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To: Senator TherriauIt, Chair
Senator Wagoner, Vice Chair 
Senator Huggins, Member 
Senator Davis, Member 
Senator Elton, Member

From: Representative Mike Chenault

Subject: Request for Senate State Affairs Committee Hearing

This office respectfully requests a hearing of the Senate Stale Affairs 
Committee on HB 201 “An act relating to an application for a permanent 
fund dividend for a member of the armed forces of the United States 
serving on active duty outside of the state: and providing for an effective 
date" at your earliest convenience.

If you have further questions on the scheduling of this committee 
hearing, please contact Sue Wright in Room 505 (907) 465-3779.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.

K e p n s e n li i l iv e  M ike C 'lic n n u lK iilc jl is .s t ii lc . ilk . iis
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04/22/05

To: Senator Therriault, Chair
Senator Wagoner, Vice Chair 
Senator Huggins, Member 
Senator Davis, Member 
Senator Elton, Member /

From: Representative Mike Chenault

Subject: Request for Senate State Affairs Committee Hearing

This office respectfully requests a hearing of the Senate State Affairs 
Committee on MB 201 “An act relating to an application for a permanent 
fund dividend for a member of the armed forces of the United States 
serving on active duly outside of the stale: and providing for an effective 
date" at your earliest convenience.

If you have further questions on the scheduling of this committee 
hearing, please contact Sue Wright in Room 505 (907) 465-3779.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.

Kepicseiiiiiiive Mike Chcmiiilirr/ Icjiis stiitc.iik.ov
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Sponsor Statem ent

IIH 201 “An act relating lo an application tor a perm anent fund dividend lor a 
m em ber o f the arm ed services o f  the United States serv ing  on active duty outside the 
state o f  A lask a”

The purpose o f  (his bill is lo permit the person who has pow er o f attorney for an 
individual who is serving on active duly with the United States armed services outside the 
slate o f  Alaska to sign and file a permanent fund application for said individual.

Kcp rc s c n l i i t i v c  M ik e  C h en j i i i l iw  leg is .sh i te .nk .t is



LEGAL SERVICES

(90/) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol 
Juneau,  Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M M arch 9, 2005

SUBJECT: Perm anent fund dividends for m embers o f  the armed forces; 
sectional sum m ary  (HB 201)

TO: Representative M ike Chenault, 
Co-chair, House Finance Comm ittee 
Attn: Erich DeLand

F R O M : Tam ara Brandt Cook 
Director /

Sec. 1. Permits another person to com plete and file a perm anent fund dividend 
application for a m em ber o f the United States armed forces who is serving outside o f  the 
country. The person must have a pow er o f  attorney from the m em ber o f  the armed forces 
that authorizes the person to file the application.

Sec. 2. The effective date is January 1, 2006, the day before the beginning o f  the filing 
period for 2006 perm anent fund dividend applications.

TBC:m ed
05-166.m ed



Erich Deland

From: Linda Zimmerman [Izimmerman@kpbsd.k12.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 10:24 PM
To: Erich Deland
Cc: troy.zimmerman@us.army.mil
Subject: HB 201 testimonial

E r i c h ,

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  w i l l  b e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  H B

2 0 1  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  1 7 .  : - (  I  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t o  b e  r e a d  4  k n o w  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  

h a v e  a  b i g g e r  i m p a c t  i f  I  w a s  t o  s p e a k  B e i n g  a  t e a c h e r  m a k e s  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  m e  t o  b e  

p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u  h a v e  d o n e  4  a l l  t h a t  R e p .  C h e n a u l t  h a s  d o n e  

w i t h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I  p r a y  t h a t  H B  2 0 1  g e t s  p a s s e d  q u i c k l y !

L i n d a

M y  n a m e  i s  L i n d a  Z i m m e r m a n .  I  a m  a  t e a c h e r  o n  t h e  K e n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  M y  h u s b a n d ,  T r o y ,  i s  a  

H i s t o r y  4  S p a n i s h  t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o c l  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  N i k i s k i .  W e  h a v e  3  y o u n g  

c h i l d r e n .  M y  h u s b a n d  i s  a l s o  a n  A l a s k a  N a t l .  G u a r d s m a n .  M y  h u s b a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  N a t l .  

G u a r d s  f o r  2 1  y e a r s !  A l t h o u g h  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  r e t i r e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 4  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  h i s  

2 0  y e a r  l e t t e r ,  h e  d e c i d e d  t o  s i g n  o n  f o r  m o r e  y e a r s  t o  s e r v e  h i e  c o u n t r y .

O n  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 4 ,  o u r  w o r l d  w a s  t o t a l l y  t u r n e d  u p s i d e  d o w n .  M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  b e i n g  d e p l o y e d  4

w o u l d  b e  o v e r s e a s  f o r  1 2  t o  1 8  m o n t h s  s e r v i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  A r m y .  N e v e r  i n  a  

m i l l i o n  y e a r s  d i d  I  e v e r  t h i n k  t h i s  w o u l d  h a p p e n  t o  m y  f a m i l y .  T h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  

e m o t i o n s  t h a t  w e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  i n i t i a l l y  4  s t i l l  a r e  g c i n g  t h r o u g h .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  

r o l l e r c o a s t e r  o f  e m o t i o n s ,  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  4  f r u s t r a t i o n s .

O n e  o f  t h o s e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  w a s  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 5  w h e n  I  g o t  a  c a l l  f r o m  m y  h u s b a n d  4  h e

i n f o r m e d  m e  h e  w o u l d  b e  h e a d i n g  " o u t "  s o o n .  I  p i c k e d  u p  m y  P e r m a n e n t  D i v i d e n  F u n d

a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k e t  4  a s k e d  h i m  t o  h e l p  m e  f i l l  o u t  h i s  s o  I  c o u l d  s u b m i t  i t  w i t h  t h e  

G e n e r a l  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  I  h a d .  I  w a s  t o l d  t h a t  i f  I  d i d  i t  o n l i n e  i t  w o u l d  b e  e a s y .  T h e  

p r o c e s s  w a s  a n y t h i n g  B U T  e a s y !  I  w a s  t o l d  v i a  e m a i l  t h a t ,

" D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  y o u  m a y  h a v e  a  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  f o r  y o u r  h u s b a n d ,  h e  i s  s t i l l  

p h y s i c a l l y  a b l e  t o  s i g n  h i s  o w n  a p p l i c a t i o n .  H e  w i l l  h a ” e  t o  s i g n  b e f o r e  h e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  

h i s  2 0 0 5  d i v i d e n d .  W h e n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  p r o c e s s e d ,  i t  w i l l  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t i a l  r e v i e w  

s t a g e ,  a n d  y o u r  h u s b a n d  w i l l  b e  m a i l e d  a  l e t t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  y o u r  h u s b a n d  a n d  h e  c a n  s i g n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  g e t  i t  U S P S  p o s t m a r k e d  b a c k  

t o  u s  b y  M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o  d o  t h a t .  O r ,  y o u  c a n  m a i l  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n u  

w e  w i l l  p r o c e s s  i t  a n d  s e n d  y o u r  h u s b a n d  a  s i g n a t u r e  p a g e .

P l e a s e  e n s u r e  y o u  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  s o  w e  n a v e  i t  f o r  o u r  

r e c o r d s  a n d  c a n  d i s c u s s  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i t h  y o u . "  ( t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  a c t u a l  r e j e c t i o n  e m a i l  

I  r e c e i v e d )

N o w ,  I  a m  a  p e r s o n  w h o  f o l l o w s  p r o t o c o l  &  r u l e s  a s  a  t e a c h e r ,  b u t  I  w a s  s o  f r u s t r a t e d  &  

c o n f u s e d  b y  t h i s  r e j e c t i o n  l e t t e r .  M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  g o i n g  i n t o  a  C o m b a t  Z o n e  4  t h e  P F D  

o f f i c e  w a s  m o r e  c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  f o l l o w  t h e  p r o p e r  p r o t o c o l !  I  k n e w  t h a t  I  w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  

m i l i t a r y  s p o u s e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s ,  s o  t h a t  i s  w h e n  I  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t a c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

M i k e  C h e n a u l t ' s  o f f i c e .  I  w a s  t o l a  a t  a  m e e t i n g  t h e  m o n t h  b e f o r e  m y  h u s b a n d  l e f t  t h a t  

h a v i n g  G e n e r a l  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  m e a n t  I  c o u l d  c o n d u c t  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  m y  

h u s b a n d ' s  p a r t .  I  e v e n  s e n t  t h e  P F D  o f f i c e  a  c o p y  o f  t i e  G e n e r a l  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  

p a p e r w o r k  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  2  s e t s  o f  o r d e r s  f o r  m y  h u s b a n d .  I  s e n t  1 3  p a g e s  o f  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  

t h a t  p r o v e d  t h a t  I  i n  f a c t  h a d  G e n e r a l  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  f o r  m y  h u s b a n d .  I n  t h e  n e x t  3  t o  

4  w e e k s ,  N E V E R  d i d  t h e  P F D  o f f i c e  l e a v a  a  m e s s a g e  a t  m y  w o r k  p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  h o m e  p h o n e  

n u m b e r  o r  m y  c e l l u l a r  n u m b e r .  A l l  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d .  I  f o u n d  t h i s  v e r y  i m p e r s o n a l .  A l l  o f  

x i y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e m  w a s  v i a  e m a i l .  I  t r i e d  c a l l i n g  t h e  P F D  o f f i c e  4  I  e v e n  l e f t  m e s s a g e s ,  

b u t  I  n e v e r  s p o k e  t o  a  h u m a n  b e i n g .

A l t h o u g h  m y  h u s b a n d  h a s  e m a i 1 / c o m p u t e r  a c c e s s ,  I  c a n  c o u n t  o n  1  h a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t i m e s  

m y  h u s b a a  h a s  e m a i l e d  m e  f r o m  I r a q .  T h e  s o l d i e r s  h a v e  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  t h e i r  t i m e  o n  t h e
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c o m p u t e r ' s ,  &  t h a t  t i m e  i s  o n l y  2 0  o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  l o n g .  I n t e r n e t  c o n n e c t i o n  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  b e  

t r i c k y  s i n c e  t h e y  u s e  j a m m e r s  f o r  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s ,  t h u r  b r e a k i n g  p h e n e  c o n n e c t i o n s .  T h e  

p o w e r  w a s  o u t  f o r  3  d a y s  r e c e n t l y  i n  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  a r e a ,  s o m e t h i n g  u n e x p e c t e d  f o r  t h e  

' o l d i e r s ,  a s  i s  t h  > s i t u a t i o n  i n  a n y  w a r .  T h e  s o l d i e r s  i r  T r a q  &  o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  

m i d d l e  E a s t  h a v e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  j o b  t o  d o .  F i l i n g  t h e i r  P F  o n l i n e  i s  t h e  L A S T  t h i n g  t h a t  

t h e y  w a n t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  d o i n g  a f t e r  a  1 2  h o u r  s h i f t  o f  m i l i t a r y  d u t y .  A l s o ,  y o u  c a n  

i m a g i n e ,  t h e  m a i l i n g  s y s t e m  c a n  b e  r a t h e r  s l o w  &  u n r e l i a b l e  w h e n  y o u  a r e  h a l f  w a y  a r o u n d  

t h e  w o r l d .

I  a m  v e r y  p r o u d  t o  s a y  t h a t  m y  h u s b a n d  i s  s e r v i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  a s  a r e  m y  c h i l d r e n .  I  k n o w  

t h a t  h e  h a s  a  l o n e  &  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  b e f o r e  h i m ,  j u s t  a s  w e  d o  o n  t h e  h o m e f r o n t .  T h e  P F D  

o f f i c e  h a s  N O  c l u "  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  w h e n  t h e y  a s k  f o r  m y  h u s b a n d ' s  s i g n a t u r e ,  

u s i n g  t h e  i n t e r n e -;  &  s e n d i n g  t h i n g s  v i a  e m a i l .  M y  h u s b a n d  i s  a  v e r y  b u s y  s o l d i e r ,  d o i n g  

w h a t  s o l d i e r s  d o  L n  a  c o m b a t  s i t u a t i o n .  T H I S  t a k e s  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  p h y s i c a l l y  f i l l i n g  o u t  a  

P F D  f o r m  T H A T  i s  w h a t  G e n e r a l  P o w e r  o f  A t t o r n e y  i s  f o r .

I t  i s  t i m e  t h a t  t n e  P F D  D e p t ,  t a k e  a  l o n g  h a r d  l o o k  a t  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  &  s e r i o u s l y  t h i n k  

a b o u t  m o d i f y i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e  r u l e s  &  p o l i c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  m i l i t a r y  

s p o u s e s  &  t h e i r  s o l d i e r s .  A s  t i m e  g o e s  b y ,  m o r e  &  m o r e  s o l d i e r s  f r o m  A l a s k a  a r e  b e i n g  

d e p l o y e d .  O t h e r  s p o u s e s  &  s o l d i e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s t r e s s  Sc h e a d a c h e s  I  h a v e  

h a d  t o  e n d u r e .  h e  s i t u a t i o n  w e  m i l i t a r y  w i v e s  a r e  i n ,  i s  s t r e s s f u l  e n o u g h !  I  b e g  y o u  t o  

p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  p a s s i n g  H B  2 0 1 ,  n o t  j u s t  f o r  m e ,  b u t  f o r  A L L  A l a s k a n  s o l d i e r s  &  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s .  M y  h u s b a n d  i s  s e r v i n g  h i s  c o u n t r y  f o r  g o o d n e s s  s a k e ,  d o e s n ' t  t h a t  m e a n  a n y t h i n g  

t o  a n y o n e  a n y m o r e ?

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e !

L i n d a  L .  Z i m m e r m a n  

4 / 5 t h  M u l t i a g e  E d u c a t o r  

S t u d e n t  C o u - c i l  C o o r d i n a t o r  

N i k i s k i  N c i ' . h  S t a r  E l e m e n t a r y

" T h e  6  P i 3 l a r s  o f  C H A R A C T E R  C O U N T S !  T r u s t w o r t h i n e s s ,  R e s p e c t ,  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  F a i r n e s s ,  

C a r i n g ,  &  C i t i z e n s h i p .  H a v e  y o u  h u g g e d  y o u r  P I L L A R S  > o d a y ? "
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rorrect use makes power of attorney useful tool
A power of attorney is a very 

powerful document where one person 
designates another person to act as 
their agent. A power of attorney can 
be very useful but, if misused, can also 
be damaging to the person granting the 
power.
The grantor becomes irrevocably 

bound by the actions of the agent who 
uses a valid power of attorney. A 
general power of attorney allows the 
agent to do almost anything in the 
name of the person giving the pertnis- 
skih.

Do I need a power of attorney?
If you are available to manage all of 

your affairs, then you do not need a 
power of attorney.
If you are deployed, TOY or 

otherwise unavailable to conduct your 
affairs, then you may need to give 
someone the power to conduct them 
for you.
With a power of attorney, your 

agent can act in your place.
Do not give someone a power of 

attorney unless it is absolutely neces­
sary.
Do not get a power of attorney 

simply because your chain of command 
v u need one It is important to 
si , grantee who is trustworthy and 
tellable.

There are two types o f powers o f 
attorney.
With a general power of attorney, 

your agent has the authority to manage 
and conduct all ofyour affairs This 
i n c l u d e s ,  b u t  ( a  n o t  t o :

sell, lease and Huv property for
mu

enter inio contracts for you. 
represent you in any claim or 

litigation involving you or your interests. 
>ign and cash checks for you, 
prepare, execute and tile tax 

returns.
receive money for you, and 
receive Leave and Earnings 

Statements.
There are limitations w ith a general 

lower of attorney

These limitations include:
■ Your grantee may not cancel your 

life insurance policies or change any of 
your beneficiaries.
■ Your grantee may not act for you 

when representing someone else.
- Your grantee may not change any 

allotments in your paycheck.
• All powers of attorney are subject 

to the acceptance policies of the 
organizations with which you are 
dealing. Some organizations may 
require a special power of attorney.
This is a limited power of attorney 

in which you give the grantee authority 
only to act for you in specific matters.
For example, you can give someone 

a special power of attorney to sign for 
government quarters or pick up your 
POV.
Army Emergency Relief requires a 

spcctal POA if you wish to give your 
agent authority to act on your behalf 
with (hem.
The Finance office docs not require 

a special POA but it docs require the 
use of specific language. So, while you 
can use either power of attorney with 
the Finance office, the language must 
be specific. Dependents with general 
powers of attorney may only obtain a 
Leave and Eamiags Statement from 
the Finance office.
If you want your agent to have 

broader authority to deal with the 
Finance office, you can have these 
options placed ut your GPOA 
- cash checks

c h a n g e  s a v i n g s  d e p o s i t  p r o g r a m

start allotment
stop savings deposit program 
change allotment 
stait thrift savings program 
slop allotment
change thrift saving; program 
file claims
stop thn ft sav ings program 
obtain service relief loan 
stop BAH
start savings deposit programs or 

change pay options such as monthly 
pay or direct deposit

All powers of attorney must be 
completed in ink. Do not sign until you 
are in the presence of the notary 
public.
It is U.S. A-my Alaska policy that 

powers of attorney not exceed one 
year. However, if you arc deploying 
for a pci .od of a year or more, your 
I’OA may be drafted to allow it to 
expire beyond the date of your ex­
pected redeployment
Ifyou find it necessary to give 

someone a power of attorney, give the 
most specific, least powerful, shortest 
duration power of attorney possible 
Retain a copy of the power of 

attorney for yourself Copies should 
not be certified.
Check with die person or place that 

v. iu intend to have the power of 
attorney used Make sure the power 
of attorney will be accepted and find 
out if any special language or instruc­
tions arc necessary Many businesses 
and institutions will not transact busi­
ness with agents using powers of 
attorney. No law requires them to do 
so.

Register the power of attorney with 
the clerk of courts at the court house ui 
the area where it is to be used. There 
is usually a fee for this
A power of attorney can be re­

voked at any time by the grantor.
The best way to revoke a power of 

attorney is to destroy it. Ifyou cannot 
destroy the pow er of attorney, the next 
best thing is to execute a revocation of 
jKiwcr of attorney
Have a copy served on the agent 

named in '.he power of attorney You 
should be able to prove that the agent 
was serv ed.
Finnish a copy of the revocation to 

any place you think the agent might use 
the pow er of attorney Make notificu 
tion of revocation ihrough an advertise­
ment in the appropriate newspaper 
Register the revocation with the 

clerk of cour. where the pow er of 
attorney might be used
Soldiers with questions concerning 

powers of attorney should contact their 
I egal Assistance Office at 384-0371 
for Fort Richardson or 153-6534 for 
Port Wamwnght.
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