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Karen SawyerFrom: Blunt, Richard M. BG [BluntR@korea.army.mil]

Sent: Friday, May 06, 2005 11:58 AMTo: Sen. Charlie Huggins; Sen. Gene Therriault

Cc: craig.cambell@ak.ngb.army.m il; john_cramer@ak-prepared.com; roger_schnell@ak-prepareo.com

Sub ject: SB-176/HB-277

Gentlemen,

I am taking his opportunity to convey my concerns regarding SB-176 and it companion HB-277 on naming 
the ARNG/University of Alaska Southeast Joint Use Facility in honor of Charles Gamble Jr. and Donald Sperl.

It is not my intent to diminish these individuals or their families sacrifice, nor diminish the debt that Alaska and the United
States owe to their memories. However, I am concerned about naming an Alaska National Guard facility in their memory
as they had not served in the Alaska National Guard. Perhaps we should defer naming this facility for anyone at this 
time. As you are well aware we have entered a new era, an era where we have deployments of National Guard personnel 
in support of combat operations throughout the world. Such areas as Iraq, Afghanistan, the Philippines, and the Horn of 
Africa. Unfortunately, with these deployment comes the risk of casualties and as we see almost daily these casualties 
include the men and women of the National Guard. Perhaps it might be prudent to defer naming this facility for now.
Might it not be better to wait until all of our Alaska National Guard personnel return from current and future deployments 
and combat operations.

Perhaps it might be fitting to honor the memories of Mr. Gamble and Mr. Sperl in a manner sim ilar to that used to honor 
James Bondsteel.

I appreciate your consideration of not only this manner, but your service to our State.

Respectfully,

RICHARD M. BLUNT
Brigadier General, AK ARNG
Assistant Deputy Combined Rear Area Coordinator
Combined Forces Command (ROK/US)
Daegu, South Korea

5/6/2005
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DEPARTMENTS OF THE ARMY AND THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS, ALASKA NATIONAL GUARD 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
P.O. BOX 5800, CAMP DENALI 

FORT RICHARDSON, ALASKA 99505-5800

June 19, 2002

A djutant General

A laska Senator K im  Elton 
S ta te  Capitol
Juneau , A laska 99801-1182 

D ear Senator Elton:

1 recently  received your letter concerning the request to honor the m em ory o f  long tim e 
Juneau  residents Don Sperl and Charles Gam bell Jr. in the nam ing o f  the new  Juneau Arm ory.

A nom inating  com m ittee will be formed in the near future and I will forward your request 
for consideration. Thank you for your input and w e look forw ard to supporting the people o f  
Juneau.

If 1 m ay be o f  any further assistance in this m atter p lease do not hesitate to contact me or 
m> D irector o f  Facility M anagem ent, L ieutenant Colonel C raig  Schreiber at (907) 428-6750, or by 
em ail at: craig .schreiber@ ak.ngb .arm y.m il.

Sincerely,

PHILLfP E. OA TES 
M ajor G eneral. AK.NG 
The A djutant General

mailto:craig.schreiber@ak.ngb.army.mil
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY REPRESENTATIVES KER TTULA, Thomas 

Introduced: 4/19/05
Referred: House Special Committee on M ilitary and Veterans' Affairs, State Affairs

A BILL

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n Act nam ing  the C h arles G am ble J r .  - Donald Sperl Jo in t Use Facility  in Ju n eau ."

BE IT  EN A C TED  BY T H E  L E G ISLA T U R E O F TH E  STA TE O F  ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 35.40 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 35.40.195. C harles G am ble J r .  - Donald Sperl Jo in t Use Facility. The

join t use student recreation center and National Guard readiness center built for the 

University o f  Alaska Southeast and the Department o f  Military and Veterans' Affairs 

at Juneau is named the Charles Gamble Jr. - Donald Sperl Joint Use Facility.

H O U SE BILL NO. 177

HB0277a -1-
New T e x t U n d e r l in e d  tDELETED TEXT BRACKETED)

HB 277



P resen ted  by: Assem bly 
Introduced: 04/11/2005
D rafted  by: J.W . H artle

R E S O L U T IO N  O F  T H E  C IT Y  A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  JU N E A U , A LA SK A

S e r ia l  N o . 2306

A  R e s o lu t io n  R e q u e s t in g  t h a t  t h e  A rm y  N a t io n a l  D u a r d  N a m e  
th e  N ew  N a t io n a l  G u a r d  R e a d in e s s  C e n te r  A f te r  D o n a ld  W. 
S p e r l  a n d  C h a r le s  F . G a m b le , J r .

WHEREAS, Juneau-D ouglas H igh School g rad u a te s  D onald  W. S perl and  C harles 
F. G am ble, J r . , died serving  our country  in  the V ietnam  w ar; an d

WHEREAS, both of th ese  two J u n e a u  re s id e n ts  are  lis ted  on the V ietnam  V eterans' 
M em orial, an d  a re  th e  only two so ld iers lis ted  from  Ju n eau , A laska; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. A rm y N a tio n al G uard  and  the U n iv ersity  of A lask a  S o u th east 
are  build ing  a jo in t UAS S tu d e n t R ecreation  C en ter an d  A lask a  A rm y N ational G uard  
R ead iness C en ter in Ju n eau ; and

WHEREAS, the N ational G u ard  w ill have to nam e the new "R ead iness C enter" 
facility; and

WHEREAS, it  would be ap p rop ria te  to nam e the new facility  a fte r th ese  two young 
m en who gave th e ir  lives for th e ir  country .

NOW, THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH 
OF JUNEAU, ALASKA:

S e c t io n  1. The A ssem blyofthe City and  B oroughof Ju n e a u  respectfu lly  requests 
th a t  the U .S . A rm y N ational G u ard  nam e the new A laska A rm y N ational G uard  
R eadiness C en ter in honor of these two Ju n e a u  m en, Donald W. Sperl an d  C harles F. 
Gam ble, J r .

S e c t io n  2. Copies of R esolution  2306 sh a ll  be provided to the  U niversity  of 
A laska S o u th east and  the  A laska A rm y N ational G uard .



S e c t io n  3. E f fe c t iv e  D a te . T h is  resolu tion  ah. >e effective im m ediately  upon 
adoption.

A dopted  th is  11th day  of April, 2005.

B ruce Botelho, M ayor

A ttest:

~C7 L au rie  J . Sum, C lerk

-2- Res. 2306
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S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  
THE LEGISLATURE 

2 0 0 1

Legislative 
Resolve No.
_ 2 * _

Relating to an Alaska National Guard Armory in Juneau.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Alaska National Guard has maintained armories across the state of 
Alaska since 1959; and

WHEREAS the Alaska National Guard protects the people and infrastructure of our 
state, with 84 armories and readiness centers that provide rapid access to all areas of the state; 
and

WHEREAS the steep mountains, deep waters, open oceans, and inland channels of 
the southeast area o f Alaska create a challenging environment for emergency management, 
making it essential that emergency workers understand the climate, culture, and coordinates 
o f the area; and

WHEREAS the persons serving in the Alaska National Guard in the southeast area of 
Alaska are neighbors, coworkers, and iriends who dedicate many hours o f their busy lives to 
perfecting their military and emergency readiness skills; and



WHEREAS Jun-au was the first Alaska city to have a National Guard unit, and the 
Alaska National Guard's main armory in the southeast area of Alaska has been located in 
Juneau since the current armory was constructed in 1960; and

WHEREAS the Alaska National Guard armory in Juneau provides the only battalion 
headquarters for all of the southeast area of Alaska; and

WHEREAS having a Juneau armory greatly improves the Alaska National Guard's 
ability to recruit and retain personnel in the state's third largest and capital city; and

WHEREAS the Alaska National Guard armory in Juneau is now located on property 
owned by the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, and the City and Borough of Juneau and 
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority have worked together to provide a new site for a 
National Guard readiness center; and

WHEREAS the National Guard is also considering constructing a joint facility with 
the University of Alaska Southeast, and the facility would improve the capacity of both the 
Alaska National Guard and the University of Alaska Southeast to fulfill their missions in a 
manner that is cost-efficient for both;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports building a new Alaska 
National Guard Armory in Juneau and calls on the National Guard Bureau to make the project 
a high priority; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature calls on the United States 
Congress to make appropriations to fund a new armory in Juneau, in keeping with the national 
interest.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Donald Rumsfeld, United 
States Secretary of Defense; General Eric K. Shinseki, U.S. Army Chief o f Staff; Lieutenant 
General Russell C. Davis, Chief, National Guard Bureau; Major General Roger C. Schultz, 
Director, Army National Guard; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 
Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members of 
the Alaska delegation in Congress.

LR 28 -2-



Paula Cadiente
From: Lindegaards [Dock3050@gci.net]
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2005 12:33 PM
To: Sen. Kim Elton
Subject: Naming the new armory here in Juneau

Dear S e n a to r E l t o n ,

E r i c  and I  a re  b o th  in  fa v o r  o f h o n o r in g  C h a r le s  Gamble and Don S p e r l , b y nam ing th e  
th e  N a t io n a l Guard A rm o ry a f t e r  o u r two V ie tn am  War h e ro e s .
Don and C h a r l ie  a re  o u r hometown b o y s , and gave t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  o u r s e r v ic e , o u r fre e d om , 
and th e  em b e tte rm e n t o f  V ie tn a m . They h o n o re d t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  and t h e i r  w ho le com m un ity . 
We w o u ld  l i k e  to  r e t u r n  t h a t h o n o r , b y n o t f o r g e t t i n g  them , and th e  v a lu e s  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  
s to o d . P le a s e  re p re s e n t o u r w is h e s to  name th e  new N a t io n a l G ua rd A rm o ry , th e  S p e r l -  
Gamble A rm o ry .
S in c e r e ly  y o u r s , Bunny & E r ic  L in d e g a a rd

1

mailto:Dock3050@gci.net


Aurora Hauke
From : Arlene Crumrine [arlenec@alaska.com]
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2005 2:25 PM
To: Rep. Bruce Weyhrauch; Sen. Kim Elton; Rep. Beth Kerttula
Sub ject: Sparl-Gamble Center

Dear B ru c e , Kim and B e th :
As c h a ir p e r s o n  o f th e  Ju n e a u -C o u g ia s 4 0 th  c la s s  re u n io n  ( t h i s  y e a r ) , I  w o u ld  l i k e  to  

ask you s u p p o r t t o  h e lp  g e t th e  new N a t io n a l Guard A rm o ry named f o r  tw o o f o u r c la s sm a te s 
who d ie d  in  V ie t Nam. B o th o f them d ie d  s h o r t l y  o u t o f h ig h  s c h o o l . Don was in  o u r c la s s  
and Chuck was a good f r i e n d .  A l l  o f us who have lo s t  lo v e d  one s , e i t h e r  b y w a r o r some
o th e r s e n s e le s s  t r a g e d y , w o u ld lo v e  to  have t h e i r  names on a b u i l d i n g .  (O b v io u s ly  I c a n ' t
do t h a t f o r  my g ra n d son b u t we d id  g e t h is  iame up by th e  c r o s s in g  where he was k i l l e d . )
A g a in , I  a sk f o r  y o u r s u p p o r t in  h e lp in g  us w i th  t h i s  p r o j e c t .
Thank yo u ,
A r le n e  C rum rin e

mailto:arlenec@alaska.com


SPEECH
(Greeting/Salutation)

For many long years, from February 20. 1961 to 
May 7. 1975, members of our armed forces 
fought on behalf of the South Vietnamese people.

Today, we have the opportunity to not only 
pause and reflect, but to remember and honor 
the memory of the more 58,000 men and 
women who gave so much —  the ultimate sac­
rifice for freedom's sake.

During VFW's Vietnam Veterans Recognition 
Week, we also need to use this occasion to honor 
and remember the more than 3.403.000 military 
personnel who served In the republic of South 
Vietnam or elsewhere In Southeast Asia In sup­
port of the U.S. military operations In Vietnam

Because of the actions of Vietnam veterans, the 
flame of freedom bums brighter today than ever 
before throughout the world The tradition of 
service demonstrated by those who served dur­
ing the Vietnam War provides lasting testimony 
to the Indomitable and tenacious spirit dial 
resides In the heart of our Vietnam veterans.

Vietnam War veterans were everyday people 
made extraordinary by events beyond their con­
trol. They did their duty not out of bravado or 
boldness, but out of a sense of duty and because 
they had a deep and abiding love for their coun­
try. Quite simply, they believed In the promise 
of the American dream and the essential good­
ness of America.

Vietnam veterans fought to preserve democ­
racy and freedom, not Just here In America, but 
for all freedom-loving people around the world. 
The freedom and prosperity we enjoy today Is In 
large part. guaranteed by all of those who served 
so honorably In Vietnam

All of us need to be forever thankful to all of 
them for their unselfish devotion and for their 
courageous willingness to put their life at risk

We honor them because we appreciate what 
they have given us. Without their contributions 
the world would be a much different place ... a 
darker place. Our Vietnam veterans performed 
the highest form of public service. They are one 
of the reasons we stand apart from the rest of 
the world as a nation. When It all came down to 
It, they stood strong, and when It was needed, 
they answered the challenge.

Vietnam veterans are worthy of every praise, 
monument and memorial that we could offer. 
But the best way to honor the Vietnam veteran 
Is to help them honor the vow they made to 
ensure that every new generation of veterans are 
appreciated and receive the dignity and respect 
they have earned: to see to It that every veteran 
receives the benefits and entitlements they 
deserve Is one way t f maintaining a link to the 
thousands of men and women who helped to 
secure so many blessings for us.

At this time. 1 would Invite all Vietnam veter­
ans In the audience to please stand or raise your 
hand to be recognized. (Start clapping when the 
veterans rise.)

The most generous honor we could bestow to 
the Vietnam veteran ts to use the many oppor­
tunities that are afforded us to rededlcate our­
selves to our country, to America's v.terans and 
to their families.

It Is time for ‘he nation to glvr our Vietnam 
Veterans their due and thank them for their 
noble efforts and achievements.



Vietnam
Warriors
A Statistical Profile
Confusion reigns when It comes to numbers 
and the Vietnam War. Listed below are some 
figures that may help sort out fact from fiction 
In many media reports concerning veterans.

w uwfnm ano m counttr
• Vietnam Vets: 9.7% of their generation. 
•9.087.000 military personnel served on
active duty during the Vietnam era 
(Aug. S. 1964 - May 7.1975)
•8.744.000 personnel were on active duty 
during the war (Aug 5. 1964 - March 
28.1973).
•3.403.100 (Including 514.300 ofTshore) 
personnel served In the Southeast Asia 
Theater (Vietnam. Laos. Cambodia. 
Thailand and salkxs In adjacent South 
China Sea waters)
•2.594.000 personnel served within the 
borders of South Vietnam (Jan. 1.1965 - 
March 28.1973).
•Of the 2.6 million, between 1 and 1.6 
million (40-60%) either fought In cor 
bat. provided closr combat support or 
were at least fairly regularly exposed to 
enemy attack 15% were In combat units. 
•Another 50.000 men served In Vietnam 
between 1960 and 1964 
•7.484 women (6.250 or 83.5% were 
nurses) served In Vietnam.
• Peak troop strength In Vietnam: 543.482 
(April 30.1969)

CASUALTIES
• Hostile deaths: 47.418 
•Non hostile deaths. 10.811
•Total 58.229 (Includes men formerly 
classified as MIA and Mtyiifuez casual 
ties) Men who have subsequently died of 
wounds account for the changing total 
8 nurses died — 1 was KIA.
Marcled men killed: 17.539.
61% of the men killed were 21 years old 
or younger.
Highest state death rate: Wst Virginia — 
84 I per 100.000 males (national average 
In 1970. 58 9)
Wounded: 303.704 — 153.329 hospital­

ized ♦ 150.375 Injured who require no 
hospital care 
•Severely disabled 75.000 — 23.214 
100% disabled; 5,283 knt Hmbs; 1.081 
sustained multiple amputations 
•Amputation Mr crippling wounds to the 
lower extremities were 300% higher than 
In WWH and 70% higher than In Korea. 
Multiple amputations ocrurred at the rate 
of 18.4% compared to 5.7% In WWH.
• Missing In Action 2.338 (at war's end) 
•Prisoners of War: 766 (114 died In
captivity).

DRAFTEES VS. VOLUNTEERS
• 25% (648.500) of total forces In country 
were draftees (66% of U.S. armed forces 
members In WWII were drafted )
•Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17.725) 
of combat deaths In Vietnam.
• Reservists kill*’ 5.977.
• National Guard: 9.000 served; 22 KIA

RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND
• 88.4% of the men who aciually served In 
Vietnam were Caucasian (Includes Hlsp- 
inlcs); 10.6% (275.000) were black. 1% 
belonged to other races
•86.3% of the men who died In Vietnam 
were Caucasian. 12.5% (7.241) were 
blark; 1.2% belonged to other races 
•170.000 Hispanic* served In Vietnam. 
3.070 (5.2% of total) died there 
•86 8% of the men who were killed as a 
result of hostile action were Caucasian. 
12 1% (5.711) were black; I I % belonged 
toother taco.
•14.6% (1,530) of non combat deaths 
were among blacks.
• 34% of blacks who enlisted volunteered 
for the combat arms
•Overall. Macks suffered 12.5% rf the 
deaths In Vietnam at a time when the

percentage of black* of military age was 
13.5% of the total popula"on 
•Religion of dead ProtestM — 64 4%. 
Catholic — 28 9%. other/none — 6.7%

SOCIO-ECONOMIC SIXTUS
•76% of the men sent to Vietnam were front 
lower middle/working class backgrounds 
•Three-fourths had family Income* above 
the poverty level; 50% were from middle 
Income backgrounds.
•Some 23% of Vietnam vets had fathers 
with professional, managerial or technical 
occupations.
• 79% of the men who served In Vietnam 
had a high school education or better 
when they entered the military service 
(63% of Korean . Ar vets and only 45% 
of WWII vets had completed high school 
upon separation)

WTNNINQ A LOS4MO
•82% of veterans who saw heavy combat 
strongly believe the war was knt because 
of lack of political will
• Nearly 75% of the general public agree* 
that It was a failure of political will, 
not of arms

AGE A HONORABLE SERVICE
•Average age of the Vietnam War Cl: 19 
(26 for WWII)
•97% of Vietnam era veterans were 
honorably discharged

PRfOC M SERVICE
• 91% of actual Vietnam War vetrrans and 
90% of those who saw heavy combat are 
proud to have served thdr country.
• 66% of Vietnam vets say mey would serve 
again If called upon (polled In the 1980s)
•87% of the public now holds Vietnam 
veterans In high esteem.

Complied by VFWmagazine. Please copy and distribute to educator*. 
w w w . v f w . o r g
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V e tn a m  Ve terans  Recognition  W e ek

VFW Posts worldwide will host Vietnam Veterans Recognition 
Week May 1-7, 2005. An array of activities are planned during 
the week to recognize Vietnam veterans and their families.
For Ideas and helpful hints In organizing your event, click on 
the links at right.
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REPRESENTATIVE BILL THOMAS Juneau AK. 99801-1182

FAX 907-465-2652

907-465-3732

888-461-3732

State Capitol

MEMORANDUM

Date: 5-03-05

To: Senator T herriault, Cl ir Senate State A ffairs Com m ittee 

From: R epresentative T h o m a s ^ ^ T " *

Re: HB 277 An Act nam ing the C harles G am ble Jr. - D onald Sperl Joint Use Facility  in 
Juneau.

1 respectfu lly  request that HB 277 be scheduled fo ra  hearing at your earliest 
convenience.

HB 277 will nam e the jo in t use student recreation center and N ational G uard readiness 
center built for the U niversity o f A laska Southeast and the D epartm ent o f M ilitary and 
V eterans' A ffairs in Juneau the C harles G am ble Jr. - Donald Sperl Joint Use Facility.

If you have any questions p lease d on ’t hesitate to contact my office.


