not know where they will strike next. Will you keep the Japanese  out? Will you keep a lookout along your shore? 
You men who will help your country against the Jap, come forward now and sign your nam es."

"Invariably." Marston states , "every Eskimo to a man moved forward to sign or mark the simple enrollment blank "

After signing up for the ATG, the new recruits were given Enfields, ammunition and a shoulder patch signifying 
membership, and led through a short drill on the manual of arms.

And in every village Marston visited, the native population was obliged to help In the cause of defense, resulting in 1C 
percent participation among those eligible for enrollment. Even those of an age and sex not sanctioned at the outset • 
formation became members. In a time of national defense, it was wisely conceded that such arbitrary param eters  wo 
only hinder the formation of an effective homeland guard—considering there  were those both elderly and young, malt 
female, who were quite able to assist in the  defense.

In his chronicle C r u i s e  o f  t h e  A d a , Henry Varnum Poor describes the recruitment of two 14-year-old young men into t 
Alaska Territorial Guard. Poor, an artist with the War Art Program, accompanied Marston on a boat trip along the Beri 
and Arctic coasts, stopping at villages to recruit m embers into the atg. The cruise took the crew of the Ada as far as 
Barrow, the northernmost point of Alaska and location of the final flight of Will Rogers and Wiley Post.

"Two 14-year-old boys came back with the Major to be sworn into the guarc and get rifles," Poor writes of their stop . 
Point Lay, situated along the edge of the Arctic Coastal Plain. "The teacher ana all the men had testified that ane had 
seven, the other 10, caribou during the winter, and on that the Major had agreed to make an exception and admit tin 
into the guard. 'If he's big enough to hunt caribou, he can hunt Japs , '  was the Major's verdict, and they were proud a 
happy kids." Gov. Gruening, in his Introduction to M e n  o f  t h e  T u n d r a , recalls witnessing a youth neai the village of Kc 
carrying a rifle from which hung four ptarmigans. Having winged the arctic grouse with the rifle, and not a shotgun, t 
young man was enrolled in the guard He was 12.

Many over the initial age limit were allowed to join as well. Marston mentions his meeting with an 80-year-old half-Es 
half-Russian man who wanted to be in the ATG. He had lived in Alaska during the time of Russian rule and, when the 
territory had been deeded to the United States, his family had decided to stay. He too wanted to protect his homelam

"1 want to kill Japs. Many time when we hungry for fish Japs take our fish, and we have not fish," the old man told 
Marston. "1 said, 'Thanks, Paul, that 's  fine. I am glad you feel tha t way, but you are a sick man,"' Marston responded 
”’I am not sick,' he said, and stood right up saying, 'I 'm just resting.' I still didn’t want him and I said, ’Paul, you havi 
eyes to shoot with.'
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"W ith  re s e n tm e n t In h is  vo ice , he rep lied , 'W ho  say so?’ He w ore  no glasses. He p icked a gun  o ff  th e  w a ll, s tepped ou 
th e  fro n t porch  and said, 'M a jo r, p ick a ta rg e t. ' I said, 'T h a t can d ow n  th e re  on the  sho re  o f the  r iv e r . '

"H e  pulled th e  gun up and p u t a b u lle t r ig h t in th e  end o f l t . '-

The m an was im m e d ia te ly  g iven  an a tg  shou lder patch .

W om en, too , w e re  an in teg ra l p a rt o f th e  Alaska T e rrito r ia l G uard, and  they  d id n 't d isa p p o in t in th e ir  m arksm ansh ip  s 
One fem a le  m e m b e r o f the  ATG, Laura W rig h t, recalls In a d o c u m e n ta ry  o f th e  A laska T e rrito r ia l G uard, e n title d  U n d e  

S a m ' s  M e n ,  how  she upstaged  the  m en o f h e r g roup  during  a ro u n d  o f  ta rg e t p ractice .

"1 g o t th e  gun , and th e y  had th e  p ractice  o u t in th e  fie ld , on th e  s n o w ,"  W rig h t recalls. " I  h it  eve ry  ta rg e t b u t one rig ! 
th e  bu ll's -e ye , and I sho t th e  o th e r b u ll's -e ye  tw ice  and le ft th e  o th e r one vacan t ... th a t is th e  reason I g o t 49  o u t o f 
So I w on th e  ta rg e t-s h o o tin g  p ra c tic e ."

The prow ess o f th e  A laska T e rrito r ia l G uardsm en  In p la n tin g  a slug In the  b u ll's -e ye  becam e well know n  th ro u g h o u t 
m ilita ry  c irc les. A w ards  cerem on ies  hon o rin g  ATG m em be rs  th a t p ro ve d  th em se lves  e x p e rt m a rksm e n  s tre tch e d  in to 
hours.

A S e a  C h a n g e  in t h e  Pac if ic
By May o f 1943 , U .S . troo p s  began th e  assault o f th e  is land o f A ttu , a tte m p tin g  to  ro u t th e  som e 2 ,3 0 0  Japanese sole 
occupying  the  w e s te rn -m o s t is land  o f th e  A leutian  chain .

W ith  the  U.S. N avy m a in ta in in g  a b lockade, th e  Japanese forces on A ttu  w ere  cu t o ff  fro m  re s up p ly ; the  m oun ta inous 
te rra in  kep t th e m  con ta ined  on the  eas te rn  portio n  o f the  is land . U .S . troo p s , am ong  th e m  m em be rs  o f th e  ATG, pusi 
th e  Japanese in w ard  fro m  H oltz Bay, as a n o th e r con tin g e n t fo u g h t th e ir  w ay n o rth  fro m  M assacre Bay.

On May 29, 1943 , s u rro u nd e d  by 1 5 ,0 0 0  A m erican  troops , th e  750  re m a in ing  Japanese on A ttu  a tte m p te d  a 
c ou n te ro ffe ns ive . By A m erican  b u lle ts  and by th e ir  ow n hands, th e  Japanese forces w ere  w h ittle d  to  less th a n  30  m er 
A m erican  dead n u m b e re d  5 5 0 .

U.S. forces then  tu rn e d  th e ir  s igh ts  on th e  island o f K iska, w here  o v e r 5 ,0 0 0  Japanese so ld ie rs  w ere  be lieved  to  be 
h udd led . Yet on July  2 8 , h idden  by a shroud  o f fog, th e  Japanese w e re  able to  evacua te  and slip th ro u g h  A m erican  pe 
w ith o u t de tection .

Japanese forces had occupied A m erican  soil fo r m ore  than  a year.

T hrough  the  re m a in d e r o f th e  w ar, m e m be rs  o f the  T e rrito r ia l G uard w ould  m a in ta in  th e ir  w a tch  ove r A laska's frozen 
shores. They co n tinu e d  the ir m e e tin gs , practiced  th e ir d rills  and k ep t an eye open fo r a n y th in g  suspicious.

But tow a rd  th e  end o f the  w a r, a bou t th e  only th in g  susp icious in th e  skies o ve r A laska cam e in th e  fo rm  o f bom b-lad 
balloons the  Japanese re leased in to  th e  G u lf S tream , hop ing  to  ra in  d e s tru c tio n  and havoc upon th e  A m erican  m ain la i 
This, how e ver, p ro ve d  to be th e  dea th  kneil o f a m o rta lly  w ounded  e m p ire , as m ost o f th e  9 ,0 0 0  balloons re leased by 
Japanese d rifte d  o ff course , causing  no dam age . M any found th e ir w ay  to  A laska, and w ere  re tr ie ve d  by m em bers  of 
ATG.

R e v e r b e r a t i o n s  T h r o u g h  T im e
The A laska T e rrito r ia l G uard w as d isbanded  in March o f 1 94 7 . Yet th e  m o tiv a tio n  and skill th e  m em bers  e xh ib ite d  dur 
th e ir te n u re  as th e  eyes and ears  o f th e  A laskan fro n tie r p ro m p te d  G ov. G ruen ing  to  push fo r th e  tund ra  a rm y 's  m clu1 
in the  reg u la r A laska N a tional G uard, w here  th e y  w ere  included as "s co u t b a tta lio n s ."

T h rou g h ou t those  anx ious  years o f th e  Cold W ar, these  scou t b a tta lio n s  m a in ta in ed  th e ir  pos t along the  B ering S tra it, 
w a tch in g  fo r signs o f an ene m y in te n t on occupying A m erican  soil. This tim e , h ow ever, it  was the  S ovie t Union for wh 
the  gua rds  w a tched , v is ib le  th e re  across a sm all ribbon  of w a te r, M any assum ed th a t, if  the  beg inn ing  o f W orld  War 1 
w ere to  com e, it w ou ld  be an A laskan  scout w ho w ou ld  s ignal the  call to  a rm s.

T rue , th e  s to ry  o f th e  A laska T e rrito r ia l G ua id  resonates  today because it is a s to ry  o f an  a rm e d  popu lace  p ro te c tin g  I
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nation  fro m  those  w ho  b ring  d e s tru c tio n ; th e  im age o f a m an or w o m an  w ith  a gun  p re se rv in g  w h a t he o r she ho lds  c 
I t  is a sym bo l accorded us th ro u g h  tim e  im m e m o ria l, and a lesson th a t speaks o f cha llenges  we m ay  well face in th e 
fu tu re .

Yet th e re 's  a n o th e r Im p o rta n t aspect to  th e  s to ry  o f th e  ATG: the  Idea th a t a person  a rm ed  Is a person  n o t so eas 'ly 
sub ju g a te d . T hrough  th e ir  serv ice  in th e  ATG, na tive  A laskans becam e o rgan ized  and  began ins is ting  on th e  respect a 
freedom  prom ised  by the  g o v e rn m e n t th e y  w ere  w o rk ing  to  p ro te c t.

T h rou g h  the s im ple  a c t o f becom ing  a rm e d  and organ ized , th e  s tre n g th  these  peop le  ga ined  th ro u g h  the  ATG began t 
f i lte r in to  eve ry  o th e r aspect o f  soc ie ty . Eskim os, Ind ians  and A le u ts — people  w ho be fo re  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th t  a tg  had 
denied th e  r ig h t to  even  s it w here  th e y  w an ted  in a m ovie  th e a tre — in g ro w ing  n u m b e rs  becam e business ow ners, 
leg is la to rs  and c o m m u n ity  leaders.

T hrough  th e  actions o f the  o v e r 3 ,0 0 0  m em bers  o f th e  A laska T e rrito r ia l G uard , w e are  show n a peop le  w ho b rave ly 
answ ered  th e  call to  p ro te c t th e ir  land, and in doing so gained a g re a te r sha re  o f fre e d o m .
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