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From: Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
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The House Military and Veterans’ Affairs Committee respectfully requests that House Bill 167
be scheduled in the Senate State Affairs Committee at your earliest convenience. Included in this

packet is the following information:

« Current Version of Bill
« Sponsor Statement

« Sectional Analysis

« Backup material

Thank you for your consideration


mailto:Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us

Alaska Sate Legislature |

Chair
Military and Veterans Affairs Conittee Aaska Stale Capitol
Jureau, AK 90801-1182

Member
Labor and Commerce Committee Phone: (907) 465-4931
State Affairs Committee Fax (907) 4654316
Eoon Dev, Int'l Trade & Tourism Toll Free: (800) 870-4301
Education Comnittee . H
Joint Armed Services Committee A Communlcatlon From Interim:
REPRESENTATIVE BOB LYNN 716 W 4hAve., #350
Finance Subcommittees C hairm an Anchorage, AK 99501-2133
Labor and Workforce Development . . .
Community and Econonic Development HOUSE M ilitary and Veterans’ Affairs Committee Phone-(907) 269-0205

Fax (907) 269-0207

Representative Bob Lynnyi'lcgis stale uk us

Military and Veterans' Affairs
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Death Certificates for Deceased Veteran

Sponsor Statement

HB 167 provides a death certificate without cost to a surviving spouse, next of kin, or other
relative of a deceased veteran. The hill is modeled after Arizona statute, and will provide one

certified copy to the eligible recipient.

HB 167 also creates the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program to allow the Adjutant
General 10honor deceased veterans who are residents of Alaska, by issuing to their family
memorial certificates. The certificate program is modeled after the Presidential Memorial
Certificate Program. It is the intent that the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program will
simply be a certificate given to surviving family members or other eligible recipients as defined,
acknowledging the State’s appreciation for the service of the deceased veteran. This portion of

the bill was previously in HB 166.

« The bill was amended on the House Floor to expand eligible recipient to include
veteran’s surviving spouse, next of kin, relative of deceased veterans or other

representative (trustee, administrator) of the veteran.

Sectional Analysis

Section | (7) outlines who is eligible to receive a free death certificate and indicates that one free
death certificate be issued to eligible recipient.

Section 2 adds the Governor’s Memorial Certificate Program to AS 26.10. It outlines the
procedure for the program

(b) (1) This section defines who is an “eligible individual” of a deceased veteran.

(b) (2) This section defines “veteran” as the meaning given in AS 26.10.080
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39-122. Free searches for and copies of public records to be used in claims....mst United States: liability
for noncompliance

A No state, county or city, or any officer or board thereofshall demand or receive a fee or compensation for
issuing certified copies of public records or for making search for them, when they are to be used in
connection with a claim for a pension, allotment, allowance, compensation, insurance or other benefits
which is to be presented to the United States or a bureau or department thereof.

B. Notaries public shall not charge for an acknowledgment to a document which is to be so filed or
presented.

C. The services specified in subsections A and B shall be rendered on request of an official of the United
States, a claimant, his guardian or attorney. For each failure or refusal so to do, the officer so failing shall be

liable on his official bond.
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Sec. 112. - Presidential memorial certificate
program
) Search Title 38

At the request of the President the Secretary may
conduct a program for nonoring the memory of deceased

veterans, discharged under honorable conditions, by Notes

preparing and sending to eligible recipients a certificate Updates

bearing the signature of tne President and expressing the Parallel authorities
country's grateful recognition of the veteran's service in the (CFR)

Armed Forces. The award of a certificate to one eligible Topical references

recipient will not preclude authorization of another certificate
if a request is received from some other eligible recipient.

(b)

For the purpose of this section an "eligible recipient”
means the next of kin, a relative or friend upon request, or
an authorized service representative acting on behalf of such

relative or friend
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SENATE CSFOR CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 167(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:

Referred:
Sponsor(s): HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS

ABILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 1 "An Act relating to providing a death certificate for a deceased veteran without cost;

2

3

and relating to a program to honor the memory of a deceased veteran."

I'BE ITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section I. AS 18.50.320 is amended lo read:

Sec. 18.50.320. Copies of data from vital records. Except as otherwise
provided and in accordance with the regulations adopted under AS 18.50.310,

(1) the bureau and the custodian of permanent local records shall, upon

request, issue a certified copy of a certificate or record in their custody, or a pan of it;

each copy issued must show the date of registration or recording, and copies issued

from records marked "delayed.” "amended," or "coun order" shall be similarly marked

and must show the effective dale;
(2) a certified copy of a certificate or a part of u issued in accordance

with (1) of this section is considered the original for all purposes and is prima facie
evidence of the facts stated: however. [PROVIDED THAT] the evidentiary value of a

- SCS CSHB 167(STA)
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certificate or record filed more than one year aft  ihe event, or a record that has been
amended, or a presumptive death certificate, shall be determined by the judicial or
administrative body or official before whom the certificate is offered as evidence;

(3) the National Office of Vital Statistics may be furnished the copies
or data it requires for national statistics if the bureau is reimbursed for the cost of
furnishing the data; the National Office of Vital Statistics may not use the data for
purposes other than statistical purposes unless authorized by the state registrar;

(4) federal, state, local, and other public or private agencies, upon
request, may be furnished copies or data for statistical purposes on the terms or
conditions prescribed by the bureau;

(5) a person or agency may not prepare or issue a certificate or part of
a certificate that purports to be an original, certified copy, or copy of a certificate of
birth, death, fetal death, or marnage, except as authorized in this chapter or the
regulations adopted under it;

(6) upon request,the bureau shall furnish a copy of a certificate or
recordregistered by the bureau to the child support services agency created in
AS 25.27.010, or the child support enforcement agency of another state, for child
support purposes authorized under law; such a certificate or record that is prepared or
maintained in an electronic data base may be supplied by providing the requesting
agency with a copy of the electronic certificate or record and a statement certifying its
contents®

(7) upon request and without cost to the individual making the
request, thebureau shall issue one certified copy of the death certificate of a
veteran to an eligible recipient for the purpose of satisfying an eligibility
requirement for a benefit related to the death of the veteran; in this paragraph,
"eligible recipient” and "\eteran" have the meanings given in AS 26.10.085.

*Sec. 2. AS 26.10 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 26.10.085. Governor's memorial certificate program, (a) Upon request
of the governor, the adjutant general of the Department of Military and Veterans'
Affairs may conduct a program for honoring the memory of a deceased veteran, who
was a resident of the state and was discharged under honorable conditions, by

SCS CSHB 167(STA) -2-
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preparing and sending to an eligible recipient a certificate bearing the signature of the
governor and expressing the state's grateful recognition of the veteran's service. The
award of a certificate to one eligible recipient does not preclude authorization of
another certificate if a request is received from another eligible recipient.

(b) The Department of Military and Veterans' Affairs shall determine the form
and content of the certificate and may adopt regulations necessary to administer the

program.

(¢) In this section,
(1) "eligible recipient" means the veteran's surviving spouse, or next of

kin, or relative of the deceased veteran, the deceased veteran's heir or devisee, and the
administrator, executor, personal representative, foreign personal representative,
beneficiary, conservator, fiduciary, special administrator, successor personal
administrator, or trustee of the deceased veteran's estate;

(2) "veteran" means an individual who
(A) is on active duty or has received an honorable or general

discharge from a branch of the aimed services of the United States, tne Alaska
Scouts, the Alaska Territorial Guard, the Alaska A~my National Guard, the
Alaska Naval Militia, or a reserve unit of the United States armed iorces in

Alaska; and
(B) was a resident of Alaska at the time of the individual’s

death.

-3- SCS CSHB 167(STA)
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Presidential Memorial Certificates
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A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) isan engraved paper
certificate, signed by the current President, to honor the memory of

honorably discharged deceased veterans.

History
This program was initiated in March 1962 by President John F

Kennedy and has been continued by all subsequent
Presidents. Statutory authority for the program is Section 112,
Title 38, of the United States Code.

Administration
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the PMC

program by preparing the certificates which bear the
President"s signature expressing the country 3 grateful
recognition of the veteran®s service in the United States Armed

Forces.



Eligibility
Eligible recipients include the deceased veteran 3 next of kin
and loved ones. More than one certificate may be provided.
Application
Eligible recipients, or someone acting on their behalf, may
apply fora PMC inperson atany VA regional office or by U.S.

mail only. Requests cannot be sent via email. There isno form
Please be sure to enclose a

to use when requesting a PMC.
irtificate. Please

copy of the veteran®s discharge and death
submit copies only, as we cannot return original documents.
We are presently receiving mail at our Washington, D.C.
address, however mail delivery is considerably slower than
normal .

Ifyou would like to request a Presidential Memorial Certificate,
or ifyou requested one more than eight (8) weeks ago and
have not received ityet, we ask that you either;

1. Fax your request and all supporting documents (copy of
discharge and death certificate) to: (202) 565-8054, or

2. Mail your request and all supporting documents using either
the U.S. Postal Service or a commercial mail service, such as
one of the overnight or express mail delivery services, to:

Presidential Memorial Certificates (402E12)
Department of Veterans Affairs
310 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420-0001

Ifyou have any questions about a certificate you have
received, a request you have already sent in, or about
the program ingeneral, you may call (202) 565-4964. Or
you may email us at:

PMC@mail.va.gov
PLEASE NOTE: The above telephone number and
email address are for questions about the Presidential
Memorial Certificate Program only. We do not accept e-
mail requests. All requests must be in writing.
Veteran Service Officers and Funeral Homes -Please
contact us at (202) 565-4259 or (202) 501-2004 for
information about submitting requests.
We do not administer other VA programs or have access
to other VA records. For assistance with other VA
benefits or records please use the "Contact the VA" link

below. Or call your Regional office at:

- 1-800-827-1000



