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SPONSOR STATEMENT

T his Act urges C ongress to reopen the leg islatively  approved allotm ents in the T ongass National 
Forest, w hich w ere  closed under the court case, S h ie L ; v, United States.

T h is Act also u rges Congress to am end the A laska Nat’ve Vietnam V eterans A llo tm ent Act to 
g ive a fair opportun ity  to obtain allotm ents.

M y reason for in troducing this resolution is tw ofold.

First, a p rom ise  m ade to Natives from 1906 through 1998 that allotm ents w ere going to be 
offered under certa in  circum stances has not been  fulfilled. The slow, cum bersom e, and 
unw illing  b ehav io r o f  the federal governm ent to perform  on legitimate claim s filed properly  by 
people w ho h av e  w atched family m em bers d ie w hile the government w ould no t act cannot go 
unchecked.

Secondly, land tha t she ’d be in private hands has been kept for governm ent purposes only. This 
is a m atter o f  fa irness that has too long been unresolved for the N atives o f  A laska. Applications 
have been lost, denied , sat on for decades, and finally  the repealing o f the  A ct in 1971 was swift 
and  confusing because  o f the last ditch efforts b y  the federal governm ent to inform  people o f 
their opportun it" .

T h e  reopening o f  the Act in 1998 did allow  certain  Vietnam Veterans to apply for allo tm ents, 
g iv ing  som e c red ib ility  to the argum ent that the last year was confusing. H ow ever, the 
restric tions on th e  reopening were unfair and v ery  difficult for applicants. W e sim ply  ask 
C ongress to g iv e  a fair opportunity to revisit a reopening only possible through legislation.
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To amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to provide for equitable 
allotment o f lands to Alaska Native veterans.

IN  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  

April 21. 2005
Mr. VniiNli of Alaska in troduced the following hill; w hich was referred to the

C om m ittee on Resources

A  BILL
To am end th e  A lask a  N ative  C laim s S e tt le m e n t A ct to p ro ­

vide fo r e q u ita b le  a llo tm en t o f lan d s  to  A lask a N ative 
ve terans.

1 lie it enacted I)// tlu Senate and House of Represcnta-

2 tives of the United States o f  A m erica in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SH O RT TITLE.

4 T h is  A c t m ay  be cited  as the “ A lask a  N ative  Vet*

5 e ra n s  L a n d  A llo tm en t E q u ity  A ct” .

6 SEC. 2. AM ENDMENT TO ALLOW CERTAIN .vLASKA NATIVE

7 VETERAN LAND ALLOTMENTS.

8 S ection  41 o f th e  A laska N ativ e  C la im s S e ttle m en t

9 A et (43 U .S .C . l()29^r) is am ended a s  follows:



1 (1 ) P a ra g ra p h s  (1) and  (2 ) o f  subsection  (a)

2 a re  am en d ed  to  read  as follows: “ (1) T h e  period for

3 filin g  a llo tm en ts  u n d e r th is A c t shall end 3 y ears

4 a f t e r  th e  S ec re ta ry  issues fin a l reg u la tio n s  un d er

5 sec tio n  3 o f th e  A laska N ativ e  V e te ra n s  L and  Allot-

6 m e n t E q u ity  v ;c. A person d esc rib ed  in p a rag raph

7 (1 ) o r  (2) o f subsection (b) sh a ll be eligible for an

8 a llo tm e n t o f no t m ore th an  tw o  pa rce ls  o f F ederal

9 la n d  to ta lin g  160 acres o r less.

10 “ (2 )(A ) A llo tm en ts m ay be se lec ted  from  the fol-

11 lowing:

12 “ (i) V acan t lands th a t  a re  ow ned by th e  U nited

13 S ta te s ;

14 “ (ii) L a n d s  th a t  have been se lec ted  o r conveyed

15 to  th e  S ta te  o f A laska if the S ta te  v o lu n ta rily  relin-

16 q u ish e s  or' conveys to the U n ited  S ta te s  th e  land for1

17 th e  a llo tm en t.

18 “ (iii) L a n d s  th a t  have been se lected  o r conveyed

19 to  a N ative C orporation  if th e  N ativ e  C orporation

20 v o lu n ta rily  re linquishes o r conveys to  th e  U nited

21 S ta te s  th e  land for th e  a llo tm en t.

22 “ (15) A N ative C orporation  m ay  select an  equal

23 am ou n t o f ac res  o f ap p ro p ria te  F e d e ra l land  w ithin the

24 S ta te  o f  A lask a to  replace lands v o lu n ta rily  relinquished
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1 o r  conveyed by  th a t N ative C o rp o ra tio n  u n d e r su bpara-

2 g ra p h  (A )(iii).

3 “ (C) F o r  security  reason s, a llo tm e n ts  m ay no t be sc-

4 lee ted  fro m —

5 “ (i) lands w ithin th e  rig h t-o f-w ay  g ran ted  for

6 th e  T ran sA lask a  P ipeline; o r

7 “ (ii) the in ner o r o u te r  co rrid o r o f th a t  righ t-

8 of-w ay w ithd raw al.” .

9 (2) Subsection (a )(3 ) is repealed .

10 (3 ) In  subsection (b )(1 ) , s tr ik e  “ A perso n” and

11 in se r t  “ E x cep t as provided in p a ra g ra p h  (3), a per-

12 so n ” .

13 (4) Subsection (b )(1 ) (B )  is am ended  to read as

14 follows:

15 “ (B ) is a ve teran  who served  d u rin g  the period

16 betw een A ugu st 5, 19(>4, a n d  M ay 7. 1975, inelud-

17 ing  such  d a te s .” .

18 (5) Subsection (h )(2 ) is am end ed  to read as fol-

19 lows:

20 “ (2) I f  an  individual w ho w ould  o therw ise have been

21 elig ib le  fo r an a llo tm en t dies be fo re  ap p ly ing  for the allot -

22 m erit, an  h e ir on behalf o f th e  e s ta te  o f th e  deceased vet-

23 e ra n  m ay ap p ly  for and  receive th e  a llo tm e n t.” .

24 (6 ) In  subsection (b )(3 ) , in se rt before th e  pe-

25 riod th e  following: except fo r a n  h e ir who applies
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1 and  receives an a llo tm e n t on b eh a lf of th e  e s ta te  o f

2 a deceased v e te ran  p u r s u a n t  to  p a ra g ra p h  (2 )” .

3 (7) S ubsection (e) is am end ed  to read  a s  fol-

4  lows:

5 “ (e) R e g u l a t i o n s . — A ll reg u la tio n s  in effect im m c-

6 d ia tc ly  before th e  e n a c tm e n t o f subsection  (f; th a t  w ere

7 p ro m u lg a ted  u n d e r th e  a u th o r i ty  o f th is  section shall be

8 repealed  in accordance w ith  section  5 5 2 (a )(1 )(E ) o f the

9 A d m in is tra tiv e  P ro ced u re  A c t (5 U .S .C . 5 5 2 (a )(1 ) (E ))” .

10 (8) Add a t  th e  en d  th e  following new sub-

11 sections:

12 “ (f) A p p r o v a l  o f  A l l o t m e n t s . — (1) S ub ject to

13 valid ex is tin g  righ ts, an d  ex cep t a s  otherw ise provided in

14 th is  subsection , no t la ter1 th a n  J a n u a r y  31, 2010 , th e  See-

15 ro ta ry  shall approve an ap p lic a tio n  for a llo tm en ts filed in

16 acco rd ance  with subsection  (a ) an d  issue a ce rtifica te  o f

17 a llo tm en t which shall be su b je c t to th e  sam e term s, eondi-

18 tions, restric tion s, and p ro te c tio n s  provided for such allo t-

19 m erits.

20  “ (2) U pon receip t o f  an  a llo tm en t application, bu t in

21 a n y  event no t la te r th a n  O c to b e r 31 , 2007 , th e  S ec re ta ry

22 shall notify’ any  person o r  e n tity  hav in g  an  in terest in land

23 p o ten tia lly  adverse to th e  ap p lic an t of th e ir  right to ini-

2 4  t ia te  a private  contest o r  file a p ro tes t u n d e r ex isting  Fed-

25  e ra  I regu la tions.
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1 “ (3) N ot la te r  th a n  J a n u a r y  31, 2008, th e  S e c re ta ry

7 shall—

3 “ (A) if no c o n te s t o r  p ro te s t is tim ely filed, an-

4 prove th e  ap p lica tio n  p u rs u a n t  to p a ra g ra p h  (1 ); o r

5 “ (B ) if a contest, o r  p ro te s t is tim ely filed, s ta y

6 th e  issuance o f th e  ce rtif ic a te  o f a llo tm en t u n til the

7 co n tes t or p ro te s t lia s  been decided.

8 “ (g) R e s e l e c t i o n . — A person who m ade an  allo t-

9 m cn t selection u n d e r  th is  section  before the d a te  o f  th e

10 en ac tm en t o f A laska N a tiv e  V e te ra n s  L and A llo tm en t E q-

11 u ity  A ct m ay w ith d raw  th a t  selection and rese lec t lands

12 u n d e r th is section if th e  lan ds orig inally  selected w ere not

13 conveyed to th a t p e rso n  before th e  da te  o f the en a c tm e n t

14 o f  A laska N ative V e te ra n s  L an d  A llotm ent E q u ity  A c t." .

15 SEC. 3. REGULATIONS.

16 Not la te r  th an  1 y e a r  a f te r  th e  da te  o f the en ac tm en t

17 o f th is  Act, th e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  In te rio r shall issue final

18 regu la tion s to im plem en t th e  am end m en ts m ade by th is

19 A ct.

O
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II

To amend the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act to provide lor equitable 
allotment of land to Alaska Native veterans.

IN  T H E  S E N A T E  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  S T A T E S

November 10, 2005 
Ms. Mpkkowski (for herself and Mr. Stevens) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Nat­
ural Resources

A  BILL
T o  am en d  th e  A laska N a tiv e  C la im s S ettlem en t A ct to  p ro ­

vide for equitab le a llo tm e n t o f land  to A lask a  N ativ e  
v e te ran s .

1 lie it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tires of the United States of America in ('onyress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT T ITLE.

4 T h is  A ct m ay he c ited  as th e  ‘‘A laska N a tiv e  V et-

5 e ra n s  L an d  A llo tm en t E q u ity  A c t” .

6  SEC. 2 OPEN SEASON FO R  CERTAIN ALASKA NATIVE VET-

7 ERANS FO R  ALLOTMENTS.

8 Section 41 of th e  A lask a  N ative C laim s S e ttle m e n t

9 A ct (43  U .S.C . 1 6 2 9 g ) is am en d ed —



1 (1) in su b sec tio n  (a )—

2 (A) in th e  subsection head ing , by  s tr ik in g

3 “ I n  G e n e r a l ”  a n d  in s e r t in g  “ A l a s k a  N a t i v e

4  V e t e r a n  A l l o t m e n t s ” ;

5 (B ) by s tr ik in g  p a ra g ra p h s  (1) th ro u g h  (4)

6  a n d  in s e r t in g  th e  fo llow ing:

7 “ (1) A l l o t m e n t s . —

8 “ (A ) E l i g i b l e  r e c i p i e n t s .— A n y  p e rso n

9 described  in p a ra g ra p h  (1) o r (2 ) o f  subsection

10 (b) shall be eligible to  receive an  a llo tm en t

11 u n d e r  th e  A ct o f M ay 17, 1906 (3 4  S ta t .  197,

12 c h a p te r  2 4 6 9 ), o f not m ore th a n  2 pa rce ls  of

13 F e d e ra l land, th e  to tal a re a  o f w hich shall not

14 exceed 160 acres.

15 “ (B ) F i l i n g  d e a d l i n e . — A n a llo tm en t

16 shall be filed for an  eligible re c ip ie n t no t la te r

17 th a n  3 y e a r’s  a f1< r th e  d a te  on w h ic h  th e  See-

18 ro ta ry  p ro m u lg a te s  regu la tions p u rs u a n t  to  see-

19 t.ion 3 o f  th e  A laska N ative V e te ra n s  L an d  Al-

20 lo tm en t E q u ity  Act.

21 “ (2 )  L a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l o t m e n t s . —

22 “ (A) In  GENERAL.— An a llo tm e n t u n d e r

23 th is  s e c t io n  sh a ll  be se lec te d  from  la n d  t h a t

24 is—

25 “ (i)(I) vacan t; and

2
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1 “ (II) owned by th e  U n ite d  S ta tes ;

2 “ (ii) selected by, o r  conveyed *o, the

3 S ta te  o f A laska, if th e  S ta te  vo lun tarily  re-

4 linqu ishes or conveys to  th e  U nited  S ta te s

5 th e  land fo r th e  a llo tm en t; o r

6 “ (iii) selected by , o r  conveyed to, a

7 N ative C orporation , if  th e  N ative C orpora-

8 tion vo lun tarily  re lin q u ish es  o r conveys to

9 th e  U n ited  S ta te s  th e  land  for th e  allot-

10 m ent.

11 “ (H ) R e l i n q u i s h m e n t  b y  n a t i v e  cow -

12 p o R A T IO N .— If  a N ative C o rp o ra tio n  relin-

13 q u ish es  land  u n d e r su b p a ra g ra p h  (A )(iii), the

14 N a tiv e  C orporation  m ay se lec t ap p ro p ria te  Fed-

15 o ra l land, as  determ ined  by th e  S ecre tary , the

16 a re a  o f which is equal to  th e  a re a  o f th e  land

17 re lin q u ish ed  by the N ativ e  C o rp o ra tion , to re-

18 p lace  th e  re linqu ished  land .

19 “ (C) E x c l u s i o n s . — A n a llo tm en t u n d e r

20 th is  section shall no t be se lec ted  from  land th a t

21 is located  w ith in—

22 “ (i) a right-of-w ay o f th e  T ransA laska

23 P ipeline; o r

24 “ (ii) an  in ner o r  o u te r  co rrido r o f

25 such  a right-of-w ay.

3
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“ (3 ) A l t e r n a t i v e  a l l o t m e n t s . — A  p e rs o n  

d e sc r ib e d  in p a r a g r a p h  (1 )  o r  (2 )  o f  su b se c tio n  (b )  

w h o  q u a lif ie s  fo r a n  a l lo tm e n t, u n d e r  th is  se c tio n  on  

la n d  d e sc r ib e d  in  p a r a g r a p h  (2 )(C ) m a y  se le c t an  a l ­

te r n a t iv e  a l lo tm e n t  f ro m  la n d  t h a t  is—

“ (A) located w ith in  th e  b o un daries lan d  

described in p a ra g ra p h  (2 )(C ); and

“ (B )(i)(I) w ith d raw n  u n d e r section 

1 1 (a)(1 )(C ); and

“ (II) no t se lected , o r  re linqu ished  a f te r  se ­

lection, u n d e r section  1 1 (a )(3 );

“ (ii) co n tig u o u s to  an  o u te r  b o u n d a iy  o f 

lan d  w ithdraw n u n d e r  section  11 (a )(1 )(C ), u n ­

less th a t  land is w ith in  a N atio n a l P a rk ; o r

“ (iii) vacan t, u n a p p ro p ria te d , and u n re ­

se rv ed .” ; and

( ( ’) by re d e s ig n a tin g  p a ra g ra p h s  (5) an d  

((i) as p a ra g ra p h s  (4 ) an d  (5 ), respectively;

(2) in subsection (b )—

(A) in p a ra g ra p h  (1 ), by s tr ik in g  s u b p a ra ­

g rap h  (B ) and  in se r t in g  th e  following:

“ (B ) is a ve te ran  w ho served  d u rin g  th e  period 

b eg in n in g  A ugust 5, 1!M)4, an d  en d in g  M ay 7, 

1 9 7 5 .” ;
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23

24

25

(B) by s tr ik in g  p a ra g ra p h  (2) a n d  in s e r t­

ing the follow ing:

“ (2 ) D e c e a s e d  i n d i v i d u a l s . — If  an  ind iv idual 

who would o therw ise  have been eligible fo r an  a llo t­

m ent un der th is  section  dies before ap p ly ing  fo r  an 

allo tm ent, an  h e ir  o f th e  individual m ay ap p ly  for, 

and receive, an  a llo tm e n t u n d e r th is  section , on be­

half o f the e s ta te  o f  th e  ind iv idual.’’;

(C) in p a ra g ra p h  (3), by in se rtin g  befo re  

the period a t  th e  end the following: o th e r  

th an  an h e ir  who app lies for, and receives, an 

a llo tm en t on b e h a lf  o f th e  es ta te  of a deceased  

individual u n d e r  p a ra g ra p h  (2 ).” ;

(3) by re d e s ig n a tin g  subsections (d) an d  (e) as 

subsections (f) a n d  (g), respectively; and

(4) by a d d in g  at th e  end th e  following:

“ (d) A p p r o v a l  o f  A l l o t m e n t s . —

“ (1) I n OENERAL.— Subject to any  valid  r ig h t 

in existence on th e  d a te  o f enactm en t o f th e  A laska 

N ative V eterans L a n d  A llotm ent E q u ity  A ct, a n d  ex­

cep t a s  provided in p a ra g ra p h  (3), not la te r  th an  

J a n u a ry  31, 2 0 1 0 , th e  S ec re ta ry  shall—

“ (A) ap p ro v e  an y  application fo r an  a llo t­

ment filed in accordance with su bsec tio n  (a); 

and

5
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1 “ (B )  is su e  a  c e r t i f ic a te  o f  a l lo tm e n t  u n d e r

2 a n y  t e r m ,  c o n d itio n , o r  r e s t r ic t io n  a s  th e  S ee-

3 r e t a r y  d e te r m in e s  to  be a p p r o p r ia te .

4  “ (2 )  N o t i f i c a t i o n .— N o t l a te r  t h a n  O c to b e r

5 31, 2 0 0 7 , o n  r e c e ip t  o f  a n  a p p lic a t io n  fo r  a n  a llo t-

6  m e n t u n d e r  t h i s  s e c tio n , th e  S e c r e ta r y  s h a l l  p ro v id e

7 to  a n y  p e r s o n  o r  e n t i ty  t h a t  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  in la n d

8 d e sc r ib e d  in  su b s e c tio n  (a ) (2 )  t h a t  is  p o te n t ia l ly  a d -

9  v e rse  to  t h e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  a p p l ic a n t  n o tic e  o f  th e

10 r ig h t  o f  t h e  p e rs o n  o r  e n tity , n o t l a t e r  t h a n  9 0  d a y s

11 a f te r  t h e  d a t e  o f  re c e ip t  o f  th e  n o tic e —

12 “ (A) to  in i t ia te  a  p r iv a te  c o n te s t  o f  th e  a l-

13 lo tm c n t ;  o r

14 “ (B )  to  file a  p ro te s t  a g a in s t  th e  a l lo tm e n t

15 in a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  p ro c e d u re s  e s ta b lis h e d  by

16 th e  S e c r e ta r y .

17 “ (3) A c t io n  b y  s k c h k t a r y .— I f a  p r iv a te  co n -

18 te s t o r  p r o te s t  r e la t in g  to  a n  a p p lic a t io n  for' a n  a llo t-

19 m e n t is  in i t i a te d  o r  filed  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h  (2 ) , th e

2 0  S e c re ta ry ’' s h a l l  not is su e  a c e r t i f ic a te  to  th e  a llo t-

21 m e n t u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h  (1 )(B ) u n ti l  a  fin a l d e te r -

2 2  m in a tio n  h a s  b een  m a d e  w ith  re sp e c t t o  th e  p r iv a te

2 3  c o n te s t  o r  p r o te s t .

2 4  “ (e) R e s e l e o t i o n .-— A  p e rso n  t h a t  s e le c te d  a n  a llo t-

2 5  m en t u n d e r  t h i s  se c tio n  m a y  w ith d ra w  t h a t  s e le c tio n  a n d
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1 re se lec t lan d  in accordance w ith  th is  section a f te r  th e  da te

2 o f  e n a c tm e n t o f the A laska N a tiv e  V ete ran s  L and  Allot-

3 m ed t E q u ity  A ct, if the  land o rig in a lly  selected—

4 “ (1) w as selected befo re  th e  d a te  o f en ac tm en t

5 o f  th e  A laska N ative V e te ra n s  L an d  A llo tm ent Eq-

6 u i ty  A ct; and

7 “ (2) as  of th e  d a te  o f e n a c tm e n t o f th a -  Act,

8 w a s  n o t conveyed to  th e  p e rs o n .” .

9 S E C .  3 . R E G U L A T IO N S .

10 N ot la te r  th a n  1 y ear a f te r  th e  d a te  of en ac tm en t

11 o f  th is  A ct, th e  S ecre ta ry  of th e  In te r io r  shall prom ulgate

12 final re g u la tio n s  to  c a riv  o u t th e  am en d m en ts  m ade by

13 th is  A ct.

O
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