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SCR 7: C il and Gas Regulatory Revisions 
Sponsor Statement

T h e  S e n a te  and H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C o m m it te e s  h e ld  a jo in t c o m m it te e  
m e e t in g  in K e n a i in F e b ru a ry 2 0 0 5 .

T h e  p u rp o s e  o f th e  m e e t in g  w a s  to re c e iv e  te s t im o n y  fro m  in d iv id u a ls  a n d 
c o m p a n ie s  d o in g  o il a n d /o r n a tu ra l g a s b u s in e s s  in th e  C o o k In le t b a s in . 
T h e  c o m m it te e  h e a rd  c o m m e n ts  a n d s u g g e s t io n s  on m e th o d s  to  im p ro v e  
th e  b u s in e s s  c o n d it io n s  in th e  o il a n d  n a tu ra l g a s in d u s try .

O n e  o f th o s e  s u g g e s t io n s  w a s th e  n e e d to c o n t in u e  to s t re a m lin e  th e  
re g u la to ry  p ro c e s s fo r o il a n d g a s e x p lo ra t io n .

E x p lo ra t io n  is c r it ic a l to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t a n d p ro d u c t io n  o f n e w  f ie ld s  a n d 
a tte n t io n  to  th e  p e rm it t in g  p ro c e s s e s  a n d th e  e ffo r ts  a n d c o s ts  o f th o s e  
p ro c e s s e s  is n e c e s s a ry  in o rd e r to  a s s u re  c o n t in u e d  e x p lo ra t io n  e ffo r ts .

T h is  re s o lu t io n  re c o g n iz e s  th e  e ffo r ts  u n d e r ta k e n  b y G o v e rn o r M u rk o w s k i 
s in c e  h is a d m in is tra t io n  to o k o ff ic e  in D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 2  a n d e n d o rs e s  
o n g o in g  e ffo r ts  to c o n t in u e  to re v ie w  a nd re v is e  re g u la t io n s  .0 s tre a m lin e  
th e  e x p lo ra to ry  o il a n d g a s p ro c e s s .

Senator Fred Dyson 
Senator Bert Stedman 
Senator Gretchen Guess
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Spor -or Statement 
SCR C: COOK INLET OIL & GAS PLATFORM ABANDONMENT

T h e  S e n a te  a n d H o u s e  R e s o u rc e s  C om m it te e s he ld a jo in t c o m m it te e  
m e e tin g  in K e n a i in F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 5 . T h e  p u rp o s e  o f th e  m e e tin g  w a s to 
re c e iv e  te s t im o n y fro m  in d iv id u a ls  a n d c o m p a n ie s  d o in g  o il a n d /o r n a tu ra l 
g a s b u s in e s s in th e  C o o k In le t b a s in .

T h e  c o m m it te e  h e a rd  c o m m e n ts  a n d s u g g e s t io n s on m e th o d s to im p ro v e  
th e  b u s in e s s c o n d it io n s  in th e  o il a n d n a tu ra l g a s in d u s try . O n e  o i th o s e  
s u g g e s t io n s w a s th e  n e e d to p ro v id e  fc r re g u la t io n s on th e  a b a n d o n m e n t 
o f th e  p la t fo rm s in th e  C o o k In le t.

P ro d u c t io n  in th e  C o o k In le t h a s d e c lin e d  s in c e  th e  d a te  th e  p la t fo rm s  w e re  
in p la c e  in th e  1 9 6 0 ’s. F o u r o f th e  s ix te e n  p la t fo rm s a re  “ l ig h th o u s e d ” a n d 
in a c tiv e . H ow e v e r, it is p o s s ib le  th a t th e  p la t fo rm s co u ld  be in s tru m e n ta l in 
re v e rs in g  th e  d e c lin in g  p ro d u c t io n  tre n d . T h e  p la t fo rm s c o u ld  be u s e d to 
d rill n ew , d e e p e r w e lls  a nd m ig h t ta p  in to la rg e r f ie ld s  th a n  h a v e  b ee n 
d e v e lo p e d  to da te .

In 1996 , th e  A la s k a  O il a nd G a s C o n s e rv a t io n  C om m is s io n  (A O G C C ) 
p ro p o s e d  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f re v is e d  p la tfo rm  a b a n d o n m e n t re g u la t io n s . 
H o w e v e r , a d e c is io n  b y th e a tto rn e y g e n e ra l in d ic a te d  th a t th e  D e p a r tm e n t 
o f N a tu ra l R e s o u rc e ^ (D N R ) a nd n o t th e  A O G C C  w a s re s p o n s ib le  fo r 
d e v e lo p in g  re g u la t io n s .

T h is re s o lu t io n  u rg e s th e  G o v e rn o r to d ire c t th e  D N R  to u n d e r ta k e  a 
c o m p re h e n s iv e  re v ie w  o f th e  p la tfo rm  a b a n d o nm e n t.
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