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S e n a t e  B i l l  3 6  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

S e n a t e  Bill 3 6  h a s  b e e n  d r a f t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  a  c o n c e r n  t h a t  m a n i f e s t e d  
i t s e l f  in t h e  2 0 0 4  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  c o n c e r n  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  t o  h a v e  i n d i v i d u a l  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  r e q u e s t s  m a i l e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o f f i c e  i n s t e a d  o f  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  in s e n s i t i v e  
p e r s o n a l  d a t a  b e i n g  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s  c o n s e n t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e ^ e  is  n o  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  o f  
i l l e g a l  a c t i o n  o r  w r o n g d o i n g ,  i n d i v i d u a l  A l a s k a n s  s h o u l d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e i r  p r i v a c y  i s  u n d e r  a t t a c k  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i s h  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a  
r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  e l e c t i o n .

S B  3 6  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  all  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  r e q u e s t s  b e  d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p r o c e s s i n g .  T h e  a c t  
f u r t h e r  p r o h i b i t s  a  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  f r o m  a s s i s t i n g  o r  
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  la w .

S B  3 6  a l l o w s  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  a n d  g r o u p s  in A l a s k a  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in o u r  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s .  H o w e v e r ,  o n c e  a  p e r s o n  d e c i d e s  t o  r e q u e s t  a n  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t ,  t h e y  h a v e  e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  o n l y  n o n - p a r t i s a n  
p e r s o n n e l  a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  will h a n d l e  t h e i r  r e q u e s t .
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IN THE LEG ISL A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A SK A

T W EN TY -FO U R TH  LEGISLATU RE - FIRST SESSION

BY T H E  S E N A T E  ST A T E  A F FA IR S C O M M I T T E E

O ffered :
R eferred :

Sponsor(s):  S E N A T O R  T H E R R JA U L T

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  Act re la t in g  to app lica tions  req u es t in g  the  delivery of ab se n te e  ba llo ts ."

B E IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A SK A :

* Section 1. AS 15.20.081(b) is am ended to read:

(b) An application requesting delivery o f  an absentee ballot to the applicant by 

mail must be e i th e r  h an d -d e l iv e re d  o r  m ailed d irectly  to th e  division of elections 

hv the ap p lican t  o r  bv a p erso n  tha t is ac ting  at the a p p l ic a n t 's  d irec tion  an d  that 

is not a political g ro u p  o r  political par ty .  l h e  app lica tion  m us t  he received by the 

division o f  elections not less than 10 [SEVEN] days before the election for which the 

absentee ballot is sought. A political g rou p  o r  political party  m av  not encourage 

o r  assist in a violation of this subsection . An application for an absentee ballot for a 

state election from a qualified voter requesting delivery o f  an absentee ballot to the 

applicant by electronic transmission must be received by the division o f  elections not 

later than 5:00 p.m. Alaska time on the day before the election for which the absentee 

ballot is sought. An absentee ballot application submitted by mail under this section 

m ust permit the person to register to vote under AS 15.07.070 and to request an
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absentee ballot for each state election held within that calendar year for which the 

voter is eligible to vote. An absentee ballot application submitted by electronic 

transmission under this section may not include a provision that permits a person to 

register to vote under AS 15.07.070.

* Sec. 2. AS 15.20.081 is am ended  by adding a new subsection to read:

(j) The director shall adopt regulations under AS 44.62 (Administrative 

Procedure Act) specifying the information required to be included on an absentee 

ballot application submitted by mail or hand-delivered. The regulations must require 

that an application requesting delivery o f  an absentee ballot

(1) contain only  that information required under regulations adopted

by the director;

(2) conceal the personal information o f  the individual requesting 

delivery o f  an absentee ballot while the application is in the custody o f the United 

States Postal Service or other person delivering the application to the division; and

(3) if not prepared by the division, be approved by the director before 

distribution to the public.

* Sec. 3. AS 15.56.030(a) is am ended  to read:

(a) A person com m its  the crime o f  unlawful interference with voting in the 

first degree if the person

(1) uses, threatens to use. or causes to be used force, coercion, 

violence, or restraint, o r  inllicts, threatens to inflict, or causes to be inflicted damage, 

harm, or loss, upon or against another person to induce or compel that person to vote 

or refrain from voting in an election:

(2) knowingly  pays, offers to pay. o. causes to be paid money or other 

valuable thing to a person to vote or refrain from voting  in an election; [OR]

(3) solicits, accepts, or agrees to accept m oney  or other valuable thing 

with the intent to vote for or refrain from voting for a candidate at an election or for an 

election proposition or ques t ion ; or

(4) is a po lit ica l  g ro u p  o r  political p a r ty ,  en co u rag es  o r  assists in a 

violation o f  AS 15.20.081 (h), and  lias been p rev io u s ly  convic ted  for un law fu l 

in te r fe re n c e  w ith  vo ting  in the  second degree  u n d e r  AS 15.56.035(a)(5).

CSSB 36(STA) -2-
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1 || * Sec. 4. AS 15.56.035(a) is amended to read:

2 || (a) A person commits the crime o f  unlawful interference with voting in the

j  II second degree i f  the person

4 || (1) has an official ballot in possession outside o f  the voting room

t) || unless the person is an election official or o ther person authorized by law  or local

6 || ordinance, or by the director or ch ief  municipal elections official in a local election;

t || (2) makes, or knowingly has in possession, a counterfeit o f  an official

8 || election ballot;

9 || (3) knowingly solicits or encourages, directly or indirectly, a registered

10 || voter who is no  longer qualified to vote under AS 15.05.010, to vote in an election;

11 II (OR]

12 || (4) as a registration official

13 || (A) knowingly refuses to registe- a person who is entitled to

14 || register under AS 15.07.030; or

15 || (B) accepts a fee from an applicant applying for registration; o r

16 || (5) is a political g ro u p  o r  polit ica l  p a r ty  an d  enco u rag es  o r  assists

17 || in a v io la tion  o f  AS 15.20.081(b).
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S e n a t e  B i l l  3 6  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

S e n a t e  Bill 3 6  h a s  b e e n  d r a f t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  a  c o n c e r n  t h a t  m a n i f e s t e d  
i t s e l f  in  t h e  2 0 0 4  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  c o n c e r n  s p r a n g  f r o m  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  t o  h a v e  i n d i v i d u a l  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t  r e q u e s t s  m a i l e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o f f i c e  i n s t e a d  o f  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  in s e n s i t i v e  
p e r s o n a l  d a t a  b e i n g  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
w i t h o u t  e x p r e s s  c o n s e n t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  n o  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  o f  
i l l e g a l  a c t i o n  o r  w r o n g d o i n g ,  i n d i v i d u a l  A l a s k a n s  s h o u l d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  
t h e i r  p r i v a c y  is  u n d e r  a t t a c k  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i s h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in a  
r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  e l e c t i o n .

S B  3 6  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  r e q u e s t s  b e  d e l i v e r e d  d i r e c t l y  
t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  f o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  p r o c e s s i n g .  T h e  a c t  
f u r t h e r  p r o h i b i t s  a  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  f r o m  a s s i s t i n g  o r  
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w  l a w .

S B  3 6  a l l o w s  f o r  a l l  c i t i z e n s  a n d  g r o u p s  in  A l a s k a  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in o u r  e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t s .  H o w e v e r ,  o n c e  a  p e r s o n  d e c i d e s  t o  r e q u e s t  a n  a b s e n t e e  
b a l l o t ,  t h e y  h a v e  e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  o n l y  n o n - p a r t i s a n  
p e r s o n n e l  a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  will h a n d l e  t h e i r  r e q u e s t .

Email Senator .Gene_Tharriauit<Z»tegis.state ak us



F I S C A L  N O T E

ST A ~E  OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if c o r re c t io n ) 
T itle "A n A c t re la tin g to ap p lic a tio n s
req ue s tin g the de liv e ry o f absen tee ba llo ts by m a il." 
S pon so r 
R eques te r

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

Dep t. A ffe c te d 
|R D U  
C om pon e n t

SB36

OOG
E lec tio ns
le c tio ns

S e n a to r The rria u lt
S e na te S ta te A ffa irs

Expenditures/Revenues

C om po n e n t No. 

(T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla r s )

21

Note : Am oun ts do no t in c lu de in fla tio n un le ss o th e rw is e no ted below .
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011
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T ra ve l
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Supp lie s
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I
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