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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e m a t e
S e s s io n : Interim:
State Capitol i 1 1 9  N. Cushm an, Suite 201
Juneau, Alaska 9 9 8 0 1* 1 18 2  I I k S * - . ' ^ g  I Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 465-2327 (907) 4 56 -8 16 1
(907) 465-5241 Fax Sena to r_R a lp ri_Seek in sttleg is. state, ak.us

Senator Ralph Seekins

District D

___________ Senate Bill 85 Sponsor Statement___________
“An Act repealing the ban on the use of certain off-road vehicles within five miles o f the 
right-of-way of the James Dalton Highway.”

A substantial portion of Alaska’s landmass lies on the north side of tl.e Yukon River. Only one 
road exists in that entire area -  the Janes Dalton Highway. Current law, with very limited 
exceptions, unilaterally bans the use of ofr-road vehicles within five miles of the highway’s 
right-of-way starting at mile 57 (the Yukon River crossing) and extending 357 miles north to the 
Arctic Ocean.

This law (AS 19.40.210) essentially prohibits access for average Alaskans to recreate on tens of 
millions of acres of public lands that would otherwise be open to their use. Senate Bill 85 
removes the prohibition on the use of off-road vehicles within the five mile right-of-way of the 
Dalton Highway 12 months after the bill becomes law.

With the removal of the ban, this legislation clears ihe way for land owners to develop and 
implement land use plans for the first time. Then, in accordance with these plans, campgrounds, 
trails and public-use cabins could be built ail while protecting sensitive areas. In this respect it 
would be no different from many other parts of the state where multiple user groups co-exist 
while maintaining certain restrictions where necessary.

On the Dalton, the fact is the Bureau of Land Management already has turnouts, restrooms and 
visitor centers constructed to accommodate increased public interest in this pan of Alaska. 
Planned, orderly recreational development along the Dalton is not a matter of time —  it’s a 
reality today. W hat’s more, the BLM has already prepared a Dalton Highway management plan. 
But it’s been sitting on a shelf since 1991 waiting for the slate to remove the outdated ban on off 
road vehicles.

Continued prohibition of off-road vehicles will oii'.y foster an increasingly untenable situation. 
The Dalton is attracting more and more visitors. It’s only reasonable to expect this to continue on 
a year-round basis. Furthermore, dropping the ban would allow state agencies to continue doing 
valuable research work without being placed in the awkward position of violating state law.

Current law essentially requires that you be either wealthy enough to fly, or healthy enough to 
walk, into vast areas o f public lands north of the Yukon. SB 85 will open this area io the rest of 
us as well.

1/31/05
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Off-road vehicles are prohibited on land within five miles of the right-of-way of the highway. However, 
this prohibition does not apply to

(1) off-road vehicles necessary for oil and gas exploration, development, production, or 
transportation;

(2) a person who holds a mining claim in the vicinity of the highway and who must use land within 
five miles of the right-of-way of the highway to gain access to the mining claim; or

(3) the use of a snow machine to travel across the highway corridor from land outside the corridor 
to access land outside the other side of the comdor; this paragraph does not permit the use of a snow 
machine for any purpose within the corridor if the use begins or ends within the corridor or within the 
right-of-way of the highway or if the use is for travel within the corridor that is parallel to the right-of- 
way of the highway; in this paragraph, "highway corridor" means land within five miles of the right-of- 
way of the highway.

Sec. 19.40.290. Definitions.

In this chapter

(1) [Repealed, Sec. S3 ch 30 SLA 1996].

v2) "highway" means the secondary highway from the Yukon River to the Arctic Ocean.

Chupur 19.45. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, DEFINITIONS AND PENALTIES

See. 19.45.001. Definitions.

In AS 19.05- AS 19.40

(1) "commissioner" means the commissioner of transportatior and public facilities;

(2) "construction" or any denvation means construction, reconstruction, alteration, improvement or 
major repair;

(3) "controlled-access facility" means a highway especially designed for through traffic, and over, 
from, or to which owners or occupants of abutting land or other persons have either no right or easement 
or only a controlled right or easement of access, light, air, or view;

(4) "cost of change, relocation, or removal" means the entire cost incurred by the utility properly 
attributed to the change, relocation, or removal of a facility, less any costs for improvements or 
upgrading over and above the cost of a functionally equal facility; if a facility is to be relocated and 
replaced with new equipment, there shall also be subtracted from the entire cost any salvage value 
derived from the old facility;

(5) "department" means the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities;

(6) "encroachment" means and includes a tower, pole, pole line, pipe, pipeline, driveway, private

Sec. 19.40.210. Prohibition of off-road vehicles.
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Brian Hove
From:
S»nt:
To:
Subject:

David Stoller [stoller@ga.net]
Monday, February 07, 2005 8:24 PM 
Brian Hove
Re; Senate Bill 85 Dalton Highway Corridor

Attachments: ATT2364645.htm

\lT23M645.htm (3 
KB)

B r ia n ,

I have included below a letter in support of SB 85. If you would keep me informed about 
the progress of this bill I would appreciate it. Also, if you could let me know if it is 
ever scheduled for any testimony by teleconference, I will try to attend or send someone 
else. Thanks

David Stoller

Senator Seekins,

I am writing in support of your Senate Bill 85 repealing Alaska Statute 19.40.210. 1 am
skeptical that AS 19.40.210 was ever a necessary law and it certainly isn’t necessary 
today. This bill, in my opinion, is simply a matter of whether or not the public should 
have reasonable access to millions of acx'es of public land. I (and several of my friends) 
would argue that they should.

The key here is "reasonable". I certainly don't think that people should be allowed to 
take any off road vehicle (ORV) they want, anywhere they want, at any time. However, 
neither is there any reason for the current blanket prohibition of no motorized access at 
any time. Additionally, it seems rather contradictory for the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources (ADNR) to do a study and determine that they can lessen restrictions for 
driving multi-ton oil exploration and development equipment across the tundra with no 
damage concerns, while at the same time the legislature is saying the public can't ride a 
500 pound snowmachine across there. The entire Dalton Hwy Corridor lies on ground managed 
by either the Federal Bureau of Land Management (BLM) or the ADNR. These two land 
management agencies have ample regulatory powers available to them to allow motorized 
access while still providing protection for the natural resources involved. Having 
specific regulations such as seasonal restrictions, size or weight restrictions, limiting 
ATVs to existing trails, etc. would be a far better way of managing the area for the 
public's b~st interest than the current total prohibition of all motorized access at all 
times approach. As written, the 12 month buffer period between passage and implementation 
of this bill should give the agencies involved plenty of time to come up with suitable 
regulations.

In conclusion, I feel it is time for the legislature to allow the natural resource 
managers involved with this area of the state to do their jobs to manage this area for the 
best interest of the public. A job they currently cannot do, due to the restrictions 
imposed by AS 19.40.210. It is time to finally allow the public reasonable access to the 
millions of acres of public land that are available along the Dalton Hv/.

Sincerely,

1

mailto:stoller@ga.net
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Senator Ralph Scekins 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AX 99801-1182

Dear Senator Seckins:

Re: SB 85

Thank you for introducing SB 85 to facilitate access to a vast amount o f  our public lands 
in the vicinity o f  the Dalton Highway.

I am not unfamiliar with the area, its characteristics and its problems. I have hunted in 
GM U’s 24,25 and 26 for a long while, including before the road was constructed and 
later opened to the public. I also guided in ANWR for a long time, from a base camps 
along the Dalton, first at Happy Valley and later at Galbraith Lake. I have seen first hand 
the affect o f  the concentration o f tourists, recreationists and hunters along the road. This 
crowding often results in resource conflicts and allocation issues that are unnecessarily 
divisive. Recently they have taken a lot of the Board of Game’s time.

Much o f the area, particularly north o f Atigun Pass, is not conducive to travel by wheeled 
vehicles anyway, but simply allowing snowmachine access through the corridor here 
would go a long toward solving most o f  the problems.

Senator, these are PUBLIC lands that have been dc facto made OFF LIMITS to most o f 
the public. I think that it is unfair and poor public policy to allow access to vast amounts 
o f public land only lo those rich enough to fly in, or fit enough walk 5 miles across this 
closed area.

Please remind your colleagues that limiting corridor access to hunters on foot can also 
actually cause more wanton waste violations.

By allowing hunters and other recreationists to disperse, many of these issues would 
easily be mitigated. Again, my thanks for introducing this legislation.

Sincerely,

February 3, 2005

Pete Buist
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TO: SENATOR  RALPH SEEKING
(907) 456-37171 FAX: (907) 465-5241

FROM LEO M. HOLLAND 
3418 HARRY B. ROAD 
NORTH POLE, AK  99705 
(907)486-1309

SUBJECT: O FF  ROAD VEHICLES O FF  THE DALTON HIGHWAY

ATTN; BRYAN HOVE

I OW N A  HOM ESTEAD  APPROXIMATELY 8 MILES O FF  THE DALTON HIGHWAY. 
PRESENTLY.
TO  GET  TO  THIS PROPERTY I MUST W A IT  UNTIL THE YUKC N AND  BIG SALT RIVER 
FREEZES  THEN
G O  BY S N O W  MACHINE 10 MILES DOW N RIVER FROM THE YUKON RIVET! BRIDGE THEN 
23 MILES
N O T  TO  C O U N T  LOTS O F  OVER  FLO W  O N  THE BIG SALT. (THE BIG SALT o  N O T
NAVIGABLE BY
B O AT )

M Y  PROPERTY HAS EXCELLENT  AC C ESS  FROM THE D/LTON. STARTING 
APPROXIMATELY
12 MILES NORTH O F  THE YUKON RIVER BRIDGE W HERE THERE IS A  PULL O FF  AND 

ROOM FOR
AT  LEAST 3 SEMI TRUCKS WITH TRAILERS TO  PARK  A N  CLID ROAD LEADS D O W N  THE 
HILLS A
W ESTER LY  DIRECTION FOR  APPROXIMATELY 3 MILES OF THE 8 MILES NEEDED TO  
AC C ES S  MY
PROPERTY. LEAVING THE ROAD W O ULD  BE WITHIN THE  f 'l l>EUNE C O R  RI DON FOR 
WHICH THE
PIPELINE IS ON  THE OTHER SIDE OF  THE DALTON HIGHWAY THE REST  O F  THE  W A Y
W OULD
BE BLM LAND.

THIS BILL, #SB85, IF APPROVED  WOULD GREATLY  SAVE A LOT OF W ALING  IN 
SUMMER
CARRING H EAVY  LOADS N O T  TO TALK ABO UT  TIME SAVE I ' BY BEING ABLE T O  USE 
S N O W
MACHINE IN W INTER  AND A T V  IN SUMMER.

THIS AC C ES S  WILL N O T  A F FE C T  ANIMAL HERDS. IT W IL1. NO T  A FFE C T  THE TUNDNA 
BECAUSE M O ST  O F  THE ROAD IS ALR EAD Y  THRE AND SECURITY  OF TH E  PIPELINE 
W O N T  BE
EFFECTED  BECAUSE  IT LEADS A W A Y  FROM THE PIPELINE 

THANKS.

LEO HOLLAND
LANDOW NER  OFF DALTON H IGHWAY
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATORS SEEKINS, Bundc, Therriault

Introduced: 1/31/05
Referred: Transportation, Resources

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act repealing the ban on the use of certain off-road vehicles within five miles of the

2 right-of-way of the Jam es Dalton Highway; and providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 19.40.210 is repealed.

5 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect on the first anniversary of the date on which this Act

6 becomes law.

24-LS0375\A

SENATE BILL NO. 85

SB0085A -I-
i ’ew Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

SB 85



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):
T itle  O ff-Road V eh ic la  U se  on  Dalton

Fiscal Note Number 1_______
Bill Version: SB 85
(S) Publish Date 2/18/05

Dept. A ffected : D O T& P F

‘ r d u

H ighw ay

A dm in istration & Support

C om ponent C o m m iss io n e r 's  O ffice
S p o n so r

R e q u e ste r

S e n . S e e k in s

S e n a te  Transportation

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands o f Dollars)

530

N ote: A m ou n ts do not inc lu de  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted below

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S FY  2006 FY  2007 F Y  2008 FY 2009 F Y  2 0 10 FY  2 0 1 1

P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s

Travel

Contractual

S u p p lie s

Equipm ent

Land & S tru ctu re s

G ra n ts ' C la im s

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  | | |

|C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) | | | | | |

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s o f D o lla rs)

10 0 2  Federa l R e ce ip ts

10 0 3  G F  M atch

10 0 4 G F

10 0 5  G F /P rogra m  R e c e ip t s

10 3 7  G F /M enta l Health

O ther (Specily Type- Do not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E st im a te  or a n y  c u r re n t  ye a r (FY20 0 5) c o s t :  0.0

M ark t h i s  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b il l i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  F Y  2006 b u d g e t p r o p o sa l : 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e

Part-time

T em p ora ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

P repa red  by: 

D iv is io n

A pproved by: 

A g en cy

Nona W ilso n

L eg isla tiv e  L ia iso n . D Q T& P F

M ike Barton

C o m m iss io n e r , D O T& P F

(Revised 9/23/2004 OMB)

P hone 465-390 4

D ate/T im e 2/4/05 12 :0 6  PM

Date ~  4/2005

P a g e  1 o f  1__



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): ___________
T itle  A n Act repealing ban for u se  o f certa in  off-road

v e h ic le s  within the Dalton Hwv right o f way

Fiscal Note Number.
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date

Dept. A ffected : 

'R D U

S B  65

2 /18 /0 5

P ub lic  Sa fe ty

A laska State T ro o p e rs

Com p onent Alaska Bureau of Wildlife Enforcement

S p o n so r

R e q u e ste r

Se n a to r S e e k in s

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 2325

(Thousands of Dollars)_____
N ote: A m ou nts do  not inc lu de inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted below.

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 FY  2007 F Y  2008 FY 2009 F Y  2 0 10 FY  2 0 1 1

P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s

Travel

Contractual

S u p p lie s

Equipm ent

Land & S tru ctu re s

G ra n ts & C la im s

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  I I I  i l l

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) ! ! I

FU N D  S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s o f D o lla rs)

10 0 2  F ed era l R e c e ip t s

10 0 3  G F  M atch

10 0 4 G F

10 0 5  G F/P rogram  R e ce ip ts

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O ther (Specify Type-D o not abbreviate)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E st im a te  o f  any c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY2005) c o s t :  U.O

M ark t h is  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  FY  2006 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-time

Part-time

Tem porary

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Passage of this bill will have no direct fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety. However, 
repealing AS 19.40.210 would allow the use of off-road vehicles, within the five miles of the right of way of 
the Dalton Highway known as the "highway corridor". If repealed, the Alaska State Troopers would expect 
to see increased off-road traffic due to the unrestricted access for hunting, fishing, and other recreational 
purposes. To explain further, there is currently one trooper stationed in Coldfoot. Additional troopers will 
have to be temporarily assigned to this area to assist with enforcement efforts on a year around basis, 
rather than only during periods of high use, which has traditionally been during the late summer and early 
fall seasons.

Prepared by: L ieutenant Todd  Sha rp __________________________________________________  P hone 9 0 7-4 6 5-322 3

D iv is io n  A la ska  State T ro o p e rs___________________________________________________ D ate/T im e 2 /7 /0 5  3 2 7  PM

Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske_____________________________  Date 2/7/2005______
Agency Department of Public Safety__________________________________

(Revised 9/23/7004 OMB) P a g e  1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2005 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________
T itle  O ff-R oad V e h ic le  U se  on  Dalton H ighw ay

Fiscal Note Number
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date

S B  85

2 /18 /0 5

S p o n so r

R e q u e ste r

S e n a to r S e e k in s

Dept A ffected: M ilitary and V e te ra n s A ffa irs

R D U  M ilitary and V e te ra n s A ffa irs

C om p onen t Hom eland Secu rity  and

Tra n soorta tion

Expenditures/Revenues

C om p onent No 

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla r s )

E m erg en cy  M anagem ent

2 6 5 7

N ote : A m ou n ts d o  not in c lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted below

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2006 F Y  2007 FY  2008 F Y  2009 FY 2 0 10 F Y  2 0 1 1
P e rso n a l S e r v ic e s  

T ra vel 

Contractua l 

S u p p lie s  

Equipm ent 

Land & S tru ctu re s 

G ra n ts & C la im s 

M isc e lla n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

IC A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E 'S "

n rC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  (

10 0 2  F ed era l R e c e ip t s

10 0 3  G F  M atch

10 0 4  G F

10 0 5  G F/P rogram  R e c e ip t s  

10 3 7  G F/M enta l Health

O th er (Specify Type--Do nol abbreviale)

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E st im a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY 20 0 5) c o s t :  0.0

M ark  t h is  b o x  (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  G o v e r n o r 's  FY 2006 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: 

P O S IT IO N S

Full-tim e

Part-time

Tem p ora ry

A N A L Y S IS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

There is no fiscal impact.

P repa red  by: Jo h n  C ra m er______________________________________________________________  P h on e (907) 465-460 2

D iv is io n  D iv is io n  o f A dm in istra tive  S e r v ic e s  D ate/T im e 2 /7 /0 5  3 :5 5  PM

Approved by. Commissioner Craig E. Campbell_____________________________ Date 2/7/2005
Agency Department of Military and Veterans Affairs____________________

(R eused 9 .73/2004 OMB) Page 1 of 1
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SB 85 written commentary
s u e s

Subject: SB 85 written commentary
Date: Sun, 27 Feb 2005 18:27:21 -0900 (AKST) V /  ©  • /

From: "rosemary mcguirc" <ftrdm@uaf.edu>
To: fairbanks_lio@legis.state.ak.us

Could you please forward the following letter to the appropriate members 
of the legislature? Please call me if you have any questions. My number is 
4 5 5 - 6 3 4 7 .

Thanks.

Rosemary McGuire

Dear Sirs and Madams,

I am extremely concerned about SB 85, the proposal to open the corridor 
along the Dalton Highway to motorized traffic. My family has always 
depended on that area for subsistence hunting/berrypicking, etc. We are 
lower-income people and cannot afford to buy ATV's. etc. If the Dalton is 
opened to motorized traffic, we will be outcompeted by floods of urban 
hunters on snowmachines. What has happened to the caribou hunt along the 
Steese will happen on the Dalton, too. Worse, the land itself will be 
damaged, maybe forever. Anywhere you go along the highways in AK you can 
see the marks of snowmachines and ATV's tearing up the tundra. Some people
chase down animals or shoot anything that moves (I've seen this). It
shouldn’t be that way along the Dalton, too.

People say that the land is "locked up* if they can't drive all over it.
But it isn't--it's there, and all they have to do is get out of their cars 
and take a walk to enjoy it. There are very few areas in Alaska that are 
closed to motorized access. Let's please keep this little bit the way God 
made it.

Thankyou for your time,

Rosemary McGuire 
Box 83553 
Fairbanks, AK 
99708

( 9 0 7 ) - 4 5 5 - 6 3 4 7

<5 rto nnn

mailto:ftrdm@uaf.edu
mailto:fairbanks_lio@legis.state.ak.us
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T o i  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r s  
a n d

A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ^

D e a r  A l a s k a n  L e g i s l a t o r s :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  a s k  y o u  p l e a s e  v o t e  a g a i n s t  S B . 85 
v h i o h  w o u l d  o p e n  t h e  D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  C o r r i d o r  t o  ORV ( o f f -  
r o a d  v e h i c l e )  u s e .

A s  a g r a n d m o t h e r  a n d  g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h b r »■ a l s o  a l o n g - t i m e  
r e s i d e n t  o f  t h i s  A r c t i c  a r e a  a t  W i s e m a n ,  ( s i n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  
T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  a n d  h i g h w a y ) ,  i t  i s  g r i e v o u s  t o  ms 
e n v i s i o n i n g  t h e  g r o s s  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r i m i t i v e  p r i c e l e s s  
t r e a s u r e  o f  l a n d s  i n  t h i s  c o r r i d o r ,  a l o n g  t h i s  v i t a l  r o a d  
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  A r c t i c  O c e a n .  T h e  p r o p o e e d  c a r e l e s s  i n t r u s i o n  
b y  t h e s e  f i e r c e  m a c h i n e s  w i n  e f f e c t i v e l y  s t r i p ,  r o b ,  a n d  c h e a t  
o u r  p o s t e r i t y  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  m any  o f  t h e  
g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l s ,  e n d o w m e n t s ,  a n d  e n j o y m e n t s  r e s i d e i n g  i n  a n d  o n  
t h e s e  l a n d s  p r e s e n t l y  w h i c h  c o m p r i s e  t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  w i l d e r n e s s  
o f  t h e  w o r l d .

H a v i n g  b s e n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  w h i l e  t h e  T r a n s - A l a s k a  P i p e l i n e  
w a s  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  s t a g e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i t  w a s  common k n o w ­
l e d g e  t h a t  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  i n t e n s e  s c i e n t i f i c  
s t u d i e s ,  e n d  e v a l u a t i o n s  w e r e  d o n e  b y  som e o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m in d s  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  a v a s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w i s d o m  a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  m a s s i v e  p i p e l i n e  p r o j e c t ,  s t r i n g e e t  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  w e r e  Im p o s e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  s a f e t y  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b r i n g i n g  
a b o u t  o r d e r l y  p r o g r e s s ,  l a n d  c o m p a t i b i l i t y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  u t i l i z a t i o n .  
P r a c t i c e s  o f  e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t  m a i n t a i n e d  h o n o r a b l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  
l a n d s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  a n d  r e s i d e n t  p e o p l e s  w i t h  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  u s a g e s s .

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  m any t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  com e  i n t o  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  u s i n g  t h e  D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  t o  v i e w  t h e  b r e a t h t a k i n g  
s c e n e r y ,  e x p l o r e ,  a n d  p u r s u e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t :  y e t  c a u s i n g  
m i n i m a l  s u r f a c e  d am age  t o  t h e  l a n d ,  a l l o w i n g  i t  t o  h a v e  a p r i s t i n e  
c h a r a c t e r .  T h e s e  a t t r i b u t e s  a r e  n u r t u r e d  t h r o u g h  d i l i g e n t  s t e w a r d ­
s h i p ,  l a w f u l  o r d e r ,  a n d  w a t c h f u l  s u r v e i l l a n c e .  I n t e n s e  O R V  u s e  
i s  c o u n t e r a c t i v e  u s a g e  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  a b b v e c r e a t i n g  m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e s  
an d  d e g r a d a t i o n  i n  t h i s  f r a g i l e  e c o s y s t e m .

Q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e  r e g a r d i n g  w h a t  s a f e g u a r d s  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  i f  t h i s  b i l l  s h o u l d  b e  e n a c t e d ?  W h a t  p r o v e n  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  an d  t r u e  m o n e t a r y  c o s t  7 w i l l  b e  
i n v o l v e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  q u a l i t y  now  e n j o y e d ?
A r e  t h e  a s s u r e d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  
b e  p a e a e d  o n  t o  o u r  A l a s k a n  p o s t e r i t y ?  C o m p a r in g  u s e r  g r o u p s  o f  
p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d ,  d o e s  p r u d e n c e  d i s r e g a r d  a l l  p r e v i o u s  s t a n d a r d s  
o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e f f o r t  t o  a c c o m m o d a te  t r a n s i e n t  a n t a g o n l e t i f t  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  & p a n d e m o n iu m  f o r  m o n e t a r y  o r  p o l i t i c a l  e d g e ?

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  r e a d i n g  t h i s .  M a y  common t e n s e  p r e v a i l .
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T o t  H o n o r a b l e  S e n a t o r  o f  A l a s k a

R rom : J u n e  R e s k o f f
P A X :  N o .  9 0 7 -6 7 8 -9 0 0 1

D e a r  A l a s k a n  s e n a t o r :

My f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  S e n a t o r s  a n d  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  A l a s k a  h a s  my a p p e a l  
t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  S e n a t o r  R a l p h  S e e k i n s  
S B . 8 5 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  ORV u a e  i n  t h e  
D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  C o r r i d o r .

I ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o u r  p o s t e r i t y ,  w i l l  b e  
m o s t  g r a t e f u l  i f  y o u  d e f e n d  o u r  
p e r i l o u s  s i t u a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  
u n n e c e s s a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a n d s ,  
t r e a t i e s ,  a n d  p e o p l e s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  
A r u c i c  r e g i o n .

W i t h  e v e r y  g o o d  w i s h ,  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  
i n  a d v a n c e  f o r  a n y  e f f o r t s  y o u  m ake 
o n  t h i s  b e h a l f .

S i n c e r e l y ,

W is e m a n  V i l l a g e  
4 K a lh a b u k  L a n e  
W i s e m a n ,  a k . 99790

P h c - . e  and  F A X :  9 0 7 -6 7 0 -9 0 0 1
P e r s o n a l  p h o n e t  9 0 7 -6 7 8 -4 4 4 4
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From: Heidi Schoppenhorst [boreallodge@juno.com]
Sent: Saturday, February 26. 2005 2:16 AM
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Ben Stevens; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman;

Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Gretchen Guess
Cc: Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Albert Kookesh; Rep. Woodie Salmon;

Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us
Subject:......SPAM.......Comments on Senate Bill 85

D ear R esource com m ittee  m em bers,

I addressed  the fo llow ing com m ents on Senate Bill 85 to the T ransporta tion  C om m ittee, 
and now  1 understand  SB 85 has been referred to your com m ittee  for consideration. I am 
not sure  w hen you will m eet to hold hearing o f  this bill, but I am asking that you Please read & 
consider my commt nts in determining the future of Senate Bill 85, regarding lifting the ban on off road 
vehicles in ihe Dalton Highway corridor.

Note to Sen. Seekins:
I met you last summer in the Arctic Interagency Visitor Center where I work as an Interpretive Ranger 
fo r the National Park Senice. /  would have loved to discuss your former Bill regarding lifting the ban 
o f o ff road vehicles in the Dalton Co'ridor, hut I was on duty and you seemed very pressed fo r  lime. I 
was disappointed to learn that you did not take the time to travel a little further north and visit the local 
community in the area (Wiseman) as / had suggested, and gather input from residents who have the 
most experience with the area, and knowledge o f the impacts your Bill could produce. I am asking you 
directly now to please read my comments below, and reconsider your SB 85 proposal, o f which the 
negative impacts & long term effects will not be something you will want to be remembered fo r  
creating. It's not loo late...

I grew up & live in the village of Wiseman within the Dalton Highway corridor. I wrote to many of you 
voicing my opposition to a similar bill introduced by Mr. Seekins last year, and am very disappointed 
to see this issue resurface again this session. My feelings, & the reasons why this bill will impose 
detrimental impacts on this area have not changed in the past year.

I .) To stait with, this Dalton Highway runs through a "utility corridor", that means this development & 
road were established for a utility route. I watched the road & pipeline being built, we all know the 
incredible study & research that were put into developing this pipeline without causing any serious 
impact to fragile habitat, wildlife, and human populations. My whole life I have seen Alycska security 
patrol daily with helicopters to ensure their pipe is secure & nothing is amiss, people are no; to use the 
pipeline pad without their knowledge, as it poses security risks. This pipeline has financially benefited 
every Alaskan equally.
There is now new talk of a gas line running through (his corridor, this I would imagine, if constructed, 
will follow similar lew impact guidelines for development, and can safely be installed in this utility 
corridor with much care & consideration for the environment & populations. This will also most likely 
benefit all Alaskans if established.
Opening this utility corridor to ATV's & snowmobiles, in other words allowing anyone to drive freely 
anywhere within & beyond the corridor, pipe pad, etc at will, in light of these utilities & the care 
exercised to maintain these utilities alone I would think is reason enough to throw out this proposed 
bill. Don't forget there is only 1 (one) trooper stationed at Coldfoot to patrol this entire Brooks Range &

Am y L  Seitz
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2.) A very large portion of the land mass surrounding the Dalton Highway corridor north of the Yukon 
River is Federally managed wildlife Refuge & Park lands. North of the Yukon River to the east is 
Yukon Flats Wildlife Refuge, to the West is Kanuli National Wildlife Refuge, within the Brooks Range 
bordering most of the entire road to the west through the Range is Gates of the Arctic National Park & 
Preserve, and once you are over Atigun Pass, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge comes within a mile to 
the East. ATV's are not permitted on the Park & Refuge lands, however, they do not draw lines on the 
ground that show when you are crossing into Park or Refuge land, so most riders will not have a clue. 
The corridor itself is federally managed BLM land, and they also do not have a provision for free f jr all 
ATV use. There is only 1 (one) BLM Ranger weekly patrolling the road, and once again, only one AK 
State Trooper to patrol this area. There is also one NPS Ranger stationed at Marion Creek, who has 
multiple duties, and it is impossible for him to patrol the Park border continuously to ensure folks are 
not overstepping borders.

3.) The Dalton Highway in the last 10 years has seen a steady increase of summer visitors, these 
visitors are taking tours or driving the road to experience the "last frontier", sec the wilderness & 
wildlife in their natural slate, and sec for thems..ves the unique landscape & vegetation of the Arctic. 
This area is becoming actually a very popular tourist destination, and tourism as we all know helps the 
Alaskan economy. I would think the people in Fairbanks would actually want to secure the present sta'e 
of this some what pristine environment to the north of them, as most all the visitors to this area have to 
pass through Fairbanks & spend money on their way north.
T work in the Arctic Interagency Visitor Center in Coldfoot during the summei months, my husband & I 
;i.so own & operate a small Lodge here in Wiseman, so I have talked with literally thousands of these 
visitors coming to this country, and had opportunity to ask why they came to this place. The majority of 
visitors are coming here to sec it just as it is, wilderness, and they don’t want to see more roads, signs, 
or watch ATV's driving across the tundra, or snowmobile's high marking on the hills. As it is, the north 
slope caribou hunters are so numerous during fall months, they end up chasing most of the caribou 
away from the road, disappointing to a tourist with a camera. But - they can still view the occasional 
bear or moose along other parts of the road that haven't been chased away, so it’s still worth their while 
at this point. Let's keep it that way? If ATV's and snowmobiles are allowed to range the corridor it will 
tear up the vegetation, which is underlain by permafrost, which then melts & leaves very ugly scars (it 
doesn't, from what I've seen in 38 years, tend to regcne, te much either). Also ;his increase of 
motorized humans ranging through the area will end up chasing the few remaining animals far from the 
road, where I would imagine many of them will also be harassed & shot hy hunters since they will have 
free access roam, and the animals will no longer have any sanctuary to reach.

4.) I am not an anti hunter by any means, I grew up on moose & caribou and depend on these animr's 
for survival here, but I also care about our wildlife populations here in the north. As you must know, 
Arctic populations (other than caribou) are not as plentiful as in other areas of the state due to severe 
weather conditions, and available food resources. The maze of both hunting and land use management 
regulations in this area have evolved over the years to provide for continued healthy wildlife 
populations, and although complex, they seem to be working for the most pan to ensure wildlife will be 
a part of this area for generations & years to come. (With the exception of regulations pertaining to 
sheep hunting on state land to the cast that is getting somewhat out of control.) Contrary to popular 
belief of the apparently uneducated to the area; the arctic is not teaming with unlimited numbers of 
wildlife, there is a ioi of land north of the Yukon River, but for the amount of land, it is somewhat 
scarcely populated by wildlife. This is once again because of harsh living conditions, rough winters, 
predators, and hunters which all take a share of them every year, some years already going beyond the 
limit of healthy harvest. Hunters can already access area populations with aircraft, and highway 
vehicles - the addition of ATV's and snowmobiles is unnecessary. There needs to remain a place in this

North Slope stationed at Coldfoot.
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state whcr a hunter can drive up this road, and actually hike out to hunt an accessible animal. The 
hunters that can't afford an ATV or snowmobile will not have that opportunity if this proposal is 
passed, the game will be chased to far from the road. The ban on ATV's & snowmobiles within the 
corridor is an important part of this management system, if this is changed, it will disrupt every other 
aspect of the complex managi mcnt in the area, and create somewhat of a domino effect on the 
management structure that has taken decades to build. If you don't really care about the wildlife & 
arctic landscape, or human populations in the area, think of it this way: this disruption will also end up 
costing every state, federal, and independent management participant involved in the area unknown 
amounts of $ in increased enforcement, reclamation, etc.

5.) There is also the issue of safety. There are no emergency medical facilities available up here. There 
are no roads to speak of. and no ATV or snowmobile trails, winters are harsh & the terrain can be 
treacherous in places. The landscape, creeks rivers can all pose a threat to someone inexperier ’cd to 
the area - especially someone up for a weekend to joy ride who is i” familiar with the country. I can see 
the potential for n drastic increase in accidents & potentially life threatening situations for these folks 
should this corridor open up. People will be traveling further from the road, into more hazardous & 
remote cc jntry, and if they get hurt, who is going to find them? There is only one trooper in the area, 
and a long way lo go for medical help.

1 will sum this ip: right now, people are able to travel to this country north of the Yukon River, people 
with lepitimaie traplincs are able to trap them, miner's are able to access their mining claims with 
ATV's, hunters are able to come up & hunt, guides are able to guide hunters, backpackers, and conduct 
river trips, people are able to ride horses, researchers are able to conduct sensitive research, and tourists 
are able to come up & take pictures & hike or float or whatever in a still relatively undisturbed 
wilderness setting. It seems to me there are a few people whining that they can't ride machines around 
up here, lu t if they have a legit: natc cause to, they probably can if they would check into it I’m sure all 
over the nation there ire many who would like to see less regulations rcgaruing one thing or another, 
but we all know regulations and management are essential to a healthy environment.
Please weigh the current facts with the potential risks involved while considering this Bill. Please take 
my thoughts & comments into consideration, and do not pass SB 85.

Thank you for taking tne iimc to read this.
Sincerely,
Heidi Schoppcnhors'
Scott Schopp-enhorst 
borcallodge@Juno.com 
Ph / Fax: 907-678-4566 
#l Timberwolf Trail 
Wiseman Village, Alaska 9979U
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Distributed by 
Senator Albert Kookesh

Dear Senators and Representatives,
The co-authors to this list o f facts relating to S.B. 85 are Jack Reakoff and Thor Stacey. All o f the 

compiled facts are true. We put these down to refute 
some common misperceptions about this issue. Also, 
we recognize that the lands north o f the Yukon are 
ver' remote and there is a lack o f common 
knowledge about our renewable resources. We hope 
that these facts will dispel some common myths and 
rectify misperceptions o f rural and non rural use. 
Please direct questions regarding this sheet to Jack 
Reakoff or Thor Stacey. Fax/phone 907 678-2007 or 
post mail to either author@ 114 Newhouse 
Wiseman AK 99790. All statements are true to the 
best o f our knowledge.
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L i s t  o f  f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  S . B .  8 5

•  FACT: Ground contact ORV use will be concentrated on limited state and 
certain BLM lands. These tracts of state and BLM lands a re  sandwiched 
between federally designated refuges and parks. This will create high 
ia p a  1 zones of use. Half of Alaska will not be “ unlocked” for “orderly” 
use.

• FACT: Stale lands north of the Yukon a re  currently managed a t 
maximum sustained yield. This level of use is achieved through traditional 
means of access. These legal accesses are  boat, airplane, horses, dogs, and 
w afting.

" FACT: Ground contact ORV use is permitted for mineral and oil 
exploration and to access private property or valid mining claims.

• FACT: Recreational ORV use is not widespread off the Dalton highway.

• FACT: BLM  rangers have issued citations for recreational use.

• FACT: State of Alaska wildlife protection officers have issued many 
tuckets for transporting hunters, hunting gear and game with OR Vs. Per 
Alaska Department of Public safety.

• FACT: C urrent restrictions are  enforced.

• FACT: In Ike Dalton highway corridor rural residents are not allowed to 
use ground contact ORVs for any reason including subsistence.

• FACT: Snow machine use is permitted for rural residence only for 
subsistence activities. Recreational use is not permitted.

• F A C r: Replacement cost of 1 lb of meat in rural Alaska, as set by 
ADT&G’s subsistence division, is $5.00/lb. Using five bouse holds in 
Wiseman as a  example they take in on average 6,800 lbs of meat per year, 
Apr a $34,00© direct economic benefit. The use of these resources are a 
prim ary economic source. With limited trapping and other seasonal 
.w r c ts  of cash income game meat supports local economies. This is a true  
am& accurate condition across our region and other rural areas of our 
s b k .
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“ FACT: T h e  Dalton highway corridor, north of the Yukon, is used by four 
caribou herds: ray mountain, central arctic, western arct'c and tishikpuk.

• FACT: AD of the caribou herds in Alaska exposed to road system, ground 
cartac t O RV  use are depleted. These a re  now currently requiring 
Luiensive management and controversial predator control measures to 
achieve constitutionally mandated sustainability.

• FACT: None of the a rtas to be “opened up” are currently requiring 
predator supression. See attached example of Wisemans average predator 
harvests and corresponding ungulate savings.

• FACT: In Wiseman/Coldfoot/Nolan not one person is on public assistance. 
W ith healthy resources we are self sufficient and self sustaining.

• FACT: People in Wiseman are all willing to access wilderness without 
ground contact OR Vs and are already doing so.

• FACT: In  the mountainous parts of Alaska, north of the Yukon, moose 
population densities a re  .1-.2 /sq mi. in the road corridor ADF&G has 
already had  to address increased access by going to a drawing hunt. The 
corridor was already managed as a bow hunting only area. This method 
aorf means restriction was put in place to manage our low densities of 
animals.

• FACT: Only in partnership with federal agencies is ADF&G able to 
accomplish game surveys north of the Yukon.

• FACT: Additional use will neecesatate more intensive/expensive 
{MpuJatinvj monitoring.

• FACT: Additional access will require public safety appropriation to 
assure sustained yield.

• F ACT: People from all over the world use the Dalton Highway corridor 
for non consumptive use. These uses include but are not limited to hiking, 
rafting, birdiug, skiing , climbing, driving, sightseeing, geological 
(«xa**ti<Mi, aurora viewing, wildlife viewing. These gue«'j» contribute the 
earth economy. The primary draw of this remote and expensive region to 
visit is its “untracked” wilderness.
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SB 85- Off Road Vehicles Near Dalton Highway
Senate Resources 3/ 21/2005

S.' 85 repeals AS 19.40.210, which rcsiricts off-road vehicles in a 5-mile corridor on 
either side of the Dalton Highway.

S B  8 5  w o u ld  b e  b u r d e n s o m e  a n d  e x p e n s iv e  f o r  s t a t e  a g e n c ie s ,  v io la t e  
l o n g - s t a n d i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  w i th  lo c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  r e s u l t  in  d a m a g e  
to  s e n s i t i v e  t u n d r a  h a b i t a t .

1 ) S B  8 5  w o u ld  be b u r d e n so m e  a n d  e x p e n s iv e  f o r  s ta te  a g e n c ie s :

•  Under SB 85. the Dept, of Natural Resources would spend a year developing land use plans and 
regulations for the Corridor. In future years, DNR would revisit these plans. This costs money.

• Intensified hunting and fishing pressure in and around the Dalton I lighway corridor would require 
the Dept, of Fish and Game to increase biological monitoring, fish and wildlife enforcement, and 
regulation review. Sen. Seekins has testified that the Board of Game would have to consider 
regulation changes associated SB 85’s effects. This costs money.

• Intensified use will result in greater frequency of accidents, mischief, and c ther problems along the 
Haul Road corridor. The Dept, of Public Safety’s fiscal note for SB 85 recognizes the need for 
increased state trooper presence along the Corridor. This costs money.

• Intensified traffic resulting from HB 85 will strain Dept, of Transportation resources. Road traffic 
largely determines maintenance requirements. Additionally. DOT may need to construct new pull- 
outs on the I laul Road to accommodate trailers. This costs money.

• Fiscal notes from DNR. ADF&G, Public Safety, and DOT should reflect SB 85’s true cost.

2 ) S B  8 5  v i o l a t e s  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  p r o m i s e s  m a d e  to  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s :

• SB 85 opens up the door for high-income urban hunters to harvest caribou from herds on which 
area residents depend for subsistence. Before the Dalton Highway was built, local area residents 
have testified they were assured it would be maintained as an industrial road and that access would 
be limited to ensure protection of caribou and other important subsistence resources.

3 )  S B  8 5  w i l l  r e s u l t  in  d a m a g e  to  s e n s i t i v e  t u n d r a  h a b i t a t :

• Scientists conduct world-class research on arctic ecosystems at Toolik Field Station at milepost 
284. Researohi >-s have testified that opening the watershed to off-road vehicles w ill compromise 
their experiments, some of which have been running for almost 30 years.

• A large body of scientific research confirms driving off-road vehicles over tundra, even only once, 
can result in drastic, and sometimes irreversible, damage. SB 85 should be amended to limit off- 
road vehicle activity 10 winter months. Frozen ground and snow cover should be required to 
prevent damage to tundra and underline permafrost. Motorized activity should be limited to 
specific access points and trails to concentrate damage in least-sensitive areas.

P re p ared  by A C V -Juneau: PO Box 2 2 15 1 , J u n e a u  AK 94802 /  Ph. 907.463.3366 /  Fax 407.463.3312



Mary J a c k s o n
Fiom :
Sent:
Tc :
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner
Monday, March 21, 2005 8:36 AM
Mary Jf.jkson
FW: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMS@legis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, March 18, 2005 5:43 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

Carol Jensen 
4800 E 112th Ave

Anchorage 99516,CarolJ 
busfacel999@yahoo.com 
907-244-1979 
907-244-1979

We need to maintain protections for the wildlife, tundra and pipeline, and private 
property off the Dalton Highway. When this road was built, concerns were raised about 
access and the public was promised it would be restricted. Don&#39t break this promise.
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Mary J a ck s on
From: Sen Tom Wagoner
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 8:04 AM
To: Mary Jackson
Subject: FW: Dalton Hwy corridor

(or SB 85

From: Dan Adams [mailto:danadams@gci.net]
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 7:47 AM
To: Sen. Gretchen Guess; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ben Stevens;
Sen. Fred Dyson
Subject: Dalton Hwy corridor

Dear Senators,

I believe it is a mistake and poor policy to open the Dalton Hwy corridor to public ATV use. When the Dalton was proposed 
the public was promised that the country would not be made increasingly vulnerable to unlimited access by potentially 
destructive equipment. I can understand wanting to give ATV users a couple of trials off the Dalton but opening the entire 
highway renders the situation unmanageable, and would be a reckless action by the Resources Committee

If the legislature can't keep it's promises abc,u' allowing certain protections for the landscape when pursuing resource 
development it may find many more major barriers to future development projects. I suspect, although I can't say for certain, 
that the Native opposition to the proposed Yukon Flats land exchange with Doyon is rooted in the fear that it would 
permanently open their traditional lands to unrestricted access to the general public. The legislature needs to keep its 
promises, and to not grant unlimited ATV access to this mostly unblemished country.

Please accept this comment in the record as my opposition to this proposed legislation.

Respectfully,
Daniel Adams

3/21/2003

mailto:danadams@gci.net


Mary J a c k s on
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner
Sunday, March 20, 2005 1:47 PM
Mary Jackson
FW: SB 85 concerns

 Original Message----
From: Gary Newman [mailto:gary@chena.org]
Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2005 12:59 AM 
To: Sen. Ralph Seekins 
Cc: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject: SB 85 concerns

Dear Senator Seekins,

I am one of your constituents and I must respectfully state that I oppose your bill SB 85, 
which repeals the 5 mile corridor on the Dalton
Hwy. Approval of the construction of this highway was made with the
buffer against ATV use. Your bill would break a commitment that was made
with good reason at chat time. I submit that those reason, as well as the need to not
reduce the security of the adjacent pipeline through increased convenient access, is good
enough to continue that commitment.

I can also conceive of some negative consequences to research conducted by the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks at the Toolik Research. Since you are also a senator representing 
UAF, have you talked with them about the impact of this bill?

°lease rethink your sponsorship of this bill.

I ask that these comments be placed in the committee record.

Sincerely,

Gary Newman 
1083 Esro Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712 
gary@chena.org
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Mary J a c k s on
From: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 12:41 PM
To: Mary Jackson
Subject: FW: SB 85 Disapproval

For inclusion in resource packets 

 Original Message----
From: Art Greenwalt [mailto:dobieman@acsalaska.net]
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 12:31 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject: SB 85 Disapproval

Dear Senator Wagoner:

I'm writing as a resident of Mr. Seekins' district, as someone who has owned 4- 
wheelers and has hunted many times as well as having traveled the Dalton. As regards SB 
85, I would ask it be disapproved for the following reasons:

1. No matter how carefully they are operated, 4-wheelers have an impact on the land. 
Inevitably a boggy or rough spot will be encountered and the resultant effort to get free 
leaves a rutted mudhole that only grows over time. Eagle Summit shows 4-wheeler tracks in 
the moss that are years old yet still obvious.

2. The hunting competition for residents of the corridor will increase greatly.
While the weekend hunters from Fairbanks and elsewhere are likely not dependent on their 
kills to support their families, most of the folks living along the highway are in just 
that situation and can't afford the elongated hunting time and decreased opportunities 
that will result from an influx of urban hunters.

3. Enforcement will be nil. It sounds hyperbolic to say this but as you likely know 
our wildlife law enforcement officers are already stretched extremely thinly over the 
state. With budget cuts the standard anymore the likelihood of seeing the needed increase 
in enforcement would be nil. Violations would increase and both the wildlife and the 
residents thereof would suffer.

This is clearly a case of subsistence versus recreation. Anyone knowledgeable about 
life in the Alaskan bush will recognize what is just enjoyment for one group of people can 
literally mean life or death for another. The choice derived from that understanding begs 
for a disapproval of SB 85.

Thank for your time and for sharing this with the other committee members.

Sincerely,
Art Greenwalt
2135 Yankovich Rd.
Fairbanks, Ak. 94709
179-0317
dobieman@acsalaska.net

"There's a time and a place for spontaneity."
...Anonymous
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Testimony on SB 85 

G. Ray Bane

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on the proposed legislation, SB 85. I believe that 

this bill has the potential to cause significant, widespread environmental damage both to 

the Alaska Pipeline Corridor and to adjacent lands.

I lived, worked and traveled extensively in the vicinity ot the pipeline corridor for 

approximately eighteen years. My work included cultural research and environmental 

planning for proposed new parklands. 1 frequently dealt with access related issues, 

including the use o f  all-terrain vehicles. In 2000 .1 carried out a study into ATV access 

issues affecting e\ nervation lands in Alaska. This work involved an extensive review of 

research into ATV environmental impacts. The report, Shredded Wildlands, was 

published in 2001. If the Committee desires, copies can be made available for review.

The overwhelming consensus o f  research into the environmental impacts o f  all-terrain 

vehicle acces' is that such use tends to cause significant environmental damage The 

Alaska Department o f  Fish and Game, federal agencies and independent environmental 

scientists concur these findings. Impacts include the loss of soil and vegetation cover, 

degiaded habitat, reduced water quality and increased stress on wildlife populations. 

Permafrost lands, such as those occurring along the pipeline corridor, are particularly 

prone to severe damage from ATV passage. Without sufficient ground frost and 

adequate snow cover, the fragile vegetation mat is crushed and abraded by tires and



tracks exposing the ice rich soil to erosion and subsidence. Entire hillsides can be 

destabilized setting o ff a chain reaction o f environmental impacts. Once damaged, 

recovery can take scores o f years, if not centuries.

In 1990, a report by the Alaska Department o f Fish and Game describes a cycle o f initial 

ATV incursions drawing more use resulting in the ongoing pioneering o f new trails. 

Ultimately, a maize o f interconnecting ATV trails is created. Such trails tend to rapidly 

deteriorate becoming more troughs than trails. Successive users are forced to skirt 

damaged areas further expanding and exacerbating the impact. I have seen entire small 

tributary streams diverted by A D  trails and severe erosion along sloping terrain.

It is virtually impossible to effectively monitor and control ATV access in remote areas. 

An overflight o f the lower Kenai Peninsula, lands adjacent to the Denali Highway and 

sections o f the Richardson Highway provides graphic examples o f this process at work. 

As a general rule, the further north one travels the more fragile the land becomes, rhe 

damage caused by ATV use in the more southern regions o f  the state will be ureatly 

amplified north o f the Yukon River. This will include extensive surface scarring, 

widespread erosion, altered drainage patterns, changes in vegetation make up, degraded 

habitat and displacement o f wildlife.

Many have cited the Trans Alaska Pipeline corridor as an example o f responsible 

environmental stewardship. The State and federal governments have cooperated to 

minimize environmental damage and protect the safety o f  the pipeline. Increasing public



use of the Dalton Highway has focused attention on the relatively intact natural setting 

beyond the immediate structure o f the pipeline i.self. In effect, the pipeline corridor has 

become Alaska’s billboard for responsible resource development. If this bill becomes 

law, it is quite likely that image will be lost.



Mary J a c k s o n
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Tuesday. April 05, 2005 12:40 PM 
Mary Jackson 
FW: SB 85

 Original Message --
From: Jack Curtiss [mailto:jlbnrc@gci.net]
Sent: Tuesday, April 05, 2005 10:06 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject:

Hi, I write, as an Alaskan concerned with the potential impact on the environment and the 
people of the area of the Dalton Highway, in opposition to SBB5. I know people in Betties 
who strongly oppose increased motorized access to the region. They depend on the region's 
natural resources for their existence. Allowing off-roaders to access that area would 
destroy their way of life and cau~e major damage to the areas pristine character. 
Everywhere you drive in this state now the countryside along the highway corridors is 
damages by off-road use.
Let's save at lease this one area from that fate.

Jack Curtiss 
3127 WEsleyan ^r.
Anchorage, AK 99508 
j ibnrc@gci .r.et

1
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Mary J a c k s o n
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Thursday, April 07, 2005 8:50 AM 
Mary Jackson
FW: Dalton Access, Predator control

 Original Message----
From: Jim Sackett [mailto: im_sackett@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April Of, 2005 5:39 PM
To: Rep. Beth Kerttula; Fu ). Carl Gatto; Rep. David Guttenberg; Rep. Eric Croft; Rep.
Ethan Berkowitz; Rep. la: y Crawford; Rep. Jim Holm; Rep. John Coghill; Rep. John Harris; 
Rep. Les Gara; Rep. Mary Kapsner; Rep. Max Gruenberg; Rep. Mike Chenault; Rep. Mike 
Hawker; Rep. Nancy Dahl: trom; Rep. Peggie Joule; Rep. Richard Foster; Rep. Sharon Cissna; 
Rep, Tom Anderson; frenk_murkowski@gov.state.ak.us; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Ben Stevens; 
Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Bettye Davis; Sen. Con Bunde; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Fred Dyson; 
Sen. Gary Stevens; Sei. Gretchen Guess; Sen. Hollis French; Sen. John Cowdery; Sen. Johnny 
Ellis: Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Lyda Green; Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Gene 
Therriault; Sen. Gary 1 Liken 
Subject: Dalton Access Predator control

Esteemed Representatives,

I appreciate all the lard work you are doing for us in Juneau.

I hope you will all v*te for opening up access within the 5 mile corridor to ATV and other 
motor vehicle access and hunting on the Dalton Highway. This will reduce the congestion 
on the existing road hunting areas and give Alaskans access to more of Alaska. There is 
so much of Alaska that isn't accessible to those of us who cannot afford a plane or boat. 
Please support this measure and cast a vote for Alaskans.

Good work on your existL g predator control programs. i hope you continue with these good 
works as it is the right thing to do. Glad to see your not swayed by small special 
interest groups that are funded by outside dollars and radical "anti-hunting" groups, 
which are in essence, ur.ti-Alaskan.

Jim Sackett 
Fairbanks Resident
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Mary J a c k s o n
F'om:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen Tom Wagoner 
Thursday. April 07, 2005 3:19 PM 
Mary Jackson 
FW: SB 85 Testimony

 Oriainal Message----
From: Kai Ottesen [mailto:kottesen@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2005 2:09 PM
To: Mary Jackson; Sen. Tom Wagoner; britt@ak\oice.org
Subject: SB 85 Testimony

Dear Senators Jackson and Wagoner,

Please include my testimony included below regarding SB 85 in the Senate Resources 
official testimony for the bill.

Thank you for your time,
-Kai Ottesen 
Juneau, Alaska

I ,un writing to express my opposition to SB 85 and to show support for those Alaskans who 
wish to maintain restrictions on ATV use in the area surrounding the Dalton highway. The 
widespread use of ATVs will disrupt caribou and other wildlife, and cause long-term damage 
to the sensitive vegetation on which they feed. Disrupt the vegetation under foot and you 
disrupt everything above it as well.

I am reminded of the. goose-tongue flats out at Eagle Rive-' here in Juneau where the 
furrows in the soil left by truck tires persist to this day. That was just one truck 
intermittently supplying a camp decades ago; and the goose-tongue has had seven months out 
of every year since to recuperate from that impact. The vegetation of the tundra has 
nowhere near that luxury of time or warmth in which to recover.

ATVs cannot help but disrupt wildlife and non-motorized hunters alike.
The speed and noise of these vehicles overwhelms an entire segment of users whose methods
of travel and interaction with the land require a slower pace and an awareness of the 
sounds and movements around them.
Unrestricted ATV access also means increased pressure on game from both licensed and 
unlicensed hunters, threatening the game supply for those who already rely on the animals 
there for food. Simply because a proposal is politically or economically expedient does 
not mean the land can sustain it,

Permitting ATV use will also disrupt ongoing research projects conducted through UAF, 
increase the potential for forest fires in an already sensitive area, and facilitate 
greater ease of access to the pipeline, potentially creating a security risk and 
abandoning entirely the integrity of the buffer zone, meant to protect human and animal 
communities, as well as the pipeline. SB 85 disregards all the current patrons of the
area in the interest of expanding the user base without regard to its impact on a
landscape incapable of sustaining unrestricted motorized use.

For all the reasons stated above, I urge you not to pass this bill.

Kai Ottesen 
Juneau
Lifelong Alaska Resident
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Mary J a c k s o n
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kai Ottesen (kottesen@gmail.com)
Thursday. April 07, 2005 2:09 °M
Mary Jackson; Sen Tom Wagoner; britt@akvoice org
SB 85 Testimony

Dear Senators Jackson and Wagoner,

Please include my testimony included below regarding SB 85 in the Senate Resources 
official testimony for the bill.

Thank you for your time,
-Kai Ottesen 
Juneau, Alaska

I am writing to express my opposition to SB 85 and to show support for those Alaskans who 
wish to maintain restrictions on ATV use in the area surrounding the Dalton highway. The 
widespread use of ATVs will disrupt caribou and ocher wildlife, and cause long-term damage 
to the sensitive vegetation on which they feed. Disrupt the vegetation under foot and you 
disrupt everything above it as well.

I am reminded ot the goose-tongue flats out at Eagle River here in Juneau where the 
furrows in the soil left by truck tires persist to this day. That was just one truck 
intermittently supplying a camp decades ago; and the goose-tongue has had seven months out 
of every year since to recuperate from that impact. The vegetation of the tundra has 
nowhere near that luxury of time or warmth in which to recover.

ATVs cannot help but disrupt wildlife and non-motorized hunters alike.
The speed and noise of these vehicles overwhelms an entire segment of users whose methods
of travel and interaction with the land require a slower pace and an awareness of the 
sounds and movements around them.
Unrestricted ATV access also means increased pressure on game from both licensed and 
unlicensed hunters, threatening the game supply for those who already rely on the animals 
there for food. Simply because a proposal is politically or economically expedient does 
not mean the land can sustain it.

Permitting ATV use will also disrupt ongoing research projects conducted through UAF, 
increase the potential for forest fires in an already sensitive area, and facilitate 
greater ease of access to the pipeline, potentially creating a security risk and 
abandoning entirely the integrity of the buffer zone, meant to protect human and animal 
communities, as well as the pipeline. SB 85 disregards all the current patrons of the
area in the interest of expanding the user o ' without regard to its impact on a
landscape incapable of sustaining unrestricted motorized use.

For all the reasons stated above, I urge you not to pass this bill.

Kai Ottesen 
Juneau
Lifelong Alaska Resident
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Mary J a ck s on
From:
Sent:
To:
Subjoct:

Barks [barks@acsalaska.net]
Friday. April 08, 2005 3:43 AM 
Mary Jackson
SB 85 A copy has been sent to S« Wagoner

Dear Senator Wagoner ,

Please read before you pass SB 85 out of committee .

My name is Ora Whittle , I have lived in fairbanks , since 1952 , I would like to 
state my opposition to SB 85 becoming law , 1 cannot see any good reason to change the 
dal ton highway corridor from the use provided under present law . I see no real need to
open up the country by allowing the use of all terrain vehicles across the highway
corridor , more than is allow under present law .

I do not have at my finger tips a lot of scientific information to throw out , but
from what I have seen while in the arctic and what I have read as far as reports are 
concerned , the area of alaska , north of the yukon river . for the most part is 
environmentally a fragile place , that will not support a lot of hunting pressure . This 
is the las frontier of the united states , and our state . we should use it very 
cautiously , not many last chances left .

I had always thought , since oil development in the north began in the middle 60s ,
that the legislators as a whole had always implied that they would guard , and be very 
cautious as to the development of this area , I always took what I heard as a promise that 
the interest of the people in that area would be looked after . [ Sen . Seekins has almost 
convinced me , it was just a dream th . I had ) but there seems to be others that also 
must have had that same Dream too .
Sen . Seekins imp1‘es that the alaska constitution demands that the area should be opened 

up to hunting , using any kind , of all terrain vehicles [ According to the bill as I have 
.iad it ] , there is no restrictions as to what type of vehicles , A Ml tank on down could 
be used .

Maybe Sen . Seekins is wrong about it being in the best interest of all alaskans to
open the corridor up to all vehicle , all terrain traffic , increasing the hunting
pressure on the moose and caribou [ and other animal ] population of the area . Maybe it 
is only in the best interest of a small part of Alaska's population [ not to mention the 
destruction that these vehicles may do to the landscape .

If left as it presently is , future alaskans , that are far out in the future from us
might be very grateful that we never used up every piece of alaska that we could get our
hands on .

There is no real need as I see it to open this area up to more hunting pressure than 
is presently allowed by law . why should it be changed , just so that some could go up 
there on theii multi thousand dollar toys and run the caribou , and moose down with the 
vehicles , so they can just say they killed a moose or caribou north of the yukon river ?
[ They can already do that by walking or flying in , if they so desire . There is already
a hugh area of alaska south of the yukon river that is seasonably open for hunting , and
fishing , that area should be large enough to accommodate us for quite some time . I don't 
believe we need to open the area north of the yukon along the dal ton highway too a 
larger hunting pressure , by allowing access by powered vehicles from the corridor at this 
time , considering what it might cost the future generations . I do not believe we need 
the extra area at this time .

According to what I have read , ask hunters of California , Colorado or some other 
western states , not even to mention eastern states , how limited the hunting area has 
become in those states , some old time hunters of those states don't even think it is
worth buying a hunting license any more , they claim there is no place to hunt . Please
save a little of alaska for the future .
Last but not least , who is going to police all those hunters , and where is the money 
coming from to pay for it ? I would tnink if there is some extra money laying around , 
that it could be better spent on improving hunting and fishing south of the yukon so more 
of the people could take advantage of the improvements

The very last though i s  , there should never be a law passed , short of a national , 
or state emergency , without knowing the cost of it .
There is many other reasons that this area should be left as it presently is , but it
would be a very long and boring email .

mailto:barks@acsalaska.net


Ora Whittle 
barks@acsalaska.net 
907-488-2767 
P.O. Box 10260 
fairbanks , Alaska 9971
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From: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Sent: Friday, April 08. 2005 8:38 AM
To: Mary Jackson
Subject: FW: SB 85

Mary J a c k s o n

From: Nina Faust [mailto:fausbail@xyz.netj 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2005 8:25 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject: SB 85

Dear Senator Waggoner

I urge you to oppose SB 85, which would allow ORV/ATVs in the 5-mile corridor o f the Dalton Highway. 
Allowing ORV/ATVs unimpeded access to these fragile lands along this corridor is unwise.

As a long time Alaskan, I have had the privilege o f driving the Dalton Highway all the way to Prudhoe Bay. The 
highway transects incredibly beautiful and fragile wilderness. The fragile tundra areas, whether up in the high 
mountain passes or out on the coastal plain, ai c particularly susceptible to damage from off road vehicle*. I know 
that a single ORV track can create deep scars and permanently alter vegetation and drainage patterns. Scientists at 
the Arctic Research facility along the Dalton Highway are studying the effects o f rising temperatures in the arctic 
and the consequent melting o f permafrost. The softening of these once frozen grounds increases their vulnerability 
to damage.

In addition to long-lasting, detrimental effects on tundra habitat, allowing ORV/ATV access by an unregulated 
number of urban hunters would be detrimental to rural subsistence hunters and their way o f life. The hunting 
pressure could severely deplete game populations. If my memory serves me correctly, locals were promised that 
their subsistence resources and way o f life would be protected from just the kind of urban invasion .his bill will 
invite. How can one Trooper possibly cover this entire region? Without money for additional regulations and 
enforcement, there w ould be no oversight o f  this unregulated access, and local residents will be the ones who 
suffer.

1 have grave concerns that unrestricted ORV access would result in increased vandalism and human-caused fires 
that may endanger the Trans-Alaska pipeline. Alaska has already had one incident o f  pipeline vandalism where 
someone shot a hole in it. causing a significant oil spill. It is unwise to allow' this sort o f a security risk along the 
corridor. In fact, I wonder if the Homeland Security Act would recommend against this unwise move to open this 
area.

I believe this bill is an extremely bad idea, is contrary to promises made to protect the rural, subsistence way of life 
for those living in the immediate area, is a security risk, and will cause significant damage to a very fragile 
ecosystem. Please vote against this bill. I would appreciate it if you would make this letter part o f the permanent 
record for the bill.

Thank you.

4/8/2005
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Sincerely,

Nina Faust 
P.O. Box 2994 
Homer. AK 99603 
907-235-6262

4/8/2005



Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Friday. April 08, 2005 8:38 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW SB 85

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: B a r k s  [mai l t o r b a r k s @ a c s a l a sk a . n e t : J 
Sent: Friday, A p r i l  08, 2005 3:40 A M  
To: Sen, T o m  W a g o n e r  
S ubject: SB 85

D e a r  S e n a t o r  W a g o n e r  ,

P l e a s e  r ead b e f o r e  you p a s s  S3 85 out of c o m m i t t e e  .

M y  n a m e  is O r a  W h i t t l e  , I h a v e  lived in f a i rbanks , s i n c e  1952 , I w o u l d  like to 
s tate m y  o p p o s i t i o n  to SB 85 b e c o m i n g  law , I cannot s e e  a n y  g oo d  reason to c h a n g e  the 
d a l t o n  h i g h w a y  c o r r i d o r  f rom the us e  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  law . I see no real n e e d  to 
o pen up the c o u n t r y  by  a l l o w i n g  the use of all t e r r a i n ve h i c l e s  ac r o ss  the h i g h w a y  
c o r r i d o r  , m o r e  tha n  is a l l o w  u nd e r  p r e s e n t  law .

I d o  not h a v e  at m y  finger tips a lot of s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o rm a t i o n  to t h r o w  out , but
from w h a t  I h a v e  s e e n  w h i l e  in the a r c t i c  an d  what I h av e  rea d  as far as r e p or t s  are 
c o n c e r n e d  , the a r e a  of a l a s k a  , n o r t h  of the y u k o n  r i v e r  , for the m ost part is 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a f r a g i l e  p l a c e  , that w ill not supp or t  a lot of h u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  . This
is the last f r o n t i e r  of the u n i t e d  s t a t e s  , and o u r  s t a t e , we sh o u l d  us e  it ve r y
c a u t i o u s l y  . not m a n y  last c h a n c e s  left .

I h a d  d * a y s  t h o u g h t , s i n c e  oil d e v e l o p m e n t  in the n o r t h  b egan in the m i d d l e  60s , 
that the l e g i s l a t o r s  as a w h o l e  ha d  a lw a y s  i m p l i e d that they w o u l d  g u a r d  , an d  be ve r y  
c a u t i o u s  as to the e n v e l o p m e n t  of this are a  , I a lw a y s  took w hat I h e a r d  as a p r o m i s e  that 
the i n t e r e s t  of t he  p e o p l e  in that ar e a  w o u l d  be looked a f t e r  . [ Sen . S e e k i n s  has almost 
c o n v i n c e d  m e  , it wa s  just a d r e a m  that I ha d  ] but t here s eems to be o t h e r s  that a l s o  
mus t h a v e  h a d  that s a m e  D r e a m  too .
Sen . S e e k i n s  i m p l i e s  that the a l a s k a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  d e m a n d s  that the a rea s h o u l d  be o p e n e d  

u p  to h u n t i n g  , u s i n g  a n y  k i n d  , of all t e r ra i n  v e h i c l e s  [ A c c o r d i n g  to the bill as I have  
read it ] , t h e r e  is no r e s t r i c t i o n s  as to w h a t  type of v e h i c l e s  , A Ml tank on d ow n  c o u l d  
be u s e d  .

M a y b e  Sen . S e e k i n s  w r o n g  a bout it b e i n g  in the best interest of all a l a s k a n s  to 
o pen the c o r r i d o r  u p  to all v e h i c 1e , all t e r r a i n  t r a f f i c  , i n c r e a s i n g  th e  h u n t i n g  
p r e s s u r e  on the m o o s e  a n d  c a r i b o u  [ an d  o t h e r  anim a l  ] p o p u l a t i o n  of the a r e a  . M a y b e  it 
is o n l y  in the best i n te r e s t  of a s mall p a r t  of A l a s k a’s p o p u l a t i o n  [ not to m e n t i o n  the 
d e s t r u c t i o n  that t h e s e  v e h i c l e s  m a y  do to the l a n d s c a p e  .

If left as it p r e s e n t l y  is , future a l a s k a n s  , that are far out in the future from us 
m ight b e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  thct w e  n e v e r  u s e d  u p  e v e r y  p i e c e  of a l a s k a  that w e  c o u l d  get our 
h a n d s  o l  .

T h e r e  is n o  real n e e d  as I see it to op e n  this a re a  up to mo r e  h u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  than 
is p r e s e n t l y  a l l o w e d  b y  law . w h y  s h o u l d  it b e  c h a n ge d  , just so that s o m e  c o u l d  go up 
t here o n  t h e i r  m u l t i  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r  toys and run the c a r i b o u  , an d  m o o s e  d own w i t h  the 
v e h i c l e s  , so t he y  can just sa y  they k i l l e d  a m o o s e  or c a r i b o u  n o r t h  of the y u k o n  river ?
[ T h e y  c a n  a l r e a d y  do that b y  w a l k i n g  or fl y in g  in , if they so d e s i r e  . T h e r e  is a l r e a d y  
a h u g h  a r e a  of a l a s k a  s o u t h  of the y u k o n  r i v e r that is s e a s o n a b l y  o p e n  for h u n t i n g  , an d  
f i s h i n g  , that a r e a  s h o u l d  b e  large e n o u g h  to a c c o m m o d a t e  us for q u i t e  som e  time . I don't 
b e l i e v e  w e  n e e d  to o p e n  the a rea n o r t h  of the y u k o n a l o n g  the d a l t o n  h i g h w a y  too a 
larger h u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  , b y  a l l o w i n g  a c c e s s  b y  p o w e r e d  v e h i c l e s  from the c o r r i d o r  at this 
time , c o n s i d e r i n g  wha t  it m i g h t  cost the fu t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  . I do no t  b e l i e v e  we n e e d  
the e x t r a  a r e a  at this tim e  .

A c c o r d i n g  to w h a t  I h a v e  r ead , a s k  h u n t e r s  of C a l i f o r n i a  , C o l o r a d o  o r  so m e  o ther 
w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  , n o t  ev e n  to m e n t i o n  e a s t e r n  sta t e s  , h o w  limited the h u n t i n g  a re a  has 
b e c o m e  in t hose s t a t e s  , som e  o l d  time h u n t e r s  of t hose st a t e s d o n ' t  even  t h i n k it is 
w o r t h  b u y i n g  a h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e  a n y  m o r e  , they  c l a i m  t h e r e  is no p l a c e  to hunt . Please 
s ave a l it t l e  of a l a s k a  for t h e  fu t u r e  .

1
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Last bu t  not least , w h o  is goin- -j  p o l i c e  all t h o s e  h u n t e r s  , a n d  w h e r e  is t h e  m o n e y  
co m i n g  f r o m  to p a y  for it ? I wou. t h i nk  if there is s o m e  e x t r a  m o n e y  l a yi n g  a r o u n d  ,
that it c o u l d  be b e t t e r  spent on i m p r o v i n g  h u n t i n g  and  fishing sou*h of the y u k o n  so m o r e
of the p e o p l e  c o u l d  t ake a d v a n t a g e  of the i m p r o v e m e n t s

T h e  v e r y  last t h o u gh t  is , there s h o u l d  n e v e r  be a law p a s s e d  , s hort of a n a t i o n a l  , 
or s t a t e  e m e r g e n c y  , w i t h o u t  k n o w i n g  the cost of it .
T h e r e  is m a n y  o t h e r  r e a s o n s  that this a r e a  sh o u l d  b e  left as it p r e s e n t l y  is , b u t  it
w o u l d  b e  a v e r y  lon g  a n d  b o r i n g  email .

Ora W h i t t l e  
b a r k s @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t  
9 0 7 - 48 8 - 2 7 6 7  
P.O. B o x  10260 
fai rb a n k s  , A l a s k a  9971
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Friday, April 08, 2005 8:38 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW: SB 85

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: J i m  A l l e n  [m a i l t o : j i m . a l l e n @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t ]
Sent: Thursday, A pril 07, 2005 9:35 PM 
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r  
Subject: SB 85

Dear S e n a t o r  T o m  W a g o n e r -

I w i s h  to c o m m e n t  on SB 85, a n d  1 requ e s t  m y  c o m m e n t s  be i n c l u d e d  in the o f f i c i a l r e co r d
of the bill, so that a n y  S e n a t o r  can see them

SB 85 w o u l d  o p e n  the D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  c o r r i d o r  to A T V  access. A f t e r  s e e i n g  the d i s a s t e r  
c r e a t e d  in the W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  b y  ATVs. I do not w ant yet a n o t h e r  a r e a  of 
m y  s t a t e  w r e c k e d  in a s i m i la r  way. It is even w o r s e  to c o n t e m p l a t e  the d a m a g e  to 
p e r m a f r o s t  t un d r a  in c o n t r a s t  to the r o c k  a r ea s  in the W h i t e  Mountains.

D o i n g  this will i r r e p a r a b l y  h a r m  the tundra, leav i ng  tracks a n d  c h a n g i n g  d r a i n a g e s  for 
decades. It w i l l  a l s o  c r e a t e  an e y e s o r e  for all of us w h o  u s e  the D a l t o n  to fish, hunt,
and hike, w i t h  real n e g a t i v e  imnact on t o u r i s m  - this is c u r r e n t l y  u n s p o i l e d  w i l d  land
that p e o p l e  c om e  from all ove r  ^he w o r l d  to see, an d  wo n ' t  anymore.

T his bill also  b r e a k s  p r o m i s e s  m a d e  to r e s i d e n t s  of the N o r t h  S lope B o r o u g h  in the 1970s, 
that s a i d  that, t ho u g h  the D a l t o n  w a s  b e i n g  built, it w o u l d  not be u s e d  as a l a u n c h i n g  
pad for A T V  use. O u r  g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  keep its promises.

T h a n k  y o u  for c o n s i d e r i n g  m y  comment.

J i m  A l l e n
1780 F es t i v a l  D r i v e  
Fairbanks, AK 99709

479-3341
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From: Sen. Tom Wagoner

Sent: Friday. April 08, 2005 8:52 AM

To: Mary Jackson

Subject: FW: SB 85

Mary Jackson

From: julie klaker [mailto:julieklaker@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2005 5:02 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject: SB 85

Senator,

I would like to voice my opposition to SB 85.

I oppose this b ill primarily because o f the damage that ATV use w ill do to the tundra in this fragile ecosystem. You 
can not deny that ATV use on tundra causes irreparable damage that can be seen for decades even after the use has 

stopped. 1 fear that ATV use o ff the Dalton w ill be out o f control due to the state's inability to enforce any well 
intentioned rules placed to regulate use.

Tracking o f the tundra w ill cause water to run were it never has before leading to erosion. These muck pits are 
horrid and scar the tundra permanently.

1 also think it disrespectful o f the current state senate to consider going against the promise that was made in the 

70's that this land would never be open to o ff road vehicles when the Dalton was built. It is too typical o f our 

government to break these promises when they no longer suit the political agenda.

Please don't keep turning Alaska into the lower 48 by opening every bit o f wilderness to motorized use and abuse. 

Thank you,

Julie Klaker

Do you Yahoo!?

Yahoo! Small Business - T ry our new resources site!

4/8/2005
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From: dogmushing@mosquitonet.com

Sent: Friday. April 08, 2005 11 05 AM

To: senator tom wagoner@legi.state.ak us

Subject: SB 85

I am opposed to opening up the Dalton Highway corridor to ATV use for the fo llow ing reast > 

Irreparable harm to the fragile tundra and w ild life migration.

Increased cost o f law enforcement.

Easier access to the pipeline in these days o f increased security.

Break the promise in the 70's made to residents there that ATV's would not be allowed.

We all know what damage motorized cause to w ild life  and the land. Let's not trash this state. 

Sincerely,

Kathryn Lenniger 

PO Box 83601 

1291 Ivory Rd.

Fairbanks, Ak .99708 

907 479-5090

Mary Jackson

4/8/2005

mailto:dogmushing@mosquitonet.com
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Tuesday. March 29, 2005 11:45 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW: SB 85

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: B a r k s  [m a i l t o : b a r k s @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t ]
Sent: Thursday, M a r c h  24, 2005 5:08 PM 
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r  
Subject: S B  85

D ea r  R a l p h  ,

In r e f e r e n c e  to y o u r  SB 85 , a bout o p e n i n g  up the c or r i d o r  a l o n g  the d a l t o n  h i g h w a y
[five m i l e s  on e ach of sid e  the road ]

Y o u  s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  all the p r o m i s e s  that the a l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a d e  to the p e o p l e  of
al a s k a  , a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  the n a t i v e s  v i l l a g e s  a l o n g  the w a y  a n d  a l l  o t h e r s  a l on g  th e  w a y
that w e r e  o p p o s e d  to b u i l d i n g  t h e  haul roa d  , an d  w e r e  for p r o t e c t i n g  the a r e a  to some 
d e g r e e  f r o m  the e n c r o a c h m e n t  of all t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s  , and ove r  h u n t i n g  an d  p r e s e r v i n g  the 
area for t h e  p e o p l e  a l o n g  the w a y  .

A  p r o m i s e  a n d  a dea l  w a s  m a d e  b y  t h e  a l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  that w a s  p a s s e d  into law , 
that s a i d  that a five m i l e  w i d e  s w a p  a l o n g  each sid e  of the d al t o n  h i g h w a y  w o u l d  b e  
p r o t e c t e d  fro m  h u n t i n g  , a n d  all t e r r a i n  traffic so that b u i l d i n g  the haul r o a d  w o u l d  not 
a f f e c t  the natu ra l  s t a t e  of the a r e a  . Th a t  was the p r o m i s e  . H o w  long is a p r o m i s e  
s u p p o s e  to b e  for ? O r  how short a time s pan in w h i c h  a p r o m i s e  is b r o k e n  , b e f o r e  it 
b e c o m e s  a total lie ?

N o w  that that y o u  want to c h a n g e  all of those p r o m i s es  a n d  law  , w h a t  d o e s  that m a k e  
the l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  that o r i g i n a l l y  m a d e  the p r o m i s e  that the th i n g s  that yo u w o u l d  like 
see h a p p e n  , w o u l d  n e v e r  h a p p e n  ?

I r e a l i z e  that to some d e g r e e  that like the o l d  b o b  d y l a n  s o n g  that times are  a 
c h a n g i n g  , but t imes a r e  c h a n g i n g  t o w a r d  the o p p o s i t e  of y o u r  bill , in that the five 
m i l e  c o r r i d o r  b e i n g  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  to p r e s e r v e  today than w h e n  the p r o m i s e  w a s  first m a d e  
to the p e o p l e  .

If w e  c o u l d  b a c k  in time , a n d  t o d a y w a s  the time just b e f o r e  the haul r o a d  w a s  to be 
c o n s t r u c t e d  , a n d  the s t a t e  of a l a s k a  n e e d e d  the p e r m i t s  and the s u p p o r t  of t h o s e  o p p o s e d  
to it's c o n s t r u c t i o n  , what p r o m i s e s  w o u l d  the s t at e  m a k e  to them , w o u l d  the s t a t e  lie to 
them ?

A l a s k a  has b e e n  tr y i ng  for y e a r s  to get ..he a nwar area of the n o r t h  s l o p e  o p e n e d  up 
for o il  d r i l l i n g  [in w h i c h  I am not o p p o s e d  to , as long as p r o m i s e s  , an d  l a w  a r e  not
b r o k e n  , ] N o w  h o w  a r e  you g o i n g  to e x p l a i n  to those that a r e  o p p o s e d  to o p e n i n g  a n w a r  ,
that w h e n  a l a s k a  m a k e s  a deal a n d  a p r o m i s e  , it is just a t e m p o r a r y  t h i n g  , that a l a s k a  
m a k e s p r o m i s e s  to it't peop e an d  o t h e r s  in the us a , a n d  a r o u n d  the w o r l d  that it does 
not in t e n d  to k e e p  ?

T h i s  h a s  a s i m i l a r i t y  to the l o n g e v i t y  bonus that the r e p u b l i c a n s  l in e d  u p  b e h i n d  gov.
m u r k o w s k i  to do a w a y  w i t h  , the l o n g e v i t y  bonus I r e a l i z e  was not law , but w a s  a p r o m i s e
from the l e g i s l a t u r e  , to the o l d  p e o p l e  of a l a s k a  .From w h e r e  the m o n e y  c a m e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  
h ave b e e n  an i ssue . a l a s k a  m a d e  a p r o m i s e  to the e l d e r l y  p e o p l e  of the s t a t e  that they 
w o u l d  r e c e i v e  that a m o u n t  a n d  p o r t i o n  of the oil r e s o u r c e s  m o n e y  , r e g a r d l e s s  of h o w  m a n y  
other p l a c e s  that the s tate c o u ld  s pend the m o n e y  .

A l l  t h e s e  things w e r e  a s o l e m n  p r o m i s e  .

Or a  L . W h i t t l e  
b a r k s @ a c s a l a s k a .ne t  
9 0 7 - 4 8 8 - 2 7 6 7  
P.O. B o x  10260 
fai r b a n ks  , A l a s k a  99710
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen Tom Wagoner
Tuesday, March 29, 2005 10:36 AM
Mary Jackson
FW: Dalton Corridor ATV use

SB 85

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: S a r a h  H o b b i e  [m a i l t o : s h o b b i e @ u m n . e d u ]
Sent: Monday, M a r c h  28, 2005 11:02 A M
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r
Subject: Da l t o n  C o r r i d o r  A T V  use

D e a r  Senator,

I a m  an A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of M i n n e s o t a  a n d  h a v e  c o n d u c t e d  r e s e a r c h  at 
the T o o l i k  F ield S t a t i o n  in the past. I also c u r r e n t l y  a d v i s e  a g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  w h o  is 
c o n d u c t i n g  r e s e a r c h  there.
I was d i s m a y e d  to learn about a bill p e n d i n g  in the A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  that w o u l d  repeal 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e  us e  of A T V s  an d  o f f - r r a d  v e h i c l e s  w i t h i n  a 5 - m i l e  c o r r i d o r  s u r r o u n d i n g  
the D a l t o n  Highway.

H a v i n g  t r a v e l e d  in the A n u k t u v u k  Pass region, I ha v e  witnt sed just h o w  d e s t r u c t i v e  A T V  
travel can be  in s e n s i t i v e  tun d r a  regions. T h e s e  v e h i c l e s  rip up the t u n d r a  v e g e t a t i o n  
a n d  c a u s e  e x t e n s i v e  m e l t i n g  of p ermafrost, e s s e n t i a l l y  r e s u l t i n g  in muddy, u n v e g e t a t e d  
scars o n  the l a n d s c a p e  that w i l l  not recover. A reas w h e r e  v e h i c l e s  p a s s e d  even a s i n g l e  
time in the 1970s ar e  still v i s i b l e  to d a y  as h a v i n g  d i s t i n c t  p l a n t  c o v e r  from the 
s u r r o u n d i n g  rundra.

A T V  use in the r eg i o n  of T o o l i k  F i e l d  S t a t i o n  w o u l d  be d e v a s t a t i n g  to the r e s e a r c h  that 
goes on there, p o t e n t i a l l y  c o m p r o m i s i n g  o n g o i n g  s t u d i es  as w e l l  as d e s t r o y i n g  the 
p o t e n t i a l  for f u t u r e  studies. This r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n  is the p r e m i e r  a r c t i c  s c i e n t i f i c  
r e s e a r c h  s t a t i o n  in the US. Thus, the s c i e n t i s t s  w h o  w o r k  th e r e  m a k e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  
s c i e n t i f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of ar c t ic  s y s t e m s  world w id e .  T h e y  a l s o  m ak e  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  financial c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the state, d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  the u s e r  fees that a r e  
p a i d  b y  r e s e a r c h  irants a n d  b y  the N a t i o n a l  S c i e n c e  F o u n d a t i o n  to the U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Alaska, an d  indirectly, b y  s u p p o r t i n g  the e c o n o m y  of F a i r b a n k s  and the N o r t h  S l o p e  
(through air travel, v e h i c l e  rental, h o te l  acco m m o d a t io n s ,  etc.). If s c i e n t i s t s  w o r k i n g  
at the T o o l i k  F i e ld  S t a t i o n  k n e w  that their r e s e a r c h  w o u l d  p o t e n t i a l l y  be c o m p r o m i s e d  by 
A T V  travel, t hey w o u l d  l ik e l y  take t h o se  r e s e a r ch  d o l l a r s  elsewhere.
A l t h o u g h  s a f e g u a r d s  that p r o t e c t  p a r t i c u l a r  regions from A T V  travel m i g h t  be legislated, 
t h e y  w i l l  be n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to enforce. I h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  h o w  t h i n l y  B L M  o f f i c e r s  are 
s t r e t c h e d  a l r e a d y  on the N o r t h  Slope, in the form of illegal h u n t i n g  a l o n g  the D al t o n  

Highway.

A T V  use al o n g  the e n t i r e  D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  w o u l d  be d e v a s t a t i n g  for the region, c a u s i n g  
i r r e p a r a b l e  h a r m  to this frag i le  landscape.

I urg e  y o u  to v o t e  a g a i n s t  o p e n i n g  up  the Dal t o n  H i g h w a y  c o r r i d o r  to A T V  a n d  o f f - r o a d  

v e h i c l e  use.

Pl e a s e  i n c l u d e  this email in the o f f i c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  r e c o r d  on this bill.

Sincerely,

S a r a h Hobbie, A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s or

* *u n  S a b b a t i c a l ,  S e p t  04 -  May 0 5 * *

mailto:shobbie@umn.edu


Sarah E. Hobbie, A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
Dept, of Ecology, Evolution, an d  B e h a v i o r  U n i v e r s i t y  of M i n n e s o t a
1987 U p p e r  B u f o r d  C i r c l e
St. Paul M N  55108
ph: 6 1 2 - 6 2 5 - 6 2 6 9
FAX: 6 1 2 - 6 2 4 - 6 7 7 7
h t t p : / / w w w . c b s . u m n . e d u / l a b s / s h o b b i e /
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c! â > y '- f  ai d  _£X^u Sl J lA±>£

)»  4 ^  &Pe a t e £ — A J & j .

* * ^ l y  t l i V & J  U  l/J iS JU aaMrtti. £ i ’* C # - J ?
/

y e & f i y  4 4 ;«  SHLa. i i £ t * ^ £ a S ,

* ^ jT  f f t l * '  r fn ™ *  ,, T ^ lr t iw t ^  e * * * J

J a r  J i u

yfAM yf J * u .r  ___ j£ T  .g /A  ..Om ^& ISL£^jOfiLyL$a>£yL-

J$ yo y j> S  A t — (X^a . J  ^Q sJ .iJ 'a J— v r $  . -.

____________ ^  J l & r £ - -  A 4 l. iL<^£ -‘t k f j g  U ^A t C tftf . _

^ £ X ’fr< ^ v r? — 4L. 5  <. / l le a g .c ^ ________

J iL u ^ t- ^ ^ d  - Cfiu t i b f i u .-h x f V s & t s —  ^ / a j d c c g ^ -

 A v u r  A g ;  y '£-r/  U^O /< J .L ^ jsaa<uJ  ,

g A H p / *  / W V 6 .« r /  q J & S & .T -Z  f { c d ______
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î // -? /j'F ^'ItaOrigin

rt~£- ^a lia s '* ) » l/J lJe l V'fe Qr&i&z.'blout d o& s
f

adk£*kWfcl
0



JACK REAKOFF FAX NO. : 9076782007 A pr. 08 2 0 0 5  l i r i l A M  P5

cl)

/ n  51 — r t K  f v ^ v < 4 > — s/ T r  a.d a L A l c ^ o J

. _j f J i  r  G '& liv w f

. o k a s  & xz C a r r \ d * f $ — r r a u y ' e j — u& u i d

A ’f f L g  . " T t * .  S V ^ £  g ^ L

/ f / ^ f r A  ^ .* u A d i  litiu j* ._____tuabL .________________________ C jte3L i..dM jxia l&

_  j£ $ L  jx^  r e ^ x i j K ^  j a y  !& £ --

/*>'£■  ^?/// 2 ~ &  fi£ $ r— uJ l LI. j £ i L  a l t  H ^imC



Can W e Really Manage ATV Use in  Alaska?
Or will the Haul Road Corridor become yet another ATV trail swamp?

Caribou Hills Photo The trails in this photo have grown to 
over 300 ft wide and are caused be irresponsible users of 
Off Road Vehicles (ORVs). As ORVs speed over the trail, 
they churn up dirt and rocks, disturbing and eventually 
killing vegetation Once this happens, the exposed surface 
is susceptible to erosion and water pooling, turning the trail 
into a mud track. ORVers, trying to avoid the mud and 
spray, migrate to the outside of trails and subsequently 
widen them Once the damage is done, it takes decades for 
the landscape to recover Allowing ORV use in the 
Northern Dalton Highway Corridor would result in similar 
destruction, in an area that is already ecologically 
sensitive.

Impacted ATV Trail, Wrangell-St. Elias Photo You can see clearly in 
this photo that the outer right edge of the trail is already being eroded 
As more ORV users ride this trail, they tend to ride on the outside, 
further eroding the trail. Eventually, this trail will probably migrate 
around the tree in foreground, widening the area impacted In addition 
to environmental impacts, wildlife is also disturbed by ORV use.
Moose, caribou and other game species I nd to decline in areas with 
ORV traffic Subsistence hunters in this area will be greatly 
impacted through competition with urban hunters for game 
resources that are already in decline Unlike urban hunters, 
subsistence users need game resources to feed their families, and we 
have a responsibility to take care of wildlife populations for use by all, 
including future generations.

S«v»r»ry Im pact* ) ATV Trail -  W r»ng«IIS t Ellaa 
NPAP

New ATV Trail, Wrangell-St. Elias Photo. The inability 
of Iccal, state and federal agencies to properly monitor and 
enforce responsible riding is what causes the most 
destruction SB R5 has no financial earmarks to fund 
monitoring of ORV use along the Northern Dalton Highway 
Corridor, protec. ORV riders and nearby communities from 
increased human-start fires, has no funding for emergency 
health services and search and rescue operations, and makes 
no provisions to monitor wildlife populations. The bottom line is 
that SB 85 will cost the state of Alaska money, time and 
resources while damaging the landscape and impacting 
wildlife populations, local communities and subsistence 
hunters. This is too much long term damage to justify such a 
short-sighted proposition. Damage like this diminishes 
recreational opportunities for average Alaskans, especially 
wildlife viewers, backpackers, and hikers

300* FI. Wld« ATV Trull 
C a r ib o u  H ill*
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C lif f  Eames and Ruth McHenry 

HC 60 Box 306T 

Copper Center, AK 99573

Re: SB 85

Dear Senate Resources Committee Members:

We are writing to ask you to oppose SB 85, which would repeal the ban on the use o f 

certain off-road vehicles w ithin five miles o f the right-of-way o f the Dalton Highway.

The repeal would have a number o f adverse effects. It would encourage additional sport 

hunting and sport trapping in the area, which would compete with local subsistence 

activities.

It would also move game away from the highway corridor. This would have several 

harmful effects. It would reduce success for those without ATVs, and it would deprive 

game o f the use o f the habitat. Both o f these effects have been o f concern to the 

Department o f Fish and Game in other parts o f the State. The department raised these 

issues with regard to the Talkeetna Mountains almost two decades ago, and they are o f 

concern to the department at the present time in other parts o f the Copper Basin. 

Furthermore, pushing game away from the highway corridor would also make it less 

likely that those driving the highway for pleasure, both Alaskans and visitors, would be 

able to view' w ild life  on their trip.

Finally, we have seen the effe*. s o f virtually unregulated cross country (off-trail) ATV 

use, most o f it for recreational purposes, in the Talkeetna and other mountains o ff o f the 

Glenn and Denali highways, and in the Susitna Valley, and we don’t believe that these 

effects should be tolerated. Vegetation is destroy'd, soils are degraded, water quality is 

reduced (with ADF&G  predicting adverse effects on fisheries as a result), and beautiful 

Alaskan landscapes are made ugly. We have no reason to believe that ATV use in the 

Dalton Highway corridor w ill be any more responsibly managed than it has been on 

general State and BLM lands elsewhere in Alaska.

Please oppose SB 85, and thank you for your serious consideration o f our concerns.

April 4, 2005

Senate Resources Committee
State Capitol, Room 427
Juneau, AK 99801-1182



We would appreciate it i f  this letter were distributed to all committee members and were 

.ncluded in the administrative record for the b ill.

Sincerely,

0 4 ^ C a w ^ - ,

C liff Eames Ruth McHenry , y



The Legislature acknowledges the provisions o f Article V III , Sections I , 2 and 3 

o f the Alaska State Constitution. These sections provide, seriatim, that: (1) it is the 

policy of the State to encourage the settlement of its hind and the development of its 

resources by making them available for maximum use consistent with the public interest; 

(2) the legislature shall provide for the utilization, development, and conservation of all 

natural resources belonging to the State, including land and waters, for the maximum 

benefit of its people; and (3) wherever occurring in their natural state, fish, w ild life and 

waters arc reserved to the people for common use.

The Legislature thus recognizes that it is the policy of the state to encourage the 

development o f its land and resources, but in a manner that recognizes the collective 

interests of the people as the owners of these lands and resources. It is consistent with the 

public interest that resources be developed responsibly - not ruined or plundered.

It is the intent of the Legislature, by removing the AS 19.40.210 blanket 

prohibition of all recreational off-road vehicles on the lands within the Dalton Highway 

corridor north of the Yukon River bridge, to encourage and provide for a broad range of 

public access alternatives to public lands consistent with the multiple use principle and to 

do so in concert with modern principles of stewardship.

However, it is not the intent of the Legislature to allow unfettered or irresponsible 

use of off road vehicles on either public or private lands. And, in the case o f the lands 

north o f the Yukon River bridge, the legislature is aware that time w ill be needed for the 

appropriate federal and state land and resource managers to design and implement plans 

that balance access with care for the lands and resources. Therefore, it is also the intent 

of the Legislature to allow sufficient time for State and Federal land and resource 

managers to develop and implement appropriate land use and resource management plans 

for the Dalton H ighway corridor and adjacent lands before the current statutory 

prohibition is removed.

W ith the foregoing in mind, the effective date for this b ill is 12 months fo llow ing 

the date of passage into law. Following consultation with the appropriate land and 

resource managers, it is the understanding of the Legislature that this 12-month delay is 

sufficient time for the agencies and boards to complete their processes - all of which 

include public hearings - and to have their respective land use and resource use plans in 

place prior to the removal o f the prohibition.

It is also the intent of the Legislature that, if  the 12-month delay is not sufficient 

time for the orderly completion of the public process necessary to implement appropriate 

land and resource management plans, it w ill meet in regular session and extend the 

effective date for an additional period not to exceed 12 months.





y f? k * ^  I



'[ 1 r\ o f  S 'h p J i c y  

3 3 3  &rccJc'> / V
A * c  7 ? 7 ? C >



N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

P.O. Box 69 
B a r r o w ,  A l a s k a  99723 
»  907 852-2611 ext. 200 
Fax: 907 852-0337
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G e o r g e  N .  A h m a o g a k , Sr., M a y o r  

April 20, 2005

Senator Ralph Seek in s V ia.Fax. 465-5241

A laska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, A laska 99801 -1182

RE: Federal, state and local governm ent m eetings on SB  85 

Dear Senator Seekins:

A s you know, the North S lope Borough has serious concerns about SB  85. W e b elieve it 
w ill have negative e ffec ts on subsistence use and protection o f  cultural sites near the 
Dalton H ighway. We are also concerned about the Fiscal im pacts on our local governm ent 
when public safety and search-and-rescue needs expand w ith increased recreational 
traffic from  the highway.

Ever since opening the Haul Road to public use w as first d iscussed in 1978, w e have 
been clear and consisten t in our opposition to  recreational uses along a corridor that 
o ffic ia ls orig inally prom ised us would be reserv ed for industrial traffic on ly. A t the same 
time, the borough has cooperated w ith state and federal o ffic ia ls in planning for 
responsive management o f  the area. Governor Hammond com m itted tne state to this 
three-way cooperative approach in a letter to the legislature on proposed Haul Road 
leg isla tion  in 1980, in w hich he prom ised to “ ...p rov ide for the State’s continued 
participation in cooperative planning for the haul ro" i  and surrounding lands to ensure 
coordinated management among federal, State <. . al governm ents.”

I w as pleased to hear from  D ennis Roper, m y Special A ssistant for Government and 
External A ffairs, that you are w illing to hold your bil! over until the next legislative 
session  to a llow  for continued dialogue on acceptable u ses o f  the D alton H ighway. The 
North S lope Borough is ready and w illin g to m eet w ith you, federal and state agencies 
and local governm ents to advance our respective interests. We look forward to a good- 
faith exchange o f  v iew s. Good things can happen when opposing view poin ts com e 
together in a spirit o f  mutual respect.



Senator Ralph Seekins
April 20, 2005

Please contact Dennis Roper when your office and the appropriate agencies are ready to 
sit down and chat on this important topic.

Sincerely,

^G^prge N. Ahmaogak, Sr.
Mayor

cc: Senator Thomas Wagoner, Chairman V ia.Fax. 465-4779
Senate Resources Committee
Senator Donny Olson V ia.Fax. 465-4821
Representative Reggie. oule V ia.Fax. 465-4586
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N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

P.O. Box 69 
B a rro w , A la s k a  99723 
«  907 852-2611 ext. 200 
Fax: 907 852-0337

George  N . A hm aogak , Sr., M ay o r  

April 20,2005

Senator Ralph Seekins Vla.Fax. 465-5241
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

RE: Federal, state and local government meetings on SB 85 

Dear Senator Seekins:

As you know, the North Slope Borough has serious concerns about SB 85. We believe it 
w ill have negative effects on subsistence use and protection o f  cultural sites near the 
Dalton Highway. We are also concerned about tho fiscal impacts on our local government 
when public safety and search-and-rescue needs expand with increased recreational 
traffic from the highway.

Ever since opening the Haul Road to public use was first discussed in 1978, we have 
been clear and consistent in our opposition to recreational uses along a corridor that 
officials originally promised us would be reserved for industrial traffic only. At the same 
time, the borough has cooperated with state and federal officia ls in planning for 
responsive management o f  the area. Governor Hammond committed the state to this 
three-way cooperative approach in a letter to the legislature on proposed Haul Road 
legislation in 1980, in which be promised to . .provide for the State’s continued 
participation in cooperative planning for the haul road and surrounding lands to ensure 
coordinated management among federal, State and local governments.”

I was pleased to bear from Dennis Roper, my Special Assistant for Government and 
External Affairs, that you are w illing to hold your bill over until the next legislative 
session to  allow  for continued dialogue on acceptable uses o f  the Dalton Highway. The 
North Slope Borough is ready and w illing »o meet with you, federal and state agencies, 
and local governments to advance our respective interests. We look forward to a good- 
faitb exchange o f  view s. Good things can happen when opposing viewpoints come 
together in a spirit o f  mutual respect
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Senator Ralph Seekins 
April 20,2005

Please contact Dennis Roper when your office and the appropriate agencies arc ready to 
sit down aod chat on this important topic.

Sincerely,

Mayor

cc: Scoalor Thomas Wagoner, Chairman
Senate Resources Committee 
Senator Donny Olson 
Representative Reggie Joule

V is .F u . 465-4779

V ia .Fax . 465-4821 
V .x .F ax . 465-4586



r

OJ'22/2008 18:04 FAX 907 882 0337
A

NSB MAYORS OFFICE @001

GEORGE 5. AHMAOGAK, SR.
MAYOR

R O R T H  S L O P E  B O R O U G H

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
RO. Box 69 
Barrow, Alaska 99723

Phone: 907-852-2611 or 
907-852-0200 

Fax: 907-862-0337

F A S C IM IL E  C O V E R  S H E E T

D ATE : A p r il 22, 2005

T O : sanator thomae Wagoner, Chairman Goorgo Ahmaogak, S r .. Mayor

N U M B E R  O F P A G E S : _  2 ( IN C L U D IN G  T R A N S M IS S IO N  M E M O ) 

FAX N U M B E R : 465-4779?

D E S C R IP T IO N : __________________________________________________________________

O R IG IN A L  TO  F O L L O W : YES  NO

O PERA TO R : ________________________________________

M ESSAGE :

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE READING THIS PACSIMILE, OR DO NOT RECEIVE ALL THE PAGES, PLEASE 

CONTACT US IMMEDIATELY.
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N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h
O f f ic e  o f  t h e  M a y o r

P.O. Box 69 
B a rro w , A la s k a  99723 
» 907 852-2611 ext. 200 
Fax; 907 852-0337

George N . A hm aogak , Sr., M a y o r

April 22,2005

Senator Thomas Wagoner, Chairman V ix.Facsim ile 465-4779 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wagoner:

I take personal pleasure in sending you my thanks, as Mayor o f the North S'ope 
Borough, for ycur generous assistance in working out a compromise in the legislation 
proposed in Senate B ill 85. Your efforts arc a good example o f  crvi’ governance at its 
best - a lawmaker providing fall information and due process to citizens. My Special 
Assistant Dennis Roper kept me informed, beginning with the introduction o f  SB 85. He 
explained that you were influential in getting Senator Seek! ■» to pull the legislation this 
session and let it proceed through a review process during the interim.

Dennis has often noted to me the sim ilarities between the North Slope Borough and 
the Kenai Peninsula Borough. We both have oil and gas development and both boroughs 
have coastal district communities. The dialogue Dennis has promoted between our 
boroughs has brought an appreciation in my administration for the sim ilarities we share. 
Tn other words, you understand. In a perfect situation, we would have preferred to see the 
bill stay in Resources because we are more comfortable w ith your oversight as chairman. 
But let there be no mistake, w e appreciate your helping us to an important step in the 
process - dialogue between various agencies and local government involved in the Haul 
Road. For that you have our special thanks.

Sincerely,

v GMrge N . Ahmaogak, Sr. 
Mayor
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From: Karen Jettmar [info@equinoxexpeditions.com]

Sent: Monday. Febr ary 28, 2005 5:35 PM

To: Sen. Tom Wagoner

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  

t o  l i f t  t h e  b a n  o n  o f f - r o a d  a n d  a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e s  o n  l a n d s .  T h e  

H a u l  R o a d  w a s  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  b u i l t  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  T r a n s -  

A l a s k a  p i p e l i n e .  T h a t  t h e  r o a d  t r a v e r s e s  f e d e r a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  

l a n d s  m a k e s  t h e s e  l a n d s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  m i s u s e .  A T V s  a n d  

O R V s  a r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  o n  n a t i o n a l  p a r k  a n d  r e f u g e  l a n d s ,  y e t  

t h e r e  i s  l i t t le  m a n p o w e r  a v a i l a b l e  t o  e n f o r c e  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n .  If  

t h e  b a n  o n  O R V s  is  l i f t e d ,  r i d e r s  w i l l  b e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p a r k s  a n d  

r e f u g e s ,  a s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  b o u n d a r y  l i n e s  o u t  o n  t h e  l a n d  t o  

i n f o r m ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  O N E  s t a t e  t r o o p e r  o n  t h e  H a u l  R o a d ,  

a n d  o n e  o n e  B L M  R a n g e r .  T h i s  a r e a  s i m p l y  c a n n o t  b e  

p a t r o l l e d ,  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p o a c h i n g  a n d  o t h e r  i l l e g a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  i s  b o u n d  t o  o c c u r  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  f r i g h t e n i n g .  T h e r e  

is  s i m p l y  n o  r e a s o n  i o  a l l o w  p e o p l e  t o  e n t e r  t h e s e  l a n d s ,  

w h e t h e r  B L M ,  p a r k ,  r e f u g e ,  o r  s t a t e ,  o n  O R V s .

I a m  a m o n g  t h e  t o u r  o p e r a t o r s  w h o  c o u n t  o n  w i l d e r n e s s  a n d  

w i l d l i f e  t o  c o n d u c t  m y  b u s i n e s s .  W e  b r i n g  p e o p l e  u p  t h e  H a u l  

R o a d ,  a n d  t h e n  i n t o  t h e  B r o o k s  R a n g e  o n  h i k i n g  a n d  p a d d l i n g  

t r i p s .  T h e  r o a d  w a s  r e a l l y  n e v e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  a  p u b l i c  

h i g h w a y ,  it  w a s  t o  b e  a n  a c c e s s  r o a d  f o r  s e r v i c i n g  t h e  p i p e l i n e .

I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  l i k e  t h a t  t h e  l a n d s  o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  H a u l  R o a d  

a r e  s o  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  p u b l i c  a b u s e .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  m a n  s h o t  t h e  

p i p e l i n e  a n d  it  t o o k  d a y s  t o  s h u t  o f f  t h e  l e a k  s a y s  t o  m e  t h a t  

p a t r o l l i n g  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  a r e a  i s  a  r e a l  p r o b l e m .  A l l o w i n g  

p e o p l e  a c c e s s  t o  w i l d l a n d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r o a d  w i l l  d e s t r o y  

e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  m y  c l i e n t s  c o m e  t o  A l a s k a  t o  s e e .

T h e  H a u l  R o a d  h a s  s e e n  a  s t e a d y  i n c r e a s e  o f  s u m m e r  v i s i t o r s

Am y L. Seitz

3/1/2005
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w h o  c o m e  u p  t h e  r o a d  t o  v i e w  w i l d l i f e  a n d  w i l d e r n e s s .  I n  a  

s e n s e ,  t h e  H a u l  R o a d  i s  l i k e  t h e  r o a d  t h r o u g h  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  

P a r k -  it  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  d e  f a c t o  w i l d e r n e s s ,  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  a  

n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  c o r r i d o r  f o r  v i s i t o r s .  P e o p l e  c o m e  b e c a u s e  o f  it s  

w i l d n e s s .  O R V  t r a i l s  c r i s s c r o s s  o t h e r  p a r t s  cf t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  a r e  

r u n n i n g  t h e  w i l d l a n d s  r o u g h s h o d .  It  i s  t r a g i c .  A s  it i s ,  h u n t e r s  

p r o w l  t h e  H a u l  R o a d  in  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s ,  h u n t i n g  c a r i b o u  f r o m  t h e  

r o a d .  W i t h  n o  b a n ,  t h e y ' l l  b e  c r i s s c r o s s i n g  t h e  t u n d r a ,  

d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p r i s t i n e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  l i e  j u s t  b e y o n d  t h e  

p i p e l i n e  c o r r i d o r ,  t e a r i n g  u p  t h e  t u n d r a ,  a n d  l e a v i n g  s c a r s  

a c r o s s  t h e  l a n d ,  l i k e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t  in  t h e  S u s i t n a  V a l l e y ,  

T a l k e e t n a  M o u n t a i n s ,  N a b e s n a  R o a d ,  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .

P l e a s e  d o  n o t  p a s s  S B  8 5 .

Karen Jcltmar

Equinox Wilderness Expeditions 

2440 E. Tudor Road, #1102 

Anchorage, AK 99507 

htip.VAvww. equinoxexpcditions.com 

info@equinoxexpeditions.com
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From: Sen. Tom Wagoner

Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2005 9:37 AM

To: Mary Jackson

Subject: FW: SB 85

Mary Jackson

From: Syndonia Bret-Harte [mailto:ffmsb@uaf.edu]
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 6:46 PM
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Ben Stevens; S.n. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. 
Gretchen Guess 
Subject: SB 85

P tr Chairman Wagoner and members o f the Senate Resources Committee,

My name is Syndonia Bret-Harte, I am research assistant professor with the Institute o f Arctic Biology, University 

o f Alaska, Fairbanks, and the Associate Science Director for the Toolik Field Station. I write to you today as a 

manager o f the Toolik Field Station (TFS). As a manager o f TFS. I have concerns that off-road vehicle use could 

harm our extensive research urogram, which is located primarily within the Dalton Highway Corridor.

TFS is located at m ile 284.5 on the Dalton Highway, and has been a national center for Arctic research for 30 

years. Research there focuses on the adaptations o f animals, birds, insects, and plants to the arctic environment. 

Research also focuses on the Arctic environment as a whole system, and how this system feeds back to affect global 
climate patterns. Research focuses on the controls over productivity in arctic ecosystems, and how productivity is 

influenced by the movement o f water, nutrients and sediment between different types o f arctic landscapes, as well 

as between land and freshwater streams and lakes. My own research is focused on how plant species affect the 

processing o f carbon and nitrogen, and how changes in the balance o f plant species with climate wanning is likely 

to affect ecosystem function and feedbacks to further war uing.

Research at TFS involves monitoring as well as long-term experiments, and much o f what we know about the 
functioning o f  arctic ecosystems comes from the 30-year record o f scientific research at TFS. There are over

13,000 research plots within the Dalton Highway Corridor near TFS. Currently, about 350 researchers work at TFS 
every year, coming from 70 universities and other institutions representing all 50 states and from some international 
institutions. The National Science Foundation (NSF) o f the United States o f America has made a substantial 

investment in research at TFS. Currently, funding for research at TFS totals $36,000,000 (averaging $8,600,000 

annually), and the TFS receives annual support from NSF for operations, logistics, facility support and facilities 

upgrades o f approximately $2,700,000.

More than 500 scientific papers have been published in peer-reviewed journals on work done at TFS, including 

publications in high-profile journals such as Science, Nature. BioSciencc, and Ecology\ Research based at TFS has 
also been instrumental for critical policy and management documents such as the National Research Council's 

report on Cumulative Environmental Effects o f O il and Gas Activities on the Alaska's North Slope (2003). The 
Bureau o f Land Management has recognized the area around TFS as Research Natural Area/ Area o f Critical 

Environmental Concern. TFS is the flagship U.S. terrestrial arctic research station, and the NSF anticipates that 

research activity w ill continue to grow and expand.

Continued integrity o f the landscape is critical to continued federal support o f TFS. Currently, off-road vehicle use 

is prohibited ai >und TFS, except that limited snow-machine use is allowed during a short window in late winter 

each year, for point-to-point use in support o f science, under permit from BLM . Because off-road vehicle use.

4/11/2005
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especially by 4-whcelcrs in summer, can damage vegetation, cause permafrost melting and change drainage paths 

for water, it could severely compromise our research programs. Many o f the nutrients that we fo llow , such as 
nitrogen and phosphorus, are present in the environment at very low concentrations. Even i f  a vehicle does not run 
over an experimental plot directly, changes in the drainage caused by off-road vehicle use upstream have the 
potential to affect research negatively.

As a managers o f TFS, I urge that off-road vehicle activity be restricted within the Dalton H ighway Corridor from 

m ile 275 (Atigun River Bridge U2) to m ile 300 (Okskuruyuk Creek Bridge), so that only limited snow machine use 
is allowed in winter, only in support o f science, and only with permits from the land manager. No summer 4- 

wheeler use near research plots is acceptable, because o f the high environmental impact. 1 urge that this restriction 
be written in as an amendment to SB 85 or to 19.40.210, because o f  the magnitude o f the research investment at 

TFS.

I f  enforcement is adequate, restricting off-road vehicles to snowmachines only in support o f science, under permit, 

from miles 275-300, could meet the needs o f TFS. However, 1 am concerned about enforcement o f these 

restrictions, because the current state trooper with responsibility for the area arcund TFS is based in Barrow, and 
the Fish and Game representative based in Coldfoot has to cover almost the entire Brooks Range and the North 

Slope by himself. The BLM  similarly has very few people with responsibility for a very large area.

Passage o f this b ill should not occur without adequate funding to enforce a restriction on off-road vehicle use from 

mile 275-300 within the Dalton Highway corridor to protect the scientific integrity o f research based at TFS.

Please make these comments part o f the official record for SB 85 and for the Senate Resources Committee.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sy..donia Bret-Harte 
Institute o f Arctic Biology 

University o f Alaska 

Fairbanks, AK  99775

Dr. Syndonia Bret-Harte
Research Assistant Professor

Associate Science Director, Toolik Field Station
Institute o f Arctic Biology

room 311, Irving 1 Building

University o f Alaska

Fairbanks, A K  99775
907-474-5434 or leave message at 907-474-6038 

FAX: 907-474-6967

Email Address: < Syndonia.BretHarte@uaf.edu> or < ffmsb@uaf.edu> 
***£****************************************:) ***************************
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

201 KATLIAN STREET, SUITE 200A
SITKA, AK 99835 

Phone: 747-6276 Fax: 747-5807 

Email: siika_iio@lcgis.state.ak.us

DATE : A p ril 11, 2005

TO : M ary J ackson , Senate R esources Comm ittee

R E : SB 85 , An Act repealing the ban on the use of certain off-road vehicles within five

miles of the right-of-way of the James Dalton Highway; and providing for an effective date."

3 of p ages , in c lu d in g  cover sheet

FRO M : F lo r ian  Sever, S itka constituent

M ESS A G E : see attached per you r conve rsat ion  w ith  F lo r ian . He testified on 

F r iday  an d  w an ted  th is  in c lu ded  fo r h is  testim ony .
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The Foundation For the Protection o f the Common People, Inc 

1706 Edgecumbe Drive 

Sitka. AK 99835

Alaska State Senate 

Resources Committee 

Juneau. AK

RE Comment on SB 85 

Dear Mr Chairman

I would like to provide the fo llow ing comments in opposition to SB85. I believe the 

passage o f SB85 w ill set up a set o f circumstances that we w ill all long regret, and w ill 

inadvertently cause natural resource damage that w ill be both ugly and permanent in 

nature

E n v ir o n m e n ta l D am a ge

I have monitored the use o f O ff Highway Vehicles (“01 IV”) in the Sitka area, and on and 

o ff the logging road system on Kruzof Island, since 1980 In the I980's most damage 

was done by motorcycles and pickup trucks, then along came “3-wheelers” and finally 

the 4-wheel A ll Terrain Vehicle (“ATV”), or “quad” I primarily use an aircraft to 

monitor and photograph incidences o f environmental abuse and natural resource damage

With these comments I am providing to you a large number o f photographs on CD that 

w ill aptlv demonstrate the damage that inevitably occurs when 0 1 IV use is allowed to 

take place in an unregulated environment where little or no law enforcement is present 

The photos show incidences o f garbage dumping, illegal structures being built on federal 

land, damage to beach fringe timber and grassland systems, and OHV riders illegally 

operating their vehicles in freshwater lakes and across ( as well up and down) salmon- 

producing streams I have also provided, in my attached exhibit, photographic evidence 

that whenever O HV’s operate on wetlands they leave lasting ruts that often channelize 

into elongated drainage ditches that alter the natural ecosystem o f the wetlands

I cannot impress upon you strongly enough that these abuses are inevitable, once areas 

are open for OHV use without strict supervision By nature, OHV operators want to go 

where no other riders have been; by definition, this means “oft'the road" Although most 

OHV users are law abiding, there exists a fairly large population o f riders who feel they 

have a right to run amok merely because they can reach remote locations where no law 

enforcement can reach them, and once there, abuse the environment at w ill

Whenever these machines operate on unpaved surfaces they cause damage. In wetlands 

they churn up the vegetation and cause deep ruts that lead to severe erosion and stream
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silting. On steep hillsides, and in areas oflandslides, OHV operators engage in “high- 

marking", wherein a rider w ill charge up a near vertical slide as far as their machine w ill 

take them, and then abruptly turnabout, and plow down the slope, causing deep ruts 

which increase soil erosion, silting o f runoff into streams, and decreasing the ability o f 

these areas to naturally regenerate

Cost of Opening New Areas to OHV Use

At first blush one may be enticed into believing that there are no costs associated with 

opening remote areas to OHV access Nothing could be further from the truth The cost 

factor is a two edged sword OHV operation, by necessity, requires heavy and strict law 

enforcement if  damage to the environment is to be prevented

W ill SB85 provide increased funding to prevent abusive and illegal OHV operation along 

the Dalton Highway? I f  the proponents o f SB85 want to shortchange the law 

enforcement agencies by increasing their workload without increasing funding, the 

environment and the people o f Alaska w ill pay the ultimate price. Where would Alaska’s 

fisheries be, i f  strict enforcement o f fishing regulations didn't exist9

If  stringent law enforcement is not in place at the time an area is opened to OHV use, the 

inevitable environmental damage caused by the unsupervised and under-regulated 

operation o f these machines w ill cause incalculable damage to w ild life habitat, 

watersheds, fish-bearing stream, and the scenic view sheds so valuable to the tourism 

industry.

W ill there be language written into SB85 to provide adequate funding for remediation o f 

the environmental damage that w ill inevitably occur i f  the Dalton Highway is opened to 

OHV traffic? Without strict enforcement o f regulations and swift remediation o f damage 

the problem w ill only grow larger and larger as the reach o f the OHV impact extends 

further and further out into new, “unexplored" territory

So. it comes down to a case o f “pay me now, or pay me later", but pay we w i l l ,  one

way or the other. The only reasonable way to prevent this catastrophe is to keep the 

Dalton Highway closed to OHV use Please defeat SB85 in the best interest o f the general 

public.

Thank you,

Florian Sever,

Attachment: Exhibit I (Compact Disc)
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re b ru a ry  28/ 2005

To i A la s k a  s t a te  S ena to rs  
and

A la s k a  S ta te  Housn o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s *

Dear A la s k a n  L e g is la t o r s :

T h is  le t t e r  is  to  ask  you p le a s e  vo te  a g a in s t  S B .85 
w h ich  w ou ld  open the  D a lto n  H ighway C o r r id o r  to  ORV ( o f f -  
ro ad  v e h ic le )  use*

As a g randm o the r and grea t-g randm obh fe rf a ls o  a lo n g - t im e  
r e s id e n t  o f  t h i s  A r c t ic  a re a  a t  W isem an , ( s in c e  b e fo re  the  
T ran s-A la ska  P ip e l in e  and h ig h w a y ) , i t  i s  g r ie v o u s  to  me 
e n v is io n in g  t h e  g r o s s  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h is  p r im i t i v e  p r ic e le s s  
t r e a s u r e  o f  la n d s  in  t h i s  c o r r id o r ,  a lo n g  t h is  v i t a l  ro a d  
le a d in g  to  th e  A r c t ic  Ocean . The p roposed  c a re le s s  in t r u s io n  
by th e s e  f ie r c e  m ach ines w i l l  e f f e c t iv e ly  s t r i p ,  r o b , and chea t 
o u r p o s t e r i t y  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  in h e r it a n c e  to  many o f  th e  
g r e a t  p o t e n t ia ls ,  endowments, and en jo ym en ts  r e s id e in g  in  and on 
th e se  la n d s  p r e s e n t ly  w h ich  c om p r ise  the  la s t  g r e a t  w ild e rn e s s  
o f  th e  w o r ld .

H a v in g  been in  t h i s  c o u n try  w h i le  the  T ran s-A la ska  P ip e l in e  
was i n  th e  p la n n in g  s ta g e  and c o n s t r u c t io n , i t  was common know­
le d g e  t h a t  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  were spen t in  in t e n s e  s c i e n t i f i c  
s t u d ie s ,  and e v a lu a t io n s  ware done by some o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  m inds o f  
th e  w o r ld ,  c o n t r ib u t in g  a v a s t  c o l le c t io n  o f  w isdom  and k n o w le d g e , 
in  o rd e r  to  p roduce  the  m ass ive  p ip e l i n e  p r o je c t .  S t r in g e a t  r e q u ir e ­
ments were im posed to  m a in t a in  s a fe t y  to  the  e n v iro nm en t b r in g in g  
abou t o r d e r ly  p r o g re s s , la n d  c o m p a t ib i l i t y ,  a lo n g  w it h  u t i l i z a t i o n .  
P ra c t ic e s  o f  e t h ic a l  conduct m a in ta in e d  h o n o ra b le  re s p e c t  f o r  th e  
la n d s ,  w i l d l i f e ,  and r e s id e n t  p e o p le s  w it h  t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  u s a g e s s .

S u b s e q u e n t ly , many thousands  o f  p e o p le  have a lr e a d y  coma in t o  
t h is  c o u n t ry  s in g  the  D a lto n  H ighway to  v ie w  th e  b r e a t h t a k in g  
s c e n e ry , e x p lo r e ,  and pu rsue  t h e i r  p a r t ic u l a r  in t e r e s t ;  y s t  c a u s in g  
m in im a l s u r fa c e  damage to  the  la n d ,  a l lo w in g  i t  to  have  a p r i s t in e  
c h a r s c t a r .  These a t t r ib u t e s  a re  n u r tu re d  th ro u g h  d i l i g e n t  s te w a rd ­
s h ip ,  la w f u l  o r d e r ,  and w a tc h fu l s u r v e i l la n c e .  In te n s e  ORV use 
i s  c o u n t e r a c t iv e  usage to  a l l  o f  th e  abbve* , c r e a t in g  m a jo r  c h a lle n g e s  
and d e g r a d a t io n  In  t h i s  f r a g i l e  ecosystem .

Q ue s t io n s  a r is e  r e g a r d in g  what s a fe g u a rd s  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
w i l l  be r e q u ir e d  i f  t h is  b i l l  s h o u ld  be enac ted?  What p roven  
e n v ir o n m e n ta l c o n s id e r a t io n s , and t r u e  m onetary  c o a ts  w i l l  be 
in v o lv e d  to  m a in t a in  th e  p re s e n t  s ta n d a rd s  o f  q u a l i t y  now e n jo y e d ?
Are *he a ssu re d  consequences b e in g  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  
be passed  on to  ou r A la s k a n  p o s t e r it y ?  C om paring u s e r g ro u p s  o f  
p e o p le  in v o lv e d ,  does prudence  d is r e g a r d  a l l  p r e v io u s  s ta n d a rd s  
o f  know le d ge  and e f f o r t  t o  accommodate t r a n s ie n t  a n t a g o n is t ic  
g r a t i f i c a t i o n  & pandemonium f o r  m onetary  o r  p o l i t i c a l  edge?

Thank you f o r  r e a d in g  t h i s .  May commbn sense p r e v a i l .

6*7?-<7w f .
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March 1 , 2005

Tot H o n o ra b le  S ena to r o f  A la s k a

P ro s : June R e a k o ff
FAXt N o . 907-678-9001

Dear A la s k a n  S e n a to r :

My f o l lo w in g  le t t e r  to  th e  S ena to rs  and 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  A la s k a  has my a p p e a l 
to  v o te  a g a in s t  S ena to r R a lp h  S eek in s  
S B .8 5 , w h ic h  w ou ld  a l lo w  ORV use in  the  
D a lto n  H ighw ay C o r r id o r .

I ,  a lo n g  w it h  o u r p o s t e r i t y ,  v i l l  be 
most g r a t e f u l  i f  you d e fe n d  ou r 
p e r i lo u s  s i t u a t io n  r e g a r d in g  t h is  
u n n ece ssa ry  a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  la n d s , 
t r e a t ie s ,  and p e o p le s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  
A r c t ic  r e g io n .

W ith  e v s ry  good w is h , and th an k  you 
in  advance f o r  any e f f o r t s  you make 
on t h i s  b e h a l f .

W iseman V i l l a g e  
4 K a lh a b u k  Lane 
W isem an , a k . 99790

Phone and FAX: 907-678-9001
Persona 1 phone : 907-678-4444
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From: Heidi Schoppenhorst [boreallodge@juno.com)

Sent: Saturday, February 26, 2005 2:16 AM

To: Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Ben Stevens; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman;
Sen. Kim Elton; Sen. Greichen Guess

Cc: Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Albert Kookesh, Rep. Woodle Salmon;
Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us

Subject:..... SPAM......Comments on Senate Bill 85

Dear Resource comm ittee members,

I addressed the following comments on Senate Bill 85 to the Transportation Committee, 
and now I understand SB 85 has been referred to your committee for consideration. I am 
not sure when you will meet to hold hearing of this bill, but I am asking that you Please read & 
consider my comments in determining the future of Senate Bill 85. regarding lifting the ban on off road 
vehicles in the Dalton Highway comdor.

Note to Sen. Seekins:
1 met you last summer in the Arctic Interagency Visitor Center where I work as an Interpretive Ranger 
for the National Park Service. I would have loved to discuss your former Bill regarding liftin ’' the ban 
o f o ff road vehicles in the Dalton Corridor, but I was on duty, and you seemed very pressed j >r time. / 
was disappointed to learn that you did not take the lime to travel a little further north and visit the local 
community in the area (Wiseman) as I had suggested, and gather input from residents who have the 
most experience with the area, and knowledge o f the impacts your Bill could produce. I am asking you 
directly now to please read my comments below, and reconsider your SB 85 proposal, o f which the 
negative impacts & long term effects will not be something you will want to be remembered for  
creating. It's not too late...

1 grew up &  live in the village of Wiseman within the Dalton Highway corridor. 1 wrote to many of you 

voicing my opposition to a sim ilar bill introduced by Mr. Seekins last year, and am very disappointed 

to sec this issue resurface again this session. My feelings, & the reasons why this bill w ill impose 

detriment 11 impacts on this area have not changed in the past year.

I.) To start with, this Dalton Highway runs though a "utility corridor", that means this development &  

road were established for a utility route, i watched the road &  pipeline being built, we all know the 
incredible study &  research that were put into developing this pipeline without causing any serious 
impact to fragile habitat, w ild life , and human populations. My whole life I have seen Alycska security 
patrol daily with helicopters to ensure their pipe is secure &. nothing is amiss, people are not to use the 

pipeline pad without their knowledge, as it poses security risks. This pipeline has financially benefited 
every Alaskan equally.

There is now new talk of a gas line running through this corridor, this I would imagine, if  constructed, 

w ill follow similar low impact guidelines for development, and can safely be installed in this utility 

corridor with much care & consideration for the environment &  populations. This w ill also most likely 
benefit all Alaskans if  established.

Opening this utility corridor to ATV's &  c towmobiles, in other words allow ing anyone to drive freely 
anywhere within &  beyond the corridor, pipe pad, etc at w ill, in light of these utilities &  the care 

exercised to maintain these utilities alone I would think is reason enough to throw out this proposed 

bill. Don’t forget there is only 1 (one) trooper stationed at Coldfoot to patrol this entire Brooks Range &

Am y L. Seitz
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2.) A very large portion of the land mass surrounding the Dalton Highway corridor north of the Yukon 
River is Federally managed w ild life Refuge &  Park lands. North of the Yukon River to the cast is 

Yukon Flats W ild life  Refuge, to rhc West is Kanuti National W ild life  Refuge, within the Brooks Range 

bordering most of the entire road to the west through the Range is Gates of the Arctic National Park &  

Preserve, and once you are over Atigun Pass, Arctic National W ild life  Refuge comes within a mile to 

the East. ATV's are not permitted on the Park &  Refuge lands, however, they do not draw lines on the 

ground that show when you are crossing into Park or Refuge land, so most riders w ill not have a clue. 

The corridor itself is federally managed BLM land, and they also do not have a provision for free for all 

ATV use. There is only 1 (one) BLM  Ranger weekly patrolling the road, and once again, only one AK 

State Trooper to patrol this area. There is also one NPS Ranger stationed at Marion Creek, who has 
multiple duties, and it is impossible for him to patrol the Park border continuously to ensure folks are 
not overstepping borders.

3.) The Dalton Highway in the last 10 years has seen a steady increase of summer visitors, these 
visitors are talcing tours or driving the road to experience the "last frontier", see the wilderness & 

w ild life in their natural state, and sec for themselves the unique landscape &  vegetation of the Arctic. 

This area is becoming actually a very popular tourist destination, and tourism as we all know helps the 

Alaskan economy. 1 would think the people in Fairbanks would actually want to secure the present state 

of this some what pristine environment to the north of them, as most all the visitors to this area ha^e to 
pass through Fairbanks &  spend money on their way north.

I w'ork in the Arctic Interagency Visitor Center in Coldfoot during the summer months, my husband &  I 

also own &  operate a small Lodge here in Wiseman, so I have talked with literally thousands of these 

visitors coming to this country, and had opportunity to ask why they came to this place. The majority of 

visitors are coming here to sec it just as it is, wilderness, and they don’t want to see more roads, signs, 

or watch ATV’s driving across the tundra or snowmobile’s high marking on the hills. As it is, the north 
slope caribou hunters are so numerous during fall months, they end up chasing most of the caribou 

away from the road, disappointing to a tourist with a camera. But - they can still view the occasional 

bear or moose along other parts of the road that haven’t been chased away, so it’s still worth their while 
at this point. Let’s keep it that way? I f  ATV’s and snowmobiles are allowed to range the comdor it w ill 

tear up the vegetation, which is underlain by permafrost, which then melts &  leaves very ugly scars (it 

doesn’t, from what I’ve seen in 38 years, tend to regenerate much either). Also this increase of 
motorized humans ranging through the area w ill end up chasing the few remaining animals far from the 
road, w'hcrc 1 would imagine many of them w ill also he harassed &  shot by hunters since they w ill have 

free access roam, and the animals w ill no longer have any sanctuary to reach.

4 ) I am not an anti hunter by any means, I grew up on moose &  caribou and depend on these animals 

for survival here, but I also care about our w ild life populations here in the north. As you must know, 

Arctic populations (other than caribou) arc not as plentiful as in r thcr areas of the stale due to severe 

weather conditions, and available food resources. The maze of both hunting and land use management 
regulations in this area have evolved over the years to provide for continued healthy w ild life 

populations, and although complex, they seem to be working for the most part to ensure w ild life w ill be 

a part of this area for generations &  years to come. (With the exception of regulations pertaining to 

sheep hunting on state land to the cast that is getting somewhat out of control.) Contrary to popular 

belief of the apparently uneducated to the area; the arctic is not teaming with unlimited numbers of 

w ild life , there is a lot of land north of the Yukon River, but for the amount of land, it is somewhat 
scarcely populated by w ild life . This is once again because of harsh liv ing conditions, rough winters, 
predators, and hunters which all take a share of them every year, some years already going beyond the 

limit of healthy harvest. Hunters can already access area populations with aircraft, and highway 

vehicles - the addition of ATV’s and snowmobiles is unnecessary. There needs to remain a place in this

North Slope stationed at Coldfoot.
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state where a hunter can drive up this road, and actually hike out to hunt an accessible animal. The 

hunters that can't afford an ATV or snowmobile w ill not have ‘hat opportunity if  this proposal is 

passed, the game w ill be chased to far from the road. The ban on ATV’s &  snowmobiles within the 

corridor is an important part of this management system, if this is < anged, it w ill disrupt every other 

aspect of the complex management in the area, and create somewhat of a domino effect on the 

management structure that has taken decades to build. If  you don't really care about the w ild life &  

arctic landscape, or human populations in the area, think of it this way: this disruption w ill also end up 
costing every state, federal, and independent management participant involved in the area unknown 

amounts of $ in increased enforcement, reclamation, etc.

5.) There is also the issue of safety. There are no emergency medical facilities available up here. There 
are no roads to speak of, and no ATV or snowmobile trails, winters are harsh &  the terrain can be 
treacherous in places. The landscape, creeks &  rivers can all pose a threat to someone inexperienced to 

the area - especially someone up for a weekend to joy ride who is unfamiliar with the country. 1 can see 

the potential for a drastic increase in accidents &  potentially life threatening situations for these folks 
should this corridor open up. People w ill be tuveling further from the road, into more hazardous &  

remote country, and if  they get hurt, who is going to find them? There is only one trooper in the area, 
and a long way to go for medical help.

I w ill sum this up: right now, people are able to travel to this country north of the Yukon River, people 

with legitimate traplincs are able to trap them, miner’s are able to access their m ining claims with 
ATV’s. hunters are able to come up &  hunt, guides are able to guide hunters, backpackers, and conduct 

river trips, people are able to ride horses, researchers are able to conduct sensitive research, and tourists 

are able to come up &  take pictures &  hike or float or whatever in a still relatively undisturbed 

wilderness setting. It seems to me there are a few people whining that they can’t ride machines around 

up here, but if they have a legitimate cause to, they probably can if they would check into it. I’m sure all 

over the nation there are many who would like to see less regulations regarding one thing or another, 

but we all know regulations and management are essential to a healthy environment.

Please weigh the current facts with the potential risks involved while considering this Bill. Please take 
my thoughts &  comments into consideration, and do not pass SB 85.

Thank you for taking the time to read this,
Sincerely,
Heidi Schoppenhorst 

Scott Schoppenhorst 

borcalIodge@Juno.com 

Ph/Fax: 907-678-4566 
#1 Timberwolf Trail 

Wiseman V illage, Alaska 99790

2/27/2005
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Distributed by 
Senator Albert Kookesh

Dear Senators and Representatives,
Ilie co-authors to this list of facts relating to S.B. 

8 5  are Jack Reakoff and Thor Stacey. All of the 
compiled facts are true. We put these down to refute 
some common misperceptions about this issue. Also, 
we recognize that the lands north of tne Yukon are 
very remote and there is a lack of common 
knowledge about our renewable resources. We hope 
that these facts will dispel some common myths and 
rectify misperceptions of rural and non rural use. 
Please direct questions regarding this sheet to Jack 
Reakoff or Thor Stacey. Fax/phone 907 678-2007 or 
post mail to either author@ 114 Newhouse 
Wiseman AK 99790. All statements are true to the 
best o f our knowledge.
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L i s t  o f  f a c t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  S . B .  8 5

•  FACT: Ground contact ORV use will be concentrated on limited state and 
certain BLM lands. These tracts of state and BLM lands are sandwiched 
between federally designated refuges and parks. This will create high 
impact zones of use. H alf of Alaska will not be “unlocked” for “orderly” 
use,

•  FACT: Sti'te lands north of the Yukon are currently managed at 
maximum sustained yield. This level of use is achieved through traditional 
means o f access. These legal accesses are boat, airplane, horses, dogs, and 
w atting.

•  FACT: Ground contact ORV use is permitted for mineral and oil 
exploration and to access private property or valid mining claims.

•  FACT: Recreational ORV use is not widespread off the Dalton highway.

•  FACT: BLM  rangers have issued citations for recreational use.

•  FACT; State of Alaska wildlife protection officers have issued many 
tickets for transporting hunters, hunting gear and game with ORVs. Per 
Alaska Department of Public safety.

• FACT; Current restrictions are enforced.

• FACT: In the Dalton highway corridor rural residents are not allowed to 
use ground contact ORVs for any reason including subsistence.

• FACT; Snow machine use is permitted for rural residence only for 
subsistence activities. Recreational use is not permitted.

• FACT: Replacement cost of 1 lb of meat in rural Alaska, as set by 
A D F & G 1 s subsistence division, is $5.00/Ib. Using five house holds in 
Wfeeman as a example they take in on average 6,800 lbs of meat per year, 
far  a $34,00© direct economic benefit. The use of these resources are a 
primary economic source. With limited trapping and other seasonal 
w r c M  o f cash income game meat supports local economies. This is a true 
awni accurate condition across our region and other rural areas of our 
sdsde.
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-  FACT: The Dalton highway corridor, north of the Yukon, is used by four 
caribou herds: ray mountain, central arctic, western arctic and tishikpuk.

•  FACT: A ll o f the caribou herds in Alaska exposed to road system, ground 
contact OJRV use are depleted. These are now currently requiring 
intensive management and controversial predator control measures to 
achieve constitutionally mandated sustainability.

• FACT: None of the areas to be “opened up” are currently requiring 
predator supression. See attached example of Wisemans average predator 
harvests and corresponding ungulate savings.

•  FACT: In Wiseman/Coldfoot/Nolan not one person is on public assistance. 
With healthy resources we are self sufficient and self sustaining.

• FACT: People in Wiseman are all willing to access wilderness without 
ground contact ORVs and are already doing so.

• FACT: Id the mountainous parts of Alaska, north of the Yukon, moose 
papulation densities are .1-.2 /sq mi. in the road corridor ADF&G has 
already had to address increased access by going to a drawing hunt The 
corridor w as already managed as a bow hunting only area. This method 
and means restriction was put in place to m tnage our low densities of
“ " ' m a l e

• FACT: Only in partnership with federal agencies is ADF&G able to 
accomplish game surveys north of the Yukon.

■ FACT: Additional use will neccesatate more intensive/expensive 
popu lation  m on ito ring .

• FACT: Additional access will require public safety appropriation to 
assure sustained yield.

• FACT: People from all over the world use the Dalton Highway corridor 
for non consumptive use. These uses include but are not limited to hiking, 
rafting, birding, skiing , climbing, driving, sightseeing, geological 
■creation, aurora viewing, wildlife viewing. These guests contribute the 
canfc economy. The primary draw of this remote and expensive region to 
visit is its “untracked” wilderness.
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SB 85 repeals AS ,ri 40.210. which restricts off-road vehicles in a 5-mile corridor on 

either side o f the Dalton Highway.

SB 8 5  would be burdensome and expensive fo r state agencies, violate 
long-standing agreements w ith  local residents, and resu lt in  damage 
to sensitive tundra habitat.

1) S B  85 w o u ld  be b u r d e n so m e  a n d  ex p en s iv e  f o r  s ta te  a g e n c ie s :

•  Under SB 85, the Dept, o f Natural Resources would spend a year developing land use plans and 

regulations for the Corridor. In future years, DNR would revisit these plans. This costs money.

•  Intensified hunting and fishing pressure in and around the Dalton Highway corridor would require 

the Dept, of Fish and Came to increase biological monitoring, fish and w ild life enforcement, and 

regulation review. Sen. Seekins has testified that thrt Board o f Game would have to consider 
regulation changes associated SB 85’s effects. T his costs money.

•  Intensified use w ill result in greater frequency o f accidents, mischief, and other problems along the 

Haul Road corridor. The Dept, of Public Safety’s fiscal note for SB 85 recognizes the need for 

increased state trooper presence along the Corridor. This costs money.

•  tensified traffic resulting from HB 85 w ill strain Dept, of Transportation resources. Road traffic 

rgcl\ determines maintenance requirements. Additionally. DOT may need to construct new pulI- 

uts on the I laul Road to accommodate trailers. This costs money.

•  Fiscal notes from DNR. ADF&G. Public Safety, and DOT should reflect SB 85‘s true cost.

2 ) S B  85 v i o l a t e s  l o n g - s t a n d in g  p r o m i s e s  m a d e  to  a r e a  r e s id e n t s :

•  SB 85 opens up the door for high-income urban hunters to harvest caribou from herds on which 

area residents depend for subsistence. Before the Dalton Highway was built, local area residents 
have testified they were assured it would be maintained as an industrial road and that access would 

be limited to ensure protection o f caribou and other important subsistence resources.

3 ) S B  85 w i l l  r e s u lt  in  d a m a g e  to  s e n s i t i v e  t u n d r a  h a b i t a t :

•  Scientists conduct world-class research on arctic ecosystems at Toolik Field Station at milepost 

2S4. Researchers have testified that opening the watershed to off-road vehicles w ill compromise 

tneir experiments, some o f which have been running for almost 30 years.

•  A large body o f scientific research confirms driving off-road vehicles over tundra, even only once, 

can result in drastic, and sometimes irreversible, damage. SB 85 should be amended to limit off- 
road vehicle activity to winter months. Frozen ground and snow cover should he required to 

prevent damage to tundra and underlying permafrost. Motorized activity should be limited to 

specific access points and trails to concentrate damage in least-sensitive areas.

P re p a re d  by A CV -.Iuneau: PO Box 2 2 15 1 , J u n e a u  AK 99802 /  Ph. 907.463.3366  /  P'ax 907.463.3312
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Subject: SB 85 written commentary

Date: Sun, 27 Feb 2005 18:27:21 -0900 (AKST) ^
From: "rosemary mcguire" <ftrdm@uaf.edu>

To : fairbanks_lio@legis.state.ak.us

C o u l d  y o u  p l e a s e  f o r w a r d  the following letter to the a p p r o p r i a t e  memb e rs  
of the l e g i s l a t u r e ?  Pl e a s e  call me if y o u  h a v e  an y  questions. M y  n u m b e r  is 
455-6347.

T h a n k s .

R o s e m a r y  M c G u i r e

D e a r  S i r s  a n d  Madams,

I a m  e x t r e m e l y  c o n c e r n e d  about SB 85, the proposal to o p e n  th e  co r r i d o r  
a l o n g  t h e  D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  to m o t o r i z e d  traffic. M y  family has alw a y s  
d e p e n d e d  on that a r e a  for s u b s i s t e n c e  h u nt i n g / b e r ry p i c k i n g , etc. W e  are 
l o w e r - i n c o m e  p e o p l e  an d  ca n n o t  a f f o r d  to b uy  ATV's. etc. If the D a l t o n  is 
o p e n e d  to m o t o r i z e d  traffic, w e  wil l  be o u t c o m p e t e d  by floods oi u r b a n  
h u n t e r s  on s n o w m a c h i n e s . Wha t  has h a p p e n e d  to the c a r i b o u  hunt a l o n g  the 
S t e e s e  will h a p p e n  on the Dalton, too. Worse, the lan d  itself will be 
d amaged, m a y b e  forever. A n y w h e r e  y o u  go a l o n g  the h i g h w a y s  in A K  yo u  can 
see the m a r k s  of s n o w m a c h i n e s  and A T V ' s  t e a r i n g  up the tundra. Some p e o p l e
c h a s e  d o w n  a n i m a l s  or shoot a n y t h i n g  that m o v e s  (I’ve  seen this). It
shouldn't, be that w a y  al o n g  the Dalton, too.

P e o p l e  say  that th e  land is "locked up* if they c a n’t d r i v e  all over it.
But it i s n ' t - - i t ' s  there, an d  all t hey h a v e  to do is get out of their cars 
a n d  tak e  a w a l k  to e n j o y  it. There are v e r y  few a r e a s  in Al a s k a  that are 
c l o s e d  to m o t o r i z e d  access. Let's p l e a s e  kee p  this little bit the w a y  God 
m a d e  it.

T h a n k y o u  for y o u r  time,

R o s e m a r y  M c G u i r e  
Box 83553 
F airbanks, A K  
99708

( 9 0 7 ) - 4 5 5 - 6 3 4 7

^ f io n A A r n ***

mailto:ftrdm@uaf.edu
mailto:fairbanks_lio@legis.state.ak.us
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• Opposition letters: 11 pages
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From: Sen. Tom Wagoner

Sent: Tuesday. March 22, 2005 9:37 AM

To: Mary Jackson

Subject: FW: SB 85

Mary Jackson

From: Syndonia Bret-Harte [mailto:ffmsb@uaf.edu]
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 5:46 PM
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Ben Stevens; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Kim Elton; Sen.
G etchen Guess 
Subject: SB 85

Dear Chairman Wagoner and members o f  the Senate Resources Committee,

My name is Syndonia Bret-Harte, I am research assistant professor with the Institute o f Arctic Biology. University 

o f Alaska, Fairbanks, and the Associate Science Director for the Toolik Field Station. I write to you today as a 

manager o f the Toolik Field Station (TFS). As a manager o f TFS. I have concerns that off-road vehicle use could 

harm our extensive research program, which is located primarily within the Dalton Highway Corridor.

TFS is located at mile 284.5 on the Dalton Highway, and has been a national center for Arctic research for 30 

years. Research there focuses on the adaptations o f animals, birds, insects, and plants to the arctic environment. 

Research also focuses on the Arctic environment as a whole system., and how this system feeds back to affect global 

climate patterns. Research focuses on the controls over productivity in arctic ecosystems, and how productivity is 

influenced by the movement o f water, nutrients and sediment between different types o f arctic landscapes, as well 

as between land and freshwater streams and lakes. My own research is focused on how plant species affect the 

processing o f carbon and nitrogen, and how changes in the balance o f plant species with climate warm ing is likely 

to affect ecosystem function and feedbacks to further wanning.

Research at TFS involves monitoring as well as long-term experiments, and much o f what we know about the 

functioning o f arctic ecosystems comes from the 30-year record o f scientific research at TFS. There are over

13,000 research plots within the Dalton Highway Corridor near TFS. Currently, about 350 researchers work at TFS 

every year, coming from 70 universities and other institutions representing all 50 states and from some international 
institutions. The National Science Foundation (NSF) o f the United States o f America has made a substantial 

investment in research at TFS. Currently, funding for research at TFS totals $36,000,000 (averaging $8,600,000 

annually), and the TFS receives annual support from NSF for operations, logistics, facility support and facilities 

upgrades o f approximately $2,700,000

More than 500 scientific papers have been published in peer-reviewed journals on work done at TFS. including 

publications in high-profile journals such as Science. Nature, BioScience. and Ecology. Research based at TFS has 
also been instrumental for critical policy and management documents such as the National Research Council's 

report on Cumulative Environmental Effects o f O il and Gas Activities on the Alaska's North Slope 12003). The 

Bureau o f l and Management has recognized the area around TFS as Research Natural Area/ Area o f Critical 

Environmental Concern. TFS is the flagship U.S. terrestrial arctic research station, and the NSF anticipates that 

research activity w ill continue to grow and expand.
Continued integrity o f the landscape is critical to continued federal support o f TFS. Currently, off-road vehicle use 

is prohibited around TFS, except that limited snow-machine use is allowed during a short window in late winter 
each year, for point-to-point use in support o f  science, under permit from BLM . Because off-road vehicle use,

3/22/2005
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especially by 4-wheelers in summer, can damage vegetation, cause permafrost melting and change drainage paths 

for water, it could severely compromise our research programs. Many o f the nutrients that we follow , such as 

nitrogen and phosphorus, are present in the environment at very low concent! ’ions. Even i f  a vehicle does not run 
over an experimental plot directly, changes in the drainage caused by off-road vehicle use upstream have the 
potential to affect research negatively.

As a managers o f TFS, I urge that off-road vehicle activity be restricted within the Dalton H ighway Corridor from 
m ile 275 (Atigun River Bridge #2) to mile 300 (Okskuruyuk Creek Bridge), so that only limited snow machine use 

is allowed in winter, only in support o f science, and only with permits from the land manager. No summer 4- 

wheeler use near rese»4rch plots is acceptable, because o f the high environmental impact. I urge that this restriction 

be written in as an amendment to SB 85 or to 19.40.210, because o f the magnitude o f  the research investment at 
TFS.

I f  enforcement is adequate, restricting off-road vehicles to snowmachines only in support o f science, under permit, 

from miies 275-300, could meet the needs o f TFS. However, I am concerned about enforcement o f  these 

restrictions, because the current state trooper with responsibility for the area around I'FS is based in Barrow, and 
the Fish and Game representative based in Coldfoot has to cover almost the entire Brooks Range and the North 

Slope by himself. The BLM sim ilarly has very few people with responsibility for a very large area.

Passage o f  this b ill should not occur without adequate find ing to enforce a restriction on off-road vehicle use from 

m ile 275-300 within the Dalton Highway corridor to protect the scientific integrity o f research based at TFS.

Please make these comments part o f the official record for SB 85 and for the Senate Resources Committee.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dr Syndonia Bret-Harte 

Institute o f Arctic Biology 

University o f Alaska 

Fairbanks, AK  99775

************************************************************************

Dr. Syndonia Bret-Harte

Research Assistant Professor

Associate Science Director. Toolik Field Station
Institute o f Arctic Biology

room 311, Irving 1 Building
University o f Alaska

Fairbanks, A K  99775
907-474-5434 or leave message at 907-474-6038 

FAX: 907-474-6967

Email Address: < Syndonia.BretHarte@uaf.edu> or < ffmsb@uaf.edu> 
************************************************************************
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner
Tuesday, March 22, 2005 9:28 AM
Mary Jackson
FW: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: P O M S @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s  [m a i l t o : P O M S @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s ]
Sent: Tuesday, M a r c h  22, 2005 7:45 A M  
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r
Subject: N e w  Pern:SB 85 O f f - r o a d  V e h i c l e  Us e  On Dalton H i g h w a y

J e s s e  V e n a b l e  
Po Box 81073

F a i r b a n k s  99^08-1073, 
j v e n a b l e @ a c s a l a s k a .net 
9 0 7 - 45 7 - 2 2 7 3  
9 0 7 - 4 5 7 - 2 2 7 3

I s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e  o p e n i n g  the D a l t o n  c o r r i d o r  to o f f - r o a d  m o t o r i z e d  veh i c l es .  Suc h  traf f i c  
w o u l d  d e s t r o y  the w i l d e r n e s s  c h a r a c t e r  of the area, w h i c h  is a l r e a d y  o p e n  to a p p r o p r i a t e  
m e a n s  of access. S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s  a l s o  has a confl i c t of interest: he s ells h i g h w a y  
v e h i c l e s  u s e d  to t r a n s p o r t  ORVs.
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner
Tuesday. March 22, 2005 9:27 AM
Mary Jackson
FW: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: P O M S @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s  [m a i l t o : P O M S @ i e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s ] 
Sent: Tuesday, M a r c h  22, 2005 8:59 A M  
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r
Subject: N e w  Pom:SB 85 O f f - r o a d  V e h i c l e  U s e  On D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  

J o s h u a  S c h m i d t

F a i r b a n k s  ,

I o p p o s e  SB85. I d o  not w a n t  to see A T V  t r a c k s / m u d h o l e s  all o v e r  the tundra. It is o n e  of 
the few p l a c e s  I can h unt on foot w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to deal w i t h  A T V & # 3 9 s .  M o s t  of the s t a t e  
is ope n  to them, a n d  t h e y  h a v e  p l e n t y  of p l a c e s  to go.

mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:POMS@iegis.state.ak.us


"flary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom \A agoner
Tuesday, t larch 22, 2005 9:38 AM
Mary Jac'>son
FW: SB d5

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: t r a i n o r @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t  [m a i l t o : t r a i n o r @ a c s a l a s k a . n e t ]
Sent: Monday, M a r c h  21, 2005 6:02 PM
To: Sen. R a l p h  Seekins; R e’i. D a v i d  G u t t e n b e r g
Cc: Sen. T o m  W a g oner; Sen. K i m  Elton; Sen. G r e t c h e n  G u e s s
Subject: SB 85

Y our H o n o r a b l e  S e n a t o r  Seekins, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Gutten b e r -  C h a i r m a n  W a g o n e r  a n d  M e m b e r s  of 
the Sen a t e  R e s o u r c e s  Committee,

I w r i t e  to expre s s  m y  p er s o n a l  c o n c e r n  a bout the harm f u l  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  of SB 85, r e p e a l i n g  
the ban  on c e r t ai n  o f f - r o a d  v e h i c l e  u s e  a l o n g  the D a l t o n  H i g h w a y  corridor.

Please m a k e  these c o m m e n t s  p a r t  of the offic i a l  re c o r d for SB 85 a n d  for the S e n a t e  
R e s o u r c e s  Committee.

1) Th e  w i l d f i r e s  of 2004 in A l a s k a  cost $55 million. A r o u n d  60% of w i l d f i r e s  in A l a s k a  
occur a l o n g  the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  co r r i d o r s  and are ignited by humans. O p e n i n g  this c or r i d o r  
ar.d o t h e r  c o r r i d o r s  for p u b l i c  acc e s s  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  i nc r e a s e  the p r o b a b i l i t y  of fire 
starts in this region, w h i c h  in turn i n c reases the p o t e n t i a l  for c o s t l y  fire s u p p r e s si o n .

2, I n c r e a s i n g  m o t o r i z e d  p u b l i c  ac c es s  raises s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  for th e  A l y e s k a  pi peline, 
p r o v i d i n g  ,..ore o p p o r t u n i t y  e d p o t e n t i a l  for v a n d a l i s m  or t e r r o r i s t  a c t s  and r e q u i r i n g  
co s t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  and law enforcement.

~) T h e  l o n g - t e r m  e c o l o g i c a l  T o o l i k  L ake r e se a r c h  s t a t i on  is l o c a t e d  v it h i n  this 5 m i l e  
corridor. This r e s e a r c h  s t a ti o n  has a c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t  in t ime a n d  f e d e r al  m o n e y  
and the w o r k  t here re l i e s  o- u n d i s t u r b e d  tu n d ra  for s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e r i m e n t s  that p r o v i d e  
important i n f o r m a t i o n  about t u n d r a  v egetation. A l l o w i n g  u n l i m i t e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  has the 
p o t e n t i a l  to i r r e v o c a b l y  d e s t r o y  these l o n g - t e r m  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h r o u g h  b o t h  d i r e c t  ecosysterr 
da m ag e  as w ell as b y  i n c r e a s i n g  the so u r c e  for i nv a s i v e  n o n - n a t i v e  species.

4) Rural v i l l a g e s  r ^ l y  o n  this a rea for food s u p p l y  an d  livelihood. A l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  
m o t o r i z e d  acc e s s  w o u l d  p l a c e  u n n e c e s s a r y  and u n fa i r  p r e s s u r e  on a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  for 
re s o u r c e s upon w h i c h  t hese v i l l a g e s  rely.

I t h e r e f o r e  e m p h a t i c a l l y  o p p o s e  SB 85.

Thank yo u  for you r a t tention.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  Yours,
Sarah F . T r a i n o r
2710 M o n t e v e r d e  Rd., P.O. Bo x  84067 
Fairbanks, AK 99708
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Mary Jackson

From: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Sent: Tuesday, March 22, 2005 9:48 AM
To: Mary Jackson
Subject: FW: atv

On SB 85

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: p h i l i p  o s b o r n  [m a i l t o : w i l d v i e w @ a l a s k a . n e t ]
Sent: Monday, M a r c h  21, 2005 2:41 PM 
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r  
Subject: a t v

I o p p o s e  a l l o w i n g  at v  t r a f f i c off the haul road. Ke e p  ou r  p r o m i s e s  to the natives. Phil 
Os b o r n  145x Flat M o u n t a i n  Rd. F a i r b a n k s  Ak. 99712

mailto:wildview@alaska.net


Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Tuesday, March 22, 2005 9:49 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW: atv

Same p e r s o n  on SB 85 - not s u r e  w h e r e  his let t e r  is.
A m y

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: p h i l i p  o s b o r n  [m a i l t o : w i l d v i e w @ a l a s k a . n e t ]
Sent: Monday, M a r c h  21, 2005 2:47 PM 
T o : S e n . T o m  W a g o n e r  
Subject: at v

ps, p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  m y  letter on the c o m m i t t e e  record. Phil O s b o r n
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner
Tuesday, March 22, 2005 9:52 AM
Mary Jackson
FW: New PonrSB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use Or, Dalton Highway

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ------
From: P O M S @ l e g i s .s t a t e .a k .us [m a i l t o : P O M S @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s ] 
Sent: Monday, M a r c h  21, 2 0 n5 1:46 PM 
To: Sen. T o m  W a g o n e r
Subject: N e w  P o m : S B  85 O f f - r o a d  V e h i c l e  Us e  On Da l to n  H i g h w a y

J e s s e  Re a k o f f  
404 B St Apt 13

F a i r b a n k s  99701,

I am  o p p o s e d  to SB 85. I g r e w  up in the are a  an d l ived t h er e  for 20 years.
T h e r e  is a l r e a d y  a lot of h u n t i n g  p r e s s u r e  there. To r e m o v e  the A T V  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w o u l d  put 
a lot of p r e s s u r e  on the land a n d animals.

mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us
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From: Florian S«wer [zerocut@gci net]

Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 9:?5 AM

To: Mary Jackson

Subject: Emailing: heavy ATV ruts south side of pond CB Lake 9 04 02 

Ms. Jackson:

The attached photo shows fresh OH J tracks in a muskeg on Baranof Island. Please add this to my testimony on SB85 

Florian Sever

The message is ready to be sent with the fo llow ing file or link attachments: 
heavy ATV ruts south side o f pond CB Lake 9 04 02

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-rnail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f file 
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

Mary Jackson

4/11/2005
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From: Florian Sever [zerocut@gci.net)
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 9:39 mM
To: Man/ Jackson
Subject: Emailing: North Beach cabin Feb 22, 2004

Ms. Jackson:

This photo shows extensive OHV damage to beach grass, OHV track in a stream, illegal roads and an illegal structure being 
used by a group of OHV operators. Please add this to my testimony on SB85.

Florian Sever

Mary Jackson

The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
North Beach cabin Feb 22, 2004

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f  tile 
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

4/11/2005

mailto:zerocut@gci.net
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From: Florian Sever [zerocut@gci.net]
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 9:33 AM

To: Mary Jackson
Subject: Emailing: More garbage along illegal road N Beach 10 23 02

Ms. Jackson.

Please add this photo to my testimony on SB85. It shows garbage left behind by OHV operators near an illegal road cut by 
OHV operators on Kruzof Island.

Florian Sever

Mary Jackson

The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
More garbage along illegal road N Beach 10 23 02

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f  tile 
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

4/11/2005

mailto:zerocut@gci.net
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From: Florian Sever [zerocut@gci.net]
Sent: Monday. April 11, 2005 9:28 AM
To: Mary Jackson
Subject: Fmailing: long shot Lisa Creek ATV damage 8 25 02

Ms. Jackson:

Please add this to my testimony on SB85. The attached photo shows OHV damage done in the early 1990's on Baranof 
Island. This photo shows the elongated "channeling" that increases the speed of runoff, thereby causing wider and wider 
channels.

Florian Sever

Mary Jackson

The message is ready to be sent with the following tile or link attachments: 
long shot Lisa Creek ATV damage 8 25 02

Note: To protect against computer viruses. e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f  file 
at'achmcnts. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

4/11/2005

mailto:zerocut@gci.net
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From: Florian Sever [zerocut@gci.net]
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 9:12 AM
To: Mary Jackson

Subject: Emailing: Hillside damage by ATVs - Testimony of Florian Sever

Ms. Jackson:

Please accept thi„ as an addendum to the written testimony I provided to the Senate Resources Committee, dated April 11, 
2005. This photo shows extensive soil and vegetation damage done by abusive OHV use.

Florian Sever

Mary Jackson

The message L  ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
Hillside damage by ATVs

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f  file 
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

4/11/2005

mailto:zerocut@gci.net
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From: Horian Sever [zerocut@gci.net]
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 9:17 AM
To: Mary Jackson

Subject: Fmailing: Tracks under upper Twin Lake 9 13 02 - Photo by Florian Sever

Ms. Mary Jackson:

Please add this photo to my (Florian Sever) testimony before the Senate Resource Committee. It shows underwater OHV 
trs'ks in a freshwater, fish-rearing lake on Kruzof Island.

Florian Sever
The message is ready to be sent with the following file or link attachments:
Tracks under upper Twin Lake 9 13 02

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f  file 
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

Mary Jackson

4/11/2005

mailto:zerocut@gci.net
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From: Florian Sever [zerocut@gci.net]
Sant: Monday, A"rj| ̂ 1 , 2005 F:22 AM

To: Mary Jackson

Subject: Emailing: Plowing the creek for the fun of it 8 17 02 - photo by Florian sever

Ms. Jackson:

Please add this photo to my testimony, this date, regarding SB85 It shows a person on a 4-wheeler riding down the length of 
a freshwater stream, in violation of standing state law

Florian Sever

Mary Jackson

The message is ready to be sent w ith the following tile or link attachments:
Plow ing the creek for the fun o f  it 8 17 02

Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types o f  file 
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled.

4/11/2005

mailto:zerocut@gci.net
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North Slope Borough 
Fbh and Gtuuc Management Committee 

Barrow, Alaska 
7 April 2005

RESOLUTION 2005-04

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING PASSAGE OF SENATE BILL 85 T1IAT WOULD OPEN 
THE DALTON HIGHWA\ CORRIDOR TO OFF-ROAD VEHICLE USE

WHEREAS, the 4 ] 4-mile James Dal on Highway stretches from the Liven good turnoff o f the 
Elliott Highway 70 miles north o f Fa hanks to the industrial facility at Deadhorse; and

WHEREAS, the Dalton Highway Corridor (Corridor), extending for five miles on either side o f 
the James Dalton Highway (Highway), is presently closed to travel by motorized vehicles; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 85 would remove such long-standing restrictions against off-road 
vehicle, hereafter ORV, use within me Corridor north o f  the Yukon River, and

WHEREAS, the Highway and the Corridor north from a point just south o f mile 235 be within the 
North Slope Borough; and

WHEREAS, increased access for urban mnters and sport hunters would impact the true subsistence 
harvest o f caribou and furbearcrs by full-rime North Slope residents who depend on these resources; 
and

WHEREAS, ORV use along the Highway would result in increased hunting pressure on the Centra] 
Arctic and Tcshekpuk Caribou Herds, the management o f which have required the commitment o f 
considerable staff and financial resources from numerous agencies and private entities; and

WHEREAS, far more intensive managem at and oversight would be required, along with an 
associated commitment o f substantial financial resources, i f  the bill becomes law; and

WHEREAS, with a declining budget and no mandate or direct management authority over any o f 
the wildlife resources involved, the North Slope Borough wl aid be hard-pressed to commit to any 
financial role in the intensified fish and game management and monitoring that will be required 
upon passage o f  the bill, arid

WHEREAS, the bill is overly broad m applying to the entire Corridor rather than focusing on 
specific areas to which urban hunters seek access; and

WHEREAS, harm to sensitive tundra, wetlands, and riparian systems would be unchecked and 
prohibitions against such damage would be unenforceable; and
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WHEREAS, ORV' access to the Corridor would further tax the already strained ability o f stale law 
enforcement to protect both the public and its resources at large given that the lone trooper 
seasonally stationed in Coldfoot already must patrol an area larger in size than many o f the Lower 
48 states; and

WHEREAS, the bill fails to provide a clear definition o f “ off-road vehicle”  and thereby would 
appear to allow use o f virtually anything on wheels, tracks, or skis in the area; and

WHEREAS, ORV access could lead to significant damage to the many important long-term 
experiments ongoing at the Tooiik Lake Field Station operated by the Institute o f Arctic Biology, as 
well as those conducted by the State Department o f Natural Resources in the Happy Valley region 
o f  the Corridor; and

WHEREAS, ORV access would significantly increase threats to the security o f the TransAlaska 
Pipeline and associated facilities over an area that is already extremely difficult to secure; and

WHEREAS, ORV access o ff the Highway would certainly increase the traffic on the Highway, 
with comme: surale increased needs for sanitary facilities, signage, air-based search and rescue and 
other emergency response capabilities; and

WHEREAS, increased public traffic would mean increased risks to the industrial traffic thai is 
necessary to maintain the smooth and uninterrupted operation o f oilfields that are the economic 
assetsofthe state;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the North Slope Borough Fish and Game 
Management Committee strongly opposes passage o f Senate B ill 85 and the removal o f existing 
restrictions against ORV use within the Dalton Highway Corridor.

ADOPTED by a duly called quorum o f the F&GMC at Barrow, Alaska on this 7th day o f April,
2005.

A p n l  7 , Z e e S *
Ned Arey Sr., Charman Date

 A fr it 1 ,1 * 5
Harry Brower Jr., Executive Manager Date

Members at Large;
Charlie Nigeak, Kakrovik, Ben Itta, Barrow; Enoch Oktollik, Wainwright; George Paneak, Anakruvuk Pass; 
James Aiken Sr., Atqasuk; Ray Koonuk Sr., Polm Hope; £11 Nukaplgak, Nulqsur; Julius Rexford, Point Lay



Mary Jackson

From: Robert Howard (rvhoward@mac.comJ 
Friday. April 08, 2005 5:59 PM 
Sen. Tom Wagoner
Sen. Lyda Green; Rep Carl Gatto; Mary Jackson; KRWG; Sen Fred Dyson 
SB 85

Sent
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dear Senator Wagoner,

I have huge concerns over this bill allowing unmanageable ATV access and speak from 
experience founded in my lb year effort to obtain appropriate sustainable management in 
the infamous Knik River Valley / Jim Creek area.
ATV erosion trails in the fragile dunes at the mouth of Jim Creek have become deeper than 
the roof of a full size ORV in a decade's time.
We have lost an anadromous stream (documented on AF&G maps) due to destruction of banks
and commingling with multiple ATV trails.
There is not near enough available enforcement to even enforce DNR posted streams 
(specific to ATVs).
A wetlands is about to be circled by ATV trail - this action accelerated by by no
management with protested and documented increased access. DNR requests to remedy Mat-Su
Borough's mistakes on one of .̂hese accesses has gone ignored since 1992.
I have, thus far, been not abie to obtain remedy on confirmed DNR and F&G violations that 
occurred last October only 3 miles up a trail and directly on anadromous streams and 
valuable waterfowl/wildlife habitat.
In short, this experience is a text book example of uncontrolled access without adequate 
enforcement and management.
Gov. Sheffield tried to pass a bill turning this area into a park in 1984. The value is 
widely documented and studied.

The point I would like to make, is that this problem exists in the fastest growing area of 
the state and we have not yet been able to obtain remedy for this high profile example! 1
would suggest that we need to learn how to manage an area of recognized value right in our
suburban neighborhood and give great pause to unleashing this problem on more public
lands! I am not anti - ATV and use them myself responsibly.

You may learn more of my example at knikriver.org or by contacting us at info@knikriver 
.org. I also have a PowerPoint program I can get to you .which unfortunately is not yet on 
the website.
We are currently making an vigorous effort to get a bill introduced for funding and 
planning for the Knik Basin, thankfully and finally with support from DNR and MSB as well 
as others. A USFWS grant is also now part of the picture.

I would very much appreciate seeing an example of success before witnessing another moss 
such as I have cited!
Representative Stoltze and Senator Huggins are well aware of this example.

Sincerely,
Robert Howard
Knik River Watershed Group steerina committee member
907-745-1868
Palmer, Alaska

1



Mary Jackson

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Friday. April 08. 2005 5:02 PM 
Mary Jackson
FW:NewPom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMSAlegis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
~ent: Friday, April 08, 2005 4:43 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

Garvan Bucaria 
Po Box 870298

Wasilla 99687-0298,

Damage to tundra from too much use during the thaw period would accelerate plant 
succession favoring shrubs. Don&#39t change an ecos'Stem taking thousands of years to form 
by allowing ORVs. Walking from the Dalton Highway or non motorized use works. I oppose SB 
85. Why change a system that works?

1
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sen*:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Friday, April 08. 200u 4:24 PM 
Mary Jackson
FW: New PonrSB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMS@legis.sta_e.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2005 4:21 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

Glenn Hollett 
3240 Plato Way

North Pole 99705-7427,

I have lived and worked on the Dalton Highway for 14 years. BLM is using this law to deny 
access and permits for trapping cabins and traplines that have been established over 20 
years. Please pass this bill and allow us access to our public lands.

l
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen Tom Wagoner 
Monday, April 11. 2005 8:15 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW SB 85

 Original Message----
From: Owner [mailto:stoller@g- L.net]
Sent: Sunday, April 10, 2005 10:30 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject: SB 85

Senator Wagoner,

I am writing to you as chairman of the Senate Resources Committee urging your 
support of Senate Bill 85 repealing the ban on off road vehicle (ORV) use in the Dalton 
Hwy. corridor.

It would seem to me that this bill is simply a matter of allowing the public 
reasonable access to millions of acres of public land available along the Dalton Hwy. I 
am not, nor have I heard any other supporters, asking for allowing unfettered access of 
all kinds of ORV's at all times. I actually agree with a lot of the opposition on this 
bill that there are large areas that are too sensitive to allow ORV's to be operated on 
them during the snow-free months. However, I don't agree that we need to keep the 
present ban on all ORV's at all times to maintain protection for these areas. It has been 
shown virtually all over the state that with ad quate snow cover, ORV's can be operated 
with virtually no impact on the ground and plants in the area. It would seem to me that 
the 12 month buffer period written into this bill between passage and implementation, 
should give the various land managers involved ample time to enact management plans with 
specific regulations that would allow reasonable access for the public while still 
protecting the resources in the area. I feel that having some specific regulations 
regulating ORV use while still protecting the environment is a much better way of managing 
the area and would let a larger segment of the public be able to use the area than the 
current total ban on all ORV use at all times.

Again, I would urge your support in passing this bill and thank you for listening to 
my concerns on this matter.

David Striler
880 Hickman
North Pole, AK 99705

mailto:stoller@g-
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From: Sen Tom Wagoner
Sent: Monday, April 11, 2005 8:24 AM
To: Mary Jackson
Subject' ZW:

Mary Jackson

From: Syndonia Bret-Harte [mailto:ffmsb@uaf.edu]
Sent: Sunday, April 10, 2005 3:08 PM
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Sen. Ben Stevens; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Kim Elton; Sen.
Gretchen Guess
Subject:

Dear Chairman Wagoner and members of the Senate Resources Committee.

We believe that there may have been some misunderstanding concerning Dr. Bret-Harte's testimony Friday, 8 
April. 2005 in reference to SB 85. Hopefully this letter will clarify these points. The testimony that Dr. Bret-Harte 
gave is thw position of the Institute of Arctic Biology. University of Alaska Fairbanks. As managers of the Toolik 
Field Station, we do have concerns about the effects of future ofT-road vehicle traffic on the research there, 
sponsored by the National Science Foundation and conducted by universities throughout the U.S. Damage done by 
even single passes by 4-whecled vehicles in summer could disrupt the research, and we would prefer that off-road 
vehi access be restricted to snowmachincs or.ly in winter, only in support of science and under permit from 
BLM. We very much appreciate that Senator Seekins met with us and has urged that protection for the Toolik Field 
Station research area be provided in land use plans by the BI.M, and we are confident that the BLM would approve 
off-road vehicle restrictions in our area of concern.
However, restrictions only through land use plans may not provide sufficient protection for the research sites if the 
necessary resources for enforcement are not also provided. Currently, there is no fiscal note on this bill to account 
for the costs of land-use planning, the impacts to safety, and the costs of adequate enforcement of restrictions on 
off-road vehicle use in the area of Toolik Field Station or anywhere else. It is quite clear that the number of people 
visiting the area will be greatly increased if SB 85 is passed, and there will he a substantial financial impact in these 
areas. These costs should be addressed before repealing the existing statute.

In addition, to ensure protection of the research investment based at Toolik. we urge that restrictions of ORV use in 
the 25 mile reach of the Dalton Hwy centered at the Toolik Field Station be part of SB 85. or as an amendment to 
the existing statute, rather than left as an agreement to be negotiated following passage of this bill. We greatly 
appreciate your comment that the need to protect Toolik Field Station will be mentioned in a "sidebar" to this 
legisla,:on. We look forward to seeing the language of this "sidebar" and also Senator Seekins' letter of intent, 
which he mentioned at the end of Friday's testimony. Please ensure that the long-term, substantial investment in 
research at TFS, which provides opportunities for Alaskan scientists and students as well as researchers from 
around the nation and the world, is not jeopardized by this legislation.

Sincerely,

Dr. Syndonia Bret-Harte. Associate Science Director, Toolik Field Station 
Dr. Brian Barnes, Director, Institute of Arctic Biology, and Science Director, TFS 
Institute of Arctic Biology 
University of Alaska

4/11/2005
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Fairbanks. AK 99775

Dr. Syndonia Bret-Harte
Research Assistant Professor
Associate Science Director, Toolik Field Station
Institute of Arctic Biology
room 311, Irving 1 Building
University of Alaska
Fairbanks, AK 99775
907-474-5434 or leave message at 907-474-6038 
FAX: 907-474-6967

Email Address: <Syndonia.BretHarte@uaf.edu> or <fTmsb@uaf.edu>
********************************************** >i. *************************

4/11/2005
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From: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Sent: Friday, April 08. 2005 2:24 PM
To: Mary Jackson

Subject: FW :.......SPAM***** No to off-road vehicle use along Dalton Highway

Mary Jackson

From: Charity Hall [r. iilto :charityhall@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2005 11:32 AM
To: Sen. Lyda Green; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. Gene Therriault; Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Gretchen Guess; Sen. Ralph Seekins; 
Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Johnny Ellis; Sen. Lyman Hoffman; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Gary Wilken; Rep. John Harris; Rep. 
John Coghill; Rep. Ethan Berkowitz
Subject: * * * *» spam* * * * * No to off-road vehicle use along Dalton Highway

I am highly opposed to opening a corridor along the Dalton Highway to off-road vehicles. As a botanist, I have 
witnessed the effects of off-road travel in several western states and studied the area along the Dalton Highway last 
year. Off-road vehicle travel negatively impacts drainage patterns, wildlife habitat, and soils as well as plant life. 
Please do not allow this measure to pass.
Thank you.
Charity Hall 
Sevilleta Field Crew 
325 59th St. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105

Yahoo! Messenger
Show us what our next emoticon should look like. Join the fun.

4/11/2005
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Mary Jackson

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagon - 
Monday, April 11, 2005 8:37 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW; SB 85

 Original Message----
From: Sonja Benson [mailto:sonja(3mosquitonet.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2005 1:21 PM
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ralph Seekins; Rep. David Guttenberg 
Subject: SB 85

Your Honorable Chairman Wagoner, Senator Seekins, Representative Guttenberg, and members 
of the Senate Resources Committee:

I am writing to let you know of my opposition to lifting the restrictions on off-road 
vehicle (ORV) use along the Dalton Highway corridor.

Please make this letter part of the official record for SB 85 and for the Senate Resources 
Committee.

I feel that this bill's passage would result in extensive and irreparable damage to 
fragile wilderness areas, including critical wildlife habitat, that need and deserve 
protection. This damage, in turn, would only ser.e to reduce availability of wildlife for 
hunters and others who enjoy this resource.

In the beginning, the Haul Road was intended for construction and maintenance of the 
trans-Alaska oil pipeline. Many area residents and other Alaskans were concerned about the 
ill effects of increased traffic along the road, and were assured that it would not be 
open to unrestricted public traffic. Later, when the public was allowed to travel the 
highway without a permit, the highway corridor was to be protected from ORV use.

Now, it appears the peoples' worst fears are to be realized. Allowing unrestricted ORV use 
of this area will have very harmful effects on the dedicate tundra, the wildlife and its 
habitat, and the people who subsist on and enjoy these wilderness resources.

Many of the experiments at the University's Toolik Field Station, which have been ongoing
at considerable expense and human effort for many years, would be lost.

In addition, allowing ORVs will also increase risks to the pipeline and its security.

Passage of this bill would worsen the problems already found along the Dalton because of 
increased traffic: noise, pollution, damage to the land, and access to the pipeline
corridor. It is quite alarming that the lessons learned from mistakes made in the lower 48
are not being applied in Alaska.
Instead, the mistakes are only to be repeated.

Please, keep the promises made to residents of the North Slope Borough and all Alaskans
who value our great wilderness heritage. Do not allow the Dalton Highway corridor to be
opened to unrestricted ORV use; do not pass SB 85.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments, which are respectfully submitted.

Sincerely,
Sonja L. Benson 
1718 Chena Ridge 
P.O. Box 82860 ,
Fairbanks, Alaska 99708 
(907) 474-8403 
sonja@mosquitonet.com
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Monday. April 11. 2005 8:45 AM 
Mary Jackson
FW New Pom.SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMS@legis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2005 11:23 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

James Todhunter 
Po Box 58328

Fairbanks 99711-0328,

I support SB85. Please unlock our winter time recreational resource. We need this 
resource!
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Monday. April 11, 2005 8:46 AM 
Mary Jackson
FW: New Pom SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: PuMS@legis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2005 11:22 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Si' ject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

William Bunch 
3345 Aileron Ct

North Pole 99705,

I support SB85. Please hear me! I am a taxpayer who lives and works in this area. We need 
this resource. Thank you.
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To :
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Monday, April 11, 2005 8:46 AM 
Mary Jackson
FW:NewPom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMS@legis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2005 11:20 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

Dean Morin 
428 Marshall Dr

Fairbanks 99712-1332,

Pass SB85. Please.

1
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Mary Jackson

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Monday, April 11, 2005 8:47 AM 
Mary Jackson
FW: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMS@legis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2005 11:18 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

James Fairchild 
1320 Polar Dr

Fairbanks 99712-2816,

People aren&#39t flocking to ride south of Yukon River Bridge so I seriously don&#39t 
think we will have a flood of people north of the bridge. I would like to be able to 
explore with my children, fishing &amp; panning &amp; enjoying the wilderness in general 
on atv&#3 s, responsibly &amp; respectfully.
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Monday. April 11, 2005 8 48 AM 
Mary Jackson
FW:NewPom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

 Original Message----
From: POMS@legis.state.ak.us [mailto:POMS@legis.state.ak.us] 
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2005 11:13 AM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner
Subject: New Pom:SB 85 Off-road Vehicle Use On Dalton Highway

Robert Buggey 
Po Box 83144

Fairbanks 99708-3144,

I would like to see it opened so they will quit giving me a hard time with trapping.
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Mary Jackson

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Monday. April 11. 2005 8:58 AM 
Mary Jackson 
FW. Regarding SB 85

 Original Message----
From: Mark luttrell [mailto:loraxx@ptialaska.net]
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2005 4:30 PM 
To: Sen. Ralph Seekins
Cc: Sen. Fred Dyson; Sen. Bert Stedman; Sen. Gary Stevens; Sen. Tom Wagoner; Sen. Ben 
Stevens; Sen. Gretchen Guess; Sen. Kim Elton 
Subject: Regarding SB 85

Mr Seekins:

Thanks for listening to me on the teleconference for SB 85 in the Senate Resources 
Committee today.

I wanted to follow up with something. You stated that it would be a personal insult to you 
for people to claim that you support unregulated, destructive ORV use on the Dalton 
Highway corridor. I'm sure you don't. Who would. And I don t accuse you of that.

But that will be the result of SB 85.

It will. No matter how many safeguards in the regulations, no matter the good intentions 
of you and the land managers, there is no enfcrcement and there never will be enforcement.

I know you won't change your mind. You are locked into the tried and failed land 
management policies of the 1950's in the lower 48.

But other Senators will do the right thing.

Mark Luttrell 
Seward

1
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Information Office
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To: Senate Rosources Committee From: Nancy Kelly

Fax: 465-4779 Pages: 4
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Re: Written Testimony SB  85 CC:

□  Urgant □  For R e v iew  □  P le ioe  Com m ent □  Please Reply □  Please Recycle

•  Com m ents:

Ploaso find attached written testimony from yesterday's hearing or SB 85. Neither participant was able 
to testify yesterday duo to the telephone outage.
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March 21st, 2005
Re: Senate Bill 85 
Isla Myers-Smith 
Fairbanks Resident, Senate District D 
1833 Musk Ox Trail, Fairbanks AK 99709 
(907) 456-1427 

To: Senator Ralph Seekins 
Cc: Members of the Senate Resources Committee

As an Alaskan Resident, a biologist investigating disturbance in the boreal forest and 
tundra, and a recreational user of the Dalton corridor, I wish to voice concerns about 
repealing the ban on the use of off-road vehicles within five miles of the right-of-way of 
the James Dalton Highway. I have studied the impact of the Dalton Hwy. on the adjacent 
tundra in the corridor in question. This study of road disturbance is currently in review 
for publication in the European journal fcr applied ecology: Ecograpliy. I am also a 
recreational user of the Dalton Hwy. corridor and have visited this area for the last three 
summers. This past summer, my car was vandalized and items stolen from it at the 
Galbraith Lake Parking Lot, north of Atigun Pass on the Dalton Hwy. Reporting this 
incident made me realize how limited police jurisdiction is in the Dalton corridor. This 
seriously limits the ability of the individual land managers to enforce any protection of 
infrastructure, sensitive wildlife habitat and to promote public safety and prevent 
wildfire. My professional and personal experiences as a scientist and a recreational user 
of the Dalton corridor have motivated me to voice the following concerns with Senate 
Bill 85.

1. Law Enforcement and Public Safety Costs

The Dalton Hwy. corridor from the Yukon River to Atigun Pass is currently policed 
by one state trooper based in Coldlbot. The Dalton Hwy. north of Atigun pass is in 
the jurisdiction of the Barrow Police. They will not deploy officers. They refer you 
to the police stationed at Prudhoe. There is no active enforcement of current use of 
the corridor and thert arc limited emergency services in this area. Increased use in 
this area will necessitate increased spending expenditures for the Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources, Alaska Department of Transportation, and the Alaska 
Department of Public Safety in order to address the current limited public services in 
the Dalton corridor.

2. Ecological Costs

This repeal could open the entire Dalton Hwy. corridor to off road vehicles depending 
on the policies of the effected land management agencies. Tundra ecosystems are 
extremely sensitive to disturbance. My colleagues and I have documented a 200 
meter corridor of significant disturbance to the adjacent tundra from dust from the 
Dalton Hwy. Other studies have shown that vehicle damage to the tundra can persist 
for decades (Walker and Walker, 1991). Also, behavioral impacts to wildlife are



likely from noise, pollution, and ecosystem disturbance (Forman and Alexander, 
1998). Off road access to the sensitive tundra ecosystems should be distinguished 
from more resilient boreal ecosystems. A reasonable compromise would be to allow 
off road access in the boreal regions south of Atigun pass where vehicles will cause 
less disturbance. There arc currently no definitions of the term off road vehicles 
allowing for large trucks, in addition to ATVs and snow machines. A reasonable 
compromise would be to allow snow machine access in the winter months when the 
ground is frozen and there is adequate snow cover. It is the state’s responsibility to 
set these guidelines as it is too great a burden to leave to the individual land 
management agencies.

3. Fire Suppression Costs

Human caused fire ignitions in this lire prone area will increase. Currently human 
caused fires are 10 times more frequent within a 5 mile corridor of roads in Interior 
Alaska (Alaska Fire Database). Increasing vehicle traffic in this corridor will lead to 
more fire starts and therefore increase cost of fire suppression.

The repeal of this law to allow off-road vehicle use on the Dalton Highway will have 
significant negative impacts on the ecologically sensitive tundra and boreal ecosystems of 
Northern Alaska. It will reduce public access to the undisturbed landscape and wildlife. 
And it will significantly increase pressures on state agencies responsible for policing and 
protecting both the ecosystem and the public users. I encourage the Senate Resources 
committee to consider the increased financial burden on state land management before 
repealing the ban on the use of off-road vehicles within five miles of the right-of-way of 
the James Daltqu Highway.

Isla Myers-Smilh

References:

Forman, R. T. and L. E. Alexander. 1998. Roads and their major ecological effects. 
Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics 29:207-231.

Walker, D. A., and M. D. Walker. 1991. History and pattern of disturbance in Alaskan 
arctic terrestrial ecosystems: a hierarchical approach to analyzing landscape change. 
Journal of Applied Ecology' 28:244-276.



Mary Swan

From:
Sent:
To :
Subject:

Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Tuesday, March 22, 2005 9:44 AM 
Mary Swan 
FW: SB 85

 Original Message----
From: Susie Hallinan (mail to:shallinan@gci.net)
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2005 4:22 PM 
To: Sen. Tom Wagoner 
Subject: SB 85

Dear Mr. Wagoner,

I strongly oppose ATV use on the Dalton Highway corridor and therefore urge you to 
vote against SB 85.

My property, abutting Fort Wainwright, sees a lot of snowmachine traffic. The 
engines are noisy; sometimes the roar of racing snowmachines jerks me awake at night.
When I go for a walk, the air is heavy with exhaust fumes that remain long after the 
vehicles pass.

If smowmachine traffic is so unpleasant tor me, it must be unbearable foi wild 
animals!

Additional environmental issues that must be addressed:

--air pollution from ATV emissions (2-cycle engines release tremendous numbers of 
particulates into the air.) --air pollution from vehicles used to transport ATVs
(typically large, low-gas-mileage trucks).

--noise pollution from ATVs, and from increased trarfic on the highway --erosion from 4-
wheeler tracks (which lasts for decades) --altered habitat for caribou, birds, other wild
animals

Financial issues:
--increased costs for Dalton Highway maintenance --potential costs for rescuing stranded 
ATV users --potential harm to pipeline with consequent costs --harm to UAFs tundra studies 
(TJAF DOES bring in a tremendous amount of research funding. We should support their 
activities which are so good for Alaskans and the Alaskan economy.)

The calm approach of this letter does not reflect the intensity of my opinion. PLEASE 
let's not create financial, environmental, security, and scientific issues by passing this 
bill. WE HAVE ENOUGH PROBLEMS ALREADY!

Sincerely,
Susan Hallinan
Life-long Alaskan and small business owner 
803 Shannon Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

P.S. Please include this message in the official committee record on the bill.
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David Payer 
PO Box 73108 
Fairbanks, AK 99707

March 23, 2005

Alaska State Senate Resources Committee 
State Capital 
Room 427 
Juneau. AK 99801

Dear Senators:

I am writing to express my opposition to SB 8 5 .1 firmly believe the Dalton Highway 
corridor should remain closed to off-road vehicles with the exception of currently 
allowed uses. The fragile habitats and low-density wildlife populations typical of the 
corridor and adjoining state lands will not sustain intensive use by these vehicles and the 
hunting pressure such use would allow. Current restrictions on tundra travel, as 
exemplified by regulations imposed by Alaska DNR on the oil and gas industry', ensure 
that the land receives appropriate protections. Further, the current situation ensures both 
a high-quality hunt for those willing to access corridor lands using traditional means, and 
that wildlife populations are harvested according to sustained yield principles without 
extraordinary needs for management and enforcement. Please do not pass SB 85.

Thank you.

Cc: Senator Gary Wilkcn



Reichardt
2 0 8 6  Toboggan Lane 
F a irbanks , AK 9 9 7 0 9

Senator Thomas Wagoner 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau. AK 99801

March 24. 2005

Dear Senator Wagoner

I 'm writing to you with regards to Ralph Seekins’ bill, which is presently in your committee, to 
open the corridor along the Dalton Highway to all-terrain vehicle (ATV) use My husband and I 
and our adult children have hunted caribou on the north slope of the Brooks range ever since the 
road was open to the public. I cannot overstate our enthusiasm for the way that the corridor is 
presently managed Because no ATV traffic is allowed, we are able to enjoy quality hunting 
experiences within easy walking distance of the road We have hunted caribou all over the state 
and the 5 mile hike from the Dalton Highway to where we can hunt with rifles is the easiest hike 
of any walk-in area we have hunted We have taken friends with us who are not in particularly tit 
conditions and all have had delightful times With no vehicle traffic allowed, one can have a 
wilderness experience almost as soon as leaving the road Since the road is not paved, sound does 
not travel far

Although we know many, many people who enjoy this hunt with rifles in the same way that we 
do, there are many more people who enjoy bow and arrow hunting within the corridor There is 
no where else in the state that provides such accessible bow and arrow hunting The hunters are 
able to camp by the road and hunt right by their camps Opening the 5 mile corridor to ATVs 
during hunting season would actually decrease access because the ATVs would undoubtably 
move the caribou away from the highway

Another advantage is that the present restrictions prevent conflict with residents of the area who 
are more likely to be encountered when greater distances are attained with off-road vehicle travel. 
For the most part, the present system has resulted in happy sport hunters as well as happy local 
subsistence hunters.

We have also spent many years canoeing, hiking, fishing, hunting and skiing south of the Brooks 
Range between the Yukon River and Coldfoot Again, the experiences have been superb 
specifically because of the present management that does not allow off-road vehicle use within the 
5 mile corridor. It is the only place we know in the state where a person does not have to go far 
from the road to have a wilderness experience to find great fishing and to find good hunting

My daughter and son-in-law have worked in the tourist industry for several years, taking tourists 
up the Dalton Highway. The ability to see game so close to the road is a tremendous attraction to 
tourists If you were a tourist would you pay to see four wheelers instead of caribou?



¥

At least for the section of the Dalton Highway north of the Brooks Range, our experience during 
caribou season is much different than that portrayed by Senator Seekins, in that we have not heard 
one hunter, of the hundreds we’ve encountered, ever say, "I wish people could use ATVs here ”

Please do not open this corridor up to vehicle travel The change in management would destroy a 
precious treasure that is extremely popular with many people in our state

I have sent letters to all members of the Resource Committee including Senator Seekins and also 
to Senators Therriault, Wilken and Representatives Guttenberg and Fate

Sincerely,

Terry Reichardt



March 23,2005

To: Senate Resources Committee 

Re: Senate Bill 85 

Dear Sirs and Madam:

Senate Bill 85 is not a good bill.

The Dalton Highway/Haul Road was intended just for that to haul equipment and 
supplies to the North Slope oil fields.

The road was not designed to accommodate campers, tour buses, SUV’s with trailers or a 
large number of tourists and recreational visitors. It would be dangerous to have these 
kinds of vehicles on the road. This would lead to helicopter rescues, the need for 
emergency vehicles, extra troopers, more facilities, more road upkeep, and more 
management costs.

Opening up the Haul Road would mean a great deal of expense to the State at a time 
when revenues arc declining and other roads are in need of repair and maintenance. And 
this would happen at the expense of other more important needs such as education, basic 
social services, fuel needs, and power generation that need to be addressed in this state.

Furthermore, it would open up lands to ATV usage and abuse that would be 
unsupervised. As it is there are large areas along the Glenn, Richardson, Parks, Seward, 
and Alaska highways that are open for recreational ATV usage. The degradation of the 
landscape there is something that is not very well publicized, but has been documented. 
Most of the recreational ATV users live in the cities. It is easier and safer for them to use 
their ATV’s within driving distance, which is already available.

I do not favor the passage of this bill. Please include this letter in the testimony for 
Senate Bill 85.

Thank you,
I

Adeline Kari 
1089 Bruhn Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709



April 1, 2005
Distributed by 

Senator Albert Kookesh

Re: SB S5 

Dear Legislators.

I .m strongly opposed to SB S5 sponsored by Senator Ralph Seekins ot Fairbanks. It 
repels the statute that promised the Alaskan people before the pipeline was built to 
protect the land and animals from the extreme pressure that would be felt by a highway 
stretching to the oil fields of the North Slope of Alaska. For this reason alone this bill 
should be struck down. But there is another important reason to vote no on this bill, it is 
absents of law enforcement by Alaska Fish & Game in the licld. As a resident ol Manley 
Hot Springs I see more and more hunters showing up here for four weeks each year and 
camping in every pull out along the Elliott Highway. They race up and down the 
highway on 4-wheelers equipped with radios, trying to chase down their trophy moose. 
There are also a lot of hunters that park their trucks here in town and launch their boats in 
Hot Springs Slough. Often times when they return they have been successful proudly 
displaying antlers. I always wonder where all that meat is.

To conclude I would only say to Senator Seekins. if you want to propose legislation that 
Alaskans would support try implementing check stations ( i.e. Koyukuk River) at 
strategic sites along the major highways and waterways to ensure that want and waste and 
other laws of the state are being enforced.

Sincerely,

Lawrence Bredeman
148.5 Elliott Highway
Manley Hot Springs, Alaska 99756
(907)672-3511
I bredeman @starban^i.net
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