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vehicle to a person who was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. Currently there are no
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients in Alaska but that could change at any time. The bill
will also waive any registration or plate fees for the Congressional Medal of Honor recipient and

deletes the $30.00 license plate fee for Purple Heart recipients
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"An Act relating to motor vehicle registration plates and fees for Purple Heart recipients

and Congressional Medal of Honor recipients; and providing for an effective date."

Thank you for scheduling HB 245 in Senate State Affairs Committee. Attached isa copy of the

Bill and supporting documents. It’s possible we might have a C'S that we will want the

Committee to adopt but still not sure at this point and will bring one down to you tomorrow if

that happens.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2006 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: CSHB 245(FIN)
(H) Publish Date: 2/10/06
Dept. Affected Administration

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction);

Title “An Act relating to registration and licensee fees..1 'RDU Division of Motor Vehicles
Component Mo'or Vehicles
Sponsor (H) ¢ -cial Committee MVA
Requester H cial Committee MVA Component No. 2348
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i |
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) (2.0) (2.0 (2.0) (2.0 (2.0 (2.0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health

1156 Rcpt Svcs 5.0
TOTAL 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2006) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’'s FY 2007 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate pago if necessary)
This bill will eliminate the 1-time fee paid by Recipients of the Purple Heart for special request license plates.

We project 50 new applicants annually. (50 x $30.00 = $1500.00 decrease in revenue)

This bill will also allow expand the free vehicle registration to include recipients of the Congressional Medal of
Honor (CMoH), current Prisoner's of War and the spouse of a current Prisoner of War. We project a small
number of applicants above the 21 Former Prisoner of War vehicle registrations recorded today

(5 X $100. = $500. decrease in revenue)

The one time contractual cost will provide necessary programming changes for the sale of the Purple Heart
plate. Also registration and registration renewal fee changes of vehicles owned by CMoH recipien.s.

Phone 269 5008

Prepared by:  Duane Bannock. Director
Dale/Time 1/30/2006 4:00pm

Division Motor Vehicles

Date

Approved by: Mike Tibbies. Deputy Commissioner
Agency Department of Administration

(Rovttod 0/7/2005 OMB) Page 1of 1



April 13, 2005 ReportNumber05.252

Vehicle Registration and License Plate Provisions for

Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients and Prisoners

of War

Prepared for Representative Bob Lynn

By Patricia Young, Manager

You wished to k"ow the number of states that offer free vehicle registration or license plates to

recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor You also wished to know the number of states

that provide similarly for current prisoners of war or their spouses

The attached table shows the results of our search of state laws on LEXIS. As you will see. we
identified 31 states that offer special license plates to Medal of Honor recipients. Of these, all but
one waive registration fees and provide such plates without charge or at a reduced rate. Four

also specify that a recipient's surviving spouse is eligible for the piates

We identified 40 states, including Alaska, that offer special license plates to former prisoners of
war All but seven waive registration fees and provide the plates without charge or at a reduced
rate. Twenty-nine specify that a prisoner's surviving spouse is also eligible.

Although some address persons missing in action, none of the state la' >s we identified address
current pnsoners of war or their spouses *

| hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have

questions or need additional information.

' Some states define "prisoner of war" namowiy: Georgia law. for example, defines the term as a veleran who was
held by enemy forces while serving in the U.S military in World War |, World War II, the Korean War. or the Vietnam War.
In a number of states, however, the term is defined more broadly. AJabarn.’ law, for example defines the term as a person
who, as a member ot the U S. armed forces, or while serving with aformal o S ally force or as a U.S civilian, was held
.. during ‘any armed conflict by forces hostile to the United States " Provisions for current prisoners would likely require a

similarly broad definition

State Cap/tot

907-465-3991 Alaska Legislature
Juneau. AK 99801

907-465-3908 (fax) Legislative Research Services
wJ legis state ak us/Resoerch/research_home Mm
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War Totals Army Navy Marines Air Force Coast Guard 1Posthumous
1cinil war 1522 1 1198 307 17 0 0 32
Indian Campaigns 426 426 0 0 0 0 13
Korea 1S71 15 0 9 6 0 0 0
fSpanish American 110 31 64 15 r 0 0 1
Samoa 4 0 | 3 0 0 0
Philippine Insurrection Se) u9 5 6 0 0 4
Philippine Outlaws 6 1 5 0 0 0 1 0
Boxer Rebellion 59 4 22 33 0 o 1 ]
Mexican Campaign 56 1 46 9 0 0 0
Ham 6 0 0 6 0 0 0
| Dominican Republic 3 0 0 3 0 0 0
World War | 124 95 21 8 0 0 33
i Main my-iyzo n 0 o . 0 0 0
Nicaraguan Campaign 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
World War Il 464 324 57 82 0 1 266
j Korean War 131 78 7 42 4 0 94
Vietnam 245 159 16 57 13 0 154
Somalia 2 2 0 0 0 0 2
Non-Combat | 193 3 185 5 0 0 5
Unknou ns 9 9 0 0 0 0 . 9
GRAND TOTALS 3459 2400 745 296 j 17 1 614

These tolas refI the total umber cf I\/Iedals Honor avvardey\t}lleé\llnetee 19g men received

ase con ourtee ot e meny celve fwo separat parate
actlons |ve recelve I\E Ph Me(fd?scﬂ?-b or the same actlon The
total number ot Medal ol I-bnor reC|p|ents i 3,

Total Meda's of Honor awarded 3459
Total number ol Medal ol Honor recipients: 3440
Total number ol double 'ecipienls 19

Imp//www atniy inil/cinli-pg/inolistais him 4/12/2003
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[
As oM3 April 2003, there are 137 living Medal ol Honor recipients.

Source Congres $onalllledalof,Honor 5ociety, 40 Patriots Point Rd, M Pleasant
SC 29464

Retuni tg_CMHX).n.Liij.c

Last updated 3 October 2003

Imp //www army inil/lcmh-pg/inohstats litin 4/12/2005
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A Brief History - The Medal of Honor1l mgng%'\ll'II](gﬁ?
Frequently Asked
OJeSth)nI\SA I'
The first formal system for rewarding acts of individual gallantry by (lie nation's fightin Gereral Miitary
men was establis_r%/ed by General Geo%ge Washington on ?Augu_styl ){ 2. Designedgto ! Informetion .
recognize "any singularly meritorious action," the award consisted of a purple cloth Issues a Policies
heart Records show that only three persons received the ward- Sergeant Elijah Churchill, - pegple a Records

Sergeant William Biown, and Sergeant Daniel Bissel Jr.

The Bad%I of Military Merit, & it was called, fell into oblivion until 1932, when General ghQU%“O”Sl
d

Douglas MacArthur, then Army Chief of Start',_i)_ressed for us revival Officially

remstituted on February 22, 1932, the now familiar Purple Heart was at first an Army

award, given to those who had been wounded in World War Tor who possessed a Oiner Questions’
Meritorious Service Citation Certificate. In 1943, the order was amended to |n<illude Sources

peisonnel of the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. Coverage was eventually
extended to include all services and “any civilian national” wounded while serving with

the Arined Forces

Although the Badge of Military Merit fell into disuse after the Revolutionary War, (he
idea ofa decoration for individual gallantry remained ihrougii the early 1800s In 147,
al ter the outhieak of the Mexican-American War, a "certificate of merit" was established
loi any soldier who dISt\I/f\]/gUIShed himself in action. No medal went with the honor Alter
the Mexican-American War, the award was discontinued, which meant theie was no
militaiy award with which to iccognize the nation's fighting men.

Earlxrin the Civil War, a medal for individual valor was proposed to General-in-Chief or
the Army Winfield Scott But Scott felt medals smacked of European aflectation and

killed the idea

The medal found support in the Navy, however, where it was felt recognition of coinage
in strde was needed. Public Resolution 82, containing a provision lor a Navy medi! ol
valor, was signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln on December 21, 1561 The
medal was "to be bestowed u?on such petty officers, seamen, landsmen, and M.u mes .is
shall most distinguish themselves by their gallantry and other seamanhke qualities during

the present war'

Shortly aftet this, a resolution similar in wording was introduced on behalf ol the Army
Signed into law July 12, 1862, the measure provided tor awarding a medal ol honor "io
such noncommissioned officers and privates as shall most distinguish themselves by then
gallantry in action, and other soldierlike qualities, duimg the present msuiiection "

Although it was created for the Civil War, Congress made the Medal ot Hanoi a
pei inanenrdecoration m 1363

Almost 3,400 men and one woman have received the award for hetoic actions in the
nation's battles since that time.

' Quoted from "Armed Forces Decorations and Awards," a publication o! the American
Forces Information Service Copies of the pamphlet are available upon request tm print
toi mat only), via the "DefcnseLINK Comment/Question Form™ in the  Questions

section.

imp /Avw delenscluik nnl/ljg/pis/med jaf.honor Inn. 41121200
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The Nation’'s Highest M ilitary Award

T he M edal of H on orr

The Bravest o fthe Brave

World War Il Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient
Lieutenant Audie L. Murphy

Major General "lIron Mike" O'Daniel, CG, 3rd Infantry Division, presents the Medal of
Honor to Lieutenant Audie L Murphy for heroism during World War II.

Audie Murphy was born on June 20, 1924, near Kingston (Hunt County) Texas, one of thirteen
children. On June 30, 1942, at the Federal Building in Dallas, Texas, Audie was inducted into the
United States Anny-Paratroopers. Audie had initially applied to the Marines but was tunned down
as be.ng underweight and too short. He received Ins basic training at Camp Wolters, Texas, and
advanced infantry training was carried out at Ft. Meade. Maryland. On March 3, 1943, Audie was
assigned to Company B. 1st Battalion. 15th Infancy. 3rd Infantry Division On May 7. 1943. lie was
piomoted to Private First Class; through subsequent promotions including Corporal, Seigeant, Stall
Sergeant, and finally on October 14. 1944. was given a battlefield commission to Second
Lieutenant. He was promoted to First Lieutenant after his Medal of Honor of Honor action.

tp //www ined.ilotlionor com/McdalOfHonorAudiel.Murphy him /1 m2000



i_un”. u3Muu.ii meum ur nonor Kecipient « Audie L. Murphy. America's Most Decorated War Hero Page 2 of 6

Before his 21st birthday, and after more than two years overseas, most of it front line duty, Atiche
Murphy returned home at the end of World War |l with every decoration for valor this country
could bestow. He participated in nine battle campaigns, including participating in the assault
landings at Sicily and Southern France. His fame earned him the title of "The most decorated

combat soldier of World War U."

Audie's string of decorations began on March 2. 1944 with the
Bronze Star Medal with "V" device for valorous conduct in
action against the enemy on the Anzio Beachhead, Italy. Tins
was followed with the Fust Oak Leaf Cluster on the Bronze Star
Medal for his exemplary conduct in ground combat on or about 8
May, 1944. Also at this time, Audie was awarded the Combat

Infantry Badge.

Alter landing near Ramatuelle in Southern France, Audie earned

the Distinguished Service Cross on 15 August, 1944. Audie

Murphy advanced inland with his squad but was halted by

intense machine gun and small arms fire from a boulder covered

hill to hts front. Acting 3lonc, he obtained a light machine gun

and in the ensuring due!, he was able to silence the enemy

weapon Killing two of it's crew and wounding the third As he

proceeded further up the draw, two Germans advanced toward

him they were quickly lolled. Still alone, Audie then dashed

further up the draw toward the ercmy strong point disregarding

the hail of bullets directed at him Closing m, he wounded two

more Germans with Carbine fire, killed two otheis in atire fight,

and forced the remaining five to surrender But it was during this

action that took the life of his dear friend. Lattie Tipton. So

devastated by this loss, that Audie co-dedicated Ins autobiographical book To Hell and Back" to
PVT Lattie Tipton and to PVT Jue Sieja who was killed in action on the Anzio Bcachhe.iJ in

January, 1944

On the morning of 2 October 1944, near the Cleurie Quarry, France, Audie inched Ins way over
mtigged terrain toward an enemy machine gun which had fired upon a group of American Officeis
on reconnaissance Getting to wiilun fifteen yards of the German gun. Audie stood up, jud
disregarding a burst of enemy fire, tlung two hand grenades into the position, killing fom Germans
and wounding three more thus destroying the position For this action, Audie was awarded the
Silver Star Just three days later, on October 5, 1944, on ahill in the Vosges Mountains near Le
Tholy, France, he earned an Oak Leaf Cluster to the Silver Star Carrying ar. SCR536 radio, and
alone, Audie crawled fifty yards under severe enemy machine gun and idle lire, to a point 200 y.iids
from a strongly entrenched enemy For an hour Audie Murphy duected artillery fire upon the
enemy, killing fifteen Germans and inflicting approximately thirty-five casualties.

A.udie Murphy’s three Purple Hearts recognize wounds
lie received on 15 September 15, 1944, m his action
near Genevreuvtlle, France, October 26, 1944 m
action near Les Rouges. Eaux. France, January 25,
1945, in action in the Colmar Pocket

Audie Murphy received a severe hip wound from a
German mortar on October 26, 1944. Tired of the
monotony of hospitjl life, he took it upon himself to
rejoin Company B He was still in astate of
convalescence on January 26, 1945 when Audie
earned the Nation's highest tribute for action in die

Riedwihr Woods near Holtzwihr. France The Third
Division was engaged in fierce fighting in the Colrnar Pocket which consisted of a heavily foitihed

bulge stretching from the Rhine into France. At midnight on January 25, Company B moved

tin ough the RicJwihr Woods, but fierce lighting reduced the company to two officers and about 28
men Despite five replacements, the company remained critically under strength. As the senior
unking officer, Audio was placed in charge of the company and was ordered to advance to the edge
ol the lorcst and hold tlie line until relieved Company B was supported by two lank dcsirovcis liom
the 601 si Tank battalion winch were attached to the 15th Infantry, but they would soon be out ol

action

'tip //w'w v mednloflionor com/MeJa!OfHonorAudicLMuiphy htm 4/12/2005
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The frozen ground was covered with 10-12 inches of snow; it was impossible for the men to dig in.
Audie's '-ompany was strung along a three hundred yard fiom at the edge of the woods. Company B
was in a defensiv e position when at 1400 hours, on January 26, 1945, the Germans began a fierce
attack from Holtzwihr. This assault consisted of six heavy Jagdpanther tanks supported by
approximately 250 German infantry attired in white snow capes. The first tank destroyer slid into a
drainage ditch and could not extricate itself The second TD received adirect hit from a German
88, killing the commander and gunner. Seeing that the situation was desperate, Audie ordered his
men to fali back to an alternate position. At this time, Audie began calling in artillery supported by a
field telephone through Battalion Headquarters. With his ammunition depleted, Audie decided to
mount the burning TD and employ it s .50 caliber machine gun After removing the dead TD
commander. Audie sprayed deadly fire upon the German infantry. With the TD in danger of
blowing up at any moment, the Germans gave u a wide berth. The black smoke streaming trom the
TD made it difficult for the Germans to see Audie, but it also reduced his view of the advancing
mtantry At this point, Audie called in more artillery support even though it was dangerously close
to his own position For an hour, Audie managed to kill or wound approximately 50 to 100 Gei mans
and confused the rest as to the source of the deadly fire The German tanks, lacking infaiitiy

support, were forced to withdraw. Audie jumped from the burning TD only to licai it explode
seconds later. Thus ended one of the most famous Medal of Honor actions of World War I1.

Following the presentation of the Medal of Honor on June 2.
1945. at an airfield near Werfen, Austria, Audie was also
awaided the Legion of Merit. In addition to the US awards.
Audie received the French Legion of Honor (Grade of
Chevalier), the Fiench Croix du Guene with Silver Star, the
French Cioix du Guerre with Palm and the Belgium Cioix du
Guen e 1940 with Palm Despite the weight and burden of his
medals, Audie always stated that the "the real heroes were the
ones with the wooden crosses."

On July 14, 1950, Audie was sworn in as a member of the
Texas national Guard s 36th Infantry Division and promoted to
the rank of Captain. He was promoted to the rank of Major on
February 14, 1956

Audie Murphy's fame earned hnn the cover of Life Magazine on July 16. 1945. His popular appeal
.ed him to afilm career in Hollywood He was in forty-four movies, mainly wester.is His most
noteworthy were "To Hell and Back. "The Red Badge of Courage,”" and The Untorgiven "

Audie was a passenger in an Aero Commander 6SOF. when it crashed in the Appalachian Mountains
12 miles northwest of Roanoke, Virginia on memorial Day weekend, May 28, 1971 He was buried
at Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors Audie's resting place is one of the mo.'

frequently visited sues at Arlington Theic were many tributes paid to Audie. mostly after his
untimely death In the end, Audie was destined to cast a longer shadow than most Medal of Honor

recipients

Visit the Audie L. Murphv Medal of Honor Tubule

Audie Murphy's Military Award List
Military Service Number (L 692 509
Medal of Honor

Distinquishe

Si vleorn (t) rvat Flrst Oak Leaf Cluster

Bro e Star I\/Ie IW|th "\ and First Oak Leaf Cluster
Pur Heart Wit Oaﬁ)ewc? Cluster

mX Outs an ng C|V|I|an Service Medal

Dlstln wshed Unlt Enblem with First Oak Leaf Cluster
American Campaign Medal

i" v < we 'nrtidor com/MedalOIlHonorAudicLMvirphy him

Page 3 0of 6
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uiiSicsmuiiui meoai ut Honor Recipient - Audie L. Murphy, America's Mosi Decorated War Hero

Eturoqgan -African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with One Silver
Bronz \A%Servlce Stars trepresenting nine campaigns) and one Bronze
{/\%)rrlﬁs tchJ a\?ault landi (W at Sicily and Southern France)

dof *es g%r;\%/lﬁ%é e\x,lmh Germany Clasp

at Infantry Badﬁ
Marksman Badge wiih Rifle Bar
Expert Badge with Bayonet Bar
USAOD ; Frencp Fourragog in Oolors f t ﬁjle Guerre
JFrenc Jon of Honor, G ?] e? aller
rench Cr |xdeGuerre \Mt ver Star

encih 0IX Ce uerre with P

! M?da 0 lee@te France
Ujvr e # : Belgian Croix ce GUerre 1940 Palm
Repiir.ied from a letter doled 7 Sepi 1079. fiom the Department of ihc Army. Office of ilic Adjutant Oenei.ll a ilie
Adiuuni General Center. Washington. D C 20)14. Subject Maj Audie Murphy - Auiimiizaiion loi Awauls and
Decoral ons

| World Wer Il Congressionel Meddl o Honor Rec'fveri Aude L My
Gereral Agtandger 2aicnoithe U5 7H1Amyoeoorasl.t Adie
M phy of Famrersit-e Taesv#htfe I\/th Honor It
Tothe mosi decorated Averican sader, hdlder of

deocraumfcrba/erya,etmlegmotnmt Herosefromthe rak d
H vjte to becorre aconpany commeander <030 mornths of conrbet duly

with the veteran third division

General Alexander Patch of the U S 7th Army decorates Lt Audie Murphy of Farmersvdle. Texas
wiih the Congressional Medal of Honor L: Muiphy is the most Jecorated American soldici, hold

of every decoration for bravery save the legion of merit He rose from the iank ot pnvj(r to become

acompany commander i> 30 months of combat duty with the veteran third division

Official Narrative
For Medal of Honor Recipient

MURPHY, AUDIE L.

CITATION: 2ND Li. Murphy commanded
Company B. which was attacked by 6 tanks and
waves of infantry. 2ND Lt Murphy ordered Ins
men to withdraw to prepared positions in a woods,
while lie lemained forward at Ins command post
and continued to give fire directions to the artillery

wu. evl.iiofiionoi ;on-'MedalGl HonorAadieLMurphy ktm

Page 4 ot 6
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~ungicssioMdi ivieuai ut nonor Kectpient - Audie L. Murphy, America's Most Decorated War Hero

v

by telephone. Behind him, to his right, | of our tank destroyers received a duect hit and began to
bum. Its crew withdrew to the woods. 2ND Lt. Murphy continued to direct artillery fiie which

killed large numbers of the advancing enemy infantry. With the enemy tanks abreast of his position.

2ND Lt. Murphy climbed on the burning tank destroyer, which was in da ger of blowing up at any
moment, and employed its .50 caliber machine gun against the enemy

He was alone and exposed to German fire from 3 sides, but his deadly
fits killed dozens of Germans and caused their infantry attack to waver
The enemy tanks, losing infantry support, began to fall back coran

hour the Germans tiied every available weapon to eliminate 2ND Lt
Murphy, but he continued to hold his position and wiped out a stjuad
winch was trying to creep up unnoticed on Ins tight flank. Germans
icached as close as 10 yards, only to be mowed down by Ins fire He
icceived aleg wound, but ignored it and continued the single-handed
fight until his ammunition was exhausted He then made Ins way to Ins
company, refused medical attention, and organized the company in a
counterattack which forced the Germans to withdraw. His directing of
ariillery fire wiped out many of the enemy, he kil’ed or wounded about
50 2ND Lt. Murphy's indomitable courage and 3refusal to give an

inch of ground saved his company from possible encirclement and
UestitJciion. and enabled it to hold the woods which had been the

enemy's objective.

Audie Murphy was a successful movie star earning his own star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame

eiijlotliunor coiuAiedalOfHonorAudicLMurphy him

Page 5 of O
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Vietnam War Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient Major Bernard Francis Fisher, USAF Page 1of 3

T h e M e dal o f H onor

The Bravest o fthe Brave

Vietnam War Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient
Major Bernar d Francis Fisher, USAF

Major Bernard Fisher was awarded the Medal of
Honor, the first airman in the Vietham War to receive
it It was presented by President Lyndon Baines
Johnson at the White House, Jan. 19, 1967.

MAJOR BERNARD FRANCIS FISIfER
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

loi conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk
cl his Lie abo.e and beyond the call of duty in

http /Avuw ir.cd-iiotlionor coin/BcrnardFislier.lum 4/12/2005



Vietham war t-ongiessional Medal of Honor Recipient Major Bernard Francis Fisher, USAF

il wivv.

Rank and organization: Major, U.S. Air Force, 1st Air
Commandos.

Place and date: Bien Hoa and Pieiku, Vietnam, 10 March 1966.
Eiueied service at. Kuna, Idaho.

Bom 11 January 1927, San Bernardino, Calif.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of
duty On (hat date, the special forces camp at A Sliau was under attack by 2,000 North Vietnamese
Army regulars. Hostile troops had positioned themselves between the airstrip and the camp. Other
hostile troops had surrounded the camp and were continuously raking it with automatic wejpons fire
from the sumounding lulls. The tops of the 1,500-foot hills were obscured by an SOO foot ceiling,
limiting aircraft maneuverability and forcing pilots to operate within range of hostile gun positions,
which often were able to fire down on the attacking aircraft. During the battle. May Fishei observed
a tellow' airman crash land on the battle-torn airstrip In the belief that the downed pilot was seriously
injuied and in imminent danger of capture. Maj. Fisher announced his intention to land on the jiisii ip
to etfect a rescue Although aware of the extreme danger and likely failure of such an attempt, he
elected to continue. Directing Ins own air cover, he landed his aircraft and taxied almosi the full
length of (he runway, which was littered with battle debris and parts of an exploded aircraft While
effecting a successful rescue of ihe downed pilot, heavy ground fire was observed, with 19 bullets
striking his aircraft. In the face of the withering ground fire, he applied power aiio. gained enough
speed to lift-off at the oveuun of e austrip. Maj. Fisher's profound concern for his lellow unman,
and at the nsk of Ins life above and beyond the call of duly are in the highest traditions o( the U S

An Force and reflect g'eat credit upon h.rnself and the Armed Forces of Ins countiv

« Venamvar O?orﬂ Vedal o Honor fleop enl Malor
Bemard Franos Hslier USAF

ledjlot’ionor com/BernardFisher him

Pjge 2 of 3
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Vietham War Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient Major Bernard Francis Fisher, USAF Page 30f 3

Medal of Honor recipient Colonel Bernard Fisher (USAF, Ret.) and USAF Chief of Staff
General Mike Ryan share a moment during a ceremony which took place at the Pentagon on

March 9, 1999.
If Bemie Fisher went into the airstrip at A Shau, his chances of coming out again would not be
good...
Into the Valley oi Fire
I LS - Constitution
H.ick it* \K J.il of Honoi
Eacty | History | Links | Recipients | Civil War

Visit our other sites

Aluun STBmmIAr»\M'« I M'mim lid,am! Bll rf Rithli IB.rTaILS"IdnJ ContfrMonii M.iijl | Inii.ird .
MW2J.I UisiontiL djuntnquInlou ulliiic | HrAutiV.ir 1Kattin Max | Mtd IOLUuuurIMuLtU/XutlIoulIUunIuU il 1
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World Wr 1 Congressional Medal of Honor Recipiem Sgl. Alvin C. York
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The Bravest o fthe Brave

World War | Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient
Sgt. Alvin C. York, US Army
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For God & Country
By Ed Knoebel
Post 27 Service Officer

1 have been a Service Officerfor the past thirty years and wanted to pass on
some things that | have learned in that time.

Doyou know what the oldest military decoration in the world is? It was
established by General George Washington atNewburgh, NY in August 1782
during the Revolutionary War and is awarded in the name ofthe President of
the United States. The recipient ofthis _badPe IS permitted topass guards and
sentinels without challenge. It is specifically a combat decoration and is the
only medal that can not be given toyoufor Somethingyou have done, but is
awarded to members o fthe armedforces who are wounded in war by the enemy.

Do | haveyou guessing? The answer is The Purple Heart. There is an
organization,formed in 1932 known as the “Military Order ofthe F?urﬁle
Hearty” that Is composed exclusively ofPurple Heart recipients. It is the only
veterans service organization comprised strictly of “combat’ veterans.

| fyou are like me, andforgot to duck, you should be registered with the VA and
be listed as a Category I'1 or I1l. [fyou haven 7 registeredyou are missing out
on having topay nothing (or a very minimal amount) o fmoney out ofyour own
pocketforyour medicine andyou should also be eligible to receive combatgay
&CRSQ. | fyou have not registeredyet askyour service officerfor a DD2860
orm and that willgetyou going to start receiving the benefitsyou deserve and

paid a high pricefor.

The next timeyou see a Purple Heart recipient, take the t“me to stop give a
snappy salute and thark themfor the sacrifice that he or she madefar God and

Country.



