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Re: House Bill 167, D eath C ertificate for D eceased V eterans

T he H ouse M ilitary  and V eterans’ A ffairs C om m ittee respectfu lly  requests that H ouse Bill 167 
be scheduled in the Senate State A ffairs C om m ittee at your earliest convenience. Included in this 
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• C urrent V ersion o f  Bill
• Sponsor Statem ent
• Sectional A nalysis
• Backup m aterial

Thank you for your consideration
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R e p re se n ta tiv e  B o b  L yn n y i'lcg is  s ta le  uk us

C S HB 167 (STA )
D eath  C e rtif ic a te s  fo r D eceased V e te ran

S p o n so r S ta tem en t

HB 167 provides a death  certificate w ithout cost to a surviving spouse, next o f  kin, or o ther 
relative o f  a deceased veteran. The hill is m odeled after A rizona statute, and w ill provide one 
certified copy to the elig ible recipient.

HB 167 also creates the G overnor’s M em orial C ertificate Program  to allow  the A djutant 
General 10 honor deceased veterans who are residents o f  Alaska, by issuing  to their fam ily 
m em orial certificates. T he certificate program  is m odeled after the Presidential M em orial 
C ertificate Program . It is the intent that the G overnor’s M em orial C ertificate  Program  will 
sim ply be a certificate given to surviving fam ily m em bers or o ther elig ib le recipients as defined, 
acknow ledging the S ta te’s appreciation for the service o f  the deceased veteran. T his portion o f  
the bill w as previously  in HB 166.

« The bill w as am ended on the House Floor to expand eligible recipient to include 
veteran’s surv iving  spouse, next o f  kin, relative o f  deceased veterans or other 
representative (trustee, adm inistrator) o f  the veteran.

S ectional A nalysis

Section  I (7) ou tlines w ho is eligible to receive a free death certificate and indicates that one free 
death certificate be issued to elig ible recipient.

Section  2 adds the G o v ern o r’s M em orial C ertificate Program to AS 26.10. It outlines the 
procedure for the program

(b) (1) This section defines who is an “eligible individual” o f  a deceased veteran.

(b) (2) This section defines “veteran” as the m eaning given in AS 26.10.080
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Printer Friendly Version Page 1 o f 1
39-122. Free searches for and copies o f  public records to be used in c la im s .. ...m st U nited States: liability 
for noncom pliance

A No state, county  or city, o r any officer o r board thereo f shall dem and or receive a fee or com pensation for 
issuing certified copies o f  public records o r for m aking search  for them , w hen  they  are to be used in 
connection w ith a claim  for a pension, allo tm ent, allow ance, com pensation , insurance or o ther benefits 
w hich is to be presented  to the U nited States o r a bureau or departm ent thereof.

B. N otaries public shall not charge for an acknow ledgm ent to a docum ent w hich  is to be so filed or 
presented.

C. The services specified in subsections A and B shall be rendered on request o f  an official o f  the United 
States, a claim ant, his guardian  or attorney. For each failure or refusal so to do, the officer so failing shall be 
liable on his official bond.

A r i z o n a ,  ^ i s e
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S e c .  1 1 2 .  -  P r e s i d e n t i a l  m e m o r i a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  
p r o g r a m

(a)

A t the  re q ue s t o f the  P resident the  S ecre ta ry  m ay 
co n d u ct a p rogram  fo r nonoring the  m em ory  o f deceased 
v e te ra n s , d ischarged under honorable  cond itions, by 
p re pa rin g  and sending to  e lig ib le rec ip ien ts  a ce rtifica te 
bearing  th e  s igna tu re  o f tne President and expressing the 
c o u n try 's  g ra te fu l recognition  o f the  ve te ran 's  service in the 
A rm e d  Forces. The aw ard o f a ce rtifica te  to one eligible 
re c ip ie n t w ill no t preclude au thoriza tion  o f a n o the r certifica te 
if a re q ue st is received from  som e o th e r e lig ib le  recip ient.

(b )

For the  purpose o f th is  s e c t io n  an "e lig ib le  rec ip ien t" 
m eans the  n e x t o f k in, a re la tive  o r friend upon request, o r 
an a u th o rize d  service rep resen ta tive  acting on behalf o f such 
re la tive  o r friend

Search this title :

Search Title 38

Notes
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Parallel au th o ritie s 
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S E N A T E  CS F O R  CS F O R  H O U S E  B IL L  N O . 167(STA )

IN T H E  LEG ISLA T U R E OF TH E  ST A T E  O F ALA SK A

T W E N T Y -FO U R T H  L EG ISLA TU R E - SE C O N D  SESSIO N

BY THE SENATE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 II "A n  Act re la tin g  to p ro v id in g  a  d ea th  ce rtif ic a te  fo r  a  d eceased  v e te ra n  w ith o u t cost;

2 a n d  re la tin g  to  a  p ro g ra m  to h o n o r  th e  m em ory  o f  a  d eceased  v e te ra n ."

3 II B E  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* Section I. AS 18.50.320 is am ended lo read:

Sec. 18.50.320. C op ies o f d a ta  fro m  v ita l re c o rd s . Except as otherw ise 

provided and in accordance with the regulations adopted under AS 18.50.310,

(1) the bureau and the custodian o f perm anent local records shall, upon 

request, issue a certified  copy o f a certificate or record in their custody, or a pan  o f  it; 

each copy issued m ust show  the date of reg istration  or recording, and copies issued 

from records m arked "delayed." "am ended," or "coun  order" shall be sim ilarly  m arked 

and must show  the effective dale;

(2) a certified  copy o f a certificate or a part o f u issued in accordance 

with (1) o f  this section is considered the original for all purposes and is prim a facie 

evidence o f  the facts sta ted : h o w ev er. [PR O V ID ED  TH A T] the evidentiary  value o f a

L
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certificate o r record filed m ore than one year aft ihe event, or a record  th a t has been 

am ended, o r a presum ptive death certificate, shall be determ ined by  th e  judicial or 

adm inistrative body or official before w hom  the certificate is offered as evidence;

(3) the National Office o f Vital Statistics m ay be fu rnished  the copies 

or data it requires for national statistics if the bureau is reim bursed  fo r the cost of 

furnishing the data; the N ational O ffice o f Vital Statistics m ay not use the data for 

purposes o ther than statistical purposes unless authorized by the state registrar;

(4) federal, state, local, and other public o r p rivate agencies, upon 

request, m ay be furnished copies or data for statistical purposes on the terms or 

conditions prescribed by the bureau;

(5) a person or agency m ay not prepare or issue a certificate  or part of 

a certificate that purports to be an original, certified copy, o r copy o f a certificate of 

birth, death , fetal death, or m arnage, except as authorized in th is chap ter or the 

regulations adopted under it;

(6) upon request, the bureau shall furnish a copy o f a certificate or

record registered by the bureau to the child support services agency  created in

AS 25.27.010, or the child support enforcem ent agency o f another state, for child 

support purposes authorized under law; such a certificate or record that is prepared or 

m aintained in an electronic data base m ay be supplied by provid ing  the requesting 

agency with a copy of the electronic certificate or record and a statem ent certifying its 

contents^

(7) upon  req u est and  w ith o u t cost to the in d iv id u a l m a k in g  the

req u es t, th e  b u re a u  shall issue one ce rtified  copy o f th e  d e a th  c e rtif ic a te  of a

v e te ran  to an  elig ible rec ip ien t fo r th e  p u rp o se  o f  sa tis fy in g  a n  eligibility  

re q u ire m e n t fo r a benefit re la ted  to th e  d e a th  o f the v e te ra n ; in th is  p a ra g ra p h , 

"e lig ib le  re c ip ie n t"  and  " \e t e r a n "  have th e  m ean ing s given in AS 26.10 .085 .

* Sec. 2. AS 26.10 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 26.10.085. G o v e rn o r 's  m em o ria l c e rtific a te  p ro g ra m , (a) Upon request 

o f the governor, the adjutant general o f the D epartm ent o f M ilitary  and Veterans' 

Affairs m ay conduct a program for honoring the m em ory o f a deceased veteran, who 

was a resident o f the state and was discharged under honorable conditions, by

SCS CSHB 167(STA) -2-
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preparing  and sending to an elig ib le recipient a certificate bearing  the signature of the 

g overnor and expressing the state 's grateful recognition o f the veteran 's service. The 

aw ard o f a certificate to one elig ib le recipient does not preclude authorization o f 

ano ther certificate if a request is received from another eligible recipient.

(b) The D epartm ent o f M ilitary  and V eterans' Affairs shall determ ine the form 

and content of the certificate and m ay adopt regulations necessary  to adm inister the 

program .

(c) In this section,

(1) "eligible recipient" m eans the veteran's surv iving  spouse, or next o f 

kin, o r relative o f the deceased veteran, the deceased veteran's heir o r devisee, and the 

adm inistrator, executor, personal representative, foreign personal representative, 

beneficiary, conservator, fiduciary , special adm inistrator, successor personal 

adm inistrator, or trustee o f the deceased veteran's estate;

(2) "veteran" m eans an individual who

(A) is on active duty or has received an honorable or general 

discharge from a branch o f the aim ed services o f the U nited S tates, tne Alaska 

Scouts, the A laska T erritorial Guard, the A laska A~my N ational Guard, the 

A laska Naval M ilitia, o r a reserve unit of the U nited S tates arm ed iorces in 

Alaska; and

(B) was a resident of Alaska at the tim e o f the individual’s

death.

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 24-LS0605VL
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A  Presidential Memorial Certificate ( P M C )  is a n  engraved paper 

certificate, signed by the current President, to honor the m e m o r y  of 

honorably discharged d e c e a s e d  veterans.

H istory
This p r o g r a m  w a s  initiated in M a r c h  1 9 6 2  by President John F 

K e n n e d y  a n d  has been continued by all subsequent 

Presidents. Statutory authority for the p r o g r a m  is Section 112, 

Title 38, of the United States Code.

A d m in i s t r a t i o n
T h e  Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) administers the P M C  

p r o g r a m  by preparing the certificates which bear the 

President's signature expressing the country’s grateful 

recognition of the veteran's service in the United States A r m e d  

Forces.



Eligibility
Eligible recipients include the d e c e a s e d  veteran’s next of kin 

and loved ones. M o r e  than o n e  certificate m a y  be provided.

A p p l i c a t i o n
Eligible recipients, or s o m e o n e  acting o n  their behalf, m a y  

apply for a P M C  in person at a n y  V A  regional office or by U.S. 

mail only. Requests cannot b e  sent via email. There is n o  form 

to use w h e n  requesting a P M C .  Please b e  sure to enclose a 

copy of the veteran's discharge a n d  death irtificate. Please 

submit copies only, as w e  cannot return original documents. 

W e  are presently receiving mail at our Washington, D.C. 

address, however mail delivery is considerably slower than 

normal.

If you would like to request a Presidential Memorial Certificate, 

or if you requested o n e  m o r e  than eight (8) w e e k s  ago a n d  

have not received it yet, w e  ask that you either;

1. F a x  your request a n d  all supporting d o c u m e n t s  (copy of 

discharge and death certificate) to: (202) 565-8054, or
2. Mail your request a n d  all supporting d o c u m e n t s  using either 

the U.S. Postal Service or a commercial mail service, such as 

o n e  of the overnight or express mail delivery services, to:

Presidential Memorial C ertificates (402E12)
Department o f V eterans Affairs 

810 Vermont A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20420-0001

If you have any questions about a certificate you have 

received, a request you h a v e  already sent in, or about 

the program in general, y o u  m a y  call (202) 565-4964. Or 

you m a y  email us at:

P M C @ m a i l .  va.gov 

P L E A S E  N O T E :  The a b o v e  telephone n u m b e r  and 

email address are for questions about the Presidential 

Memorial Certificate P r o g r a m  only. W e  d o  not accept e- 

mail requests. All requests m u s t  b e  in writing.

Veteran Service Officers a n d  Funeral H o m e s  - Please 

contact us at (202) 565-4259 or (202) 501-2004 for 

information about submitting requests.

W e  do not administer other V A  pro g r a m s  or have access 

to other V A  records. For assistance with other V A  

benefits or records please use the "Contact the V A "  link 

below. O r  call your Regional office at:

- 1-800-827-1000


